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Two Doctoral Dissertations 2015 

 
On 9 June, Magnus Dahnberg defended his doctoral thesis Tolkmedierade samtal som rollspel 
(‘Interpreter-mediated Conversations as Role Play’).  

This thesis draws on three sets of recordings of Swedish-Russian interpreter-mediated 
conversations, carried out as role-plays. First, scripted role-plays, 
performed as part of the Swedish state interpreter certification test, 
involving candidate interpreters and officials from the governmental 
body providing these tests. Secondly, both scripted and non-scripted 
role-plays, performed during interpreter training courses at the Swedish 
Armed Forces’ Language School. And thirdly, non-scripted role plays 
organized in order to explore differences in style between more and less 
experienced official negotiators, working at a high international 
diplomatic level, for Sweden and Russia respectively, assisted by 
interpreters. The thesis adopts a text-oriented as well as an interactionist 
approach to interpreter-mediated interaction and compares the 
management of turn-taking and repair sequences in the three types of 
settings, focusing particularly on how the presence or absence of a    
script affects turn-taking and the unfolding of repair sequences. 

 
 
On 19 September 2015, My Svensson defended her doctoral thesis ‘A Machine for Living’. 
Urban Domesticity in Polish Literature and Cinema 1969–2008.  

The aim of this dissertation is to study urban domesticity in Polish film and literature 
against the background of the political and social transformations that have taken place in 
recent decades. The study begins with the so-called belle époque of the Polish People’s 
Republic and the decade of Edward Gierek, and continues through the political upheavals, 
period of martial law, and system transformation of 1989 and the following two decades, 
which have been marked by the introduction of democracy, global capitalism, consumerism, 
etc.   
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9 MAGNUS DAHNBERG
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The primary sources consist of almost thirty literary and cinematic 
works from various genres covering a period of forty years – twenty 
before the system change, and twenty after.  
      Their common denominator is their setting in the socialist 
housing projects (blokowisko).  The dissertation places itself in the 
field of geocriticism and literary/cinematic spatiality. The object of 
the study is the ̒social space’ (Henri Lefebvre) of the urban home, and 
the main analytical frames are spatial representations and narrative 
space, which are viewed as important in shaping both character and 
plot. The analysis also draws from cultural theory by Michel 
Foucault, Marc Augé, Mikhail Bakhtin, Mircea Eliade, and Loïc 
Wacquant. 

The dissertation detects a shift in the representations of the urban home that indicates that 
the home has become more private and secluded after 1989, also suggesting that a spatial and 
social marginalization of the socialist housing projects has occurred. These findings are 
interpreted as consistent with theories in human geography on changes in the perception and 
experience of space due to global paradigm shifts and changes in the production system. 

 
WORKSHOP Cross-Cultural Exchange in Early Modern Europe: 
The Translation of West European Newspapers into Russian (1600–
1725) 
 
The research project Cross-Cultural Exchange in Early Modern Europe: The Translation 
of West European Newspapers into Russian (1600–1725), funded by the Swedish Foundation 
for Humanities and Social Sciences and led by prof. Ingrid Maier, arranged a workshop in 
Uppsala on 12–13 June 2015. The workshop’s title was “Newspapers and Beyond: 
Correspondence Networks and Cultural Exchange in Early Modern Europe”. Sixteen scholars 
from England, Estonia, France, Germany, Italy, Russia, Sweden, and the United States 
participated with presentations and/or as discussants. 
 
 
SYMPOSIUM Inverted Runes: New Perspectives on Literary 
Translingualism 
 
The international interdisciplinary symposium Inverted Runes: New Perspectives on Literary 
Translingualism was held at Uppsala University on 4-5 September 2015. The organizers were 
Julie Hansen, Associate Professor of Slavic Languages, and Michael Boyden, Associate 
Professor of English. The keynote lecturers were Steven G. Kellman, who spoke on the topic 
“Does translingualism matter?”, and Rebecca Walkowitz, whose lecture was entitled “The 
other language”. Eighteen papers were presented by scholars from Finland, France, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland and the United States. The program also included a 
network meeting to develop international cooperation within the research field. 
 
 
 
 

MY SVENSSON

‘A Machine for Living’
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LITERARY EVENING devoted to the work of Svetlana 
Aleksievič  

A literary evening devoted to the work of the 2015 Nobel laureate in literature Svetlana 
Aleksievič was held at the Faculty of Languages at Uppsala 
University on 9 November 2015. The translator Kajsa 
Öberg Lindsten and the documentary filmmaker Staffan 
Julén discussed Svetlana Aleksievič’s work. Öberg 
Lindsten read an excerpt from one of Aleksievič’s texts, 
and Julén showed clips from his current film project about 
Aleksievič. The discussion was moderated by Julie Hansen, 
Associate Professor of Slavic Languages. This event was 
well-attended, with over 100 audience members. 

 
AWARDS 
 
At a reception at the Embassy of Poland in Stockholm on 27 February 2015, Professor 

Małgorzata Anna Packalén Parkman received the order of 
honour “Bene merito”, conveyed by the Ambassador of 
Poland, Mr Wiesław Tarka. The “Bene merito” honorary 
distinction is conferred upon citizens of the Republic of 
Poland as well as foreign nationals in recognition of their 
merits in promoting Poland abroad. “Bene merito” is 
awarded by the Minister of Foreign Affairs at the Minister’s 
own initiative, or upon the request of other ministers or 
heads of foreign missions.  
 
The Early Slavic Studies Association (ESSA) has awarded 
its 2014 book prize to Christine Watson for her dissertation 
Tradition and Translation: Maciej Stryjkowski’s Polish 
Chronicle in Seventeenth-Century Russian Manuscripts, 
which she defended in 2012. 
 
The Royal Society of Humanities in Uppsala has awarded 
this year’s Westin Prize to Dr. My Svensson for her 

dissertation, entitled ‘A Machine for Living’: Urban Domesticity in Polish Literature and 
Cinema 1969–2008. The Westin Prize is awarded each year to the best dissertation defended 
at the Uppsala University’s Faculties of History, Philosophy and Linguistics. 

 

 

 


