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Editorial: The Conference of Nordic Slavists and Beyond  
 

This year’s Slovo bears the hallmark of the 19th Conference of Nordic Slavists, held in 
Bergen, Norway on August 7–11th, 2013. At the same time, it reaches beyond it. Eight 
articles are based on presentations at the conference, whereas three other contributions 
to this volume have no connection to the Bergen conference. We are thus proud to 
present a rich spectrum of issues in Slavic Studies that range from historical 
linguistics, including palaeography and text editing, to multilingualism, linguistic 
expressivity, cognitive linguistics and literary analyses.   

Among the topics from Bergen, you will find Martina Björklund’s discussion of 
transformations of one of Lenin’s slogans, Ben Hellman’s reflections on the Soviet 
writer Vera Inber’s journey in Scandinavia 1934, as well as Nikita Mikhaylov’s 
analysis of the bare Instrumental case in Russian literary sources from the 18th 
century. Further, Juhani Nuorluoto provides an interpretation of the umlaut in Czech, 
while Alexander Pereswetoff-Morath examines the role of the Swedish Baron R. M. 
Klinckowström (1816–1902) as a collector of Church Slavonic parchment fragments. 
The multilingualism of a new generation of Russian-speaking immigrants in Finland is 
the subject of Tatjana Rynkänen’s article, and Lars Steensland analyzes a parchment 
fragment of Slavic origin that he discovered at the Uppsala University Library.  

Additional topics include a new transcription of the unique manuscript version of 
the famous tale of Ahasverus, the “Wandering Jew”, offered by Ingrid Maier, Jürgen 
Beyer and Stepan Šamin. Contemporary literary trends in Poland, in particular chick-
lit literature, are treated in the article by Małgorzata Anna Packalén Parkman, and 
Vasil´ Starko brings the cognitive area of colour categorization to our attention by 
focusing on Ukranian concepts for ‘blue’. 

The annual “News from Uppsala” has been compiled by Christine Watson, and the 
bibliography with publications of Uppsala Slavists for 2012 by Johan Muskala. 

We invite scholars from the field of Slavic Studies to submit their contributions to 
the next volume of Slovo. Our language policy allows the use of any Slavic language, 
English, German, French and any Scandinavian language. The articles should contain 
an abstract in English, and contributions in any of the above languages by non-native 
speakers must be proofread by a native speaker prior to submission. All articles are 
subject to peer-review.  
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A slightly revised version of Slovo’s submission guidelines will be posted on its 
homepage1 during the first quarter of 2014. The Editors have also taken a preliminary 
decision to print a limited number of recent volumes (from volume 50 upwards) in 
paper form. The decision is based on an increasing interest in obtaining printed 
versions of Slovo which can be delivered to subscribers on demand. However, the 
journal will continue to be freely acessible on Slovo’s homepage. 

We thank all the authors for their contributions to this volume, and the reviewers for 
their valuable efforts in improving the quality of the articles.  

On behalf of the Uppsala Slavists, we send all contributors and readers of Slovo’s 
54th issue our warmest season greetings!  

 
Jelena Spasenić 

Uppsala, December 2013 
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