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1 Boma recording sheet 

The following two pages show the pro forma recording sheet used to record muruaini and their 

features, visited during fieldwork in September to November 2014.  
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2 Pottery recording 

2.1 Pottery variables and category definitions 

The following tables in this section provide further detail and definitions to Table 2.1 in the main text, 

which describes and defines the variables recorded for each sherd. The tables list the different 

categories for each variable and provide further descriptions, if necessary. The variables were 

designed to record the shape and size of the sherd, the shape and size of the vessel it came from, the 

production method, taphonomic processes, and any other distinctive features. 

 

Table A2.1: Vessel formation technique categories and descriptions 

Formation technique 

Categories Definition 

Coiled 

Clay is pre-formed into coils or ropes and these are used to build vessel walls and increase its height 

(Rice 2005, 127) 

Drawn 

Clay is squeezed and pinched between hands/fingers while pulling it upwards , raising and thinning the 

walls of the vessel (Rice 2005, 125) 

Drawn and coiled A mix of both drawing and coiling techniques is used 

Wheel- thrown 

Clay is formed into a vessel using a potter's wheel and wheel made pottery can be detected through 

"rilling", grooves and ridges that spiral around the walls (Rice 2005, 129) 

Mould-made Clay is pressed firmly into or over a prepared mould (Rice 2005, 125) 

Unknown Formation technique could not be established 

 

Table A2.2: Rim form categories and descriptions  

Rim form 

Categories Definition 

Everted The direction of the rim runs away from the opening of the mouth 

Inverted The direction of the rim runs towards the opening of the mouth 

Straight Rim is vertical 

 

Table A2.3: Various lip shape categories 

Lip shapes 

Bevelled Folded 

Concave Pointed 

Flared Rounded 

Flattened Spurred 

Fluted   

 

Table A2.4: Lip formation categories 

Lip formation 

Neutral 

Thickened 

Thinned 
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Table A2.5: Vessel mouth categories and descriptions 

Vessel mouth 

Categories Definition 

Closed The opening of the vessel is smaller than the maximum diameter of the vessel 

Open The opening of the vessel is equal to or greater than the maximum diameter of the vessel 

 

Table A2.6: Vessel element categories and abbreviations 

Vessel elements 

Ba Base 

Bo Body 

F Foot 

Ha Handle 

N Neck 

R Rim 

Sh Shoulder 

 

Table A2.7: Motif production techniques and their descriptions 

Motif technique 

Technique Definition 

Appliqué Additional clay is applied to the vessel 

Bevelled Bevelling of the vessel 

Dentate stamp A dentate tool, like a comb, is used to impress a motif onto the vessel 

Fluted 

Motifs which "comprise a series of broad parallel corrugations […], which have a wave-shaped cross-

section" (Darvill 2008, 161)  

Glazed The vessel is glazed 

Graphited The vessel is graphited 

Grooved 

Grooves are created through the use of fingers or combs dragged along the vessel; thicker and of a more 

regular, standardised shape than incisions 

Incised 

Incisions are created through the use of a thin tool, like a twig or knife; are thinner and of less standardised 

shape than grooves 

Painted The vessel is painted 

Perforated Perforation of the vessel 

Pinched Fingers and nails were used to shape by pushing the clay in a specific direction 

Punctated 

Motifs are impressed into the clay similar to dentate stamping, but in contrast only a single impression is 

made at a time 

Relief 

Motifs created through projection of clay, creating differences in elevation and depression but where clay 

has not been applied in addition 

Rouletted 

A tool, like a roller or a braided rope, is rolled over the surface of the clay to create the decoration (Darvill 

2008, 393)  

 

Table A2.8: Execution in production of decorative motifs 

Motif execution 

Fine careless 

Fine neat 

Rough 

Thick careless 

Thick neat 

 

  



6 

 

Table A2.9: Surface finish categories and descriptions 

Surface finish 

Categories Description 

Burnished 

The surface has been treated with a hard, smooth tool, e.g., a pebble, by rubbing it against the unfired 

clay aligning and compressing the clay platelets, giving it a compacted, smooth surface with a leather-

like feeling (Rice 2005, 473) 

None No finish applied to the clay, surface is rough and uneven 

Smoothed Surface is even and feels anywhere from smooth to fine sandpaper 

Striations coarse A tool is used for the surface finish leaving coarse lines on the surface 

Striations fine Fine striations are visible on the surface  

Unclear Unclear how the surface was treated 

 

Table A2.10: Discolouration categories 

Discolouration type 

Burnt 

Fire clouding 

Original surface 

Taphonomic 

 

Table A2.11: Sherd condition categories and description 

Sherd condition 

Categories Description 

Fresh Newly or almost newly broken sherd 

Slight abrasion Slight weathering aparent 

Medium abrasion Some edges are beginning to become rounded, brakes are slightly eroded 

Heavy abrasion Edges and brakes are completely rounded and not well aparent, surfaces can be eroded away 

 

2.2 Pottery decoration 

2.2.1 Decoration types 

The following table describes and portrays all the decoration types encountered during survey and at 

sites reported in this thesis. As stated in the thesis, each decoration type is made up of a single or 

multiple decorative motifs. Each type was roughly sketched, given a unique identifier number based 

on the combination of motifs, and described. 

 

Table A2.12: The various decoration types present in Baringo identified during finds recording 

Decoration sketch Dec. 

type 

Motif 

combination 

Description 

 
1  Undecorated 

 

2 Gr1 Miniscule shallow grooves with oblique striations inside 

 

3 Gr2 A single thick horizontal groove 
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4 Ap1 Additionally applied clay creating a ridge that has notching 

 

5 Pu1, Pu2 A line of punctated triangles above a line of punctated 

squares 

 

6 In1 Single incised horizontal line 

 

7 In2 A vertical incised line with obliquely incised lines going 

down and across from it on either side 

 

8 In1, In2 Like type 7 but with an incised horizontal line above motif 

In2 

 

9 In3 Multiple incised horizontal and parallel lines 

 

10 In4 Panels of multiple horizontal and multiple vertical incisions 

 

11 In5 A band of “boomerang” incisions pointing left between two 

horizontal incisions 

 

12 In6 Random incising; consists of multiple short horizontal 

incisions and some horizontal incisions have oblique 

incisions leading from them 

 

13 Gr3 Multiple horizontal grooves 

 

14 Gr3, In3 Multiple horizontal incisions above multiple horizontal 

grooves 
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15 Pu3 A line of round neat punctates 

 

16 In7 Incised, continuous diamond pattern 

 

17 Gr4 Multiple horizontal neat and closely spaced grooves 

 

18 Gr5, In8 A single thin horizontal groove above sets of obliquely 

incised lines 

 

19 In9 Rough incised lines creating a grid-pattern  

 

20 Gr5 A single neat/fine horizontal groove 

 

21 In10 Incisions on the lip perpendicular to the rim of the vessel 

 

22 Gr6 Multiple thick grooved horizontal grooves 

 

23 In1, In10 Incisions on the lip perpendicular to the rim and single 

incision below the rim 

 

24 Pe1 A single perforation 

 

25 St1 Single small stab 

 

26 In11 Two sets of incisions on the lip; the first set are thin 

incisions perpendicular to the rim, the second set are thick 

incisions running at 45-90 to the thin incisions 

 

27 St2 Single large stab, >6 mm in size 
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28 In5, Gr7 A band of “boomerang” incisions pointing left between two 

horizontal incisions above multiple thin and oblique grooves 

 

29 In5, In12 A band of “boomerang” incisions pointing left between two 

horizontal incisions located above multiple oblique 

incisions 

 

30 In7, Gr3 Incised continuous diamond pattern above multiple 

horizontal grooves 

 

31 In1, In4 A single incised horizontal line above panels of multiple 

horizontal and multiple vertical incisions 

 

32 Ro1 Fine knotted-strip rouletting ≤3 mm in width 

 

33 Ro2 Twisted-cord rouletting of c. 4 mm in width creating 

sub-rectangular impressions 

 

34 Ro3 Interchanging panels of horizontal and vertical fine thin 

twisted-cord rouletting <3 mm in width creating 

sub-rectangular impressions 

 

35 Pi1, In3 A line of semi-circular clay removals, created by pushing 

clay with a fingernail and almost excising the clay; line 

located between multiple horizontal incised lines 

 

36 In3, In12 A band of short oblique incisions between multiple 

horizontal incisions 

 

37 Re1 Waving of the external surface of the vessel creating a relief 

of “troughs” and “banks” 

 

38 Pu5 Single large square punctate 

 

39 Gl1 Brown salt glaze with dark brown spots 
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40 Ro4 Multiple, horizontal line-impressions of a twisted string 

 

41 Pu6 Multiple lines of crescent/arc-shaped punctates in bands that 

are perpendicular to each other 

 

42 Pu7 Multiple lines of Crescent/arc-shaped punctates 

 

43 Pu3, Ro1 A single line of round punctates above fine knotted-strip 

rouletting ≤3 mm in width 

 

44 Ro5 Continuous knotted-strip-rouletting c. 4mm thick using 

braided rope 

 

45 Ro5, In3, 

In13 

Continuous knotted-strip-rouletting c. 4mm using braided 

string with continuous crescent incisions and multiple lines 

of horizontal incisions above and below the rouletting 

 

46 Ro5, Gr8 Thick triangular vertical grooves above continuous knotted-

strip-rouletting c. 4mm thick 

 

47 Gl2 Brown glaze 

 

48 Ro5, In1, 

In14 

Continuous incised stacked crescents above an incised 

horizontal line. Below these is continuous knotted-strip-

rouletting c. 4mm thick 

 

49 In12 Multiple oblique incised lines 

 

50 DS2 Multiple lines of small round circular impressions created 

through dentate stamping 

 

51 Gr9 Horizontal thin neat grooves with short vertical grooves 

between the horizontal grooves, creating little raised square 

 

52 DS3, DS4 Single line of small round dentate stamps above multiple 

lines of small rectangular dentate stamps 
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53 DS3 Multiple lines of small rectangular dentate stamps 

 

54 Gr5, Gr7 A horizontal groove above multiple oblique grooves 

 

55 Gr5, Gr10 Single neat horizontal groove above multiple short vertical 

grooves 

 

56 Gr3, Gr7 Multiple neat horizontal grooves above multiple oblique 

grooves 

 

57 Gr5, Gr11 Interchanging triangular panels of multiple oblique neat 

grooves, with the panels bordering each other. The panels 

are below a single horizontal groove 

 

 

58 In15, Pu3 Oblique incisions on the lip and a single line of round 

punctates below the rim 

 

59 Pu3, Gr3 Single vertical line of round punctates with multiple 

horizontal grooves 

 

60 Pu8, Gr7 Multiple oblique grooves above multiple lines of ellipsoid 

punctates 

 

61 Ap2 Single line of appliqué with vertical incisions 

 

62 In16, Ap3 A notched rim with a single horizontal line of appliqué 

 

63 Ap4 Short vertical appliqué with notches at the same height as 

multiple horizontal appliqués with notches 

 

64 Ap3 Single horizontal appliqué 

 

65 In16, Ap5 A notched rim with multiple short vertical appliqués 
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66 Ap1, Ap6, 

Ap7 

Appliqué knob, vertical line of multiple appliqué “beads” 

and a horizontal appliqué line with notching; all at the same 

height 

 

67 Ap8 Multiple short and thick vertical appliqués in a vertical line 

 

68 Ap5 Multiple short thick vertical appliqués at the same height 

 

69 Ap6, Ap9 A short vertical appliqué line with notching alongside an 

appliqué knob 

 

70 DS5, DS6, 

DS7 

Single horizontal line of tiny crescent-shaped dentate 

stamps, above multiple lines of semi-circular dentate 

stamps. Below these motifs are multiple horizontal lines of 

tiny crescent-shaped dentate stamps 

 

71 DS7 Multiple lines of semi-circular dentate stamps 

 

72 In17 Multiple lines of multiple short oblique incisions 

 

73 DS8 Single line of semi-circular dentate stamps 

 

74 DS6 Multiple horizontal lines of tiny crescent-shaped dentate 

stamps 

 

75 In18 A vertical incised line with multiple horizontal incisions 

running from it 

 

76 In10, Gr3 Incisions on lip perpendicular to the rim with fine horizontal 

thin neat grooves below 

 

77 DS9 Dentate stamps in horizontal and oblique lines creating 

rhombus-shaped grid pattern 

 

78 Re2 Carination 
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79 Re3 A horizontal bump running along the body; not created by 

applying extra clay 

 

80 In19 Multiple bands of incisions, with each band having multiple 

short oblique incisions between two horizontal incisions. 

The short diagonal incisions alternate directions between 

each band and there is space between each band 

 

81 DS10, In3, 

In20 

Multiple lines of small (<2 mm) semi-circular dentate 

stamps spaced closely together. The dentate stamps are 

located inside incised horizontal lines. In addition, widely 

spaced (>15 mm) oblique incisions divide the decoration 

into panels 

 

82 In21, In22, 

In23 

Small, short oblique incisions alternating in direction above 

a thick band of cross-hatching. The cross-hatching is 

situated between two bands consisting of multiple short 

oblique incisions limited by two horizontal incisions above 

and a horizontal incision below 

 

83 St2, In1, In10 Incisions on the lip perpendicular to the rim with a single 

horizontal incision on one side of the vessel and a large 

(>6 mm) stab on the other. 

 

84 Pi2 Multiple lines of semi-circular clay removals, created by 

pushing clay with a fingernail and almost excising the clay 

(the clay accumulates at end of the semi-circular removal) 

 

85 Ro6 Multiple thick (c. 6 mm) horizontal twisted-string 

impressions creating sub-angular squares with space 

between impressions 

 

86 In24 Medium-spaced cross-hatching; each incision done 

individually 

 

87 Re4 A “step” on the external surface 

 

88 Fl1 Single thick (c.10 mm) horizontal fluting 
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2.2.2 Decorative motifs 

A decorative motif is a decorative unit, such as a panel, a line, a drawing or an addition to the vessel 

that also or mainly has an aesthetic appeal. The motif can be repeated multiple times and a 

combination of decorative motifs make up a decoration type. Decorative motifs were divided into 

groups based on the technique used to produce the motif. Each motif was given a unique identifier 

code consisting of a number and the first two letters of the production technique, the motif was 

sketched and described.  

 

Table A2.13: Appliqué motifs 

Motif sketch 
Motif 

code 
Description 

 
Ap1 Single line of horizontal appliqué with notching 

 
Ap2 Single line of horizontal appliqué with vertical incisions 

 

Ap3 Single line of horizontal appliqué 

 

Ap4 
Short vertical appliqué with notches at the same height as multiple 

horizontal appliqués with notches 

 

Ap5 Multiple short vertical appliqués 

 

Ap6 An appliqué knob 

 

Ap7 A vertical line of multiple appliqué “beads” 

 

Ap8 Multiple short and thick vertical appliqués in a vertical line 

 

Ap9 A short vertical appliqué line with notching 
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Table A2.14: Dentate stamp motifs 

Motif sketch 
Motif 

code 
Description 

 
DS1 A single horizontal line of rectangle dentate stamps 

 

DS2 
Multiple lines of small round circular impressions created through 

dentate stamping 

 

DS3 Multiple lines of small rectangular dentate stamps 

 
DS4 A single line of round small dentate stamps 

 

DS5 A single horizontal line of tiny crescent-shaped dentate stamps 

 

DS6 Multiple horizontal lines of crescent-shaped dentate stamps 

 

DS7 Multiple lines of semi-circular dentate stamps 

 
DS8 A single line of semi-circular dentate stamps 

 

DS9 
Dentate stamps in horizontal and oblique lines creating 

rhombus-shaped grid pattern 

 

DS10 
Multiple lines of small (<2 mm) semi-circular dentate stamps spaced 

closely together 

 

Table A2.15: Fluted motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 
Fl1 Single thick (c.10 mm) horizontal fluting 
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Table A2.16: Glazed motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 Gl1 Brown salt-glaze with dark brown spots 

 Gl2 Brown glaze 

 

Table A2.17: Grooved motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 

Gr1 Miniscule shallow grooves with oblique striations inside 

 
Gr2 A single thick horizontal groove 

 

Gr3 Multiple horizontal grooves 

 

Gr4 Multiple horizontal neat and closely spaced grooves 

 
Gr5 A single neat/fine horizontal groove 

 

Gr6 Multiple thick horizontal grooves 

 

Gr7 Multiple thin and oblique grooves 

 

Gr8 
Multiple thick triangular vertical groves; likely created by dragging 

a comb 

 

Gr9 
Horizontal thin neat grooves with short vertical grooves between the 

horizontal grooves, creating little raised square 

 

Gr10 Multiple short vertical grooves 

 

Gr11 
Interchanging triangular panels of multiple oblique neat grooves, 

with the panels bordering each other. 
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Table A2.18: Incised motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 In1 A single incised horizontal line 

 

In2 
A vertical incised line with obliquely incised lines going down and 

across from it on either side 

 

In3 Multiple incised horizontal, parallel lines 

 

In4 Panels of multiple horizontal and multiple vertical incisions 

 
In5 

A band of “boomerang” incisions pointing left between two 

horizontal incisions 

 

In6 
Random incising; consists of multiple short horizontal incisions and 

some horizontal incisions have oblique incisions leading from them 

 
In7 Incised, continuous diamond pattern 

 

In8 Sets of obliquely incised lines 

 

In9 Rough incised lines creating a grid pattern 

 

In10 Incisions on the lip perpendicular to the rim of the vessel 

 
In11 

Two sets of incisions on the lip; the first set are thin incisions 

perpendicular to the rim, the second set are thick incisions running 

at 45-90 to the thin incisions 

 

In12 Multiple oblique incisions 
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 In13 continuous horizontal crescent-shaped incisions 

 
In14 Continuous incised stacked horizontal crescents  

 

In15 Oblique incisions on the lip 

 

In16 Notches on the lip perpendicular on the rim 

 

In17 Multiple bands of short oblique incisions together creating a line 

 

In18 
A vertical incised line with multiple horizontal incisions running 

from it 

 

In19 

Multiple bands of incisions, with each band having multiple short 

oblique incisions between two horizontal incisions. The short 

diagonal incisions alternate directions between each band and there 

is space between each band 

 

In20 widely spaced (>15 mm) oblique incisions 

 
In21 Small, short oblique incisions alternating in direction 

 

In22 Closely spaced cross-hatching 

 

In23 
Bands consisting of multiple short oblique incisions limited by two 

horizontal incisions above and a horizontal incision below 

 

In24 
Medium-spaced cross-hatching (c. 3mm long squares); each 

incision done individually 
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Table A2.19: Perforated motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 

Pe1 A single perforation 

 

Table A2.20: Pinched motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 
Pi1 

A line of small semi-circular clay removals, created by pushing clay 

with a fingernail and almost excising the clay 

 

Pi2 

Multiple lines of semi-circular clay removals, created by pushing 

clay with a fingernail and almost excising the clay (the clay 

accumulates at end of the semi-circular removal) 

 

Table A2.21: Punctated motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 
Pu1 A single line of triangular punctates 

 
Pu2 A single line of square punctates 

 
Pu3 A single line of round punctates 

 
Pu4 A semi-circular punctate 

 
Pu5 A single large square punctate 

 

Pu6 
Multiple lines of crescent/arc-shaped punctates in bands that are 

perpendicular to each other 

 

Pu7 Multiple lines of Crescent/arc-shaped punctates 

 
Pu8 Multiple lines of ellipsoid punctates, which are stabbed sideways 
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Table A2.22: Relief motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 

Re1 
Waving of the external surface of the vessel creating a relief of 

“troughs” and “banks” 

 

Re2 Carination 

 

Re3 
A horizontal bump running along the body; not created by applying 

extra clay 

 

Re4 A “step” on the external surface 
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Table A2.23: Rouletted motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 

Ro1 Fine knotted-strip rouletting ≤3 mm in width 

 

Ro2 
Twisted-cord rouletting of c. 4 mm in width creating 

sub-rectangular impressions 

 

Ro3 

Interchanging panels of horizontal and vertical fine thin 

twisted-cord rouletting <3 mm in width creating 

sub-rectangular impressions 

 

Ro4 Multiple, horizontal line-impressions of a twisted string 

 

Ro5 
Continuous knotted-strip-rouletting c. 4mm thick using braided 

rope 

 

Ro6 
Multiple thick (c. 6 mm) horizontal twisted-string impressions 

creating sub-angular squares with space between impressions 

 

Table A2.24: Stabbed motifs 

Motif sketch Motif code Description 

 St1 Single small stab 

 St2 Single large stab, >6 mm in size 
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3 Pottery fabrics 

3.1 Fabric recording: variables and category definitions 

The following tables in this section provide further detail and definitions to Table 2.3 in the main text, 

which describes and defines the variables recorded for each fabric. The tables list the different 

categories for each variable and provide further descriptions, if necessary. 

 

Table A3.1: Fabric hardness categories and descriptions 

Fabric hardness 

Category Description 

Soft Can be scratched with fingernail 

Hard Can be scratched with penknife 

Very hard Cannot be scratched with penknife 

 

Table A3.2: Fabric feel categories and descriptions 

Fabric feel 

Categories Description 

Granular 

Granular has a much more gravelly feeling and may be particularly relevant to some food vessel and urn 

pottery. 

Sandy A common type and it has a very distinctive sand-papery nature 

Very sandy A common type and it has a very distinctive sand-papery nature 

Smooth 

Smooth is a common fineware texture, where the amount or size range of sand inclusions is small - such as 

micaceous wares 

Soapy Soapy is typical of the textural feel of limestone, shell-gritted or grog-tempered wares 

 

Table A3.3: Fabric fracture categories and descriptions 

Fabric fracture 

Categories Description 

Conchoidal Smooth shell-shaped concave and convex surfaces 

Irregular Large widely spaced irregularities 

Finely irregular Small closely spaced irregularities 

Hackly Uneven rough break 

Laminated Split into thin sheets 

Smooth Flat or slightly curved, no visible irregularities or non porous appearance 

 

Table A3.4: Various inclusions commonly found in the clay matrix 

Inclusion types 

Black iron ore Limestone Shell 

Calcined bone Oolite Voids-elongated 

Calcite Oolite or Limestone Voids-irregular 

Clay pellets Quartz Voids-oval or sphere 

Grass/straw Quartz/quartzite Voids-plate like 

Grog Quartzite White mica 

Grog or Clay pellets Red iron ore White soft, irregular 
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Table A3.5: Inclusion frequency categories and descriptions 

Inclusion frequency 

Category Description 

Rare <3% 

Sparse 3-9% 

Moderate 10-19% 

Common 20-29% 

Very common 30-39% 

Abundant >40% 

 

Table A3.6: Inclusion sorting categories and descriptions 

Inclusion sorting 

Categories Description 

Poorly-sorted Inclusions of widely varying size 

Moderately-sorted Inclusions with some variation in size 

Well-sorted Inclusions mostly uniform in size 

Very well-sorted Inclusions of completely uniform size 

 

Table A3.7: Inclusion size categories and descriptions 

Inclusion size 

Categories Description 

Very coarse 3.0mm+ 

Coarse 1.0-3.0mm 

Medium coarse 0.5-1 mm 

Medium 0.25-0.5 mm 

Fine 0.1-0.25 mm 

Very fine < 0.1 mm 

 

Table A3.8: Inclusion rounding categories and description 

Inclusion rounding 

Categories Description 

Very Angular No Description provided 

Angular 

Strongly developed faces with sharp corners. Sharply defined, large reentrants with numerous small 

reentrats 

Sub-Angular 

Strongly developed flat faces with incipient rounding of corners. Small reentrats subdued and large 

reentrants preserved 

Sub-rounded 

Poorly developed flat faces with corners well rounded. Few small and gently rounded reentrants and large 

reentrats weakly defined 

Rounded Flat faces nearly absent with corners all gently rounded. Small reentrants absend and large only suggested 

Well Rounded No flat faces, corners, or reentrants discernible, and a uniform convex grain outline 

 

 



 

 

3.2 Fabric descriptions 

The following table describes in detail the various pottery fabrics identified during pottery recording. Thirty-six fabrics were identified and these were 

differentiated based on the variables specified in Table 2.3 in the main text. 

 

 

Table A3.9: Fabrics identified in Baringo during pottery recording 

Fabric code Hardness Feel Fracture Fabric inclusions Frequency Sorting Size Rounding Comments 

BC1 Hard Sandy Irregular Calcined bone Rare Well-sorted Coarse Angular 

  

        Calcite Sparse Well-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

        Quartz/quartzite Moderate Moderately-sorted Coarse Angular 

BQ1       Calcined bone Rare Moderately-sorted Medium Angular 

Similar to BC1, but no calcite visible         Quartz/quartzite Common Well-sorted Medium Angular 

Ca1   Granular   Calcite Sparse Well-sorted Coarse Sub-rounded Not sure if calcite, but definitely some 

type of white mineral         Quartz/quartzite Moderate Poorly-sorted Coarse Angular 

Ca2   Sandy Finely irregular Voids-elongated Sparse Moderately-sorted Medium Sub-rounded 

  

        Quartz/quartzite Common Well-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

        Calcite Sparse Well-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

Ca3   Granular Hackly Quartz/quartzite Common Moderately-sorted Coarse Angular 

          Calcite Rare Well-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

CV1   Very sandy Irregular Voids-elongated Rare Well-sorted Coarse Sub-rounded 

  

        Quartz/quartzite Common Well-sorted Medium Angular 

        Calcite Sparse Well-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

CV2     Hackly Calcite Sparse Well-sorted Medium coarse Angular 

Similar to Ca2, but important difference 

is that the voids are spheres. 

        Voids-oval or sphere Sparse Very well-sorted Medium Rounded 

        Quartz/quartzite Moderate Well-sorted Medium coarse Sub-Angular 

QB1   Granular Irregular Quartz/quartzite Very common Poorly-sorted Coarse Very Angular 

          Black iron ore Moderate Moderately-sorted Very coarse Sub-Angular 

QB2 Soft Soapy Smooth Quartz/quartzite Very common Well-sorted Fine Sub-Angular 

          Black iron ore Sparse Well-sorted Coarse Sub-rounded 

QM1 Hard Granular Hackly White mica Sparse Moderately-sorted Coarse Angular 

  

        Quartz/quartzite Common Moderately-sorted Coarse Angular 

        Calcite Sparse Well-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

QM2     Irregular White mica Sparse Well-sorted Medium Angular 

          Quartz/quartzite Common Poorly-sorted Coarse Angular 

QM3   Sandy   Quartz/quartzite Very common Moderately-sorted Coarse Angular 

          White mica Rare Very well-sorted Fine Sub-Angular 



 

QM4       Quartz/quartzite Moderate Well-sorted Medium Angular 

          White mica Sparse Very well-sorted Fine Sub-Angular 

QM5   Granular   White mica Moderate Well-sorted Fine Sub-Angular 

          Quartz/quartzite Very common Poorly-sorted Coarse Angular 

QS1   Sandy   Quartz Common Moderately-sorted Medium Angular   

QS2   Granular Hackly Quartz/quartzite Common Poorly-sorted Coarse Angular   

QS3 Soft Sandy Finely irregular Quartz/quartzite Sparse Well-sorted Medium   

Similar to QS1 just the inclusions are a 

lot finer and sparse. The fresh fracture on 

the type sherd is also very different. 

QS4 Hard Granular Irregular Quartz/quartzite Very common Well-sorted Medium Angular   

QS5     Hackly Quartz/quartzite Very common Poorly-sorted Coarse Very Angular 

Similar to QS2, but more quartz/quartzite 

and larger inclusions, even worse sorted 

than QS2 

QS6       Quartz/quartzite Moderate Poorly-sorted Coarse Angular 

Like QS2 but less quartz/quartzite 

inclusions 

QS7   Sandy Finely irregular Quartz/quartzite Common Well-sorted Fine Angular 

Quartz/quartzite as common as QS1 but 

much finer and better sorted, slightly 

finer than QS4 and less common, and 

very similar to QS3 

QS8 Soft Granular   Quartz/quartzite Abundant Moderately-sorted Medium coarse Angular 

Similar to QS4, just the quartz/quartzite 

inclusions are rougher, and the inclusion 

frequency is c. 40% 

QS9     Irregular Quartz/quartzite Very common Well-sorted Coarse Sub-Angular Rougher than QS2 and more inclusions 

QV1 Hard   Hackly Quartz/quartzite Common Well-sorted Medium Angular 

  

        Voids-elongated Rare Moderately-sorted Very coarse   

        Voids-oval or sphere Rare Moderately-sorted Very coarse Rounded 

QV2   Granular Hackly Voids-oval or sphere Sparse Well-sorted Medium Rounded 

          Quartz/quartzite Common Well-sorted Medium Angular 

QV3       Voids-irregular Common Poorly-sorted Very coarse Rounded 

          Quartz/quartzite Moderate Moderately-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

QV4   Sandy   Quartz/quartzite Moderate Well-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

Very similar to QV1 but considerably 

less quartz/quartzite 

        Voids-oval or sphere Rare Moderately-sorted Coarse Sub-rounded 

        Voids-elongated Rare Moderately-sorted Coarse Sub-rounded 

QV5     Irregular Voids-elongated Common Very well-sorted Medium Sub-rounded Has plenty of small, elongated voids 

throughout the fabric.         Quartz/quartzite Moderate Well-sorted Medium Angular 

QV6   Granular   Quartz/quartzite Very common Well-sorted Coarse   

          Voids-oval or sphere Sparse Well-sorted Medium   

QV7     Hackly Voids-elongated Very common Moderately-sorted Coarse Sub-rounded Similar to QV5, but a lot more voids of 

all kinds, with fine and well-sorted 

quartz/quartzite 

        Quartz/quartzite Common Very well-sorted Medium Angular 

        Voids-oval or sphere Moderate Well-sorted Coarse Rounded 

QV8 Soft Sandy Finely irregular Voids-oval or sphere Sparse Well-sorted Medium coarse Rounded 

Like a mix of QV2 and QS8         Quartz/quartzite Very common Moderately-sorted Medium coarse Angular 



 

 

QV9 Hard   Irregular Quartz/quartzite Moderate Well-sorted Medium Angular The voids are a result of biological 

inclusions - impressions of plant material         Voids-elongated Moderate Moderately-sorted Coarse Sub-rounded 

QV10 Hard Sandy Finely irregular Quartz/quartzite Sparse Very well-sorted Medium Sub-Angular 

A combination of QV2 and QS3         Voids-oval or sphere Rare Well-sorted Medium Rounded 

RQ1   Granular   Quartz/quartzite Moderate Moderately-sorted Coarse Angular 

          Red iron ore Sparse Well-sorted Coarse Angular 

VM1   Sandy   White mica Sparse Well-sorted Fine Angular 

Like QV6 but with added mica 

        Voids-irregular Moderate Poorly-sorted Coarse Sub-rounded 

        Quartz/quartzite Common Moderately-sorted Medium Angular 

VM2 Hard Sandy Finely irregular Quartz Sparse Very well-sorted Fine Angular 

Similar to QS3 with the addition of mica 

and voids 

        Voids-oval or sphere Sparse Well-sorted Medium Rounded 

        White mica Sparse Very well-sorted Fine Sub-Angular 

 

3.3 Fabric photos 

The following figures are photos of type sherds for each fabric. Each type sherds has been bagged separately and marked as such on the bag and in the pottery 

recording database. 
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4 Lithics recording 

4.1 Lithic variables and category definitions 

The following tables in this section provide further detail and definitions to Table 2.4 in the main text, 

which describes and defines the variables recorded for each lithic. The tables list the different 

categories for each variable and provide further descriptions, if necessary. The variables were 

designed to record the shape and size of the lithic, the production method, provenance, and any other 

distinctive features. 

 

Table A4.1: Platform type categories and descriptions 

Platform type 

Categories Description 

Abraded Platform has been smoothed by abrasion 

Absent Platform is absent 

Cortical Platform consists of cortex 

Facetted Platform consists of facets where multiple pieces were detached 

Flat Platform has a single flat surface produced by detaching a piece 

 

Table A4.2: Platform preparation categories and descriptions 

Platform preparation 

Categories Description 

Absent No visible platform preparation 

Flaking  Platform and surrounding show signs of flake removals 

Grinding Platform and surrounding are ground 

 

Table A4.3: Fracture waves categories 

Fracture waves 

Flat 

Slight waving 

Strong waving 

 

Table A4.4: Flake termination categories and descriptions 

Flake termination 

Categories Description 

Broken Distal end of flake is broken; can be hard to distinguish between broken and step termination 

Feathered The flake termination is smooth and continues in the direction of the strike (Andrefsky 2005, 20) 

Hinge The impact force rolls away from the objective piece (Andrefsky 2005, 20) 

Plunging The impact force rolls towards the objective piece (Andrefsky 2005, 20) 

Step The impact force causes the flake to snap during removal (Andrefsky 2005, 20) 

Worked The distal end of the flake has been worked to create a working edge 
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Table A4.5: Flaking direction categories and descriptions 

Flaking direction 

Categories Description 

Unidirectional Removals visible on the dorsal surface have been removed by blows from the same direction 

Multidirectional Removals visible on the dorsal surface have been removed by blows from multiple directions 

 

Table A4.6: Retouch type categories and descriptions 

Retouch type 

Categories Description 

Absent No retouch present 

Bimarginal  Flake has working edges showing intentional retouch on both the dorsal and ventral surface 

Combined Flake has working edges with bimarginal and unimarginal retouch 

Invasive Retouch resulting from use of tool; creating irregularly sized piece removal all along the working edge 

Irregular Sporadic and non-consistent retouch with facets spread around working edges 

Natural Sparse and sporadic retouch resulting from taphonomic processes like trampling 

Unimarginal Flake has working edges with retouch either on the dorsal or the ventral side 

 

Table A4.7: Regularity of flaking categories and descriptions 

Regularity of flaking 

Categories Description 

Irregular Flaking on the dorsal surface is irregular and appears random 

Regular Flaking on the dorsal surface is regular and there is a pattern to it 

 

Table A4.8: Categories and description for the variable parallelity of ridges  

Parallelity of ridges 

Categories Description 

Divergent Ridges run in different directions and/or converge 

Parallel Ridges are parallel and do not converge 
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5 Chapter 3, additional information: Survey of the 

southern Baringo lowlands – results 

5.1 Individual AMS calibration results 

The following figures provide further detail to the radiocarbon dates to samples from the sites Oltioki 

(OLT) and Sokotei 1 (SOK1). 

 

 
Figure A5.1: Calibration of radiocarbon sample Ua-54987, taken at Oltioki 
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Figure A5.2: Calibration of radiocarbon sample Ua-55594, taken at Oltioki 

 

 
Figure A5.3: Calibration of radiocarbon sample Ua-55595, taken at Sokotei 1 
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Figure A5.4: Calibration of radiocarbon sample Ua-55596, taken at Sokotei 1 

5.2 Faunal remains 

The following tables provide in preliminary results of the analysis of faunal remains from the sites 

Oltioki and Sokotei 1. For Sokotei 1 only partial results are presented. The bones were analysed and 

recorded by Oliver Boles. 

 

Table A5.1: Preliminary results on the diagnostic faunal remains from Oltioki 

Trench Context Spit Square Weight Taxon Element Side Notes 

2 209 R 1 5,9 bos ph2   heavy concreted 

2 209 O Flotation 6,9 bos ph3   proimal end 

1 116 D 5 46,5 giant forest hog tusk   heavily concreted, burnt 

1 109   5 83,7 large bovid ph1   heavily concreted, Bos or Eland? 

2 208 L 2 10,2 OC ast r   

2 209 Q 2 18,9 OC cranium   3 large cranial fragments 

2 209 P 1 5,3 OC fem r distal  end, facet 

1 115 + 114   5 0,1 rodent hum l mouse 

2 209 P 2 0,1 rodent hum l mouse 

2 203 E 5 0,2 rodent incisor   rat 

1 115 + 114   5 0,2 rodent max l mouse 

1 115 + 114   5 0,1 rodent max r mouse 

2 208 K 2 0,3 small bovid dp3 l mandibular 

2 208 K 1 1,6 small bovid dp4 l mandibular 

2 210 S 2 3,9 small bovid hum l distal shaft, small, unfused 

2 209 N 2 2,7 small bovid ph1/2 l proximal end, fused 
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Table A5.2: Preliminary and partial results on the diagnostic bones from Sokotei 1 

Trench Context Spit Square Weight Taxon Element Side Notes 

1 111   1 14,2 bos m1/2 r   

1 112 J 1 12 bos sca l   

1 113 I 3 24,9 bos sca r   

1 114=111   1 25 OC m2-p3 l mandibular 

1 114=111   1 8,7 OC m3 l mandibular 

1 114=111   1 6,9 small bovid hum l distal end, fused 

 

 



 

 

6 Chapter 4, additional information: Ilchamus Lekeper 

6.1 Excavating Lekeper: context and shovel-test-pit descriptions 

The following tables provide a detailed description of the contexts (deposits, fills, and cuts) recorded during excavations at Ilchamus Lekeper and the 

description and location of shovel-test-pits dug. The information gained from these is the basis for the interpretation of events that took place at the site and 

which is presented in Chapter 4 of the main text.  

 

Table A6.1: Detailed descriptions of shovel-test-pits dug at Ilchamus Lekeper 

ID Latitude Longitude No. of 
contexts 

Description of contexts (top to bottom) Inclusions Final 
depth 

Finds Notes/interpretation 

STP10 0,441171 36,027741 6 1) Firm brown layer; 2) Firm ash layer; 3) Firm 
brown layer; 4) Firm brown layer with high bone 
content; 5) Compact ash layer; 6) Compact 
brownish orange layer; All layers are composed 
of silts (c. 80%) with slight clays, bone 
represented c. 10% of the excavated volume 

Occasional 
charcoal 

68 cm Pottery, 
pumice, 
bone, 
charcoal, 
lithics 

The STP was located on a slope of a decomposed dung mound. The mound was 
recently used for charcoal burning and some modern cow dung is also present. The 
STP, only 50x50 cm in size, contained over a kilogram of bone, much of which was 
identifiable. It was also rich in pottery considering its size. We did not reach the sterile 
layers. The intention was to get an insight into the contents of what was then 
interpreted as Lekeper's livestock pen. 

STP11 0,441326 36,030181 3 1) Brown silt (>80%); 2) Dense charcoal (> 10%) 
layer mixed with silt (c. 80%); 3) Light yellowish 
brown silt (>90%); All layers are firm in 
compaction 

Occasional 
roots 

39 cm Pottery, 
bone, and 
charcoal 

The STP was located outside the apparent extent of Ilchamus Lekeper, in a forested 
area, but where recent charcoal burning uncovered a number of finds. Pottery was 
also present on the surface. The intention was to see if evidence of the settlement was 
evident some few hundred metres away from the visible surface extent of the site. The 
STP, however, produced a few sherds and a few grams of bone belonging to a bovid. 

STP12 0,441258 36,028767 3 1) Firm true brown; 2) Firm-to-loose light 
brown; 3) Compact light brown; All layers are 
composed of silt (>90%) 

Moderate 
roots 

58 cm Lithics, 
pottery, bone 

The STP was located next to a modern boma. Its inhabitant pointed out that he had 
found pottery sherds when digging a floor for his house (the floors of Ilchamus houses 
are below surface level). The sherds were collected and marked accordingly. The top 
layer contained no finds, while the middle, lighter layer contained the majority of 
finds. Finds included bovid bones and small fragments of pottery. Interestingly, the 
sherds collected by the inhabitant were generally much larger, though his boma was 
some 30 m further away from the site. The bottom two layers represent the 
occupation, as lighter sediments are indicative of settlement at this site. Our intention 
was to observe the stratigraphy on the edges of the site. Based on the STP and the 



 

 

sherds collected by the inhabitant there appears to be still considerable amounts of 
archaeological material and activity at what is most likely the edge of the site. 

STP187 0,441230 36.02801 7 1) Loose reddish yellow silt topsoil; 2) Firm 
orangish red silt; 3) Firm brownish yellow silt 
that blends into; 4) Firm yellow brown silt; 5) 
Thin layer of charcoal; 6) Firm-to-compact 
orangish red layer; 7) Compact reddish brown 
silt 

Occasional 
roots, 
occasional 
sand 

52 cm Pottery,  
daub,  bone, 
charcoal, 
pumice 

The STP was located south of a recently dug rectangle, which uncovered some 
stratigraphy and large amounts of daub and a few metres away from the decomposed 
dung sediments. The STP was rich in finds and also uncovered a layer of burning. The 
intention was to establish if the location was an occupation area in contrast to the 
decomposed dung mound, as indicated by the uncovered daub, and to observe the 
stratigraphy of the location. It proved that there were structural deposits nearby that 
merited further investigation. 

STP188 0,441310 36,028010 3 1) Loose reddish yellow brown topsoil; 2) Firm 
brownish yellow layer; 3) Reddish brown to 
brown layer. All layers are composed of silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
roots, 
occasional 
sand 

46 cm Pottery, 
bone, beads, 
charcoal, 
pumice, glass 

The STP was located just to the north of a recently dug rectangle, which uncovered 
some stratigraphy and large amounts of daub. Some came from the second layer, 
while towards the bottom the STP became very rich in highly fragmented bones (>1 kg) 
and pottery (>100 sherds). The third layer also occasionally contained large chunks of 
charcoal. Our intention was the same as with STP187, though evidence of any 
structures was less evident. 

 

Table A6.2: Description of deposits and fills in Trench 1 at Lekeper 

Context 
Fill or 
deposit Compaction Colour 

Munsell 
value Composition Inclusions 

Horizontal 
extent Thickness Spits Above Below 

Equal 
to Finds Notes/Interpretation 

100 Deposit Loose 
Yellowish brown, 
slightly paler 10YR 5/4 

Slightly clayey 
silt (>90%) 

Very common 
charcoal, 
occasional 
sand 2x1 m <1 cm A N/A (101)   None 

Modern disturbance. Very loose sediment with 
no finds apart from chunks of charcoal from a 
nearby charcoal burning, which were not 
collected. 

101 Deposit 

Firm but 
easy to 
break up 

Dark yellowish 
brown 10YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>80%), 
Charcoal (c. 
10%) 

Occasional 
sand 2x1 m c. 5 cm B (100) (103)   

Pottery, bone, 
beads, ostrich 
eggshell, glass 

Modern disturbance. Layer covering modern 
charcoal burning (103) & [102]. Is the sediment 
used to cover the charcoal production site and 
includes a lot of modern charcoal; it included a 
shard of modern glass 

103 Fill Firm 
Black and dark 
brown mixed   

Slightly clayey 
silt (>50%), 
Charcoal 
(>40%)   149x85 cm 14 cm   (101) [102]   

Pottery, 
beads, bone, 
charcoal, 
pumice 

Charcoal burning pit. The fill contained large 
chunks of charcoal and soil was black from it. 
Charcoal was not collected. It contained a few 
finds that were incorporated into the fill through 
digging and general perturbation caused by the 
burning. 

104 Deposit Firm to loose Yellowish brown 10YR 5/4 
Slightly clayey 
silt (>90%) Sand occ. 2x1 m 

Between 10 
and 50 cm C-E [102] 

(106), 
(107), 
(112)   

Pottery, 
beads, bone, 
charcoal, 
daub, glass, 
pumice, 
quartz rock 

Cultural layer. A thick deposit, which included 
layers (110) and (111), that was generally rich in 
the amount and variety of finds. It included over 
a hundred sherds and around half a kilogram of 
bone. The layer had a very uneven interface with 
(105) and started sloping towards southeastern 
and southwestern corners of the trench. While 
spits C and D covered the whole trench, spit E 
only covered the eastern half. (104E) ended up 
cutting through (105) and other contexts as a 14 
cm wide uneven canal running almost 



 

 

perpendicular to the trench's long axis, though 
the cut was not homogeneous. This cut was also 
part of other disturbances happening towards 
the eastern section of the trench, which included 
a termite nest. The western two thirds of the 
trench were largely devoid of any such 
disturbances while also containing the majority 
of finds. The layer's composition and colour 
indicate that the layer was partially formed 
through dung decomposition. Thus, the current 
interpretation is that the layer was formed 
through an occupation debris and decomposed 
dung.  

105 Deposit Firm to loose 

Brown and yellow 
in small patches, 
but when 
excavated and 
mixed it was dark 
yellowish brown 10YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Moderate 
white 
particles 
(fungus?) 

127x100 
cm 

5cm north, 
thinning to 
the south 
to 1 cm   [141] 

(108), 
(113)   

Pottery, 
beads, bones, 
daub, pumice, 
concreted 
shell 

Possible termite disturbance. The layer was 
reminiscent of termite disturbance at Trench 2 
due to the inclusion of white particles and the 
mixing of brown and yellow patches. Though 
other processes cannot be excluded. It contained 
a good amount of finds  

106 Deposit Firm 
Dark yellowish 
brown 10YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Very 
occasional 
rootlets 28x20 cm 4 cm   (104) (113)   

Bone, pottery, 
pumice 

This small patch was a firmer (104) which 
contained some small bovid and fish bones 

107 Deposit Firm Yellowish red 5YR 5/6 
Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Very 
occasional 
rootlets 52x46 cm 10   (104) (108)   

Bone, pottery, 
beads, 

Slightly more reddish than (104) and firmer. The 
deposit also has a more crumbly structure. It 
contained a few finds, however, no clear 
interpretation can be offered for this context. 

108 Deposit 
Firm and 
loose parts 

Brown veins and 
yellow patches  

Between 
10YR 4/4 
and 10YR 
5/6 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand 83x100 cm 

between 12 
and 22 cm   

(105), 
(107) 

(109), 
(112)   

Pottery, 
beads, bones, 
ostrich 
eggshell, 
pumice, 
polished 
stone 

Bioturbation/termite activity. The deposit is 
similar to (105) and had a structure of brown 
thick veins enveloping small yellow spots. The 
yellow patches may also contain sand and a few 
burrows also form part of this deposit. The 
stratigraphic relationship also indicates that 
(105) is an extension of (108). The finds included 
bovine bones and a decent amount of pottery.  

109 Deposit Firm Olive brown 2.5YR 4/4 
Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Very 
occasional 
sand 93x54 12 cm   (108) 

(115), 
(114)   

Pottery, 
beads, bones 

Dung deposit. The green coloured sediment can 
appear in decomposed dung deposits (see 
Chapter 5) and it has very similar characteristics 
to the deposit at Murua Olkileku. The deposit is 
likely the result of dung being compressed 
through trampling and decomposing in an 
environment different from the one resulting in 
light coloured deposits, which are generally 
observed in Baringo. It contained a small amount 
of finds, including small and most likely wild 
bovids.  



 

 

110 Deposit Firm 

Pale yellowish 
brown with green 
inclusions 10YR 5/4 

Slightly clayey 
silt 

Moderate 
white 
particles 
(fungus?) 70x28 cm c. 2 cm   (104) (111)     

Dung deposit. The thin pale lens with green 
inclusions is likely from decomposed or 
decomposing dung. Separate, small sub-circular 
patches of the same composition and colour 
were included in this context. It contained no 
finds. 

111 Deposit Very firm 

Between dark 
yellowish brown 
and olive brown 

between 
10YR 4/4 
and 2.5YR 
4/4 

Silty clay 
(>90%) 

Very common 
white 
particles 98x43 cm 4-8 cm   (110) (104)     

Dung deposit. The green colour and relative 
clayiness of the deposit indicate this is a 
decomposing or decomposed dung deposit. It is 
closely associated with (110), possibly 
representing the same depositional event 
undergoing slightly different decomposition 
processes. However, it is also likely that the 
deposit was subject to some termite activity. It 
contained no finds.  

112 Deposit Firm to loose Brown 7.5YR 5/4 
Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand 26x100 cm 13 cm   (108) (119)   

Pottery, bone, 
obsidian, 
ostrich 
eggshell, 
concreted 
shell, shell,  

Disturbed cultural layer. This deposit was 
disturbed by termite activity in context (108). 
Further bioturbation is indicated by rodent bones 
found within the context. Parts of this layer 
appear to be intact, however, and the lensing 
and finds suggest that sediment slowly 
accumulated over time. 

113 Deposit Loose 
Dark yellowish 
brown 10YR 3/4 

Very clayey 
silt (>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 
common 
charcoal 
particles 83x100 cm c. 17 cm   

(105), 
(106) 

(114), 
(115)   

Pottery, 
bones, daub, 
beads, shell, 
metal 

Termite bioturbation/heavily bioturbated 
midden layer. A darker brown layer, which in 
association with the lighter yellowish layer (105), 
indicates intense termite activity, as was more 
clearly observed in Trench 2. The layer contained 
several small burrows, had a mixed interface 
with (117) and (120) below it, and sherds 
contained marks of insect activity associated with 
termites and/or ants. The layer was relatively 
rich in finds for its size. The common charcoal 
particles, highly fragmented daub pieces, and 
charred bones indicate nearby intense burning. 
Some sherds also contain signs of burning and 
fire clouding. (113) is then likely a heavy mix of 
contexts (117), (120), (114), and (115), with most 
of the finds coming from (117) and (120) based 
on artefact densities in intact deposits. 

114 Deposit Very firm 
Between brown 
and dark brown 7.5YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
charcoal 
particles 80x100 cm 9 cm   

(109), 
(113) (116) (115) 

Pottery, bone, 
daub, 
obsidian, 
lithics 

Occupation layer. Though initially thought to be 
different, the layer was eventually confirmed the 
same as (115). It appears to be intact and largely 
not disturbed by bioturbation. It contained a few 
finds.  



 

 

115 Deposit Very firm 
Between brown 
and dark brown 7.5YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
charcoal 
particles 80x100 cm 9 cm   

(109), 
(113) (116) (114) 

Pottery, bone, 
daub, 
obsidian see (114) 

116 Deposit Very firm 

A mix of colours 
which included a 
dark olive brown, 
olive brown, 
yellow brown. On 
the Munsell chart 
it appeared as 
dark yellowish 
brown 10YR 3/4 

Very clayey 
silt (>90%) 

Common 
bones, 
moderate 
large charcoal 
pieces 57x33 cm 10cm   

(114), 
(115), 
[142] (118)   

Pottery, bone, 
daub, beads, 
metal, 
pumice, 
polished 
stone 

Decomposed dung and midden. The layer 
contained a range of colours. Greener sediments 
form part of clumps, which are suspected to 
derive from decomposed ovicaprine dung. 
Furthermore, the layer contained a large amount 
of bones, many identifiable as ovicaprine and 
wild ungulates, and a range of other finds. It is 
suggested that the layer is a trash layer 
composed of household refuse and dung.  

117 Deposit Firm 

A series of 
colours, which 
include dark 
humic brown, 
black (from 
charcoal), grey 
(from ashes), 
orange (from 
burnt earth. No 
exact Munsell 
colour match  7.5YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>80%) 

Common 
charcoal, 
moderate 
pottery, 
moderate 
bones, 
moderate 
daub 

120x100 
cm 

Between 5 
and 24 cm   (118) (122) (120) 

Pottery, 
beads, bone, 
pumice, daub, 
ostrich 
eggshell, shell 

Destruction layer. The layer contained large 
amounts of charcoal and almost 700 g of daub. It 
was relatively rich in other finds as well. Small 
chunks of baked earth also formed part of the 
deposit and bones were burnt. Similar 
characteristics were present in Trench 3. This 
layer records the burning, destruction, and 
collapse of nearby structures.  

118 Deposit 
Firm to very 
firm 

Dark yellowish 
brown 10YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand 90x21 cm 1-4 cm   (116) 

(117), 
(120), 
(126)   Bones 

A relatively small deposit with only a few grams 
of bones.  

119 Deposit 
Loose to 
very loose 

Dark brown with 
white particles 10YR 3/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Common 
white 
particles 16x9 cm 6   [141] [142]   

Pottery, 
bones, beads,  

Termite activity. The sediment contained white 
particles, which are consistently associated with 
bioturbation and termite activity.  

120 Deposit Firm 

A series of 
colours, which 
include dark 
humic brown, 
black (from 
charcoal), grey 
(from ashes), 
orange (from 
burnt earth. No 
exact Munsell 
colour match    

Clayey silt 
(>80%) 

Common 
charcoal, 
moderate 
pottery, 
moderate 
bones, 
moderate 
daub 

120x100 
cm 

Between 5 
and 24 cm   (118) (122) (117) 

Pottery, 
beads, bone, 
pumice, daub, 
ostrich 
eggshell, shell See (117) 

121 Deposit Firm to loose 
White and whitish 
grey 10YR 8/1 Ash (>90%) 

Moderate 
bones 30x30 cm 3cm   (122) (129)   Bones 

Hearth. Very clear and completely undisturbed 
ash layer that with context (122) together form a 
fireplace. It also contained very burnt bones of a 
small ungulate, most likely ovicaprines.  



 

 

122 Deposit Firm Black 10YR 2/1 

Clayey silt (c. 
70%), charcoal 
(>20%) 

Common 
baked 
sediment 60x30 cm 6 cm   

(117), 
(120) (121)   

Pottery, 
bones, daub 

Hearth. This layer together with (121) forms a 
fireplace. It contained large amounts of charcoal 
and two well-preserved and charred branches, 
which were sent for dating (Ua-54983). Its shape 
suggests that fireplaces were slightly dug into the 
ground.  

123 Deposit Loose 
Between brown 
and dark brown 7.5YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Common 
white 
particles, 
moderate 
sand 33x100 cm 32 cm   (119) [124]   

Pottery, 
beads, glass, 
bones, 
grinding 
stone, pumice 

Termite bioturbation. The loose deposit 
contained white particles, typically associated 
with termite activity as is looseness, and traces of 
termite nesting were also found. It contained a 
good amount of finds, but an inordinate amount 
of small beads, which were the most likely 
subjects of vertically mobility during bioturbation 
and the collapse of the nest/tunnels.  

125 Deposit 
Very 
compact 

A series of 
colours, which 
include dark 
humic brown, 
black (from 
charcoal), grey 
(from ashes), 
orange (from 
burnt earth. No 
exact Munsell 
colour match  7.5YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Common 
charcoal, 
moderate 
bones, 
moderate 
baked earth, 
occasional 
sand 114x56 cm 2-5 cm   

(117), 
(120), 
(126) (137)   

Pottery, 
bones, daub, 
beads, pumice 

Destruction layer. The deposit contained the 
same range of colours as (117)=(120). It was 
however far more compact. It contained a good 
number of finds, and indicative of burning in 
addition to the common charcoal flecks were 
burnt bovid bones. The layer is very likely 
contemporaneous with (117)=(120) and 
represents their extension. 

126 Deposit 
Very 
compact Light grey 10YR 7/1 Ash (>90%) 

Common 
baked 
sediment, 
common 
charcoal 56x24 cm 1-3 cm   (118) (125)     

Ash layer. Ashy sediment mixed with baked 
earth and charcoal. It is not clear if it is related to 
the destruction layer or to later burning and 
disposal of ash. 

127 Fill Firm to loose 
Dark yellowish 
brown 10YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>80%), sand 
(10-15%)   55x44 cm 14 cm   (125) [128]   

Pottery, 
bones, 
pumice 

Bioturbation. The fill of a large hole that was not 
uniformly deposited. The fill was likely brought 
up from below, as it is deposited above (137) and 
continues below it.  

129 Deposit Firm to loose 
Grey and charcoal 
black 10YR 2/1 

Charcoal and 
ashes (100%)   20x9 cm <1 cm   (121) (137)     

Charcoal lens/hearth. The lens forms part of a 
fireplace together with (121) and (122).  

130 Fill Loose Dark brown 7.5YR 3/4 
Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
bones, 
Occasional 
sand 16x10 cm 6 cm   (125) [132]   Bones 

Bioturbation. The hole is connected to other 
holes nearby produced by burrowing. It 
contained some bones, which most likely were 
vertically moved down. The bioturbation is likely 
associated with the termite nest/activity next to 
it.  

131 Deposit 
Very firm to 
compact 

Very pale brown, 
but significant 
yellow spots 10YR 7/4 Loam (>90%)   40x35 cm 3 cm   (137) (137)     

Bioturbation. Most likely an animal burrow 
within the deposit (137).  



 

 

133 Fill Loose 
Between brown 
and dark brown 7.5YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Moderate 
sand, 
moderate 
white 
particles 34x16 cm 12 cm   (125) [134] (123) Bones, daub 

Termite bioturbation. The loose deposit 
contained white particles, typically associated 
with termite activity. Just to the west of it were 
two smaller burrows and the fill and cut [134]. 
Though initially suspected as different to (123), 
the contexts turned out to be the same. 

135 Fill Firm to loose 

A variety of 
colours: black, 
orange from 
baked earth, and 
dark brown   

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Common 
charcoal, 
common 
baked earth, 
occasional 
sand 27x25 cm 34cm   

(120), 
(117) [136]   

Pottery, 
bones, daub, 
pumice, 
beads,  

Bioturbation. The fill of this burrow consists of 
sediment and finds from (120) and (117) moving 
vertically down. Several burrows leading below 
the context (137) were noticed as part of the fill 
and cut [136]. 

137 Deposit Loose Strong brown 7.5YR 5/8 

Clayey silt 
(>70%), fine 
sand (>20%) 

Occasional 
charcoal 
particles 2x1 m 

Up to 30 
cm 
excavated F 

(125), 
(129), 
[124], 
[128], 
[132], 
[134], 
[136], 
[139], 
(140)     

Pottery, 
bones, daub, 
beads, 
grinding 
stone, metal, 
pumice, 
obsidian, 
concreted 
shell 

Basal deposit. There is a considerable drop in the 
number of finds and the majority of finds were 
recovered from the interface with (117)=(120) 
and (125). A few finds were also near 
bioturbations. The high proportion of sand in the 
composition of the deposit indicates that the 
sediment was deposited during a higher energy 
depositional environment than subsequent 
layer/periods. Running water could possibly 
provide such an environment. 

138 Fill Loose 

A variety of 
colours: black, 
orange from 
baked earth, and 
dark brown   

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Moderate 
baked earth, 
moderate 
charcoal 24x26 cm 15 cm   

(120), 
(117) [139]   Bones, daub 

Bioturbation. The fill of this burrow consists of 
sediment and finds from (120) and (117) moving 
vertically down. Two burrows were identified as 
part of this fill and cut [139].  

140 Deposit Compact 

A variety of 
colours: black, 
orange from 
baked earth, dark 
brown, and red   

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 
moderate 
charcoal, 
moderate 
baked soil 25x32 cm 9 cm   [128] (137)   

Pottery, bone, 
daub 

Bioturbation. The finds and composition of the 
deposit are similar to (117)=(120), which were 
likely moved down through the stratigraphy 
through bioturbation as that of [128], which is 
stratigraphically above it, and the adjacent 
bioturbation and termite activity of context 
(123).  

 

Table A6.3: Description of cuts in Trench 1 at Lekeper 

Context 

Shape in 

plan Corners Dimensions Depth 

Break of slope - 

top Sides Base Orientation Truncation 

Fill 

no. Above Below 

Equal 

to Notes/interpretation 

102 

Sub-

circular None 149x85 cm 14 cm 

Sharp, clear 

break 

Gently sloping and 

concaving, uniform 

Lightly 

concaving   No (103) (103) (104)   

Charcoal burning pit. The large pit contained the 
fill (103), which is composed of remains from 

charcoal burning. Other charcoal burning pits were 

also observed on the surface. 

124 

Double 

elypse None 33x100 cm 17 cm Clear break 

Non-uniform slopes, 

which also contain steps 

Concave 

and convex NE-SW No (123) (123) (137)   Termite bioturbation. See (123) 



 

 

128 Irregular None 55x44 cm 14 cm 

Irregular break 

of slope 

Sides contain steps and 

the slope is non-

uniform Concave   No (127) (127) (140)   

Bioturbation. See (127). The cut is non-uniform 

and of irregular shape in plan.  

132 
Sub-
circular None 16x10 cm 6 cm Clear break 

Perpendicular slope at 
the top with 

undercutting on 

northern side and a step 
on the southern side Concave   No (130) (130) (137)   

Bioturbation. See (130). Uneven sides further 
indicate that this is a bioturbation. 

134 

Triangle 

with 

rounded 

corners 

No sharp 

corners 34x16 cm 12 cm 

Rounded break 

of slope Sides contain burrows 

No clear 

base   No (133) (133) (137) [124] 

Bioturbation. See (133). The cut merges with 

[124] and additional burrows run through this cut 

and fill, confirming (133) and (123) are 

bioturbations. 

136 Irregular None 27x25 cm 34 cm 

Unequal across 

cut; the cut 
contained 

sudden and 

shallow breaks 

Sides are irregular and 

contain burrows 

No clear 

base   No (135) (135) (137)   Bioturbation. See (135).  

139 Crescent None 15x24 cm 15 cm Clear break 

Uneven, with burrows 

leading to the sides 

No clear 

base   No (138) (138) (137)   

Bioturbation. See (138). This cut is composed of 

two burrows that create a saddle where they 

connect.  

141 Random None 100x36 cm 

c. 20 

cm No sharp breaks 

Almost perpendicular 

sides 

Flattish, 
mostly 

uneven   No (104E) (104) (105)   

Digging? No clear interpretation can be offered 
due to the small area excavated. It is not clear if 

the cut was intentionally dug into the termite 

deposits or if termites reworked the sediments 
after the cut, since (112) appears to be part of the 

fill of this cut.  

142 
Semi-
circular None 18x9 cm 9 cm 

Clear break on 
western side, 

but gentle 

transition on 
eastern side 

Western side is 

perpendicular while the 

eastern side has a 
shallower slope Concaving   No (119) (119) (116)   Bioturbation. See (119).  

 

Table A6.4: Description of deposits and fills in Trench 2 at Lekeper 

Context 

Fill or 

deposit Compaction Colour 

Munsell 

value Composition Inclusions 

Horizontal 

extent Thickness Spits Above Below 

Equal 

to Finds Notes/Interpretation 

200 Deposit Very loose 

Brownish 

yellow to 

yellowish 
brown 

10YR 

6/4 to 

10YR 
5/6 Silt (>90%) 

Very 

common 
sand 2x1 m <1 cm A   (201)   

Pottery, 

beads, bones, 
metal 

Modern topsoil. Loose soil with characteristics that 

resemble decomposed dung. Contained a few finds 
including a modern nail. 

201 Deposit Firm Brown 
10YR 
5/3 Silt (>90%) 

Moderate 

charcoal, 

occasional 
sand 2x0,75 m 3 cm B (200) 

(202), 
(204)   

Pottery, 
bones, beads 

Modern compressed layer. A firm layer from loose 

sediment becoming compressed. It was very easy to 

break it up. Chunks of charcoal come from charcoal 
production uncovered below this layer.  

202 Fill Loose 

Dark 
yellowish 

brown 

10YR 

3/4 

Clayey silt 

(>70%), 
charcoal 

(>20%) 

Occasional 

sand 92x51 cm 20 cm   (201) [205]   

Pottery, 

bones, beads, 
daub, metal, 

pumice 

Charcoal production pit. A small pit was dug to 

make charcoal, as the layer contained large amounts 
of charcoal in large chunks. The digging of the pit, 

covering of charcoal with soil, and uncovering mixed 



 

 

archaeological material with modern activity, as a 

considerable amount of pottery was present in the 

fill. 

203 Deposit Firm 

Light 

yellowish 
brown to 

brown 

10YR 

6/4 to 
10YR 

5/3 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Moderate 

charcoal, 
occasional 

sand 2x1 m 7-14 cm C-D 

[205], 

[206] 

(207), 

(209), 

(211), 

(213), 

(215), 

(217), 
(219), 

(221), 

(222), 
(224), 

(230)   

Pottery, 

lithics, beads, 

daub, bones, 
metal, 

pumice, shell, 

obsidian, 
concreted 

shell 

Disturbed decomposed dung and cultural layer. 
Very fine silt typical of decomposed dung in 

Baringo, though of slightly darker colour than usual. 

The sediment still contained larger chunks of 
charcoal from the production, likely lodged in this 

layer through vertical movement, trampling, and 

digging. Charcoal pieces are less common in the 

lower parts of the layer. The extensive and relatively 

deep layer included a variety of finds that also 

included larger bone fragments. It is likely that 
rubbish was deposited there. I am also fairly certain 

that decomposed dung sediment washed or eroded 

down the slope of the mound, thus making this layer 
similar to a decomposed dung layer but it was not a 

location for a livestock pen. 

204 Fill Loose 

Dark 

yellowish 

brown 

10YR 

3/4 

Clayey silt 
(>70%), 

charcoal 

(>20%) 

Occasional 

sand 13x35 cm 4 cm   (201) [206]   Bones 

Charcoal production pit. A small pit, half of which 
is still in the section. The fill contained large amounts 

of charcoal, making it clear it was used for charcoal 

production. 

207 Fill Loose 
Brownish 
black 

10YR 
3/3 to 

10YR 
2/2 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
rootlets 15x15 cm 25 cm   (203) [208]   Bones Bioturbation. 

209 Fill Loose 
Brownish 
black 

10YR 

3/3 to 

10YR 
2/2 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 

plant 
remains 12x13 cm 11 cm   (203) [210]   Daub Bioturbation. 

211 Fill Loose 

Brownish 

black 

10YR 

3/3 to 
10YR 

2/2 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 
plant 

remains 45x13 cm 13 cm   (203) [212]   Bones Bioturbation. 

213 Fill Loose 

Brownish 

black 

10YR 

3/3 to 
10YR 

2/2 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 
plant 

remains 11x15 cm 7 cm   (203) [214]   Bones Bioturbation. 

215 Fill Loose 

Brownish 

black 

10YR 
3/3 to 

10YR 

2/2 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

plant 

remains 10x10 cm 6 cm   (203) [216]   Pottery, bones Bioturbation. 

217 Fill Loose 

Brownish 

black 

10YR 
3/3 to 

10YR 

2/2 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

plant 

remains 5x5 cm 2 cm   (203) [218]   Bones Bioturbation. 



 

 

219 Fill Loose 
Brownish 
black 

10YR 

3/3 to 

10YR 
2/2 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 

plant 
remains 9x12 cm 7 cm   (203) [220]   Bones Bioturbation. 

221 Fill Loose 
Brownish 
black 

10YR 

3/3 to 

10YR 
2/2 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 

plant 
remains 29x31 cm c. 10 cm   (203) [226]   

Pottery, 
beads, bones Bioturbation. 

222 Fill Loose 

Brownish 

black 

10YR 

3/3 to 

10YR 

2/2 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

plant 

remains 22x7 cm 3 cm   (203) [223]   Beads Bioturbation. 

224 Fill Loose 

Brownish 

black 

10YR 

3/3 to 
10YR 

2/2 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 
plant 

remains 10x9 cm 5 cm   (203) [225]   Bones Bioturbation. 

227 Deposit Very firm 

Reddish 

yellow 

7.5YR 

6/8 

Clayey silt 

(>90%)   100x38 cm 3 cm   

[210], 
[214], 

[216], 

[218], 
[223], 

[226] (228)   Pottery, bones 

A thin, compacter sediment cut by several burrows, 
with only a few finds that include pottery, and a few 

small bovid and fish bones. 

228 Deposit Loose 

Light 

yellowish 

brown 

10YR 

6/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand 

c. 110x100 

cm 6-20 cm   

[208], 

[212], 
[220], 

[225], 

(227) 

(236), 

(244) (229) 

Lithics, 
pottery, 

beads, daub, 

bones 

Cultural layer. A layer with a various types of finds, 

though all in small amounts. These appear randomly 
deposited rather than intentionally. The interface 

between this layer and layer (229) is unclear, as they 
are very similar deposits that vary only in 

compaction. It is hence suspected that they are 

contemporaneous and equal. 

229 Deposit 
Extremely 
loose Pale brown 

10YR 
6/3 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand 

140x100 
cm c. 10 cm   (203) 

(232), 

(236), 
(244) (228) 

Pottery, 
beads, daub, 

bones, metal, 

concreted 
shell, obsidian 

Cultural layer. A layer similar to (228), only for it 
to be significantly less compact. The interface 

between the two layers is not clear. A variety of finds 

in small amounts, including bovid and rodent bones. 
The termite nest (236) also cuts into this layer, so that 

it is very likely that it was subject to some 

bioturbation, which might be the cause of the loose 
compaction. 

230 Fill Loose 

Brownish 

black 

10YR 

3/3 to 
10YR 

2/2 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 
plant 

remains 20x15 cm 6 cm   (203) [231]     Bioturbation. 

232 Deposit Loose 

Dark 

yellowish 
brown 

10YR 
4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 

occasional 

white 
particles 

106x100 
cm 28 cm   (229) [233]   

Pottery, 

beads, daub, 
bones, glass, 

ostrich 

eggshell, 
pumice, 

Bioturbated cultural layer. Bioturbation by termites 

is indicated by white particles and what appeared tiny 
balls of termite nesting. One sherd was also eaten by 

termites. The deposit is relatively rich for this trench 

and has a large variety of finds, including a large 
amount of bone and pottery. It then likely was a 



 

 

concreted 

shell 

cultural layer before it was bioturbated by insect 

activity.  

234 Deposit Firm 

Between 

brown and 
dark brown. 

Has a slight 

green hue to 
it. 

7.5YR 
4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand 90x100 cm 2-6 cm   

[233], 

[235], 
[245] (238)   

Pottery, 
beads, daub, 

bones, ostrich 

eggshell, 
pumice, shell 

Cultural layer with dung deposits. A relatively rich 
deposit considering its extent and thickness. It can be 

seen as similar to deposit (116) in that it has a 

relatively large number of finds and that decomposed 
dung forms part of the sediment composition.  

236 Fill 
Loose to 
very loose Pale brown 

10YR 
6/3 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 

moderate 

white 
particles 96x95 cm 30 cm   

(228), 
(229) [235] (244) 

Pottery, 

beads, daub, 
bones, metal, 

pumice, shell, 

concreted 
shell 

Termite nest. This fill cut through various other 

layers above it before it undercut the same layers. It 

has various burrows leading into the section and 

cracks. It also contained tiny balls of termite nesting 

and white particles. This altogether confirms that this 
was a termite nest that completely disturbed the 

archaeological layers present before it. It had a large 

amount of finds and none of the pottery has signs of 
termite destruction. It needs to be kept in mind that 

finds most likely moved vertically, though these were 

distributed throughout the fill, and movement most 
likely did not occur from better-defined contexts.  

237 Deposit Loose Strong brown 
7.5YR 
5/6 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand 70x100 cm 16 cm   [233] 

(247), 
(248)   

Lithics, 
pottery, 

beads, daub, 
bones, pumice 

Cultural layer. The layer showed comparatively 

little to no bioturbation and was rich in finds. It 

contains only small fragments of daub, which are the 
only items related to structural remains. The other 

items could have been simply deposited there at 
random.  

238 Deposit 

Firm to 

compact 

Yellowish 

brown 

10YR 

5/8 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand 85x100 Cm 14 cm   (234) 

(239), 

(248)   

Lithics, 

pottery, 
beads, bones, 

glass, metal, 

pumice, shell 

Bioturbated cultural layer. A rich layer with a large 

variety of finds that was bioturbated due to the 

termite nest directly below it. One of the sherds was 
also eaten by termites. The amount of finds indicate 

that this was a cultural layer before it was bioturbated 

by insects. 

239 Deposit Firm 

Light olive 

brown 2.5Y 5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%)   69x100 cm 13 cm   (238) (248)   

Pottery, 

beads, daub, 
bones, ostrich 

eggshell, 

pumice 

Decomposed dung. The thick layer was most likely 

a part of a livestock pen as is indicated by the green-

coloured sediment, which is generally encountered at 
decomposed dung mounds. The layer had limited 

finds compared to other layers of similar extent and 

thickness. Identifiable bone fragments found in the 
layer also belonged to a rodent, indicating that bones 

were not intentionally deposited there. The 

commonest item type are beads, whereas other items 
are present in miniscule amounts. This suggests that 

the location was kept relatively clean and clear of 

debris and that relatively few activities took place 
there, while beads can easily be lost. This further 

indicates that this could have been a livestock 

penning area. 



 

 

240 Deposit Loose 

Reddish 

yellow 

7.5YR 

6/8 

Loam with 

high sand 
content 

(>90%)   2x1 m 4-18 cm   

(247), 

(248) 241   

Lithics, 

pottery, 
obsidian, 

chert 

Basal deposit. This layer has a very high sand 

content and contains two artefacts and unflaked 

stone. The high sand content is evidence of a high-
energy environment, such as running water, and 

proves that basal layers were reached.  

241 Deposit Loose 

Reddish 

yellow to 

strong brown 

7.5YR 
6/8 to 

7.5YR 

5/8 Silt (>90%) 

Occasional 

sand 2x1 m 20 cm   (240) (243) (242) 

Lithics, 

obsidian, 

beads, bones 

Basal deposit. This deposit contained a single 

debitage piece and a piece of unflaked obsidian. 
Some laminations can be observed in the section. I 

suspect this sediment was deposited in a fluvial 

environment. 

242 Deposit Loose 

Reddish 

yellow to 
strong brown 

7.5YR 

6/8 to 

7.5YR 
5/8 Silt (>90%) 

Occasional 
sand 2x1 m 20 cm   (240) (243) (241) 

Pottery, 

pumice, 
beads, bones 

Basal deposit. This layer contained a single sherd 

and a single piece of pumice. Laminations can be 

observed in the section. I suspect this sediment was 
deposited in a fluvial environment. 

243 Deposit Loose 

Reddish 

yellow 

7.5YR 

6/8 Silt (>90%)   2x1 m 

20 cm 

excavated D-F 

(241), 

(242)     

Pottery, 

pumice 

Basal deposit. A natural deposit that accumulated in 

a fluvial environment. Spit D was recorded twice, in 

(243) and (203). 

244 Fill Firm to loose Yellow 

10YR 

7/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand, 

moderate 
white 

particles Unknown 17 cm   (228) [245] (236)   

Bioturbation. Protrudes out of (236) and is hence 

likely a part of, and stratigraphically equal to and 
contemporaneous to that bioturbation. They however 

differentiate in colour. 

246 Deposit 
Loose to 
very loose 

Light grey to 
white 

10YR 
7/2 to 

10YR 
8/1 

Ash (>50%), 
Silt (>30%) 

Occasional 
charcoal 23 cm 3 cm   (232) (232)     

Ash deposit. This layer was only observed in section 

and was missed during the excavation because of the 
loose compaction of context (232). It shows that 

though context (232) experienced some bioturbation, 
parts of it remain intact. 

247 Deposit Firm to loose 

Reddish 

yellow 

7.5YR 

6/8 Loam (>90%)   45x10 cm 8 cm   (237) (240)     Sterile deposit. A sterile deposit related to (240). 

248 Deposit Firm to loose Strong brown 

7.5YR 

5/6 Silt (>90%) 

Occasional 

sand 40x20 cm 20 cm   

(237), 

(239) (240)     

Bioturbated sterile deposit. A sterile deposit that 
was bioturbated by termite activity and it appears as 

an extension of the termite nest (236). 

 

Table A6.5: Description of cuts in Trench 2 at Lekeper 

Context 

Shape in 

plan Corners Dimensions Depth 

Break of slope 

- top Sides Base Orientation Truncation 

Fill 

no. Above Below 

Equal 

to Notes/interpretation 

205 

Sub-

rectangular None 92x51 cm 20 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break 

Uneven slope of 

between 45 and 80 

degrees 

Concave, but 

uneven N-S No (202) (202) (203)   Charcoal production pit. See (202) 

206 Half oval None 13x35 cm 12 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break Sides with uneven slope 

Concave, but 

uneven E-W No (204) (204) (203)   Charcoal production pit. See (204). 

208 Circular None 15x15 cm 25 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break Vertical sides Almost flat   No (207) (207) (228)   Bioturbation. 

210 Sub-circular None 12x13 cm 11 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break Vertical sides Almost flat   No (209) (209) (227)   Bioturbation. 



 

 

212 

Elongated 

and random 

4 in 

protrusions of 

the cut 45x13 cm 13 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break Vertical sides 

Concave, but 

uneven NW-SE No (211) (211) (228)   Bioturbation. 

214 
Sub-
rectangular None 11x15 cm 7 cm 

Clear, sharp 
break Vertical sides Sloping base   No (213) (213) (227)   Bioturbation. 

216 Trapozoid 
4 rounded 
corners 10x10 cm 6 cm 

Clear, sharp 
break Vertical sides 

Sloping base 

towards 
centre   No (215) (215) (227)   Bioturbation. 

218 

Sub-

rectangular 

4 rounded 

corners 5x5 cm 2 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break Vertical sides Flat   No (217) (217) (227)   Bioturbation. 

220 Sub-circular None 9x12 cm 7 cm 
Clear, sharp 
break Almost vertical sides Flat   No (219) (219) (228)   Bioturbation. 

223 

Irregular, 

elongated None 22x7 cm 3 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break Almost vertical sides Flat   No (222) (222) (227)   Bioturbation. 

225 Sub-circular None 10x9 cm 5 cm 
Clear, sharp 
break Steep slope Flat   No (224) (224) (228)   Bioturbation. 

226 Irregular None 29x31 cm 
c. 10 
cm 

Clear, sharp 
break 

Uneven sides with 

vertical slope and slopes 

between 45 and 60 
degrees 

Uneven with 

further 
burrows   No (221) (221) (227)   Bioturbation. 

231 Irregular None 20x15 cm 6 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break 

Almost vertical or 

vertical sides Flat   No (230) (230) (228)   Bioturbation. 

233 

Sub-circular 

semi-circle None 

106x100 

cm 28 cm 

Gradual 
transition into 

the cut 

Sides with varying 

degrees of sloping  Concave   No (232) (232) 

(234), 

(237)   

Unclear if this cut appears due to 
bioturbation to (232), but it does not 

appear intentionally dug. 

235 

Irregular, 

mound-

shaped None 96x95 cm 30 cm 

Undercutting 

the above layer 

Concave and 

undercutting other 

layers Flat   No (236) (236) (234) [245] 

Termite nest. It cuts through various 
layers and undercuts them. The fill 

indicates that this was a termite nest. See 

(236). 

245 

Circular in 

section None Unknown 17 cm Rounded 

Concave and 

undercutting other 

layers Concave   No (244) (244) (234) [235] Bioturbation. See (244) 

 

Table A6.6: Description of deposits and fills in Trench 3 at Lekeper 

Context 

Fill or 

deposit Compaction Colour 

Munsell 

value Composition Inclusions 

Horizontal 

extent Thickness Spits Above Below 

Equal 

to Finds Notes/Interpretation 

300 Deposit Loose Strong brown 7.5YR 5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>80%), plant 
material (c. 

10%) 

Occasional 

sand, 
moderate 

rootlets 2x2 m <1 cm A   (301)   

Pottery, bones, 

obsidian 

Loose modern topsoil. Contained only a few 

finds. 

301 Deposit Firm 

Between 

brown and 

strong brown 

7.5YR 5/4  

to 7.5YR 

5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 

common 

rootlets in SE 

corner 2x2 m 2-6 cm B (300) (302)   

Beads, daub, 

bones 

Modern topsoil. Similar layer to (300) only firmer 

in compaction. Also contained within the layer 

was plastic. 



 

 

302 Deposit Firm to loose Yellowish red 5YR 4/6 

Clayey silt 

(>80%), fine 

sand (c. 10%) 

Moderate 

rootlets 80x200 cm 3 cm   (301) (303)   Beads, bones 

An almost completely sterile layer apart from a 

single bead. It was present where the majority of 

grass was growing on the surface. 

303 Deposit Firm Strong brown 7.5YR 5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand, 

moderate 

rootlets 2x2 m 3-6 cm C-D (302) 

[306], 

[307]   

Pottery, 

lithics, beads, 
daub, bones, 

ostrich 

eggshell, 

pumice, shell, 

obsidian, glass 

Cultural layer/abandonment. A context rich in 
pottery and beads and has a great variety of finds. 

However, there is only a small amount of bone and 

only a few small daub fragments. This implies that 
no structures were standing nearby and that meal 

remains were disposed of elsewhere. The majority 

of finds came from just above the interface with 

the underlying layer (304), which might suggest a 

slow abandonment of Lekeper. 

304 Deposit Firm 

Light 

yellowish 

brown 10YR 6/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Moderate 

rootlets 2x2 m 3-7 cm E 

[306], 

[307] (308)   

Pottery, 
lithics, beads, 

daub, bones, 

glass, metal, 
pumice, 

obsidian, 

quartz 

(Re-)occupation layer. A bright yellow layer 
commonly seen across Lekeper and most easily 

discernible in the riverbank. Wherever 

encountered, it consistently contains 
archaeological material. The layer was rich in 

finds, particularly pottery. The location was then 

very likely settled. 

305 Deposit Loose 

Very pale 

brown 10YR 7/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand, 
Occasional 

rootlets 2x2 m 3-4 cm F (308) (309)   

Pottery, 

lithics, 

concreted 
shell, beads, 

daub, bones 

Cultural layer/abandonment. A layer that has a 
slight green tinge in section, though not green in 

plan. It has relatively few finds compared to other 

larger layers within this trench. The layer possibly 
indicates an abandonment of this location before it 

is re-settled in context (304).  

308 Deposit Firm to loose 

Pale brown to 
light 

yellowish 

brown 

10YR 6/3 

to 10YR 

6/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand 94x44 cm c. 3 cm   (304) (305)   

Pottery, beads, 

bones 

A layer only slightly different from (304) with 

only a few finds and indistinguishable from (304) 

in section. 

309 Deposit Loose Brown 7.5YR 5/4 
Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
rootlets 44x19 cm c. 3 cm   (305) (310)   Pottery, bones 

A brown layer of a slight greenish tinge with only 

a few finds. It was indistinguishable from (305) 

and (306) in section. It was possibly a mix 
between these two deposits due to bioturbation. 

310 Deposit Firm to loose Brown 7.5YR 5/4 
Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Frequent 

charcoal, 
occasional 

rootlets, 

occasional 
sand 2x2 m 4-8 cm G-H (309) 

(313), 
(314)   

Pottery, 
lithics, beads, 

daub, bones, 

pumice, 
concreted shell 

Debris layer. This layer is situated directly above 

the layer (311) indicating wide burning and 

destruction, while also exceptionally rich in 
archaeological finds. Charcoal is also very 

common. Together this indicates that this is a 

deposit of accumulated debris after the burning of 
the settlement. 

311 Deposit 

Both loose 

and firm 

deposits 

intermixed 

A mix of brick 

orange, black, 
grey to dark 

greyish 

brown, and 

dark brown 

7.5YR 7/8, 

10YR 2/1, 

10YR 4/2, 

7.5YR 4/4  

Clayey silt 

(>70%), daub 

(c. 10%) 

Very 
common 

charcoal, 

occasional 

sand 2x2 m 4-9 cm I 

(313), 

(314) (315)   

Pottery, beads, 
bones, daub, 

metal, ostrich 

eggshell, 

pumice, shell 

Burning and destruction layer. The deposit was 

a mix of colours with black dominating due to the 
large amount of charcoal. The daub is baked and 

well preserved, and bones and a few sherds also 

show signs of burning and fire clouding. The layer 

has a very rich archaeological assemblage. 

312 Deposit Compact 

A mix of brick 

orange, black, 

7.5YR 7/8, 

10YR 2/1, 

Clayey silt 

(>80%) 

very common 

charcoal, 46x30 cm 2 cm   

(310), 

(313) (315)   

Pottery, daub, 

bones 

Burning and destruction layer. A small layer 

similar to (311), only significantly more compact. 



 

 

grey to dark 

greyish 

brown, and 
dark brown 

10YR 4/2, 

7.5YR 4/4  

burnt earth 

common 

It is indicative of the burning and the destruction 

of the settlement. 

313 Deposit Firm 

Strong brown 

to brown 

7.5YR 5/4 
to 7.5YR 

5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand 52x63 2 cm   (310) 

(311), 

(312)   

Pottery, 

lithics, beads, 

daub, 
obsidian, 

bones 

A layer similar to (310), differing only in 

compaction and slightly in colour. 

314 Deposit Loose 

Brown to dark 

brown 

7.5YR 4/4 

to 7.5YR 

5/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand 73x30 3 cm   (310) (311)   Daub, bones 

A layer similar to (310), differing slightly in 

compaction and colour, while also having a 

crumbly structure 

315 Deposit Firm to loose 

Yellowish 

brown 10YR 5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand, 
Occasional 

rootlets 2x2 m 4-6 cm J 

(311), 

(312) 

(316), 

(317), 
(318), 

(324)   

Pottery, beads, 
daub, bones, 

pumice 

Initial occupation layer. A rich archaeological 

deposit, though noticeably less finds and a smaller 
amount of daub compared to overlying layers. It 

also overlies what can possibly interpreted as 

floors and a sterile layer, indicating that this 
deposit belongs to the initial occupation of the 

settlement. 

316 Deposit Compact Light grey 10YR7/2 
Silt (>70%), 
ash (>10%) 

Occasional 
charcoal 44x62 cm 2 cm   (315) (320)   

Pottery, metal, 
daub, bones 

Possible floor layer with compacted ashes. A 
compact layer situated between two looser 

deposits, with ashes embedded in it. Embedded 

within the dominant ashes was a red sediment. The 
layer detaches from the underlying layer in 

compact chunks. (316) appears to have been 

compressed through trampling. Contains only a 
few finds, including an earring.  

317 Deposit Compact 

Reddish 

yellow 7.5YR 6/8 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand, 
Moderate 

ashes 60x32 cm 2 cm   (315) (320)   

Pottery, daub, 

bones 

Possible floor layer. This compact layer is 

situated between two loose sediments, and the 
underlying context is sterile. The layer is similar to 

(316) though here red sediment predominates, and 

ashes are only moderately included. The layer 
contained only a few finds and was likely 

compacted through trampling. 

318 Fill Very loose 

Yellowish 

brown 10YR 5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand, 
Occasional 

rootlets 10x12 cm 15 cm   (315) [319]     

Bioturbation. This is a burrow and the cut has an 

inclination and twists to the west. 

320 Deposit Firm to loose Brown 7.5YR 5/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 

Occasional 

rootlets 2x2 m 4-20 cm K-L 

(316), 
(317), 

[319], 

(324) (323)   

Pottery, metal, 
shell, beads, 

daub, bones, 

metal, pumice, 
shell, 

concreted 

shell, quartz 

Basal layer. A drop in the amount of finds 
retrieved from this context, though still a large 

variety of finds. The vast majority of finds was 

found within the first 5 cm of the layer, but it was 
also subject to some bioturbation as several 

burrows became evident. This bioturbation could 

have moved some of the finds down. 

321 Deposit Firm 

Between 
brown and 

dark brown 7.5YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 
(>70%), sand 

(>20%) 

Occasional 

rootlets 2x2 m 

20 cm 

excavated M-O [322]     

Pottery, daub, 
bones, pumice, 

obsidian 

Basal layer. The high proportion of sand in the 
composition of the deposit indicates that the 

sediment was deposited in a fluvial environment. 



 

 

There is a further significant drop in finds, all of 

which are very small fragments.  

323 Fill Very loose 

Dark 
yellowish 

brown 10YR 3/4 

Clayey silt 
(>80%), sand 

(c. 10%) 

Occasional 

rootlets 36x39 cm 29 cm   (320) [322]   

Pottery, bones, 

pumice 

Bioturbation. This fill had a number of small 

bones, including rodent, while the cut had several 
burrows in its sides. Finds moved down through 

bioturbation. 

324 Deposit 

Firm to 

compact Strong brown 7.5YR 5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 

Occasional 

rootlets 86x58 cm 3-5 cm   (315) (320)   

Pottery, glass, 

shell, daub, 

bones 

Occupation layer. This is a small layer of 
irregular shape and has been cut by burrows. It 

contains only a few finds. It appears related to the 

initial occupation of Lekeper. 

 

Table A6.7: Description of cuts in Trench 3 at Lekeper 

Context 

Shape in 

plan Corners Dimensions Depth 

Break of slope 

- top Sides Base Orientation Truncation 

Fill 

no. Above Below 

Equal 

to Notes/interpretation 

306 Trapezoid 

1 clear corner, 

just over 90 
degrees. 

Others 

rounded 16x17 cm 6 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break 

2 vertical and 
2 sides with a 

very steep 

slope 

Slightly 

concave   No (303) (303) (304)   

Post hole/bioturbation? A possible post hole with a piece 

of daub standing upright in it. It is not clear if that piece was 
put there intentionally, but it most likely belongs to context 

(310). The southern side of the cut splays out as if burrows 

were leading to it, but no definite burrows present. 

307 Trapezoid 

Clear but 

rounded 
corners 18x18 cm 6 cm 

Convex 

transition into 
slope 

>45 degree 

slope, uneven 
sides 

Concave, 
but uneven   No (303) (303) (304)   

Bioturbation. The small base and uneven sides imply that 

this cut was created by bioturbation. Like [306], we also 

found some daub at the base of the cut. The observed daub 
most likely derives from (310). 

319 Circular None 10x12 cm 15 cm 

Clear, sharp 

break 

Very steep 

sides or sides 
of more than 

90 degrees Concave   No (318) (318) (320)   Bioturbation. See (318). 

322 Irregular None 36x39 cm 29 cm 

Varies 

between a 
gradual and a 

clear, sharp 

break 

Non-uniform 
sides with 

smaller 

burrows Concave   No (323) (323) (321)   

Bioturbation. Several burrows are visible on the sides of 

the cut.  

 

Table A6.8: Description of deposits and fills observed on the riverbank at Lekeper 

Context 

Fill or 

deposit Compaction Colour 

Munsell 

value Composition Inclusions 

Horizontal 

extent Thickness Spits Above Below 

Equal 

to Finds Notes/Interpretation 

401 Deposit Compact Strong brown 7.5YR 5/6 Silt (>90%) 

Moderate sand, 
common roots 

and rootlets   3-8 cm     

(402), 

(403)     

Topsoil. This layer is a topsoil disturbed by 

significant root action on the riverbank. 

402 Deposit 

Loose to very 

loose Reddish brown 7.5YR 6/8 

Sandy silt 

(>90%) 

Common 

rootlets   2-3 cm   (401) (404)     A sandy layer that is likely related to context (302). 

403 Deposit Firm to loose 

Strong brown to 

reddish brown 

7.5YR 5/8 

to 7.5YR 

6/8 Silt (>90%)     5-8 cm   (401) (407)     The layer is likely part of the modern topsoil. 



 

 

404 Deposit Loose 

Yellowish 

brown 10YR 5/6 

Silt (> 80%), 

sand (>10%) 

Moderate 

rootlets and 

roots   3 cm   (402) (405)     

This is a natural layer, most likely part of the modern 

topsoil. 

405 Deposit Firm to loose 

Yellowish 

brown 10YR 5/6 Silt (>90%) 

Common 

rootlets   3 cm   (404) (406)     

A layer that is highly bioturbated by root activity but 
that is likely archaeologically sterile and part of the 

modern topsoil. 

406 Deposit Firm to loose 

Pale brown to 

very pale brown 

10YR 6/3 

to 10YR 

7/3 Silt (>90%) 

Common 

rootlets   4-16 cm   

(405), 

(408) 

(412), 

(429)     

(Re-)occupation layer. The layer is similar to (304) 
and can be seen stretching across the northern side of 

the riverbank. It is clearly rich in faunal remains and 

pottery, many fragments of which stick out of the 

deposit. 

407 Fill Very loose 

Very pale 

brown 10YR 7/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Moderate 

rootlets   12 cm   (403) (409)     Bioturbation. 

408 Fill Firm to loose 
Light yellowish 
brown 10YR 6/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%)     8 cm   (409) (406)     Bioturbation. 

409 Fill Loose Pale brown 10YR 7/3 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Moderate 

rootlets   5 cm   (407) (408)     Bioturbation. 

410 Deposit Loose 

A mix of brick 
orange, black, 

grey to dark 

greyish brown, 
and dark brown 

7.5YR 7/8, 

10YR 2/1, 

10YR 4/2, 
7.5YR 4/4  

Daub and burnt 

soil (c. 50%), 
Silt (>30%) 

Common ashes, 
Common 

charcoal, 

moderate 
rootlets   6-13 cm   (429) 

(413), 
(417)     

Burning and destruction layer. As visible from the 
riverbank, the layer is full of daub, ashes, and 

charcoal. It is likely that a building collapsed, since 

there is a floor beneath the debris. It is temporally 
and stratigraphically equal to (117), (120), and (311).  

411 Deposit Very loose 
Brownish 
yellow 10YR 6/6 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Moderate 

rootlets, 

occasional 
charcoal   18 cm   

(412), 
(410) (422)     

A layer that is slightly bioturbated and possibly 

disturbed by construction of the house or sediment 
accumulated on the side of the house. 

412 Deposit 

Loose to very 

loose 

Light yellowish 

brown 10YR 6/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets, 
occasional 

charcoal   10 cm   (406) (411)     This is likely a cultural layer as it is similar to (406). 

413 Deposit Very loose 

Black to dark 

brown 

10YR 2/1 

to 10YR 

3/1 

Silty charcoal 

(>90%) 

Common 

rootlets   3 cm   (410) (414) (417)   

Burning and destruction layer. Related to the 
destruction and burning of Lekeper, this layer 

consists of charcoal. It is situated below a layer 

consisting largely of daub and burnt soil, revealing 
with contexts (414)=(418) how the house first burnt 

with charcoal and ashes accumulating over the floor 

before the walls collapsed. 

414 Deposit 

Loose to very 

loose 

Very pale 
brown, though 

looks white in 

section 10YR 7/3 

Clayey ash 

(>90%) Occasional sand   2 cm   (413) (415) (418)   

Ashes. The layer is composed of ashes that most 

likely accumulated during the burning of the 

structure. 

415 Structure Compact 

Light yellowish 

brown to light 

olive brown 

2.5YR 6/4 

to 2.5YR 

5/4 Loam (>90%) Occasional sand   1 cm   (414) (419)     

Floor. A consistently 1 cm thick layer that detaches 

from the layer below. The layer could be 

intentionally made. 

416 Deposit Firm to loose 

Strong brown 

turning reddish 

yellowish red  

7.5YR 5/8 

to 7.5YR 

6/8 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional sand, 

Occasional 

rootlets   7-10 cm   (418) (419)     

Fire affected layer. The layer is baked from the fire 

that burnt the structure on top of it. It is only present 

where ash layers (414)=(418) and the floor (415) are 

not present. The sediment is burnt into tiny clumps. 



 

 

417 Deposit 

Loose to very 

loose 

Very dark 

brown to black 

10YR 2/2 

to 10YR 

2/1 

Silty charcoal 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets   4-6 cm   

(410), 

(421) (418) (413)   Burning and destruction layer. See (413) 

418 Deposit Firm to loose 

Light yellowish 

brown 10YR 6/4 

Clayey silty ash 

(>90%) 

Moderate baked 
sediment, 

occasional 

rootlets   2 cm   (417) (416) (414)   

Ashes. See (414). The layer is slightly less ashy due 

to it mixing with surrounding sediment. (418) is on 

the edge of the distribution of ashes from the fire. 

419 Deposit Firm to loose 

Reddish brown 

to strong brown 

7.5YR 6/6 

to 7.5YR 

5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%)     4-12 cm   

(415), 

(416) (422)     

Fire affected layer. Deposit modified by fire and 

located underneath the destroyed structure. This is 

clearly a sterile layer. 

420 Fill 

Loose to very 

loose 

Dark yellowish 
brown to dark 

greyish brown 

10YR 4/4 
to 10YR 

4/2 

Silty clay 

(>90%) 

Occasional 
baked sediment, 

occasional 

rootlets, 
occasional 

charcoal   10 cm     (410)     Bioturbation. Fill includes some finds. 

421 Fill 
Loose to very 
loose 

Yellow to 

brownish 
yellow 

10YR 7/6 

to 10YR 
6/6 

Silty clay 
(>90%) 

Occasional sand, 
moderate baked 

sediment, 

occasional 
charcoal   25 cm     (417)     Bioturbation. Fill includes some finds. 

422 Deposit Compact 
Yellow to very 
pale brown 

10YR 7/6 

to 10YR 
8/4 

Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Occasional 
rootlets   16-32 cm   

(411), 

(419), 

(423), 
(424) (426)     Sterile layer.  

423 Fill Very loose 

Light yellowish 

brown to very 

pale brown 

10YR 6/4 

to 10YR 

7/4 

Silty clay 

(>90%) 

Occasional sand, 

occasional 
charcoal, 

occasional baked 

sediment   6 cm     (422) (424)   

Bioturbation. Likely part of the same burrow as 

(424). 

424 Fill Loose 

Yellowish 

brown 10YR 5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%)     4 cm     (422) (423)   

Bioturbation. Likely part of the same burrow as 

(423). 

425 Fill Firm 
Strong brown to 
reddish yellow 

7.5YR 5/6 

to 7.5YR 
6/8 

Silty clay 
(>90%)     14 cm       (426)   

Bioturbation. The fill of the burrow is composed of 
different fine lenses. 

426 Deposit Firm to loose Reddish brown 5YR 4/4 

Silt (c. 70%), 

sand (c. 30%) 

Occasional 

charcoal   17 cm     

(422), 

(425) (427)   

Sterile layer. The deposit was most likely deposited 

by moving water. 

427 Deposit Compact 

Reddish brown 

to strong brown 

7.5YR 6/6 
to 7.5YR 

5/6 

Clayey silt 

(>90%)     16 cm     (426) (428)   

Sterile layer. The layer is composed of fine almost 

horizontal lens, indicating an aqueous environment. 

428 Deposit 

Compact to 

very compact 

Brownish 
yellow to 

yellowish 

brown 

10YR 6/6 

to 10YR 

5/6 Silt (>90%) 

Moderate iron 

and manganese 

concretions   

40 cm 

exposed     (427)     

Sterile layer. Iron and manganese concretions 

evidence flowing water. 

429 Deposit Firm to loose 

Brown to 

yellowish 

brown 

10YR 5/3 

to 10YR 

5/4 

Clayey silt 

(>80%), sand 

(c. 10%) 

Occasional 

rootlets, 

occasional   10 cm   (406) (410)     

Abandonment layer. The layer is situated only 

above the remains of the collapsed structure and 

below a re-occupation layer. It is likely that the 

sediment accumulated between the destruction of 



 

 

charcoal, 

occasional daub 

Lekeper and its re-occupation since only a handful of 

archaeological material was visible in section 

compared to its over- and underlying layers. 
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6.2 Faunal remains from Lekeper 

The following tables provide in depth descriptions of each diagnostic bone and a bulk description of 

undiagnostic bones from each context. As stated in the main text, fish were not diagnosed due to 

inexperience of the analyst with such material. The bones were analysed and recorded by Oliver 

Boles.  

 

Table A6.9: Diagnostic faunal remains from Lekeper from all contexts, sorted by taxon and element first 

Trench Context Spit Square Weight Taxon Element Side Notes 

  STP10     64,1 bos ast l   

3 311 I Flotation 47,1 bos ast r half 

  STP10     76,3 bos hum r distal end, two pieces 

  STP10     16,7 bos m1/2 l   

  STP188     2,3 bos m1/2   crown only, maxillary 

  STP10     22,1 bos MP   single distal epiphysis, unfused 

1 108   2 16,3 bos ph1   complete 

3 313   Flotation 12,8 bos ph1   2 pieces, fused 

3 315 J 4 6,8 bos ph1     

  STP188     7,6 bos ph1   distal end and shaft 

3 311 I 3 8,6 bos ph2   burnt 

1 120   Flotation 2,5 bos pm3 l   

1 113   Flotation 48,2 bos tib l shaft 

  STP10     128 bos tib l distal end and shaft 

3 311 I Flotation 71,7 bos tib r proximal end, burnt 

3 310 G 2 44,4 bos tib   shaft, probably bos 

3 304 E 1 18 bos TV     

1 104 D 1 1,7 bov 1 fem r distal epiphysis, unfused 

3 304 E 4 2,6 bov 1 fem r unfused, very small, young suni? 

1 105   1 2,9 bov 1 hum r unfused, could be young bov 2 

  STP187     0,3 bov 1 incisor   mandibular 

1 109   2 0,9 bov 1 pm3 r probably Thomson’s gazelle 

1 104 D 1 7,8 bov 1 rad r   

1 109   2 5,3 bov 1 rad r proximal end 

1 112   2 1,6 bov 1 ulna l unfused to radius, probably Thomson’s gazelle  

3 311 I 3 1,1 bov 1/2 calc r possibly young OC? 

3 310 G 2 0,4 bov 1/2 fem   distal epiphysis, unfused 

3 311 I 3 2 bov 1/2 fem   femur head, unfused 

2 232   1 3,9 bov 1/2 hum r distal shaft, very small, possibly young bov 2 

1 113   1 4,8 bov 1/2 inn l 

probably Thomson’s gazelle, unfused (youngish), 

z2 and z5, burnt 

1 113   1 2,2 bov 1/2 inn l 

probably Thomson’s gazelle, unfused (youngish), 

z3, burnt 

3 311 I 4 3,4 bov 1/2 man r very small, pm unworn, charred 

1 113   1 1,8 bov 1/2 MP   unfused, burnt 

1 113   1 1,1 bov 1/2 MP   unfused, burnt 

3 311 I 3 6,6 bov 1/2 MP   burnt 

1 113   1 1,2 bov 1/2 ph1   distal end, burnt 

1 113   1 1,3 bov 1/2 ph2   complete, not burnt 

2 232   1 0,6 bov 1/2 pm3/4   maxillary 

1 108   2 1,7 bov 1/2 TV   unfused 

1 108   2 5,7 bov 1/2 TV   unfused 

  STP187     2,9 bov 1/2 TV     

1 133   2 1,5 bov 2 ast l probably OC, smallish 

3 304 E 2 3,7 bov 2 ast l possibly gerenuk, not OC 

2 238   2 1,9 bov 2 ast r   

3 305 F 3 15,1 bov 2 ast r probably Grant’s gazelle 
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3 315 J 2 2,7 bov 2 ast r probably OC 

1 116   Flotation 5,5 bov 2 atlas     

1 123   2 24,1 bov 2 atlas   probably impala 

1 104 D 2 2,5 bov 2 cranial     

1 116   Flotation 2 bov 2 cranial   juvenile horn core 

1 104 D 1 6,7 bov 2 CV     

3 304 E 2 2,7 bov 2 CV   Unfused 

3 313   Flotation 4,4 bov 2 CV   Unfused 

1 104 D 1 24,1 bov 2 fem l Unfused 

2 232   1 5,7 bov 2 fem l proximal end unfused 

2 232   Flotation 4,8 bov 2 fem l unfused, proximal shaft, lateral cutmarks x3 

3 304 E 4 3,6 bov 2 fem l proximal end 

  Section cleaning     5,2 bov 2 fem l distal epiphysis, unfused 

  STP10     10,8 bov 2 fem l unfused shaft 

3 310 G 4 1,5 bov 2 fem r proximal shaft unfused 

3 311 I 1 2,9 bov 2 fem r young OC? Unfused 

  Section cleaning     8,3 bov 2 fem r distal epiphysis, unfused 

3 304 E 1 12,2 bov 2 horn core   probably OC 

  STP10     11,3 bov 2 horn core     

1 101 B 1 2,3 bov 2 hum l unfused head, probably OC, slight charring 

1 105   1 3,1 bov 2 hum l probably OC 

1 137   1 5,7 bov 2 hum l shaft, unfused, small (young animal) 

2 228   2 10,1 bov 2 hum l distal end, unfused 

  STP10     19,9 bov 2 hum l unfused shaft, young OC? 

  STP10     10 bov 2 hum l unfused shaft, young OC? Different animal to 159 

  STP188     4 bov 2 hum l unfused, proximal tuberosity 

1 108   2 12,5 bov 2 hum r 

lightly charred with few lateral cut marks beneath 

head 

3 320 K 2 3,7 bov 2 hum r proximal head, fused, OC? 

1 116   Flotation 8,4 bov 2 hum     

2 234   2 0,5 bov 2 incisor   mandibular 

3 320 L 1 0,3 bov 2 incisor   burnt 

  STP188     0,4 bov 2 incisor   quite worn 

1 101 B 2 1,4 bov 2 inn l z2 

3 310 H 3 4 bov 2 inn l probably OC, unfused 

1 108   2 3,4 bov 2 inn r z1 

  STP188     8,8 bov 2 inn r small, Thomson’s gazelle? Not OC, fused 

2 228   2 2,6 bov 2 inn   Unfused 

1 140   1 7,5 bov 2 LB   burnt long bone shaft (small, unfused) 

2 238   2 13,8 bov 2 LV   Unfused 

3 304 E 1 5,6 bov 2 LV   probably OC 

1 104 D 2 2,9 bov 2 m1/2     

3 304 E 1 3,4 bov 2 m1/2   TWS 4/5, probably OC 

3 304 E 1 3,5 bov 2 m1/2   TWS 4/5 probably OC 

2 238   2 4,7 bov 2 man l dp3, small 

3 315 J Flotation 5 bov 2 man l z9 

1 104 E 2 2,2 bov 2 man r joint facet 

1 108   2 14,6 bov 2 man r pm2-m1 present, pm1 and pm3 broken 

2 232   1 5,7 bov 2 man r   

2 237   1 10,6 bov 2 man r dp1-3, m1 erupting 

2 237   1 14,8 bov 2 man r dp1-3, m1 in wear 

2 237   1 9,7 bov 2 man r teeth missing, similar size to above, young 

3 315 J Flotation 17,3 bov 2 man r dp4 present and m1 worn, young OC? 

  Section cleaning     9,5 bov 2 man r dp2/3/4, young OC? 

1 104 D 1 37,2 bov 2 max r complete molar row, 63mm, TWS 5 

2 238   2 13,6 bov 2 max   p3-m2 

1 112   2 1,8 bov 2 MC r proximal end 

2 228   2 7,4 bov 2 MC r unfused, shaft 

1 104 C 1 2,8 bov 2 MP   unfused distal epiphysis 
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1 105   1 2,7 bov 2 MP   unfused, distal epiphyses 

2 228   2 2,4 bov 2 MP   distal epiphysis 

2 234   2 10,5 bov 2 MP   Shaft 

3 304 E 3 3,2 bov 2 MP   distal end, fused 

3 315 J 2 3,8 bov 2 MP   unfused, probably OC 

1 104 E 2 12,6 bov 2 MT l Small 

1 104 D 1 11,2 bov 2 MT r proximal end 

  STP10     11,1 bov 2 occipital   probably OC 

1 101 B 2 1,8 bov 2 ph1   proximal end, fused 

1 105   1 2,1 bov 2 ph1   Unfused 

1 108   2 2,3 bov 2 ph1   fused, proximal epiphysis and shaft 

1 109   2 0,8 bov 2 ph1   unfused, proximal end 

1 112   2 2,4 bov 2 ph1   fused, proximal end 

1 116   Flotation 2,5 bov 2 ph1   proximal end, grants or impala 

2 232   1 2,5 bov 2 ph1   proximal end, fused 

2 234   2 2 bov 2 ph1   proximal epiphysis, unfused 

2 234   Flotation 0,5 bov 2 ph1   proximal epiphysis, unfused 

2 236   2 5,9 bov 2 ph1   large, impala? 

2 237   1 1,1 bov 2 ph1   Shaft, unfused 

3 304 E 4 1,4 bov 2 ph1   fused, possibly OC 

3 304 E Flotation 5,6 bov 2 ph1   probably OC 

3 310 H 2 4,3 bov 2 ph1   possibly impala, fused 

3 320 K 1 1,2 bov 2 ph1   probably OC 

3 324   Flotation 1 bov 2 ph1   probably OC, proximal end, fused 

  STP187     0,4 bov 2 ph1   unfused, proximal epiphysis 

1 123   2 1,4 bov 2 ph1/2     

3 303 D Flotation 0,4 bov 2 ph1/2   unfused proximal epiphysis 

3 304 E Flotation 0,8 bov 2 ph1/2     

1 104 D 2 0,7 bov 2 ph2   distal end, fused 

1 105   1 0,7 bov 2 ph2   Fused 

1 105   1 1,4 bov 2 ph2   Unfused 

1 108   2 4,4 bov 2 ph2   unfused, complete 

1 130   2 2,8 bov 2 ph2   probably OC, smallish 

2 234   Flotation 0,3 bov 2 ph2   distal end, unfused 

2 236   2 1 bov 2 ph2   Small, fused 

2 237   1 1,3 bov 2 ph2   Fused 

2 238   2 1,2 bov 2 ph2   complete 

2 238   2 1,4 bov 2 ph2   complete 

2 238   2 1,1 bov 2 ph2   complete 

3 304 E 4 1,1 bov 2 ph2   Fused 

3 309   Flotation 1,4 bov 2 ph2     

3 309   Flotation 1,5 bov 2 ph2     

  STP10     3 bov 2 ph2     

  STP12     1,2 bov 2 ph2   probably OC 

1 105   1 0,9 bov 2 ph3   Fused 

1 116   Flotation 2,3 bov 2 ph3     

2 207   2 1,8 bov 2 ph3     

2 207   2 1,3 bov 2 ph3     

2 237   Flotation 0,6 bov 2 ph3     

3 308   Flotation 1,1 bov 2 ph3     

3 309   Flotation 1,2 bov 2 ph3     

1 123   2 5,1 bov 2 rad l   

3 304 E 1 3,1 bov 2 rad l proximal end, probably OC 

3 310 H 4 3,4 bov 2 rad l OC? 

  STP12     19,2 bov 2 rad l probably OC 

  STP188     15,9 bov 2 rad r probably OC, unfused 

3 315 J Flotation 10 bov 2 rad   shaft fragment 

1 114     1,5 bov 2 rib   probably OC 

3 304 E Flotation 5,6 bov 2 sacrum   Unfused 
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3 311 I 1 1,6 bov 2 scap r young OC? Unfused 

1 104 D 1 10 bov 2 tib l proximal end, fused 

1 104 D 1 4,4 bov 2 tib l proximal end, unfused 

1 117   1 3,1 bov 2 tib l Unfused 

3 304 E 1 1,5 bov 2 tib l distal epiphysis, probably OC 

2 238   2 20,4 bov 2 tib r Shaft 

1 116   Flotation 3,7 bov 2 tv     

1 119   2 3,1 bov 2 TV     

1 119   2 4,1 bov 2 TV     

1 121   1 2,2 bov 2 TV   very burnt, probably OC 

1 121   1 2,1 bov 2 TV   very burnt, probably OC 

1 123   2 5,2 bov 2 TV     

1 123   2 3,5 bov 2 TV     

1 123   2 8,8 bov 2 TV     

1 137   1 3,8 bov 2 TV   Charred 

2 232   1 3,8 bov 2 TV     

2 232   1 2 bov 2 TV     

2 237   1 3,4 bov 2 TV     

2 238   2 4,7 bov 2 TV     

3 304 E 1 1,8 bov 2 TV   probably OC 

3 304 E 4 2,2 bov 2 TV     

3 310 G 4 2,1 bov 2 TV   Unfused 

3 315 J 2 1,8 bov 2 TV     

  Section cleaning     3,6 bov 2 TV     

  STP10     11,5 bov 2 TV     

  STP10     4,7 bov 2 TV   probably OC 

  STP188     1,2 bov 2 TV     

3 310 H 4 4,1 bov 2 ulna l OC?  

3 311 I Flotation 3,1 bov 2 ulna l Burnt 

  STP188     2,5 bov 2 ulna r probably OC, unfused 

  STP188     3,9 bov 2 ulna r probably OC, unfused 

2 203 C 1 0,2 bov 2? dp1/2   

either deciduous premolar of bovid 2 or bovid 1 

m1/2 

3 310 H 1 6,9 bov 4 ast   probably bos 

1 116   Flotation 80 bov 4 horn core   large bovid  

1 117   1 1,6 bov 4 premolar   unknown premolar 

1 104 D 2 0,7 fish cranial   medium sized 

1 113   Flotation 0,1 fish ribs   x4 

1 104 D 1 0,1 fish vert   3mm 

1 104 D 1 0,6 fish vert   11mm 

1 106   1 0,1 fish vert   small, 3mm 

1 113   Flotation 0,1 fish vert   3mm 

1 116   Flotation 2,4 fish vert   medium-large, c.15mm diameter 

1 117   1 0,7 fish vert   x7, 2-3mm 

1 127   Flotation 0,1 fish vert   5mm diameter 

2 203 D 2 0,1 fish vert   5mm diameter 

2 236   2 1,4 fish vert   12mm 

  section cleaning     1 fish vert   x3, smallish (7.5mm diameter) 

  STP10     1,5 fish vert   x8 

  STP187     0,1 fish vert   x3, 3mm 

  STP188     0,1 fish vert   3mm 

1 116   2 5,1 gaz ph1   Grant’s gazelle or impala, proximal end 

1 116   2 2,7 gaz tib r Unfused 

3 310 G 4 5,4 gerenuk scap l   

3 313   4 58,6 grants fem l distal end 

3 311 I 3 2,8 grants ph3     

3 311 I Flotation 1,6 grants ph3   Burnt 

1 104 E 2 30,5 impala hum r distal end, fused, large impala 

1 105   Flotation 15,2 impala LV     
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1 105   Flotation 15,3 impala LV     

1 116   2 5,5 OC ast r   

3 311 I 2 5,4 OC ast r   

1 112   2 22,5 OC atlas     

1 123   2 29,3 OC atlas     

2 236   2 11,6 OC atlas     

1 112   2 22 OC axis     

  Section cleaning     3,5 OC cal l   

3 311 I 4 4,2 OC calc r young OC? 

2 203 C 1 6,5 OC CV     

  Section cleaning     5,1 OC CV     

  Section cleaning     1,1 OC fem   femural head 

  Section cleaning     25,7 OC hum l distal end 

2 238   2 9,6 OC hum r   

2 203 D 1 8,7 OC inn l   

2 238   2 13,7 OC inn r 2 pieces 

2 238   2 2,7 OC LV     

  Section cleaning     4,2 OC m1/2 l TWS 3/4 

3 320 K 1 1,9 OC m1/2 r TWS 7 

  STP10     11 OC man l z9 

  STP10     2,3 OC man l m3 erupted 

  STP10     37,1 OC man r m2 erupted but unworn, dp4 still present 

  Section cleaning     27,8 OC max r P1 to M2, TWS 6 

1 104 D Flotation 13,4 OC MC r proximal end 

3 311 I 2 7,4 OC MC r proximal end 

  Section cleaning     6,1 OC MT r proximal end of shaft and head 

2 203 D 1 1,5 OC ph1     

2 203 D 2 0,5 OC ph1   distal end 

1 135   1 2,1 OC ph2 l   

2 203 D 2 0,6 OC ph2   Shaft 

3 311 I 2 2,7 OC ph2   complete, fused 

  Section cleaning     0,8 OC ph2   Fused 

  Section cleaning     2,1 OC ph3   Burnt 

3 310 G 4 3,1 OC rad l distal epiphysis unfused 

3 310 G 4 4,2 OC rad l distal shaft unfused 

  STP10     21,9 OC rad l proximal end 

  STP10     15,8 OC rad l distal end 

1 104 D 1 3,8 OC rad r distal epiphysis, unfused 

3 310 G Flotation 5,5 OC rad r Unfused 

1 135   1 4,6 OC rib l   

  STP10     5,4 OC scap l   

2 236   2 17,5 OC scap r   

1 116   2 2,7 OC tib r distal epiphysis, unfused 

2 236   2 4,5 OC tib r proximal head, unfused 

2 236   2 18,5 OC tib r proximal shaft, unfused 

  Section cleaning     17,1 OC tib r Shaft 

  STP10     14,1 OC tib r unfused, proximal end 

2 236   2 2,9 OC TV     

2 236   2 3,9 OC TV     

2 236   2 2,8 OC TV     

2 238   2 7,9 OC TV     

  STP10     9,7 OC ulna l  
3 310 G Flotation 2,7 OC ulna r Unfused 

2 236   2 0,2 rod fem l rat? 

3 323   4 0,1 rod fem l rat? 

  Section cleaning     0,1 rod fem r Mouse 

1 127   Flotation 0,1 rod incisor   rat? 

2 236   2 0,1 rod inn l complete, rat? 

2 203 C 1 0,2 rod inn r rat? 
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  Section cleaning     0,2 rod inn r Mouse 

1 114     0,1 rod man l Mouse 

  STP188     0,1 rod man r Mouse 

1 112   Flotation 0,1 rod max l Mouse 

2 203 D 2 0,2 rod tib l   

2 202   Flotation 0,2 rod tib r   

  Section cleaning     0,1 rod tib r Mouse 

3 320 L 4 0,1 rod tib   Mouse 

  Section cleaning     0,1 rod TV   Mouse 

1 117   Flotation 0,2 rod cranium   missing mandible, no teeth 

3 320 L 4 0,9 zeb incisor l mandibular, burnt 

3 315 J 4 32,5 zeb pm3/4 r low wear 

3 315 J 3 52 zeb tib l shaft fragment 

 

Table A6.10: Undiagnostic faunal remains from Lekeper from all contexts, sorted by context first 

Trench Context Spit Square Weight Description Taphonomy 

1 101 B 1 35 small bovid   

1 101 B 2 35 small bovid   

1 103     16 small bovid   

1 104 C 1 65 small bovid   

1 104 C 2 2 small bovid   

1 104 C Flotation 11 small bovid   

1 104 D 1 310 mixed bovid some charred 

1 104 D 2 17 mainly small bovid   

1 104 D Flotation 25 mainly small bovid, few fish   

1 104 E 2 66 mixed bovid   

1 104 E Flotation 3 small bovid and fish   

1 105   1 91 small bovid and fish   

1 105   2 39 mainly small bovid   

1 106   1 20 small bovid and fish   

1 106   1 1,2 tooth fragment (small bovid)   

1 106   Flotation 7,5 small bovid some burnt 

1 107   2 16 small bovid some burnt 

1 108   2 146 mixed bovid   

1 109   2 50 small bovid and fish   

1 112   2 49 small bovid   

1 112   Flotation 6 small bovid and rodent   

1 113   1 133 small bovid some burnt 

1 113   Flotation 88 mixed, bos?, fish, small bovid some charred 

1 114   1 44,8 mainly large bovid, few fish some burnt 

1 114   Flotation 10 mainly small bovid   

1 115     3 small bovid and fish   

1 116   2 28 mixed bovid some charred 

1 116   Flotation 39 mixed bovid   

1 117   1 170 mixed bovid long bone some burnt 

1 117   Flotation 31 small bovid few burnt 

1 118   2 11     

1 118   Flotation 3 small bovid and fish   

1 119   2 12 small bovid   

1 120   Flotation 25 small bovid some burnt 

1 121   1 24 small bovid vertebral fragments very burnt 

1 122   Flotation 89 mixed bovid   

1 123   2 67 mainly small bovid   

1 125   2 24 small bovid some burnt 

1 125   Flotation 32 mixed bovid some burnt 

1 127   2 4 small bovid and fish   

1 127   Flotation 6 small bovid, fish and rodent   

1 130   2 0,3 small fragments   
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1 133   2 2 small fragments   

1 135   1 58,3 mixed large/small bovid   

1 137   1 62 mainly small bovid   

1 137   1 8,5 charred bone inc. single fragment bovid 4 (bos?) charred 

1 137   1 2,9 small bovid   

1 138   2 2,9 small bovid   

1 140   2 4 small bovid some charred 

1 Section cleaning     238,9 mainly small bovid (OC?), some fish and rodent   

2 200 A 1 4,2 small bovid   

2 200 A 2 2,1 small bovid   

2 201 B 1 0,9 small bovid, some fish single charred piece 

2 201 B 2 0,8 tooth fragment, small bovid   

2 201 B 2 1,3     

2 202   1 40,8 some small bovid vertebrae frags (OC?), few fish   

2 202   Flotation 7,5   some charred 

2 203 C 1 25 mainly small bovid few charred 

2 203 C 2 39,7 mainly small bovid   

2 203 C Flotation 13,9 small bovid   

2 203 D 1 52 small bovid   

2 203 D 2 38,2 small bovid   

2 203 D Flotation 16 small bovid and fish   

2 204   2 1 small bovid   

2 207   2 0,6 small bovid   

2 211   2 0,6 small fragments   

2 213   2 0,1 tiny fragments   

2 215   2 0,3 tiny fragments   

2 217   2 0,3 1 fragment   

2 219   2 0,1 tiny fragments   

2 221   2 3 small fragments   

2 224   2 0,5 small bovid   

2 227   2 3 1 large fish bone, small bovid long bone   

2 227   Flotation 15 small bovid   

2 228   2 12 small bovid, few rodent   

2 228   2 9 small bovid few burnt 

2 228   Flotation 15 small bovid   

2 229   1 14 small bovid and rodent   

2 229   Flotation 3 small bovid and rodent   

2 232   1 290 small bovid and fish some burnt 

2 232   Flotation 29 small bovid and fish   

2 234   2 83 small bovid and fish few burnt 

2 234   Flotation 13 small bovid   

2 236   2 177 small bovid, fish and rodent some burnt 

2 237   1 180 small bovid, cranial some burnt 

2 237   Flotation 15 small bovid and fish   

2 238   2 157 small bovid   

2 238   Flotation 15 small bovid and rodent   

2 239   2 10 small fragments, inc. rodent   

2 239   Flotation 2 small fragments   

2 240   1 4 small fragments, some enamel some very burnt 

2 241   1 10 small bovid very burnt 

2 242   Flotation 0,5 small bovid, fish fragments   

2 242     0,3 small bovid   

2 243 D Flotation 2 small fragments, rodent   

2 243 D   0,3   very burnt 

2 Section cleaning     24 small fragments and small fish   

3 300 A 1 1 small, tooth fragment (small bovid)   

3 301 B 1 0,1     

3 301 B 2 0,8 enamel fragments   

3 301 B 4 0,1     
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3 301 B Flotation 0,8 enamel fragments   

3 302   3 0,1     

3 302   Flotation 0,3 tiny fragments   

3 303 C 1 2 enamel fragments   

3 303 C 2 0,5 tiny fragments   

3 303 C 3 0,7 enamel fragments   

3 303 C 4 1 Fish   

3 303 C Flotation 2 small fragments , enamel and bone some charred 

3 303 D 1 20 small bovid and fish   

3 303 D 2 27 small bovid, tooth fragments   

3 303 D 3 1 small bovid   

3 303 D Flotation 14 small bovid   

3 303 D Flotation 15 small bovid long bone shaft   

3 303 D Flotation 4 small bovid   

3 304 E 1 115 small bovid   

3 304 E 2 24 small bovid   

3 304 E 3 26 small bovid   

3 304 E 4 25 small bovid   

3 304 E Flotation 14 small bovid   

3 305 F 1 13 tooth fragments and bone, small bovid   

3 305 F 3 10 small bovid, some tooth fragments   

3 305 F 4 19 small bovid few burnt 

3 308   Flotation 4 small bovid   

3 309   Flotation 13 small bovid one fragment burnt 

3 310 G 1 47 small bovid and fish some burnt 

3 310 G 2 11 small bovid   

3 310 G 3 18 small bovid   

3 310 G 4 21 small bovid some burnt 

3 310 H 1 54 small and large bovid fragments   

3 310 H 2 19 small bovid   

3 310 H 3 50 small bovid   

3 310 H 4 7 small bovid   

3 310 H Flotation 68 small bovid some burnt 

3 311 I 1 88 small bovid mostly burnt 

3 311 I 2 191 small bovid some burnt 

3 311 I 3 17 mixed bovid   

3 311 I 4 42 small bovid   

3 311 I Flotation 225 mixed bovid   

3 312   4 10 small bovid   

3 312   Flotation 25 small bovid   

3 313   Flotation 21 small bovid   

3 314   Flotation 7 small bovid   

3 315 J 1 52 small bovid   

3 315 J 2 27 small bovid   

3 315 J 3 15 small bovid   

3 315 J 4 65 mixed bovid   

3 316   Flotation 5 small bovid   

3 316     1 small bovid   

3 317   1 13 small bovid long bone fragment   

3 317   Flotation 3 small bovid   

3 320 K 1 5 mixed bovid   

3 320 K 2 13 small bovid   

3 320 K 3 24 small bovid some burnt 

3 320 K 4 4 small bovid and rodent some burnt 

3 320 K Flotation 5 small bovid   

3 320 K Flotation 1 small bovid   

3 320 L 1 1,3 mostly small bovid   

3 320 L 2 4 small bovid some burnt 

3 320 L 3 3 small bovid   
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3 320 L Flotation 8 small bovid   

3 321 M 1 0,1     

3 321 M 3 0,1     

3 321 M 4 4 small bovid   

3 321 M Flotation 0,5 small bovid, some enamel   

3 321 N 2 0,2 small bovid   

3 321 O 1 0,2 small bovid   

3 323   4 5 small bovid and rodent   

3 324   Flotation 48 small bovid, fish, enamel fragments   

3 Section cleaning     20 small bovid   

3 Section cleaning     96 small bovid   

STP 187 STP187     119 small bovid and fish   

STP 188 STP188     615 mixed bovid and fish   

STP 188 STP188     383 mixed bovid and fish   

  STP10     525 mixed small and fish   

  STP11     3 small bovid   

  STP12     23 small bovid   

6.3 Dating of Lekeper 

The following figures provide further detail to the radiocarbon dates and the Bayesian chronological 

model of Ilchamus Lekeper. 

6.3.1 Individual AMS calibration results 

 
Figure A6.1: Calibration of radiocarbon sample Ua-54983  
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Figure A6.2: Calibration of radiocarbon sample Ua-54984 

 

 
Figure A6.3: Calibration of radiocarbon sample Ua-54985 
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Figure A6.4: Calibration of radiocarbon sample Ua-54986 

6.3.2 Posterior density estimates of the Bayesian chronological model of 

Lekeper 

 
Figure A6.5: Posterior density estimates for alpha 1 
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Figure A6.6: Posterior density estimates for theta 1 

 

 
Figure A6.7: Posterior density estimates for beta 1 
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Figure A6.8: Posterior density estimates for beta 1 

 

 
Figure A6.9: Posterior density estimates for theta 2 
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Figure A6.10: Posterior density estimates for theta 3 

 

 
Figure A6.11: Posterior density estimates for beta 2 
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Figure A6.12: Posterior density estimates for alpha 3 

 

 
Figure A6.13: Posterior density estimates for theta 4 
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Figure A6.14: Posterior density estimates for beta 3 

 



 

7 Chapter 5, additional information: Murua Olkileku 

7.1 Excavating Murua Olkileku: context and shovel-test-pit descriptions 

The following tables provide a detailed description of the contexts (deposits, fills, and cuts) recorded during excavations at Murua Olkileku and the 

description and location of shovel-test-pits dug. The information from these is the basis for the interpretation of events that took place at the site and which is 

presented in Chapter 5 of the main text. 

 

Table A7.1: Detailed descriptions of shovel-test-pits dug at Murua Olkileku 

ID Latitude Longitude No. of 

contexts 

Description of contexts (top to bottom) Inclusions Final 

depth 

Finds Notes/interpretation 

STP177 0.50049 36.09367 3 

Compact yellowish white silt (>90%); 
compact greenish brown clayey silt 

(>90%); compact light brown clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets 40 cm Lithics 

STP177 was located almost at the centre of a former livestock pen with a large accumulation of 
decomposed dung, which forms a small mound. The decomposed dung deposits are now spread 

across the site due to erosion. Our intention was to see if the pen was as archaeologically rich as 

STP10 indicated for LEK and to get a preliminary insight into how the pen was formed. 

STP178 0.50057 36.09386 2 

Pale yellowish brown silty clay (>90%); 
the difference between contexts is in 

compaction with the bottom context being 

more compact 

Occasional 

sand 45 cm 

Lithics, 

pottery 

STP178 was set at the edge of the dung mound of the livestock pen, where pottery and miniscule 
bone fragments were scattered on the surface. Bone fragments were too miniscule to be caught by 

the 5 mm sieve. A single undiagnostic body sherd and a basalt lithic were retrieved from just 

below the surface and an obsidian microlith further below.  

STP179 0.50062 36.09394 1 

Firm-to-compact light brown silt loam 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

sand 40 cm 

Lithics, 

pottery 

STP179 was set in the approximate middle of the belt between the mound and the surrounding 

Prosopis bush and 10 m NE of STP 178. The surface contained a scatter of miniscule bones, 

pottery and some lithics. Finds, which include a basalt flake and core, and two undiagnostic sherds 
were found just below the surface. The space between the livestock pen and the Prosopis growth 

had the largest concentration of artefacts and an insight into what was occurring there helped plan 

the excavations 

STP180 0.50052 36.09418 3 

Firm, pale yellow clayey silt (>90%); very 

firm orange red silty clay with 
surrounding ashy sediments (>90%); 

compact pale yellowish brown silt (>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets 30 cm 

Lithics, 
pottery, 

bone 

STP180 was set in the opening in the outer boundary of the site, defined by the Prosopis bush that 
envelops the site. A circular depression was situated just to the north of the STP. Miniscule bones 

were present on the surface. The STP revealed three contexts and was dug to a depth of 30 cm. 

The top layer was a firm, pale yellow clayey silt. About 6 cm below the surface, we encountered 
an orange red sediment with surrounding traces of ashy soil in the corner of the STP. This 

suggested we uncovered part of a hearth. The layer below consisted of a more compact pale 

yellowish brown silt, distinct at approximately 10 cm below the surface. Finds were limited to a 
single undiagnostic sherd and a single obsidian pebble, which were found just below surface, and 

18.6 g of bone. 



 

 

STP181 0.50051 36.09427 2 

Pale yellowish brown silty clay (>90%); 

the difference between contexts is in 

compaction with the bottom context being 
more compact 

Occasional 
sand 34 cm 

Lithics, 
pottery 

STP181 was set 10 m east of STP180. We retrieved a single basalt end scraper and three 

undiagnostic sherds, all from the top half of the STP. Our intention was to determine the edge of 

the site and see if any stratigraphic evidence of human habitation could be found beyond the 
Prosopis growth. 

STP182 0.50036 36.09423 2 

Pale yellowish brown silty clay 

(>90%);the difference between contexts is 

in compaction with the bottom context 
being more compact 

Occasional 

sand, 

occasional 
rootlets 25 cm 

Lithics, 
pottery 

STP182 was set 15 m south of STP181, where there was a high concentration of small sherds and 

lithics on the surface. Finds were retrieved only from the first 10 cm and included a basalt 

crescent, a flake, what is likely a jasper drill, and two undiagnostic sherds. Our intention was the 
same as with STP181 

STP183 0.50031 36.09430 2 

Pale yellowish brown silty clay 

(>90%);the difference between contexts is 

in compaction with the bottom context 

being more compact   33 cm Pottery 

STP183 was located some metres from STP182. Though pottery and lithics were scattered on the 

surface, only a single undiagnostic body sherd was retrieved from STP183.  

STP184 0.50019 36.09407 2 

Pale yellowish brown silty clay 
(>90%);the difference between contexts is 

in compaction with the bottom context 

being more compact 

Occasional 

sand 38 cm 

Lithics, 

pottery, 

bone 

STP184 was set on a slightly raised bit of ground. We retrieved 5 g of fragmented bones, which 

included a fish bone, an undiagnostic sherd, a basalt microlith, a basalt and an obsidian scraper and 
three flakes. The raised ground and its position along the projected ellipsis where the Prosopis 

boundary would continue and where in the past other vegetation grew (Figure 3.13), indicate that 

this location was inhabited, as at STP180. 

STP185 0.50033 36.09398 2 

Pale yellowish brown silty clay 

(>90%);the difference between contexts is 
in compaction with the bottom context 

being more compact 

Occasional 

sand 36 cm 

Lithics, 
pottery, 

bone 

Set in the belt between the decomposed dung mound and the Prosopis bush, the location targeted 

was covered with a rich scatter of pottery sherds, bones, and occasional lithics. A single obsidian 

flake and two undiagnostic sherds were retrieved from the first 10 cm of the STP, while 3 g of 
highly fragmented bone were found throughout the STP. Our intention was to get an insight into 

activities between the decomposed dung and the Prosopis growth 

STP186 0.50039 36.09442 1 Compact, pale yellowish brown clayey silt 

Occasional 

sand 80 cm   

STP186 was set 20 m east of STP182, where a few finds littered the surface. It contained no finds. 

Our goal was to get further insight into possible activities beyond the Prosopis growth. 

 

Table A7.2: Description of deposits and fills in Trench 1 at Murua Olkileku 

Context 

Fill or 

deposit Compaction Colour 

Munsell 

value Composition Inclusions 

Horizontal 

extent Thickness Spits Above Below 

Equal 

to Finds Notes/Interpretation 

100 Deposit Very loose Reddish brown 5YR 5/4 Loamy silt (>90%) 

Moderate 

sand, 

occasional 

rootlets 3x2 m 3 cm A [101] 

(103), 

(104), 

(108), 

(109)   

Pottery, 
lithics, 

bone, 

metal, 

charcoal 

Modern topsoil. Very loose soil disturbed from 

cattle trampling and general human activity. 

Contained a few lithics, many sherds, some bone 

and an arrowhead 

102 Fill Very loose         50x50 cm 30 cm     [101]     Refill of STP180 

103 Deposit Loose 

Pale brown or 
very pale 

brown with a 

greyish hue 

10YR 6/3 

to 10YR 

7/3 Silt (>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets, 
occasional 

charcoal 

flecks 119x93 cm 2-5 cm   (100) 

(105), 

(106)   

Pottery, 

bones 

Ash layer. The composition of the layer with a 

higher content of charcoal than any other context, 
its colour, the commonality of bones, and the 

layer overlying and surrounding the hearth (105) 
together indicate that this was an ash deposit. The 

deposit was unevenly spread, showing that it was 

moved or thrown away from the hearth. The 
bones, which were usually in groups, came from 

small bovids, ovicaprines and Bos and were likely 

the remains of meals.  

104 Fill Loose Strong brown 7.5YR 5/6 

Slightly loamy silt 

(>90%) 

Moderate 

sand, 

113x105 

cm 2-12 cm   (100) [110]   

Pottery, 
lithics, 

bone 

Bioturbation. This layer was the result of 
disturbance from bioturbation due to roots and 

insect activity, which was still ongoing at the time 



 

occasional 

rootlets 

of the excavation, and possibly from someone or 

something burrowing or digging through the soil. 

Disturbance was visible from the uneven profile 
of the deposit and its cut [110]. The fill contained 

a single lithic and a single sherd, and a small 

fragment of a bone from a small bovid.  

105 Deposit Compact 

Red to reddish 

brown 

2.5YR 4/6 
to 2.5YR 

4/4 Clayey silt (>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets 36x32 cm 4 cm   (103) (111)   Bones 

Hearth. The clayey silt was baked into a red or 
reddish brown compact sediment. The sediment 

broke into compact clumps, and fissures were 

present throughout the feature and occasionally 

miniscule rootlets were running through it. It was 

36 x 32 cm in size, though it continued into the 

section. However, much of the feature was 
removed with STP180. Only a small fish bone 

fragment was recovered from the feature. 

106 Deposit Firm 

Light 

yellowish 

brown, 
yellowish 

brown, strong 

brown, light 

brown, reddish 

brown, and 

light grey 

10YR 6/4, 

10YR 5/4, 

7.5YR 5/6, 

7.5YR 6/4, 

5YR 5/4, 

10YR 7/2 

In general a clayey 
silt, but paler and 

greyer sediments 

were ashier, redder 

sediments 

contained more 

sand 

Moderate 

sand, 

occasional 

rootlets 3x2 m 4-15 cm B-D 

(103), 

(108), 

(109), 

[110] 

(107), 
[113], 

[114], 

[115], 

[116], 

[117], 

[118]   

Pottery, 
lithics, 

pumice,  

burnt 

earth, 

bones, 

stone 

Occupation layer. This firm deposit comprised 
multiple different lenses of sediments forming a 

patchwork of colours. Though comprised of 

heterogeneous sediments, these were defined as a 
single context because of the mixing between 

these sediments. Such a composition of the layer 

resembles basketloading, commonly encountered 

on North American pre-Columbian sites, where 

basket-loads of different coloured soils were 

deposited next to each other to create mounds. 
Rather than only intentional deposition, the 

patchwork observed here was also caused by 

dispersal of sediments through wind and walking, 
as the lenses were very thin. However, there were 

clearly definable larger deposits embedded 

within, such as (119)=(120) and (112). It was 
unevenly distributed in the trench, being between 

4 and 7 cm thick in the southwestern part of the 

trench, but up to 15 cm thick in the northeastern 

part where a depression was present, indicating 

that the sediment was moved around and getting 

caught in the lower-lying parts. The layer was one 
of the richer contexts, though it was also the 

thickest. Spits B and C extended over most of the 

trench, while spit D covered less than 1 m2. 
However, most of the finds were found in the 

western half of the trench where the deposit was 

relatively thin. Disturbance included moderate 
rootlets in spit C and a large root from Prosopis 

was also present. Ants were also present, their 

nest likely some metres east of the trench. Finds 

included pottery, lithics, pumice, fragments of 

burnt earth, and bones from small and large 

bovids, ovicaprines, and fish. Also found were a 



 

 

drilled piece of stone and within the layer was 

also a relatively large amount of rocks, which are 

generally absent in this location.  

107 Deposit Compact 
Strong brown 
to brown 

7.5YR 5/6 

to 7.5YR 
5/4 Silt (>90%) 

Very 
occasional 

sand, 

occasional 
rootlets 80x100 cm 2 cm   (106) (111)   

Metal, 
bones 

The layer was in many cases similar to (111), 

which it overlay, slightly differing in colour and 

compaction. It included a spear point and small 
charred fish bone fragments.  

108 Deposit Loose 

Yellowish 

brown to 

brownish 
yellow 

10YR 5/6 

to 10YR 
6/6 Silt (>90%)   25x20 cm 3 cm   (100) (106)     

Ash layer. This small feature was a small patch 

of ash, though slightly mixed with other 

sediments resulting in a yellowish brown or 

brownish yellow colour. It was 3 cm thick and 

sub-round in shape. No finds were retrieved from 
this context. 

109 Deposit Firm Reddish brown 5YR 5/4 

Slightly loamy silt 

(>90%) 

Moderate 

sand 200x30 cm 3 cm   (100) (109)     

This 3 cm thin lens extended across the trench as 

a 30 cm wide line similar to the slightly loamy silt 

topsoil, but of firm instead of loose compaction. 

111 Deposit 

Compact to 

very compact Brown 7.5YR 5/4 Clayey silt (>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 

occasional 

rootlets 3x2 m 

Up to 30 

cm 

excavated E-G 

(105), 

(107), 

(124)     

Pottery, 
lithics, 

bones, 

metal 

Basal layer. Context (111) represented a basal 

layer and it was dug in three spits to confirm that 

there was no further evidence of human presence. 
Finds were few, mostly unidentifiable bone 

fragments from small bovids, fish, and a cranial 

fragment from a large bovid. We also retrieved a 
spear point, a small sherd and two pieces of 

debitage. The vast majority of items were 

retrieved from spit E. 

112 Deposit Loose 

Black, light 

grey, very dark 
brown 

10YR 2/1, 

10YR 7/2, 
7.5YR 2.2 Silt (>90%) 

Occasional 

sand, 

occasional 
rootlets 13x8 cm 3 cm   (106) (106)     

Ash. This feature consisted of loose silt of black, 

light grey and very dark brown colour. The 

feature was positioned within context (106), 
pointing to the basketloading nature of that 

context, but it stood out due to the inclusion the 

black discolouration. The feature did not contain 
any finds. 

119 Deposit Loose Light grey 10YR 7/2 Silt (>90%) 
Occasional 
rootlets 60x90 cm 2-6 cm   

(106), 
(122) (106) (120) 

Lithics, 
bones 

Ash layer. This ash deposit was embedded in 

(106) and mixed with it towards its edges. Though 

initially seen as a separate ashy deposit from 
(120) and separated by (106), (119) and (120) 

were connected at the base. However, (106) was 

also stratigraphically below (120), pointing to the 
nature of (106) as a mix of various different 

materials. The layer had a very uneven shape in 

plan. The limited mixing with (106) that was 
observed in this deposit was caused by small root 

disturbance. Only a small lithic and a few grams 

of unidentifiable bones from a small mammal 
were recovered. 

120 Deposit Loose Light grey 10YR 7/2 Silt (>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets 60x90 cm 2-6 cm   

(106), 

(122) (106) (119) 

Lithics, 

bones Ash layer. See (119). 



 

121 Deposit Loose 

Light 

yellowish 

brown 10YR 6/4 Silt (>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets 19x28 cm 3 cm   (106) (106)     

Ash. This was a small silty ash deposit of loose 

compaction and light yellowish brown colour 

(though paler in situ) with occasional rootlets. 

122 Deposit Loose 

Strong brown 

with a more 

reddish hue in 
situ 7.5YR 5/6 

Silt (>80%), sand 
(10%) 

Common 
rootlets 60x80 cm 1-8 cm     

(119), 
(120)   Bones 

Bioturbation. This context is a clear recent 
bioturbation and a large root ran through the 

context. No finds, apart from small mammal 

bones of which one was clearly a rodent, were 
retrieved. 

124 Deposit 

Very 

compact Brown 7.5YR 5/4 Clayey silt (>90%) 

Occasional 
sand, 

occasional 

rootlets 

290x200 

cm 1-4 cm   

[113], 
[114], 

[115], 

[116], 
[117], 

[118], 

[123] (111)   

Lithics, 

bones 

Floor level/living space area. This context has 

the same properties as (111) and in essence is the 

same deposit. However, in contrast to (111), (124) 

was significantly more compacted and the surface 

was smoothed, appearing “polished” and 
reflecting sunlight. It covered much of the eastern 

half of the trench, creating a sub-circular shape, 

and largely followed a depression that was 
already visible on the surface, though (124) is 

slightly larger. It is interpreted as a floor level or a 

living space area, the compression and polish 
likely caused by continued pressure of weight 

from humans. Finds included small bovid bones 

and a Bos tooth, and a few lithics. 

 

Table A7.3: Description of cuts in Trench 1 at Murua Olkileku 

Context 

Shape in 

plan Corners Dimensions Depth 

Break of 

slope - 

top Sides Base Orientation Truncation 

Fill 

no. Above Below 

Equal 

to Notes/interpretation 

101 Square 

At right 

angles 50x50 cm 30 cm 

Clear, 

sharp 

Vertical, 

straight Flat   No (102) (102) (100)   STP180 

110 Sub-circular None 105x86 cm 15 cm 

Rounded 

break of 
slope 

Gently sloping, 
uneven sides Uneven   No (104) (104) (106)   Bioturbation. See (104) 

113 Sub-square Rounded 16x18 cm 10 cm 

Clear, 
sharp 

break 

Vertical on 

three sides, 
very steep on 

fourth side Flat   No (106) (106) (124)   

Post hole (?). The shape indicates that this was possibly a post 

hole, however, its fill included some bones. 

114 Square 

Slightly 

rounded 24x24 cm 16 cm 

Clear, 
sharp 

break 

Vertical or 

almost vertical 

Flat with 
a light 

slope   No (106) (106) (124)   

Post hole (?). The shape indicates that this was possibly a post 

hole and the fill included a rock, which is common for post holes 
but these are rare in the vicinity. It was equal distance from [113] 

and [115]. 

115 Sub-square 

At right 

angles, 

rounded 14x14 cm 10 cm 

Clear, 
sharp 

vertical 

break 

Vertical sides 

at right angle Concave   No (106) (106) (124)   

Post hole (?). The shape indicates that this was possibly a post 

hole like cuts [113] and [114], however that remains unclear. 

116 
Sub-square 
to oval Rounded 16x15 cm 15 cm 

Clear, 
sharp 

Vertical with a 
step on one side 

Slightly 
concave   No (106) (106) (124)   

Post hole (?). According to its description, it fits with the other 
post holes, though unclear if it is a post hole or a bioturbation. 



 

 

vertical 

break 

117 

Sub-

rectangular 
to oval 

No clear 
corners 10x13 cm 13 cm Sharp Vertical sides Flat   No (106) (106) (124)   Post hole (?). Similar to other post holes in size and shape 

118 

Almost 

pentagonal 

Rounded 

and more 
than 90 

degrees 14x14 cm 5 cm 

Clear, 
sharp 

break 

Slightly 

concaving, 
undercutting on 

one side Concave   No (106) (106) (124)   

Bioturbation. Has a side that is undercut and an almost 

pentagonal shape, indicating it is most likely a bioturbation. Does 
not fit the description of post hole features observed at the same 

depth.  

123 

Random, 

uneven 
annulus No 57x31 cm 13 cm 

No clear 

break of 
slope Concave Concave   No (106)   (124)   

Bioturbation - elephant shrew nest. This cut had an uneven 

shape in plan, had no clear corners and continued into the section. 
It is best described as an annulus (doughnut ring) with a single 

tunnel leading to it. The sides of the cut were concave as was the 

base and no clear slope breaks are evident. Though filled by (106), 
the fill was in fact almost absent. This cut is best interpreted as an 

elephant shrew nest, the interpretation strengthened by the fact 

that live specimens were found the morning following the 
uncovering of the cut.  

 

Table A7.4: Description of deposits and fills in Trench 2 at Murua Olkileku 

Context 

Fill or 

deposit Compaction Colour 

Munsell 

value Composition Inclusions 

Horizontal 

extent Thickness Spits Above Below 

Equal 

to Finds Notes/Interpretation 

300 Deposit Loose Dark brown 7.5YR 5/4 

Dry, 

decomposing 
dung (>90%) 

Small sticks, 
seeds, insects 2x1 m 5 cm     (301)     

Decomposing cattle dung. This context consisted of 

dry, loose, undecomposed dung with digested grass 

fibres still visible. Occasional compacted pieces were 
mixed with it, dislodged from (301) below. Solid 

organic inclusions included small sticks (from 

digestion), dead insects, and seeds. The context was less 
than a year old and contained no archaeological finds. 

301 Deposit Compact Dark brown 7.5YR 4/4 
Decomposing 
dung (>90%) 

Small sticks, 

seeds, insects, 

occasional 
rootlets 2x1 m 4 cm A (300) (302)   

Lithics, 
bone 

Decomposing cattle dung. This was a layer of compact, 

decomposing dung. The deposit was less than a year old, 
and formed through daily defecation and trampling by 

cattle over a period of a few months. A single lithic was 

recovered as well as a bone fragment from a small 
bovid. 

302 Deposit Firm Brownish yellow 10YR 6/6 
Clayey silt 
(>90%) 

Moderate 
rootlets 2x1 m 7-12 cm B (301) (303)   

Lithics, 

bone, 

uncharred 
seeds 

Decomposed dung. The layers formed through the 

decomposition of cattle dung, which was deposited 

approximately in the first decade of the 20th century 
according to oral accounts. The deposit included a few 

lithics, some uncharred seeds, and a Bos tooth. It was 

similar to other deposits formed through the 
decomposition of dung observed throughout Baringo. 

303 Deposit Compact Olive brown 2.5YR 4/4 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Occasional 

rootlets 2x1 m 4-5 cm C (302) (304)   Lithics 

Decomposed dung. This layer was of an olive brown to 

greenish colour (2.5YR 4/4) that was looser at the top 

and became compact at the bottom. The deposit was 

formed from decomposed dung, as (302); the difference 



 

in colour is likely the result of different conditions of 

decomposition. Finds were restricted to a few lithics. 

304 Deposit Compact Strong brown 7.5UR 5/8 

Clayey silt 

(>90%) 

Moderate 

coarse  sand, 

occasional 

stones, 
occasional 

rootlets 2x1 m 

Up to 56 
cm 

excavated D-H (303)     Lithics 

Basal layer. This deposit that was dug in five spits. 

Among the identified inclusions were large sand 
fragments of 1-2 mm in diameter. Light bioturbation in 

the form of burrows was also present and the deposit 

included iron and manganese concretions in all but spit 
E. These concretions evidence the presence of water, 

substantiated by the presence of coarse sand. We 

retrieved 10 lithics from this layer, five of which came 

from spit D and three from spit E. Small fragments of 

unidentifiable bones were found, belonging to fish and a 

small bovid. A small charred mammal bone was found 
in spit G. Some of this material could have been moved 

down through bioturbation.  
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7.2 Faunal remains from Murua Olkileku 

The following table provides a bulk description of undiagnostic bones from each context. As stated in 

the main text, fish were not diagnosed due to inexperience of the analyst with such material. The 

bones were analysed and recorded by Oliver Boles. 

 

Table A7.5: Undiagnostic faunal remains from Murua Olkileku from all contexts, sorted by context first 

Trench Context Spit Square Weight Description Taphonomy 

1 100 A 1 2,9 small bone fragments, some enamel, small mammal and fish   

1 100 A 2 1,8 small fragments, small mammal   

1 100 A 3 3,5 small fragments, enamel   

1 100 A 4 1,7 enamel and one tooth fragment (small bovid?)   

1 100 A 6 1,7 bone, mammal, small bovid?   

1 100 A 7 1,2 1 piece of bone   

1 103   Flotation 16,5 bone and enamel (small bovid enamel fragment x1)   

1 103     50 small bovid, bione and enamel   

1 104   7 3 bone, small bovid   

1 104   Flotation 3,1 bone and enamel (small bovid enamel fragment x1)   

1 105   Flotation 0,1 tiny fragments, fish   

1 106 B 1 56,5 small bovid, rodent. Bone and enamel   

1 106 B 2 8,1 bone mixed mammal   

1 106 B 3 7,2 bone, small bovid and fish   

1 106 B 4 5,7 bone, small bovid   

1 106 B 6 32,6 small bovid (OC?)   

1 106 B 7 5,4 bone, small bovid   

1 106 B Flotation 23,3 small bovid and fish   

1 106 C 1 9,6 bone, fish and mammal long bone fragment (large bovid)   

1 106 C 2 1,6 bone, small   

1 106 C 3 3,8 small bone 1x charred frag 

1 106 C 4 1,1 small bovid   

1 106 C 6 9,2 bone, small mammal, vertebra fragment charred 

1 106 C 7 19,1 small bovid   

1 106 C Flotation 9,2 bone, some rodent   

1 106 D 2 25,5 small bovid   

1 106 D F 2 small fragments   

1 107   1 0,4 small fragments, fish charred 

1 111 E 1 0,8 small bovid   

1 111 E 3 0,4 small bovid   

1 111 E 6 36,3 large bovid cranial fragments   

1 111 E Flotation 0,8 fish, small fragments   

1 111 F Flotation 0,1 tiny fragment x1   

1 111 G   1,8 bone, small bovid and fish   

1 120   7 0,9 bone charred 

1 120   Flotation 3,8 bone and enamel, small mammal   

1 122   Flotation 2,1 small mammal, rodent   

1 122     0,8 small bone   

1 124   6 6,4 small bovid   

1 124   7 3,6 small bovid, long bone fragments   

1 124     1,4 small fragments   

1 301     1,5 small bovid   

1 304 D Flotation 0,6 small fragments, fish   

1 304 E Flotation 0,7 small bovid   

1 304 F Flotation 0,1 tiny, fish   

1 304 G Flotation 0,2 small fragment, mammal charred 

 


