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Wind-power. Master thesis in Sustainable Development at Uppsala University, 2017/16, 56 pp, 30 ECTS/hp

Abstract: Sustainable development is major post of global and national political agendas, and notions of sustainability 
permeate whole societies. Sweden is heavily influenced by sustainable development which can be exemplified by the 
ambitious goal of fossil-free energy and the current phase of rapid wind-power developments. In the name of 
sustainability many of these wind-power turbines and parks are now placed in the northern regions of the country, but 
whether it is sustainable is questionable. The northern region is a colonised territory, and the colonial relations between 
the indigenous Sámi people and the non-indigenous population remains an unresolved area. It is a cause of grievance 
and continuous conflict over land-use in the north – by of which wind-power developments are a part of. Therefore, this
thesis examine the discursive construct of sustainability, in terms of content and underlying power relations, when 
applied to wind-power in four north Swedish newspapers between 2009 and 2016.

The thesis use discourse and media-sociological theories in order to understand the role of media texts in the social
construction of knowledge and how knowledge is shaped by social realities and shaping the social interpretation of 
reality. To study discourses a qualitative method based on critical discourse analysis is employed with the aim of 
investigating contextual meaning derived from the relationship between the text and the surrounding society. The 
empirical material is subject to an inductive analysis that has much in common with a grounded theory approach, but 
which involves some deductive analytical elements derived from theory and previous research.

The findings of this thesis is that there is no singular discursive construct of sustainability, but rather a multiplicity 
of perspectives that together form a general representation of how sustainability is perceived when applied to wind-
power. However, the discourses were dominated by non-indigenous actors with a national perspective  - such as 
political parties, government actors and the wind-power industry. They portrayed sustainability and wind-power as 
environmentally benign economic growth leading to societal development, but in doing so experiences of 
marginalisation, and sustainability perspectives of peripheral groups, were made invisible. The study did find 
indications of change in the discourses from 2012 in the sense that the perspective of dominant actors was increasingly 
challenged by Sámi reindeer herders and rural populations, but the discursive and practical impact of this change 
remains uncertain.
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Summary: Sustainable development and sustainability can be seen as the buzzwords of today. Sustainable development
is integrated in politics and it has become part of many everyday aspects of life since we are encouraged to take 
individual action in these matters. Sustainable development is commonly divided into economic, environmental, and 
social aspects, but it is a balanced whole that characterises the concept. However, the concept has its shortcomings – 
one being that emphasis is often placed on economic viability and environmental considerations, meanwhile social 
inequalities are treated as secondary challenges. The problem of this tendency is that supposedly sustainable 
transformations of, for example, energy production might serve to reproduce inequalities and injustice in yet a new 
form. 

The aim of this thesis is to investigating how sustainability was applied to wind-power in four north Swedish 
newspapers between 2009 and 2016. Northern wind-power developments and associated discourses are interesting 
because it is an ongoing contemporary process with many underlying dimensions of power – for example, between the 
indigenous Sámi people and the non-indigenous majority – stemming from Swedish colonisation of the region which 
makes sustainable development more complex. In other words, the study is looking for the socially constructed 
connections between sustainability and wind-power, and how these connections are influenced by societal relations of 
power, in newspaper articles. The method of conducting this research is qualitative and based on a critical discourse 
analysis approach.

The study can confirm that sustainability in relation to wind-power was seen as ‘green’ economic growth by 
influential actors such as political parties, government actors and the wind-power industry, and that their perspective 
dominated the discourses to a large extent. Other perspectives involving social considerations were also represented in 
newspaper articles by Sámi and rural persons, as well as environmental organisations, but their understanding of 
sustainability and perception of northern wind-power had a marginal position in the discourses during the first half of 
the studied time-interval, 2009 – 2012. However, in 2012 a Sámi perspective on wind-power was first brought into the 
discourses and issues of lacking indigenous rights were raised more often thereafter in relation to sustainability. In a 
similar fashion rural development organisations, the liberal newspapers, and some environmental organisations argued 
for more local participation and self-determination in the planning processes of wind-power from 2013 to ensure local 
acceptance and, consequently, sustainability from a social perspective. At the same time, around 2014 – 2015, many 
dominant actors that motivated the sustainability of wind-power by green growth left the discourses which shifted the 
general emphasis towards more social and environmental aspects. This discursive change might indicate a 
corresponding change in society, but it remains uncertain if the trend will continue and how far-reaching the effects are.
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1. Introduction
Sustainable development can be described as the global humanitarian movement of this era, and its aim 
representing an attempt to address major contemporary problems. It is an integrated part of Swedish 
domestic and international politics (see Nykvist et al., 2013; Regeringen, 2016, 2014, 2004), as well as a 
significant post on the global political agenda – e.g. the UN’s agenda for 2030 with its sustainable 
development goals (UN, 2015; UNDP, 2016). Sustainability was first formalised by a UN initiative into the 
Brundtland Report where the term sustainable development was defined (WCED, 1987). The general goal of 
sustainable development is to reduce environmental degradation from human activities so that they meet the 
planet’s environmental capacity (Rockström et al., 2009), while maintaining economic viability and ensuring
intra- and intergenerational social equity (WCED, 1987). Sustainable development should be seen as a 
holistic concept incorporating contextually relevant considerations, and there is no pronounced hierarchy 
between environmental, economic and social factors. Within sustainable development there is arguably a 
plurality of voices portraying or emphasising different aspects of sustainability simultaneously, and 
sustainable development as an ideal can be said to be a balancing act between different contextually relevant 
perspectives. 

Today sustainable development permeate society as it is retold by media, lived and performed by 
individuals, enacted in politics and policy, and proclaimed by corporations. Sustainable development 
discourses in its plurality of forms have become universal, but the effects thereof are not fully as all-
encompassing. Environmental degradation and climate change are, with all likelihood, the major problems of
the near future that we have merely begun to address, but the pre-existing problem of gross intragenerational 
inequalities are still left largely unresolved. In that sense, some of the main sustainability challenges to date 
are the social questions of equal access to and distribution of resources, self-determination, environmental 
justice, and decolonisation – to name a few. These social sustainability challenges are certainly connected to 
environmental and economic aspects of sustainable development, but they have a tendency of being 
secondary considerations compared with economic growth and environmental degradation. This is apparent 
on a global scale as affluent societies are able move polluting activities elsewhere rather than changing the 
polluting practice altogether. Even within relatively affluent and democratic societies underlying structural 
marginalisation is affecting certain groups of the population while leaving the privileged majority oblivious 
of both effects and their own part in upholding such a structure. This is a situation that may occur in relation 
to renewable energy production that renders such development quite unsustainable as it takes the form of 
technological progressivism and ‘green’ industrial production for the sake of a national common good. 

Consequently, what is being heralded as sustainable development is far from equally beneficial to 
everyone in society. The reason may be that sustainable development is defined within a hegemonic 
discourse of “identity politics that render invisible experiences of the more marginal members […] and 
construct an homogenized ‘right way’ to be its member” (Yuval-Davis, 2006:195). In other words, 
sustainability can be seen as an individualised political standpoint of what should constitute as a good life in 
balance with environmental and economic factors for those of a certain subject position, but clearly this form
of sustainable development is not as inclusive as one might be inclined to believe. The belief in and 
credibility of sustainable development are influenced by the social positioning of the individual in the sense 
that those who stand to gain from sustainable development already tend to be the privileged – be it from an 
economic, cultural or intellectual perspective (Mulinari and Sandell, 2009:501)

“We argue that it is characteristic of late modernity, as an account of the world, that it 
actively writes away the fact that patriarchal, colonial and capitalist relations mark the 
world, and how people live and experience these, at the same time that experiences of 
privileged groups are spoken as universal.” (Mulinari and Sandell, 2009:505)

This issue is not only limited to sustainable development, but appears to be a common problem of western 
humanism in general. If applied to the the case of sustainability it becomes possible to question not only 
what constitutes as sustainable or unsustainable, but more importantly it enables an analysis of sustainability 
by and for whom.

Sweden has a relatively strong sustainable development agenda which involves ambitious goals for 
renewable energy production. The goal is a nationwide transformation into a fossil-free society (Regeringen, 
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2015a, 2015b), which has already resulted in a phase of rapid wind-power developments in the north of 
Sweden (Swedish Energy Agency, 2016). Renewable energy production are placed where ecosystems or 
weather conditions provide beneficial flows of energy – so called areas of state interest (Swedish Energy 
Agency, 2015). The problem is that a significant proportion of present-day and future renewable energy 
developments are located within Sámi territory which raises the question of whether the continuation of such
developments are sustainable. Wind-power, or more generally renewable energy, developments change the 
surrounding natural environment. They affect human beings psychologically as industrial developments and 
the effects from them are interpreted and ascribed with meaning. Indigenous peoples across the globe have 
their territories usurped by industrial natural resource exploitations – by of which renewable energy 
developments are part of if they occupy already contested lands. If renewable energy developments are to be 
sustainable they will have to be acceptable to those affected by them.

From the perspective of Sámi people development of renewable energy is, for the most part, a silent or 
rather a silenced operation - both now and in the past when Sweden’s hydroelectric production were 
constructed (Öhman, 2016a, 2016b; Öhman and Thunqvist, 2016). Media discourses on wind-power and 
sustainability have a tendency of neglecting and marginalising indigenous opposition when concerned with 
the national or societal ‘common good’ that it represents for the non-indigenous population (Beach, 1997; 
Lawrence, 2009; Össbo, 2014). Thus, the expansion of renewable energy production is very much a question 
of power. Dominant groups in society are able to exploit land which are of marginal importance to them 
while ignoring that other groups are of a different opinion. This is the case of contemporary Swedish wind-
power developments in the northern mountainous regions of Sweden argues Rebecca Lawrence (2009) in her
case study on the subject. 

Fig 1. Map of Sápmi – the land of the Sámi (Sunesson, n.d.). Light blues indicate Sámi territory, and red dotted lines 
national boarders. Nation states in picture from left to right: Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Russia.

The northern half of the country belonged to the indigenous people – the Sámi – prior to Swedish 
agricultural and, later, industrial colonisation that took off in earnest between the 17th and the 19th century 
when the state claimed Sámi territory as crown land (Dahlberg et al., 2010). The Sámi people are referring to
their land as Sápmi or Sabme (Öhman, 2016b:63), and as can be noted in the map of Sápmi (fig. 1) it covers 
parts of Finland, Norway, Russia and Sweden (Lantto, 2010). The two northernmost counties of Sweden, 
Västerbotten and Norrbotten (fig. 2), are of interest in this thesis since they they are fully located in Sápmi. 
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All of Sápmi within Swedish boarders is already affected by industrial natural resource exploitation such as 
hydro-power, forestry and mining. 

Fig 2. Map of Sweden. Areas of present-day Sámi Communities are coloured (Sunesson, n.d.), and the two 
northernmost counties marked. Illustration made by Tanja Zamani.

Wind-power in the Swedish part of Sápmi has increased more than eightfold from 2009 to 2015 (Swedish 
Energy Agency, 2016) and planned wind-power developments are representing a manifold of the 2015’s 
capacity (Swedish Energy Agency, 2015). The Sámi parliament have expressed their deep concern about the 
situation at numerous occasions as well as voiced the necessity of Sámi self-determination in these matters, 
but to little avail. A significant improvement is still absent which has led the Sámi parliament to accuse 
Sweden of not fulfilling the UN resolution Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (A/RES/61/295) 
(Sámi parliament, 2016a, 2016b, 2009; see UN, 2008). The recent and prospected wind-power developments
in Sápmi are, from the perspective of the Sámi people, clearly what numerous scholars define as 
environmental injustice (see Dahlberg et al., 2010; Muir and Booth, 2012; Sandler and Pezzullo, 2007; 
Schlosberg and Carruthers, 2010; West et al., 2006). Environmental injustice can be described as:
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“[…] unequal siting of environmentally undesirable land uses, routine marginalization from 
environmental decision-making processes, and denial of just compensation and informed 
consent in environmental matters.” (Sandler and Pezzullo, 2007:8)

Recent research on wind-power’s effects on reindeer herding – a culturally important practice to the Sámi 
people (Beach, 1997) – gives support to the perception of wind-power as environmental injustice, even 
though the authors does not make such claims themselves as they are more concerned with the reindeer (see 
Skarin et al., 2016, 2013; Skarin and Åhman, 2014). Furthermore, if the current wind-power developments 
are placed within the historical context of what Lawrence (2009) refers to as internal colonisation, and other 
extensive industrial developments in Sápmi are taken into consideration, it becomes evident that wind-power
developments in Sápmi cannot be seen in isolation and still be understood as what it means to the Sámi 
people. The underlying cause of the ill treatment of Sámi people in the past is, in short, racism, and since it 
remains an unresolved area renewable energy developments are perhaps not only an instance of mere 
injustice as it is part of a larger oppressive structure. Some scholars would define the situation at hand as 
environmental racism (see Whyte, 2016) directed at the Sámi people. Another usable concept to be employed
in understanding the cumulative effects of historical and contemporary encroachments on Sámi territory and 
livelihoods is slow violence (Nixon, 2011). Slow violence can be understood as attritional harm that adds up 
over time and space. In other words, the single acts of violence may be relatively small and dispersed while 
their occurrence are relentless (Nixon, 2011:2). 

If Swedish sustainable development discourses and practices are not sufficiently addressing the history 
of colonisation nor its present-day effects in its enthusiasm for renewable energy, sustainable adaptations 
may serve to reproduce colonial relations in the north. A number of academic works concerned with Sámi 
experiences of renewable energy developments in Sápmi points out the importance addressing the underlying
colonial relations between the Sámi people and the Swedish state (Lawrence, 2009; Öhman, 2016a; Öhman 
and Thunqvist, 2016; Össbo, 2014). Yet, very little research, apart from Lawrence’s work (2009), has 
investigated the colonial aspects of contemporary wind-power developments in Sápmi. Therefore, the 
purpose of this study is to critically evaluate the supposedly sustainable transformation of energy production 
and the discourses surrounding it by reconnecting it to the underlying colonial context.

1.1. Research Questions and Aim
The intention of this thesis is to study the intersection points of three separate discourses – sustainability, 
wind-power and indigenous rights – in north Swedish newspapers. The thesis seeks an answer to the 
following questions:

• In what ways are wind-power discursively connected to sustainability in debate- and news-articles, 
and how does this social construct change over time?

• How is the perception of sustainability and wind-power influenced by societal relations of power – 
such as between the Sámi people and the non-indigenous population?

This thesis investigates media representations of the discourses about wind-power, sustainability, and 
indigenous rights at the points where they cross. The primary area of interest is where the sustainability of 
wind-power is discussed in relation to a Sámi perspective, but the study has a general interest in how 
sustainability is employed in relation to wind-power in the north of Sweden. The purpose of studying these 
discourses is to examine and show how the meaning of sustainability is variable depending on for what 
purpose, and by whom, the concept is being used. In turn, such knowledge can provide insight into what is 
being excluded from discourses about wind-power and sustainability, and thereby give an indication of 
underlying dimensions of power – such as the potentially hegemonic perception of sustainable development 
held by the non-indigenous population studied herein. The reason why this study about sustainability 
discourses in the north of Sweden is relevant is that the region has abundant of both presently exploited as 
well as untapped natural resources that are of importance to the recent national ambitions of ‘green’ 
industrial growth. Furthermore, the north of Sweden once belonged to the Sámi people and unresolved 
colonial relations are continuously flaring up in conflicts over land use.
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Hence, the aim of the thesis is dual. First, it is to gain a better understanding of the ways sustainability, 
and especially the so called social dimension, is conceptualised in relation to wind-power by actors engaged 
in public debate. Secondly, the thesis seek to show the ways power are present in sustainability discourses on
wind-power, and in doing so generating insights within a sustainable development context – such as 
highlighting the importance, and presumably also the lack, of indigenous rights in particular and a social 
perspective in general.

2. Previous Research: Swedish Colonialism in the North
The history of Swedish colonisation is not officially acknowledged as such by the Swedish state because it 
occurred within the national boarders; the past is not seen as problematic by the Swedish non-indigenous 
population; and the subject of colonialism does not appear often in public debate (Lawrence, 2009:6-9; 
Össbo, 2014:4; see SOU, 1986). The Sámi people was recognised by the Swedish state as an indigenous 
people in 1977 (Prop. 1976/77:80) (Regeringen, 1977), as a national minority in 1999 (Prop. 1998/99:143) 
and 2009 (SFS 2009:724) (Regeringen, 2009a, 1999), and acknowledged by law as an indigenous people in 
2011 (Prop. 2009/10:80) (Regeringen, 2009b). However, Sweden has not ratified the International Labour 
Organisation’s (ILO) Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169) that would strengthen the 
actual enforcement of indigenous rights (ILO, 1989; Lantto and Mörkenstam, 2008:40-41). This chapter will 
present a literature review that serves as a historical background of Swedish colonialism in the northern 
region. The literature review will describe main historical events of a colonial nature from the 17 th century 
until present times. Particular emphasis will be on how earlier hydro-electrical developments have been 
conducted, and the Sámi experience thereof, with the purpose of placing the current renewable energy 
developments – i.e. wind-power – within a larger context of colonial industrial exploitation.

In 17th century the Swedish state initiated its sanctioned settler-colonisation of what the state perceived 
as its own, yet unused, northern provinces. At the time the Sámi people were recognised as a pre-existing 
population eligible to similar rights to own land as the settling Swedish agriculturalists because they were 
also tax paying tenures (Korpijaakko-Labba and Nissén-Hyvärinen, 1994:327, 329-330; Lantto, 2010:545; 
Lawrence, 2009:14; Össbo, 2014:38-39,41). Nevertheless, the state-initiated colonisation was based upon a 
conceptualisation of the land as terra nullius since the land was not claimed by another sovereign state 
(Lawrence, 2009:12). Apart from deliberate misconceptions about the relative emptiness of the northern 
region and to whom it belonged, the underlying Swedish reasoning behind the colonial settlements was that 
the livelihoods of agricultural settlers and Sámi reindeer herders were believed to be able to co-exist without 
conflict since their sources of sustenance were different in kind despite their occupation of the same areas – 
known among scholars as the ‘parallel theory’ (Allard, 2006:34; Beach, 1997:124; Lawrence, 2009:22; 
Össbo, 2014:41). However, the parallel theory gave way to “racist perceptions of Sami culture that defined 
them incorrectly as nomads without property rights” (Dahlberg et al., 2010:215) and was abandoned in the 
late 1700s and early 1800s in favour of further agricultural settler-colonisation and state interest in natural 
resources such as forest and mineral deposits (Korpijaakko-Labba and Nissén-Hyvärinen, 1994:331-332; 
Kvist, 1994:205, 207; Lawrence, 2009:12-13; Össbo, 2014:2, 42). 

2.1. The Reindeer Grazing Acts
“The first Reindeer Grazing Act of 1886 limited reindeer grazing, hunting, and fishing rights to 
reindeer-herding Sami. These rights were restricted under the Reindeer Grazing Acts of 1928 and
1971, and the Sami rights of herding, fishing, and hunting were thereafter considered privileges 
granted by a benevolent State.” (Öhman, 2016b:75)

In the 19th century Sámi territory was claimed by the state as crown land through the unilateral Land 
Partitioning Statue in 1873 and Sámi livelihoods were subjugated to state regulation by the Reindeer Grazing
Act (RGA) of 1886 (Lawrence, 2009:12, 15-16). At the same time the so called ‘cultivation boarder’ was 
established to “[…] limit the encroachments of the settlers who had settled by the coast during the 18 th and 
19th centuries and who had progressively worked their way up into the Sámi mountain areas” (Lawrence, 
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2009:15). Although, through the state regulation colonising settlers were granted ownership of the land they 
cultivated meanwhile Sámi claims of ownership were nullified (Lawrence, 2009:15-16). The former right of 
Sámi people to own land as individual property was replaced with collectivised usufruct, or disposal, rights 
to reindeer grazing on allocated lands divided between, but not owned by, the organisational predecessors of 
the present-day Sámi Communities (Korpijaakko-Labba and Nissén-Hyvärinen, 1994:355-357; Kvist, 
1994:209; Lantto and Mörkenstam, 2008:30; Össbo, 2014:2). A Sámi Community is financial and 
administrative unit for Sámi reindeer herders regulated in the RGA, and not a social or residential 
community. The Sámi rights to hunt and fish for sustenance needs were maintained, but implicit in the legal 
act was that nomadic reindeer herders in the mountainous regions were considered ‘real’ Sámi. For example, 
the forest Sámi, who practised agriculture to a greater extent and resided below the cultivation boarder, was 
not considered as authentic from a Swedish non-indigenous viewpoint (Lantto and Mörkenstam, 2008:29-
32). However, it should be noted that both of these groups were engaged in the herding of reindeer at the 
time, but to varying degrees. In practice this imposed criteria of indigenity began to split the Sámi people 
which will become more apparent during the later RGAs (Lawrence, 2009:14; Öhman, 2016b:74). 

Conflicts between Sámi people and agricultural settlers resulted in a revising of the RGA in 1898 where 
the state further imposed its paternalist authority through detailed regulations designed to “control herd 
movements and herder responsibilities for the protection of crops” (Beach, 1997:124). The underlying racist 
motive that served to justify the state intervention was that the Sámi should give way for Swedish 
agricultural interests and technological progress due to their cultural inferiority as primitive nomads 
“unwilling to learn the civilised habits of modern society” (Lawrence, 2009:23), and, hence, in need of a 
paternalist government’s guidance (Kvist, 1994:208; Lantto and Mörkenstam, 2008:30, 34). The regulation 
was implemented by appointing regional Swedish bailiffs that were to mediate between opposing groups and
formulate local agreements in accordance to the RGA of where and how reindeer herding was conducted 
(Össbo, 2014:29-30). 

In 1928 the RGA was again renewed and the state definition of ‘real’ Sámi as nomadic reindeer herders 
was made explicit. As a result, the usufruct rights to reindeer grazing, hunting and fishing were thereby 
solely directed towards reindeer herding Sámi that held membership in a Sámi Community. Only those who 
practised reindeer herding as their primary source of sustenance – or had parents that herded – were entitled 
to membership in the Sámi Communities. All of those Sámi that practised a different, or mixed, livelihood 
with little or no reindeer herding lost their indigenous rights (Kvist, 1994:209; Öhman, 2016b:74-75; Össbo, 
2014:11-12, 47-48). In other words, the state did not only regulate Sámi land-use, but it also managed to 
control who were to be considered Sámi and in effect splitting and decimating the Sámi people (Lantto and 
Mörkenstam, 2008:32).

The RGA was revised again in 1971 when it became know to the Swedish government that the Sámi 
people were worse off than the Swedish majority in terms of, for example, infant mortality. According to 
Hugh Beach (1997), the RGA of 1971 is therefore concerned with a rationalisation of reindeer herding with 
the aim of increasing its productivity in order to raise “the living standard of reindeer herders” (Beach, 
1997:125). In the 1990s concerns about the environmental impact of reindeer herding motivated additions to 
the RGA of 1971 which imposed collective reindeer quotas assigned to each Sámi Community and natural 
management strategies to counter perceived loss of biodiversity and erosion (1997:123-127). Again, Swedish
behaviour towards the Sámi is clearly paternalistic (Beach, 1997:126) and even if the state tries to act in the 
best interest of everyone it neglects to make clear parallels between the unresolved colonial relations and its 
contemporary expressions. Therefore, the RGA of 1971, and especially the additions made in the 1990s, 
caused many Sámi “to regard the ecology promoted by the state as yet another instrument of Swedish 
colonialism” (1997:122) – a perception also influenced by how environmental arguments were used by 
northern land owners and industrialists in order to guise their own self-interests (1997:130).

Lastly, because of the state regulation of Sámi livelihoods and the indigenous status it is nowadays only 
the reindeer herding Sámi that are entitled to the indigenous rights, but they are in fact but a part of the Sámi 
people in terms of cultural belonging and identification. The practice and produce of reindeer herding 
certainly have central position in Sámi culture, and in this thesis it is a Sámi reindeer herder perspective that 
is represented. However, it should be noted that there are other aspects of Sámi livelihoods and culture, such 
as an indigenous knowledge system, traditional crafts, singing, etc., but that these cultural markers were 
excluded from an indigenous status after the RGA of 1928.
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2.2. Industrial Natural Resource Exploitation
The motive for Swedish colonisation of the northern region was to acquire new territory and to access the 
natural resources found therein. It began with silver deposits found in Nasafjäll (Korpijaakko-Labba and 
Nissén-Hyvärinen, 1994:333; Kvist, 1994:205) and as more mineral deposits were found and the value of 
forest increased so did Swedish interest in possessing the land (Össbo, 2014:2). The seemingly untapped 
internal territory quickly became perceived as “the Land of the Future” and “Sweden’s West Indies” with the 
alluring prospect of providing funding and raw materials for Sweden’s imperial and, later on, industrial 
ambitions (Lawrence, 2009:12; Össbo, 2014:52). 

Coinciding with the state’s unilateral claims to all remaining Sámi territory as well as the first 
imposition of state regulation upon Sámi livelihoods was the industrial revolution. At the time the booming 
iron industries demanded large quantities of wooden charcoal, and the state claims on the northern region 
served the purpose of securing access to the resource in question (Lawrence, 2009:13). It is therefore 
possible to assert that the colonisation of the north and the raw materials extracted there played an important 
part in Swedish industrialisation from the onset. Forest and mineral deposits of the colonised north arguably 
formed the foundation of Swedish industrial economy and later welfare politics, and they have remained 
important assets for the state since (Össbo, 2014:4, 52). However, forestry and mining were merely the 
beginning of exploitation of natural resources in the north. By the early 20th century large-scale hydroelectric 
developments were initiated and followed by an intensification of northern exploitations due to the 
construction of railway-tracks and energy to power freight-trains (Össbo, 2014:75). 

According to Åsa Össbo (2014:10), hydroelectric production in the north marks a transition from 
agrarian to industrial colonisation, but most preconditions were already in place at the time – i.e. the state 
take-over of northern territory and the gradual regulation of Sámi land-use. There are two important 
additional factors that influenced the process of hydroelectric developments in the north. First, the law 
concerning water-courses was altered to become more favourable towards hydroelectric developments and, 
secondly, that electrical transfer technology became sufficiently advanced to allow for energy transfers from 
the hinterland to the coast and from the north to the south. Before these changes the possibility and need of 
exploitation of north inland water-courses were modest – in fact, only four lakes in the northern region was 
regulated by large hydro-power dams before 1936 when the necessary transfer technology became available 
(Össbo, 2014:56). Moreover, the war-time crisis during the two world wars resulted in scarcity of solid fossil
fuel, coal, to power industrial production. Therefore, industrial demands had yet again to be satisfied by 
resources found within the national boarders, and interest in utilising the northern water-courses for energy 
production was heightened (Össbo, 2014:63-64, 72, 105-106). This tendency was especially prominent 
during the second world war when a temporary crisis-law designed to facilitate hydroelectric developments 
were put in place, which resulted in a phase of rapid planning and development processes. However, the 
temporary crisis-law and the simplified bureaucratic procedure it enabled were not abandoned at the end of 
the war. The phase of swift hydroelectric developments continued until the 1960’s when Sámi and 
environmentalist opposition finally could mobilise sufficient political resources to halt the industrialisation 
of the northern water-courses (Össbo, 2014:104).

Hydroelectric production in the north became the base of the national energy usage, and it remains a 
central part of national energy production to this date – during years of generous water flow hydro-power 
contributes with up to 50 % of energy production (Össbo, 2014:1). The magnitude of hydro-electric 
production in Sweden can be illustrated by the fact that all but three major rivers have been dammed, and 
that there are about 200 large and 10000 small hydroelectric dams within the national boarders – most of 
them situated in the north (Öhman, 2016a:62). This enormous industrial exploitation affecting the northern 
region and peoples was explicitly motivated by the common good of the nation, meanwhile the underlying 
motives of the political and industrial establishment in the south-central regions were technological progress,
modernity, and accumulation of capital (Öhman, 2016a:64; Össbo, 2014:52, 72, 103).

“The Swedish hydropower system was built up based on cheap energy of the North, at the 
expense of legally excluded and diminished rights for the stakeholders. This was made 
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possible by arguing that exploitation was for the sake of ‘the common good’” (Össbo, 
2014:260)

The effects of these exploitations was certainly felt most harshly by the Sámi people since a huge 
amount grazing-land and fishing-waters were transformed into water impediments, or otherwise fragmented 
by associated infrastructure (Össbo, 2014:2-3). However, also non-indigenous agricultural settlers were 
negatively affected by hydroelectric developments and excluded from political decision-making, and herein 
lies one marked difference between the agricultural colonisation of the previous era and what Össbo 
(2014:10) defines as industrial colonialism. During the previous colonial era the Sámi was forced into the 
role of colonial subjects, but as a result of industrial exploitation the northern settler population became more
subordinated to needs and whims the nation-state. The crisis-law and improved electrical-distribution 
technology moved hydroelectric developments northwards towards the periphery, but the political and 
legislative power remained in southern centres (Össbo, 2014:136). Thus, the northern industrial colonisation 
involves two dimensions power – one between the Sámi people and the non-indigenous majority, and 
another between the periphery and the centre regardless of ethnicity (Össbo, 2014:10, 14). The colonial 
experience of the northern peoples was that of dispossession as hydroelectric developments claimed land, 
and marginalisation in relation to the discursive constructs about a national common good and modernisation
(Össbo, 2014:122, 132, 261). Even so, the experience of subordination differs in kind and degree between 
the Sámi people and the northern peripheral population in general because the Sámi people are facing a 
multiple subordination (see Acker, 2006; Brah and Phoenix, 2013; Collins, 1998; Davis, 2008; Yuval-Davis, 
2006) in relation to both political and administrative centres as well as the non-indigenous majority in the 
north – a periphery within the periphery (Össbo, 2014:132, 134-135). The multiple subordination of the Sámi
was, for example, accentuated in the sense that the negative impact experienced by Sámi reindeer herders 
were neglected and made invisible, meanwhile the damage done to agricultural settlers were acknowledged 
and compensated for by relocation to new land (Össbo, 2014:103). In short, this process provided electricity 
in the name of the national common good, it acknowledged the sacrifice of the northern non-indigenous 
population, and it brought development to the north. These arguments served to legitimise the colonial 
exploitation of the northern landscape in the eyes of the non-indigenous majority, but at the same time the 
process further undermined the social position of the Sámi people (Össbo, 2014:137). The colonial state can 
therefore be seen as systematically taking advantage of its jurisdictional and legislative power over its 
peripheral territory by creating and reformulating laws in accordance to the needs perceived by privileged 
groups in the administrative centres. 

2.3. Contemporary Reproduction of Colonial Relations
Today, issues of natural resource exploitation in the north have not yet been resolved, and in some ways they 
have rather been intensified – at least from a Sámi perspective. The modern forestry industry practice 
extensive clear-cutting methods and replant a mono-cultural forest with low biodiversity which provides 
little grazing for reindeer. Mining and mineral prospecting have recently been opened up for further 
exploitation, and currently wind-power developments are making its way north towards the periphery alike 
hydro-power production once did a century earlier (Öhman, 2016b:75-76). Wind-power developments 
occupy large areas of already limited grazing land (Sámi parliament, 2016a); further fragment the landscape 
due to associated infrastructure (e.g. access roads and power lines) (Sámi parliament, 2009:5, 15); and affect 
an even larger surrounding area in terms of disturbance to the reindeer (Skarin and Åhman, 2014). 

According to Anna Skarin et al. (2016:3-4) the recent dramatic expansion of wind-power in the north of 
Sweden has been conducted despite lacking knowledge about the effects on reindeer herding, and especially 
regarding extensive, long-term and cumulative effects. Their research shows negative effects from wind-
power developments on access to grazing land and in terms of limitations to migration paths that reindeer 
may use willingly (Skarin et al., 2013). During the construction of wind-turbines disturbance to reindeer 
caused them to shun the site and surrounding area (Skarin et al., 2013), and the observed avoidance 
continued after completion – e.g. influenced by factors such as increased human presence as well as barrier-
effects produced by new power-lines and roads (Skarin et al., 2016). Furthermore, interviews with reindeer 
herders have pointed out that the reindeer decreased their use of areas within visible and auditorial range of 
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the wind-power turbines and started using areas that are topographically clouded from the developments. The
tendency has been confirmed by GPS-positioning and analysis of faecal occurrence, which indicates that 
disturbance to reindeer are measurable up to a distance of three kilometres (Skarin et al., 2016). These 
changes produce more environmental pressure on other grazing areas which were used at other times of the 
year beforehand, or as reserve stock (Skarin et al., 2016). It may also affect reindeer’s willingness to make 
use of migration paths which results in problems for the herders whom are forced to use more personnel or 
resort to moving reindeer by truck. Hence, wind-power developments are reducing the economic and 
environmental feasibility of a culturally acceptable indigenous livelihood that is central to Sámi culture and 
identity.

The cumulative effects of these multiple intrusions from industrial exploitation and infrastructure poses 
a multitude of encroachments to Sámi livelihoods which in practice undermines their indigenous rights in a 
process that can be described as slow violence (Nixon, 2011) if not colonial (Össbo, 2014:262). One of the 
main contemporary challenges for reindeer herders is that they constantly have to defend their livelihoods 
against the interests of property owners – either state or private –  to maintain access to grazing areas. In 
other words, the indigenous rights are lacking sufficient enforcement to efficiently support Sámi claims 
against land owner’s economic interests (Sasvari and Beach, 2011). 

“The responsibility for such initiatives rests ultimately with the Swedish State, as it is the 
state that, historically, has shaped and to a great extent created the roots of the problem in the
first instance.” (Sasvari and Beach, 2011:135)

Anett Sasvari and Hugh Beach (2011:134) notes that developments and extractive operations on Sámi 
grazing areas must be – but rarely are – deliberated in participation with the Sámi communities. It is thus 
apparent that Sámi rights to a culturally meaningful livelihood are respected only as far as it does not 
compete with other cultural or economic activities (Beach, 1997:144-145). A report produced by researchers 
from Luleå and Umeå university in collaboration with the Norrbotten county administrative board echoes 
this perspective:

“As long as the Sámi rights and their historical causes are unclear and contested it is likely 
that every natural resource exploitative activity gives rise to conflicts. These conflicts are 
destructive and painful for affected people and local communities. Here the state has a large 
responsibility to make procedures clear and to contribute to a process that can result in 
reconciliation between different groups given the historical wrongs committed in the past.” 
([authour’s translation] Lindahl et al., 2016:5)

The requests of the Sámi people are similar to those of other colonised indigenous peoples in their 
demand of an end of colonialism, and the beginning of a process of decolonisation through self-
determination (Lantto and Mörkenstam, 2008:26-27; Smith, 1999). However, under the Swedish paternalist 
regime the culturally important livelihoods of Sámi people are regulated, and because of this self-proclaimed
custodianship the Swedish state has the ultimate responsibility of representing a Sámi perspective (Sasvari 
and Beach, 2011). 

3. Method
The thesis is using a method based on critical discourse analysis (CDA) because of its potential of providing 
insight into the discursive construction of wind-power and sustainability, and the underlying relations of 
power influencing this process (Winther Jørgensen et al., 2000:66-95). According to one of the perspective’s 
founding personas – Norman Fairclought – the aim is to:

“to systematically explore often opaque relationships of causality and determination between
(a) discursive practices, events and texts, and (b) wider social and cultural structures, 
relations and processes; to investigate how such practices, events and texts arise out of and 
are ideologically shaped by relations of power and struggles over power”  (Fairclough, 
1995a:132)

A CDA approach implies both a method of research and a theoretical frame of understanding discourses and 
their role in society (Winther Jørgensen et al., 2000:66). Within this thesis CDA represents a qualitative 
method in the sense that the empirical material consists of written text that is not quantified but rather 
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interpreted and analysed by use of inductive literary coding, theoretical abstractions, abduction, etc.. The 
research conducted within this thesis should be seen as an intensive study of the discourses through a narrow 
selection of sources – namely, daily regional newspapers in two north Swedish counties between 2009 and 
2016. Other cases in the nearby geographical area or with similar conditions may share commonalities with 
the one studied here, but the findings of this study is not directly transferable to another context even though 
it might be of theoretical use as this study has been aided by previous research and theories originating from 
other cases.

The intention of this thesis is to study the intersection points of three separate discourses – 
sustainability, wind-power and indigenous rights – in north Swedish newspapers. It is possible to see the 
discourses as one that may involve elements partially representing the other two, but in this study they are 
perceived as three independent discourses that sometimes are connected, and it is these connections that are 
of interest. The study draws inspiration and guidance from Norman Fairclough (2009, 1995a), Michel 
Foucault (1991, 1971), Maarten Hajer and Wytske Versteeg (2005), and Marianne Winther Jørgensen et al. 
(2000). The application of CDA here has a more socio-cultural direction that deviates from Fairclough’s 
linguistic framework and should be considered closer to Foucault’s poststructuralist research on societal 
change – although with a limited scope in terms of time and spatial extent – and Hajer and Versteeg’s (2005) 
application of the concept when investigating environmental politics. The practical research design is 
influenced by how Simon Lindgren (2002:5) uses CDA with a media-sociological approach in his doctoral 
thesis on north Swedish youth discourses, and, also, by how Åsa Össbo (2014) use CDA in her doctoral 
thesis.

According to Foucault as described by Lindgren (2002), history does not change gradually in a linear 
fashion, but rather as series of epistemological disruptions which alters the institutionalised ways of thinking 
and talking. It is these institutionalised patterns of cognition and interaction that Foucault refer to as 
discourses, and it is how the concept of discourses is understood in this thesis (Lindgren, 2002:7-8). 
Discourses are distinguished from everyday discussion in the sense that they express “a particular linguistic 
regularity” that serves as a representation of reality (Hajer and Versteeg, 2005:175).

“‘Discourse’ is defined here as an ensemble of ideas, concepts and categories through which 
meaning is given to social and physical phenomena, and which is produced and reproduced 
through an identifiable set of practices.” (Hajer and Versteeg, 2005:175)

Within discourses, aspects of reality are transformed into object – i.e. knowledge – and intertextually linked 
to other known objects of reality in a process that is both shaped by social realities and shaping the social 
interpretation of reality – which, in turn, affects the formation of social identities and relations (Winther 
Jørgensen et al., 2000:67-68, 73). Intertextuality refer to how texts – or communicative actions – relate to 
each other and how this manifest or implicit relationship shape the text’s meaning in a dialectic manner. In a 
general sense intertextual or interdiscursive linkages can be seen as an indicator of societal change or 
stability – e.g. if new linkages between objects of knowledge are integrated into a particular pre-existing 
discourse it is possible to assume the shift also correspond to socio-cultural change (Winther Jørgensen et al.,
2000:76-78). Moreover, knowledge and the connections made between and within discourses are influenced 
by societal dimensions of power in the sense that discourses are not open to all actors in society, and that 
some topics – despite their potential relevance – are systematically excluded from certain discourses 
(Foucault, 1971:17; Lindgren, 2002:9). A discursive practice such as media texts may contribute to the 
production and reproduction of unequal relations of power between different social positions, but it can also 
serve to stimulate change at a societal level (Winther Jørgensen et al., 2000:69, 79-80). Dominant discourses 
may subjugate the general interpretation of a social or physical phenomena into a form that is relatively 
homogeneous, but they do not create a single unified perception of reality common to all those taking part in 
discourses – which means that even dominant discourses in some regard are open to contesting views. The 
underlying ontological assumption here is that there are multiple socially constructed realities in existence at 
the same time since reality is perceived at an individual level (Hajer and Versteeg, 2005:176). 

Discourses serves to produce and reproduce knowledge which influences people’s understanding of the 
world around them – rather than imposing a fixed interpretative or legal framework – which affects people’s 
behaviour and actions in a process which Foucault (1991) refers to as governmentality. Governmentality 
implies that people are governed by self-regulation in accordance to discourses build upon the perspective of 
dominant social groups and ideologies. Hence, discourses are not neutral but rather shaped by powerful 
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social groups to reinforce their social position in an “attempt to discipline society” (Hajer and Versteeg, 
2005:180). Foucault’s theory about how power and knowledge are intertwined through discursive practice is 
undoubtedly relevant in this study due to the contested nature of sustainability and wind-power in general, 
and particularly under the circumstances present in the north of Sweden. Lastly, CDA is critical in the sense 
that it produces normative emancipatory knowledge by uncovering underlying dimensions of power in the 
process of knowledge formation with the purpose of contributing to social change in a direction towards a 
more equal communication processes and, in turn, a just society as a whole (Winther Jørgensen et al., 
2000:69-70).

Nonetheless, there are certainly other ways of studying the social sustainability of wind-power and the 
underlying dimensions of power. In the process of this thesis a different approach involving the work of 
government actors has been considered. Government actors have the ultimate responsibility of representing a
Sámi perspective due to the paternalist regulation of Sámi livelihoods through the RGAs. The potential of 
this approach to the research problem has been investigated through an informal pilot interview with a 
municipal commissioner from a northern municipality. The interview did not aim to produce an empirical 
material, but rather to find out if it would be possible to acquire an empirical material by surveying county 
and municipal government actors – i.e. both elected representatives and civil servants. According to the 
municipal commissioner government actors would probably not prioritise filling in a survey, and if they did 
their answers would be politically correct, in accordance to the unjust legal situation, and vary mostly 
according to political party affiliation. 

The pilot interview was complemented by contacting two municipal and two county administrative 
boards and asking whether it would be possible to survey them. Only in one case, Skellefteå municipality, 
the answer was positive with reservation to the uncertainties of who might have the actual time to participate.
In two cases, the country administrative boards, a more limited cooperation through short correspondence 
with a few individuals could be considered. In one case, Överkalix municipality, there was no response from 
responsible government actors at all. The potential of acquiring a representative and nuanced empirical 
material directly from government actors was deemed to be lower than satisfactory, and, therefore, a CDA 
approach to media texts was chosen – but not without considering alternative research methods and areas.

3.1. Material
Media, and especially newspapers, is commonly referred to as the ‘Fourth Estate’ as it is a major socio-
political force in society alongside executive and legislative government bodies of the state. Media texts can 
be said to represent the Zeitgeist, or the spirit of the time, as they:

“[…] constitute a sensitive barometer of sociocultural change, and they should be seen as 
valuable material for researching change. Changes in society and culture manifest 
themselves in all their tentativeness, incompleteness and contradictory nature in the 
heterogeneous and shifting discursive practices of the media” (Fairclough, 1995b:52)

The reason for choosing to study discourses in conventional printed media and not on social media platforms
is that the discourses in newspapers still have a much wider reach in society – especially in matters of local 
or regional importance with little possibility of ‘going viral’. The regional newspapers studied in this thesis 
reaches many 10’s of thousand individuals per day, and they can be said to be influential as they are part of 
the ways social reality is produced and reproduced on an everyday basis (Lindgren, 2002:9). News articles 
and the discourses therein “serve as specific expressions of the predominant cultural codes in a culture and/or
a given period of time” (Lindgren, 2002:abstract). In other words, media is shaped by underlying societal 
notions, but media is also part of the reproduction of knowledge through the formation of a common 
experience of a given phenomenon – i.e. it has the power to define and disseminate information (Lindgren, 
2002:10-12). In sum, conventional newspapers remains important co-constructors of social reality even 
though the role of printed media is changing rapidly at the moment.

The empirical material of this study comes from four regional newspapers in Norrbotten and 
Västerbotten – Norrlänska Socialdemokraten, Norrbottenskuriren, Norran, Västerbottens-kuriren. The 
newspapers were selected because they are the two largest newspapers from each county, and that their 
political direction represent the nationally dominant political ideologies – from social-democrat to liberal and
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conservative. The time interval of interest spans from the beginning of 2009 to the end of 2016. 2009 was 
chosen as the starting point primarily because the Sámi parliament published their policy on wind-power that
year (Sámi parliament, 2009), but also for other reasons. The government renewed the energy policy in the 
beginning of 2009 which served to encourage further wind-power developments (Regeringen, 2009c).

Fig. 3. Wind-power Turbines per year, 2003 – 2015. Data acquired from appendix of the Energy Agency’s annual 
publication of wind-power statistics (Swedish Energy Agency, 2016).

In 2009 wind-power developments in the north had already started to become more frequent so the 
discourses were established at the time. The first significant increase of the rate of wind-power developments
in both counties occurred between 2007 and 2008, and the development rate reached peaks in 2012 for 
Västerbotten and in 2014 for Norrbotten (fig. 3) (Swedish Energy Agency, 2016). Therefore, during the 
selected time-span wind-power is assumed to be frequently discussed in printed media. 

3.1.1. Norrbotten County
The newspapers selected from Norrbotten county are Norrländska Socialdemokraten (NSD) and 
Norrbottens-Kuriren (NK). They are both owned by the NTM concern and operated through the company 
Norrbottens Media (NTM, n.d.). The two newspapers are nowadays produced and printed at the same 
location, but they have a degree of journalistic and political autonomy (Kungl. Biblioteket, 2017a, 2017b). 

Norrländska Socialdemokraten (NSD)
The NSD newspaper has an social-democratic editorial and the newspaper should be seen as representing a 
reform-socialist ideology inclined towards the centre of the political spectrum rather than the left – alike the 
Social Democrat party. The newspaper published its first circulation in 1919, and it is the biggest newspaper 
in the county. NSD had a daily circulation of 34100 papers reaching about 92000 readers in 2009, which 
decreased to 26800 sold papers and approximately 73000 readers per day in 2016 (Kungl. Biblioteket, 
2017a; TS Mediafakta et al., 2016:144).
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Norrbottenskuriren (NK)
The NK newspaper adhere to a liberal-conservative political direction associated to the ideology of the 
centre-right party coalition – the Alliance. The newspaper started in 1861, and today it is the biggest 
newspaper in Luleå – the administrative centre of Norrbotten county. NK’s daily edition in 2009 was 21100 
papers and it reached around 69000 readers, and in 2016 the edition was 16300 papers reaching ca. 56000 
readers (Kungl. Biblioteket, 2017b; TS Mediafakta et al., 2016:142).

3.1.2. Västerbotten County
Norran Frisinnad Länstidning (Norran)
The Norran newspaper under its current name stated publishing in 2010, but its predecessor Norra 
Västerbotten dates back to 1911. Material from 2009 was collected from the earlier newspaper, but it has 
been categorised together with later material from Norran since they are the same under different names. The
newspaper represents a liberal political ideology close to that of the Liberal party, but it is untied to the 
political party. The newspaper is owned by the foundation Skelleftepress. It is produced and printed in 
Skellefteå. In 2009 the newspaper had a circulation of 25700 sold papers which reached approximately 
59000 readers. Their daily circulation had decreased to 19700 papers and 49000 readers in 2016 (Kungl. 
Biblioteket, 2017c; TS Mediafakta et al., 2016:141).

Västerbottens-Kuriren (VK)
The VK newspaper was first published in 1900. It is explicitly unbound by a political party and its political 
ideology is liberal. The newspaper is currently owned by Västerbottens-Kurirens Media AB, but until 2013 it
was owned by Västerbottenskurirens aktiebolag. The newspaper is produced and printed in Umeå. VK is the 
biggest newspaper in Västerbotten county. It had a daily circulation of 35800 papers which reached about 
90000 readers in 2009. In 2016 the circulation had decreased to 28400 daily papers and 71000 readers 
respectively (Kungl. Biblioteket, 2017d; TS Mediafakta et al., 2016:223).

3.1.3. Selection
The news articles were accessed though a library service, BIBSAM, and a digital newspaper archive, 
Retriever, that keep electronic copies – both scanned pages and text-files – of the newspapers used in this 
study. To get an initial selection of articles of possible use the yearly editions were searched through by use 
of three keywords that represent the discourses the study are interested in, i.e. sustainable, wind-power and 
Sámi – including appropriate variations in all cases. Editorial-, debate- and news-articles as well as reader’s 
letters that mentioned sustainability and at least one of the two other keywords were then read through to 
find out if they contained relevant discursive material and whether they were sufficiently nuanced to be of 
use. Henceforth, all these types of articles will be referred to as articles or news-articles since they all are part
of the studied media discourses. 

Articles stating that wind-power is sustainable are only interesting for the empirical study if the 
connection possess a certain depth. It is difficult to define objective requirements for the selection of news 
articles other than being part of the aforementioned discourses since it is not only the written content of the 
news-articles that are important in this context – other factors may be who the sender, or article author, is; to 
what audience it appeals to; what style the article is using; etc.. As a guideline, articles that motivates why 
wind-power is sustainable, or not, have been included in the selection, while those articles simply making the
connection were not.

In this process 64 articles were found (see Appendix 1). The articles within the empirical material are of 
varying length and informational depth. Some are news-articles or editorials written by journalists at the 
newspapers, while others are debate-articles and reader’s letters from external authors. In a few instances the 
same article, with a slight variation of content, was published in more than one newspaper. In those cases 
deviation between the articles were taken notice of because they provide additional information such as 

13



being published by different newspapers across the political spectrum or having certain words or phrases 
altered. Double representation is not deemed to add unintentional bias to the material because it is not the 
number of articles or repetitions that from the basis of knowledge in qualitative studies such as this one, but 
rather a relevant, nuanced and varied material that enables fruitful interpretations and insights.

3.2. Critical Discourse Analysis
As mentioned in the beginning of this chapter, CDA is both a theory about the formation of social knowledge
and a research method. The theoretical framework and the ontology of CDA has already been discussed and 
it is now time to present how CDA has been used as method in previous research and how it will be used 
within this thesis.

The aim of this thesis is to analyse media texts in terms of their content and contextual meaning derived 
from the relationship between the text and the surrounding society (Lindgren, 2002:24, 27; Winther 
Jørgensen et al., 2000:72, 76) in order to understand, first, how knowledge about sustainability is socially 
constructed and, secondly, how power influences this process. Sustainability and the application of the 
concept to wind-power is assumedly a contested topic (see Hajer and Versteeg, 2005:176), and the discourses
represented in media texts can be seen as a struggle between various perspectives corresponding to certain 
socially constructed realities. For example, sustainability has a highly dynamic definition meanwhile the 
perception of wind-power developments may vary due to social position, place of residency and 
identification, political opinion, etc.. According to Lindgren (2002:33), through textual analysis these 
discursive contests can be mapped by taking notice of how “particular texts take up elements of different 
discourses and articulate them” (O’Sullivan et al., 2002:94) as well as the potential regularities found among 
groups of similar texts.

The study uses an inductive analytical approach similar to grounded theory with some deductive aspects
concerning power in a northern and indigenous context. The analytical framework is constructed according 
to the empirical material in the sense that coding and interpretation gradually evolves as the analysis progress
until it reaches a form which covers relevant variation found in the texts (Lindgren, 2002:41). Emphasis is to 
describe and explain the variation found in the discourses in the context they are part of (Winther Jørgensen 
et al., 2000:90) – or as Lindgren put it in his dissertation “focus is thus more on process and discovery rather 
than end-results and evidence” ([author’s translation] Lindgren, 2002:43). Therefore, the discourses are 
thoroughly described to give the reader sufficient insight into the social context as well as the analytical 
process itself. Afterwards the study focus on comparative analysis within and between the yearly aggregated 
discourses to find the main components of the construction of sustainability in relation to wind-power 
(Lindgren, 2002:40). According to Hajer and Versteeg (2005:175), discourse analysis is appropriate because 
of “[…] its capacity to reveal the role of language in politics, its capacity to reveal the embeddedness of 
language in practices and its capacity to answer ‘how’ questions and to illuminate mechanisms.” In other 
words, the analysis serves to illuminate what the dominant interpretation of reality is in the discourses at a 
given time and place, as well as why certain dominant perspectives prevails at the expanse of more marginal 
ones, and how discursive practice may change over time (Hajer and Versteeg, 2005:177, 181-182).

The application of CDA as a research method in this thesis can be seen as an adaptation of how the 
concept has been used in previous research. The process first involves a phase of familiarising with the 
selected empirical material and taking notice of the newspapers that the articles were published in and who 
the senders were. Another task during this phase is to collect, or extract, units of analysis from the 
newspapers articles. They consist of various lengths of text selected because they carry meaning relevant to 
this study. In practice, this result in units of analysis formed by a few words up to whole paragraphs. It 
should be noted that the process reduces the amount of information before analysis, and, consequently, that 
not all collected empirical material was analysed since it lacked relevant information.

The second step is to formulate the initial coding categories that are connected to units of analysis 
coming from the newspaper articles. The categories concerned with the sustainability in relation to wind-
power are inductive categories that correspond to how the concept of sustainability was employed in the 
discourses. These categories describe the mechanisms used to motivate, or reject, the sustainability of wind-
power. In conjunction, to capture how underlying power relations shape this process a different set of coding 
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categories based on the social and historical context described in the chapter on Swedish colonialism is used.
The categories describe marginalisation of certain social positions such as the northern region as a whole, 
rural populations, and the Sámi people. This approach involves a multi-step process where new codes 
emerge and initial codes are allowed evolve in an iterative manner to better describe variation and 
similarities found in the empirical material. For example, some of the initial codes was later deemed 
irrelevant or misleading and therefore they were changed, merged, and refined in order to get a coherent 
frame of analysis for the entire empirical material.

The interpretation of the coded material begins with a descriptive analysis of the discursive construct of 
sustainability at an aggregated level – i.e. all the yearly discourses taken together  – to acquire a general 
insight into how the concept was applied in relation to wind-power. The intention is here to understand the 
discourses as a whole as well as the difference between mechanisms expressed in the discourses. The second 
part of the analysis focus on variation and change within and between the yearly discourses by looking at the 
potential reasons found in the empirical material. This involves investigating how the use of sustainability as 
a concept affect how sustainability is connected to wind-power. Furthermore, the analysis also focus on how 
different senders express different mechanisms of sustainability in relation to wind-power in accordance to 
their social and political position. The results from these two analyses of variation are then tested against the 
observed annual change to find out whether it covariates with usage the of sustainability or if change can be 
explained by which senders that took part in the discourses. The final part of analysing the material is 
concerned with power in a social sense. The intention here is to investigate if and how the discourses 
produce a perception of wind-power and sustainability that corresponds to the interests of dominant social 
positions, and thereby reproduces, or alters, pre-existing relations of power between different groups in 
society. In sum, the analysis seeks answers to following operational research questions (Lindgren, 2002:13; 
Winther Jørgensen et al., 2000:90, 179):

• Which social position influenced the choice of presenting reality in this way, and what socio-political
consequences does the choice of the author have?

• What is the connection between particular texts, or groups of texts originating from similar senders, 
and a surrounding discursive and socio-cultural context? 

• How does the discursive practice contribute to the reproduction or change of the discursive structure 
and a wider social practice in society?

4. Results
In this chapter the empirical material will be presented by a thorough description of the discourses with the 
aim of making the reader familiar with the topic in its own social context. This is an important part of 
presenting the findings of the study because it provides insight into the discursive construction of 
sustainability and wind-power developments in the north of Sweden, but it also serves the purpose of 
situating the later analytical findings and the conclusions drawn from them.

What has been sought after in the discourses is factors, or mechanisms, used in public debate to link 
wind-power to sustainability, and how these change over time as well as between different actors applying 
sustainability in various discursive contexts. The material will be presented per year beginning with a table 
containing an overview of how sustainability was linked to wind-power, separated according to how 
sustainability is used, and provided description of the connections made between sustainability and wind-
power. The tables indicate what mechanisms were used in the newspaper articles during the particular year, 
but not how many articles that were part of the discourses nor how many repetitions of a certain factor – i.e. 
it simply indicates occurrence and not quantity. In addition, expressions of power found in the media texts 
will be highlighted. By the end of each year a summary of the annual discursive constructs of sustainability 
and expressions of power can be found. The last subsection of this chapter is concerned with the findings of 
how the sustainability of wind-power was constructed from 2009 to 2016 in printed public debate. 
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4.1. 2009
In the year of 2009 the discourses about sustainability and wind-power in the north were concerned with the 
role wind-power played in relation to notions about sustainable society, sustainable energy production, and 
sustainable development.

Table 1. Discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2009.

Sustainable Society
Firstly, references to a sustainable society was made by a rural development organisation – sv. Hela Sverige 
ska leva, the ‘Whole of Sweden shall live’; the Green political party - who is in coalition with the social 
democrat party; and the Centre party - a political party part of the liberal-conservative coalition. The rural 
organisation presented a neutral to negative perspective on wind-power as the article was concerned with the 
challenge of negative local impacts and the tendency of benefits and profits to be exported from the site of 
production. Therefore, if wind-power is developed in rural areas it should be contributing to the 
sustainability of local society by allowing for local self-determination, being open to local participation, and, 
lastly, by compensating the local community so that resources can be funnelled into rural development and 
preservation of rural services and welfare. However, the amount of compensation is largely up to wind-
power owners to decide and, therefore, subject to the willingness of the company in question to make 
amends in order to satisfy the local community. Implied in the article is that these requirements are not 
always met and that a stronger legal protection of local interests and rural life is needed (Appendix 1, 2009-
01-22).

The Centre party’s article was positively inclined towards wind-power. The Centre party emphasised the
renewability of wind-power’s energy source, but they were more concerned with the economic gains 
expected to come out of wind-power developments. A sustainable society was connected to wind-power 
because of the potential of profits and employment opportunities that could contribute to other forms of 
societal development. Wind-power would, according to the Centre party, create a more sustainable society in 
the sense of energy security – by means of national self-sufficiency – necessary in a politically unstable 
world. The article contains numerous references to the nation as a whole and the north of Sweden is 
constructed within the discourse as a region with abundant natural resources and space ample for wind-
power developments necessary for the national energy transition. 

“Med den klimatproposition som regeringen nyligen presenterat ökas takten i omställningen 
till ett långsiktigt hållbart samhälle. Detta ses av en del som en uppoffring. Men man kan 
också välja att se det som en möjlighet.” (Appendix 1, 2009-04-11)
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“According to the climate-proposition that the government recently presented the rate of 
transition towards a long-term sustainable society is increased. This is seen by some as a 
sacrifice. But one can also choose to see it as an opportunity.” (Author’s translation)

A parallel between exploiting natural resources in the north and development of the region is clearly made, 
and the negative effects of exploitation are mentioned as sacrifice to be made for the common good – both 
for the nation and to achieve regional development. However, the article by the Centre party did 
simultaneously raise the problem of profits from industrial activities being funnelled out of the region and 
leaving the north with the destructive effects without just compensation, but they were unclear about how 
this problem should be solved (Appendix 1, 2009-04-11).

Sustainable Energy Production
Secondly, wind-power as sustainable energy production. This subdivision of sustainability occurred in 
articles written by the Green and the Centre parties; the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SNF); as 
well as persons representing the power industry such as CEOs of wind-power companies. In these articles a 
reoccurring statement was that renewable energy is central to the sustainability of energy production. 
Profitability also appeared to be a prominent factor for making wind-power a sustainable mode of energy 
production, but here articles from members of the Green party deviated. Instead the Green party pointed out 
cost efficiency – i.e. the relatively low production cost of wind-power energy – and that wind-power is 
emitting less than fossil fuels while producing no toxic waste (Appendix 1, 2009-02-09 & 2009-02-11). The 
Centre party, on the other hand, argued again that employment opportunities and national self-sufficiency 
were key factors for a sustainable energy production (Appendix 1, 2009-02-10). According to the wind-
power industry the relatively small environmental impact from wind-power turbines  – at least in comparison
to the alternatives – together with renewability and profit makes wind-power developments a sustainable 
investment (Appendix 1, 2009-04-24). The SNF stressed the importance of cooperate local ownership, 
participation as well as avoiding areas of high environmental value for wind-power to become sustainable in 
an article co-written together with wind-power company representatives (Appendix 1, 2009-03-17).

The two political parties that took part in the discourses sorted into this category focused on goals of 
national energy production as they rather single-mindedly argued in favour of wind-power developments and
refrained from extending the discourses into the realm of potential social and environmental impacts in the 
north (Appendix 1, 2009-02-09; 2009-02-10; 2009-02-11). SNF and the wind-power company did present a 
different approach. They appeared to be trying to appeal to those with an environmental identity by 
providing individualised means for contributing to climate change mitigation through encouraging 
households to buy shares of cooperative wind-power turbines (Appendix 1, 2009-03-17). The article written 
by representatives of a wind-power company voiced utilitarian notions when local social impacts were 
weighted against the common good of society:

“Jag kan förstå att de iögonfallande vindkraftverken väcker reaktioner, särskilt för de som 
bor nära. Jag är ändå övertygad om att fördelarna med vindkraft överväger alla eventuella 
nackdelar.” (Appendix 1, 2009-04-24)
“I can understand that the conspicuous wind-power turbines are causing reactions, especially
for those living nearby. I am still convinced that the pro’s of wind-power outweigh all 
potential con’s.” (Author’s translation)

Sustainable Development
In 2009, sustainable development was connected to wind-power in a debate-article by the government’s 
wind-power coordinators. According to the wind-power coordinators wind-power contributes to sustainable 
development because it is uses a renewable energy source, it creates employment, and it generates profit. 
Furthermore, if wind-power is developed in participation with the local population and owned by 
cooperatives, or through otherwise shared ownership, it would matter more from a social perspective of 
sustainable development. The article also contrasted local opposition with results from a nation poll 
indicating that wind-power is supported by a majority of the population in a way that did not allow for a 
nuanced description of the reasons for local populations to oppose wind-power in their surroundings. Instead,
the article claimed that local opposition was caused by unequal distribution of profit that could be solved by 
providing opportunities of decentralised ownership (Appendix 1, 2009-06-11).
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Lastly, wind-power in the north was connected to negative impacts for the Sámi people in one article 
where representatives of the wind-power industry and the national Sámi organisation (SSR) were 
interviewed. The article reported on a state initiated project with the aim of achieving sustainable solutions of
coexistence between wind-power and Sámi reindeer herders by finding ways of minimising negative impacts
– a possible response to the Sámi wind-power policy published earlier in 2009. The aim of the project was 
reported to be finding out how wind-power affect reindeer herding. The subject of whether further industrial 
developments, and the subsequent accumulation of cumulative effects, can be justified when taking 
indigenous rights into consideration was not raised in the article. On the contrary, the article ended with a 
short notice on the national accomplishment of planning and constructing Markbygden’s wind-power park - 
the biggest one in Europe and located on the grazing lands of the Sámi Community of Östra Kikkejaur 
(Appendix 1, 2009-04-07).

Summary
Wind-power’s renewable energy source alongside its potential of generating profit and employment were 
strongly connected to sustainability in 2009 (Appendix 1, 2009-02-10; 2009-04-11; 2009-04-24; 2009-06-
11). A cooperative formate of ownership was emphasised because it may provide a fairer distribution of 
economic gains as well as increasing local acceptance to wind-power developments (Appendix 1, 2009-03-
17 & 2009-06-11). Participation and self-determination of local communities were mentioned as important 
factors making wind-power sustainable from a social perspective (Appendix 1, 2009-01-22; 2009-03-17; 
2009-06-11). Furthermore, affected local communities and the northern region should receive economic 
compensation so that wind-power may provide means of societal well-being and development to the affected
locations (Appendix 1, 2009-01-22). National self-sufficiency of energy leading to a more secure position of 
the nation was also seen as a contribution to sustainability (Appendix 1, 2009-02-10 & 2009-04-11). Lastly, 
in comparison to other modes of energy production wind-power was perceived as sustainable because it is 
cleaner and causes less of an environmental impact meanwhile also being a cheaper option (Appendix 1, 
2009-02-09 & 2009-02-11).

In terms of power the discourses involved references to, and expressions of, marginalisation of the 
northern region in relation to the nation. Another form of subordination could be perceived in the experience 
of northern rural populations, and, yet, a third form of marginalisation could be observed, or rather glimpsed,
affecting Sámi reindeer herders. Wind-power developments in the north appears to be associated with many 
of the problems of natural resource exploitation on an industrial scale that have shaped, and still are shaping, 
northern societies and economy. Raw materials and energy still leaves the north without providing what is 
perceived as sufficient local and regional gains – and thus the request of compensation. Within the northern 
region rural populations experience exclusion from political processes since decisions negatively affecting 
rural communities are made in the urban administrative centres rather than by the local people themselves. 
The rural organisation represented in the empirical material therefore demanded means of political 
participation and, to some extent, self-determination. Marginalisation directed towards Sámi people could be 
observed in how harm to Sámi livelihoods and indigenous rights were portrayed. For example, the 
disquieting way the article that reported on minimising harm to Sámi interests ended by praising the very 
wind-power park that will dramatically reduce the available reindeer graze-land for a Sámi Community.
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4.2. 2010
During 2010 wind-power was connected to sustainable energy production and sustainable development.

Table 2. Discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2010.

Sustainable Energy Production
According to articles from the Centre party; Greenpeace; a wind-power company; a representative of a 
renewable energy lobby organisation; and an editorial article in the VK newspaper, a crucial factor for 
making wind-power sustainable energy production is that its energy source is renewable. Apart from 
renewable energy, articles by Greenpeace and a wind-power company brought up the potential employment 
opportunities as contributing to the sustainability of wind-power (Appendix 1, 2010-07-13 & 2010-08-18). In
the article by Greenpeace it was stated that employment would bring about other positive aspects of regional 
development, and especially under decentralised ownership (Appendix 1, 2010-08-18). The wind-power 
company stressed profitability and local acceptance as two other central factors for wind-power to be a 
sustainable mode of energy production (Appendix 1, 2010-07-13). Economic growth was argued for by the 
Centre party as one of wind-power’s potential contributions to sustainability (Appendix 1, 2010-02-15). 
Finally, Greenpeace and the wind-power company also pointed out the necessity of avoiding and minimising 
environmental impacts.

Within this category of sustainability expressions of power was certainly present among the articles. 
The Centre party argued that current investment in, and speed of, renewable energy developments were 
unprecedented in the history of Sweden, and thereby neglecting to remember that earlier hydro-electrical 
developments left but three of Sweden’s major rivers untouched with dire consequences for the Sámi people 
and the northern environment.

“Satsningarna på förnybar energi i energi- och klimatuppgörelsen saknar någon historisk 
motsvarighet. Är det något som Centerpartiet kan förknippas med så är det tanken om det 
hållbara samhället. Inte bara hållbart för miljön, utan även för människor och tillväxt.” 
(Appendix 1, 2010-02-15)
“The commitment to renewable energy within the energy and climate agreement lacks a 
historical equivalence. If there is something that the Centre party can be associated with it is 
the idea of the sustainable society. Not only sustainable for the environment, but also for 
humans and growth.” (Author’s translation)

As can be noted in the quote above, the perception of what is sustainable for human beings is clearly 
influenced by the social position of the sender as non-indigenous. Greenpeace also appears to have forgotten 
the social impacts of earlier hydroelectric developments while they were aware of its negative environmental
impacts. Greenpeace concluded that the remaining rivers should be spared from further developments 
meanwhile wind-power should be developed in the north since the region possess abundant land and a 
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potentially underutilised work-force (Appendix 1, 2010-08-18). The article originating from a representative 
of a renewable energy lobby organisation claimed that it would be relatively easy to replace nuclear energy 
with renewable energy by 2020, and that it also would be a cheaper alternative. The author clearly argues 
from a technical and economic standpoint which may explain why social challenges are not taken into 
consideration (Appendix 1, 2010-12-02).

Sustainable development
Wind-power was connected to sustainable development because it is renewable, according to articles by the 
Centre party and the VK newspaper’s editorial writer. In the article by the Centre party profitability of wind-
power production was portrayed as contributing to sustainable development. Interestingly, the 
aforementioned planned wind-power park affecting the Östra Kikkejaur Sámi Community was again 
mentioned by the representatives of the Centre party as a national accomplishment on the path towards 
renewable energy, while Sámi opposition at the time was made invisible. The Centre party stated a desire for 
Sweden to become an international role-model of energy transition, which would require northern land and 
resources. This would apparently make the north “a winner of the climate-transition” (Appendix 1, 2010-03-
29 [author’s translation]). 

One reader’s letter with a title that would be translated ‘The Reactionaries’ was published in the NSD 
newspaper. The author, who appeared to be living in a rural community, stated that wind-power’s 
profitability could aid sustainable development, but then only if the potential profit would stay regional or 
local and generate employment opportunities. The reader’s letter raised the issue of local rural populations 
being left without benefits from wind-power developments in their surroundings, but at the same time the 
article did contribute to the construction of the north as a region of endless forest and sparse population. 

“Hela Norrbotten består av skog, och ännu mer skog och fjäll. Det stormar och blåser varje 
år. Finns stora ytor att bygga ut vindkraft. Vi är ju inte direkt trångbodda .” (Appendix 1, 
2010-03-20)
“The whole of Norrbotten consists of forest, and even more forest and mountain. It’s stormy 
and wind is blowing every year. There are vast areas to establish wind-power. We are not 
directly living in a confined space.” (Author’s translation)

The problem with such a perception is not only that the position of the north as the national resource base 
was reinforced, but also that colonial relations between the Sámi people and the non-indigenous population 
are reproduced. Later in the article this assumption was confirmed when the author portrayed reindeer 
herders as reactionary nay-sayers without taking into consideration the underlying causes (Appendix 1, 
2010-03-20).

An editorial article in VK newspaper stated that there must be regional and local benefits from hosting 
wind-power turbines. One option considered was to economically compensate social and environmental 
impacts, and thereby hopefully reducing local opposition, in order for wind-power to contribute to 
sustainable development. Otherwise, natural resource exploitation in the north may risk negative effects due 
to environmental and cultural degradation – even though the article deemed such scenarios less likely in the 
north of Sweden since the amount of seemingly unused land in the north is great compared other places. 
However, the editorial article still maintained that sacrifices and conflicts are unavoidable when aiming for 
progress and development in the north. 

“Framgångsrika regioner utgår från lokala och regionala tillgångar. De har en förmåga att 
bygga team och att synliggöra processen inåt och utåt. Det måste finnas en vilja och förmåga
att förankra processen för att möjliggöra prioriteringar och att vid behov kunna fatta 
obekväma beslut.” (Appendix 1, 2010-12-18)
“Successful regions depart from local and regional assets. They have an ability to build team
and to make the process transparent both internally and externally. There must be 
willingness and ability to anchor the process in order to enable prioritisations and, when 
needed, to make uncomfortable decisions.” (Author’s translation)

An interesting expression of power can be observed in the above quotation. The editorial article’s line of 
argument compels readers to accept that an utilitarian rationale is necessary because of the threat of climate 
change and the desire to make the northern region prosper which, in turn, serves to justify these 
‘uncomfortable’ decisions. However, the mere possibility of political actors to make unwanted or unjust 
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decisions with motives of a common good is problematic from a sustainability perspective since such 
decisions risk resulting in furthered environmental injustice, etc., towards the Sámi people and rural 
populations in general.

Summary
A renewable energy source together with the potential of profit and new jobs were mechanisms that stood out
in the empirical material regardless of how sustainability was conceptualised (Appendix 1, 2010-03-20; 
2010-03-29; 2010-07-13; & 2010-08-18). Wind-power will undoubtedly need people working with 
construction and, later on, maintenance, which ideally results in local or regional employment opportunities. 
Similarly, operational wind-power turbines will produce electricity and create a monetary surplus value –  
especially since wind-power costs less to produce than other modes of energy production (Appendix 1, 2010-
02-15 & 2010-12-02). However, if profits are to be beneficial for local communities and the region as a 
whole ownership of wind-power turbines ought to be decentralised at the same levels – e.g. through 
cooperatives or other local ownership forms (Appendix 1, 2010-08-18). Such a measure might provide 
incentives for local people to accept wind-power developments in their surrounding areas to a greater extent, 
and thereby facilitating social aspects of sustainability. In conjunction, a part of the profit from wind-power 
should be reinvested into local affected communities in order to compensate for social and environmental 
impacts that cannot be avoided by other means (Appendix 1, 2010-12-18).

A national non-indigenous perspective influenced by liberal-conservative and environmentalist notions 
dominated discourses on sustainability and wind-power during 2010. This tendency could be observed in 
how the Centre party and Greenpeace portrayed wind-power developments, and in the complete lack of a 
Sámi perspective on the sustainability of previous and present-day renewable energy developments in the 
north. Wind-power developments were more or less seen as a matter of technical progress aided by economic
incentives and guided by environmental concerns, and not at all as another encroachment on already limited 
reindeer grazing-lands. The perception of what sustainability implies was clearly a product of the sender’s 
social position as non-indigenous in most of the news-articles during 2010. Furthermore, the question of 
unused land and natural resources in the north was actualised in the discourses in a way that reproduced the 
colonial relations between the Sámi people and the non-indigenous population as well as between the 
northern periphery and the national centres. In other words, the role of the north as a supplier of raw material
and energy was reinforced once more meanwhile Sámi land-use was made invisible again.

4.3. 2011
Over the course of the year the discourses on wind-power and sustainability can be sorted into the following 
categories: sustainable society, sustainable energy production, and sustainable development.

Table 3. Discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2011.

Sustainable Society
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In a news-article in the NSD newspaper reporting on wind-power development plans it was stated that a 
sustainable society will be aided by wind-power because it is a profitable economic activity utilising a 
renewable energy source, but with the reservation that profits should be kept in the region. At the same time 
wind-power can only be part of a sustainable society if negative impacts in environmentally sensitive areas 
can be mitigated and conflicts resulting from encroachments on reindeer grazing areas are avoided. The 
news-article consists largely of interviews with municipal decision-makers and the wind-power industry who
were positively inclined towards wind-power developments. 

“De utpekade områdena innehåller eller ligger i anslutning till platser med höga naturvärden 
som kungsörnsrevir. Lokalt finns det också nyckelbiotoper. Kommunen bedömer att man 
kan undvika skada med noggrann planering.” (Appendix 1, 2011-05-24)
“The identified areas contains or are adjacent to locations with high environmental values 
such as Golden eagle territories. Locally, there are also key-biotopes. The municipality 
deems that harm can be avoided by careful planning.” (author’s translation)

At least, they appear to be convinced that the wind-power developments in question will fulfil these 
requirements and that it can be achieved simply by applying some  ‘careful planning’ - or in the case of land-
use conflict with Sámi reindeer herders, dialogue. A Sámi perspective on the matter was not present in the 
news-article. Furthermore, the article stated that wind-power is appropriate in the north due to favourable 
wind conditions and abundant space (Appendix 1, 2011-05-24).

Sustainable Energy Production
The notion of wind-power as sustainable energy production was found in articles by wind-power companies 
and the Centre party. These actors stated that renewability was a key factor for making wind-power 
sustainable. Moreover, the Centre party asserted that economic growth, employment opportunities and the 
potential of development are contributing to the sustainability of wind-power. The article did not involve any
social considerations in relation to either wind-power or sustainability. However, the article did provide a few
interesting references to the north which can be seen as expressions of the region’s role within the nation.

“För att Sverige ska kunna tillgodogöra sig den nya energi som vindkraftsutbyggnaden 
kommer att stå för, är fortsatt utbyggnad av näten centralt.” (Appendix 1, 2011-08-31)
“In order for Sweden to be able to acquire the new energy that will be produced by wind-
power, a continual expansion of the [energy] grid is central.” (Author’s translation) 

“Under de närmaste åren kommer flera större parker i norra Sverige att stå klara. Det är en 
utveckling vi i våra olika roller arbetat hårt för. Sverige kan tack vare rika naturresurser och 
djupt tekniskt kunnande fortsätta gå i spetsen för att forma en hållbar energiframtid.” 
(Appendix 1,  2011-08-31)
“Over the coming years several larger [wind-power] parks in the north of Sweden will be 
ready. That is development we in our different roles have worked hard to achieve. Sweden 
can, through rich natural resources and profound technical expertise, continue to lead the 
way in shaping a sustainable energy future.” (Author’s translation)

Natural resources and technological progress in the north together creates ‘a sustainable energy future’ for 
the nation. Although, the energy from wind-power, alike that from pre-existing hydro-power, has to be 
transferred from the north to the rest of Sweden which poses ever increasing demands on the energy grid. At 
least, the north will receive employment opportunities from the industrial developments, but apparently not 
much else since both the benefits and the achievement of renewable energy production are accredited to the 
nation.

The articles from wind-power company representatives were more inclined to argue for wind-power’s 
sustainability through the potential of economic gains such as profit, growth, cost efficiency, and, ideally, 
cooperative or shared ownership structures. In terms of cooperative wind-power one of the articles from 
wind-power companies appear to be trying to appeal to those with an environmentalist identity as it is 
described as an individual strategy for taking environmental responsibility. 

“Den som köper vindandelar tar dessutom ett stort ansvar för att det byggs ny förnybar el 
och för att minska sin egen klimatpåverkan.” (Appendix 1, 2011-05-04, 2011-05-06a & b)
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“Those who buy shares in wind-power turbines takes responsibility in the development of 
new renewable energy and to decrease their own climate impact.” (Author’s translation)

Yet, in the same article published in three of the four selected newspapers, renewable energy is also 
presented at a national scale with the aim of overproduction and energy exports. The wind-power company 
claimed that Sweden is more appropriate than elsewhere in Europe due to the relatively low population 
density.

“Sverige har stora möjligheter att bli nettoexportörer av förnybar el till övriga Europa. Vi har
betydligt bättre möjligheter att bygga ut såväl vindkraft som vågkraft och satsa mer på 
bioenergi, än de flesta andra länder i det mer tättbefolkade Europa.” (Appendix 1, 2011-05-
04, 2011-05-06a & b)
“Sweden has good prospects of becoming a net exporter of renewable energy to Europe. We 
have considerably better possibilities to develop wind-power, as well as wave power and 
bioenergy, than most other countries in the more densely populated Europe.” (Author’s 
translation) 

Implicit in the above quotation is that a lower population density means more room for wind-power 
developments, and, assumedly, less conflicting interests and subsequent opposition from local populations. A
reflection about the potential and concrete negative social and environmental impacts felt by Sámi and rural 
people in the north were absent in the three versions of the article as if cooperative or shared ownership alone
would amend the harm experienced from wind-power. 

Another article originating from the wind-power industry was published in the end of 2011. Herein, the 
economy of wind-power was likewise the primary subject, and by the end of the article a rhetorical question 
was directed towards those critical to wind-power developments:

“Slutligen måste frågan ställas: På vilket sätt skulle det vara fel att svensk elproduktion 
bidrog till exportintäkter och jobbskapande i vårt land, samtidigt som vi ger ett bidrag till 
omställningen av hela den europeiska elproduktionen? Det var inte teknikpessimism som tog
Sverige dit vi är i dag.” (Appendix 1, 2011-12-21)
“In the end the question must be asked: In what way would it be wrong if Swedish electrical 
production contributed with export earnings and created employment, at the same time as we
contribute to the transition of the European energy production? It was not techno-pessimism 
that brought Sweden to where we are today.” (Author’s translation)

It appears like the wind-power company was experiencing a need to defend their interests against opposition 
from a group implicitly given the epithet ‘techno-pessimists’ – which in effect reduces the grounds for 
opposition against wind-power to a mere expression of reactionary ideas. Moreover, implicit in the statement
is linkages between technological progress and a national identity.

Sustainable Development
Wind-power as part of sustainable development was the subject of two editorial articles in the Norran 
newspaper in 2011. Both articles were relatively neutral towards wind-power in the north. The first published
editorial article focused on critically discussing the subject of northern sustainable development. The 
problem brought up in the article was that the perception of the north within the nation is that of ‘a land of 
natural resources’ (Appendix 1, 2011-06-24 [Author’s translation]). According to the article, that perception 
pose a limitation to what directions sustainable development in the north may take as northern politicians 
themselves serve to reproduce the region’s role as a national supplier of raw material and energy while trying
to maintain a decreasing stock of blue-collar work.

“I Norrbotten satsar politikerna precis som tidigare på gruvdriften, elkraften och skogen. 
Länet förblir en leverantör av naturtillgångar. Så värst mycket jobb lär det inte ge i en 
förlängning” (Appendix 1, 2011-06-24)
In Norrbotten the politicians are venturing into mining, energy production and forestry just 
like before. The county remains a supplier of natural resources. But that much jobs are not 
be expected in the long run” (Author’s translation)

The problem as seen from the author’s perspective is that aiming for a renewal of past prosperity by the same
means as before is a dead-end in terms of sustainability – if at all viable. In short, sustainable development in
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the north implies more than industrial jobs and exploitation of natural resources for a diffuse national 
common good. Instead, the author stressed the need of quality of life and culture.

By the end of the year another editorial article was making the common connection between wind-
power and sustainable development by means of renewable energy. In terms of economy the article stated 
that wind-power had to be sufficiently profitable in order to be economically viable and thus sustainable. A 
cooperative form of ownership was also brought up as a factor that could make wind-power more sustainable
because it had been shown elsewhere that such an arrangement make local populations more positively 
inclined towards developments.

“I dag finns ett stort motstånd mot byggandet av vindkraftverk, eftersom värdet på 
närliggande hus sjunker drastiskt. Acceptansen är större i länder som Danmark och 
Tyskland, där det från början har varit lättare att bilda kooperativ.” (Appendix 1, 2011-12-
02)
“Today there is a large opposition against the construction of wind-power turbines, because 
the value of nearby houses decrease drastically. The acceptance is greater in countries like 
Denmark and Germany, where it has been easier to form cooperatives from the beginning.” 
(Author’s translation)

Again, the presumed motives for opposing wind-power developments can be seen as insufficiently nuanced 
to describe the reasons of more than merely one group of opposing people. The focal point was local affected
property owners, and how their opposition may be reduced by allowing them to buy into, and potentially 
profit from, the activity they will be negatively affected by. As the example vaguely referenced in the article 
indicates, this might change local populations’ opinion about wind-power developments, but the presented 
solution did not incorporate groups that are not property owners nor those who are interested in the intrinsic 
values of the landscape, etc..

Lastly, in one article wind-power was argued for as part of a sustainable future. In this article 
compromises and balancing wind-power with conflicting interests – such as reindeer herding, tourism, nature
conservation, etc. – were mentioned as central factors for making wind-power sustainable. The article 
acknowledged many of the problems surrounding wind-power developments, but it still perceived wind-
power as a necessity because other forms of energy production either pollute, emit, or radiate. Even though 
compromises and balancing interests were seen as crucial it was still apparent that other groups and interests 
will have to give way for wind-power developments, and not the other way around (Appendix 1, 2011-03-
18).

Summary
Wind-power’s renewable energy source and expected profitability were found present in all categories of 
sustainability in 2011. Closely related to sustainability constructs based on profitability was claims regarding
wind-power’s potential of facilitating economic growth, societal development and new employment 
opportunities as means to sustainability (Appendix 1, 2011-05-04; 2011-05-06a & b; 2011-05-24; 2011-08-
31; 2011-12-02). From such a standpoint cost efficiency also played a important part since it will provide 
market incentives to develop wind-power (Appendix 1, 2011-05-04; 2011-05-06a & b). From an 
environmental perspective wind-power was seen as sustainable because it is renewable, but with the 
occasional reservation that physical environmental impacts from wind-power should be averted or 
minimised. From a social perspective wind-power would be sustainable to a greater degree if owned by local
cooperatives, share-holders, or local companies which, allegedly, would increase acceptance from local 
populations and keep profits in the region (Appendix 1, 2011-05-04; 2011-05-06a & b; 2011-12-02).

The discourses represented in the empirical material for 2011 contained a number of expressions of 
power that served to reproduce marginalisation of the northern region as well as the Sámi people. The north 
was portrayed as a region of abundant space and good wind-conditions ready for, and even in need of, wind-
power developments that would supply the nation with cheap renewable energy meanwhile hopefully 
contributing to the prosperity of the region through industrial jobs and money for societal development. The 
path of sustainable development in the north was, in other words, constructed according to the already 
consolidated role of the region. This dominant perception of sustainability in the north was challenged in one
editorial article that emphasised how land and resource exploitation in the north are causing social and 
environmental problems (Appendix 1, 2011-06-24). According to that critical article sustainability in the 
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north ought to leave this destructive path and instead focus on reinventing itself according to the needs and 
desires of the northern peoples. To some extent, local ownership – of either form – could serve to reduce the 
experience of northern marginalisation since it might increase the influence of those affected and ensure that 
profits stays where they have been accumulated. However, even the most inclusive forms of ownership such 
as cooperatives or shares still excludes people from influence on the basis of private property. This is 
problematic because only those who are willing and can afford to invest in wind-power may participate on 
equal terms in decision-making. In effect such an arrangement benefits privileged groups with an 
environmentalist identity, but, with all likelihood, not the Sámi people and other oppositional groups of the 
north – i.e. it is not sensible to invest in an activity one is opposed to in order to oppose it. Opposition to 
wind-power was present in the discourses throughout the year, but the perception of opposition was rather 
unfavourable which bodes ill for social sustainability. In one article, wind-power opposition was portrayed as
reactionary techno-pessimism meanwhile technological progress was linked to a national identity (Appendix 
1, 2011-12-21). The foundation of such a claim is obviously quite weak, but nonetheless problematic since it 
undermines possibilities of mutual understanding and leads to misconceptions about why people oppose 
wind-power developments. For example, in land-use conflicts with Sámi reindeer herders it is clearly not a 
question of whether technology is good or bad, but rather about Sámi influence during the planning process 
and how reindeer herders will be affected in the end. Furthermore, marginalisation of opposing groups in 
general could also be observed in the article that voiced a somewhat symbolic commitment to balancing 
interests and reaching compromises in matters of wind-power developments (Appendix 1, 2011-03-18). 
These bespoken compromises seemed to consist mostly of other land-use interests giving way for wind-
power due to the necessity of an energy transition – or in other terms, sacrifices for the common good.

4.4. 2012
In 2012, wind-power was connected to sustainable energy production and sustainable development. 

Table 4. Discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2012.

Sustainable Energy Production
The SNF, Centre party, and wind-power industry all pointed out a renewable energy source as a factor 
making wind-power energy production sustainable. The Centre party (Appendix 1, 2012-02-28 & 2012-02-
29) and wind-power industry’s representatives (Appendix 1, 2012-07-18; 2012-07-25; 2012-08-13) saw 
economic growth from cost efficient wind-power as a contribution to a more sustainable energy production. 
In addition, the wind-power companies mentioned employment opportunities from wind-power as a 
contributing factor. The challenge according to the industry was that the speed of wind-power developments 
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might slow down because of the then decreasing profits from electricity sales. In short, for the Centre party 
and the wind-power industry sustainability of wind-power was akin to ‘green’ growth.

The SNF, on the other hand, strongly asserted that merely producing more, although renewable, energy 
is not the only way forward in this context (Appendix 1, 2012-03-19).

“En hållbar energiförsörjning baseras på förnybara energikällor. All energiproduktion är 
emellertid mer eller mindre en belastning för miljön och därför är Naturskyddsföreningen 
tydlig med att framhålla att energibesparingar är den absolut den viktigaste åtgärden i ett 
uthålligt energisystem. (Appendix 1, 2012-03-19)
A sustainable energy production is based on renewable energy sources. All energy 
production is more or less environmentally harmful and therefore the SNF explicitly point 
out that energy savings is the most important measure for an enduring energy system.”

Reduced emissions and waste by a transition to renewable energy sources as well as energy savings were 
seen by the SNF as contributing to sustainability, while growth were not. SNF brought up another novel 
factor that would make wind-power sustainable energy production. They proposed that developing wind-
power on degraded or industrial land would avoid further environmental and social impacts and reach 
synergetic effects from intensified land use.

“Vindkraften ska främst byggas nära förbrukarna, där det finns mycket folk och industrier, 
för att minimera överföringsförluster. Norrbotten har redan ett överskott av el och är 
exportör av elkraft. Men hela landet måste ta ansvar och bidra till energiomställningen så vi 
ser möjligheter till en utbyggnad i Norrbotten.” (Appendix 1, 2012-01-31)
“Wind-power should primarily be constructed near to the consumers, where there is a lot of 
people and industry, to minimise transfer losses. Norrbotten already has an energy surplus 
and export electricity. But the whole country must take responsibility and contribute to the 
energy transition and thus we see possibilities of developments in Norrbotten.”

“SNF Norrbotten har också tagit fram förslagsområden där man kan tänka sig vindkraft. Det 
är områden som inte bedöms som skyddsvärda - exempelvis industriområden, avfallsupplag,
hyggen och liknande.” (Appendix 1, 2012-01-31)
“SNF Norrbotten has also outlined areas appropriate for wind-power. They are areas that are 
deemed to be less protection-worthy – for example industrial areas, waste deposits, clear cut 
forests and alike.”

To use degraded land for wind-power would not only be positive from an environmental perspective, but also
increase the acceptability for local populations to some degree since conflicting interests usually do not 
converge on land of marginal importance. In conjunction to reduced environmental impact and improved 
acceptability, constructing wind-power on degraded or industrial land would be beneficial because such a 
measure may serve to reduce electrical transfer losses if the land in question is located near to areas where 
energy is consumed – i.e. in urban centres and by industries. Conventionally placed wind-power turbines 
have a physical environmental impact that might alter surrounding biodiversity on a greater time-scale than a
turbine can be operational which calls for long-term planning. Consequently, outdated wind-power turbines 
should be replaced rather than merely dismantled so that environmental impacts elsewhere can be avoided, 
according to this rationale. A last conditional factor brought up by SNF was that wind-power turbines should 
be placed where they are not posing intrusions towards reindeer herding or nature conservation areas.

“Därför har SNF Norrbotten avgränsat områden som man vill hålla helt fria från vindkraft, 
stoppområden. Där ingår bland annat fjällvärlden, områden av betydelse för renskötsen, 
naturreservat, de outbyggda älvarnas dalgångar och andra områden med höga naturvärden.” 
(Appendix 1, 2012-01-31)
“Therefore, SNF has defined areas that are desired to be kept free from wind-power, stop-
areas. That includes for example the mountainous region, areas of importance for reindeer 
herding, nature conservation areas, the valleys of undeveloped rivers and other areas with 
high environmental values.”

From a Sámi perspective, present in another article, the problem of wind-power developments must be 
placed within a larger context of cumulative effects from industrial and exploitative activities in the north. To
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halt further wind-power developments at certain locations on already conflicted land cannot alone solve the 
situation at hand, even though such a measure is a step in a more sustainable direction for wind-power.

“Enligt Inger-Ann Omma är det slitsamt för samebyn att hela tiden behöva försvara sin mark
och sin näring. Vi har stora områden men i princip finns ingen orörd mark inom våra 
betesområden utan det förekommer ofta konkurrerande markanvändning. Vi klarar inte både 
skogsbruk, turism, vindkraft, trafik och gruvdrift. Därför säger vi hit men inte längre” 
(Appendix 1, 2012-09-01)
“According to Inger-Ann Omma, it is burdensome for the Sámi Community to constantly 
defend their land and livelihood. We have large areas but principally there is no untouched 
land within our grazing areas and often competing land-uses occur. We cannot cope with 
forestry, tourism, wind-power, traffic and mining. Therefore, we say this is enough”

Sustainable Development
The potential effects of wind-power for sustainable development was the topic of four newspaper articles in 
2012. The Left party’s leader was interviewed in one article. Therein, the uneasy relation between the natural
resource rich north and the densely populated south was discussed.

“I län som Norrbotten finns det en enorm utvecklingsmöjlighet. Då tänker jag på sådant som
vindkraften, som helst ska vara lokalt ägd, och bioenergin. Men också att bygga järnväg för 
att hantera nya gruvor och skogsnäring. Gör vi det här rätt kommer vi skapa mycket jobb 
och en stark hållbarhet, säger Sjöstedt.” (Appendix 1, 2012-02-02)
“In counties such as Norrbotten there is an enormous development potential. I’m thinking 
about wind-power, preferably locally owned, and the bioenergy. But also to build railway to 
handle new mines and forestry. If we do this right we can create a lot of jobs and a strong 
sustainability, says Sjöstedt”

“- Jag skulle skattemässigt vilja gynna lokalt ägande och vindkraftskooperativ så att det inte 
blir samma misstag som med vattenkraften då allting ägs söderut och vinsterna går dit - trots
att mycket av energin produceras i norr” (Appendix 1, 2012-02-02)
“I would like to fiscally support local ownership and wind-power cooperatives so that the 
mistakes of hydro-power are not repeated since they are all owned by the south and the 
profits goes there – even though a lot of the energy is produced in the north.”

Essentially, the Left party leader was of the opinion that wind-power and other extractive industrial 
operations will generate employment, and thereby leading the way towards sustainable development. 
However, the article also stressed the need for local or regional ownership in order to avoid some of the 
problems that still affect the north – namely, that the north carries the social and environmental burden while 
the south reaps the benefits.

A debate article in the VK newspaper likewise made parallels between wind-power and sustainable 
development and provided a rather nuanced reasoning of the challenges and opportunities of wind-power. In 
this article the necessity of local and regional compensation from natural resource exploitation was 
emphasised in order to break the aforementioned pattern of the north of Sweden carrying the burden while 
receiving very little economic profit or tax revenue. Wind-power developments in the north should contribute
with more than merely renewable energy and the potential of climate change mitigation. It should provide 
economic means to the north that can finance welfare and overall societal development (Appendix 1, 2012-
05-11). Even though the debate article from mid-May raised important socio-economic aspects of northern 
sustainable development in relation to wind-power, it did not proceed into matters of indigenous rights. 

However, two articles in 2012 did provide insight into the issues of exploitation from a Sámi 
perspective. 

“- Exploateringen av traditionella renbetesmarker, genom gruvnäring, skogsindustri och 
vindkraftsparker, är ett hot mot samiska traditioner. De lagar som finns i dagsläget är heller 
inte tillräckligt effektiva för att skydda samernas rättigheter, säger Ragnhild Svonni” 
(Appendix 1, 2012-02-15)
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“The exploitation of traditional reindeer graze-land, through mining, forestry and wind-
power parks, is a threat to Sámi traditions. The laws currently in place are not sufficiently 
effective to protect Sámi rights, says Ragnhild Svonni” 

“Matti Berg påpekar att gruvor, vindkraft, infrastruktur och skogsbruk redan sätter hård 
press på rennäringen. - Kommer det mer, så är det droppen som urholkar vår näring. Vi tål 
inte mer.” (Appendix 1, 2012-11-19)
“Matti Berg point out that mines, wind-power, infrastructure and forestry already puts 
reindeer herding under pressure. - If more comes, it will be the drop that impairs our 
livelihood. We cannot take any more.”

Once more cumulative effects from multiple industrial activities were brought up as a threat to Sámi reindeer
herding. Thus, from a Sámi perspective, sustainable development in the north cannot progress along the 
beaten path of industrial exploitation operating in a colonial fashion because it further undermines Sámi 
livelihoods, culture and identity. In this sense economic compensation would not be sufficient.

Summary
In 2012 renewable energy from wind-power was a prominent factor for environmental sustainability 
alongside its comparative cleanness, but the two mechanisms only occurred when wind-power was 
connected to the sustainability of energy production. The creation of jobs and respect towards Sámi usufruct 
rights were present in both categories of sustainability, and they should be seen as socio-economic factors 
since they are concerned with matters of sustenance – i.e. the basic foundation of human life – but also Sámi 
culture and identity. From an economic perspective growth, profit, and cost efficiency were mentioned by 
actors adhering to a liberal-conservative ideology as well as representatives of the wind-power industry 
(Appendix 1, 2012-02-28; 2012-02-29; 2012-07-18; 2012-07-25; 2012-08-13). To them the potential of 
economic growth appeared to be most central, but this perception was challenged by the SNF who stated that
an absolute reduction of energy consumption were necessary because all forms of energy production are 
environmentally harmful to some degree. Hence, increased production for the sake of economic growth 
would result in unnecessary environmental degradation and thereby pose a limitation to sustainability. 
Instead the SNF proposed that wind-power developments should seek synergetic effects with other land-uses 
and economic activities by means of long-term planning and placements on degraded or industrial land near 
to sites of high energy consumption. This would not only be beneficial in terms of efficiency, but also avoid 
further environmental degradation, and new social impacts. Furthermore, the SNF was also adamant in their 
statement that areas crucial to reindeer herding or of high environmental value should be completely spared 
from wind-power developments (Appendix 1, 2012-03-19). Local ownership and monetary compensation 
resulting in societal development was also constructed as factors making wind-power sustainable (Appendix 
1, 2012-02-02 & 2012-05-11). From a Sámi perspective, on the other hand, wind-power was seen as another 
obstacle adding to the cumulative effects of conflicting land-uses that together erodes their culturally 
important livelihood (Appendix 1, 2012-02-15; 2012-09-01; 2012-11-19). Even if careful placement of 
turbines may avoid some negative effects thereof it cannot alone solve the problem at hand, and neither 
would economic compensation and development. In other words, respect towards and sufficient enforcement
of Sámi legal rights are imperative to sustainability from a social perspective, and if wind-power are to 
become sustainable it must be on Sámi terms.

The discourses about sustainability and wind-power in 2012 contained various expressions of power 
such as the dominance and challenge of certain political ideologies, the reproduction of the northern role, and
a Sámi perspective on sustainable development and wind-power. First of all, it is interesting to observe how 
environmentally friendly energy production may justify increasing energy consumption and economic 
growth, even though mass-consumption in an expansionist capitalist economy partially caused the 
environmental problems in the first place. The conflict between economic growth and environmental 
preservation was not explicitly actualised in the empirical material, but these two parallel discursive 
positions were clearly incompatible. Economic growth tend to benefit the nation and external owners rather 
than the north itself since energy, raw materials and profits are funnelled out of the region -  which, in 
conjunction to already falling energy prices, makes more wind-power in the north for the sake of economic 
growth both dubious and paradoxical. According to SNF, the north already produced more electricity than 
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what was consumed within the region – despite a significant amount of energy intensive industries – so all 
additional energy from new energy developments would be transferred southwards with inevitable losses. 
Still, the SNF remained positive to wind-power developments in the north because they perceived wind-
power as a way taking responsibility for climate change on behalf of the nation. In short, the role of the north
as a supplier of resources was again reproduced in the discourses on wind-power and sustainability. 

In 2012 indigenous rights was recurrently discussed, and in a number of articles an unmediated Sámi 
perspective could be observed which was a novel addition to the discourses on wind-power and sustainability
indicating a challenge to the perspectives of dominant groups. In those articles wind-power was described as 
one of many intrusions on Sámi grazing-lands adding up to significant cumulative effects threatening Sámi 
livelihoods, culture and identity. This important perspective on wind-power and exploitation in the north 
were not present in news-articles written by non-indigenous authors despite its relevance. Non-indigenous 
actors appear to see wind-power developments in isolation when discussing negative impacts and potential 
ways of minimising harm, but that limited view can be said to be challenged in 2012.

4.5. 2013
In 2013 wind-power was connected to sustainable society, sustainable energy production, and sustainable 
development.

Table 5. Discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2013.

Sustainable Society
The Centre party was the only actor that argued in favour of wind-power as means of achieving a sustainable
society in 2013. It was the renewability of the energy source that formed the foundation of this statement, 
and relative cost efficiency, profitability, local ownership and employment opportunities were seen as 
contributing factors (Appendix 1, 2013-04-06).

Sustainable Energy Production
When it comes to wind-power’s role in sustainable energy production the Centre and the Green party 
highlighted a renewable energy source as one of the mechanisms. The two political parties were also 
emphasising that economic factors matter for this type of sustainability, but they diverge slightly as the 
Green party saw profitability as sufficient while the centre party was of the opinion that wind-power should 
lead to economic growth. The Centre party was also of the opinion that the cost efficiency of wind-power 
would contribute to a sustainable energy production as it would encourage the transition by market-driven 
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means. Although, in their enthusiasm for wind-power the Centre party appears to have forgotten about how 
earlier hydro-electrical developments came about, and perhaps more importantly the negative aspects 
thereof. 

“Utvecklingen av den förnybara energin har aldrig varit så snabb och så stark som den är i 
dag. Aldrig tidigare har vi sett en så snabb utbyggnadstakt, och aldrig tidigare har 
kostnaderna för att bygga ut det förnybara sjunkit så snabbt.” (Appendix 1, 2013-08-14)
“The development of renewable energy has never been as quick and strong as it is today. 
Never before have we seen such a fast development phase, and never before have the costs 
of development decreased so rapidly.”

The quote can be seen as an demagogic expression of a perceived national accomplishment by the incumbent
political coalition, or at least if the deftly left-out historical context is taken into consideration. The Green 
party, on the other hand, found the inherent qualities and expected outcomes of wind-power inadequate for 
achieving sustainability. If wind-power developments are to become a sustainable form of energy production 
amends should be made to the affected local areas by participation in planning, and by allowing for  
ownership through cooperatives or local shares in the turbines. 

“Miljöpartiet vill att människor ska få vara delaktiga i energiomställningen. I länder som 
byggt mycket vindkraft som i Tyskland och Danmark ägs vindkraften till stor del av hushåll 
och företag i området, vilket gjort människor mer positivt inställda.” (Appendix 1, 2013-06-
19)
“The Green party want people to feel involved in the energy transition. In countries that have
developed a lot of wind-power such as Germany and Denmark they are to a large extent 
owned by local households and companies in the area, which have made people more 
positively inclined.”

The solution presented here by the Green party was based on model of more inclusive ownership applied 
elsewhere with allegedly good results, but the problems with wind-power in the north of Sweden are not only
that of local residents in opposition. For example, one cannot substitute the cultural marker that reindeer 
herding constitute for the Sámi people by opening up for local ownership of wind-power turbines. 
Furthermore, the region should also be compensated by changing the taxation of wind-power from being 
collected by the nation to being a municipal source of revenue. Similarly, economic compensation may 
satisfy some opposing voices and act as a correction to the unequal relation between the northern periphery 
and the southern centre of the country, but it cannot replace a Sámi identity lost due to the accumulation of 
industrial encroachments on reindeer graze-lands. 

By the end of the year an anonymous reader’s letter was published in the Norran newspaper. The sender 
was of a different opinion than the Green party. Instead, the article stated that the problems caused by wind-
power developments should be seen in comparison to other energy sources.

“Varje energislag har förvisso sina avigsidor men de nackdelar vindkraften och andra 
förnyelsebara energislag ger, är acceptabla i jämförelse med fossilt bränsle och kärnkraft, 
som för kommande generationer skapar olösta jätteproblem.” (Appendix 1, 2013-12-28)
“Every energy type has an unpleasant side but the disadvantages of wind-power and other 
renewable energy sources is acceptable in comparison to fossil fuel and nuclear-power, that 
creates giant unsolved problems for coming generations.”

Interesting in this context is the choice of the sender to focus on the necessity of an energy transition away 
from polluting and potentially dangerous energy sources towards renewable ones such as wind-power for the
sake of coming generations. It may be a valid claim, but it is a claim neglecting the effects of industrial 
developments on reindeer grazing-land that, in turn, threatens the cultural survival of coming generations of 
Sámi people. The underlying rationale of the article becomes perhaps more apparent in the following quote:

“För Norrlands inland är utbyggnaden av vindkraft och biobränsle en stor möjlighet, ja 
kanske den enda som kan stoppa avfolkningen. Så låt inte några besserwissrar påverka våra 
satsningar på en hållbar och ren elproduktion. I ett så glest befolkat område som vårt är det 
inte heller svårt att välja bra platser. Vi kan ha 20 mil mellan varje park i snitt och då är det 
knappast något problem.” (Appendix 1, 2013-12-28)
“For the northern hinterland the development of wind-power and biofuels is a big 
opportunity, yes, perhaps the only one that may stop depopulation. Don’t let some know-it-

30



alls affect our investment in sustainable and clean energy production. In a sparsely populated
area such as our it is not difficult to choose good locations. We can have 200 kilometres 
between every park on average and then it would hardly be a problem.”

Exploitation of natural resources and a large industrial sector have been the the economic foundation of the 
north Swedish society for quite some time, and some are strongly identified with this cultural and economic 
inheritance. These days there are not as many industrial employment opportunities and the hinterland are 
facing further depopulation every year. The anonymous author seemed to apprehend wind-power not only as 
means to counter climate change but also as a way of revitalising the northern region. The critique coming 
from Sámi people and environmental protectionists, among others, were therefore seen in a hostile light in 
this article – i.e. those ‘know-it-alls’. The issue that complicates the matters at hand is that if wind-power 
turbines were placed solely on the basis of favourable wind-conditions for the sake of efficiency they might 
still not be sustainable at all.

Sustainable Development
Sustainable development and the contribution from wind-power was the subject of two articles – one from 
the Centre party and the other found in the VK newspaper’s debate section but without a clear presentation of
who the senders actually were apart from their names. The two articles manages to reason about wind-
power’s connection to sustainable development without a single point of convergence, and therefore they 
will be presented separate. 

First, the Centre party made a connection between wind-power and sustainable development through 
wind-power’s potential of creating growth and employment, as well as the relative cost efficiency of wind-
power developments instead of investing in other energy production. Wind-power developments were seen 
ans sustainable because of their contribution to the common good of the nation – renewable energy, and the 
region – employment and development.

“Tack vare Markbygdens vindkraftpark kommer Sverige att få mycket ny förnybar el, 
samtidigt som det leder till hållbar utveckling som ger fler människor möjlighet att arbeta 
och bo i Piteå kommun.” (Appendix 1, 2013-08-30)
“Through the wind-power park in Markbygden Sweden will receive a lot of new renewable 
electricity, at the same time as it leads to sustainable development that gives more people a 
possibility of finding work and residency in Piteå.”

As a reminder, Markbygden refers to a commonly discussed large-scale wind-power park that will pose a 
severe encroachment to Sámi reindeer graze-land of Östra Kikkenjaur Sámi Community. In the quote it can 
be observed how claims of sustainable development and the colonial practice of making a Sámi perspective 
invisible can exist side by side even when the two are incompatible in theory. 

Second, the debate article in VK. In there, issues of industrial developments and exploitation of natural 
resources in the north were discussed from a sustainability perspective, and, consequently, the author made 
references to wind-power. One of the problems discussed in the article was that an economic growth 
paradigm dominates society at large meanwhile environmental and social values are pushed aside, which, in 
turn, shapes how sustainability is understood.

“Storsamhället visar därmed en enögd tillit till en enda värdegrund – kortsiktig ekonomisk 
tillväxt – och blundar helt för miljömässiga och sociala värden i ett långsiktigt perspektiv. 
Och inställningen till Norrland och till samernas rättigheter som ursprungsfolk är i det 
närmaste kolonial. Knappast hållbart.” (Appendix 1, 2013-09-14)
“Thereby, the majority society shows a single-minded trust in short-term economic growth 
and neglects environmental and social values from a long-term perspective. And the attitude 
towards the north and Sámi rights as an indigenous people is close to colonial. Hardly 
sustainable.”

The economic growth-orientation of society was connected to a disregard of indigenous rights, insufficient 
local participation and the threat of environmental degradation. Therefore, the author stated that wind-power 
must be accepted by local populations and the Sámi people, and that its placements should be decided 
through participation with the two aforementioned groups. The reason why self-determination and 
participation are important for wind-power’s sustainability is that it may otherwise compromise the survival 
of rural and indigenous communities, even though it may be environmentally benign and economically 
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viable. Lastly, the monetary gains from wind-power should be kept within the region and local affected 
communities – either by means of local ownership or economic compensation.

Summary
Renewable energy was the common denominator of how wind-power was connected to sustainability, but 
with a few deviations. At a general level the perceived environmental friendliness of wind-power together 
with cost efficiency, creation of jobs, and local ownership – by cooperatives, shares, or local and regional 
companies –  were seen as factors contributing to sustainability. The economic aspects of wind-power were 
certainly central in 2013. Profit and economic growth from wind-power were emphasised by the political 
parties that took part in the discourses (Appendix 1, 2013-04-06; 2013-06-19; 2013-08-14), meanwhile other 
authors were of a different opinion. Although, it should be noted that if economic gains from wind-power 
stayed in regional or in the local affected communities to a greater extent even those critical to economic 
growth as such were of the opinion that it could make wind-power more sustainable than otherwise. From a 
social perspective, on the other hand, the sustainability of wind-power was constructed as dependant on local
acceptability and influence during the whole process of wind-power developments. In other words, local 
communities and especially Sámi reindeer herders should have the right to determine themselves if, and 
under what conditions, they could accept wind-power (Appendix 1, 2013-09-14). 

The discourses on wind-power and sustainability was influenced to a large extent by economic 
expectations meanwhile environmental and social considerations had a marginal role. This issue was 
specifically raised in one article in 2013 where the importance of allowing for participation and self-
determination of those affected by wind-power was stressed as an integral part of sustainability in a wind-
power context. The article in question (Appendix 1, 2013-09-14) can be seen as a critique of the neoliberal 
paradigm and the colonial relations playing out in the north. However, for the most part the annual 
discourses about the sustainability of wind-power was shaped by a national non-indigenous perspective that 
served to make a Sámi perspective invisible. This could be observed in how the Centre party appealed to a 
national identity in their articles by portraying wind-power in the north as a national accomplishment and a 
possibility of regional development, but at the same time completely ignoring the impact of wind-power 
developments for the Sámi people (Appendix 1, 2013-04-06 & 2013-08-14). Furthermore, in the article by 
the Green party cooperative ownership was assumed to result in greater participation and redistribution of 
resources, but then the solution were perhaps mostly suitable those with an environmentalist non-indigenous 
identity. For example, it is quite unlikely that Sámi reindeer herders that are those most severely affected due 
to their land-based livelihood would find this solution satisfactory. Lastly, wind-power in the north was 
portrayed as a necessity in order to counter climate change, but also as means to revitalise the northern 
stagnant hinterland (Appendix 1, 2013-12-28). The necessity of an energy transition to counter climate 
change is indisputable, but that is not say that indigenous rights and principles of social sustainability should 
be abandoned for utilitarian reasons in the name of the common good. It is possible to interpret the article as 
an expression of the conflicted position of those living in the north that express both subordination in relation
to the assigned role of the north and the power of the non-indigenous population relative to the Sámi people.
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4.6. 2014
Similar to the previous years wind-power was conceptualised as part of a sustainable society and a 
sustainable energy production in 2014.

Table 6. Discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2014.

Sustainable Society
One article written by persons from a rural development organisation, the Whole of Sweden shall live, 
mentioned the renewable aspects of wind-power, but, rather, the article focused on highlighting the issues of 
natural resource exploitation in northern rural areas. For example, that hoped for local jobs and money 
appeared to have failed to materialise from these activities while the presence of wind-power decreased the 
potential of rural tourism. Consequently, the article brought up a number of conditional factors to fulfil if 
wind-power developments in the rural north were to contribute to a sustainable society. From this rural 
perspective it is central that local populations are eligible to decide for themselves if they want wind-power 
in their close proximity or not. If they are positive about developments they should also have the opportunity 
of becoming share owners meanwhile the local area and the region should be compensated in proportion to 
the profit which then might add to societal development (Appendix 1, 2014-05-07).

Another news-article reported from a public meeting hosted by the SNF, the aforementioned rural 
development organisation, and a wind-power company. In the article wind-power’s potential of generating 
employment and development was emphasised. The rural development organisation gave its support to local 
or regional ownership as well as economic compensation, while the SNF representative was inclined towards
stating the perceived necessity of an energy transition and to convince potential wind-power opposition 
through educative measures (Appendix 1, 2014-01-30).

Sustainable Energy Production
Wind-power companies were more eloquent when they discussed wind-power as sustainable energy 
production. They, as well as the Centre party, emphasised once more that a renewable energy source make 
wind-power sustainable. Employment, profitability, and the potential of contributing to general societal 
development were other factors brought up by the wind-power company as making wind-power sustainable. 
Moreover, the wind-power company did also consider a rather new perspective on how wind-power can be 
developed more cost efficiently:
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“Tack vare existerande vattenkraft är det enkelt och kostnadseffektivt att ansluta 
vindkraftverken till det nationella stamnätet. Det ger samordningsvinster i underhåll, drift, 
infrastruktur och kompetens.” (Appendix 1, 2014-02-07)
“Through pre-existing hydro-power it is easy and cost efficient to connect wind-power 
turbines to the national energy grid. That brings coordination advantages in terms of upkeep,
operation, infrastructure and competence.” 

If wind-power was developed where hydroelectric production already is in place much of the necessary 
infrastructure could be shared with synergetic effects. Interestingly, synergies with pre-existing hydroelectric 
developments in the north was brought up again later in 2014 when a news-article reported on a planned 
wind-power development near to a hydroelectric dam.

“Andra fördelar med lokaliseringen är att Vattenfall redan har en etablerad verksamhet i 
området, vilket innebär att platsen har en väl utbyggd infrastruktur för energiproduktion och 
att området redan är industripåverkat och att det saknas permanenta närboende. Det har varit 
den smidigaste processen hittills inför en vindkraftsetablering” (Appendix 1, 2014-09-23)
“Other pros with the placement is that Vattenfall already has an established activity in the 
area, which means that the location has infrastructure for energy production and that the area
already is affected by industrial activities and that there are no local permanent residents. It 
has been the smoothest process preceding a wind-power development so far”

Here it is also a matter of cost efficiency, but the article went slightly further than that when it described the 
social side of such an arrangement. Apparently, not many people were bothered by further industrial 
developments on land already affected by industrial activities which greatly improves the potential of local 
acceptance. 

Representatives of the Centre party had two articles published in 2014 that falls into this category. They 
were both positive towards wind-power, but one of the articles was more precarious. The reservation made 
consisted of a concern about the decreasing profitability of wind-power stemming from an overall lower 
energy price, which in the context could jeopardise municipal investment in wind-power (Appendix 1, 2014-
03-22). The other article from the Centre party had less of a concrete topic as it argued in favour of wind-
power in general. It emphasised wind-power’s potential of generating economic growth, its comparative 
cleanness, and the cost efficiency of wind-power energy production as factors leading to sustainability. 

“Sverige har unikt goda förutsättningar att ta vara på och bygga ut den förnybara energin. Vi 
har en god tillgång på förnybara energikällor, med vatten, vind, skogar och övriga förnybara 
resurser. De resurserna vill vi i Centerpartiet fortsätta ta vara på - för att fortsätta 
omställningen från till ett ekonomiskt och ekologiskt hållbart energisystem.” (Appendix 1, 
2014-08-22)
“Sweden have uniquely good prerequisites to develop renewable energy. We have good 
access to renewable energy sources, from water, wind, forests and other renewable 
resources. These resources we in the Centre party want to keep using – in order to continue 
the transition to an economically and environmentally sustainable energy system.”

Evidently, the perceived abundance of natural resources within the nation makes wind-power an appropriate 
energy source seen as both economically viable and environmentally benign by the Centre party. However, 
the Centre party left social aspects of sustainability out of their argumentation which serves to portray natural
resource exploitation in the north as unproblematic. The perspective of the Centre party’s article can be 
compared with an article written by a local rural organisation opposed to a planned wind-power park in their 
area.

“Vindkraften är viktig som en del av en hållbar energiproduktion. En utbyggnad ska dock 
ske med rim och reson och inte på bekostnad av kommuninnevånarnas livsmiljö.” 
(Appendix 1, 2014-02-22)
“Wind-power is an important part of a sustainable energy production. However, 
developments should be not be conducted at the expanse of the municipal residents’ 
surrounding environment.”

According to the rural organisation, local affected populations should be granted sufficient self-determination
in the planning process due to the negative social impacts that wind-power developments may cause. 
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Furthermore, the rural organisation raised the problem of energy being produced far from where it is 
intended to be consumed and the underlying unequal relations of power in place.

“De markområden som utpekas vara av riksintresse för vindkraft i norra Sverige bör flyttas 
till Syd- och Mellansverige, alltså där energin förbrukas.” (Appendix 1, 2014-02-22)
“The areas identified as state interests for wind-power in the north of Sweden should be 
moved to south and mid-Sweden, namely, where the energy is consumed.”

In short, the state encourages wind-power developments in the north even though it is inefficient to transfer 
electricity through the energy grid over great distances. The rural organisation was of the opinion that 
availability of unused land and favourable wind-conditions alone are inadequate grounds for encouraging 
energy production. 

In July 2014 one debate article in the VK newspaper was concerned with the effects of renewable 
energy production in the north of Sweden. Therein, the problems of colonial relations between the north and 
the nation as well as between the Sámi people and the non-indigenous population were raised in relation to 
renewable energy. 

“Den industriella kolonialism som svensk energipolitik riktat mot Norrland är i full gång och
en ekokolonialism framträder med omvärldens krav på ”svensk” förnybar energi.” 
(Appendix 1, 2014-07-03)
“The industrial colonialism that Swedish energy policy has directed towards the north is in 
full operation and an eco-colonialism emerge in the demands of ‘Swedish’ renewable 
energy.”

“I stället vore det hög tid att diskutera ett rättvisande avgiftssystem i likhet med den norska 
återbäringsmodellen men som också tar bäring på urfolksrättigheter och befolkningen som 
helhet.” (Appendix 1, 2014-07-03)
“Instead it is about time to discuss a just system of compensation, alike that of the 
Norwegian refund-model, that takes into consideration indigenous rights and the population 
as a whole.”

The article stated that if past, present and future renewable energy developments are to be considered 
sustainable it is important that local communities and the northern region are duly compensated for their 
contribution to Sweden’s renewable energy portfolio. Furthermore, the article strongly asserted that 
indigenous rights must be respected, which in effect means that sustainable wind-power developments 
cannot circumvent Sámi rights to herd reindeer – otherwise wind-power would be an instance of ‘eco-
colonialism’.

Summary
Renewable energy, employment within the energy sector and societal development were factors usually 
found in the empirical material for 2014. Moreover, sustainability of wind-power was also constructed as a 
product of local acceptability – i.e. through self-determination in matters of planned wind-power and just 
compensation from already developed wind-power. These mechanisms were present in some articles 
referring both to wind-power’s role in a sustainable society as well as in sustainable energy production. 
When wind-power was connected to notions of a sustainable society a noticeable emphasis on social factors 
influenced by environmental considerations could be observed (Appendix 1, 2014-01-30 & 2014-05-07). 
Therein, compensation and local ownership were presented as means of redistributing potential economic 
gains in order to facilitate acceptability and other forms of development within affected communities. When 
wind-power was perceived as sustainable energy production the overall focus of the articles was more 
inclined towards stating the importance of economic factors such as cost efficiency, profit and growth that 
would make an energy transition faster and economically viable (Appendix 1, 2014-02-07; 2014-03-22; 
2014-08-22). In addition, it was argued and shown that wind-power would be a more sustainable mode of 
energy production if it was developed together with pre-existing hydroelectric production which would 
enable a more intensive use of infrastructure with synergic effects (Appendix 1, 2014-02-07 & 2014-09-23). 
In other words, the already comparatively clean wind-power would then have an even lesser environmental 
impact which would contribute to sustainability from an environmental perspective, but also indirectly from 
a social perspective since developments of untouched areas could be minimised. Within the category of 
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sustainable energy one article contained elements that no other article raised in 2014 – namely, indigenous 
rights and the colonial nature of energy production in the north (Appendix 1, 2014-07-03). Wind-power and 
renewable energy in general have a disproportionate negative impact on Sámi livelihoods which threatens 
their cultural identity, and thus the author demanded that indigenous rights are respected and that affected 
communities are compensated for the intrusion of wind-power.

In 2014 the discourses on sustainability and wind-power contained numerous instances where social 
aspects were emphasised while the tendency of focusing on economic and environmental aspects was less 
prominent. However, expressions of power were still present in various forms throughout the year. For 
example, it is questionable to assume that information about wind-power’s benefits would pacify all 
opposition (Appendix 1, 2014-01-30). There is not one social reality that everyone shares, or even could 
share, and to assume that those negatively affected by wind-power would change their minds by mere 
educative measures represents a privileged position. Even though an energy transition is necessary it is still 
crucial for the sake of sustainability that the burden of energy production does not add to the environmental 
injustice directed towards already marginalised groups. From a national non-indigenous perspective wind-
power certainly represents economic and environmental sustainability, and the northern region may seem 
like an ample choice for wind-power developments due to its sparse population (Appendix 1, 2014-08-22) – 
but in fact rural populations and Sámi people still live and make a living from seemingly empty land. It is 
their experience of wind-power, and its preceding planning processes, that dictates whether it is socially 
sustainable in the end. The problem is that these two groups, and especially Sámi reindeer herders, are often 
ignored when sustainability is proclaimed which reproduces their marginalisation and thereby adds further 
limitations to sustainability. Rural peoples in the north carry the burden of national energy production 
meanwhile they themselves are not the intended consumers, and from their perspective a relocation of energy
production to more central areas are the most sensible and sustainable alternative (Appendix 1, 2014-02-22). 
Furthermore, one article explicitly demanded that Sámi rights are respected by renewable energy 
developments as well as an end to the reproduction of colonial relations in the north (Appendix 1, 2014-07-
03). In other words, past and present renewable energy production must break this pattern by ensuring that 
those affected have means of real political influence and that they are compensated accordingly to become 
sustainable. 

4.7. 2015
Wind-power was connected to sustainable society, sustainable energy production, and sustainable 
development in 2015.

Table 7. Discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2015.

Sustainable society
Sustainable society was mentioned in relation to wind-power in one article published in the NK newspaper. 
The article was throughout positive to wind-power in the north – mainly for the reason that wind-power is 
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renewable and that it might contribute to  economic growth and societal development in the north, 
meanwhile making the nation energy self-sufficient.

“Att vi måste ställa om samhället till ett ekologiskt långsiktigt hållbart samhälle är 
ofrånkomligt, detta för att inte förstöra framtiden för kommande generationer alltså våra 
barn och barnbarn.” (Appendix 1, 2015-08-27)
“That we have to convert the society to a long-term environmentally sustainable society is 
inevitable, in order to avoid destroying the future for coming generations such as our 
children and grandchildren.”

“Vi i Norrbotten har synnerligen bra förutsättningar att ställa om och visa att en omställning 
inte bara är nödvändig och möjlig utan att det också innebär stora möjligheter till utveckling.
(Appendix 1, 2015-08-27)
“We in Norrbotten have remarkable good pre-conditions for transition and to show that a 
transition is not only necessary and possible but also that it involves ample opportunities for 
development.”

The reason why wind-power, and renewable energy in general, appeared promising to the author of this 
article was that it might give the north of Sweden a comparative advantage in attracting future foreign 
investments to the region that, in turn, would generate industrial employment opportunities. A clean 
industrial sector and a halt to climate change are the corner-stones of a sustainable society from this 
perspective – as well as a promising source of revitalisation for the north.

Sustainable Energy Production
Sustainable energy production by means of wind-power was argued for by representatives of the Green party.
They motivated the connection by renewability and means of achieving an industrial production decoupled 
from environmental degradation.

“100 procent förnybar energi, kraftfullare styrmedel och incitament för marknaden och en 
grön industripolitik. Så skapar vi både en hållbar energisektor och möjligheter till nya jobb.” 
(Appendix 1, 2015-02-07)
“100 percent renewable energy, improved means of political steering and incitements for the 
market and a green industrial policy. That way we create both a sustainable energy sector 
and opportunities for new jobs.”

Rural jobs and possibilities of generating nation-wide economic growth were not directly linked to a 
sustainable energy system, but they were seen as benefits derived from wind-power and thus indirectly 
connected to sustainability in a broader sense.

The second article – a news essay in the NK newspaper - that was concerned with wind-power’s 
sustainability presented a rather negative perspective on wind-power. It questioned whether wind-power 
developments really contribute to local employment opportunities, and if the energy produced from wind-
power make up for social and environmental impacts on a local level. Until these factors become known 
though careful assessment the author urged for precaution.

“I dag finns ett påtagligt massivt motstånd till vindkraft. I södra Sverige där motståndet är så
kraftigt att man mer eller mindre gett upp planer på fortsatt vindkraftsutbyggnad. Men 
däremot pekar man mot Norrland där motståndet inte är lika kraftigt. Ännu. Här tas beslut 
utan att närboende har någon som helst möjlighet till påverkan.” (Appendix 1, 2014-04-22)
“Today there is a considerable opposition to wind-power. In the south of Sweden the 
opposition is so substantial that plans of further wind-power developments have more or less
been abandoned. But instead focus is directed towards the north where the opposition is not 
as strong. Yet. Here decisions are made without any possibility of influence for local 
populations.”

In the quote above it can be observed how the uneasy relation between the northern periphery and south 
central regions of the nation is used in an attempt to mobilise wind-power opposition in the north. The 
underlying rationale is quite simple, i.e. why should the north carry the burden of southern energy 
consumption. In the quote another issue can also be observed – namely, a dissatisfaction with the exclusive 
political decision-making processes in these matters.
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Sustainable Development
Two articles brought up wind-power in relation to sustainable development in 2015. The earliest one was 
published in the NK newspaper. The article in question had an industrialist perspective when it discussed 
wind-power and sustainability in the north. It was positive towards wind-power because of its renewable 
energy source and its comparative cleanness. Moreover, natural resource exploitation and industrial 
production in the north were perceived as national assets or accomplishments that the northern population 
should be “happy about and take pride in” (Appendix 1, 2015-04-10 [author’s translation]).

“Det är basindustrierna som alltid varit ryggraden i svensk ekonomi och bidragit till att 
skapa välstånd för folket i detta gamla, fina konungarike i världens fredligaste hörn. Det är 
naturtillgångar som malm, skog och vattenkraft som basindustrierna förädlar och gör att 
Sverige tillhör den grupp av länder i världen som har högst levnadsstandard.” (Appendix 1, 
2015-04-10)
“The base industries have always been the backbone of Swedish economy and they have 
contributed to creating prosperity to the people of this old, fine kingdom in the most 
peaceful corner of the world. It is natural resources such as ore, forest and hydro-power 
which the base industries are refining that makes Sweden part of the group of countries that 
have the highest living standard.”

In conjunction, the article express a support for wind-power developments because it represent a promise of 
prolonging the prosperity of the north and the nation in an environmentally friendly form. However, the 
article left no room for compromises with opposing voices nor reducing environmental impacts from the 
industrial developments themselves. Implicitly, these matters were perceived as sacrifices to be made in 
order to maintain a high living standard.

The other article connecting wind-power to sustainable development in 2015 was likewise positive to 
wind-power in the northern inland. Initially the article compared the relatively insignificant intrusions from 
wind-power with the destructive potential of mining, and, secondly, it was concerned with the potential of 
local gains from wind-power developments.

“Vindkraften som nu är planerad är ett första viktigt steg och ger drift i minst 25 år, ger bra 
skogsbilvägar, och det viktigaste, pengar till lokal utveckling.” (Appendix 1, 2015-05-12)
“The planned wind-power is a first important step as it is in operation for at least 25 years, 
provides good forest roads, and the most important, money for local development.”

The need of employment and functioning infrastructure, etc., in rural areas of the north were likely the 
underlying motives for being positive to wind-power developments, and especially since the alternatives are 
by far more damaging to the local environment. However, it is unsure whether profits and tax revenue are 
returned to the area, and to Sámi reindeer herders more roads, power-lines and human presence are more a 
source of nuisance that anything else.

In one news-article, who interviewed a social-democratic municipal commissioner, wind-power was 
seen as contributing to sustainable development by means of economic growth, but at the same time the 
interviewed politician mentioned that the planned site for wind-power developments poses an encroachment 
to reindeer herding (Appendix 1, 2015-05-25). A solution in accordance with the affected Sámi Communities
was reported to be sought after, but is should be noted that the article gave no indication that this would be a 
factor potentially limiting sustainability. The conflict of interest at hand should rather be interpreted as an 
obstacle to overcome in order to facilitate environmentally friendly, or ‘green’ economic growth.

Summary
At a general level and regardless of how sustainability was perceived, wind-power was seen as sustainable 
because of its renewable energy source alongside the potential of economic growth and employment 
opportunities. These three factors occurred together with claims that the comparably clean wind-power might
lead to development due to the influx of economic resources to the region (Appendix 1, 2015-04-10; 2015-
05-12; 2015-08-27). Wind-power was connected to a sustainable society and sustainable development in 
almost the same way when looking at the mechanisms that occurred in the discourses, but for sustainable 
society energy self-sufficiency was also mentioned (Appendix 1, 2015-08-27). For sustainable energy 
production, on the other hand, the contribution from wind-power in terms of renewable energy, growth and 
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jobs (Appendix 1, 2015-02-07) was coupled with conditional factors. One of the criteria was that affected 
people should be allowed to decide themselves if and where wind-power could be accepted in their 
surrounding areas (Appendix 1, 2014-04-22). In addition, the same article urged for precaution until social 
and environmental impacts from wind-power become fully understood.

In 2015, the allure of national energy self-sufficiency, regional growth and development influenced the 
perception of sustainability. In other words, the construct of wind-power as sustainable had much in common
with the notion of green economic growth while the potential environmental and social problems associated 
to wind-power were understated by most actors. Climate change does pose a threat to a human future on the 
planet which calls for solutions of quite some magnitude (Appendix 1, 2015-08-27), but at the same time 
solutions in the name of sustainability cannot be at the expanse of already marginalised groups. The progress 
of wind-power developments in the north has been swift and without sufficient means of influence according
to one article that portrayed wind-power developments as dictated by regional administrative boards and 
national centres to meet energy demands in the south (Appendix 1, 2014-04-22). Therefore, it is possible to 
assert that the discourses in 2015 were influenced to a great extent by a national non-indigenous perspective 
that rendered rural and especially Sámi experiences of wind-power quite invisible.

4.8. 2016
For the last year included in this study wind-power was mentioned in relation to sustainable energy 
production and sustainable development.

Table 8. Discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2016.

Sustainable Energy Production
The SNF was given the opportunity to voice their perspective on wind-power in a news-article in the VK 
newspaper. Wind-power was connected to sustainable energy production because of its renewable energy 
source, and if wind-power could be developed together with other renewable energy sources the 
sustainability of energy production would be strengthened by diversity and synergic effects. In other words, 
the sustainability of wind-power was seen as dependant on whether environmental impacts could be 
minimised in accordance to the wishes of local populations.

“Naturskyddsföreningen blundar inte för att landskapsbilden kan komma att förändras, men 
säger sig ha tydliga riktlinjer för att undvika ett långsiktigt problem. – Vindkraftparker ska 
alltid byggas där de stör ekosystem och kultur så lite som möjligt, säger Anna Wolf.” 
(Appendix 1, 2016-03-26)
“The SNF does not ignore that the landscape might be altered, but they claim to have clear 
guidelines to avoid long-term problems. - Wind-power parks should always be build where 
they disturb ecosystems and culture as little as possible, says Anna Wolf.”

Sustainable Development
The connection between sustainable development and wind-power was argued for in an article in the NK 
newspaper. Therein, wind-power’s renewable energy source, its comparative cleanness, and the potential of 

39



employment were the primary factors contributing to sustainable development (Appendix 1, 2016-11-28). 
Another article in 2016 represented a negative perception of wind-power. It argued that wind-power 
developments may pose a limitation to sustainable development due to its social and environmental impacts. 
A relatively pristine natural environment of the north was perceived as an asset for the northern tourism 
industry, and intrinsic environmental values and, consequently, the possibility of attracting tourists were seen
as compromised by wind-power developments. Another factor brought up the in article was that an earlier 
municipal referendum on the acceptance of wind-power had had a negative result, but despite the expressed 
will of the population local politicians were still pursuing plans of wind-power developments (Appendix 1, 
2016-04-25). In addition, a shorter article presented an interview with the minister of energy on the topic of 
renewable energy. The minister expressed a positive view on the access to hydro-power and the current 
expansion of the wind-power in the north, which he perceives as “right from a sustainability perspective” 
(Appendix 1, 2016-12-10 [author’s translation]).

Lastly, one news-article in the beginning of 2016 reported on an denouncement of a wind-power park 
permit by three Sámi Communities. The Sámi Communities opposed the wind-power development because 
they were planned in a way that would make reindeer herding in the area difficult, if not impossible. 

“Samebyarna vill att tillståndet undanröjs. Motiveringen är att ett samhällsintresse som 
vindkraftparken utgör inte ska få äventyra en samebys existens.” (Appendix 1, 2016-01-16)
“The Sámi Communities wants that the permit abated. The motive is that the common good 
that the wind-power park constitute should not be allowed to compromise the existence of a 
Sámi Community.”

“Samebyarna anser att om vinterbetesområdet tillåts exploateras ytterligare kommer det att 
få till följd att rennäringen inte kan nyttja vinterbetet på det långsiktigt hållbara traditionella 
brukande som gjorts i generationer.” (Appendix 1, 2016-01-16)
“The Sámi Communities consider further exploitations on the winter grazing-land as causing
a loss of long-term sustainable and traditional usage performed by generations.”

Herein, the sustainable land-use conducted by generations Sámi people was contrasted with the national 
desire of renewable energy production that many actors perceive as sustainable. As indicated in the quotation
above wind-power developments were not the only exploitative activity present in the area, and the 
cumulative effects were seen as a threat to the existence of Sámi culture and identity.

Summary
For the last year included in this study wind-power was connected to sustainability primarily because it 
produces electricity from a renewable energy source (Appendix 1, 2016-11-28 & 2016-12-10), but under the 
condition that wind-power developments are planned in participation with those who will be affected by 
them (Appendix 1, 2016-03-26 & 2016-04-25). The economy of wind-power was not present in the 
discourses which is a clear deviation from how the sustainability of wind-power has been constructed 
throughout the studied time-interval. Instead, environmental and social aspects of sustainability were 
prominent elements of the discourses. In terms of environmental factors wind-power’s comparative 
cleanness was mentioned (Appendix 1, 2016-11-28), and if wind-power could be developed close to or at the
same site as other renewable energy production the direct environmental impacts thereof would be 
minimised (Appendix 1, 2016-03-26). From a social perspective wind-power was seen as sustainable due to 
the potential of employment opportunities (Appendix 1, 2016-11-28) – in addition to local participation, of 
course. At the same time Sámi usufruct rights to reindeer grazing was reported to be compromised by wind-
power developments which can be seen as an clear indication of environmental injustice (Appendix 1, 2016-
01-16), and the conclusion to be made is that if wind-power developments in the north are to become 
sustainable indigenous rights must be respected.
Wind-power and sustainability discourses in 2016 was marked by expressions of power and attempts to 
counter dominant perceptions. First of all, it was interesting to observe a national politician, the minister of 
energy, making simplistic statements about the sustainability of renewable energy in the north without any 
reference whatsoever to environmental and social impacts thereof (Appendix 1, 2016-12-10). The trouble of 
such a statement is that it serves to reproduce the supplier role of the northern region, as well as the 
marginalisation of those directly affected, by limiting the discourse to a question about energy sources. A 
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similar tendency could be observed in the criticism one article directed towards municipal politicians that 
acted contrary to the expressed will of the people on wind-power developments in their pursuit of meeting 
national energy demands and finding means of economic growth (Appendix 1, 2016-04-25). In short, it is 
problematic when politicians have an understanding of wind-power and sustainability that does not 
incorporate the experiences of those directly affected by the developments in question. The most clear 
example of this problem is perhaps the politically approved wind-power park formally denounced by three 
Sámi Communities (Appendix 1, 2016-01-16). Wind-power developments in conjunction to other 
exploitative intrusions on the reindeer grazing-lands are a major challenge for the Sámi community as a 
whole, and the lack of real political influence makes conflicts such as the one reported about all the more 
likely.

4.9. The Discursive Construct of Sustainability
The discursive construction of wind-power as sustainable was often based on renewable energy and the 
relatively small impact from wind-power on the natural environment in terms of emissions and waste – the 
former being a nearly static element throughout the empirical material. From these two factors the 
sustainability construct tend to move into the outcomes of wind-power developments and how these in turn 
creates or limits sustainability. However, the discursive construction of the sustainability of wind-power is 
certainly not a static uniform process as a whole, but before moving into the realm of discussing how the 
sustainability construct change over the scope of the studied time-span it may be sensible to first describe the
less apparent differences between the factors used in the material. 

Table 9. Comparison of discursive links between wind-power and sustainability in newspaper articles, 2009 – 2016.

The table describes annual variation and change in terms of what factors – i.e. mechanisms or discursive 
linkages – that were used in the newspaper articles. It should be seen as an comparative overview of the 
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discourses as a whole. Alike the previous tables it indicate occurrence of factors in the yearly discourses, and
not how many articles, etc., that were part of the discourses (see Appendix 1.). 

Some factors that are brought up as making wind-power sustainable are inherent qualities to the mode 
of production itself, while some are expected or real outcomes and others are of a more conditional nature. 
The inherent factors constructed as making wind-power sustainable are its renewable source of energy and 
the relatively small amount of emissions and waste generated by wind-power turbines during their life-cycle 
– in comparison to other modes of energy production. The following category of factors are claimed, 
expected and known outcomes or properties of wind-power that are seen in the empirical material as 
contributing to sustainability. These factors are represented as more or less static characteristics of wind-
power, but they are in fact changeable which might affect the construct of wind-power’s sustainability – even
though they are not expected to. Within this category constructs such as wind-power as cheaper and more 
cost efficient than other modes of energy production can be found. In some instances wind-power was also 
connected to sustainability because it is expected that it will generate employment opportunities, profit, and 
economic growth which, in turn, might facilitate societal development in a sustainable direction. 
Furthermore, the addition of renewable energy from wind-power is expected to increase national self-
sufficiency and thereby ensuring that the nation has a secure access to energy – and export incomes, for that 
matter. These factors were commonly found in the empirical material among senders that were positively 
inclined toward wind-power development.

The conditional factors that, if they are met, would add to the sustainability of wind-power were more 
numerous and less evenly distributed in empirical material. They were mostly found in articles with a critical
perspective on wind-power, ranging from oppositional to positive with reservation. In general, the 
conditional factors represent a group of criteria which are relevant from an environmental and social 
perspective on sustainability. Wind-power is expected to generate profit which in itself is constructed as a 
mechanism contributing to sustainability, but profitability alone does not equate sustainability according to 
many senders represented in this study. Thus, the empirical material contains numerous references to various 
redistributive measures. A frequently discussed condition found present in different discursive contexts in the
empirical material is local and regional monetary compensation. Either by means of direct payments, in 
proportion to profit, from the owners of the wind-power turbines in question to local affected communities, 
or indirectly through municipal or county taxation. Redistribution of the economic gains derived from wind-
power may also be divided between a larger number of people through cooperative or local share-holder 
ownership structures. Such an arrangement would decentralise the ownership of wind-power production and,
ideally, incorporate local populations in the planning processes preceding developments. However, 
participation should not be limited to cooperative members or share-owners, but rather extend to all affected 
people if wind-power developments are to become sustainable. Articles with a rural or Sámi perspective tend
to assert that participation on a local level is insufficient if those affected are not granted the possibility of 
self-determination – i.e. to actually prevent wind-power developments if deemed necessary for the survival 
of their communities. Participation and deliberation have the potential of minimising negative social impacts 
which would contribute to the sustainability of wind-power if conducted in an inclusive manner and 
acknowledged as more than merely an advisory instance. Indigenous rights have an unique position in a 
sustainable development contexts such as this since wind-power – alone and in conjunction to previous 
industrial exploitation – pose encroachments to the practice of reindeer herding and thereby threaten Sámi 
livelihoods, identity and culture. The sustainability of wind-power is therefore constructed as dependant on 
respecting these rights by some actors. In order to do so careful placement of wind-power turbines in 
cooperation with the affected Sámi Community is crucial in addition to monetary compensation.

Wind-power does not only change the appearance of the landscape to the human eye, and the 
conditional factors also have a more environmentally inclined side. Wind-power turbines rests on a concrete 
bases, they are reached by road and connected to the power grid, etc., which all have a direct physical impact
on the surrounding area. Therefore, a reoccurring condition is that nature preservation areas, key areas of 
high biodiversity and otherwise sensitive biotopes are spared from wind-power developments. Placing wind-
power turbines on already degraded land and long-term planning for developed sites were proposed in some 
cases to minimise environmental impacts and, potentially, reduce transfer losses if these sites are near to 
centres of human activity – i.e. where the energy is consumed. Another alternative that would further 
sustainability was developing wind-power in close proximity to pre-existing hydro-electrical developments 
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and other renewable energy production with the purpose of finding synergetic effects while keeping 
environmental and social impacts small. 

5. Discussion
The investigated discourses between 2009 and 2016 does cover many relevant aspects of sustainability 
applied to wind-power, and seen as a whole they give a good indication of the strengths and weaknesses of 
wind-power in a north Swedish context (table 9). At the same time, the discourses are not conducted nor 
perceived as a whole in practice. Thus, an aggregated formate of the discourses is misleading as a 
measurement of content and democratic quality, but it may serve other illuminating purposes such as a point 
of comparison. It is more sensible to look at the discourses closer to the particular media texts while keeping 
the whole in mind. The discourses in printed media are not the actual opinions of the northern population nor
the readers of the newspapers, but a representation of a generalised perception valid for its own context and 
time with all its various meanings and nuances. They give an indication of the how the world is perceived, 
but they provide an incomplete and biased representation of the multitude of social realities found among 
population – which in itself is interesting because it gives an indication of power relations present in the 
discourses and in reality. What discourses do is affecting the perception of reality by producing and 
reproducing knowledge that in turn becomes the interpretive tools used by individuals to understand certain 
aspects of reality. Discourses are susceptible to the influence of power in the sense that they often reproduce 
a dominant or hegemonic view, but it is possible that discourses change through forming new intertextual 
links and thereby altering or dismantle the previous constructs of reality (Winther Jørgensen et al., 2000).

This chapter is concerned with the annual change of how sustainability was applied to wind-power as 
well as the dimensions of power found in the empirical material. It involves looking into variation found 
between the various ways actors were using sustainability as a concept; how social position and political 
ideology affect the perception of sustainability and wind-power; how the discourses changed over time; and, 
lastly, the effect of power. The idea is that by looking more deeply into the general perception of 
sustainability when applied to wind-power it would be possible to observe how the underlying power of 
dominant groups in society steers the discourses in a way that produces an understanding of sustainability 
and wind-power which reproduces present-day power relations.

5.1. Variation of Sustainability Constructs
The composition of factors present in the discourses varied within each year between different articles, and it
was subject to change on a yearly basis over the studied time-interval. Sustainability was in some cases used 
in a general sense when wind-power was connected to sustainable development or notions of a sustainable 
society, and in other cases sustainability was used more narrowly to denote the quality of a certain matter – 
namely, sustainable energy production. However, when looking at the difference between the three categories
most factors were found within all three categories of sustainability when looking at the studied time-span as 
a whole, but some divergent tendencies could also be found in the discourses. The only factor found solely 
within one category was synergy when wind-power was connected to sustainable energy production. 
Cooperative ownership, indigenous rights, and long-term planning were discussed in articles referring to 
sustainable energy production and sustainable development, but not sustainable society. Energy self-
sufficiency was mentioned within the categories of sustainable society and sustainable energy production, 
but not sustainable development. Cost efficiency, economic growth, and preventing environmental impacts 
are factors that occurred within all three categories of sustainability, but most often in relation to sustainable 
energy production. In short, this indicates that the way sustainability is conceptualised does not determine 
how the sustainability of wind-power is constructed in the discourses – due to the overlapping of factors 
between categories and that some factors are not found within categories where one might expect to find 
them. For example, that respecting indigenous rights was not part of the discourses on wind-power and a 
sustainable society. 
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The social position and political ideology of the sender, on the other hand, appears to be shaping how 
wind-power is connected to sustainability to a greater extent. Actors that took part in the discourses came 
from rural, environmental and Sámi organisations; Centre, Green, Left, and Social-democrat political parties;
the wind-power industry; and the editorial staff of the newspapers. In those cases where the sender was either
anonymous or unconnected to an organisation the article was sorted according to the publishing newspaper’s 
political direction. 

The rural development organisation, Whole of Sweden shall live, was part of the discourses in 2009 and
2014. For the rural organisation participation and self-determination was important since many of the 
present-day wind-power developments have been planned and built without sufficient influence and consent 
from local populations. The rural organisation did also stress that rural wind-power should provide rural jobs 
and that affected communities should either be duly compensated for hosting the turbines or own the wind-
power themselves. Monetary gains from such arrangements would contribute to sustainability by facilitating 
societal development and providing welfare funding on a local level. Environmental organisations took part 
in the discourses every other year from 2010 and onwards, and they were found to be primarily focusing on 
the environmental aspects of wind-power’s perceived sustainability, but with the addition of socio-economic 
outcomes such as employment and development and, to some extent, considerations towards reindeer 
herding. Sámi organisations – the national Sámi organisation SSR and certain affected Sámi Communities – 
had a part in the discourses in 2009, 2012, 2014, and 2016. In those articles where Sámi organisations 
expressed their view on sustainability and wind-power they portrayed the circumstances somewhat 
differently than most other non-indigenous senders. From a Sámi reindeer herder perspective the problem of 
wind-power is dual. Firstly, the actual turbines are a direct hindrance to reindeer herding and grazing, and, 
secondly, the cumulative effects of having multiple intrusions in the grazing areas makes herding vulnerable 
due to the lack of grazing reserves. Therefore, the Sámi organisations demand that remaining indigenous 
rights are respected and enforced, and that past and present encroachments on grazing-land are compensated 
in proportion to the damage inflicted upon Sámi livelihoods. If wind-power developments meet these 
requirements they would be less harmful, but it should still be noted that wind-power in Sápmi might not be 
seen as sustainable from a Sámi reindeer herder perspective.

From 2009 until the end of 2014 the Centre party was active in the sustainability and wind-power 
discourses in north Swedish newspapers. They had an overall inclination towards arguing for wind-power 
from an economic standpoint where environmentally friendly economic growth were constructed as the 
foundation of sustainability. Local or regional ownership forms were sometimes proposed as a way of 
ensuring northern jobs and, ideally, development. The Green party contributed to the discourses in 2009, 
2013 and 2015. From their perspective wind-power was seen as sustainable because it represents an 
environmentally sound way of producing energy that may generate economic growth and employment 
opportunities, but with the reservation that amends should be made to local affected communities and the 
region as a whole. In short, affected people should have the opportunity to become share-owners in order to 
participate in and profit themselves from wind-power. In conjunction, local communities and the region 
should be compensated in proportion to profit. The Social-democrat party contributed with short debate 
entries from 2013 to 2016 and they were of the opinion that wind-power would result in green growth and 
thereby contribute to sustainability. The Left party was only represented in one article in 2012 where the 
party leader claimed that wind-power would create new jobs, but with reservation that wind-power in the 
north should also be owned by local and regional companies. 

Articles originating from the wind-power industry had a part of the discourses from 2009 to 2012 and 
again in 2014. The representatives of the wind-power industry, alike the Centre party, favoured economic 
aspects of wind-power, but the wind-power industry did consider environmental and social aspects as well. 
For example, seeking synergetic effects together with pre-existing hydro-power that would both decrease 
construction costs and minimise environmental impacts from wind-power. Sustainable wind-power would 
also benefit the surrounding society with employment opportunities and economic means of development. In 
addition, some wind-power companies were positive towards alternative ownership forms such as share-
holders and cooperatives which would strengthen local economies and increase acceptance. 

There was also a notable difference between newspapers of different political directions. News and 
debate-articles in the liberal newspapers – Norran and VK – were part of the all the yearly discourses and 
together they formed a nuanced picture of wind-power’s sustainability, meanwhile the other two newspapers 

44



had but a small part in the discourses on their own. In general, emphasis was on environmental and social 
aspects of sustainability in the liberal newspapers, and the social impact of wind-power was a recurrent 
theme of articles published in them. Economic profitability was certainly seen in a positive light, and 
especially so if it provided means of northern development through compensatory measures or cooperative 
ownership. At the same time it was clear that economic gains alone were insufficient in order to counter 
negative impacts affecting rural and Sámi communities. One article explicitly demanded that indigenous 
rights should have a higher priority which no other group of actors did except the Sámi senders themselves. 
It was stated that for rural and Sámi people sustainable wind-power would require participation and self-
determination during decision-making processes. Furthermore, wind-power developments placed adjacent to 
pre-existing hydro-power was reported to be both environmentally and socially beneficial in practice and 
thereby contributing to sustainability. The liberal-conservative newspaper, NK, published articles related to 
sustainability and wind-power in 2011, 2015 and 2016. The newspapers perspective on the matter was that 
wind-power represents an environmentally sound way of producing energy that would contribute to 
sustainability by means of energy self-sufficiency and societal development. Lastly, for the social democratic
newspaper NSD wind-power’s sustainability was seen as a function of green economic gains and the 
potential of new jobs, in articles published in 2010 and 2011.

5.2. Annual Discursive Change
What has been described thus far is how the perception of wind-power in terms of sustainability varies due to
social position and political ideology of the senders, but over the course of the studied years the general 
construction of wind-power was also subject to change on a yearly basis (see table 9). First of all, the 
sustainability of wind-power was seen as a function of new employment opportunities, renewable energy, 
and minimising the physical environmental impact of the turbines or parks every year from the beginning of 
2009 to the end of 2016. Therefore, they represent static elements at the core of a general understanding of 
sustainability and wind-power as it was portrayed in the north Swedish newspapers. In terms of occurrence 
these factors were closely followed by claims of cost efficiency, economic growth and societal development 
derived from wind-power. Cost efficiency of wind-power was used in the discourses as a way of facilitating 
a market-driven energy transition towards sustainability in discourses from 2009 to 2014, where the factor 
was last mentioned. Similarly, economic growth was mentioned in relation to sustainability and wind-power 
from 2010 to 2015. Development was seen as an expected outcome during the first half of the studied 
interval but thereafter development as an effect of wind-power appeared to be loosing in esteem since it was 
only mentioned again in 2014 and 2015. 

 Cleanness, compensation, local ownership, and profit were connected to the sustainability of wind-
power in more than half of the studied yearly discourses. That wind-power is relatively clean in terms of 
waste and emission in comparison to other modes of energy production was mentioned in 2009 and 2012, 
and from 2014 to 2016 – which indicates that cleanness was more strongly associated to wind-power’s 
sustainability by the end of the studied time-span. Compensation to local affected communities was part of 
the discourses in 2009 and 2010 and between 2012 and 2014 which makes it a factor that was more 
emphasised in the earlier annual discourses. Closely related to compensation is local ownership that likewise 
function as a redistributive measure, but more on a regional level, in the context. Local ownership was used 
in discourses between 2010 and 2014, or in other words - a factor emphasised in the middle of the studied 
interval as it was not mentioned for the first nor the last two years. Wind-power’s profitability was stated as a
factor contributing to sustainability from 2009 to 2011 and then also in 2013 and 2014 which makes it a 
factor that occurred more in the discourses in the earlier half of the material by a small margin. The deviation
in 2012 may be explained by a falling profit margin due to an overall lower energy price. Interestingly, there 
appear to be a covariation between these three economic factors in the sense that they all abruptly ceased to 
be part of the discourses in 2014 – a pattern which was first observed for the factors cost efficiency and 
economic growth. A cooperative ownership form was similarly part of the discourses in the earlier years until
2011 and then again in 2013. In other words, this factor may follow the pattern of decreased emphasis on 
economic factors after 2014, or thereabout, even though its last mentioning occurred one year earlier. 
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Participation and self-determination, indigenous rights were part of half of the annual discourses and 
they occurred more often during the latter part of the studied interval. Participation and self-determination 
were mentioned already in 2009, but then the discourses did not involve such those social considerations 
again until 2013. In 2013 and afterwards the two closely related conditional factors were part of the yearly 
discourses. Occurrence of participation and self-determination in the discourses did not completely covariate,
but due to their similar meaning they should be seen as overlapping – i.e. they differ only by the degree 
power granted to local affected communities. Demands of improvements in the application of indigenous 
rights was in some cases linked to participatory mechanisms and Sámi self-determination. Indigenous rights 
and a Sámi perspective was more prominent in the discourses in the latter half of the studied interval, and 
respect towards indigenous rights occurred as a conditional factor in the discourses on sustainability and 
wind-power from 2012 to 2014 and then again in 2016.

The three remaining factors – synergy, long-term planning and energy self-sufficiency – occurred more 
sporadically in the yearly discourses. For example, synergy from placing wind-power near to pre-existing 
industrial developments and alike was mentioned in 2012, 2014, and 2016. In other words, the factor was 
more represented in the discourses by the end of the studied interval by a small margin, but at the same time 
the factor had a quite marginal role in the material. Long-term planning, on the other hand, occurred only in 
2012 and 2013 which is a clear but rather insignificant pattern since the factor was not part of the discourses 
before nor after. Lastly, energy self-sufficiency by wind-power was mentioned in 2009, because it would lead
to national security, and then again in 2015, for the sake of energy export, which indicates that the factor is 
also quite marginal in relation to sustainability.

At a general level a few trends regarding the factors used in the discourses can be observed. The use of 
economic and some socio-economic factors in the discourses gradually fell away from 2013 to 2015 – i.e. 
cost efficiency, profit and economic growth as well as compensation, local and cooperative ownership, and to
some extent also societal development, but not employment. At the same time rural organisations, the Centre 
party, and representatives of the wind-power industry left the discourses which may explain why these 
factors were not mentioned thereafter. The Green and Social democrat parties both stated that economic 
growth facilitated by wind-power would be a contribution to sustainability in 2015, which accounts for the 
one year deviation of that factor. In other words, with the political parties and the wind-power industry out of
the picture none of the economic factors were present in the discourses, and in a similar manner did requests 
of compensation to local affected communities disappear with the rural senders. This study cannot explain 
why the these actors became less active in the discourses because the reasons are not part of the empirical 
material, but one plausible explanation that would apply for the political parties is still worth mentioning. 
The Centre party appear to have had a role of being the incumbent government’s environmental voice in 
printed media, and after the election in 2014 the right-wing coalition was replaced by the social democrats 
and the Green party. This might explain why the Centre party part in the discourses was interrupted in 2014 
and why the social democrats and the Green party maintained their participation. 

Social considerations, on the other hand, showed a reversed trend as they were more emphasised by the 
latter half of the studied interval. The factors defined as social are participation, self-determination and 
indigenous rights. They were mainly brought up by rural and Sámi organisations as well as in the liberal 
newspapers. The increase of articles by Sámi people or with a Sámi perspective certainly affected the yearly 
discourses in terms of all of these three social factors, but a significant proportion of the social perspective on
the sustainability of wind-power comes from articles originating from the liberal newspapers themselves. 
However, the Green party did mention participatory mechanisms in 2013 and an environmental organisation 
did likewise in 2016. Furthermore, some factors can be seen as containing both social and environmental 
considerations. In the discourses synergic effects between wind-power and other industrial activities 
represents such a socio-environmental factor since it seeks both to improve wind-power’s sustainability from
an environmental and social perspective. It was discussed in 2012 by the SNF and in an article in the VK 
newspaper – which to some degree covariates with the heightened interest in social and environmental 
aspects of wind-power and sustainability. The environmental aspects of wind-power was part of the 
discourses throughout the studied interval, but with a slight increase in occurrence from 2013 when relative 
cleanness became an annually reoccurring statement which indicates that environmental values. The  interest 
in clean energy production for the sake of sustainability came from an environmental organisation in 2012, 
the Centre party in 2014, the conservative NK newspaper in 2015 and 2016. It is not very surprising that an 
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environmental organisation portrays wind-power as comparatively clean, and neither that the Centre party 
uses such argumentation in the pursuit of green growth, but that the factor was raised in a conservative 
newspaper was unexpected. When the discursive context – an environmentally friendly industrial sector in 
the north – is taken into consideration the sudden endorsement of wind-power’s environmental benefits by 
the conservative newspaper makes more sense.

In terms of explaining why certain senders have a lesser or higher degree of participation in the 
discourses the empirical material does not cover, and the reasons are external to this study. Although, what 
can be noted is a postmodern turn of the discourses due to the representation of certain senders in the 
newspapers. If discourses are shaped and shapes social realities it is possible to assume that the change found
in discourses also correspond to changes in society (Winther Jørgensen et al., 2000) – perhaps in a direction 
favouring awareness of marginalisation amongst the northern non-indigenous majority and the urban 
population, but more about that in the following discussion on power.

5.3. Power and Sustainability
The perception of wind-power and sustainability expressed in public discourses was shaped by power and 
colonial relations in the sense that dominant political currents and powerful groups of society had the ability 
to define the agenda at the expanse of the northern region, rural populations, and the Sámi people. In other 
words, sustainability was for the most part constructed according to the perspective of national centres and 
the non-indigenous majority and the expanse of northern peoples (Lawrence, 2009; Öhman, 2016a, 2016b; 
Öhman and Thunqvist, 2016; Össbo, 2014). However, the perception of privileged groups was not 
uncontested in the empirical material as many articles were concerned with the unequal distribution of power
actualised in practice by wind-power developments, but the reproduction of national non-indigenous 
dominance was still influential in the discourses to the very end of the studied time-span (see Mulinari and 
Sandell, 2009:505). This tendency can be observed in the sense that the discourses on sustainability and 
wind-power were intertextually linked to the national common good, technological progress, and modernity 
– which were the foundation of argumentation in the earlier discourse on hydroelectric developments (Össbo,
2014). The difference of the contemporary discourse on renewable energy developments is that the threat of 
climate change may be used to make opposition invisible and circumvent indigenous rights by claiming that 
an energy transition is necessary, and also that wind-power and sustainability was explicitly connected to 
economic growth. The common good of the nation will require further sacrifices of the northern environment
as well as by the northern peoples, and even though these sacrifices were acknowledged in the discourses to 
some degree the main massage was that negative impacts would be amended by compensation, regional 
development and employment opportunities – i.e. very similar to the arguments and motives of the earlier 
hydro-power discourse. This repetition of intertextual linkages may indicate a status quo of power relations, 
but, on the other hand, this utilitarian rationale of the centre was in many instances challenged by groups of 
the periphery such as Sámi reindeer herders and rural people (see Winther Jørgensen et al., 2000). If the 
discursive inclusion of oppositional voices from these peripheral groups at this relatively early stage of 
northern wind-power developments are seen in contrast to how voices of the periphery was excluded from 
the hydro-power discourse until the 1960’s the difference in terms of democratic quality is marked.

The northern region was persistently constructed as a national supplier of energy and raw materials with
room for further exploitation due to the relatively low population density and the sheer amount of seemingly 
unused or underutilised land (Lawrence, 2009). This was observed at numerous occasions in the discourses, 
and it can be exemplified in the calls for improvements to the energy grid and the transportation network 
necessary to transfer energy and natural resources out of the north to benefit the nation (Össbo, 2014). This 
lot has befallen the northern region since the very beginning of Swedish colonisation and the role is now 
being reproduced in the context of supposedly sustainable wind-power developments. The industrialist role 
of the north is consolidated in national policy, in the governance of regional and local political bodies, and as
part of the northern identity. In the north the desire for development and a revitalisation of the industrial 
prosperity of the past had a pronounced influence upon the construct of sustainable wind-power in the 
discourses – both by actors with an industrialist identity and by those trying to appeal to those with one. For 
example, renewable energy from wind-power would not only benefit the nation, but also make industrial 
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production in the north more ‘climate friendly’, create northern jobs and generate green economic growth, 
etc., and, thus, lead to regional sustainable development by multiple means. These factors are of course 
important aspects of sustainability, but they do not equal sustainability on their own. In fact, taken together 
they would rather represent a renewal of colonial relations between the national centre and the northern 
periphery in an eco-colonial form, as one author put it, since they do not take social aspects into 
consideration (Lawrence, 2009; Össbo, 2014). The problem of northern wind-power is that the renewable 
energy is intended to meet energy needs in the south-central parts of the nation meanwhile potential profit 
would benefit external owners and the state through the system of national, rather than municipal or county, 
taxation on wind-power. This means that the actual regional and local benefits of hosting wind-power 
turbines are modest while the environmental and social impacts are significant. In other words, sustainability 
in the north was primarily constructed as a continuation of the region’s historical role within the nation 
regardless of whether another path towards sustainability may be desired by the northern peoples themselves 
and more appropriate for the sake of sustainability from a social, and to some extent environmental, 
perspective.

Rural populations, represented by rural development organisations, was one group that criticised further 
exploitation of the northern hinterland in its present form – by of which wind-power was seen as part of. The 
basis of their criticism is that rural populations are directly and disproportionately affected by exploitative 
activities, that they are excluded from the preceding political processes on a national and regional level, and 
that most of the economic gains and all of the produced energy derived from wind-power will benefit others. 
In other words, they are experiencing environmental injustice due to their peripheral position in relation to 
urban and administrative centres (see Dahlberg et al., 2010; Muir and Booth, 2012; Sandler and Pezzullo, 
2007; Schlosberg and Carruthers, 2010; West et al., 2006). National and regional sustainability by means of 
wind-power may seem appropriate to those residing far from the sites of production, but for those living in 
rural areas in close proximity to unwanted intrusions in the landscape the claims of sustainability appear 
hollow and biased. Furthermore, rural populations, and especially rural opposition to wind-power 
developments, were sometimes found to be subject of demeaning portrayal that reduced the grounds for 
opposition to a mere expression of reactionary ideas, and misleading assumptions that the problem for rural 
populations is that of lacking economic incentives. Surely, allowing for local ownership and compensatory 
measures would pacify some rural opposition and increase acceptance, but in terms of political inclusion in 
decision-making processes the presented economic solutions would not be very effective. In short, 
sustainability from a rural perspective implies both sufficient local gains and the ability to shape and deny 
developments if deemed necessary – otherwise wind-power wont be sustainable, but rather a climate friendly
solution driven by a utilitarian rationale in the name of the common good.

A Sámi perspective on wind-power developments was absent in a majority of articles written by authors
of a non-indigenous background which served to make the environmental injustice experienced by Sámi 
people invisible (Öhman, 2016a, 2016b; Öhman and Thunqvist, 2016; Össbo, 2014). It was in 2012 that the 
first article with an unmediated Sámi perspective took part in the discourses and thereby challenged the 
dominant perspective on what counts as sustainable in a wind-power context. Sustainability from a Sámi 
perspective is primarily about the right to practice a Sámi livelihood and preserve an indigenous culture and 
identity, but most non-indigenous actors do not acknowledge these aspects of sustainability in the studied 
discourses. Wind-power has a direct negative effect on Sámi livelihoods due to occupation of grazing areas 
and hindrance to the use of migration paths. In conjunction to other intrusions on already limited graze-land 
wind-power developments serves to increase pressure on the remaining usable areas to a point where the risk
of collapse may become intolerable (Skarin et al., 2016, 2016; Skarin and Åhman, 2014). Wind-power 
developments are obliged to seek placements where negative impacts are minimised, but these solutions tend
to be adjusted to wind-power in isolation and not the accumulation of negative impacts in total. In other 
words, sustainability from a Sámi perspective will require solutions of a more holistic nature because the 
problem is not wind-power developments alone but rather the systemic undermining of indigenous rights by 
exploitative activities for the sake of the common good (Lindahl et al., 2016) – i.e. the underlying and 
unresolved colonial relations between the Sámi people and the nation (Lawrence, 2009; Össbo, 2014). Even 
though some change in the discourses could be observed for the latter part of the studied interval the general 
trend is that non-indigenous actors do not address the challenges brought up by Sámi people, which indicates
that the perceived sustainability of wind-power as it was constructed in the discourses also served to 

48



reproduce the relations of power already in place. Össbo’s (2014) definition of the multiple marginalisation 
experienced by the Sámi people as a periphery of the periphery remains a valid description of the social 
position in the discourses represented in this study as well.

Until Sámi people are truly included in the decision-making processes in matters that affects them 
politicians and administrative staff of government offices have the responsibility of representing a Sámi 
perspective in decision-making (Sasvari and Beach, 2011). That means that political decision-makers must 
take all cumulative effects on Sámi Communities’ assigned graze-land into consideration to make informed 
decisions respecting Sámi rights and thereby ensuring that wind-power is sustainable from a social 
perspective. Unfortunately, there is no indication in the discourses that such a proactive move from 
government actors at any political or organisational level is likely. In those cases where elected politicians 
and, to some extent, representatives of political parties had a part in the discourses the position on wind-
power developments in the north was positive and not more than a mere symbolic commitment to indigenous
rights could be observed in a few instances. This pattern is even more pronounced in terms of how they 
usually refer to sustainability – namely, as green growth leading to new jobs and societal development, but 
where the Sámi people are made invisible.

6. Conclusion
Wind-power and sustainability in the north of Sweden is a complex issue due to the underlying colonial 
relations between national centres and regional periphery as well as between the Sámi and the non-
indigenous majority. The discourses reflect this complexity in the multiplicity of perspectives on 
sustainability and wind-power represented in the empirical material, but at the same time the perception of 
national non-indigenous centres – i.e. the political parties, government actors, and the wind-power industry –
remained a dominant, and to some extent hegemonic, force in the discourses throughout the studied time-
interval, 2009 – 2016. From a national non-indigenous perspective wind-power was primarily constructed as 
sustainable through the mechanisms of renewable energy and a relatively small environmental impact, as 
well as its potential of facilitating economic growth and creating employment opportunities that, in turn, 
would lead to societal development. This perception of sustainability applied to wind-power is similar to the 
utilitarian notion of a national common good that dominated earlier discourses on hydro-power 
developments and served to make the experience and opposition of peripheral groups invisible. The effect of 
the dominant view of sustainability and wind-power today is likewise similar in kind, but less pronounced in 
the contemporary discourses in comparison to the discourses of the mid 20th century. For example, rural 
populations and Sámi people still have a marginal discursive role in terms of influence, but they are included 
in the discourses at this relatively early stage of wind-power developments in the north.

Preventing and minimising environmental impacts from wind-power turbines was prioritised by senders
representing urban non-indigenous environmentalists – such as the environmental organisations SNF and 
Greenpeace, and to some extent the Green party. Social considerations were less commonly raised by these 
environmentalist senders. Furthermore, articles by environmentalist senders tended to favour decentralised 
ownership forms as a means to economic redistribution of profit and local acceptability, and thereby mainly 
appealing to those with environmentalist identity, but not necessarily those directly affected by wind-power 
developments in the northern hinterland. The negative social impacts are experienced by Sámi reindeer 
herders and rural populations and therefore social considerations were more often found in articles by rural 
or Sámi senders – with a notable addition of articles from, and published in, the liberal newspapers. For those
disproportionately affected by wind-power and excluded from preceding political decision-making the 
importance of allowing for participation and self-determination in conjunction to just economic 
compensation are central, and from a Sámi perspective sustainability can only be achieved if indigenous 
rights are respected.

Over the course of the studied time-span the discourses on wind-power and sustainability changed from 
being predominantly interwoven with economic expectations towards having more emphasis on social and 
environmental considerations. The change occurred gradually from 2012 until 2015, and it did covariate with
the social positions and political ideologies of the actors taking part in the discourses to a large extent. The 
political parties, the wind-power industry and rural organisations left the discourses after 2014 meanwhile 
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environmental organisations maintained regular participation, and Sámi organisations had an increased 
representation from 2012 and onwards. It is possible to assume that this trend corresponds to a slow societal 
change in a postmodern direction, but it remains uncertain how far reaching and stable the change is since 
most non-indigenous actors are not making intertextual linkages between sustainability and indigenous 
rights. 

As a concluding remark on the findings of this thesis: sustainable development in the north of Sweden 
should involve finding a much needed balance between exploitative economic land-use, environmental 
concern, and cultural values of the landscape that is acceptable to the northern peoples – primarily, the Sámi 
people and rural populations. Throughout history it has been the interests of the nation dictating the direction
of northern development. Today when wind-power is built in the name of sustainability it is clear that 
practice and discourses follow a similar pattern shaped by underlying colonial relations, and, consequently, 
that the current dominant perception of sustainability is formulated on the terms of a non-indigenous 
majority in national political and economic centres. Therefore, the indication of a postmodern change in the 
studied discourses is a source of hope because only by integrating the experiences of the periphery into the 
general understanding of the problem can ensure socially just solutions.
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Appendix 1. List of newspaper articles

55

Date Newspaper Title
2009-01-22 NK Dags för landsbygden - otålighet och kritik växer
2009-02-09 VK Kärnkraften behövs inte i Sverige!
2009-02-10 VK Ny energipolitik byggd på förnybart
2009-02-11 NK Kärnkraft ingen räddning
2009-03-17 VK Kolskatt kan drabba vindkraftsägare i Västerbotten
2009-04-07 NK Riktlinjer tas fram för vindkraft och rennäring
2009-04-11 NK Satsa på miljödriven tillväxt

2009-04-24 VK
2009-06-11 VK Ny skatt stoppar utbyggnaden
2010-02-15 VK Centerpartiet är alliansens gröna röst
2010-03-20 NSD Bakåtsträvarna
2010-03-29 NK Tomma ord eller resultat ..?
2010-07-13 NSD Hårda vindar lönar sig
2010-08-18 NSD "Politikerna är för passiva"
2010-12-02 VK S politiker påfallande okunniga om energin
2010-12-09 NK Klockan klämtar för klimatet
2010-12-14 NSD Låt oss arbeta för ett fossilfritt samhälle
2010-12-18 VK Västerbotten, energin och de svåra valen
2011-03-18 VK Den fruktansvärda Japankatastrofen
2011-05-04 NK Sluta klaga - köp ditt eget kraftverk
2011-05-06a VK Sluta klaga köp ett eget kraftverk
2011-05-06b NSD Köp ditt eget vindkraftverk
2011-05-24 NSD Blåsigast i Boden - bästa platserna för vindkraft
2011-06-24 NK Vad är det som händer med landsbygden?
2011-08-09 VK Kulturreservat kompensation för vindkraftens intrå
2011-08-31 VK Växande vindkraften har klimatbetydelse
2011-10-14 VK Vindkraften viktig för Holmöarnas utveckling
2011-12-02 Norran En pånyttfödd miljödebatt
2011-12-21 NK Mer vindkraft en förnuftig strategi
2012-01-31 NSD Gärna vindkraft - men...
2012-02-02 NK Sjöstedt vill satsa på länet
2012-02-15 NSD Stor oro i samebyar
2012-02-28 Norran Bryt beroendet av fossilt bränsle
2012-02-29 VK Satsning på förnybar energi
2012-03-19 NK Undvik vindkraftverk där det finns gammelskog
2012-05-11 VK Naturarrende får inlandet blomstra
2013-04-06 NK Framgång för företagsamhet, jobb och miljö
2013-06-19 NSD Vindkraft åt folket
2013-06-20 NK Ökat deltagande i vindkraftsutbyggnaden
2013-08-14 Norran Alliansen tar klimatansvar
2013-08-30 NSD Kraften i det förnybara
2013-09-14 VK Efter gruvboomen väntar Skansen på samerna

En långsiktig och hållbar investering både ekonomiskt och 
klimatmässigt
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Date Newspaper Title
2014-01-30 Norran Bybor fick svar om vindkraft
2014-02-07 Norran Fortsätter satsa på förnybar kraft
2014-02-22 Norran Hotad framtidsutsikt
2014-03-22 VK Vindeln vill satsa på vind-el
2014-05-07 NK Ska ersättas för exploatering
2014-05-21 Norran Svar direkt
2014-07-03 VK Lokalsamhällen spelas ut till vattenkraftsutövarens fördel
2014-08-22 NK C ger mer förnybar energi
2014-09-23 VK Jättesatsning i Juktan
2015-02-07 NK Energirevolutionen till Sverige
2015-04-10 NK Industrier och god miljö går att kombinera
2015-04-22 VK Vindkraft en trend
2015-05-12 Norran Oanade konsekvenser
2015-05-25 NK Nu kan det bli vindkraft i Boden
2015-08-27 NK Möjligheterna med omställningen!
2015-10-20 VK Avgörande för vindkraftspark
2016-01-16 VK Samebyar vill stoppa vindkraft
2016-03-26 VK Vindkraft – en vattendelare
2016-04-25 VK Vindsnurror ger definitivt inga hållbara jobb
2016-11-28 NK Forskare vill se miljönytta väga tyngre
2016-12-10 Norran Näringsminister deltog i kick off i Skellefteå
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