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modernization and environmental justice discourses. Master thesis in Sustainable Development at Uppsala 
University, No. 2019/2, 36 pp., 30 ECTS/hp 

Abstract: The gap between rural and urban is widening in ways that reward urban lifestyles and undermine the 
interests of rural communities. The asymmetrical power relation between rural and urban is relevant in a 
Swedish context where Norrland, Sweden's northernmost region, is experiencing outmigration and cutbacks in 
welfare services all the while urban centers in southern Sweden attract innovation, economic capital and an 
inflow of young, educated people. This study examines what perceptions of Norrland that are dominating the 
Swedish media landscape and by doing so aims to investigate how power relations between urban and rural are 
constructed in the sustainability discourses ecological modernization and the environmental justice framework. 
The study is based on a discourse analysis of printed articles in the national press and TT news agency over a 10 
to 12 years time span. In addition to discourse analysis, a theoretical framework concerning visions of 
sustainability and urban/rural divisions are applied. The result suggest that the material primarily articulate 
Norrland as a natural resource base for economic profit and as a site for realizing ideas inherent to the ecological 
modernization discourse. Resistance against Norrland as a site for production and exploitation are embedded in 
the environmental justice discourse and shed light on the socially unequal and geographically uneven patterns of 
injustice. 
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Summary: The gap between rural and urban is widening in ways that many times is beneficial to urban areas. In 
a Swedish context, the northernmost region of the country, Norrland, is largely affected by the global and 
national processes that characterize the expanding urban/rural division. This study examines what perceptions of 
Norrland that are dominating the Swedish media landscape and by doing so aims to investigate how power 
relations between urban and rural are constructed in conflicting visions of sustainability. The study is based on a 
discourse analysis of printed articles in the national press and TT news agency over a 10 to 12 years time span. 
In addition to discourse analysis, a theoretical framework concerning visions of sustainability and urban/rural 
divisions are applied. The result suggest that the material primarily associate Norrland with its natural resources 
and the economic capital that they generate. Increasingly, the region is perceived as a site for realizing ideas 
inherent to the ecological modernization discourse that envision sustainability as the integration of economic 
growth and environmental protection. Resistance against Norrland as a site for production and exploitation that 
manifest itself throughout the material are embedded in the perception of sustainability embraced by the 
environmental justice discourse where the uneven distribution of environmental risks is central. The 
environmental justice discourse shed light on the socially unequal and geographically uneven patterns of 
injustice experienced by indigenous Sami and rural communities.  
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1. Introduction

Urbanization is happening in Sweden, like many other countries, at a relatively fast rate. While rural 
areas, and in particular the inland of Norrland (the large, sparsely populated northernmost region of 
Sweden) is struggling with depopulation, the bigger cities are expanding dramatically, exacerbating 
the polarization between the urban and rural (Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015). To a large degree, 
urbanization is perceived as a progressive and positive process and the countryside is therefore, as a 
contrast to the urban, seen as something backwards striving and as places that are lacking scope for 
development (Eriksson, 2010; Rönnblom, 2014; Stenbacka, 2011). Although the gap between the 
rural and the urban has received increasing attention in the last few years, settlement patterns where 
people are moving from the rural to the urban is not a recent phenomenon (Elhouar, 2014; Sörlin, 
1988).  

The industrial revolution that reached Sweden in the late 1800’s transformed the whole nation and 
changed the settlement patterns. Norrland saw a significant population increase as new industrial 
communities emerged alongside the forest, mining and hydropower industry (Sörlin, 1988). As these 
industries were automated, the need for manpower decreased and people left the inland of Norrland 
for larger towns and cities, primarily in southern Sweden and along the coast of Norrland (Elhouar, 
2014; Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015). As established, the focus of this study is Norrland, a territory 
comprising 58 per cent of the nation. This study will mainly focus on the inland of Norrland.  

The expansive region is not homogenous. Rather, the region displays a large diversity and the 
differences between coastal areas and inland areas, between industrial towns and towns that offer 
universities and higher education are significant. There are examples of small robust communities 
with expansive businesses to be found across the region. In general however, there is a dividing line 
between coastal Norrland and non-coastal Norrland where the former is experiencing positive 
economic development and in-migration while the latter is facing economic problems, out-migration 
and negative population trends (Pettersson, 2002).  

Although (mainly) coastal Norrland has around twenty towns with populations of 10 000 or more, the 
average population density in the region is low. In general, northern Sweden is characterized by a 
sparse settlement pattern with long distances between towns and may hence be defined as a rural 
region, at least when defining the concept of rural according to a descriptive approach that involves 
identifying certain characteristics and statistical measurements that can capture rurality. The concept 
of rural offers many definitions but there seem to be somewhat of a consensus in characterizing rural 
areas by: ’sparse settlement patterns, low population densities, great distances to towns, sparse 
infrastructure networks and a comparatively limited range of services, plus that primary sector 
activities are of great importance for employment and for the appearance of the 
landscape’ (Pettersson, 2002; pp. 9).  

The densely, primarily coastal cities in Norrland possess none of the above rural characteristics but 
are still situated in a rural region and are, to some degree, included in the images of Norrland as 
different from the rest of Sweden. It is represented as more ’authentic’ but also as less developed and 
sophisticated, simultaneously being both idealized and marginalized (Eriksson, 2010). The focus of 
this study will be the on the conditions that characterize the rural parts of Norrland although 
references will also be made to the urban centers in the region, recognizing that these locations are 
also entrenched in the rural as social representation, a perspective on the concept of rural based on the  
the notion that the rural is not merely a description of low population density but also a social 
representation of space emphasizing how the rural is understood and how the images of the rural are 
constructed by people (Pettersson, 2002).  
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Fig. 1. Norrland and the counties within the region (from Eriksson, 2008). 

The negative economic development and out-migration from the inland of Norrland result in cutbacks 
in public services for those who remain. When less people pay taxes towards the municipality, the 
quality of schools, health clinics and infrastructure is affected (Riksrevisionen, 2014). The 
impoverishment of non-coastal Norrland has implications for sustainable development, the process 
which Dryzek (2013) describe as the realization of social justice and economic and environmental 
prosperity for all. 

Sustainable development is most commonly referred to as development that ”…meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”, as defined 
by the Brundtland report in 1987 (World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987: 8). 
The definition pointed to the necessity of a holistic approach to global issues encompassing economic, 
environmental and social dimensions without outlining the practical steps (Dryzek, 2013).  

Over time, and as a result of different interests claiming precedency over interpretation, sustainable 
development has progressed into a variety of narratives that entails different visions of sustainability. 
The narratives embraced by the environmental justice framework and ecological modernization are of 
particular interest in this regard. The basic assumption of ecological modernization is that economy 
and ecology can be favorably combined through technologies, efficiency improvements, and policy  
the (Avila, 2018; Dryzek, 2013; Hajer, 2005). The environmental justice narrative, on the other hand, 
is based on the assumption that certain communities and individuals in society suffer from unjust 
distribution of environmental benefits and burdens, thereby placing the notion of justice at the center 
of the narrative (Dryzek, 2013). While the environmental justice narrative emphasize the socio-
environmental aspects of sustainable development, ecological modernization place the economic and 
environmental dimensions at the center (Servaes, 2013; Connelly, 2007).  

The prevailing hierarchy where the rural is inferior to the urban contributes to an inequitable 
allocation of common resources where the urban population benefits more than the rural population 
(Rönnblom, 2014). Essentially, the urban norm has resulted in sustainable development that have been 
shaped and interpreted from a city perspective (Elhouar, 2014). 
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The unequal power relations that reward urban livelihoods to the detriment of rural livelihoods, 
manifest itself in political decisions and policies which impact the lives of the rural population (Avila, 
2018; Lindahl et al., 2017; Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015; Rönnblom, 2014; Wadstein, 2015). When 
studying notions of Norrland as constituted in political rhetoric, Lundgren and Nilsson (2015) find 
that regardless of ideological position, descriptive opinions about and suggestions for the region 
reproduced a common view of Norrland as an inherently rural and problematic area. Similarly, 
Rönnblom’s (2014) report on how the Swedish countryside is ’produced’ in national policy conclude 
that the national policy in support of promoting the Swedish countryside reproduce a discursively 
unbalanced power regime between the city and the countryside where the the former demonstrates its 
supremacy by using the countryside as a comparative example. 

How rural communities are affected by environmental changes is addressed by a number of studies 
(Avila, 2018; Lindahl et al., 2017; Sayan, 2017). Common to these studies is the recognition of 
peripheries as particularly vulnerable to processes of modernization and rapid economic development, 
not least in the context of climate change and the transition to low-carbon energy systems.  

Perceptions of how the world is organized, of what is important and what is not, is largely negotiated 
by media. People depend on information distributed through media when acquiring knowledge about 
the world and media therefore play a fundamental role in structuring and defining reality (Castrechini 
et al., 2014). In particular, Eriksson’s (2010) dissertation ’(Re)producing a periphery - popular 
representations of the Swedish North’ sheds light on how influential media representations of 
Norrland contributes to the construction of stereotypes of a traditional, working class rural population 
and a progressive, middle class urban population, (re)productions that have implications for an 
uneven regional development (Eriksson, 2010). 

As has been shown, media representations of Norrland and the implications of the unequal power 
relation between the rural and the urban have been covered by a number of researchers in recent years 
(see e.g. Eriksson, 2010; Elhouar, 2014; Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015; Rönnblom 2014; Stenbacka, 
2011). What has not been covered to a great extent, however, is how media representations of 
Norrland can be understood in the prevailing era of sustainable development. This study will explore 
how Norrland is to be made sense and included of in an era so heavily influenced by sustainable 
development discourses.  

Considering the established unequal power dynamics between rural and urban, the rural inland of 
Norrland is of particular interest. This thesis will revolve around texts in the Swedish national press 
and national news agency and the representation of sustainability discourses about both rural and 
urban Norrland. How we speak of the world affect the world which is one of the central 
understandings on which this thesis is based (Rönnblom, 2014). Thus, how Norrland is represented 
and constructed in relation to sustainable development discourses in media is critical for how 
successful Sweden will be in pursuing sustainable development beyond the urban centers. 

1.1. Aim and research questions  
The aim of this study is to investigate how power relations between urban and rural are constructed in 
the sustainability discourses ecological modernization and the environmental justice framework. 
Together, these discourses capture some of the environmental, economic and social dimensions of 
sustainable development. The aim is to study these discourses in the Swedish national press and the 
national news agency TT.  

In a Swedish context, the inland of the northernmost region of the country, Norrland, is largely 
affected by the global and national processes that characterize the expanding urban/rural division. The 
rural inland of Norrland will therefore be the main (but not exclusive) focus of this study. What is 
regarded as (un)sustainable development in news media when it comes to northern Sweden and the 
region’s natural resources? By exploring this, it will be possible to answer the question as to what role 
Norrland is to take on in the prevailing paradigm of sustainable development. This study has a 
normative approach supporting positive rural development and equitable premises for communities all 
over Sweden.  

Research questions to be answered: 
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1. In what contexts are Norrland mentioned? 

2. When and how is Norrland associated with sustainable development and what understanding of 
sustainable development is prevailing? 

3. What alternative counter voices and themes about Norrland can be identified and what constitutes 
them? 

2. Methods 

2.1. Quantitative content analysis 
Partly, this study adopts a quantitative content analysis approach to analyze representations of   
Norrland in the national press. Central to quantitative content analysis is assigning categories and 
count frequencies in the text. As described by Berelson (1953), content analysis is “a research 
technique for the objective, systematic and quantitative description of the manifest content of 
communication” (Berelson, 1953:18 in Bryman, 2008). The method is applicable to any printed or 
visual documents. By conducting an objective and systematic analysis of the text, the researcher’s 
personal biases and subjectivity is minimized (Bryman, 2008).  

2.2. Discourse analysis  
In order to understand how power relations between the urban and the rural are constructed in 
sustainability discourses about Norrland, a discourse analysis will be executed. Although discourse 
analysis entails a variety of approaches and can be used in different ways, the shared starting point for 
this tradition informed by critical theory, is the understanding of discourses as the communication of 
certain ideas that structure how humans makes sense of and perceive the world (Dryzek, 2013; 
Jörgensen & Philips, 2000). Discourses are maintained through speech, texts and images and 
contribute to constitute and change our world, identities and social relations rather than neutrally 
mirror them (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000). The advantage of discourse analysis is its ability to, through 
texts, shed light on the power structures that permeate and shape our society. The theory and methods 
offer practical tools for unfolding how texts generate and reinforce cultural messages (Denscombe, 
2009). Discourse analysis is based on a number of basic philosophical premises.  

Essentially, discourse analysis is to be viewed as a ’complete package’ intertwining theoretical and 
methodological premises that can’t and shouldn't be detached from one another. The package contains 
ontological and epistemological assumptions, theoretical models, methodological guidelines and 
specific techniques for analysis (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000). At the core of discourse analysis is the 
adherence to a social constructionist outlook (Sjölander, 2004).  

Although social constructivism covers a range of theories about culture and society, the perspective 
share four philosophical assumptions. Firstly, our knowledge of the world are products of categorizing 
the world and thus never to be regarded as objective truths. Secondly, our ways of understanding the 
world is historically and culturally specific which makes it simultaneously limited and changeable 
(Jörgensen & Philips, 2000; Sjölander, 2004). Thirdly and fourthly, our worldviews are created 
through social interaction in which certain social actions become natural and others unthinkable. Our 
construction of the world has, as a result, social consequences (Burr 1995: 5, Gergen 1985: 268–269 
in Jörgensen & Philips, 2000).  

Social constructivism, in turn, have roots in poststructuralist theory according to which language is 
the only mode through which our world and identities can be understood. Language is understood as 
structured in discourses whose discursive patterns are reproduced and transformed in discursive 
practices. Analyzing the maintenance and transformation of the patterns are best done in the specific 
contexts where language is in action (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000).  

Virtually all approaches within discourse analysis relate, one way or another, to Michel Foucault. In 
line with social constructionism, Foucault maintains that knowledge does not equate reality but that 
truth is created discursively and that knowledge regimes determine what is true and false. Most 
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contemporary discourse analysis approaches adhere to Foucault’s understanding of discourses as sets 
of statements that are fairly similar and repetitive and which prescribe limits on what gives meaning. 
However, where Foucault identifies one prevailing regime of knowledge at each historical period, 
other approaches acknowledge how different discourses, simultaneously, claim the right to determine 
what is true and false. Critical discourse analysis is one the approaches that recognize the coexistence 
of a variety of discourses and the one which will be used for this study.  

2.2.1. Critical discourse analysis 
Critical discourse analysis (CDA) examines how social and cultural development relates to discursive 
practices. Unequal power relations between social groups are created and reproduced in discursive 
practices. If or when a specific discourse achieves hegemony in a society, the meaning of its language 
elements are locked in and eventually appear to be unquestionable truths (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000). 
The purpose of CDA is to identify and analyze these power relations and hegemonies in order to 
overcome inequalities. Ideological discourses are particularly of interest as these discourses tend to 
advance the interests of certain social groups, for example through maintaining or transforming power 
relations (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000).   

CDAs may be carried out in a number of ways however this study will use the approach developed by 
Fairclough. Central to Fairclough’s approach is the analysis of both the texts per se and the discursive 
practices surrounding them, i.e. the consumption, distribution and production of texts. The specific 
contexts in which texts operate are displays of far-reaching socio-cultural practices and should 
therefore also be taken into consideration and analyzed (Sjölander, 2004). In critical discourse 
analysis, discourse denotes two different meanings. The first meaning, the execution of discourse 
through constitutive and constituted language use, is termed discursive practices. The second meaning 
refers to a specific discourse, a way of speaking and giving meaning to experiences that can be 
distinguished from other discourses. The environmental justice discourse and the ecological 
modernization discourse are examples of two such specific discourses.  

2.2.2. Fairclough’s three-dimensional model for CDA 

Although Fairclough’s approach to discourse analysis is text-oriented, he advocates for a combination 
of textual and social analysis. The interdisciplinary perspective is needed in order to outline the links 
between texts and socio-cultural structures and processes. The basic premise is that texts are only to 
be understood and analyzed in relation to the social context and other texts, never by themselves 
(Jörgensen & Philips, 2000).  

When applying the framework then, the analysis should focus on the linguistic features of the text, the 
related production and consumption practices involved, and the broader social processes to which the 
communicative events belong. The aim of analyzing the broader social processes is to establish the 
wider context of the discursive practice, to map the underlying social and cultural structures. By 
means of other theories outside discourse analysis, the researcher takes interest in the non-discursive 
aspects of the phenomena in question. For instance, what are the consequences of discursive practice 
in terms of ideology, social relations and politics? And is the discursive practice challenging unequal 
power relations by representing reality in new ways rather than concealing and reenforcing them? 
(Jörgensen & Philips, 2000). In discourse analysis it is equally important to take interest in what is 
absent as it is to explore what the text actually contain (Denscombe, 2009). In order to reflect on what 
is not being articulated in a discourse it is essential to define what constitutes the specific discourse. 
When the main content of a discourse is determined, divergences from that discourse are possible to 
identify (Sjölander, 2004).  

2.3. Criticism and limitations  
To carry out a discourse analysis has been a challenge and at times difficult task. A common mistake, 
and that I have also been tempted to make, is trying to describe what is really there, ’the reality’. 
However, one of the most important philosophical premises in discourse analysis is that reality is 
‘beyond reach’, what is perceived as real is always embedded in language. But since we are all part of 
the production of discourses, the studied phenomena may nonetheless be perceived as real. 
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As for me, who grew up in Norrland and have studied media and communication, I am indeed part of 
the discourses that I study. Although CDA does not take a stand against a normative approach, I have 
tried to keep an open mind towards perspectives that do not correspond with my own values, as I 
believe important aspects might have otherwise gotten lost. In the process of choosing and putting 
together a theoretical framework, this was especially challenging given that another educational 
background and pre-understanding possibly, or even likely, would have generated a different selection 
of key concepts and theoretical framework. 

Scientific studies are in general assessed based on validity and reliability. Reliability amounts to the 
stability and trustworthiness of a study’s result (Bryman, 2008). Qualitative studies, to which 
discourse analysis belong, are generally characterized by relatively low reliability (Bergström & 
Boréus, 2012). A discourse analysis is not as easily repeated which makes it difficult to verify its 
methods and findings (Denscombe, 2009). Ensuring the stability of the results is however not the 
prime aim of this study, instead I am more interested in interpretation, tracing patterns and to derive 
their origin. By doing so, it is possible to understand how the discourses came about and also to 
question the truth effects that they communicate (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000). 

By thoroughly presenting background, theory and procedure, readers can make their own assessment 
of the conclusions that I draw and determine whether these are plausible or not. Validity is concerned 
with whether what was set out to be measured was in fact measured, observed or identified (Bryman, 
2008). Because the quantitative content analysis collects data that can be verified more easily, validity 
is generally assessed as high in this part of this study (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000). 

While writing this thesis, I have been located in central Sweden, in Uppsala. The fact that I have not 
been physically located in the region that I attempt to study and comprehend may have affected the 
study. The fact that I have not been situated in Norrland during the research process might have 
implications for how I have defined the research problem, aim and research questions. I am, to some 
degree, an outsider who has set out to interpret implications of a reality that is currently not my own. 
Although I have not been embedded in the rural northern life conditions that I try describe, 
interpreting a phenomena from a geographical distance has been beneficial. Being located in central, 
urban Sweden, I get to take part of the prejudices and images of Norrland that prevail in non-northern 
and particularly non-rural Sweden, which is a significant perspective that makes the study more 
versatile. 

2.4. Material and selection 
Within CDA, the choice of text to analyze is dependent on the problem definition and prior 
knowledge about what empirical material there is that is relevant with regards to the social domain 
that is about to be studied, in this case representations of Norrland in specific sustainable development 
discourses. The material must also be accessible (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000).  

This study aims to investigate how power relations between the urban and the rural are constructed in 
sustainability discourses about Norrland. In order to do so, media representations of  Norrland will be 
explored and analyzed through selected articles in printed daily Swedish national press (excluding 
web-based news) and texts from the national news agency TT. To access how the media represent 
Norrland, the database ’Retriever Research’ has been used. The digital news archive ’Retriever 
Research’ continuously collects news pieces from editorial media: printed, digital, radio and TV.  

Because this study is concerned with how Norrland is positioned nationally in relation to visions of 
sustainable development, the searches have been limited to daily news press with nationwide 
coverage. The prevalent definition of daily news press is that of a publication containing versatile 
news reports which is published at least once a week (National Library of Sweden). Hence, the 
selection includes all daily national news press (Dagen, Dagens ETC, Dagens Industri, Dagens 
Nyheter, Fria Tidningen, Metro, Svenska Dagbladet, Aftonbladet, Expressen) and TT national news 
agency. 

In order to gain an understanding of how Norrland is constructed in sustainability discourses, articles 
dealing with more or less traditional land-use based industries in Norrland have made up the selection. 
Given that the data depends critically on the search criteria, it is important to describe the data 
selection process thoroughly in order to understand and justify the results.  
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Entering the search words ’Norrland’ and ’sustainable development’ into the database would have 
ultimately generated enough results to observe patterns, analyze those, conduct a discussion and draw 
conclusions. The actual outcome, however, was that the combination of search words produced as 
little as 37 hits stretching over a time period of 24 years. As a comparison, ’Stockholm’ and 
’sustainable development’ generated 1749 hits. This result, or rather lack thereof, may be explained by 
the ambiguity of Norrland, referring both to a geographical region that covers almost two thirds of 
Sweden, as well as to an abstract notion of something rural and different from the rest of Sweden 
(Eriksson, 2010). In that regard, the concept is too general and unspecified and hence difficult to use 
in the pursue of trying to capture the essence of Norrland and sustainable development as constructed 
in media.  

In attempting to comprehend Norrland and sustainable development, using the term Norrland may 
thus present a barrier to accessing relevant news articles. Thus, potentially pertinent articles are 
unlikely to include the term ’Norrland’ when they are specifically about Umeå, Lycksele, Älvsbyn or 
any other city, town or village situated in Norrland. Conducting searches for specific locations 
however, would be a too time consuming and inconsequent activity that, after all, would not catch the 
essence of what Norrland specifically brings to mind.  

In the organic process of having scanned through hundreds of articles about Norrland and playing 
around with time spans and a variety of combinations of search words including e.g. ’northern 
Sweden’ and ’sustainable countryside’, an image of what Norrland can be in the Swedish press began 
asserting itself. Given that there were so few results specifically mentioning Norrland in connection to 
the term sustainable development, an alternative way to capture the relationship between the two was 
to instead turn focus towards the contexts in which Norrland was often mentioned that had apparent 
connection to sustainable development. After having skimmed through a large amount of articles 
where Norrland was mentioned, it became apparent that in the national press, Norrland is very often 
fixated as the location for industries turning natural resources into commodities. Although the term 
sustainable development was rarely mentioned in any of the articles about Norrland, Norrland 
depicted as a region for natural resource extraction and exploitation is very much connected to 
sustainable development. 

The initial data selection process hence suggested that one viable way of approaching Norrland and 
sustainable development as represented in the national press was through its land-use based industries. 
As this was recognized, the search criteria needed to be redefined and delimited in order to better 
access relevant articles. The first step of scanning through many articles did not only reveal that 
Norrland is often mentioned in connection to its land-use based industries but also showed that the 
most frequently appearing industries were tourism, forestry, mining, hydropower, wind power and 
reindeer husbandry. Land-use based industries is an umbrella term referring to industries that make 
use of biological and natural geographical resources on land and in water (Swedish Government, 
2014). As this tendency was established, the process of collecting data was adjusted to target articles 
specifically about the above mentioned land-use based industries. The next step of accessing relevant 
articles thus included typing ’Norrland’ and each one of the land-use based industries, e.g. ’Norrland 
tourism’ or ’Norrland reindeer husbandry’ in Retriever Research’s search field.  

It should be noted the initial process of approaching Norrland and sustainable development did not 
make a distinction between the rural and urban parts of the region. The ambition was always to try to 
embrace a broad perspective that captured the diversity of the region, including both rural and urban 
parts of Norrland. However, one of the first findings in the data selection process was, as have been 
accounted for, that media often mention Norrland in connection to its land-use based industries. The 
continuation of collecting data took the first finding into consideration and adjusted the search words 
to only include terms relevant to land-use based industries. As a consequence, this study is partly 
steered into mainly considering rural Norrland, given that this is where the majority of the land-se 
based industries are situated. 

In order not to limit the results to articles containing only the exact wording, asterisks and a variety of 
versions and endings of the different industries have been used, e.g. ’Norrland reindeer, ’Norrland 
reindeer husbandry’ and ’Norrland reindeer herding’. The search period has primarily been limited to 
ten years back, stretching between 2007-12-31 to 2017-12-31, with the exception of hydropower 
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where the lack of relevant hits necessitated an extended search period. Here the search included two 
additional years, stretching from 2005-12-31 to 2007-12-31. 

Initially, a total of about 300 articles where each land-use based industry was represented by 50 
articles each were collected. By analyzing a larger number of articles stretching over a relatively long 
period of time, the credibility of the results increases. After the first round of collecting 300 articles 
was done, the articles underwent a second review where duplicates where sorted out and each article 
thoroughly scrutinized for a more detailed categorization into the six chosen land-use based 
industries. The process of doing a second review resulted in a seventh, mixed category where those 
articles which could not be assessed as being predominantly about one of the six land-use based 
industries were placed. These articles are also concerned with Norrland and its land-use based 
industries but address these in a more holistic manner, primarily fixating Norrland as a neglected and 
underprivileged region. The articles about Norrland as different from the rest of Sweden constitute the 
largest category. Although these articles address Norrland and its natural resources to a great extent, 
they deal with Norrland as a marginalized region in a more general sense. At this stage, in order to get 
a proper overview of the material, all the articles were printed and by the means of scissors and color 
pens, physically organized and sorted into their rightful categories.  

As all the articles were printed and went through a second selection process, duplicates were 
identified and taken out from the sample and the criteria became stricter. The remaining articles for 
further analysis met the requirement of one way or another concerning Norrland and either one of the 
land-use based industries, alternatively concerned Norrland more generally. Although meeting these 
criteria may appear self-evident, the second screening detected numerous articles where Norrland and 
any of the industries were mentioned, but at a closer look there was no apparent connection between 
the two. Those articles were also taken out. Left for analysis were the following distribution of articles 
among the different land-use based industries: 
 

Fig. 2. Distribution of examined articles according to land-use based industry (including Norrland in general). 
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Fig. 3. Number of examined articles in each land-use based industry (including Norrland in general). 

3. Theoretical framework 

To select and relate to a theoretical framework is to choose a way of perceiving the world. This will, 
as a consequence, impact the interpretation of data and what will be emphasized and disregarded or 
ignored (Tovatt, 2013). The theoretical concepts that are relevant for this study are mainly theories 
concerned with power structures. 

3.1. Discourse analysis and theoretical implications  
Discourse analysis’ point of departure is that texts are always informed by who, where and in what 
contexts they were produced (Jörgensen & Philips, 2000). Whatever phenomenon that is being 
studied, discourse analysis can never stand by itself, but need concepts and models from other 
theories since the wider social context to which the phenomena being include both discursive and 
non-discursive elements. Doing CDA will always involve the integration of other theories to account 
for non-discursive aspects, The chosen non-discourse analytical theories need to be adapted to the aim 
of the research project. 

In seeking to address and analyze media representations of Norrland and their implications for 
sustainable development, the developed theoretical framework include concepts that deal with 
polarization, and general and specific understandings and applications of sustainable development. 
While some theories overlap and might be understood as part of the same discourse, others are 
conflictual. Although the theoretical framework strives to be as comprehensive as possible, to include 
everything of relevance is unattainable. Alternative theoretical frameworks could be equally 
applicable and relevant. The theories included in the theoretical framework are chosen based on their 
ability to capture visions of sustainability and address the power relations linked to the urban/rural 
division. Besides the theoretical framework, additional ideas and notions relevant for the analysis of 
the empirical data are accounted for in the ’Previous research’ chapter. 

3.2. Core-Periphery framework 
How Norrland and the rest of Sweden is perceived and represented can be described by the terms 
’core’ and ’periphery’. The concepts essentially refer to spatial distinctions and is applicable to both 
large and small geographical entities. Although primarily concerned with geographical differences, 
the characteristics that set ’core’ and ’periphery’ apart, manifest themselves through economic and 
social implications. The conceptual pair describes a conflict between core and periphery where the 
core attracts innovation, technology, development and information flows and the periphery is 
characterized by a comparative lack of these values (Botterill et al., 2000). There are a number of, 
usually reinforcing, characteristics that set the two apart, as illustrated in Figure 4. 
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Fig. 4. Core and periphery, the main characteristics and differences (Botterill et al., 2000: Table 1.1). 

In a world where the economy is guided by capitalist principles, peripheral places are negatively 
affected due to their remoteness from the main markets. When competition is key and prices have to 
be kept to a minimum, Botterill et al., (2000) argues that high transportation costs discourages both 
the service and manufacturing industry to locate in the periphery. The economic activity there still is 
in the periphery will, in addition, have limited trickle down effects within the hinterland as material 
flows are less likely to take place within the periphery, but rather takes place between the core and the 
periphery (Botterill et al., 2000).  

The above described process that allegedly discourages the service and manufacturing industry to 
locate in the periphery may very well be applicable to a Swedish context where the tax on petrol is 
high and where regulations guarantee truck and train drivers a decent salary. Hence, in a strictly 
national context, businesses in Norrland and specifically the inland of Norrland, may be negatively 
affected by long distances. However, when considering the processes that has enabled continuous and 
expanding globalization, the shipping of goods and services reaching virtually all corners of the world 
is taking place at unprecedented low costs due to access to cheap labour, lenient regulations and free 
trade agreements.  

The high levels of economic activity enjoyed by the cores will probably have a self-reinforcing effect. 
Since employment in the service sector is growing and ’jobs follow people’, cores become favored 
areas and inevitably sustain the flow of young, active and talented people migrating from the 
periphery to the core (Botterill et al., 2000; Klaesson and Pettersson, 2009). In rural Norrland, most 
municipalities have for long been experiencing depopulation, especially of young people with higher 
education that are inclined to leave (Pettersson, 2002).  

Organizations and individuals in peripheral areas often experience inadequate control over major 
decisions influencing their economic and social well-being, a sense of estrangement towards 
governmental institutions, who exercise their power from the core where they are typically located. 
The feeling of alienation from governance is probably reinforced as individuals in the periphery are 
exposed to poorer infrastructure and social amenities (Botterill et al., 2000). 

To a great extent, peripheral areas play an important role as tourist destinations to those who are 
looking for great scenery. Stereotypical terms like wilderness, remote and unspoilt are often used to 
describe their perceptual and actual geographical characteristics. The stereotypical impressions of 
peripheral areas remain unchallenged due to comparatively weak information flows from the 
periphery to the core as well as within the periphery. Chances are that inhabitants in rural Norrland are 
more informed about what is going on in Stockholm than they are about events in other, equally rural 
parts of their own region. The opposite is true for residents of Stockholm who, in comparison, know 
little about current events in rural Norrland and as a result, will have to rely on stereotypical 
perceptions (Botterill et al., 2000). 
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Core 

High levels of economic vitality and a diverse 
economic base 

Metropolitan in character. Rising population 
through in-migration with a relatively young age 
structure 

Innovative, pioneering and enjoys good 
information flows 

Focus of major political, economic and social 
decisions 

Good infrastructure and amenities 

Periphery  

Low levels of economic vitality and dependent on 
traditional industries 

More rural and remote – often with high scenic 
values. Population falling through out-migration, 
with an aging structure 

Reliant on imported technologies and ideas, and 
suffers from poor information flows 

Remote from decision making leading to a sense 
of alienation and lack of power 

Poor infrastructure and amenities 



Given this study’s delimitations and scope, the notions central to the core-periphery framework will 
mainly be applied at a national level, i.e. how the core and periphery characteristics manifest 
themselves within Sweden between Norrland and the rest of Sweden. The framework is however 
relevant beyond the national level, not least in the context of globalization. When observed at a global 
level, Sweden, with its advanced and developed economy, position itself as a core country that enjoys 
core advantages all the while other, less developed countries, increasingly take on periphery 
characteristics. Like other advanced countries, a strong trend of deindustrialization can be observed in 
Sweden as the economic processes of globalization tend to concentrate knowledge-intensive 
businesses in advanced core countries and relocate labor-intensive and polluting industries to less 
developed peripheral countries (Berend, 2011). Thus, the core-periphery conflict simultaneously 
operates at a national and global level. While rural Norrland may be negatively affected by the core-
periphery division at a national scale, the region is simultaneously benefitting from the overall 
progress that Sweden as a core country is experiencing.  

The core-periphery framework has many similarities with the traditional division between urban and 
rural described by Westlund (2012) where the urban economy has been dependent on manufacturing 
and service and agriculture and forestry have been the foundation of the rural economy. According to 
conventional wisdom, cities have been modern, dynamic, innovative and dangerous places while the 
countryside has been associated with safety, traditional and static culture. According to Westlund 
(2012) however, this traditional understanding of the urban-rural relationship is no longer true. 

The characteristics and relation between the urban and rural have undergone a transformation with 
regards to economy, culture and ecology. Today, occupations and ways of living are relatively similar 
in cities and countryside. The distinctions that remain between urban and rural are differences in 
density and accessibility. As the actions and choices made in the city are so crucial for the 
development of the countryside, urban and rural should not be regarded opposites but as 
interdependent (Westlund, 2012). 

Although the division between core and periphery and urban and rural are partly based on actual 
characteristics and statistics, it is also influenced by prevailing assumptions - or discourse- about each 
category. When these assumptions are presented and represented as facts, they eventually become so 
or are perceived as such. The relatively strict division between the categories may also result in 
standardized understandings of different places as the ascribed attributes of places may or may not 
conform with actual conditions. It should however be noted that many theorists recognize that the 
positioning of core and periphery changes in time and space and in relation to other positions. A 
peripheral area is not destined to remain a periphery forever (Kauppila, 2011). 

3.3. Dependence theory 
To a large extent, the dependence theory is based on the same premises as the core-periphery 
framework. The dependence theory originates from marxism and has primarily been used to explain 
the colonization of Africa and Latin America by the West but can be readily applied to any geography 
with a core and a periphery (Kauppila, 2011). Critical voices (see for example journalists and authors 
such as Tidholm, 2012; Müller, 2015; Sörlin, 1988) have made connections between the exploitation 
of Norrland’s natural resources and West’s colonization of the rest of the world. 

According to the theory, cores utilize the peripheries’ resources in order to accumulate economic 
capital used to cater for their own benefit and development (Kauppila, 2011). When the periphery is 
encouraged to produce commodities that are not consumed on-site and vice versa, economic 
dependency emerges (Power, 2006). This way, cores will strengthen their position in relation to 
peripheries since the peripheries are becoming increasingly dependent on the cores and are not 
benefitting from the overall growth of prosperity.  

The potential synergy and spillover effects are marginal in comparison to the negative consequences 
created by the dependency. The unequal relationship produces a polarization process (Kauppila, 2011) 
that is equally applicable to the West and the rest as it is to Sweden and particularly rural Norrland. In 
contrast to research promoting development cooperation in the pursuit of developing sustainable 
regions, dependence theory advocates argue that peripheries are impeded by the dependence on a 
stronger core (Power, 2006).  
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3.4. Sustainable development 
Nowadays, it appears as if the wider debate on humans, nature and development can hardly elude the 
sustainable development concept. But even if the sustainable development debate almost unanimously 
recognize the need for change with regards to environmental, economic and social sectors, means of 
achieving sustainability differs substantially (Hopwood et al., 2005). 

The founding definition of sustainable development was articulated by the Brundtland report: 
“Humanity has the ability to make development sustainable—to ensure that it meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (World 
Commission on Environment and Development, 1987: 8). The Brundtland definition lacks conceptual 
precision as it does not answer vital questions as to what humans actually need, and what is to be 
sustained (Dryzek, 2013). What the definition did accomplish, however, was to point to the necessity 
of a holistic approach to global issues. The Brundtland report offered simultaneous and reciprocal 
economic, environmental and social development without outlining the practical steps (Dryzek, 
2013).  

Given the importance of sustainable development, the ambiguity and vagueness of the concept is by 
many seen as problematic in that it can be used to rhetorically disguise environmentally and socially 
undesirable policies. To Connelly (2007) however, the lack of a precise definition of the term is 
inevitable. In order to inform sustainable development policies and politics that are effective, it is 
critical that the concept is understood as essentially contested (Connelly, 2007).  

In line with Connelly’s (2007) argument, this study’s point of departure is that the understanding of 
sustainable development is served by refraining from pinning it down in absolute definitions. 
However, in mobilizing opinion and in determining the direction of social, environmental and 
economic development, there is need for conveying simplified and understandable delimitations. 
Therefore, this study will embrace sustainable development by analyzing the empirical data through 
two common and prevailing discourses in the field, environmental justice and ecological 
modernization. The two discourses are chosen primarily based on their applicability, frequency and 
distinct attributes, representing on one hand a pronounced social equity perspective and on the other 
hand an economic and environmental approach. 

3.4.1. Ecological modernization 
Ideas of ecological modernization express a belief that environmental protection and economic 
growth are compatible through modern technologies, improvements in efficiency, competitive 
markets and state interventions (Avila, 2018). In the prelude of the UN-COP 21 in Paris (2016) 
business networks stated that climate objectives are “compatible with continued economic growth and 
human development if all actors work together” (Business & Climate Summit, 2015). 

Ecological modernization pursue to make environmentally friendly alterations to the current capitalist 
political economy in a way where the system does not have to be restructured completely (Dryzek, 
2013). In fact, ecological modernization connects an improved environment with economic growth as 
environmental degradation is seen as a result of resource inefficiency (Hajer, 2005). Rather than 
transforming the economic system, ecological modernization recognize how the current capitalist 
economy will facilitate the technological development and innovations needed to solve our 
environmental challenges (Hajer, 2005). 

In order to bring about change, the cooperation of businesses is pivotal. Central to ecological 
modernization is the conviction that a green transition is an opportunity for businesses to make money 
as long as they aim for long-term profits rather than a fast buck. To advocates of ecological 
modernization, the key to an environmentally sound planet is resource efficiency. If resources are 
managed more efficiently and the environment is better taken care of, everybody wins - less pollution 
saves governments and businesses money now and in the future while, simultaneously, an unpolluted 
environment means more productive workers. Furthermore, ecological modernization aspire to 
decouple the traditional correlation between GDP per capita and environmental degradation and 
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instead recognize how environmental and economic values support each other and creates a win-win 
situation for all (Dryzek, 2013; Hajer, 2005). 

To the ecological modernization discourse, the capitalist political economy is given and economic 
growth and environmental protection are expected to mutually reinforce one another. The key agents 
are governments, businesses, moderate environmentalists and scientists. These agents are expected to 
partner up for the benefit of the public good and together make adjustments to the economy so that the 
environment is better preserved, without jeopardizing economic prosperity (Dryzek, 2013). 

3.4.2. Environmental justice  
The environmental justice narrative is concerned with how the poor and ethnic minorities are 
particularly affected by the environmental risks generated by industrial society. Through this 
discourse, justice implications related to the distribution of environmental risks and qualities and 
participation in decision-making regarding the environment are analyzed. The risks encompass e.g. air 
and water pollution and mining operations (Dryzek, 2013).  

One of the central premises of environmental justice is preventing the generation of environmental 
risks rather than managing them. In that regard, the environmental justice narrative share 
characteristics with ecological modernization who both view resource efficiency as the way forward 
in preventing the generation of waste. The main difference between the two discourses is however 
that while the environmental justice narrative recognize how political action will induce the necessary 
changes, ecological modernization presume that capitalist corporations will see to these changes 
themselves, as they will generate more profits for the companies (Dryzek, 2013). 

Environmental and educational researcher Bunyan Bryant (1995) offers a definition that integrate 
numerous conceptions of justice. In Bryant's formulation, environmental justice: 

’refers to those cultural norms and values, rules, regulations, behaviors, policies, and decisions to support 
sustainable communities, where people can interact with confidence that their environment is safe, nurturing, 
and productive. Environmental justice is served when people can realize their highest potential, without 
experiencing the "isms." Environmental justice is supported by decent paying and safe jobs; quality schools and 
recreation; decent housing and adequate health care; democratic decision-making and personal empowerment; 
and communities free of violence, drugs, and poverty. These are communities where both cultural and biological 
diversity are respected and highly revered and where distributed justice prevails.’ 
(Bryant, 1995) 

Unlike mainstream environmental groups, the environmental justice movement organize themselves 
through local networks rather than by means of national leadership and bureaucracy. These networks 
bring together people with different characteristics that unite in opposition towards an environmental 
threat. Central to the environmental justice movement is the recognition of political action and 
structural changes to solve the social and ecological crisis the world is facing. The wellbeing of the 
complex ecosystems that constitute nature is dependent on changed human practices. Equality across 
individuals is promoted and hierarchy and humans’ domination of nature is condemned. The 
appropriate relationship between the human and natural system is that of a stewardship relationship 
(Dryzek, 2013). 

3.5. Previous research 
Several researchers testify that there is relatively little research on how rural areas are constructed and 
how pressing (sustainability) challenges are to be met. Especially in comparison with urban areas 
(Syssner 2014, Formas Research Council, 2008). The literature presented in this chapter has been 
published in the last few years, which could be seen as a sign of an upswing for research in the subject 
area.  

3.5.1. Norrland in political rhetoric 

Ethnologists Lundgren and Nilsson (2015) examines how Norrland is used and created in political 
rhetoric in their paper ’Logics of rurality: Political rhetoric about the Swedish North’. The region is 
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experiencing processes of out-migration, population decline and cutbacks in social services and the 
’survival’ of Norrland is a recurring question. The political parties suggest different solutions for 
Norrland but are united in demonstrating a few strong discourses that focus on the region as primarily 
rural and remote. More specifically, Lundgren and Nilsson (2015) identify four dominant discourses 
prevalent in defining Norrland in parliamentary material.  

Focus of the paper is not on the content of the politics but rather on the analyses of the ways 
discourses were organized and the effects of this organization. Lundgren and Nilsson (2015) find that 
the essence of Norrland was fixated through the discourses of ’problem’, ’resource’, ’growth’ and 
’victimhood’. In the discourse ’Norrland as a problem’, the region’s rurality was constituted as the 
core of the problem. Norrland is repeatedly articulated as facing a crisis due to its geographical 
vulnerability, depopulation, demographic aging and lack of welfare services. This crisis is portrayed 
against an economic backdrop where Norrland in relation to urban areas is comparatively bad with 
regards to a competitive business life and capacity for innovation (Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015).  

Norrland as an inherent and productivity resource form the second discourse. According to this 
discourse, Norrland is articulated with nature, blessed with a plethora of cultural, historical and 
environmental advantages. These riches translate into economic value through tourism and 
productivity. As a productivity resource, Norrland is framed as a rural site for resource production and 
exploitation that must begin to materialize its full economic potential. A consequence of the discourse 
of Norrland as a resource was that Norrland continued to be assessed primarily in terms of rurality. 
In accordance with the general political rhetoric, economic growth permeates the articulation of 
Norrland. In this discourse, economic growth present itself as something natural and Norrland is 
considered not economically expansive enough in comparison to urban centers. With the right policy 
programs however, Norrland’s possibility for growth can be realized. Lastly, Norrland as subjected to 
injustices form the last discourse - ’Norrland as a victim’. According to this discourse, Norrland is 
underprivileged and subjected to colonization, not least in terms of lack of reasonable compensation 
for the large amount of natural resources that are transported out of the region.  

There is an emphasis on transfer of responsibility as these injustices are the not the fault of Norrland 
but caused by central powers in terms of Stockholm or the Government. The main effect of this 
visualization however is the reproduction of Norrland as peripheral and dependent on metropolitan 
centers in the south of Sweden. All in all, the four identified discourses found in political rhetoric 
share the same view of Norrland as at the same time a victim and an important contributor. Norrland 
is singled out and compared to other areas and ideals as something specific and different from other 
regions (cf. Eriksson 2010). The region is repeatedly positioned as a rural area intimately connected to 
nature where nature is constituted as a place for recreation and as a productivity resource.  

The combined effect of the identified discourses was that the very general characterizations of 
Norrland ignored the complexities of the vast region. Regardless of whether Norrland was represented 
as a problem, a resource or as in need of support, the need for description poses a dilemma for 
Norrland (and other rural regions) as the different discourses reproduce stereotypical images of 
Norrland as inherently rural, remote and problematic (Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015).  

3.5.2. Rural areas and environmental change 
Political scientist Lindahl et al. (2017) analyze the Swedish forestry model, guided by the goal to 
maintain high wood production for industrial use, capacity to meet sustainability challenges. In ’The 
Swedish forestry model: More of everything?’ Lindahl et al. (2017) find that actors in the Swedish 
forestry industry have, over the years, made great efforts to balance the legacy prioritizing economic 
profitability and high wood production with various environmental, social and cultural considerations, 
resulting in promoting a pathway to sustainability that can be labelled ‘more of everything’. But 
although the problem formulations have broadened, the analysis show that increased production 
continues to be prioritized because it is presented as the solution to mitigate climate change, meet 
growing demands for wood and boost the development of a bio-economy (Lindahl et al., 2017).  

The focus on increasing wood production reflects a strong presence of the ecological modernization 
discourse, constructing economic and environmental objectives as mutually reinforcing each other 
through resource efficiency and technological innovations. The more-of-everything-pathway is 
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powered by the optimistic view offered by the ecological modernization discourse that it is possible to 
create more of existing forest resources (Lindahl et al., 2017).  

On a similar note, Avila’s (2018) paper ’Environmental justice and the expanding geography of wind 
power conflicts’ explore how the expansion of large-scale wind farms, embedded in the ecological 
modernization paradigm, are opposed among rural communities through the defense of indigenous 
territories, local livelihoods and communal development projects. By using wind power as a case 
study, the study explores how, in the context of climate change, the need to shift towards a low-carbon 
energy system is giving rise to land pressures and patterns of uneven development as frequent 
byproducts of the current wind power expansion throughout the rural spaces in the world.  

The support for large-scale wind farms are understood as embedded in the ecological modernization 
paradigm where wind turbines are seen as an effective way to tackle climate change, meet energy 
demands and promote green growth. The ecological modernization discourse has been dominating the 
framing of the low-carbon transition. However, critical environmental justice narratives increasingly 
appear as challenging the socially unequal and geographically uneven patterns that technological fixes 
to solve the climate-energy crisis appear to reinforce. The emerging conflicts places issues of space 
and justice at the center as large-scale wind farms require great extensions of land in rural areas of the 
world while also reproducing urban and centralized ownership, control and distribution of electricity 
(Avila, 2018).  

In ’Urban/rural division in environmental justice frameworks: revealing modernity-urbanisation nexus 
in Turkey’s small-scale hydropower development’, Sayan (2017) aims to further expand the 
environmental justice framework by exploring how not only low-income groups and ethnic minorities 
are disproportionately affected by environmental risks but also rural communities in relation to their 
urban counterparts. The study is based on the analysis of the implementation of Turkey’s small-scale 
hydroelectricity power plant development policies where the needs and interests of urban 
communities were favored despite the socio-environmental burden on local rural communities.  

When assessing the impacts of implementing the small-scale hydroelectricity power plants across 
Turkey, Sayan (2017) finds that the mainstream focus of the environmental justice concept including 
the injustices faced by racial, ethnic, religious, cultural, gender and low-income groups within 
environmental decision-making processes were not sufficient to understand the opposition that 
emerged. Rather, the study reveals that it is essentially the needs, interests and livelihoods of rural 
communities that are threatened. Rurality is here defined as a complex understanding that involves 
not just group identity, lifestyle and culture but also social, economic and political processes that leads 
to marginalization and social exclusion (Sayan, 2017).  

Sayan (2017) shows that the planning and implementation of hydroelectricity power plants take place 
in the name of modernist dreams that mediate urbanization in the pursue of rapid economic 
development and social progress, guided by state-led and techno-centric policies and planning. In this 
context, modernization and urbanization processes are embodied and the needs of rural communities 
consequently neglected and marginalized. In order to better address the social exclusion and 
marginalization experienced by rural communities, Sayan (2017) argues that the environmental justice 
framework need to recognize the urban/rural division as a group difference. By emphasizing this 
division, the deep causes of the socio-environmental inequalities faced by rural communities may be 
better addressed (Sayan, 2017). 

4. Results and analysis 

As was established in the ’Methods’ chapter, Norrland is primarily acknowledged by the national 
press when affiliated with its most dominating land-use based industries including reindeer husbandry, 
forestry, mining, hydropower, tourism and wind power. The largest category is by far Norrland in 
general, constituting aggregated articles about rural Norrland and its natural resources. Wind power 
generated the largest amount of relevant articles among the land-use based industries which may be 
explained by the increased interest in transitioning to low-carbon energy systems. Forestry equally 
generated many articles although a majority of these texts deal with forest related issues rather than 
forestry.  

�15



Planned mining operations in rural Norrland trigger debates between advocates and opposition which 
constitute the central theme in the mining related texts. Tourism is mainly articulated as an inherent 
resource to Norrland, a place to visit because of its natural beauty. Because of this, it should be 
protected from the impact of climate change and cut downs in infrastructure. Resistance against land 
use that conflict with reindeer herding activities and Sami culture constitute the central theme among 
the reindeer husbandry related texts. Hydropower receives little attention in the national press but are 
on some occasions framed as a means to address an increasing demand for renewable energy.  
 
 

Fig. 5 Number of examined articles per land-use based industry 

The articles are fairly evenly distributed among the largest newspapers Aftonbladet, Dagens Nyheter, 
Expressen, Svenska Dagbladet and TT news agency. In addition, articles published in Dagens Industri 
account for a significant share. In accordance with Dagens Industri’s business orientation, the main 
content constitute medium and large-scale investments in tourism, mining and wind power. 
Representation of articles published in Dagens ETC, Fria Tidningar and Dagen is low which may be 
partly explained by their scope and frequency. Dagens ETC and Fria Tidningar have a pronounced left 
and environment orientation which is reflected in the articles where Norrland as exploited by central 
powers constitute the dominant angle. Finally, the representation of Norrland in Metro is low which 
may be explained by the fact that Metro is distributed and read mainly in urban areas.  

 

Fig. 6 Distribution of examined articles among the selected news papers 
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Texts in the news article genre is the most common genre which, given the selection criteria, is an 
expected result. Letters to the editor constitute the second most common genre. These texts are 
characterized by discontent towards the perceived neglecting of Norrland. The short news items vary 
in character and are represented across all the land-use based industries, mediating straightforward 
information. The events covered by the short news items are, on many occasions, dealt with it in 
depth in other news articles. The distribution between chronicles, debate articles and reviews are more 
or less even. Cultural works that criticize the mining industry constitute the majority of the reviews. 
Editorials are the least common genre. 
 
 

Fig. 7 Distribution of examined articles according to genre 

A vast majority of the texts are written by journalists, followed by citizens. The remaining categories 
of authors; politicians, interest organizations, experts, business representatives, public officials and 
celebrities are only represented on very few occasions. The image of rural Norrland is thus essentially 
constructed by journalists in the national press and in TT news agency.  

 

Fig. 8 Distribution of examined articles according to authors 

Although journalists are over-represented as authors, businesses and experts are frequent sources in 
journalistic texts. These actors are regularly quoted to further illuminate the situation described by the 
journalists. Politicians on the other hand, are rarely heard. 
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Fig. 9 Distribution of examined articles according to cited actors 

The core/periphery struggle is very much present in the material. The very fact that the inland of 
Norrland is most commonly represented in the national press through its land-use based industries 
underpin that claim as dependency on traditional industries is one of the periphery characteristics 
(Botterill et al., 2000). As shown in the table below, the center/periphery struggle is more present than 
not among the studied texts. 
 

Fig. 10 Prevalence of Core-Periphery struggle among the articles 
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4.1. In-depth analysis of land-use based industries 
The most important findings has to do with the land-use based industries and Norrland in general. 
Here, the focus will revolve around the main findings, which are presented in order of occurrence. 

4.1.1. Norrland in general 
A large number of the texts categorized as being about Norrland in general, rather than concerning a 
specific land-use based industry, are letters to the editor. With a few exceptions, the texts are 
characterized by indignation. The writers are angry and upset that the interest in and development of 
Norrland is overlooked, although great profits are made when extracting natural resources from the 
region: 

’Norrland constitutes 67 percent of Sweden's land area, but today only 18 percent of the country's 
population live here. Nevertheless, Norrland accounts for 86 percent of the country's net exports 
through mines, forests, hydropower and tourism. What do we get for this? Hardly anything!’  - 
Aftonbladet 160610 (’Patriot’) 

’Norrlanders get none of the profit generated by hydropower, wind power and forests taken from the 
northern regions. Everything goes to Stockholm, where electricity companies and forest companies 
have their headquarters. The government has donated the mining industry to other countries, such as 
Canada and Australia. We are left with fields ruined by the dams, wide line streets and deforestation. 
We are expected to be here together with all the bears, wolves and other predators, because 
southerners have decided that this is wilderness.’  - DN 130823 (Ingrid Julin) 

’A lot of people are forced to move to Stockholm because that’s where the jobs and the universities 
are. Norrland is de-populated and people are unemployed even though this is where the resources 
such as mines, forest and hydropower come from. Without Norrland Stockholm wouldn’t be as rich as 
it is today. Remember that Sweden’s assets are not evenly distributed!’  - DN 120504 (Elinor 
Karlsson) 

Norrland is an ambiguous concept that refers to a geographical region that covers almost two thirds of 
Sweden. In that regard, the concept is too general to consider specific contexts/places. But Norrland is 
also used as a political weapon to emphasize vulnerability, as demonstrated above. Similar to the 
findings made by Lundgren and Nilsson (2015) with regards to construction of Norrland in political 
rhetorics, The region is singled out as both a victim and an important contributor that is undeservedly 
neglected. References to Norrland as a geographical region connotes homogeneity, an application of 
the term that underpins standardized understandings of Norrland in a way that ignore the diversity and 
complexities of the vast land area (Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015). Thus, representations of Norrland 
never appear as ‘neutral’ or plain descriptions. It is simultaneously used as a manifestation of an 
indifferent attitude towards northern Sweden, and as an objection towards precisely that.  

It should also be noted that although the division between core and periphery and urban and rural are 
partly based on actual characteristics and statistics, it is also influenced by prevailing assumptions - or 
discourses- about Norrland. When these assumptions are presented and represented as mere facts, they 
eventually can become understood as such (Kauppila, 2011). The descriptions about of the situation in 
Norrland may very well conform with current conditions, while simultaneously reinforcing perceived 
stereotypical characteristics of northern Sweden. 

4.1.2. Wind power 
Introducing large-scale wind farms in Sweden is the result of increased interest in, and demand for, 
renewable energy and technological advancements in operating windmills in forest and cold climate 
(Ronsten, 2011). The media’s interest in wind power is big and it is the land-use based industry that 
generates the largest number of relevant texts. Wind power is mainly addressed through large-scale 
(forthcoming) wind park projects in Norrland and the hindrances and opposition that these large-scale 
projects bump into. Over the studied period of 10 years, media report about the extensive investments 
in wind parks that influential actors such as the forest company SCA are planning: 
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’The forest company SCA are negotiating with several power companies about investments in new 
large wind parks in SCA:s woodlands in Norrland. The investments concern four areas as big as 
those that are part of the cooperation with Norwegian Statkraft and dozens of billions SEK. The 
project in cooperation with Statkraft cost 16-20 billion SEK.’  - Di 100618 

’Several hundred wind turbines for up to 12 billion SEK may be built on SCA:s property in Norrland. 
It is the forest and hygiene group who are preparing a new wind power initiative in Sweden together 
with the German power giant Eon.’  - Di 121221 

The investment related articles about wind power describe how much energy the upcoming wind 
turbines will generate and how many homes that energy will be able to heat up. Apart from facts about 
size of investment, generated energy and households presumably affected, wind power is on many 
occasions associated with value loaded positive connotations: ’Having been regarded a hobby for 
farmers and environmentalists, wind power has become the industry of the future and many now wish 
to be associated with it.’ - SvD 080608 

’The production of electricity on Gabrielsberget will be able to heat at least 60 000 houses. The 
extensive investments will give the small municipality of Nordmaling a great boost. In addition to 
generating a number of new jobs, those living in the vicinity of the wind turbines will also receive 
compensation.’  - Di 080625 

’Wind power’s major advantage is found in the Swedish geography. Sweden is a sparsely populated 
country, with large empty areas and a long coastline. Swedish authorities have a good oversight over 
the weather conditions across the country which facilitate new projects.’  - SvD 080608 

The rapidly expanding wind power industry is however faced with many challenges. These challenges 
are partly of a technical and economical nature and partly concerned with cultural and environmental 
issues. To build wind turbines specifically in northern Sweden entails dealing with cold weather and 
long and costly distances: 

’Among other things, major challenges for wind power in the north is cold and ice. The 
manufacturers work hard to develop new technology that can prevent icing of, e.g. the rotor blades. At 
present, up to 150 of the wind turbines already placed in Norrland may stand still for weeks because 
of lack of a deicing system.’  - Dagens ETC 130208 

’Svenska kraftnät (Swedish power grid authority) wish for the wind power expansion to be 
concentrated to southern Sweden as expanding the power grid in Norrland is much more expensive… 
There is already an imbalance in the system, because generation of power takes place in the north but 
is consumed in the south. That imbalance is reinforced if wind power is based largely in the north.’  - 
TT 080602 

The northern wind parks have also attracted a great deal of criticism which is reflected in the articles. 
The criticism is mainly rooted in discontentment towards establishing power plants in a region that is 
already producing a relative surplus in electrical power (Statistics Sweden, 2016). The current 
expansion of windmills in Norrland sparks the seemingly everlasting debate about the inland of 
Norrland making its natural resources available for the greater good without adequate economic 
compensation. Specific to the inland of Norrland and especially sensitive is the conflict between the 
wind power industry and reindeer husbandry. Reindeer herders claim the sound of the windmills 
interfere with the movement patterns of the reindeer in addition to acquiring extensive land areas 
(Avila, 2018). Establishing a considerable share of wind parks in rural Norrland is questioned and 
opposed by actors in reindeer husbandry, directly affected municipalities and environmentalists: ’On 
top of that, there are difficulties in obtaining local acceptance for the bulky and whining wind parks. 
In Norrland, the Sami’s concern for reindeer pasture is a stumbling block.’ - Di 100318 

’The forest company SCA and the Norwegian power company Statkraft’s extensive wind power project 
in Norrland is at risk of failing. Due to appeals lodged by reindeer husbandry organizations and 
municipalities, the realization of the 20 billion SEK project is at stake.’   - Di 100302 

Not specifically concerned with reindeer husbandry, environmental conservation concerns are also 
expressed: 
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’Given the expansion of wind power in the Swedish mountains, it is a likely scenario that we, similar 
to the consequences resulting from the development of hydro electric plants, are depriving coming 
generations of natural places worthy of protection’  - SvD 160810 

The large wind power investments in rural Norrland are part of a global expansion of industrial wind 
power that has emerged as a response to the need to shift towards renewable energy systems in the 
context of climate change. As suggested by Avila (2018), the support for large-scale wind power 
investments is largely informed by the ecological modernization discourse where technological 
innovations supported by government will promote green business and economic growth while 
tackling the threat of climate change. The framing of wind power through the ecological 
modernization discourse can be observed in multiple instances of the texts where references to 
governmental institutions, large-scale enterprises and technological solutions and constraints are 
apparent. Ecological modernization as the prevalent discourse is also evident on the occasions where 
journalistic articles frame wind power in positive terms.  

While a majority of the wind power texts are framed within the ecological modernization discourse, 
the opposition among primarily environmentalists and the Sami communities give voice to an 
environmental justice perspective. Avila (2018) argues that the environmental justice approach that 
these critical views embrace, recognize industrial wind power as an external force reinforcing 
historical patterns of inequality and injustice. The peripheral contexts where opposition towards wind 
power emerges are concerned with land pressures and patterns of uneven development (Avila, 2018).  

Consistent with Avila’s (2018) claim, the Sami and environmentalist opposition in the inland of 
Norrland recognize that the environmental change that the wind power expansion create pose 
challenges to their ability to maintain their livelihood and cultural identities. Through the ecological 
modernization discourse and the environmental justice discourse observed in the Norrlandic wind 
power debate represented in the articles, power relations between peripheral areas and urban areas are 
made visible. Expansions in wind power are taking place in detriment of Sami and rural communities 
interests. This may further emphasize experiences of inadequate control over major decisions 
influencing peripheral communities’ economic and social well-being, as suggested by Botterill et al. 
(2000) in the core-periphery framework.  

4.1.3. Forestry 
A majority of the texts about the forest and forestry in Norrland are news items about the state of the 
forest. In 2016, the tabloid Aftonbladet e.g. published a news article about the remarkable amount of 
blueberries to be found in the forest, while a number of articles from 2017 report the very opposite, 
namely a significantly bad blueberry season: 

’While last year was a record year for blueberries, this year is not looking equally favorable. In 
Norrland, the region where access to blueberries normally is the greatest, the cold spring has messed 
things up.’  - TT 170806 

Among the texts about the state of the forest we also find articles about bark beetle attacks on trees in 
the central parts of Norrland, wildfire risks and lack of mushrooms due to drought and reports about 
moose causing damage to pine trees as they pasture. Out of a total of 37 articles about forestry, more 
than half (21) of them are concerned with the state of the forest caused by more or less natural 
processes, such as drought and (extreme) cold.  

Sweden's rich forest resources have played a significant role in promoting the country's industrial 
development and economic welfare for hundreds of years and the forest industry is still one of 
Sweden's biggest net export sectors (Pettersson, 2005, Statistics Sweden, 2014). Despite that, Swedish 
forestry politics are not well represented in terms of quantity. Those who touch upon this subject 
however, are three long and agitated texts. Common in these text is the pronunciation of a strong 
criticism towards the deforestation of Norrlandic forests: 

’The thing is, we do to the forest what we do to the ocean. Bottom trawling in the forest is referred to, 
with a attenuating rewriting, as ground preparation. Instead of trawl, harrows, plows and other 
scraper devices are used. The purpose is not moose hunting but preparing the ground for pine 
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plantations.’ - Expressen 150928 (Ann-Helen Meyer Von Bremen, journalist and author, Gunnar 
Rundgren, agricultural expert and author) 

’I thought in my innocence that greedy forest owners are the source of deforestation. I thought that the 
Swedish Forest Agency, the only authority entitled to care for the forest landscape, counteracted the 
devastation the best it could. The Board is required to do so. But here Holmberg shows, with the 
assistance of five forest professors, that the Board does the opposite. They interpret the paragraphs in 
ways that they force deforestation! Why is that?’  - DN 120506 

’Only 3 percent of Sweden's forests are considered natural forest, forests that have been untouched for 
at least 150 years. Virgin forest in Sweden is one percentage or less. The Swedish environmental 
objective 'Sustainable Forests' will not be reached and the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 
believes that it is not possible to say whether the development is even going in the right direction.’  -  
SvD 170115 (Tommy Hammarström, independent columnist) 

The emphasis on maintaining high wood production over other sustainability objectives, that forms 
the core of the Swedish forestry model as outlined by Lindahl et al. (2017), is being criticized in the 
studied texts. As Lindahl et al. (2017) points out, the Swedish forestry model has responded to the 
pressing sustainability challenges by incorporating various environmental, social and cultural 
considerations, at least at the level of problem formulations. With regards to the implementation 
procedures however, weak mechanisms to implement policy and to make choices and trade-offs 
between conflicting goals prevent the achievement of goals. The current forestry model aims to create 
more of existing resources and is promoting a pathway to sustainability that is best described as more 
of everything, an approach heavily influenced by the ecological modernization discourse (Lindahl, 
2017).  

Based on the criticism articulated above, the Swedish Forest Agency and other actors in the Swedish 
forest industry have been successful in promoting that they are willing to recognize sustainability 
objectives beyond the economical, as addressed by Lindahl et al. (2017). Actors in the forestry 
industry are not living up the expectations that are put on them, implying that people expect them to 
consider objectives beyond the economical. It is reasonable to assume that demands for sustainable 
forestry increase as the general public become more aware of sustainability and climate change issues. 
Considering that forest cover more than half of Sweden's land area and that the forest industry is so 
significant to the country’s economy, it is surprising that forestry related issues do not receive more 
attention in the national press.  

4.1.4. Mining 
Mining is through and through represented and discussed in a polemic fashion in the studied material. 
Among the 31 analyzed texts, most articles take a stand for or against the extraction of minerals in the 
region. The texts that advocate for a continuous and expanding mining industry are debate articles 
written by politicians and/or experts. Common to the texts is the main argument that the mining 
industry creates much needed jobs in the inland of Norrlandic: 

’The expanding mining industry not only contributes to national growth and prosperity but to regional 
and local growth and faith in the future. It is a breeding ground for more and growing companies and 
more jobs, not least in many places that have struggled with development in recent decades.’  - Di 
120905 (Jan Björklund, Minister for Education, Annie Lööf, Minister for Enterprise and Innovation) 

’The question is how the municipality of Storuman will be affected if the mine in Rönnbäcken opens 
up. The municipality has lost 2 000 inhabitants, one quarter, of its population since 1980… Luleå 
University of Technology’s study indicate that the Rönnbäcken mine would generate 350 million SEK 
in taxable earned income in addition to about 500 jobs in and around the community.’  - SvD 140305 
(Håkan Ekengren, State Secretary in mining and mineral issues) 

Contrary to cores (Botterill et al., 2000) characterized by high levels of economic vitality and a 
diverse economic base, peripheries are dependent on traditional industries. Given that these 
characteristics usually have a self-reinforcing effect and that employment in the service sector is 
growing, the already high levels of economic activity further diverse the economic base which favor 
cores. Consequently, peripheries become more and more dependent on traditional industries (Botterill 
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et al., 2000;  Klaesson & Pettersson, 2009). As cores along the Norrlandic coast and in southern 
Sweden become stronger and peripheries in the inland Norrland as a consequence become weaker, 
traditional industry ventures appear as the only solution to ’save’ large parts of Norrland. In the pursue 
of economic growth, the inland of Norrland must begin to materialize its full economic potential by 
making its resources available for exploitation.  

Mining is primarily framed and criticized through the events taking place in Kallak close to the town 
Jokkmokk in Norrbotten. In 2013, the company British Beowulf Mining was given permission to 
extract a large quantity of iron ore for sampling from Kallak. The site for the proposed mine is located 
in reindeer pasture area, and many Sami are strongly concerned with the plans, believing that a mine 
would have devastating consequences for both the environment and the Sami culture. Local 
politicians and advocates for the mine insist that the jobs the mine would create justify its costs. The 
main conflict emerge between environmental activists and Sami on the one side, and mining 
advocates and the police on the other. The situation in Kallak raises the question as to which kind of 
industry is most important to defend - reindeer herding or mining: 

’In the pursue of prosperity, indigenous peoples become hostages. Their legacy is not conquering 
nature but to be an integrated part of nature, and their cultural identity is strongly linked to the places 
they live in. Opening a mine or power plant in their cultural landscape does not only destroy their 
ability to support themselves. It is an assault on their religion, on their lives, on their own right to be 
human.’  - SvD 140226 

’These places have come to symbolize the resistance to the increasingly intensive exploitation of the 
traditional Sami lands. They have come to symbolize a new mission for the Sami culture, identity and 
self-esteem. The Sami Parliament have now unanimously stated that they do not accept continued 
exploitation in the form we see today’  - SvD 130906 (Nils Harnesk (S), Norrbotten: Anna Waara 
(MP), Norrbotten; Ewelina Andersson Edenbrink (S), Norrbotten; Anton Raukola (MP), Norrbotten; 
Berit Larsson (V), Norrbotten; Josefina Lundgren Skerk, Chairperson Sami Parliament youth council) 

The critical views these stances reflect focus on the Sami communities’ challenges to defend their 
territory, livelihood and cultural identities against the State and corporate interests. The opposition is 
framed within the environmental justice discourse, recognizing how the Sami are particularly affected 
by the environmental risks generated by industrial society. Long-standing resistance to protect these 
territories from the State and corporate interests seem to place actors in the mining industry as 
external forces enhancing historical patterns of inequality and injustice. What seems to be at stake 
here is not only defending reindeer pasture land as a material basis for Sami community existence, but 
also to maintain political and cultural autonomy. 

The conflict in Kallak shed light on the injustices experienced by the Sami but the situation in Kallak 
also give rise to a debate concerning injustices experienced by rural communities in general, whether 
the recent decades’ mining boom has actually benefitted the rural communities in which the mining 
takes place: 

’- Foreign actors want to establish themselves and earn money on the low taxes, while providing jobs 
to the population. And the jobs are needed up here. But the division of class is also greater than that: 
those who want the ore have financial resources, those who want to keep their land have nothing. 
(Pär Isling Poromaa, lead singer in Väärt)’  - DN 140623 

’That Stockholm utilizes the natural resources of the Norrlanders without giving back has created  
resentment in Norrland. In view of this, the protests against the mining company British Beowulf 
Mining exploration are not so strange.’  - SvD 130914 

The above stances reflect an experience of inadequate control over major decisions influencing the 
economic and social well-being of individuals in peripheral areas, as outlined by Botterill et al. (2000) 
in the core/periphery framework. It seems unlikely that the mining company would establish a mine in 
Kallak for the sake of creating much needed jobs in a region that is partly declining. Those who 
oppose the mine recognize that the jobs are indeed needed while also bringing attention to the 
economic dependency (Power, 2006) that the utilization of peripheries’ resources has enabled. The 
demonstrations and opposition against the proposed mine in Kallak may be interpreted as the result of 
rural communities’s experience of not benefitting from the overall growth of prosperity, despite the 
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fact that it is the natural resources extracted in their vicinity that has created a large part of the nation’s 
wealth.  

4.1.5. Tourism 
The texts about tourism and Norrland are centered around three distinguished themes, namely; climate 
change and its impact on tourism, travel features and the reduction of northern bound overnight trains.  
SJ’s (the Swedish railway travel partner) decision to shut down the daily overnight train departures 
bound for Jämtland in northern Sweden, and the texts discussing a similar outcome for the overnight 
trains to upper Norrland generates a number of articles. Tourism organizations, businesses and 
politicians in Norrland are critical towards the (possible) cut down: 

’The investigation done by The Swedish Transport Administration state that the overnight trains 
provides great accessibility gains for municipalities in the county of Norrbotten and Västerbotten, but 
does not assess that the overnight trains be operated on a commercial basis.’ - DN 160525 

’- You can’t blame SJ as a corporation for this, but I believe there should be overnight train traffic 
between Stockholm and Malmö, to northern Norrland and Jämtland, to reach the climate goals not 
the least. (Karin Svensson Smith (MP), chairman in the parliament’s traffic committee)’ - DN 150914 

’Organizations and entrepreneurs in the tourism industry are critical of both SJ and the government's 
interest in developing the overnight train traffic in Sweden. We have long been working on getting 
foreign guests interested in the overnight trains, which has a great potential, but neither politicians 
nor SJ show any particular interest, says Per Jiseborn from the eco-tourism association.’  - DN 
140419 

The definitive and possible cut down in overnight train traffic to parts of northern Sweden is the result 
of the decision to expose the Swedish railway traffic to competition. SJ must now run each route with 
profits. Since the night train routes bound for Jämtland and upper Norrland are commercially 
unprofitable it is economically unsustainable to operate those routes. In line with the core/periphery 
framework, Jämtland and upper Norrland are defined as peripheral places that are negatively affected 
by their remoteness from the market. In a time where market principles increasingly prevail, keeping 
prices at a minimum is key. Because there are not enough paying customers that travel with the 
northern bound trains to cover for the costs of running them, there is no economic incentive to 
continue the routes. The low level of economic activity has a self-reinforcing effect as the poor 
infrastructure discourage people and businesses to locate in the periphery (Botterill et al., 2000).  

Lack of snow and melting glaciers are understood as the effects of climate change and global 
warming. These effects bear negative consequences for the tourism industry in northern Sweden 
which, to a large degree, is centered around winter activities and therefore is very much dependent on 
a sufficient snow cover. Donald Eriksson runs a small-scale dog sled business in Västerbotten and 
comments on how the increasingly unpredictable weather affects his business: 

’- We have guests coming from South Africa and Australia and they expect it to be cold and a lot of 
snow, for the snow to be hanging from the trees because that’s what they’ve seen on pictures. But then 
they get here and it’s four degrees plus and drizzling. (Donald Eriksson, Aurora Borealis)’  - DN 
170224  

’Because of their modest size, the intensified melting of the Swedish glaciers would not cause any 
larger natural disasters, according to Per Holmlund, professor in glaciology. The glaciers, however, 
have important roles to play: ’The glaciers are important to Swedish tourism and are beautiful to 
visit. If they were to disappear, certain spots in nature would also be harder to reach.’  - DN 170401 

Travel features constitute the third distinguished theme among the tourism related texts. Common to 
these texts is the emphasis on nature. Tourism in rural Norrland is associated with natural experiences 
such as experiencing the northern lights, darkness, cold, magnificent views and the sense of 
tranquility that nature supposedly bring about: 
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’We leave Nattavaara, one of the coldest places in Sweden, and drive through several miles of snow-
covered forest. Then we are suddenly at Solberget. It could have been one of the abandoned houses 
that exist in inner Norrland, but this place is vibrant.’ - DN 150423 

Tourism also appear to have great potential for further expansion: 

’In 2013, When World Economic Forum ranked 140 countries on the basis of their capability to 
develop tourism, Sweden placed nine. Great natural resources and good infrastructure were some of 
the prerequisites for success. At the same time, the Swedish Tourist Association's forecast of travel 
trends shows that it is activities, wilderness, natural phenomena and excitement that tops holiday 
makers' wish lists. A golden opportunity for Västerbotten whose revenue from tourism increased by 
two percentage last year to over 1.5 million guest nights.’  - DN 140920 

As have been shown, Norrland plays an important role as a tourist destination. Finding articles about 
tourism related articles was not difficult. The texts only date back to 2014 due to an abundance of 
relevant articles. The region is described using stereotypical terms like wilderness and remoteness and 
these stereotypical impressions of peripheral areas can remain unchallenged due to the comparatively 
weak information flows from the periphery to the core that characterize the core/periphery 
relationship (Botterill et al., 2000). Associating Norrland with its natural environment is closely linked 
to the idea of defining Norrland as authentic and genuine, a place with inherent resources, as is also 
suggested by Lundgren and Nilsson’s analysis (2015).  

Norrland as an inherent resource can have economic effects when being available for consumption 
through tourism (Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015). Through the economic values that tourism generates, 
attention is brought to the negative effects of climate change as more unpredictable weather would 
negatively impact the tourism industry in northern Sweden. To shed light on the effects of climate 
change through its negative implications on tourism implicitly leads the reader to believe that 
combatting climate change would have a positive impact on the economic value that an expanded 
tourism industry in northern Sweden bring about. The examples serves as an illustration of the 
prevailing ecological modernization discourse in action where environmental and economic values 
support each other and creates a win-win situation for all.  

4.1.6. Reindeer husbandry 
Reindeer husbandry is predominantly portrayed through two separate court cases about land rights in 
northern Sweden. In what has been referred to as the ’Girjas case’, the reindeer husbandry association 
Girjas is suing the state of Sweden for denying them the right to determine the terms for hunting and 
fishing on traditional reindeer grazing lands. As Girjas won in the district court, the State made an 
appeal and the case is now being tried in the court of appeal:  

’In July 2015 the district court established that Girjas reindeer husbandry organization should be in 
charge of determining hunting and fishing rights in their mountainous region. The main justification 
for the judgment was that Sami’s have been utilizing the land up to 1000 years.’  - TT 161010 

’On paper the whole thing appear to be a simple lawsuit about land: but the issue is very sensitive as 
it is the State that constitute the counterpart to a reindeer husbandry association. The case, which 
started in 2009, has developed into something much bigger: The Sami’s land rights and not least 
Sweden’s relationship to its indigenous people and its natural resources.’  - SvD 171107 

The second court case dates back to 2011 where land owners and reindeer husbandry associations 
where up against each other determining whether reindeer winter grazing is to be accepted on 
privately-owned land along the southern coast of the county of Västerbotten. The court case shed light 
on a longstanding conflict between the parties and the supreme court eventually rule in favor of the 
reindeer husbandry organizations: ’The reindeer ruin our newly planted clear-felled areas, land-
owners claim. Reindeer husbandry is threatened if the reindeer cannot pasture freely, the Sami 
explain.’  - TT 110223 

’Reindeer husbandry associations Ran, Vapsten and Umbyn were, in 1997, sued by landowners 
owners who claimed the Sami did not have right to let their reindeer pasture on their land. In previous 
judgements the district court (swe. tingsrätt) and court of appeal (swe. hovrätt) established that 
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reindeer do have the right to pasture. The Sami claim customary law to reindeer pasture since ancient 
times.’  - Dagen 110223 

To understand the two court cases and the land right struggles they address it is appropriate to apply 
the notion of environmental justice. Although the framework has most commonly been used to 
address unjust distributions of environmental risks, demands for environmental justice also include 
indigenous communities’ ability to preserve and maintain their identities, communities and practices 
(Schlosberg & Carruthers 2010). Here, the claim for environmental justice is demonstrated through 
the reindeer herding Sami’s struggle to continue their reindeer husbandry practices. The two court 
cases are not concerned with direct environmental risks that the reindeer herders are subjected to, but 
are rather to be interpreted as demands for recognition and participation according to my 
understanding.  

Land acquisitions for private forestry tenure, wind parks, hydroelectric plants and mining represents a 
direct threat to the Sami’s possibility to practice reindeer husbandry, the Court’s decisions are 
important in determining the continuous existence of, not only reindeer husbandry, but the Sami 
culture as a whole. To bring perceived injustices to court is well in line with the principal of 
environmental justice as the movement recognize that social and ecological crises could only be 
solved through political action and structural changes (Dryzek, 2013). 

The longstanding conflict between predators and reindeers is also a recurring theme in the analyzed 
texts. While predator advocates argue that predators are crucial for biodiversity and healthy 
ecosystems, opponents claim that they threaten the very existence of reindeer and other livestock 
(Svenska Samernas Riksförbund, 2009). The predator issue has stirred emotions among both 
advocates and opponents for a long time. In two different op-ed pieces, the authors are approaching 
the subject by suggesting that the solution to the controversy is winding back the Sami culture to 
when the reindeer herding Sami followed and hunted wild reindeer: 

’In order for the Sami to be able to co-exist with animals and nature they have to go back to their 
roots and return to the lifestyle lived by their ancestors for thousands of years. The modernization of 
reindeer husbandry has meant that a lot of crucial skills have been lost…Old Sami knew everything 
there is to know about wolves, bears and wolverines…Occasionally reindeer were killed by predators 
but it was seen as a natural part of the hard life lived on the tundra.’  - Aftonbladet 090223 

While the author of the second op-ed piece agree that the reindeer keepers ought to go back to their 
roots, he does not linger on their failures but propose a way forward: 

’Already in the 1940s, the head of Skansen, Kai-Curry Lindahl, suggested that we should swap 
domesticated reindeer for wild reindeer. It’s easily done, wild mountain reindeer are found in Norway 
and wild forest reindeer in Finland. Instead of being reindeer keepers, the Sami would be hunting 
leaders and sell hunting and fishing rights to national and international hunters. A quarter million 
wild reindeer would also result in a viable and huntable predator stock.’  - DN 160501 

What is so striking about the views expressed above, on top of obvious resentment towards the Sami 
population and culture, is the conviction that it would be legitimate for external forces to determine 
the future direction of the Sami, and specifically reindeer herders’, lifestyle, livelihood and culture. 

Contrary to the op-ed pieces, an on-site news story by one of Aftonbladet’s journalists is presenting 
the issue mainly from the perspective of reindeer keepers. The article account for how vulnerable the 
reindeer calves are to attacks from the Golden Eagle specifically, and how James Anaya, Special 
Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples to the UN, is demanding the number of predators to 
decrease to levels that are manageable for reindeer keepers. What is conspicuous in this text however, 
as well is in numerous of the other texts on reindeer husbandry, is the journalist’s inability to 
distinguish between the Sami and reindeer keepers: 

’(The Golden Eagle, my addition) is most vulnerable in the mountains, the same report (WWF’s report 
’Kungsörn’, my addition) establish. No one that Aftonbladet speaks to want to pick out the Sami. The 
few judgements there are on Golden Eagle hunting offenses show that the Sami have been convicted 
in two cases.’  - Aftonbladet 120923 
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While all reindeer herders in Sweden, by law, must identify themselves as Sami, far from all Sami are 
reindeer herders. In fact, out of the estimated 20 000 - 40 000 Sami living in the Swedish part of 
Sápmi, not even 5 000 own and keep reindeer (Sami Parliament, 2018). By not distinguishing 
between the Sami as an ethnic group and reindeer husbandry as a profession carried out by the Sami, 
interpreters of texts may be lead to believe that it is innate to the Sami culture to oppose the existence 
of predators, rather than understanding the predators as a concrete threat to some Sami’s ability to 
carry out their lifestyle and profession as reindeer herders. 

4.1.7. Hydropower 
Not much is exclusively written about hydropower and Norrland. This is the land-use based industry 
that generated the fewest number of relevant articles although the specified search period was 
extended from ten to 12 years. There is little new information to distribute to the citizens about 
hydropower. The northern rivers were dammed up 60 years ago and have since been a reliable source 
of electrical power in Sweden (Össbo, 2014). Today, almost all the rivers of northern Sweden are 
dammed apart from a few exceptions, Sweden’s protected National Rivers (swe. Nationalälvar). The 
exempted National Rivers are kept unregulated primarily due to exceptional biodiversity and 
recreational values (Sveriges Riksdag, 2009). Interpreting the hydro power related articles, however, 
suggest that this attitude might be about to change as a number of letters to the editor propose 
expansion of hydro power in both regulated and unregulated waters as a response to climate change 
and the increased demand for clean energy: ’Build hydropower in our unexploited waters in Norrland 
where we have free access to energy. The result: clean energy and no pollution.’ - Expressen 070726 
(’Miljövän’) 

’Sweden is one of few countries that seems to be able to benefit from global warming. That is of 
course little consolation in a world of conflicts and refugees. We must contribute as much as we can 
to the reduction of greenhouse gases. A safe way would be to exploit more rivers in Norrland.’  - DN 
061203 

Similar to the arguments conveyed to support the expansion of wind parks, exploiting hitherto 
unexploited National Rivers in Norrland are framed as the solution to climate change and its 
associated energy-crisis. By referring to the issue of global warming as something that Sweden could 
’benefit from’ and that the energy produced by hydroelectricity power plants in Norrland are ’free’, 
the prevalence of the ecological modernization discourse demonstrate itself. Exploiting Norrlandic 
waters is presented as a win-win situation for all, an arrangement that would promote green growth 
and meet the energy demands. What is not being addressed however, is how such an arrangement 
would affect the local environment and who would be the end-user of the generated energy. Nor is the 
current and increasing demand for energy addressed or questioned. 

When cores utilize peripheries’ resources for their own benefit and development and the commodities 
produced in the periphery are not consumed on-site, economic dependency emerges. As peripheries 
become increasingly dependent on the cores, cores will strengthen their position in relation to the 
peripheries and the unequal relationship produces a polarization process (Power, 2006). The 
articulation of the dependence theory is found among articles calling into question the failure to retain 
revenue locally: 

’Jokkmokk with its 11 hydroelectric plants within the municipality accounts for 15 per cent of the total 
production of hydropower in Sweden. In a click of a button they can turn off all electricity in 
Stockholm. Jokkmokk, one of the poorest municipalities in Sweden and heavily exploited, gets none of 
the large sum profits from the hydropower plants.’  - Expressen 160813 

In order to come to terms with this, the Left party suggest in a debate article that revenue from hydro 
electric plants is re-invested in the affected regions: 

’Today, most of the power companies profit end up at the head quarters in big cities or with share 
holders. We believe that a significant part of the profit from hydropower, but also profits from wind 
power and logging, should be taxed and re-invested in the municipalities where the production takes 
place.’  - Dagens ETC 140826 (Marcus Forssman, Marie Hansson, Ulf Breitholtz, Anders Malmros, 
Left party in Sollefteå) 
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Consistent with the findings made by Lundgren and Nilsson (2015), the statements above position 
Norrland as both a supplier of resources and as a victim. The discourses on Norrland as a resource for 
production and as a victim recognize how the natural resources inherent to Norrland significantly 
contributes to the Swedish productivity. It comprises notions of economic independence and self-
sufficiency while simultaneously position the region as a victim, where Norrland (especially the 
inland of Norrland) is not reasonably compensated for the resources but these resources instead 
benefit metropolitan regions in southern Sweden and along the Norrlandic coast. The suggestion made 
by the Left party underpins a transfer of responsibility. They recognize that the lack of reasonable 
compensation is the fault of larger cities and share holders rather than rural Norrland itself. By doing 
so, rural Norrland as a victim is reinforced, as the notion of rural Norrland as vulnerable and 
subordinated urban centers is reproduced. 

5. Discussion  

5.1. Norrland and ecological modernization 
In the analyzed media material, Norrland is mainly represented and defined in relation to its natural 
resources and the land-use based industries that these assets enable. This finding is consistent with the 
’Norrland as a resource’ discourse, that Lundgren and Nilsson (2015) identified in the Swedish 
parliamentary material that in turn describe and make suggestions for how to address the challenges 
faced by the region. Lundgren and Nilsson (2015) argue that when Norrland is framed as a 
productivist supplier of resources, that benefits the whole nation, and that contributes to Swedish 
productivity, it implies that the region best serves its purpose by materializing its full economic 
potential. Given that the essence of Norrland is articulated through natural resources, this discourse 
permeates the entire material on a meta-level. That is, the mere fact that Norrland is primarily visible 
in the national press when associated with its natural resources, support the presence of ’Norrland as a 
resource’ discourse. 

Norrland as a productivist supplier of natural resources convert ore, forest, water, and wind into 
economic capital. Out of the six industries, four are in the business of satisfying an increasing demand 
for raw materials and energy generated by national and global economic growth and prosperity. Due 
to an increased public awareness of the risks that climate change pose, Sweden and most of the 
international community are recognizing the urgent need to phase out the extraction and use of fossil 
fuels and replace the world’s energy sources with renewables such as hydropower, solar power and 
wind power. The Swedish forestry industry intensify silviculture to meet the growing requirements for 
biomass and low carbon energy production, and actors in the mining industry lobby for expanded 
operations as the extracted metals and minerals will be needed in the development of sustainable 
energy solutions (Lindahl et al., 2017; SEI, 2018). Sweden is now aiming for a conversion to a green 
economy and has committed to reach net-zero emissions by 2045 (UNFCCC, 2017). Thus, the natural 
resources that are associated with Norrland not only contribute to the country’s productivity, they are 
also articulated as crucial in facilitating a low-carbon transition and mitigating climate change.  

Norrland as a resource is closely connected to notions of improving resource efficiency. The 
establishment of large-scale wind parks, the suggestions to exploit waters for hydropower and the 
mine explorations in Kallak, are all ways by which Norrland may materialize its full economic 
potential while simultaneously address the risks posed by climate change. As such, the discourse of 
Norrland as a resource is also embedded in the ecological modernization discourse. Central to 
ecological modernization is the belief that economic growth and environmental protection reinforce 
one another by means of technical innovations, resource efficiency, competitive markets and state 
interventions (Dryzek, 2013). Swedish politicians have generally shown a strong preference for 
ecological modernization narratives in the pursue of operationalizing sustainable development (cf. 
Anshelm, 2004; Sandström and Sténs, 2015). To accommodate the nation’s green growth, Norrland 
must contribute with its natural resources. When sustainability is framed primarily in the context of 
climate change, the reproduction of Norrland as a site for resource production and exploitation serves 
a utilitarian purpose. 

The consequences of applying ideas of ecological modernization onto this region may be further 
understood through the core-periphery framework. As have been accounted for, the understanding of 
rural and urban is closely connected to the conceptual pair center and periphery, which illustrate the 
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asymmetrical power relation between places. The core attracts innovation, technology, development 
and information flows, and the periphery is characterized by a comparative lack of the same values 
(Botterill et al., 2000). Given the emphasis in the ecological modernization discourse on technological 
innovation, competitive markets and the cooperation of businesses and government, as the means to 
solve environmental challenges and promote economic growth, cores becomes the natural places to 
proceed from. When resource efficiency and competition is key, Norrland is negatively affected due to 
its remoteness from the market. Ultimately, one can conclude that the conflict between cores and 
peripheries are deepened and reinforced by the premises of ecological modernization.  

5.2. Destination Norrland 

The (perceived) remoteness of Norrland makes the region a great tourist destination for those who 
wish to escape the stressful modern society to enjoy unspoilt wilderness. As demonstrated in the 
results, tourism in Norrland is associated with natural experiences and a sense of tranquility. From a 
tourism perspective, the natural resources of Norrland ought to be conserved rather than made 
available for industrial production. In that regard, tourism is an incentive to conserve the natural 
environment. When Norrland’s unique selling point as a tourist destination is its remoteness and 
aesthetic values however, Norrland is mainly assessed by its ability to provide ’idyllic 
rurality’ (Lundgren & Nilsson, 2015). 

The notion of Norrland as a destination untouched by modernization processes corroborates with 
Eriksson’s (2010) description of the region as commonly being represented as more ’authentic’ than 
the rest of Sweden. Norrland is essentially viewed as different than other parts of the country. While 
authenticity may be idealized, it also marginalizes the region as the concept simultaneously connotes 
backwards striving and lack of sophistication (Eriksson, 2010). 

In several instances in the material on tourism, the impact of climate change in terms of global 
warming is brought up in relation to how it is affecting tourism as many of the tourists come for the 
cold climate. Ironically, the warmer climate that is affecting the tourism entrepreneurs negatively is 
exacerbated by the plane flights that many visitors undertake to get to the destinations. Essentially, the 
natural environment that is central to tourism in northern Sweden is undermined by the tourism 
industry itself by means of traveling. 

5.3. Rurality and inclusiveness 
In the many instances when pro-Norrlandic arguments in defence of the region are articulated, the 
’Norrland as resource’ discourse may be further reinforced. When Norrland keeps being defined in 
terms of its exoticised natural environment, the region will continue to be assessed as essentially rural. 
Similar to the conclusion made by Lundgren and Nilsson (2015) where pro-rural policies contributed 
to constituting Norrland and rurality as problematic, one can claim that describing and defending 
Norrland may also reproduce the idea that something is indeed wrong with this part of the country. 

While the positioning of Norrland as essentially rural is an important finding itself in this study, the 
impact and effect needs to be understood in terms of power. As previously discussed, the 
operationalizing of sustainable development through ecological modernization arguably position 
organizations and individuals in peripheral areas further away from where power is exercised. 

The construction of rurality has consequences with regards to direction of capital flow, participation 
and decision-making processes. The construction of Norrland as inherently rural, not only forms 
imageries of rurality, but also have implications for the living conditions under which its inhabitants 
live. This finding is supported by Rönnblom’s (2014) report on how the Swedish countryside is 
’produced’ in national policy, concluding that the prevailing hierarchy where the rural is inferior to the 
urban contributes to an inequitable allocation of common resources where the urban population 
benefits more than the rural population. Taking Norrland as a productivist resource as a starting point, 
large-scale wind farms, mining operations, deforestation and further exploitation of waters for 
hydropower may all be motivated if Norrland is perceived as a vast land area that is essentially empty.  
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5.4. Changing media landscape  
At this stage of the discussion, the role of media and the changing media landscape needs to be 
addressed. Due to increased access to free content on the internet, the Swedish press are facing 
financial struggles which has been a a serious blow to the national press’ local editorial in northern 
Sweden. The national news agency TT has also closed down their three local editorials in Norrland. 
(Althén & Nygren 2014). Editorial offices become increasingly concentrated to Stockholm while 
Norrland receives less representation in the national press. The changing media landscape 
characterized by a stronger emphasis on urban perspectives have political implications as the daily 
press is significant in influencing the political agenda. The places and the individuals who are 
represented are also prioritized in political policies (Althén & Nygren, 2014).  

Lack of representation, consequently, place Norrland further down on the political agenda. Consistent 
with the processes accounted for in the core-periphery framework, the weak information flows from 
the periphery to the core allow for stereotypical impressions of peripheral areas to remain 
unchallenged which essentially reinforce the core-periphery division (Botterill et al., 2000). The 
dismantling of the national press’ local editorials in Norrland may thus further remove the region from 
decision-making processes leading to a sense of alienation and lack of power. 

Also, when little information flows from peripheries to cores, from Norrland to Stockholm, urban 
inhabitants have to rely on stereotypical perceptions of Norrland and Norrlanders as these impressions 
remain unchallenged (Botterill et al., 2000). This process is supported by Eriksson (2010) who, in her 
dissertation, show how influential media representations of Norrland contributes to the construction of 
stereotypes of a traditional, working class rural population and a progressive, middle class urban 
population, (re)productions that have implications for an uneven regional development (Eriksson, 
2010). 

Weak information flows does not just characterize the flows from peripheries to cores but also, 
increasingly, within peripheral areas (Botterill et al., 2000) as local newspaper shut down. The 
dismantling of local newspapers have consequences for the local democracy. There is an established 
connection between local media and interest in local politics, those who take part of local news are 
more interested in local politics and are more likely to engage in issues that concern their community 
(Althén & Nygren, 2014). Analyzed from an environmental justice perspective, the shutdown of local 
newspapers in Norrland represent a threat to the realization of environmental justice which, according 
to Bryant (1995) is supported by democratic decision-making and personal empowerment.  

5.5. Norrland and environmental justice  
When extensive land areas in northern Sweden are made available for resource production and 
exploitation in the name of ecological modernization, the environmental benefits and harms are 
unevenly distributed. Overall, poor and ethnic minorities as well as rural communities are particularly 
affected by the environmental risks generated by industrial society (Avila, 2018; Dryzek, 2013). A 
case in point is the geological disposal of radioactive waste from nuclear power production where the 
municipality of Malå, Västerbotten played a prominent role as a candidate site. When examining the 
nuclear waste discourse, Sjölander (2004) find that the discourse is partly informed by the division 
between Norrland and southern Sweden, between core and periphery. By disposing Sweden’s spent 
nuclear fuel in Malå, the opposition fear that Norrland will once again be colonized, a site where the 
toxic waste primarily generated by southern Sweden can be dumped (Sjölander, 2004). 

In Sweden, Sami communities are struggling to defend their territory (Sapmi), livelihood and cultural 
identities against the State and corporate powers, not least in Norrland. Industrial interests and land 
pressures conflicts with the Sami’s ability to carry out reindeer herding activities and can cause 
unwanted environmental change to land of cultural importance. In this regard, the interest of Sami 
communities to some degree coincide with tourist entrepreneurs in emphasizing the protection and 
conservation of land. In many instances, Sami also making a living within tourism. The plural 
instances of opposition against wind parks, mining operations and predator policies embrace an 
environmental justice perspective that is challenging socially unequal and geographically uneven 
patterns of injustice. 
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Large mines have been operated in central and southern Sweden for centuries, some are now closed 
while others are still in operation. And while a large amount of wind turbines and wind parks have 
been established in Norrland, even more wind turbines have been installed in the central and southern 
regions Svealand and Götaland (source). Damming up waters for hydroelectric power generation is 
not exclusive to Norrland but has been equally true for large and small rivers in southern Sweden. It 
should also be mentioned that the planned site for the geological disposal of radioactive waste from 
nuclear power production is Forsmark, situated just north of Uppsala. Knowing this, one might 
question what it is that makes Norrland unique in terms of altering the natural environment. The 
argument that the distribution of environmental risk is unevenly distributed between northern and 
southern Sweden has to do with media representation.  

As have been shown, one of the most prominent findings in this study is media’s inclination to 
represent Norrland as affiliated with its most dominating land-use based industries. Although southern 
Sweden is also exposed to environmental risk, media’s representation of this part of the country is 
much more diversified while Norrland is is primarily visible in the national press as a productivist 
supplier of natural resources. As accounted for in the previous chapter, consequences of unilateral and 
inadequate media representation is diminishing agency to influence the political agenda.  

The environmental justice framework’s vision for sustainability is deeply embedded in support for 
social equity, recognizing that justice is served when people can realize their highest potential and 
where cultural and biological diversity is respected (Bryant, 1995). While the ecological 
modernization discourse mainly embrace an economic and environmental approach to sustainable 
development, the environmental justice discourse approach notions of sustainability primarily by 
emphasizing socio-environmental aspects. Even though Norrland is mostly associated with its natural 
resources with references to economy, the instances of opposition against industrial activities also 
shed light on the socio-environmental burdens experienced by rural communities in general and Sami 
communities in particular. Conclusively, the unbalanced power regime between urban and rural has 
resulted in sustainable development that have been shaped and interpreted from an urban perspective 
(Elhouar, 2014). The presence of environmental justice narratives however, contribute to unveil and 
contest patterns of uneven development and enable a wider discussion about how sustainable 
development should be operationalized. 

6. Conclusion and further research  

By zooming on on Norrland, the aim of this thesis has been to study how power relations between 
urban and rural are constructed in the sustainability discourses ecological modernization and 
environmental justice in the national press. This study has taken interest in exploring what is regarded 
as (un)sustainable development in news media when it comes to northern Sweden and the region’s 
natural resources in order to elaborate on what role Norrland is to take on in the prevailing paradigm 
of sustainable development. 

The first finding and the answer to in what contexts Norrland is mentioned is that the material 
primarily fixate Norrland as a resource. The northernmost region of Sweden is mainly represented in 
connection to the land-use based industries that these resources enable. The resources that are inherent 
to Norrland are beautiful to visit and contributes to the whole country’s productivity when available 
for consumption. The second research question sought an answer to when and how Norrland is 
associated with sustainable development and what understanding of sustainable development is 
prevailing. The most salient finding with regards to the second research question is that the media 
material rarely associate Norrland with the exact phrasing sustainable development, an important 
finding in itself. Given that large parts of the global community has adopted the concept of sustainable 
development as a holistic approach to global issues encompassing economic, environmental and 
social dimensions, it is remarkable that so few articles in the Swedish national press connect 
sustainable development to Norrland.  

Although connections between Norrland and the term sustainable development are seldom made, it is 
possible to discern sustainable development discourses in the material. The articles painted a picture 
of Norrland as significant in the context of climate change. The natural resources found in the region 
facilitate the transition to low carbon energy production, thereby stimulating economic growth while 
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ensuring environmental protection, embedding Norrland as a resource in the ecological modernization 
discourse. Since ecological modernization envision sustainability through interventions that are 
typically associated with cores/urban centers such as technological innovation and competitive 
markets, implementation of these ideas may further reinforce the division between rural Norrland and 
urban centers along the Norrlandic coast and in southern Sweden. As a consequence, rural 
communities ability to participate in decision-making processes that effect them is diminishing. To a 
large extent, the material demonstrate a preference for constructing Norrland and sustainable 
development in relation to the ecological modernization discourse.  

In addition to embedding Norrland in the ecological modernization discourse by coupling the region’s 
natural resources and land-use based industries to mutual environmental benefits and economic 
prosperity, resistance against Norrland as a natural resource for economic value also manifest itself 
throughout the material. Alternative counter voices and themes about Norrland are for instance found 
among the many letters to the editor that oppose the perceived neglect of the development of Norrland 
all the while great profits are made when extracting natural resources from the region. However, while 
these texts might be successful in drawing attention to issues of inequality and the very real conditions 
that characterize Norrland, describing and defending the region may also reproduce the construction 
of rurality.  

Resistance against the dominating understanding of sustainable development as equal to ecological 
modernization is also found in the instances when organizations and individuals in rural communities 
in general and Sami communities in particular, oppose the uneven distribution of environmental 
benefits and risks. These counter voices are entrenched in the environmental justice discourse and 
contribute with perspectives imperative to sustainable development relating to social equity, structural 
changes at the political level and democratic decision-making. The presence of environmental justice 
narratives contribute to unveil and contest patterns of uneven development and enable a wider 
discussion about how sustainable development should be operationalized beyond economic growth 
and resource efficiency.  

The foundation for making observations about constructions of Norrland in relation to sustainable 
development has been articles in the Swedish national press. Media articles about any given 
phenomenon are never unambiguous descriptions about reality. However, how we speak of the world 
affects the world. Perceptions of how the world is organized, of what is important and what is not, is 
largely negotiated by media. People depend on information distributed through media when acquiring 
knowledge about the world and media therefore play a fundamental role in structuring and defining 
reality. Media representation is therefore important. When Norrland is primarily constructed in 
relation to the economic value that its natural resources and land-use based industries enable, 
stereotypical perceptions of Norrland remain unchallenged. In a time where politicians show  
preference for operationalizing sustainable development through the ideas inherent to ecological 
modernization such as technological innovation and competitive markets, reproductions of Norrland 
as traditional and rural have implications for uneven development.  

This thesis has had a strong focus on Norrland as a rural region. For further research, it would be 
valuable to take on a broader perspective and further analyze and compare how constructions of 
rurality are applicable to other regions in Sweden and also to other countries. The changing media 
landscape has been touched upon but there is a lot more to be explored with regards to the changing 
conditions under which journalistic texts are produced, distributed and consumed.  
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