
Slovo. Journal of Slavic Languages, Literatures and Cultures                                                                           ISSN 2001–7395 
No. 55, 2014, pp. 215–217 
 

 215 

News from Uppsala 

Christine Watson (ed.) 
Department of Modern Languages, Uppsala University 

christine.watson@moderna.uu.se 

 

Małgorzata Anna Packalén Parkman receives pedagogical award 

Uppsala University’s pedagogical award for 2014 in the 
areas of theology, the humanities and teacher education 
went to Professor Małgorzata Anna Packalén Parkman. 
The motivation cites her role as a leading figure for 
Polish language and culture at Uppsala University and her 
ability to inspire and motivate her students. She has 
developed successful internet courses, bridging physical 
distance through feedback and creative forms of in-
struction and examination, and also supporting students’ 
active participation in their learning. 

 
 

New publication 

The book Punishment as a Crime? Perspectives on 
Prison Experience in Russian Culture, edited by Julie 
Hansen and Andrei Rogatchevski, has been published in 
Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis: Uppsala Studies on 
Eastern Europe. This collection of articles offers new 
perspectives on the phenomenon of prison experience in 
Russia and beyond, drawing on both factual and fictional 
source material. A number of scholarly approaches in-
form the chapters of this volume, coming from literary 
and cultural studies, film and gender studies, philosophy, 
psychology, and economic history. The first part, entitled 

“Prison Realities,” provides a factual overview of conditions of forced labor and 
confinement during the Stalin and Putin eras. The second, “Reactions and Represen-
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tations,” examines a number of cultural responses to prison experience in Russia, from 
the nineteenth through the twenty-first century. The third, “Comparative Dimensions,” 
broadens the focus to include accounts of prison experience originating from contexts 
outside Russia. The book contains contributions from Helena Goscilo, Andrea 
Gullotta, Martin Kragh, Inessa Medzhibovskaya, Andrei Rogatchevski, Igor Sutyagin 
and Sarah J. Young. A fulltext electronic version of the book is available at Uppsala 
University’s website. 
 

Conference on translation studies 

On 3–7 June 2014, Uppsala University hosted the 
international conference “Translation in Russian 
Contexts: Transcultural, Translingual and Trans-
disciplinary Points of Departure,” organized by 
Julie Hansen and Susanna Witt. By bringing to-
gether leading scholars within the fields of Slavic 
Studies and Translation Studies, the conference 
transcended traditional disciplinary boundaries and 
aimed to illuminate the theory, practice and history 
of translation in various Russian contexts from a 

variety of scholarly perspectives. In addition to approximately 50 papers, keynote 
lectures were delivered by Brian Baer, Alexandra Borisenko, Katerina Clark, Harsha 
Ram, Maria Tymoczko and Adrian Wanner. 

 

Memorial seminar 

On 26 May 2014, a one-day seminar was organised in memory of Professor Sven 
Gustavsson (1938–2013). The event took place in Uppsala University’s main building 
and attracted a substantial number of Professor Gustavsson’s former colleagues, 
friends and students. The organising committee was especially happy to welcome Mrs. 
Marianne Gustavsson as a guest of honour at the seminar. 

During the first of four sessions, following an introduction by Prof. Em. Ulla Birge-
gård, Prof. E. V. Padučeva gave a talk on the topic “Slavjanskij tip aspektual'nosti i 
russkie otglagol'nye imena”. This was followed by talks on pluriactional verbs, by 
Prof. Witold Maciejewski, and on the reception of Wisława Szymborska’s poetry in 
Sweden by Prof. M. Anna Packalén Parkman. 

The second session opened with a talk by Prof. Gustavsson’s successor in Uppsala, 
Prof. Jussi Nuorluoto, on early Slavic phonological history. This was followed by Dr. 
Karine Åkerman Sarkisian who presented her work on a 17th-century version of the 
Life of St. Onuphrius, and by Prof. Ingrid Maier who spoke about Grigorij Kotošichin. 

The third session contained talks by Prof. Per Arne Bodin (Ivan the Terrible, Repin 
and Russia Today), Dr. Madlena Norberg (The Sorbs in 2014) and Dr. Maria Zadenc-
ka (The Melancholy Journeys of Tomasz Różycki).  
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The seminar concluded with talks by Prof. Birgitta Englund Dimitrova (On Bul-
garian–Swedish translation), Dr. Daniela Assenova (On Bulgarian poetry in Sweden), 
and Prof. Tamara Lønngren (On the Russian verb vzjat').    

In the evening, the participants were invited to a dinner at the Department of 
Modern Languages.   

 

Seminar about Nicolaus Bergius 

On 20–21 November 2014, Ulla Birgegård, Prof. Em. in Slavic languages, and Monica 
Hedlund, Prof. Em. in Latin, organized a symposium at Uppsala University Library. 
The subject of the symposium was Nicolaus Bergius, Superintendent General of 
Livonia in the early 18th century, the author of a dissertation about the Russian 
Orthodox Church, and one of the greatest donors of Slavic manuscripts and prints to 
Uppsala University Library. Prof. Birgegård and Prof. Hedlund are now preparing the 
publication of his 1704 dissertation in an English translation with commentary. 

The symposium included presentations that approached the subjects of Nicolaus 
Bergius, the Russian Orthodox Church and Livonia from historical, bibliographical, 
theological and linguistic perspectives, and it was attended by both scholars and libra-
ry staff. 

 

Polish reestablished as major 

For several years Polish has only been offered as a minor field of study at Uppsala 
University. After a decision by the Vice-Chancellor in December 2013, it is now once 
again possible to choose Polish as a major for a bachelor’s degree. 

 

National Meeting of Swedish Slavists 

On 23–24 May 2014, the Uppsala Slavists hosted a national meeting on teaching 
Slavic languages and literatures. The meeting was held in Sigtuna and was attended by 
35 participants from six Swedish universities. Discussions concerned topics such as 
the status of Slavic Studies at the respective universities and possible areas of co-
operation in undergraduate and graduate education. 

 


