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1. Introduction 
Sexual violence has been documented as widely occurring the past decades, and the cause and 

variation of sexual violence in conflict puzzles researchers. Sexual violence is likely to occur in all 

conflicts, but with eminent variation in its forms and prevalence, prior research has provided several 

theories and casual mechanisms (Wood 2010, Handrahan 2004). During conflict, gender roles 

become further amplified, resulting in militarized masculinization of men and victimizing 

feminization of women. The militarization can enhance the risk of sexual violence, and the 

occurrence of sexual violence increases in conflict (Handrahan 2005, Skjelsbaek 2001). Studies has  

examined the role of leaders as well, showing that officers and their attitude and tolerance of  sexual 

violence can have an impact on its prevalence in conflict, when perpetrated by government forces 

(Leiby 2009). This study will question whether the role of leaders has impact on sexual violence 

perpetrated by rebels. The study will specifically examine whether women in leadership affects the 

levels of sexual violence by rebels, as women in leadership is expected to influence the militarized 

masculinization of the rebel group, expected to result in lower levels of sexual violence by rebels.  

As the majority of victims of sexual violence are women, and the majority of perpetrators are men, 

the aspect of women in leadership, through the causal mechanism masculinization, is expected to 

have an impact on sexual violence. The purpose of the study is to highlight the impact of women in 

leading roles within a rebel group, as they are often perceived as victims instead of active, 

conscious actors of the conflict (Henshaw 2013). The contribution to the research field with a 

comparative, qualitative study of different time periods of an insurgency to identify and illuminate 

root causes and causal mechanisms for sexual violence. This study further highlights the gender 

perspective within research of peace and conflict to understand the causes of sexual violence in 

conflict. The phenomena of interest will be analyzed by asking following research question; 

”How does women in leadership in insurgencies affect its use of wartime sexual violence?” 

!2



2. Previous research and research question 
Sexual violence in conflict is a field of research that began to be studied more intensively in the 

1990’s when the International Criminal Tribunals of Yugoslavia and Rwanda was established. The 

ICTY and ICTR was the first Tribunals that convicted perpetrators of sexual violence within the 

International law of crimes against humanity due to the mass rape that was perpetrated in the two 

conflicts, which brought attention to brutal sexual crimes in conflict (Skjelsbaek 2001).  

2.1 Motivation for research question 

Conflict research has historically focused on the amount of deaths when measuring victims and the 

conflict severity (Cohen 2013). Victims of killings are easier to measure than victims of rape and 

sexual violence during war. This is a limitation of the field, when rape is perpetrated together with 

other crimes, a skew picture of the prevalence of sexual violence is provided. This does not only 

complicate the collection of testimonies due to the lack of witnesses and victims, but also when the 

victim is subjected to extortions or murder as well as sexual violence, the crime is often categorized 

as extortions or murder as it is considered to be graver and easier to prove (Wood 2006, Cohen 

2013). When looking at human rights abuses of conflict, men are overrepresented as victims of 

torture or death, while women often are the apparent majority of victims of sexual violence (Leiby 

2009). Due to this distinct difference in gendered targeting, the study will focus on sexual violence 

targeting women, perpetrated by men. There are some reported cases of wartime sexual violence 

targeting men as well as women participating in the crime. This is however prevalent in a minority 

of reported cases and will not be discussed in this study, but has been studied in previous research 

and could be relevant to study in future research (Wood 2006). 

There is big variation in the perpetration of sexual violence in conflict. Many studies have been 

conducted to map out the reasons and variation, trying to understand the causation of sexual 

violence in conflict. There are several conceptualizations of the variation of sexual violence in 

conflict. Rape in conflict can occur due to the hierarchical structures of society, which affects 

women both in peace time and war, though sexual violence has been identified to be more prevalent 

during wartime. The reason for an increase of reported rapes during wartime might be due to the 

cases of wartime sexual violence is investigated to a greater extent. The offense is considered a war 

crime and a crime against humanity, and therefore rape in wartime has a graver judicial dimension 

and is deemed to be a graver kind of offense (Kirby 2012, Handrahan 2004). Other explanation to 
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higher level of sexual violence is that war provides a greater risk of victimizing women. War 

sustains the gender roles, further polarizing the perceptions of male and female roles in society. 

Men become militarized, expected to live up the expectations of the man as a strong, masculine 

warrior, whereas someone who is gentle, worried, and not as prone to use violence would be 

considered feminine. This postulates women to take a caring role over home and family when the 

man is out fighting for the country. Militarization causes inhibition of these feelings which 

exacerbates gender roles and patriarchal hierarchies. The gendered power structures enhance the 

perception of the women as the weaker sex, and the perception of the man as powerful and strong, 

in contrary to the woman, which consequently is manifested in sexual violence (Handrahan 2004, 

Skjelsbaek 2001, Wood 2006). Extensive sexual violence has been identified in ethnic conflicts, in 

e.g. Rwanda and Yugoslavia. In ethnic conflicts, sexual violence is conducted as ethnic hatred and/

or as ethnic cleansing. Wartime rape is used as a weapon of war as tactic to humiliate the ethnic 

opponent, as humiliation through ethnic rape might displace the ethnic population. This has been 

used as tactic to ensure an unwillingness of the targeted population to return after the conflict 

(Cohen 2013, Skjelsbaek 2001). 

2.2 Research gap and research question 

Studies of sexual violence has identified hegemonic power structures, to play a part in explaining 

wartime rape, where men are militarized and masculinized while women are feminized and 

victimized (Kirby 2012). Scholars has presented how men in the military and/or insurgencies is 

attacking, kidnapping, enslaving and raping women (Cohen 2013, Cohen et. al. 2013). Leaders of 

government forces has been revealed to possess knowledge of sexual violence perpetrated by their 

forces, choosing not to intervene. Though not actively ordering soldiers to rape, the leader do not 

stop them as rape is considered a ”cheap” tactic of violence. Sexual violence can bring cohesion 

amongst the soldiers, and does not bring as much psychological damage to the perpetrator as other 

types of violence (Leiby 2009, Cohen 2013). If applying the same theory to insurgencies, what 

would then happen in the insurgencies with women in leadership roles? Would these insurgencies 

execute sexual violence to the same extent as an insurgency with men in leadership roles? 

Therefore, my research question is formulated as ”how does women in leadership in insurgencies 

affect its use of wartime sexual violence?” 
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3. Theory 
3.1 Phenomena of interest: independent and dependent variables. 

The phenomena of interest is as mentioned above, whether women in leading roles have an effect 

on if an insurgency perpetrate sexual violence, and to what extent. Hence, the dependent variable 

(DV) is defined as sexual violence, and the independent variable (IV) as defined as women in 

leadership. The expected relationship between the variables is that the women in leadership will 

have an adverse effect on wartime sexual violence within the same insurgency. Hence, an 

insurgency with women in leadership roles is expected to have lower levels of sexual violence than 

an insurgency with only men in leadership due to the patriarchal hierarchies. 

3.2 Causal mechanism 

As mentioned, previous research of sexual violence within feminist literature has identified 

patriarchal structures to have a significant effect on sexual violence in both war and peace. 

Patriarchal structures maintain polarization between genders, with men superior to women. This 

creates hierarchies between sexes, with male dominance. A society affected by war further enforce 

and reaffirm the pre-existing patriarchal structures, through militarization (Handrahan 2004, 

Skjelsbaek 2001). Men in war zones are entailed to be militaristic masculine, thus creating a 

perception of men as strong warriors, on top of the hierarchy (ibid). This often results in 

suppressing empathetic and gentle feelings, making them more prone to perpetrate and justify rape 

for yourself and others, often referring to what is believed to be uncontrollable biological needs, a 

theory that has been criticized by feminist scholars (Skjelsbaek 2001, Cohen 2013). Within feminist 

theories, weakness and worthlessness is psychologically associated to femininity whilst power and 

dominance is associated to masculinity (ibid).  

States are argued to have been built on masculine hegemony where women have aligned to the 

norms and roles which reflects masculine notions of gender roles (Nagel 1998). Militarized 

masculinity and patriotic nationalism seem to be closely linked. Irrespective of its stated ideology, 

rebel groups that fight over state power often has nationalistic, patriotic goals. One could argue that 

it is closely connected to the causal mechanism masculinization. Fighting over state power is often 

manifested through the notion of defending its freedom, honor, homeland and ”their” women. 

Chauvinistic beliefs of the nation model are based on including or excluding categorized people, 

building legal and political order. Same beliefs is manifested through hegemonic masculinity and 
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misogyny (ibid). Militarized masculinity emphasizes cultural terms like patriotism, honor, bravery 

and duty. This often results in women being assigned a symbolic, traditional role in the hegemonic 

culture where she occupies a feminized role in the nation. Women are often perceived as supporters 

to their husbands, raising their children of the future and the nation, becoming a symbol of the 

national honor. The traditional man is albeit the defender of the nation and the family, which is 

embodied by the women (ibid:252-254).  

It has been identified that there are relationships of high levels of sexual violence by government 

forces and its leadership. Commanders often had knowledge of ongoing perpetration of sexual 

violence among the forces. Though the commanders did not always explicitly order them to rape, 

they often have knowledge of its prevalence and has the ability to avert it but choose not to (Leiby 

2009). In the cases of the intrastate conflicts in Peru and Guatemala, studies have provided evidence 

that supports the claim. The gender of the soldiers and officers of government forces in the two 

cases is not explicitly stated, though indications are that a clear preponderance of the army were 

men. The testimonies provide thorough details of civilians being captured and separated by gender, 

raping the women (ibid). Further indications are that women were not accepted to the army during 

the civil wars in Guatemala and Peru, as they were not accepted into the army until late 2010’s 

(Sanchez 2016, Estrada 2015). Thus, both soldiers and leaders of the government forces would 

accordingly have been men. This theory builds on the understanding of militaristic masculinity that 

men are superior to women which consequently leads to sexual violence. Many scholars agree on 

the complexity of explaining sexual violence, and that there is not one explanation alone that is 

connected to the presence of wartime sexual violence (Leiby 2009). If the theories presented are 

representative to a bigger population, an insurgency without the patriarchal hierarchies would 

conduct less sexual violence than insurgencies with evident hierarchies. In the case of officers’ 

tolerance to wartime rape, there was apparent patriarchal structures as the vast majority, if not all, in 

the contested armies were men.  

This study will be performed based on the research puzzle identified from prior research. It will be  

questioned how the presence of sexual violence would differ from insurgencies with women in 

leading roles. Will combatants use less forms of sexual violence due to women in leading roles and 

a greater intolerance from female leaders than male leaders? Does the power structures within a 

group affect militarization and victimization of women? Are combatants less prone to rape when 

fighting side by side to women? The phenomena will be analyzed by asking following research 
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question; ”How does women in leadership in insurgencies affect its use of wartime sexual 

violence?”. 

3.3 Causal graph and hypothesis 

Table 1 demonstrate the expected relationship between women in leadership (IV) and sexual 

violence (DV). Insurgencies with women in leading roles affect sexual violence negatively; sexual 

violence decreases. Women in leadership is expected to decrease masculinization amongst 

combatants, resulting in a decrease of sexual violence in combat. The theories of gender roles and 

the leaders’ intolerance to sexual violence is represented in the graph next to the causal mechanism 

(CM) to provide a clear connection between masculinization. The relationship presented in Table 1 

results in following hypotheses:  

H1: The more women in leadership the lower the wartime sexual violence.  

H0: The levels of women in leadership has no effect on sexual violence.  

It has also been taken into account that the independent variable, levels of women in leadership, 

might not have an effect on sexual violence, and a null hypothesis is presented above.  
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Table 1: Arrow diagram.  

  
 IV: Women in leadership      DV: Sexual violence 

   

  

(Gender roles)  CM: Masculinization   (Intolerance)

-

- -



4. Research design 
The study is a qualitative, comparative, small-n theoretically-driven single-case comparison. It is a 

single-case comparison of different time periods of a conflict, with an insurgency as unit of 

analysis. The case control method Method of Difference will be used to identify case, analyzed 

through structured focused comparison. Accordingly, the theoretical concepts will be 

operationalized and a description of sources and empirical data will be provided.  

4.1 Case selection strategy and control variables. 

When performing a case study, a common method of selecting cases is the Method of Difference, 

the cases of choice should only differ in expected outcome and the independent variable. When 

controlling for other causal variables, one can isolate the one independent variable that differs 

between the cases (Powner 2015:105). The control variables used for isolating the independent 

variable should match on both cases, to ensure that it does not have impact on the result. When 

choosing representable cases, it might be a challenge to identify cases that are comparable and 

match on its control variables as some variables and mechanisms are difficult to measure. Within 

social sciences many definitions of variables may differ from one cultural context to another 

between the different cases. The differences in conceptualization and definitions make it hard to 

control for variables and isolate the causal variable between cases. The causal mechanism 

masculinization of this study is difficult to measure, and even more so with an across-case 

comparison, as it might differ from cultural contexts within insurgencies and provide insignificant 

results (George and Bennett 2005). To avoid conceptual comparison between cases, a within-case 

study will be performed which will provide a higher validity to the single-case study than an across-

case study (ibid). Though, this method provides a lower reliability to generalize to a bigger 

population, as the results will be case-specific. As causes of sexual violence has been recognized to 

differ in dynamics from case to case and hard to generalize, this further motivates a single-case 

study. The case study will be performed through comparing two time periods of the active years of 

an insurgency. The time periods will be divided into two comparable cases, referred as either ”time 

period” or ”case” throughout the study. With this sort of study, I will identify control variables to 

isolate the cause, to ensure that there has not been changes within the group that is conclusive to the 

outcome. Within different ideologies, the perception of gender and hegemony is often somewhat 

included, which can have an effect on the role of gender, and sexual violence. Therefore, ideology 

will be controlled for to ensure that no change in ideology has occurred over the time periods 
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(Henshaw 2013:134, Herrera and Porch 2009). The dynamics of ethnic disputes in the conflict will 

be controlled for as sexual violence has been identified in conflicts rooted in ethnic disparities 

(Skjelsbaek 2001, Wood 2009, Handrahan 2004). When using different time periods of the same 

dyad, one important control variable that is ensured is the shared cultural history. Both cases have 

experienced the same history of previous conflict, social norms and development. As only one 

insurgency of an active dyad will be studied, criteria for the case is that the dyad should have been 

active for sufficient period of time to be possible to divide into two observable time periods utilized 

as two comparative cases. 

4.2 Case 

Considering the variables mentioned above, I identified dynamics of dyads, how many years the 

dyad has been active to ensure measurability. Lastly, I looked into the insurgencies for a relevant 

dividing line of the time periods, such as statements and awareness of inclusion of women and/or 

statements of change in leadership. The case I found representative for the study is Fuerzas 

Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC). FARC is a leftist rebel group that was founded in 

1964 and has been active in the conflict dyad since 1966 with the Colombian state over government 

power. The conflict is still active, but peace negotiations has been ongoing since 2012 and is still an 

ongoing process (UCDP 2016a). The conflict is rooted far back in history of marginalization of the 

poor and rural working class, resulting in demands of social and economic reforms. The dynamics 

of the conflict has somewhat changed over the many years it has been active. This has resulted in 

that FARC has come to be known for drug trafficking, extortions and killings rather than its political 

agenda. FARC is now known to be one of the richest and most well-equipped guerrilla groups in the 

world. Notwithstanding, FARC still proclaim the communistic ideology, that has been financed by 

the mentioned unconventional methods. In 1985 the FARC proclaimed gender equality. FARC 

formally recognized female guerrillas to be equal to their male counterparts, officially including 

women even in leading positions of the insurgency (Herrera and Porch 2009). The proclamation of 

gender equality in 1985 will be the demarcation that separates the cases. The cases that will be 

analyzed is therefore FARC pre-1985 (case 1), and FARC post 1985 (case 2).  

Concerning the control variables, the ideology of FARC is stated to have been Marxist-Leninist 

since the start in the 1960’s, and no official statement has been identified of ant change in ideology. 

On the official website of FARC, references are drawn to its first official political declarations, 

stated in 1964. This is an indication of indirectly claiming its stated communist ideology. This 
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indicates that there has been no change in ideology stated by the insurgency (UCDP 2016b, Leech 

2011, FARC-EP International 2016).  

Next variable that will be controlled for is the theory of sexual violence being more widespread in 

ethnic wars due to ethnic hatred, FARC has strong support in the rural communities in Colombia, 

amongst Afro-Colombians and indigenous population. In 1964, FARC stated in its Agrarian Reform 

Programme that ”indigenous communities shall be protected, providing them sufficient land for 

their development… At the same time, an autonomous organization of these communities shall be 

established, respecting their councils, way of life, culture, languages and internal 

organization” (Leech 2011:20). Despite this, the guerrilla group failed to respect the rights of 

traditional lands. Some indigenous communities still have good relations and support the FARC, but 

there are many communities that do not support the insurgency. Spite some dynamics of ethnicity in 

the conflict, the conflict has rather been political due to governmental distrust with social and 

economic conflict between the rural and the cities, the peasant and bourgeois than between the 

different ethnicities of Colombia (ibid).  

As for the control variable of shared cultural history, Colombia experienced a preceding war called 

La Violencia (1948-1958), that led up to the current ongoing conflict (UCDP 2016a). The impact 

that the war and previous history has had impact on the society and the ongoing dyad between the 

government and FARC. 

Table 2: Method of Difference: Control Variables. 

Cases Case 1: FARC pre-1985 Case 2: FARC post-1985

IV: Women in Leadership (Expected) 
Proportionally lower

(Expected) 
Proportionally higher

DV: Sexual violence (Expected) 
Proportionally higher

(Expected) 
Proportionally lower

CV1: Ideology Marxist-Leninist Marxist-Leninist

CV2: Ethnic conflict No No

CV3: Shared cultural history Yes Yes
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4.3 Method of analysis 

The method of analysis that will be used is Structured Focused Comparison. The method is based 

on asking a set of general questions which ensures the comparison of cases to be structured and 

controlled as the same questions and progress is applied to both cases. The questions should be 

well-defined and clearly connected to the theoretical framework to ensure systematic comparison 

that is equal to the comparing cases. The method is focused as the questions looks to cover only 

certain aspects of the study, a specific research objective. The strength of structured focused 

comparison is that can explain the variables and casual mechanism thoroughly and closely to 

examine the relationship (George and Bennett 2005). The choice of method to the study will 

provide structure to compare patterns and divergences of the two cases to identify results to the 

research question of how women in leadership in insurgencies affect the prevalence of wartime 

sexual violence. 

4.4 Operationalization 

The independent variable women in leadership will be measured through empirical material 

collected of the structures of leadership within the insurgency, to see whether the role of women 

differ from the role of men within the group. Leadership is defined according to Henshaw (2013) 

who argues that within rebel groups, there is a distinct connection between combatant and leader as 

the leading positions often is dependent on advancement from combatants. A combatant is often 

limitedly defined as someone who bear arms and is directly engaged in combat (ibid). In addition to 

broaden the definition, a combatant has been defined as someone who directly support those 

engaged in close combat, for example ”through maintenance of weapon and communication 

equipment in use on the front lines, scouting locations, building and dismantling fortifications, and 

front-line medical response” (ibid:32). As mentioned, a leader within an insurgency is often a 

combatant that has advanced in rank to command position. Thus in addition to the above mentioned 

definition, leadership includes strategy, motivation and ideology and policymaking. The concept of 

policymaking further expands the concept of the leading role, as it includes women who has 

influential roles in the rebellion, without necessarily holding official ranks (ibid). The 

measurements will be controlled for by looking at the leading roles of women compared to 

combatant- and/or passive roles. It will also be examined whether women of the rebel group has 

influential roles that is not recognized within the concept of leadership. Following questions will be 

treated to determine the levels of women in leadership: 
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Do women have leading roles in the insurgency?  

Do women participate in non-leading roles in the insurgency (combat or passive)? 

Do women have influential roles in the insurgency in forms of leadership/policy making? 

The dependent variable sexual violence is defined according to ICC in article 7; crime against 

humanity of sexual violence and article 8; war crime of sexual violence: 

“The perpetrator committed an act of a sexual nature against one or more persons or caused such 

person or persons to engage in an act of a sexual nature by force, or by threat of force or coercion, 

such as that caused by fear of violence, duress, detention, psychological oppression or abuse of 

power, against such person or persons or another person, or by taking advantage of a coercive 

environment or such person’s or persons’ incapacity to give genuine consent” (ICC 2011). 

The levels of sexual violence will be measured both in combat and within the guerrilla as sexual 

violence might occur in combat as a weapon of war, or within the closed community of the rebel 

group. Sexual violence will be measured through empirical material and datasets, by asking 

following questions:  

Are there reports of sexual violence within the insurgency? 

Are there any reports of sexual violence by FARC in combat? 

How frequent has it been?  

The causal mechanism, masculinization, is expected to be an intervening variable of the relationship 

between the independent and dependent variables. If there are no women in leadership, the 

militarized masculinization is expected to increase and consequently affect the presence of sexual 

violence which would become more frequent. Conflict in itself is an indication of militarized 

masculinity, as masculinity is known to be manifested through militarism, revolution and political 

violence (Nagel 1998). It can be expressed through a hegemonic perception of women as passive 

supporters to men, and through strong bonds to honor, duty and discipline. Therefore, it will be 

looked at the notion of women expressed by FARC guerrillas. It will be examined whether the 

FARC expresses hegemonic opinions, and how they express themselves about honor, duty and 

discipline to determine the causal mechanism. 
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As mentioned, I will compare the years before proclaiming gender equality in 1985 with the years 

after. One requirement for the case selection was that the rebel group should have been active for 

such time that it has measurable time periods and has been ongoing sufficiently long enough to 

compare. The dyad between FARC and the government of Colombia has a clear distinction that 

divided the time periods in 1985 where the FARC made a statement of showing awareness of 

gender equality, stating that women will be included in combat, which consequently is expected to 

have an effect the inclusion of women in leadership. As the cases of choice is a comparison of 

different time periods of FARC, case 2 (post-1985) will consequently be affected by case 1 

(pre-1985) as it followed by case 2 in time. Therefore, the DV and IV will be measured in 

proportion to each other. 

4.5 Sources of empirical material  

The evidence will be based on secondary sources from books, newspaper articles, reports, and 

testimonies to identify cases of sexual violence and the dynamics of leadership. Sexual violence 

will be measured through various datasets and reports, as the peace talks between FARC and the 

Colombian government is still ongoing, there might be limitations in empirical data due to hidden 

statistics, which is common when it comes to with sexual violence (Cohen and Nordås 2014, Wood 

2006).  

Amnesty International has conducted a report on sexual violence in the Colombian conflict, 

Colombia: Scarred bodies, hidden crimes (2004), they have retrieved material on gender based- and 

sexual violence connected to the conflict in Colombia. The material comes from interviews with 

survivors, witnesses, activists, government authorities and organizations in Colombia working first-

hand with victims of sexual violence. The report is thus based on first-hand statements in Colombia 

by survivors of the conflict (Amnesty International 2004). 

The SVAC dataset has collected data of wartime sexual violence from 1989-2009. The data is coded 

manually based on several reports from Human Rights Watch, the US State Department and 

Amnesty International, and uses the definition of sexual violence according to the International 

Criminal Court. Sexual violence is coded with different levels of prevalence; 

(3) Massive - 1,000 or more victims of sexual violence in a given year. Sexual violence was likely 

related to the conflict and described as systematic, used as a weapon of war, terror tactic, instrument 

of control and punishment.  
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(2) Numerous - 25-999 victims of sexual violence in a given year. Sexual violence was likely related 

to the conflict, but not at the requirements for a 3 coding. It was described as widespread, extensive, 

frequent, with a common pattern, and occurred in large numbers, periodically and routinely.  

(1) Isolated - 1-25 victims of sexual violence in a given year. Sexual violence is likely related to the 

conflict, but not at the requirements of coding 2 or 3. It was described as isolated reports of 

occurrences of sexual violence.  

(0) None - reports issued, but no mention of sexual violence related to the conflict-actor-year 

(Cohen and Nordås 2014:420).   

As the SVAC dataset only measure sexual violence from 1989 it can thus only be used in the second 

case; FARC post-1985. Hence it will not be possible to do a comparative analysis between the two 

time periods, but it will be used and discussed as complementary data to the second case. The data 

will be used by looking at how sexual violence has been coded in the case of FARC between 

1989-2009 to see a potential pattern.  

Several secondary sources will be used to measure the independent variable. Henshaw (2013) ”Why 

Women Rebel: Understanding Female Participation in Intrastate Conflict” has coded female 

participation in rebel groups and the reason for joining insurgencies, which will be used as 

complement to look at numbers of participation of FARC. Rivera (2016) ”A Comparative 

Perspective between FARC guerrilleras Chechen Black Widows” and Gonzalez Perez (2006) 

”Guerrilleras in Latin America: Domestic and International Roles” provides testimonies from 

formers members of FARC of and about the women and their roles in the rebel group. 

Herrera and Porch (2009) ‘Like going to a fiesta’ – the role of female fighters in Colombia's FARC-

EP. Herrera and Porch has analyzed and outlined interviews and testimonies of former members of 

FARC. The article focuses on the women and gender roles of FARC, looking into dynamics and 

power structures. They examine the gender roles in combat and leadership, as well as the relations 

and sexual relations amongst the members. The article is used as source for the independent as well 

as the dependent variable. 
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5. Results and analysis 
The results of the study will be presented below in the following section in order to find patterns to 

explain the research question ”How does women in leadership in insurgencies affect its use of 

wartime sexual violence?”. The cases will be examined and presented separately by order in time 

followed by a comparison between the two to identify patterns and test the results to the hypotheses.  

5.1 Case 1: FARC pre-1985 

Primarily, the time period of the active years of the dyad between FARC and the government 

between 1966-1985 will be examined through the operationalization questions.  

  

Do women have leading roles in the insurgency?  

Do women participate in non-leading roles in the insurgency? 

Do women have influential roles in forms of leadership/policy making? 

The empirics of both female participation and sexual violence of the case pre-1985 are somewhat 

limited compared to the case of post-1985, few testimonies from between 1966-1985 has been 

identified and will be analyzed. As FARC has been active for more than 50 years, the leading top 

commander has changed several times over the years, but over the years no women have been 

included. The rebel group is controlled by the Secretariat, where the top commanders of the group 

operate. The Secretariat and the senior leadership structure of FARC has remained all male in the 

time period of this case and throughout the conflict (Krook and Childs 2010). The troop size of 

FARC was substantially smaller during this time period than the years after 1985. In this period of 

time, the troop size was as largest at 5000 in 1984-1985. In the early years of the time period the 

group size varied between 300-3000 members, in many of their earlier active years the numbers of 

troop size are missing (UCDP 2016c). In 1974, the FARC had 1500  members and only a mere 1

handful of them were women (UCDP 2016c, Gonzalez-Perez 2006:322). The FARC was not 

actively recruiting women during this period of time, which becomes evident when looking into 

empirics from the early stages of the conflict. It was rare for women to join the FARC before 1985 

(Balling 2012), and presumably even more unusual that women had leadership roles. There are no 

indications of women having leadership roles before 1985, and as mentioned, few women 

participated in combat during this period of time. There are indications of women reaching more 

 Gonzalez Perez states that FARC had less than 900 members in 1974, but the numbers of UCDP show 1500 members in 1974, 1

which is a newer and more reliable source.
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significant roles within FARC as first in the end of 1990’s (Balling 2012). This will be discussed 

more under next section of post-1985, but it is an indication of the absence of women in leadership 

roles. The active women rather served as combatants or had a passive, supporting role in camp. If 

women had influential roles in policymaking in the insurgency is not known either, there are no 

acknowledgements of women having significant impacting roles during this period of time.  

Are there reports of sexual violence by the FARC in combat? 

Are there reports of sexual violence within the insurgency? 

How frequent has it been? 

When looking at the dependent variable, sexual violence, the empirics are limited as well. The 

SVAC dataset only provides data from 1989, which is not representative for the time period of this 

case (1966-1985). There is a possibility that sexual violence perpetrated by FARC was not reported, 

due to either fear, stigmatization, or that reported cases are not assessable or documented enough. In 

some cases, reports of conflicts and sexual violence might be classified (Wood 2006). It can also 

indicate that there was no prevalence of sexual violence by FARC. Therefore, it has been relevant to 

look into qualitative sources. This does not bring exact numbers of reported sexual violence, but it 

might bring some understanding of the prevalence and dynamics of sexual violence. From 

testimonies from former guerrilleras (female guerrilla members) it is possible to look at whether it 

was any prevalence of sexual violence within the insurgency, targeting the guerrilleras. In 

testimonies from two women who fought for FARC in 1981 and 1982, they attest how women was 

discriminated and expected to always be available to sexual relations. FARC had such culture that if 

a male combatant initiated a ”relationship”, the guerrillera had to join him in bed immediately. They 

testify how women were ”passed around” along the men and felt that the women were used for 

sexual relations (Herrera and Porch 229:623). They do not add any assessment of whether the 

guerrilleras were victims of sexual violence, as they were free to refuse sex. If they did refuse 

though, they were punished in work. They were degraded and commanded tasks as cooking, wood 

gathering or standing sentinels at night time as reprisal. They had relative freedom as they could 

refuse, but as members of the FARC they trespassed on male turf and had to withstand the 

patriarchal male hegemony and its standards and norms (ibid).  
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5.2 Case 2: FARC post-1985 

Following section will present the results and patterns of the findings of the independent variable; 

women in leadership and the dependent variable; sexual violence in the FARC after 1985, and 

provide answers to the methodological questions.  

Do women have leading roles in the insurgency?  

Do women participate in non-leading roles in the insurgency? 

Do women have influential roles in forms of leadership/policy making? 

A leader of a battle division, Joaquin Gomez, states that FARC has recruited women actively since 

early  1990’s.  Women  has  since  then  been  valued  and  viewed  as  essential  in  FARC’s  warfare 

(Gonzalez Perez 2009:322). This can be interpreted as a direct effect of the change in policy from 

1985 where  the  FARC proclaimed gender  equality  and consequently  started  to  actively  recruit 

guerrilleras. The numbers have since then increased and by the year 2000, 30% of a total of 15,000 

FARC members were women.  Within two following years,  the number of  women increased to 

40-45% of a total of 18,000 members (Henshaw 2013, Gonzalez Perez 2006:322). Since then, the 

number of guerrilleras has been steady on 30-45 % without any significant decrease on the number 

of women (Henshaw 2013, Krook and Childs 2010). The guerrilleras of FARC often refer to the 

lack of political, social, and economic rights for women in Colombia as a strong incentive to join 

the armed conflict, as well as the widespread poverty in the society. This has been in focus when 

recruiting for  the rebel  group,  FARC has actively addressed the discrimination that  Colombian 

women endure. It is highly probable that 80 percent of the women in the guerrilla group has been 

suffering  misfortunate  socioeconomic  circumstances  as  they  are  from  a  peasant  background 

(Gonzalez  Perez  2006,  Rivera  2016:17).  Apart  from  socioeconomic  issues,  FARC  has  been 

highlighting  women's  issues  concerning  domestic  violence,  homicide  and  sexual  violence,  for 

example through spreading pamphlets with statistics to the public, which might be an incentive for 

women  to  join  the  guerrilla  group.  They  have  been  successful  in  pointing  out  flaws  in  the 

Colombian  government  and  society  of  social  inequality  concerning  job  opportunities,  limited 

education and ethnic and racial grievances. Social, political, and economic inequality has been a 

driving force for the FARC from the start in the 1960’s, which have continued to propel as part of 

their ”people’s war”, and its recruitment. One reason of many of women enlisting rebel groups is to 

obtain security from state actors and its  abuse,  murder or torture (Rivera 2016:17, Herrera and 

Porch 2009). 
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After 1985, the number of women in FARC has increased, but what roles do they obtain within the 

FARC, are they in fact equal to men when it comes to leadership? In statements by the FARC and 

its  women,  they  contend  that  the  gender  roles  are  equal  to  the  male  guerrillas.  The  female 

guerrilleras perform guard duty, patrolling, gathering intelligence, fighting in combat, and serving as 

field commanders within the insurgency (Gonzalez Perez 2009:322). In testimonies, they clearly 

state  that  their  roles  are  not  as  passive  sympathizers  but  they  can  operate  as  spies  to  gather 

intelligence information as  well  as  conducting in  combat  as  combatants  or  leaders  of  guerrilla 

troops, or make policy decisions in leading roles (Gonzalez Perez 2009:322, McDermott 2002).

To measure exact roles within a rebel group is harder than in state forces, as the information might 

not be compiled and provided by the insurgency, or due to the lack of ”official ranks” within a rebel 

group  (Henshaw  2013).  From  the  empirics  provided  from  testimonies,  one  can  conclude  that 

women play an important part in the FARC as combatants, with influential roles that take part in 

decision making. Although, it is not possible to draw conclusions of exact numbers or any official 

ranks of male and female leaders. As mentioned in the previous section is that it is known that the 

Secretariat and its highest levels of leadership has consisted all male throughout the conflict years. 

In this period of time, women have started to ascend in ranking and women has been reported to 

bear  the  title  of  ”Commandante”,  which  is  someone  in  charge  of  a  smaller  squad  or 

”bloque” (Krook and Childs 2010:73). 

Are there reports of sexual violence by the FARC in combat? 

Are there reports of sexual violence within the insurgency? 

How frequent has it been? 

The SVAC dataset that has collected data from reports from Amnesty International, Human Rights 

Watch and the US State Department from 1989-2009. From 1989-1998, there are no reported cases 

of sexual violence perpetrated by the FARC in conflict, hence it is coded as 0. Between 1999-2004, 

on the other hand, they have coded the reported sexual violence as isolated (1). This indicates that 

there was reported sexual violence perpetrated by FARC that likely is related to the conflict with 

1-25 reported victims in a given year (see table 3). The dataset provides comments of the state of 

the reported sexual crimes of the years 1999-2004 reports are issued of rape, sexual torture, sexual 

slavery and forced abortion. Again, from 2005-2009 there are no reports of sexual violence 

perpetrated by the FARC in the conflict (SVAC 2016). 
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Table 3: Prevalence of sexual violence by FARC.  

         Source: SVAC dataset (2016) 

The numbers presented in table 3 show isolated levels of sexual violence during the years 

1999-2004. Isolated levels of sexual violence, coded as 1 in the SVAC dataset indicates that sexual 

violence that is likely connected to the conflict has occurred, with 1-25 reported victims within a 

conflict-year, this is the lowest level of prevalence of sexual violence. From this data, it is not clear 

if the victims are members/former members of the insurgency or civilians, so the dynamics 

presented in the testimonies from former FARC-members will be looked into. A study from 2004, 

from Amnesty International of sexual violence in the Colombian conflict concluded that women are 

Year Sexual violence

1989 No reported sexual violence

1990 No reported sexual violence

1991 No reported sexual violence

1992 No reported sexual violence

1993 No reported sexual violence

1994 No reported sexual violence

1995 No reported sexual violence

1996 No reported sexual violence

1997 No reported sexual violence

1998 No reported sexual violence

1999 Isolated (1-25 cases) Rape, sexual torture

2000 Isolated (1-25 cases) Rape, sexual torture

2001 Isolated (1-25 cases) Rape, sexual torture

2002 Isolated (1-25 cases) Sexual slavery

2003 Isolated (1-25 cases) Forced abortion, sexual torture

2004 Isolated (1-25 cases) Sexual slavery, sexual torture, forced abortion

2005 No reported sexual violence

2006 No reported sexual violence

2007 No reported sexual violence

2008 No reported sexual violence

2009 No reported sexual violence
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victims of the conflict as the female body is seen as a ”territory to conquer”. The study shows that 

even female combatants become victims of the violence of their male counterparts (Amnesty 

International 2004). The Colombian Ministry of Defense even claim the guerrilleras of FARC to be 

the among the most evident victims of the conflict. They claim that the women are manipulated and 

forced into the illegal armed struggle, as victims of sexual slavery, forced participation in combat 

and heavy military duties. The perception of that the Colombian defense forces is that the 

guerrilleras of FARC are promiscuous women who are manipulated and brought into combat as a 

tactic to ”keep the men entertained” or used to perform domestic chores. The guerrilleras are 

expected to always be available for sexual relations, but if they become pregnant, they are forced 

into abortion as it is strictly forbidden to have a child in camp, or to leave the group because of 

pregnancy as it is seen as grave treachery (Amnesty International 2004, Herrera and Porch 

2009:610). Among the testimonies from former combatants of FARC, both men and women, they 

do not share the view of guerrillas as victims. Rather than forced participation and victimization, 

they claim to experience a relative autonomy compared to their lives in the patriarchal rural society 

in Colombia. They are allowed to have control over their lives with sexual freedom. They 

experience empowerment through arms, allowing them to get away from possible domestic 

violence, providing them with a role or task which might give them more meaning than the 

alternative occupations in the society, of which is very limited for women (Herrera and Porch 

2009).  

There are reports, although few, of sexual violence perpetrated by FARC combatants. It is unclear if 

the reported cases of sexual violence presented by the SVAC has civilian victims or victims within 

the rebel group. Testimonies from within the FARC tells that sexual relations within the group are 

voluntarily, and that women are free to refuse, and according to the FARC statutes rape is a capital 

offense with brutal punishment through execution. On the other hand, the testimonies provide a 

view of the expectations women bear of always having to be available for sexual relations (Herrera 

and Porch 2009:622). There are several different testimonies and perceptions of the sexual relations 

within the group, and it is not possible to draw conclusions of whether the sexual violence was 

targeted against civilians, other combatants, or both. 

5.3 The casual mechanism  

In some testimonies from former guerrilleras, they deny the categorization of them becoming 

masculinized in combat, and that they claim to rather revel in service as it allowed them to prove 
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themselves as women, than being forced into living as men (Herrera and Porch 2009). Other state 

that they get adapted into the masculine norms through militarization, which has been observed and 

confirmed in testimonies by male guerrillas and Colombian soldiers, as well as some testimonies by 

female guerrilleras. Many women in the FARC believe that they have to out-perform their male 

counterparts to be taken seriously in combat. A former guerrillera testifies that ”one has to become 

like a man”, and a male former combatant stated that ”a woman is more dangerous than a man”, 

which indicates that the women in FARC has been affected by the male-dominated organization to 

abandon their femininity (ibid:627). This indicates that despite FARC having women in leadership, 

the female combatants and leaders rather becomes militarized and indoctrinated into the patriarchal 

norms, than the female leadership affecting the masculinization to decrease. There are indications of 

women resenting the masculine roles, that are feeling more successful than men due to their 

feminine qualities. Many guerrilleras view their body as a weapon which they use to provide further 

success to the FARC in combat, propaganda or gathering intelligence. They proved their worth in 

organizational, diplomatic, public relations, and skills in intelligence gathering, where they 

perceived themselves as superior to men, which also has been conceded by their enemies in combat 

and gave them status and respect within the organization (ibid). As mentioned in previous section, 

the statutes of FARC strongly condemns rape, and punishes the perpetrator if the crime becomes 

known to leadership, this points to distinct intolerance to the offense. This separates the group from 

such leaders of armed forces tolerating and accepting wartime rape by their soldiers. Given that the 

statutes are followed and the FARC leaders does not accept the prevalence of rape.  

Concerning the theory of how political violence and revolution is connected to the phenomenon of 

militarized masculinization, FARC does undeniably attain the qualities of militarized 

masculinization as the group has been active in conflict for over 50 years and emphasize and 

encourage honor, duty and discipline (Nagel 1998, Herrera and Porch 2009). What is uncertain 

though is whether women are perceived as supporters to the men, with feminized roles as mothers 

and caretakers of the nation. The guerrilleras has combatant- and leading roles rather than passive 

supporting roles in the time period of post-85, which indicates that the role of women is valued 

higher in FARC than presented in the theory of militarized masculinity. As they participate together 

in combat, it is less likely that women are assigned to the symbolic, traditional role of women being 

feminized, having to be protected (Nagel 1998). There can be degrees of the extent of militarized 

masculinity, and information presented has indicated that both men and women has somewhat been 

militarized in the conflict.  
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5.4 Analysis 

As the two cases are followed in time, the time period pre-1985 does undeniably have an impact on 

the latter time period. The reason for the higher levels of guerrilleras post-1985 is affected by the 

gender roles of group in the earlier period of time. The proclamation of gender equality 1985 has 

had great impact on the women of FARC as the number of guerrilleras increased substantially after 

1985 when they actively started recruiting women. Essentially, how the Colombian government has 

failed to recognize and taking women's issues into account in the Colombian society has had a great 

impact  on  the  incentive  of  women  joining  the  insurgency.  Colombia  has  a  conservative  and 

patriarchal  culture,  where  women perceive  deprivation  of  the  rights  they are  entitled  to  in  the 

society;  political,  economic and societal  equality  (Gonzalez  Perez  2006,  Rivera  2016).  For  the 

women who joined FARC, many believe that they have met these needs, recognizing their demands 

to a  larger  extent  than the government.  This  does not  mean that  the FARC are equal  or  some 

women’s rights activists, but the women perceive that they are acknowledging the issues that many 

Colombian  women experience,  even  if  they  often  fail  to  fulfill  the  promises  they  make  while 

recruiting (O’Keeffe 2008). Perhaps does the FARC recruit women for their own gain in forms of 

manpower and strategy, perhaps due to the ideological belief of gender equality, or perhaps both.  

To  examine  the  possible  connection  between  women  in  leadership  in  insurgencies  and  the 

prevalence  wartime  sexual  violence,  it  is  possible  to  draw  a  conclusion  that  the  independent 

variable, women in leadership, has increased from case 1 to case 2, as the first women advanced to 

leading roles  in the 1990’s.  Empirics  are provided that  in case 2,  post-85,  women are actively 

recruited into combat as well as in policy making-roles and some in more passive roles. In the time 

period of pre-85, FARC had lower levels of women participating in combat and passive-roles. They 

did not actively recruit women, and there are no indications of women participating in leading roles 

or policy making. When looking at the dependent variable, sexual violence, the empirics are harder 

to interpret. Firstly, the available data was limited, as well as some evidence that was hard to date in 

time, as testimonies might stretch over both periods of time. The SVAC dataset is only available for 

case 2, which limits the comparison of the cases. The numbers presented in table 3 show low or no 

levels in sexual violence during the years of 1989-2009. As there are no numbers from case 1, 

pre-1985, it is not possible to draw conclusions connected to the numbers presented over the cases. 

Apart  from  the  limitations  in  period  of  time,  the  authors  acknowledge  the  limitations  of 

underreporting by victims as the most frequent potential bias in large-scale data collection on sexual 

violence when creating the dataset (Cohen and Nordås 2014). Within research of sexual violence, 

the estimation of number of victims often has to be treated as conservative as it is assumed that 

many victims do not report due to unwillingness or inability. This can be due to fear of shame, 
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retributive violence, stigmatization or the inability to reach authorities. In Colombia, 60-70% of 

women are estimated to had been victims of violence, and less than half seek help, while less than 

9%  make  official  complaints.  Between  2000  and  2002,  40,489  possible  sexual  offenses  were 

adverted in forensic reports. The data was not sorted and it is not possible to conduct which cases 

are consequences of the conflict or not (Amnesty International 2004). In addition to this, witnesses 

and victims might not survive the violation or war to report the assault (Cohen and Nordås 2014). 

This is common in societies with strong patriarchal norms, and especially prevalent where there is a 

strong stigmatization of  pregnancy outside marriage and abortion,  such as  in  Colombia (Wood 

2006). The results presented does not provide support to the hypothesis as there are no sufficient 

data on sexual violence pre-85. In post-85, high levels of female participation and leadership is 

presented, which might have a causal relationship, but as there are no substantial changes of sexual 

violence over  the two time periods,  it  is  not  possible  to  draw conclusions of  the effect  of  the 

independent variable.  

H1: The more women in leadership the lower the wartime sexual violence. 

H0: The levels of women in leadership has no effect on sexual violence. 

As mentioned, the hypothesis is not supported, but nor is the null hypothesis. In the beginning, it 

was mentioned that ”an insurgency with women in leadership roles is expected to have lower levels 

of sexual violence than an insurgency with only men in leadership due to patriarchal 

hierarchies” (pp.6). As there was low, or no, reports of sexual violence in the time period of post-85 

presented in table 3, as well as high levels of women leadership, it is not possible to dismiss the 

possibility of a causal relationship between the independent and dependent variable. The FARC did 

have low levels of sexual violence post-85, but it is not possible to compare if it was relatively 

lower than pre-85. The analysis of the causal mechanism did provide some uncertainty as well as 

testimonies provided statements both from those claiming militarized masculinization of men and 

women of the insurgency as well as those claiming the opposite.  

5.5 Alternative explanations  

As mentioned earlier, the time period of pre-85 precedes the following time period of post-85, 

which might be affected by preexisting gender roles from a historical context. Is can be argued that 

gender roles might be an antecedent variable that affects the prevalence of women in leadership, 

rather than being a part of the casual mechanism militarization. It is possible that the levels of 
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women included in FARC does not have an effect on gender roles and masculinization, but that 

some sort of  perception of gender roles, or absence of masculinization, led up to the inclusion of 

women in the rebel group.  

There are testimonies from former members of FARC who claims that the possibility to have sexual 

relations with women within the rebel group reduces the prevalence of sexual violence as they get 

their ”sexual needs satisfied” (Herrera and Porch 2009). This notion is based on that sexual violence 

is simply coupled to men’s sexual needs and inability to control them. Though, this has been 

dismissed by several scholars as possible explanation for sexual violence as it is unlikely to have a 

biological explanation rather than a social or societal explanation (Cohen 2013, Skjelsbaek 2001). 

As the empirics are drawn from testimonies from former members of the FARC, they do provide a 

first-hand testimony from their own experiences, but there might be a sort of self-elevating bias 

where they provide a glorified picture of their time in the FARC, which has been acknowledged as a 

possible limitation in former research as well (Herrera and Porch 2009). 
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6. Summary and conclusions  
6.1 Main conclusion 

The purpose of this study was to examine the role of women in leadership within an insurgency, to 

see whether it has an effect on wartime sexual violence and to what extent. There is a complexity of 

explaining the patterns of why sexual violence occur, and often increases, in conflict. This study 

provides a case study of female leadership in FARC in Colombia, and how it affects the prevalence 

of sexual violence perpetrated by the insurgency over time. Structured focused comparison was 

used to compare the independent and dependent variables, sexual violence and women in 

leadership, of two time periods of the FARC guerilla. The hypothesis, the more women in 

leadership the lower the wartime sexual violence, was not supported as it was an absence of 

numeric data of sexual violence in the time period of pre-1985. Neither were there indications of the 

null hypothesis, the levels of women in leadership has no effect on sexual violence, to be supported. 

It is likely that women in leadership has some effect on wartime sexual violence, as we can see low 

levels of sexual violence with proportionally higher levels of women in leadership in the period of 

post-85. As of the causal mechanism, masculinization, contradicting statements were provided from 

former FARC-members. It is likely that the rebels are affected by the hegemonic structures within 

the FARC, somewhat becoming masculinized. Both women and men of FARC claimed to 

experience a militarized masculinization, as members of a group categorized by male-dominating 

norms and rules. Statements from former FARC-women claim to the contrary where they embrace 

their femininity, using it to their advantage in combat. 

6.2 Strengths and weaknesses of research design 

One issue that in apparent in all research on sexual violence is the high levels of unreported cases. 

Sexual violence is hard to measure without testimonies, as there is no physical evidence to the same 

extent as when it comes to e.g. homicide. Often are victims of sexual violence frightened to report 

the crime due to stigmatization within the society, or threat from the perpetrator. As there was not 

sufficient data on sexual violence in case 1, it could have been possible to identify all reported 

sexual violence perpetrated in Colombia of the two time periods to provide higher incentives for 

possible comparison of the cases. However, this would have generated a result that would not have 

been representative to answer the research question ”how does women in leadership in insurgencies 

affect its use of wartime sexual violence?”. One of the research gaps presented is whether the 

leadership, specifically in insurgencies, effects sexual violence. If all reported cases of sexual 
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violence in Colombia would have been measured, domestic sexual violence and sexual violence 

perpetrated by government forces or paramilitaries would have been included and possibly 

overrepresented. If all cases would have been included, the result would not have been 

representative specifically for the rebel group. It could have been possible to compare two different 

rebel groups which might have provided with sufficient data on sexual violence to compare with 

FARC. On the other hand, it could hamper the isolation of the independent variables through the 

control variables, which was an incentive to examine one rebel group over time. What was not 

controlled for in this case was the troop size. It became evident that the numbers of member in 

FARC differed between the time periods. In the first time period, FARC had 5,000 members at 

most, while in the second time period FARC had 20,000 members at most. If troop size would have 

an impact on the outcome can be contested by examining two different cases, or another period of 

time. 

6.3 Main contribution and future research 

The aspect of gender is important to include in research, to examine the causes of wartime sexual 

violence. As sexual violence is hard to generalize from conflict to conflict, this study provides a 

deeper understanding of sexual violence, or lack thereof, perpetrated by FARC guerrillas. It 

examines the perception of women in combat and leadership and their impact on the armed 

struggle. As the hypothesis was not supported, this is a subject that could be further studied with 

other cases, and perhaps through a comparison of several cases. With more resources, it could be 

relevant to examine the dynamics and gender roles within a rebel groups through deep interviews of 

former combatants and leaders of a rebel group. This would provide first-hand information, and it 

might provide data of possible unrecorded cases of sexual violence if the former member were 

interviewed without fear of punishment for testifying or admitting to crime.  

The choice of comparing different time periods of one rebel group makes the result not possible to 

generalize to a bigger population. Instead, it brings a deeper understanding to the specific case. 

What is possible to conclude from this thesis is the importance of including the gender aspect in 

conflict research and in policies. Many women referred to the gender inequality as incentive to join 

the FARC. This brings highlights the importance of the Colombian government to acknowledge the 

importance gender equality in the society. It brings further incentives of including women in the 

demobilization plan for former combatants and bringing women into peace processes. In the case of 
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Colombia, new testimonies might be brought to surface due to the ongoing peace process, and 

which might provide new data and results to the subject.   
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