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Slavic textbook series continued 
 
In 2012, the Department of Modern Languages launched a new series of handbooks and 
textbooks entitled Slaviska handböcker och läromedel (ed. Jussi Nuorluoto), which is 
intended to be used in instruction at different levels within bachelor, master and graduate 
programmes. As the books are written in Swedish, they are used in Sweden, Norway, and 
Finland (in the latter case, for Swedish-speaking students). 
  
The first volume, J. Nuorluoto’s De slaviska standardspråkens framväxt: idéhistoriska 
kontexter och concept, 2012, is a comprehensive manual containing a modest number of 
examples from individual Slavic languages. Thus, it can be read by non-Slavists as well. The 

focus of the first volume is on the circumstances under 
which the modern Slavic standard languages were 
created across centuries. This means that the book 
aims to present the background of the individual 
standard languages in space and time. Moreover, it 
focuses on what the standard languages are not. In the 
majority of cases, they are constructions that do not 
coincide with natural speech, i.e., the languages that 
are normally taught in courses. 
 
The second volume, P. Saurio’s and J. Nuorluoto’s 
Kortfattad rysk språkhistoria, 2016, is intended to be 
used in lower-level courses on Russian historical 
development and aims to follow the path of Russian 
from Indoeuropean times up to the age of 
Romanticism, i.e., up to the end of the 18th century. 
The use of this book requires a relatively advanced 
level of fluency in Russian, since the speech material is 
largely based on dialectal material. The book is 

nevertheless useful, since it is based upon questions such as why Russian has seemingly 
irregular forms in modern Standard Russian. This means that the irregularities are not so 
irregular from the point of view of older Russian. During previous centuries, irrregularities 
were rules.  
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A third volume is underway, planned to be published in 2017, with the title Slavisk diakron 
ljudlära by J. Nuorluto. It will provide insight into the overall phonetic and phonological 
development of all the Slavic languages and dialects, and it is intended as a manual for higher 
university levels (master and graduate). Because higher-level students are master or doctoral 
students in Slavic languages (at least at Uppsala University), and not solely in one language 
(which is the case at lower levels), the book aims to teach students to understand why and 
how the Slavic languages have developed individual divergences. Moreover, the question of 
how these discrepancies have developed is at the centre of the book. This book is not only a 
compilation of existing theories, but also includes the author’s own conclusions.  
 
 
Daniela Assenova honoured by the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences 
	  

In June, Daniela Assenova, a lecturer in Bulgarian at 
the Department of Modern Languages, was awarded 
a badge of honour by the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences. The distinction, received by our colleague 
in Sofia, was given for her general contribution to 
Bulgarian studies in Sweden, for developing and 
teaching online language courses at Uppsala 
University, as well as for the popularisation of the 
Bulgarian culture.  
 

          

 
Award for best degree thesis in Russian studies 
 
In August, Christoffer Mankell, graduate of Uppsala University’s Russian programme, was 
awarded the Swedish Association of Slavists’ award for best undergraduate or master’s thesis 
in Slavic Studies defended at a Swedish university during the period Fall 2014-Spring 2016. 
Mankell’s thesis is entitled “Collectivism and Materialism in A.P. Platonov’s Kotlovan” and 
was supervised by Julie Hansen, Associate Professor, Uppsala University. 
 
 
Onuphrius symposium  
 
On September 2nd, an international symposium was hosted by Karine Åkerman Sarkisian, 
Senior Lecturer in Russian. The symposium, entitled “The Onuphrius Narrative in East and 
West: The Hagiographic and Iconographic Traditions of the Byzantine Vita of St. Onuphrius” 
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initiated an interdisciplinary dialogue between scholars from different countries. The 
discussion encompassed a variety of linguistic and theoretical perspectives on the Onuphrius 
narrative, with a focus on both textual and iconographic aspects of this hagiographic tradition. 
 
 
Visit from the Nobel laureate in literature 
 
At the very end of 2015, Uppsala University welcomed 
Svetlana Alexievich, the new Nobel laureate in literature. 
The Belarusian author, who writes in Russian, paid a visit to 
the Carolina Rediviva library, where an exhibit devoted to 
her work was inaugurated in her presence. Accompanied by 
faculty members from the Department of Modern Languages, 
she acquainted herself with some of the rare items in the 
library’s collection. Here, she is pictured alongside Irina 
Lysén, as they examine one of the Old Slavic manuscripts 
housed in Carolina Rediviva.  
 
	  


