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Abstract 
This thesis examines the Spanish left-wing party Podemos and their populist way of expressing 

politics. There is a vast empirical literature which tries to capture the different elements of populist 

parties. This thesis seeks to go beyond this, through examining populism as a form of 

representation. Since scholars have claimed that mainstream parties are facing a crisis of 

representation, it is of great relevance to understand which sort of representation that populist 

parties offer in turn. Podemos has in previous research been considered as a new form of left-wing 

party, primarily because they actively have stepped away from using a traditional left-wing 

terminology. Instead, Podemos has been recognized for their populist way of expressing politics, 

through dividing the Spanish society into “the people” and “the elite”. However, this division of 

the Spanish society has not been interpreted and examined in terms of representation. To examine 

what I have labeled the populist form of representation, the thesis investigates the political style 

of Podemos secretary general, Pablo Iglesias, and his way of creating the subject which populist 

parties claims to represent – “the people”.  

 

The result of the study shows that Podemos has a populist form of representation. The secretary 

general of Podemos, Pablo Iglesias, adopts a populist style and he constructs a populist “people” 

through claiming to represent several groups and demands in society. Further, the thesis has shown 

that Iglesias style as well is dependent on several contextual elements, such as technocratic, 

cultural and left-wing features of performance. Moreover, even though the construction of “the 

people” is consisting of the claim to represent several demands, they are all tied to a general 

defense of the Spanish welfare state. The thesis has further shown that Iglesias creation of “the 

people” consists of characterizing it as the ordinary people, the colorful people, the historical 

people and the governing people. 
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1. Introduction  

1.1 Research problem and purpose  
In the last decades, European countries have seen a restructuring of their political landscapes. 

After many years with the traditional mainstream parties winning the popular vote, the situation 

has today become much more fragmentized, with new political forces entering parliament. To 

explain this development, scholars have pointed in several directions. One of the explanations 

which has been put forward is that traditional parties are facing a crisis of representation: voters 

are no longer identifying themselves with these parties and their representatives (Mair 2009, p.16) 

  

As the mainstream parties have declined, others have gained more votes. In particular, populist 

parties appear to be on the rise. Most of these parties are leaning towards the right of the political 

spectrum, often promoting anti-immigration policies. However, there are examples of left-wing 

populist parties which have managed to gain a large share of the popular vote as well (March 

2017). One party which has taken advantage of this form of a representative crisis is the Spanish 

party Podemos. The party was established in 2014 and a few months later got 8 percent of the 

votes in the European election (Gutiérrez 2014). One year later, this dramatic political 

development reached new heights, when the party got 20.6 percent of the votes in the Spanish 

election (El País 2015).   

  

Podemos is a case of a party which to a large part have built their legitimacy on claiming to be the 

representatives of the Spanish citizens. The party has its roots in the Indignados movement, a 

massive protest movement which took place in Spain 2011. One of the main messages of this 

movement was that they did not feel represented by the two Spanish mainstream parties, the 

conservative Partido Popular (PP) and the social democratic PSOE. This was also concretized in 

slogans such as: “They don’t represent us!” and “Real democracy now!” (DRY. Manifiesto 2011). 

However, the protest movement was not interested in being a part of institutionalized politics and 

did not seek to establish a political party (Elstad 2015, p.33).  

 

Despite of this, the formers of Podemos saw the possibility to initiate a party built on the window 

of opportunity created around the issues put forward by the Indignados movement. Therefore, 

they initiated a political project built on the legacy of this movement (Tormey and Feenstra 2015). 

Developing from this legacy, Podemos has built a large part of their discourse on claiming to be 

the representatives of the Spanish people. Furthermore, they have targeted certain groups in 

society, such as the mainstream parties PSOE and PP, claiming that they are a part of the political 

caste. This sort of defense of “the people” against the political elite is moreover synonymous with 

how populist parties often are defined (Thomassen 2016, p.172). Further, Podemos claim to be 

the representatives of “the people” and not “the left” has been interpreted as an instrument for 

stepping away from a traditional left-right wing division of politics (Stoehrl 2017). Another way 

of framing their politics differently than traditional left-wing parties has been to use a purple color 
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in their logo instead of a red one, which more explicitly would signal their ideological standpoints 

(Mouffe and Errejón 2015).  

  

Furthermore, a visible part of Podemos has been their strong and charismatic leadership, 

channeled through their secretary general Pablo Iglesias (Macmillan 2017). Iglesias got famous 

before the Podemos project was launched, thanks to having two television shows where he 

interviewed politicians and scientists and held panel debates on different political themes (Stoehrl 

2017, 558). Further, he appeared in conservative talk shows, which drastically increased their 

number of views when having him on the shows.  The salience of this leadership also became 

apparent during the 2014 European election, when Iglesias face was put on Podemos voting ballots 

(Elstad 2015). Apart from being renowned for his charismatic style, Iglesias leadership has other 

dimensions too. As the other founders of Podemos, he has a background in academia. Iglesias has 

a PHD in political science and was before the initiation of Podemos working as a lecturer at 

Universidad de Complutense in Madrid. Therefore, his leadership has been recognized for not 

only relying on charisma, but also knowledge (Bickerton and Accetti 2018).  

 

Since Podemos originates from a movement which expressed that the Spanish mainstream parties 

had failed to represent Spanish citizens, it is arguably important to ask what kind of representation 

the party offers in turn. In particular, it is interesting to clarify if one can speak of a populist form 

of representation. Previous research has as mentioned expressed that Podemos relies on a populist 

division of society, into “the people” and “the elite”. Nevertheless, there is room for investigating 

the representative features this division of society entails. Therefore, the purpose with this thesis 

is to clarify if Podemos has a populist form of representation and if so, which elements their 

populist form of representation consists of. Consequently, in order to explore Podemos populist 

form of representation, the research question which the thesis will answer will be the following:  

 

• Does Podemos have a populist form of representation and if so, which elements does 

their form of representation consist of? 

 

In order to answer this question, I have turned to two theoretical concepts: populism and 

representation. Traditionally, populism has been interpreted as a form of politics which is not 

compatible with representation (Taggart 2004). Rather, it has been put forward that the populist 

leader or representative has had a direct relationship with “the people”, without any intermediate 

institutions. This perspective argues that populist parties want political power to rely in the hands 

of the people, not within the hands of the representatives (Kriesi 2014).   

 

However, recent research has pointed to the contrary: representation is indeed an important 

concept for understanding populism. This perspective has not considered populism as working in 

line with a traditional conceptualization of representation: with representatives descriptively 

carrying out the opinions of citizens (Laclau 2005). Rather, the populist form of representation is 

considered to rely in the performance of populist leaders’ and their creation of “the people”, the 
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political subjects which they claim to represent. Further, “the people” is not considered as a real 

group of citizens. Instead, it is a socially constructed subject which is created from the top, by the 

populist leader. Therefore, the thesis will originate from a constructivist understanding of political 

representation (Arditi 2007).  

 

In order to study the populist form of representation, it is furthermore necessary to decide which 

theoretical definitions of populism that will be used. The thesis will originate from two 

conceptualizations of populism, which I have considered as the most suitable ones for analyzing 

the constructivist nature of the populist form of representation. The first conceptualization of 

populism which the thesis will use considers it to be a political style. This perspective expresses 

that we need to pay attention to “the repertoires of performance that are used to create political 

relations” (Moffitt and Tormey 2014, p.387). Secondly, the thesis will use a broader range of 

theoretical work on populist parties’ construction of the political subject of “the people”.  

 

In line with the theoretical definitions of populism which I have chosen, the analysis will be 

distinguished in two parts, which together will examine Podemos populist form of representation. 

First, the thesis will study if Podemos secretary general, Pablo Iglesias, adopts a populist style in 

his speeches. In line with previous research’s findings on the mix between charisma and 

competence in Iglesias leadership, it will be examined through a spectrum between a populist style 

and a technocratic style. Secondly, Podemos creation of the “the people” will be examined. This 

will be carried out through studying if Pablo Iglesias creates what the literature has considered as 

a collective people, built on the claim to represent several groups and interests in society (Laclau 

2005). To contrast this, the construction of a collective people will be weighed against the creation 

of a left-wing people, since Podemos ideologically has been defined as a left-wing party. Further, 

this part of the text will include an analysis of the different characters Pablo Iglesias ascribes to 

“the people”.  

 

To examine Podemos empirically, the main unit of analysis will be their secretary general, Pablo 

Iglesias. The reason why is that previous theoretical work on the representation of populist parties 

has emphasized that the populist leader should be the focus of empirical studies (Caramani 2017). 

Further, to be able to study Podemos populist form of representation in a context-sensitive manner, 

the thesis will use a qualitative method. More specifically, I will use an interpretive content 

analysis to examine the party. The material which will be examined is speeches by Pablo Iglesias 

in political meetings arranged by Podemos. In total, 24 speeches by Iglesias have been analyzed. 

The speeches were made from the time of Podemos initiation to January 2014 to December 2015, 

when they entered the Spanish parliament. In order to benefit from this qualitative approach as 

much as possible, the material will be investigated both deductively and inductively.  

 

1.2 Contribution and relevance 
As previously mentioned, Podemos has been recognized for their way of expressing politics in a 

populist way (Thomassen 2016). However, since the party has its roots in a social movement, 
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scholars have also interpreted them as being a movement party (Mosca and Quaranta 2017). The 

central claim of this research is that Podemos together with other new Southern European parties 

are hybrids of social movements and political parties: they are to a larger extent than mainstream 

parties based on a mixture between vertical and horizontal elements (Chironi and Fittipaldi 2017). 

According to this research, the horizontal structure of the party is related to the so-called circles, 

which are local gatherings where Podemos members can discuss and decide on the political 

direction of the party (Podemos Círculos 2018). In this sense, the participatory elements of the 

Indignados movement are considered as an important part of their party structure (Tormey and 

Feenstra 2015). Furthermore, this perspective has highlighted that Podemos relies on a descriptive 

form of representation, through calling for an active involvement of citizens in the decision-

making process (Padoan 2017).  

 

However, the vertical dimension of Podemos – their strong leadership and populist articulation of 

politics – has not been interpreted in terms of representation. Therefore, the main empirical 

contribution of this thesis will be to examine the populist form of representation which Podemos 

offers. In contrast to the scholars who have put forward the participatory elements of Podemos, 

this thesis will define representation as a socially constructed process, which puts political leaders 

at the forefront of the analysis. Further, apart from examining if Podemos has a populist form of 

representation, the thesis will also contribute with mapping the contextual dimensions that are a 

part of the party’s representation. 

 

The empirical contribution of the thesis is furthermore tied to its overall scientific relevance: to 

understand the sort of representation which populist parties offers. There is a vast literature on 

populism and numerous empirical studies which either use a single case design or a comparative 

approach (Gidron and Bonikowski 2013). However, there are few studies which have investigated 

the representation of populist parties empirically, and the ones that do are to a large extent focused 

on the congruence between the opinions of representatives and voters (Andreadis and Stavrakakis 

2017). Even though this is a valuable contribution, a more constructivist approach, focusing on 

the performative aspects of representation is left out. 

 

1.3 Structure of the thesis 
The thesis will start with putting forward the theoretical definitions of populism and representation 

which will be used to examine Podemos. More specifically, the theoretical section will begin with 

providing a background and definition of political representation. Secondly, I will present the 

conceptualizations of populism that will be used: the political style perspective and a broader 

range of theoretical work on how populist parties create “the people” Then, I will turn to previous 

research on Podemos, highlighting previous studies related to the two conceptualizations of 

populism I have chosen. Thereafter, I will present the analytical frameworks I have constructed 

to analyze Podemos. In next part, the research design of the thesis will be presented. This part will 

include the methodological choices I have made and the empirical material which will be included. 
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Furthermore, the limitations of the thesis will be discussed. Thereafter, I will present the empirical 

analysis, before ending up with putting forward my conclusions in a final discussion. 

 

2. Theory  

2.1 Representation 

2.1.1 Representation: compatible with populism or not? 
Traditionally, populism has been considered as incompatible with the concept of political 

representation. This conclusion is based upon a larger discussion on populisms inconsistency with 

liberal democracy. Populism has been considered as a direct form of governance, where the 

sovereignty and power of the people is held higher than constitutional elements of liberal 

democracies: such as the checks and balances of modern-day governance (Kriesi 2014). The will 

of populist parties to empower the people has therefore been considered to overlook traditional 

forums of representation. In turn, this perspective does not consider populism to be the solution 

to the representative crisis which mainstream parties are facing. Rather, it has been considered as 

a diagnostic of the “ill-health” of liberal democracy and political representation, not as a way out 

of it (Taggart 2004).  

 

However, recent research has highlighted that populism indeed is compatible with political 

representation. This perspective has expressed that “the people” is not a real group of citizens in 

society, and since it does not exist in reality, there could not be a direct relationship between a 

populist leader and “the people” (Moffitt 2016). In line with this, Arditi (2007) has argued that 

populist parties intend to render-present “the people”. More concretely, this means that the 

representation of populist parties primarily relies in creating and reproducing the subject which 

they claim to represent – “the people”. This perspective does therefore not consider populist 

parties to rely on traditional forums of representation. Instead, it depends on creating an image 

and a character of the citizens they represent. An example of this is how the American politician 

Bernie Sanders claims to speak for the American people, through putting forward them as the 

social majority (Tarnoff 2018). In this sense, Sanders claims to represent a group which he himself 

has ascribed with certain values. 

 

2.1.2 Defining representation: from Pitkin to the constructivist turn  
As illustrated in the previous section, populism is in recent research not only considered as a 

diagnosis of the representative crisis of mainstream parties: it has also been put forward as a 

phenomenon compatible with political representation. However, the compatibility of populism 

with representation does arguably rely on how representation is defined. Therefore, this section 

will highlight how research on political representation has gone from having had a linear 

interpretation of representation to what has been defined as the constructivist turn. In line with 

this, I will argue that a constructivist definition of representation is the most suitable to investigate 

the representation which populism offers.  
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The perspective which highlights that populism is not compatible with political representation 

appears to have a linear interpretation of representation. This perspective believes that 

representatives carry out the opinions of voters without having any influence on their opinions 

and interests. Further, this analysis considers representation as tied to formal institutions, such as 

parliaments (Saward 2010, p.39). One of the authors that have been standing in the forefront of 

this interpretation is Pitkin (1967). In her model, Pitkin divides representation in four categories: 

formalistic, descriptive, substantive and symbolic representation. Formalistic representation is 

considered as to act on behalf of someone else. The descriptive category refers to a representation 

of the diversity of citizens, where the representative is more focused on being than acting. The 

substantive category refers to the representation of interests in society. The last category, symbolic 

representation, is defined as a way of unifying the people and the nation through symbolic 

leadership (Caramani 2017, p.56).  

 

Whereas the first three categories of representation appear to work in line with a traditional view 

on the concept, Pitkin is in the fourth category opening the door for an analysis where 

representation can be considered as a more two-folded process. More specifically, such a 

perspective considers that representation is created in the interplay between citizens and 

representatives. In line with this, Disch (2011, p.113) argues that it is time to question the 

normative assumptions of what she defines as the “the bedrock norm” of political representation. 

In her mind, this norm is considering the identities and preferences of citizens as already settled 

prior to the process of representation. According to Disch (2011), this has had negative 

consequences for theoretical and empirical work, through neglecting the interplay between 

citizens and representatives. The focus should instead be on the reflexivity between these two 

groups, and how opinions are created in the process of representation.  

 

This reflexivity between represented and representatives is also put forward by Saward (2010). 

He has, even more in contrary to the perspective of Pitkin, focused his analysis on the 

representative claims made by different actors. In his mind, contemporary representation should 

be considered as a process where someone makes a claim to represent the interest of someone or 

something. These claims are made to an audience, which can accept or reject the claims, and make 

counterclaims. When making these claims, the claim maker creates a political subject which is 

built on the perception of a group or the interests they carry (Saward 2010, p.42).  

 

Moreover, Saward argues that we should ask how instead of what when we are talking about 

political representation. Representation is according to him less about a specific content, and more 

about how meaning is created and contested. One answer to the question how is according to 

Saward (2010, p.66) that the performative of political leaders plays an important role in the 

representative claim. In other words, factors such as their charisma are vital part of the 

representation process. This issue is moreover considered as increasingly relevant in the 
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contemporary political landscape, due to the representative challenges mainstream parties are 

facing (Saward 2010, p.39).  

 

In this sense, Saward does in line with Disch believe that political subjects and identities are not 

just “out there”. Rather, they are constituted through the interplay between citizens and 

representatives. However, in contrast to Disch, the perspective put forward by Saward does 

arguably have more of a top-down focus. Even though Saward includes the audience as an 

important part of his analysis of representation and their possibility to interfere in the creation of 

identities and interests, the primality focus is arguably on the political leaders and the claims they 

make. This does further work in line with how Arditi (2007) has argued that populist leaders are 

creating the political subject which they represent. One example is the leader of the Sweden 

Democrats, Jimmy Åkesson, who claims to represent “the friends of Sweden” (Grönlund 2018).  

 

Further, Saward (2010, p.46) argues that previous notions of representation have been too attached 

to elections and institutional politics. He argues that we instead should consider representation as 

an event which could take place in a parliament, but also in other settings, such as the speeches of 

Pablo Iglesias which will be examined in this thesis. Furthermore, the person which makes a 

representative claim does not have to be a part of institutionalized politics, such as party leaders. 

Representative claims can be made by representatives of political movements or media 

personalities as well (Saward 2010, p.95). 

 

2.1.3 Representation: summary 
To summarize, this section has illustrated that populism indeed can be analyzed through the lens 

of political representation. However, this depends on how representation is defined. In line with 

the scholars who have argued that populism indeed is intertwined with the concept of political 

representation, this thesis will use a constructivist definition of representation. This perspective 

focuses on the performative elements of politics and puts forward that the political subject which 

populist claims to represent – “the people” – is constructed by the populist leaders themselves. 

Representation will therefore be understood as a socially constructed process created by political 

leaders, in this thesis by the secretary general of Podemos, Pablo Iglesias.  

 

To be able to examine the representation of populist parties, it is also necessary to define populism. 

In the next section, I will discuss the different conceptualizations of populism which are dominant 

in the literature, putting forward the perspectives which I consider relevant for understanding the 

populist form of representation.  

  

2.2 Populism  
This part of the text will highlight the definitions of populism which will be used in this thesis. 

First, the perspective which is most prevalent in contemporary empirical research, the thin-

ideology perspective, will be presented. However, I will argue that this definition does not capture 
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the populist form of representation. Secondly, the perspectives which I consider as adequate to 

study the populist form of representation will be presented: the populist style perspective and a 

broader range of theoretical work on the populist creation of “the people”.  

 

2.2.1 Populism as a thin ideology 
Populism is a highly contested concept within the academic debate, which have led to a variety of 

ways of interpreting and defining it (Gidron and Bonikowski 2013). However, there are some 

common features in the literature. Populist parties are in general characterized as trying to speak 

for a “people” who stands against an “elite”. A definition of populism which has been prevalent 

in research on populist parties in recent years is considering it to be a thin-ideology. Although 

being interpreted differently by scholars, the following is usually a common definition: 

 

An ideology that considers society to be ultimately separated into two homogeneous and antagonistic groups, 

‘the pure people’ versus ‘the corrupt elite’, and which argues that politics should be an expression of the volonté 

générale (general will) of the people.” (Mudde 2004, p.543)  

 

Scholars of the thin-ideology perspective argues that populism is too thin to be studied by itself. 

The aim is therefore to study populism in its interaction with other ideologies, such as socialism 

or conservatism (Mudde 2004). The benefit with this perspective is the “thinness” of its definition, 

which makes it possible to include a broad spectrum of populist parties and movements. This work 

does moreover stand in contrast to previous generations of research on populism, which has 

focused on capturing the content of populism. Previous conceptualizations, of authors such as 

MacRae, had the ambition of creating an all-over encompassing model of the content of populism 

(Laclau 2005, p.9). Such a perspective is problematic since populist parties can stem from 

different ideologies and propose distinct political solutions. In this sense, the thin-ideology 

perspective does further manage to move away from a normative discussion on populism 

relationship with democracy, because it is decoupled from the specific content of different 

populist movements or parties.  

 

Nonetheless, since the thin-ideology perspective is minimalistic, it arguably loses a bit of its 

analytical grip. It is beneficial for comparative studies but has a harder time to analyze in-depth 

the nuances of populist parties (Mudde 2004, p.544). Moreover, the perspective lacks an explicit 

focus on leadership, which is not compatible with the definition of representation as a socially 

constructed process. Since this thesis understands the populist form of representation as a 

constructed process, the thin-ideology does not provide enough tools to capture factors such as 

performance and the creation of political subjects. Therefore, when looking into the interplay 

between populism and representation, it is preferably better to have a theoretical ground that can 

engage more in the specific features of populism. In the next section, I will present the first of the 

two perspectives which I find suitable for this mission: the political style perspective.    
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2.2.2 Populism as a political style  
A conceptualization which has gained increasing attention in recent years considers populism to 

be a political style. The background of this theoretical perspective is the changing context of party 

politics. With new forms of communication entering the political arena, there are possibilities to 

reach more citizens than before (Jagers and Walgrave 2007). The fields of political 

communication have since long moved beyond the party press and a few statements in the public 

television. Therefore, the charisma and performance of political leaders are increasingly important 

(Arditi 2007). Since this is a development which concerns politics in general, the perspective notes 

that there are several political styles: such as a populist, a technocratic or a conservative style. 

However, the development is considered as more beneficial for populist parties, since they often 

have leaders with charismatic styles. In line with this, the populist style perspective does point out 

political leaders as their main unit of analysis (Moffitt 2016).  

 

The most prominent scholar within this perspective, Benjamin Moffitt, has defined the general 

concept of political style in the following way: “the repertoires of performance which are used to 

create political relations” (Moffitt and Tormey 2014, 387). What is important to add is that Moffitt 

has taken an active influence from Saward’s theoretical work on the performative elements of 

representation in his creation of his theory. In this sense, Moffitt has made an important 

contribution in linking the concepts of populism and representation further together.   

 

To operationalize the specific style of populist parties and their leaders, Moffitt (2016) has 

concretized its three most important elements. These are: 1) the appeal to the people vs the elite; 

2) bad manners and; 3) the performance of crisis, breakdown and threat. Further, these categories 

are inductively built through an examination of populist leaders around the world (Moffitt 2016).   

 

Just as the ideological perspective on populism, Moffitt notes that the appeal to the people against 

the elite is a central feature of populist parties. To operationalize this part of the populist style, 

Moffitt has highlighted two performative elements of this division: anti-establishment attitudes 

and the denial of expert knowledge (Moffitt 2016, p.44). Secondly, Moffitt turns to the specific 

behavior of the populist leader, which he classifies as the use of bad manners. According to 

Moffitt, populist leaders often tend to use a tabloid sort of language. This way of expressing 

politics is considered as uttered through a disregard of what is appropriate and a very 

demonstrative and colorful manner. To illustrate this behavior, Moffitt gives the example of Sarah 

Palin and Al Gore. Palin is seen as using the sort of populist expression presented above, whereas 

Al Gore is acting as a mainstream politician, coming across as intelligent and serious (Moffitt 

2016, p.44).  

 

Further, Moffitt does rightfully put forward that the bad manners of populist leaders is a highly 

context-dependent category. This element of style is according to him reliant on factors such as a 

society’s history and existing identities and groups within this society. Further, Moffitt adds that 

populist leaders do not necessarily always have bad manners. To illustrate this, he takes the 
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example of Geert Wilders in the Netherlands, which Moffitt believe has more of a “snobby” 

manner than a bad manner. Therefore, the most important part of the category of bad manners is 

in this sense not only that the manners are bad, but also that the populist style is different from the 

style of the establishment and mainstream politicians (Moffitt 2016, p.59).     

 

Lastly, Moffitt has defined a third category of the populist style, which he considers as the 

performance of crisis, breakdown and threat. According to Moffitt, crisis is not a neutral event. 

Rather, it is something that is performed (Moffitt 2016, p.131). The category of crisis is focused 

on what Moffitt considers as a general suspicion against the complexity of modern governance, 

which bureaucratic elements such as consultations, reviews, reports and implementation (Moffitt 

2016, p.45). Instead, populist leaders are considered to put forward short-term solutions, as well 

as performing distaste for complexity. Further, Moffitt argues that populist parties are considering 

politics as something instrumental, which is used to reach a certain goal (Moffitt 2016, p.76).   

 

To illustrate the difference between a populist style and the style of mainstream politicians,  

Moffitt (2016) has developed a spectrum that goes between a populist style and what he considers 

to be its opposite: a technocratic style (see figure 1.). In order to put forward these differences, he 

has concretized the technocratic opposites to the three categories of the populist political style. 

The appeal to the people vs the elite is contrasted against the appeal to expertise. Bad manners is 

diametrically opposed to good manners, whereas the category of crisis, breakdown and threat is 

contrasted with stability and progress (Moffitt 2016, 46). 

 

Even though Moffitt is not so explicit about how to define the technocratic political style, he has 

to some extent addressed what the categories above refer to. The appeal to expertise is considered 

as putting focus on expertise and to not refer to “the people”. Good manners are defined as the 

use of a “dry” scientific language, formal dressing and a very “official” self-presentation. Stability 

and progress is considered as emphasizing the importance of the complexity of modern 

governance, through considering negotiations and investigations as vital parts of political 

decisions (Moffitt 2016, 45).   

 

  
Figure 1. Technocratic-populist political style spectrum (Moffitt 2016, 46).  

 

2.2.3 “The people”: how is it constructed?  
Moffitt’s interpretation of the populist style provides an important account of the sort of 

representation populist parties’ offers. The perspective highlights the performative elements of 

representation put forward by Saward and how they are interconnected with the populist style. 
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However, there is still one part of this sort of representation which I believe that Moffitt’s theory 

does not sufficiently address: how “the people” is constructed.  

 

Although Moffitt highlights the appeal to the people versus the elite as one of the main elements 

of the populist style, it does not tell us who “the people” are. Rather, it casts lights on how this 

binary and antagonistic division of society is performed. In this sense, the emphasis which Saward 

puts on the creation of political subjects through claim-making is not fully addressed in Moffitt’s 

theory.  

 

“The people” is often defined as the most central part of populism. Therefore, there has been 

numerous theoretical works intending to define the boundaries of this political subject. The thin-

ideology perspective presented in the previous chapter makes an important point which most 

scholars writing about populism shares: “the people” is constructed differently depending on 

ideological context. “The people” created by the right-wing populist parties is different from the 

one constructed by parties with their ideological roots in the political left. Nevertheless, in line 

with the previous critique against the thin ideology perspective, the downside of the “thinness” of 

this approach is the lack of analytical tools to use to capture populism empirically.  

 

One of the most prominent authors when it comes to mapping and defining “the people” is the 

post-Marxist theorist Ernesto Laclau (2005). He is considering “the people” to be a collective 

identity which consist of several different demands in society. These demands are considered as 

the will of different groups in society, such as the demands of the pensioners or the students (Arditi 

2010, p.489). Further, the consideration of politics as consisting of several demands in society 

diverts from previous Marxist-theorization of politics, which traditionally only examines politics 

from a class-based perspective (Laclau and Mouffe 1985). Therefore, the work of Laclau and his 

co-worker Mouffe has been recognized for reconsidering the “ontological centrality” of the 

working class. Consequently, this view questions the assumption that a left-wing transition of 

society should be considered from a class-based perspective (Dallmayr 1987, p.284).  

 

The theoretical work of Laclau does furthermore share the constructivist definition of 

representation as a two-folded process. He argues that: “the function of the representative is not 

simply to transmit the will of those he represents, but to give credibility to that will in a milieu 

different from the one in which it was originally constituted” (Laclau 2005, p.158). Further, he 

believes that the populist leader is a prerequisite for the construction of “the people”, because it is 

the figure which symbolizes all groups and demands in society (Laclau 2005, p.162). In this sense, 

the work by Laclau’s is adequate to analyze Podemos construction of “the people, since it 

originates from a constructivist understanding of political representation. Furthermore, his 

consideration of populism originates from a post-Marxist perspective provides a good ground for 

investigating Podemos, since the party ideologically has been defined as a left-wing party (Ivaldi 

et.al 2017).  
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In line with this, it is also important to address how this thesis conceptualizes the term “left-wing”. 

The left can be interpreted in quiet different ways: a communist left wants to abolish the entire 

capitalist system, whereas social democratic parties generally relies on redistributing the surplus 

created in a capitalist economy (Larsson 2014, p.88). Since the primary focus of this thesis is 

Podemos populist form of representation and not its ideological background, a broader theoretical 

discussion on left-wing ideology is beyond the scope of this thesis. Therefore, the focus of the 

analysis of Podemos construction of “the people” will be on understanding the discursive political 

strategies they use: i.e. if the party is creating “the people” with an explicit reference to the 

working class, or if it in line with the work of Laclau is tied to a larger group of demands and 

interests in society.  

 

Furthermore, there are scholars who believe that the construction of “the people” originates from 

an imaginary community which populist parties claim to represent. Taggart (2004, p.274) is 

defining this imaginary community as the “heartland” of populism. The heartland is according to 

Taggart often constructed through looking in to the past, often in a romanticized manner. To put 

in the words of Taggart: “it is in essence a past-derived vision projected onto the present as that 

which has been lost” (Taggart 2004, p.274). Moreover, Taggart argues that the heartland is 

something which is rather felt than reasoned. In line with this, it is relevant to investigate how 

these imaginary elements works in the speeches by Pablo Iglesias.   

 

To summarize, Moffitt’s theory does not have an explicit focus on who “the people” are. The 

overall question in his theory is rather how populism is performed and enacted. Therefore, to 

highlight which sort of populist representation Podemos has, it is not only necessary to investigate 

the specific elements of performance that Pablo Iglesias use, but also how the political subject of 

“the people” is constructed. Therefore, the thesis will use the theoretical work on Laclau, focusing 

on the formation of “the people” as a collective identity. Secondly, it will originate from 

theoretical work on populist parties’ imaginary construction of “the people”.  

  

2.3 Summary of the theory section: a populist form of 

representation 
As the theoretical section has illustrated, this thesis will use a constructivist definition of 

representation, where the focus is directed on the performance and claim-making by political 

leaders. To investigate this empirically, I have turned to two conceptualizations of populism. First, 

the perspective which considers populism to be a political style will be used to examine Podemos. 

This perspective has explicitly taken influence from Saward’s research on the performative 

elements of representation. Secondly, I have turned to a more general account of how populist 

parties are creating “the people” (see figure 2). This part of the theoretical section will instead 

relate to the claim-making that Saward puts forward as a part of his constructivist definition of 

representation.  In the next section, I will go through previous research on Podemos, presenting 
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relevant empirical work for understanding Pablo Iglesias performance and creation of “the 

people”.  

 

Figure 2. The populist form of representation  

  

 

 

      

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Previous research on Podemos 
This part of the text will address prior research on Podemos. The first part will highlight what has 

been written about the style of their leadership. Secondly, previous research on their creation of 

“the people” will be put forward.  

 

3.1 Podemos political style: populist or “techno populist”?  
The political style perspective has been given considerable attention in the populist literature in 

recent years. In line with this, one previous study on Podemos has used this definition of populism. 

This article, written by Casero-Ripolles et.al (2017), is a quantitative examination of the issues 

and function of tweets from the twitter accounts of Pablo Iglesias and Podemos. More specifically, 

they address if a populist communication style is present in the tweets. The result shows that 

Podemos relies on a division of society into the pure people and the corrupt elite. Further, the 

article shows how the twitter accounts of Iglesias and Podemos are complementing each other. 

They find that the tweets by Pablo Iglesias tries to invoke participation and interaction with 

citizen, whereas the twitter account of the party focused on electoral proposals and the conflict 

with political opponents (Casero-Ripolles et.al 2017, p.994).  

 

Casero-Ripolles et.al (2017) provides valuable information on the communication of Podemos. 

However, the focus of the authors is arguably to analyze the strategies of communication which 

the party has, through examining which issues and functions they put focus on in their tweets. The 

The populist 

leadership style 

The populist form of 

representation 

The construction of 

“the people” 
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communication style of Podemos is addressed but is not the primarily focus in the article. 

Therefore, this study will provide a more explicit focus on the style of Pablo Iglesias and what it 

entails for Podemos political representation.   

 

Further, there is previous research which has noted that the leadership of Pablo Iglesias has been 

a crucial part of the success of Podemos. In particular, he has been praised for his communicative 

resources in the media and in public discourses. According to Macmillan (2017, p.265), Iglesias 

has a rational style, but still use humor to attract voters. Further, another part of Podemos 

performance is their way of talking in possessive terms, dividing society into “We” and “Them” 

(Sanders et.al 2017).  

 

Moreover, previous research has emphasized that Podemos is dependent on technocratic elements 

in their public discourse. However, in contrast to Moffitt’s attempt to distinguish between a 

populist and a technocratic style, this research by Bickerton and Accetti (2018) is considering 

technocracy and populism to be two intertwined concepts. They propose that Podemos and the 

Five Star Movement in Italy belongs to an entire new party family, which they have labelled as 

“techno populist”.   

 

The reason why Bickerton and Accetti are defining Podemos as a “techno populists” is primarily 

that their leadership to a large extent consists of academics and researchers. Further, they argue 

that the political leadership of Pablo Iglesias features both ordinariness and competence. This 

combination is according to the authors concretized in the way which Iglesias puts forward his 

political ideas as the “common sense”. More specifically, this is expressed through avoiding 

ideological conflicts and instead speak in the name of basic principles and values “around which 

everyone can agree and which - most crucially - appear as self-evident truths rather than as 

contestable political solutions” (Bickerton and Accetti 2018, p.133).  

 

The point of view of Bickerton and Accetti is arguably a fruitful one. Their analysis indicates the 

possibility for populism to carry technocratic elements as well, with Podemos as one of the 

specific cases which can illustrate this. However, there is room for testing and nuancing this work 

further. A productive way of using their classification is arguably to incorporate their thoughts in 

a larger analytical framework, which aims at understanding Podemos populist form of 

representation.     

 

3.2 Podemos creation of “the people” 
As presented in the theoretical section, one part of the analysis of Podemos creation of “the 

people” will originate from Laclau’s theoretical work on how populist movements creates the 

collective identity of “the people”. This is arguably a particularly relevant theoretical ground to 

use to examine Podemos. More specifically, previous research on the party has noted that 

Podemos in a reflexive manner has used Laclau’s theoretical on how populist parties tries to create 

a collective identity in their discourse (Kioupkiolis 2016, p.103; Thomassen 2016). These authors 
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have pointed out that Podemos are trying to represent several demands and groups in the Spanish 

society.  

 

Nevertheless, Podemos has at the same time been defined as a left-wing party ideologically (Ivaldi 

et.al 2017). Their economic policies have been considered to build on socialism, in the sense of 

putting forward a clear conflict between the state and the market. Following this definition, there 

is room for further analyzing if Podemos creation of “the people” goes in line with the work by 

Laclau, or if they as other left-wing parties are claiming to represent the working class.   

 

In line with theoretical work of Taggart (2001) which considers populisms creation of “the people” 

to originate from the populist imaginary heartland, a question that is of equal importance is which 

characters Podemos use to describe this political subject with. In his study on Podemos political 

discourse, Stoehrl (2017) notes that the success of Podemos is a result of the representative crisis 

of mainstream parties1. However, in contrast to previous studies on this representative crisis, he 

considers the affective dimension of representation crucial. In his mind, mainstream parties have 

failed to connect with voters through elements such as hope, trust and empathy, as well as more 

negative sentiments such as rage, frustration and resentment. In line with this, Stoehrl (2017, 

p.549) argues that a vital part of Podemos expression of politics has been to construct a social and 

historical discourse built on fantasy and conflict. This consideration of Podemos affective 

elements is important. However, to investigate this work further, it would be beneficial to examine 

how it is used in the construction of “the people”. For example, such an analysis can examine if 

Pablo Iglesias claims that “the people” are a group of “proud citizens”. 

 

3.3 Summary of previous research on Podemos 
To summarize this previous research chapter, there has been one previous study of Podemos 

political style (Casero-Ripolles et.al 2017). However, it was focused on the communicative 

strategies of the party rather than the populist style of their leadership. Therefore, this thesis will 

contribute with a more explicit focus on the latter. Further, previous research on Podemos has in 

contrast to the work by Moffitt on the populist political style highlighted that Podemos is a “techno 

populist” party. Even though this is a valuable contribution, there is room for testing and nuancing 

their definition of Podemos further, through investigating its role in Pablo Iglesias political style.  

 

The previous research on Podemos political subject has shown us that the party appears to have 

taken active influence from Laclau’s definition of the people as a collective identity. However, 

since Podemos ideologically has been considered a left-wing party, there is room for further 

examining the groups which Podemos claims that “the people” represents. Moreover, previous 

research has highlighted the way which Podemos tries to use a discourse built on fantasy and 

history, but there is no consideration of how this is related to the creation of “the people”. This 

thesis will therefore intend to provide a more multidimensional analysis of “the people”, 

                                                 
1 For more on the representative crisis, see Mair (2009) 
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investigating both which groups Pablo Iglesias claims belong to this subject and the character 

which he describes it with.  

 

In order to benefit from the theoretical ground of this thesis and the previous research on Podemos, 

I have constructed analytical frameworks to investigate the empirical material. These will be 

presented in the following section.   

 

4. Analytical framework: the populist form of representation  
This part of the text will present the analytical frameworks which will be used to study the 

empirical material. First, the dimensions which will be used to investigate the specific elements 

of Pablo Iglesias style will be presented. Secondly, the frameworks which will investigate how 

Iglesias creates “the people” will be exhibited.   

 

4.1 A populist or technocratic style? 
To capture the specific elements of Pablo Iglesias political style, I will use Moffitt’s populist-

technocratic spectrum as a base for the analytical framework. However, since I have chosen to 

study the empirical material from both a deductive and an inductive perspective, I have had the 

possibility to partly revise the theory to fit my analysis. As Moffitt himself has noted, style is a 

highly contextual phenomenon, which is possible to see when examining the previous research 

on Podemos and the speeches by Iglesias.  

 

Since Moffitt has defined three different opposing aspects on this spectrum, this section of the 

analysis will be divided in three parts. First, the dimension which goes from the appeal to the 

people vs the elite to the appeal to expertise (see Figure 3) will be examined. Appeal to the people 

versus the elite will in line with the work by Moffitt be defined as the prioritization of conflict and 

the denial of expert knowledge. Furthermore, I have inductively added the tendency of Iglesias to 

claim that Podemos is a part of “the people” to this category. This corresponds to a way of 

considering himself and the representatives of Podemos’ as normal citizens. The other end of the 

dimension, the appeal to expertise, is based on two inductive findings in the analysis: the reference 

to laws and research and through Iglesias putting forward himself and his colleagues as experts.   

 

Figure 3. 

Technocratic         Populist  

   

Appeal to expertise     Appeal to the people vs the elite 

 

Secondly, the analysis will turn to the part of the spectrum which address Pablo Iglesias manners 

(see Figure 4). This dimension is the one which to the largest extent will address the personal 

character of Pablo Iglesias and his behavior. However, after inductively examining the empirical 

material, I have decided to rename the category of bad manners and instead define it as different 
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manners. The reason why is that it corresponds better to the specific features of Pablo Iglesias 

style. Since Moffitt already has highlighted that bad manners instead could be consider as 

different, it does arguably still connect to his theoretical definition of the populist style. Thus, 

different manners are, in accordance with the work by Moffitt, defined as a disregard for what is 

appropriate and a very colorful manner. Further, this side of the category will also include two 

inductively added elements. First, a left-wing oriented performance, which more concretely could 

be if Iglesias speaks about himself as a left-wing politician. Secondly, a cultural performance of 

politics, which is operationalized as the use of quotes of authors or poets. At the other end of the 

dimension, Good manners is operationalized as the use of a “dry” language, formal dressing and 

an “official” way of acting.   

 

Figure 4.  

Technocratic         Populist  

   

Good manners       Different manners 

 

Lastly, I will examine the category that goes from crisis, breakdown, threat to stability and 

progress (see Figure 5). However, in line with the inductive character of my thesis, I have chosen 

to redefine the first category, renaming it as crisis and change. The reason why is that breakdown 

and threat signal a performance of crisis which is not a part of Iglesias speeches; such as a way of 

speaking about the Spanish state as falling apart. Instead, I have added the performance of change, 

since it is a visible part of Iglesias style. This will be operationalized as an appeal to instant change. 

Further, crisis will be operationalized as the performance of crisis, a disregard for complexity and 

an instrumental perspective on politics. The category at the other end of the dimension, stability 

and progress, is instead operationalized as an appeal to continuity and “slow-politics”.  

 

Figure 5.            

Technocratic             Populist    

   

 Stability and progress       Crisis and change 

 

4.2 “The people”   
To capture how “the people” is constructed, I have created two separate frameworks. The first one 

is directed towards the groups which Iglesias claims that “the people” represents. More 

specifically, it will examine if Iglesias creates a populist or a working class-people. The second 

framework will examine the imaginary characters which are ascribed to “the people”.  

 

To analyze the first part, I have defined the populist way of creating “the people” as the creation 

of a collective people. This category considers “the people” as a unitary group, consisting of 

several groups and demands in society. Further, I have also constructed an opposite category: a 
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working-class people. This category will be operationalized as if Iglesias instead claims that “the 

people” is the working-class or are voters who are identifying themselves as left-wing (see figure 

6).  

 

Figure 6. 

Left-wing         Populist 

 

A working-class people      A collective people 

  

Secondly, this part of the analysis will look in to the character which Pablo Iglesias tries to embody 

“the people” with. This corresponds to the theoretical work which claims that “the people” is 

created from the populist heartland (Taggart 2004). Further, in previous research which argues 

that Podemos leaders rely on a discourse built on fantasy and history (Stoehrl 2017). Although 

stemming from this theoretical work, this part of the analytical framework is only based on an 

inductive study of the material. The reason why is that I have not found a suitable categorization 

in previous research. Furthermore, it has allowed me to remain open to the empirical material. 

 

The different categorizations of “the people” are: the ordinary, the colorful, the historical and the 

governing people. The ordinary people correspond to a way of talking about “the people” as 

normal citizens, for example through stating that they are decent or humble. The category of the 

colorful people does rather relate to a livelier way of describing the people, such as through 

referring to them as dreamers or brave citizens. Thirdly, the category of the historical people refers 

to the use of historical elements, such as speaking about the people “from before”. Lastly, the 

governing person refers to if Iglesias emphasize that “the people” is an important political force 

in society (see figure 7.).  

 

Figure 7. 

 

Pablo Iglesias 

characterization of 

“the people” 

 

The ordinary 

people 

 

The colorful 

people 

 

The historical 

people 

 

The governing 

people 

 

 

5. Research design   
In this part of the thesis, the choices which have been made regarding methods, material and 

limitations will be discussed. 
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5.1 Methods  
To understand if Podemos has a populist form of representation, the thesis will use a qualitative 

method. Since the focus will be on constructivist elements of representation, such as performance 

and style, it will arguably be the most suitable methodological approach. If the purpose instead 

had been to so study the times Pablo Iglesias was claiming to represent “the people”, a quantitative 

approach would instead have been more beneficial. Furthermore, the thesis does on a more general 

level originate from a constructivist understanding of the world: political identities are not just 

“out there”, they are created through social interaction. Therefore, to measure Podemos political 

style of representation through a qualitative research design is most suitable for the study.  

 

The specific qualitative method which I will use is an interpretive content analysis (Drisko and 

Maschi, T. 2016). This method is a form of textual analysis which is used to understand the 

meaning which is created in social relations (Ljungkvist 2017). Therefore, it appears as an 

adequate choice when studying the performance of political leaders and construction of social 

identities, which is the case in this thesis. Further, the interpretive character of this method allows 

authors to examine material both from a positivistic and interpretivist origin (Drisko and Maschi, 

T. 2016). Consequently, this thesis will use the possibility to examine the empirical material both 

deductively and inductively. More specifically, this is carried out through a construction of the 

analytical frameworks that consists of previous theoretical work, as well as the findings I have 

made in the empirical material.  

 

Since one part of this thesis investigates the construction of a political subject – “the people” – a 

discourse analysis could also seem to be an adequate method for answering the research question. 

Moreover, it puts focus on the linguistic aspect of politics, which arguably could be considered as 

related to the focus of this thesis: to study how political subjects are created and performed 

(Beckman 2005, 89). However, the discourse analysis is more common when studying how 

several different actors together form the discourse on a specific topic. Since this thesis only aims 

at studying Podemos populist form of representation, it will be hard to say anything about the 

general discourse. Therefore, the interpretive content analysis is arguably more suitable for the 

purpose of this study.   

 

In line with this, the study has an actor-centered focus, rather than an idea-centered one (Beckman 

2005, 18). The purpose is primarily to capture the elements of style and representation which 

Podemos as a populist party has. If the aim instead had been to only focus on the style of populist 

parties, without giving attention to a specific case, my analysis had been idea-centered (Beckman 

2005, 18).   

 

Further, the question which the thesis intends to answer has a descriptive nature. Apart from 

highlighting if Podemos does have a populist form of representation, the question of how this is 

expressed is a central part of the thesis. To understand Podemos’ style and creation of “the 

people”, the question of how is arguably more relevant than explanatory questions, such as why 
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or to whom (Drisko and Maschi, T. 2016). Moreover, the descriptive purpose of the study is also 

matching the theoretical framework of the thesis, since Moffitt has argued that the most important 

question to understand political style is to ask how they are performed.  

 

Nevertheless, the constructivist purpose of the study will not capture all elements which are 

important for understanding Podemos representation. If the party claims to represent “the people” 

through ascribing it with certain values, an interesting question would be to examine if Spanish 

citizens identify themselves as a part of “the people” constructed by Podemos. However, since I 

have defined representation as a constructivist process, created by political leaders, such an 

empirical study would not correspond to my definition of representation.  

 

To capture the specific elements of Pablo Iglesias style and his creation of political subjects, the 

analysis will be built up around the analytical frameworks presented in the previous section. To 

analyze the empirical material, I have used the spectrums developed by Moffitt, as well as one 

dimension which I have created myself (the spectrum between a collective and a left-wing people). 

This sort of analytical framework is usually defined as a dimension analysis. A clear strength with 

this framework is that it provides the possibility to get a more nuanced result, since there is a 

possibility that another sort of style than populism will be present. In this sense, it is a 

methodological tool which avoids a tendency to simply confirm the theory (Bergström and Boréus 

2012, 157).  

 

A potential weakness with the dimension analysis is on the other hand the interpretation which 

the authors does when placing the unit of analysis on the dimension scale. The specific place on 

the scale where I put Pablo Iglesias is not an exact position. However, it will serve to visualize the 

political style which he performs. To prevent ambiguities, I have decided to only have three parts 

of the dimensions where I can place Iglesias and Podemos: in the right corner of the dimensions, 

in the left corner of the dimensions or in the middle of it. Further, the part of the second purpose 

which is dedicated to the imaginary characterization of “the people” will as previously presented 

only be built on an inductive study of the empirical material. In this part of the analysis, there is 

no possibility to use the dimension analysis, since there are no clear opposites in Iglesias 

characterization of “the people”. Therefore, the categories are instead presented in a matrix, listing 

the different sorts of characterizations.  

 

5.2 Material  
The empirical material of the thesis will consist of speeches made by Pablo Iglesias in political 

rallies arranged by Podemos. Previous studies of the political style of Podemos have used social 

media such as twitter as their empirical material. This is beneficial from several aspects, among 

them the possibility to measure the frequency of certain keywords. However, when defining 

populism as a political style, the most relevant question to ask is arguably how it is expressed, 

rather than how many times (Bossetta 2017, 720). The party speeches of Pablo Iglesias will in this 

sense be more adequate to answer this question. Further, this goes in line with how Moffitt (2016) 
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has defined the representation of populist parties: with the party leader being the performer of 

populism.   

 

The speeches were collected from the initiation of Podemos in January 2014 to the Spanish general 

elections in 2015, when the party entered the parliament. This period constitutes the start-up phase 

of the party, which arguably could be when they to the largest extent adopted a populist style. This 

is moreover considered in previous research on the party, which states that Podemos first, populist, 

political cycle has come to an end and that the party now is entering a new, parliamentary period 

(Kioupkiolis and Pérez 2018).   

 

Further, I have used 24 recorded speeches by Pablo Iglesias from this period. The speeches are 

collected from YouTube, both from Podemos own YouTube channel and from the accounts of 

private users. These were all the accessible speeches by Pablo Iglesias from the time period I have 

chosen. Even though there might be other sources where his speeches could have been 

broadcasted, it is fair to say that the sample I have collected will provide a reliable base for the 

analysis. Further, the speeches will be presented and illustrated through quotations from the party 

speeches. In total, 36 quotes are included from the 24 speeches. In addition, the intention will be 

to let the analysis be informed by the entire speeches, not only through the quotes included in the 

text.  

 

Since Pablo Iglesias gives his speeches in Spanish, it has been necessary to translate the quotations 

which are included in the thesis to English. Since I’m studying Spanish at university and speak 

the language, I believe that the translations are made on a sufficient level to understand the style 

and subject creation of Pablo Iglesias and Podemos. Further, the original quotes in Spanish will 

be included in an appendix. 

 

5.3 Limitations  
Even though the speech by Pablo Iglesias is an adequate material to capture Podemos populist 

form of representation, there are other potential materials which could have been relevant for the 

study as well. For example, Iglesias became somewhat of a national celebrity through hosting 

conservative talk shows during the years before the initiation of Podemos. Moreover, he has been 

the anchor of two television shows of his own, La Tuerka and Fort Apache, where he holds 

discussion and interviews which are focused on political issues (Stoehrl 2017, p.558). These 

appearances are arguably important parts of Pablo Iglesias leadership and are beneficial to 

understand the multidimensional character of Podemos. However, due to the format of these TV 

shows, it is difficult to operationalize them. Therefore, they are not included in the material. 

 

Consequently, it should be noted that the choice of material influences the result of the study. The 

populist form of representation might be more present in party speeches, where the purpose could 

be to agitate a crowd. The performance of Iglesias might be different in TV shows, where there is 
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more time to discussed issues in a nuanced manner. Therefore, if such a material had been used, 

the result would probably be more expert-oriented.  

 

Another aspect of my material is that I have chosen to only focus on the appearances of Podemos 

secretary general, Pablo Iglesias. The party has other visible leaders, such as the former political 

secretary of the party, Íñigo Errejón, or their spokesperson in the congress, Irene Montero. 

Nonetheless, since the initiation of Podemos, the leadership of Pablo Iglesias has arguably been 

the most visible symbol for Podemos. In this sense, the choice to have an empirical focus on 

Iglesias will be most suitable to capture the populist form of representation of Podemos. This 

choice does furthermore work in line with my theoretical frame, since Moffitt has argued that the 

populist leader should be the main unit of analysis when studying populism.  

 

A further limitation of the study is that I have chosen to focus only on the case of Podemos. 

Another alternative would have been to compare Podemos with a more mainstream oriented party 

to highlight their eventual differences in style and representation. This sort of design would have 

given a possibility of nuancing the differences between different forms of representation. 

However, the single case design of this thesis is beneficial as well. In particular, it will give me 

the possibility to in depth examine Podemos populist form of representation.  

 

6. Analysis  
In this part of the text, the result of my empirical analysis will be put forward. First, the political 

style of Pablo Iglesias will be investigated, through examining if he relies on a populist or 

technocratic performance. Secondly, Iglesias construction of “the people” will be analyzed. 

 

6.1 Pablo Iglesias political style 

6.1.1 Appeal to expertise – Appeal to the people vs the elite  
This part of the analysis will be directed towards the sort of appeal which Iglesias style relies on. 

The appeal to the people versus the elite will be interpreted as the priority of conflict, the denial 

of expert knowledge and to position Podemos as a part of “the people”. The appeal to expertise 

will instead be considered as the reference to knowledge, in the form of laws and research, as well 

as if Iglesias puts forward himself and his colleagues in Podemos as competent. 

  

When examining the speeches, it is visible that Pablo Iglesias relies on a highly conflict-oriented 

division of society, building on an antagonism between “the people” and “the elite”. Podemos are 

considered as the representatives of “the people”, whereas “the elite” is the group which is only 

representing a minority of the Spanish population. This division of society is arguably at the core 

of his entire political analysis:  
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We have said this several times: there are two ways of governing. You can govern like those who have had the 

power in their hands until now. To enrichen an already privileged minority. Or you can govern for the people 

[emphasis added] (Pablo Iglesias en Alcalá de Henares. Campaña de Podemos, 03:04). 

 

Further, a visible part of this division of society is the tendency to talk in terms of “we” and 

“them”. Iglesias regularly starts new parts of his speeches with stating what “they”, i.e. the elite 

says or does. Further, he does regularly talk about “we”, speaking in the name of “the people”. In 

this sense, Iglesias is not only putting forward Podemos as the representatives of the struggles 

against the elite, but also as a part of “the people”. This is furthermore related to the roots the 

party has in the Indignados movement: 

 

We came from the people and we are a part of the people. And this has implications when it comes to doing 

politics. We will not consent with another euro being spent on formula one highways at the same time as children 

studies in barracks (Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña de Podemos en Alicante, 5:20). 

 

The inclusion of Podemos into “the people” does furthermore consist of Iglesias talking about 

Podemos representatives in terms of being ordinary citizens, as “people from the street”:  

 

We are not heroes. We are not extraordinary. We are decent people, but with common sense. With respect of the 

people. And if you are governing for the people, things can be done differently (Pablo Iglesias en acto de 

campaña en Móstoles, 15:56). 

 

In addition, Iglesias is at several occasions expressing that ordinary people have taken the power 

in several of the Spanish municipalities, referring to representatives from the own party. In this 

sense, Iglesias highlights that Podemos provides a different sort of governance than the other 

Spanish parties. Moreover, he states that when you are taking on a public post, you are signing a 

contract with “the people”. One way in which Iglesias is expressing this is through stating that 

Podemos debt will not be to the banks, it will be to the Spanish citizens. In line with this, Iglesias 

claims that he does not want to be a normal president. Rather, he wants to be the employee of “the 

people”: 

 

Understand one thing, sirs of Partido Popular. I do not want to be president to replace you. Never again a 

president that is the boss of the Spanish people. I want to be the employee, the hand of the Spanish people. 

Because the president is in service of the people and should work for the people (Discurso completo de Pablo 

Iglesias en el acto central de campana, 21:35). 

 

In this sense, Pablo Iglesias is explicitly trying to create a division of society into the people vs 

the elite, placing Podemos on the people’s side of this binary division. However, even though this 

appeal to the appeal to the people versus the elite lies at the heart of Iglesias political style, it does 

not exclude the appeal to expertise. In line with his academic background, Iglesias is to a large 

extent trying to perform “the role of the expert”, through trying to explain the Spanish society in 

reference to the constitution and the juridical system.  
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Nevertheless, this sort of appeal to expertise is not detached from an appeal to the people versus 

the elite. Rather, the two appeals are often intertwined. When Iglesias refers to expertise, he is 

often starting with expressing that “they” or “the elite” are claiming that Podemos not has a 

program, before putting forward the changes which Podemos want to create in the Spanish 

society. A part of this is Iglesias way of expressing that Podemos is “the party of the law” (Pablo 

Iglesias en el acto de campaña en Móstoles, 14:12). Further, these suggestions are often built on 

international laws and frameworks:  

 

During a long time, they [emphasis added] said that we did not have a program and now we have presented it 

for them. Now there are not so many that wants to talk about the program, right?... Well, we want to talk about 

the program. In the program, we are proposing the law 25 about social emergency. Because the article 25 in the 

universal declaration of human rights says that every human being has the right to a certain level of living 

conditions (Pablo Iglesias en acto de campaña en Madrid el 13 de Mayo, 16:23). 

 

Secondly, another dimension of expertise that is visible in the speeches by Iglesias is his way of 

putting forward the competence within Podemos: i.e. the abilities and strengths of the people 

working for the party. Even though this is made implicitly, and portrayed as an instrument to battle 

the old Spanish regime, it is nonetheless a visible part of Iglesias discourses: 

 

Podemos is not a political experiment. Podemos has nothing to do with my performance in the television, or that 

Errejón is the best campaign director. With Juan Carlos Monedero being able to emotionalize us all in the rallies. 

It has nothing to do with Carolina being the best social analysist in this country. Neither with that Luis knows 

how to coordinate groups of people like no one else (Discurso de Pablo Iglesias como secretario general de 

Podemos, 3:16). 

 

This is furthermore carried out through a reflection of the parties’ academic background. In one 

of his speeches, Iglesias says that Podemos has read all the classics within political theory that 

analyses the left, such as Marx, Engels, Gramsci and Lenin. He argues that these theoretical works 

should not be put up as paintings on the wall. Instead, they should be put to practical use in politics.  

 

In this sense, Iglesias is balancing between putting forward himself and his co-workers as ordinary 

citizens who are a part of “the people”, at the same time as directing focus to their competence. A 

visualizing example of this is that Podemos has made internal laws about how much their 

representatives can earn, specifically deciding that their salary cannot be higher than three times 

the Spanish minimum salary2. Iglesias argues that this policy is reasonable, at the same time as 

highlighting his own knowledge and academic background. In relation to this, he is giving the EU 

critique for their level of pay to the European deputies:  

 

If I say to my mother: I have two degrees, I speak languages, and I tell her that they will pay me 8000 every 

month for a job. She says: “my child, that must have something to do with drugs or crimes. It is not normal.” 

                                                 
2 The minimum salary in Spain was at the time 645 euros a month (Salario Mínimo Interprofesional 2018) 
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Why, why does a European depute have to earn more than a professor, more than a judge, more than a tax 

inspector, more than a surgeon? What a disgrace! (Directo: cierre de Campana europeas 2014 Podemos, 17:02)3      

 

The political style of Pablo Iglesias is hence relying on both the populist element of an appeal to 

the people versus the elite, as well as the technocratic appeal to expertise. In line with what 

previous research has suggested, a further mix of these categories is how Iglesias talks in terms of 

“the common sense”:  

 

I went to New York to talk to a winner of the Nobel price, to ask if we were doing things right. And she said 

yes, because austerity does not work. We asked professor Navarro and Juan Torres. We asked them if they could 

help us with the measures of the common sense (Intervención de Pablo Iglesias en el mitin de campaña electoral 

andaluza en Málaga, 20:36). 

  

To summarize, Iglesias is adopting a political style where the appeal to the people versus the elite 

is a central feature. His division of society is very conflict oriented: “the people” is standing 

against “the elite”. Furthermore, he is not only putting forward this division of society, Iglesias is 

also claiming that Podemos is a part of “the people”. The will to be closer to “the people” could 

be interpreted as a contextual feature of Podemos. The party originates from the Indignados 

movement in Spain and therefore this could be a way of performing the horizontality which the 

movement carried.  

 

However, in line with how previous research has claimed that Podemos is a case of a “techno 

populist” party, Iglesias is appealing to the people through putting forward the expertise of himself 

and his co-worker. Instead of considering the appeal to expertise as the opposite to the appeal to 

the people versus the elite, it appears as the former is an inherent part of the latter in Iglesias 

speeches. Further, Iglesias appeal to expertise consists of the reference to laws and frameworks. 

 

Overall, this category of Iglesias style is performed both through an appeal to the people versus 

the elite and an appeal to expertise. He is very clearly appealing to the people versus the elite, but 

this appeal is carried out both through the performance of ordinariness and competence. Therefore, 

I will place this part of Iglesias style in the middle of the dimension (see figure 3.).  

 

Figure 3.  

Technocratic                Populist  

   

Appeal to expertise      Appeal to the people vs the elite 

 

                                                 
3 In contrary to this statement, there has been controversies about Iglesias buying a house for 525 000 euros (Jones 

2018)    
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6.1.2 Good manners – Different manners  
This category will address if Pablo Iglesias style relies on good or different manners. Different 

manners will be understood as a disregard for what is appropriate and a very colorful way of 

expressing politics. Further, it will include the elements of Iglesias speaking about himself as a 

left-wing political leader and a cultural way of expressing politics. Good manners is on the 

contrary operationalized as the use of a “dry” language, formal dressing and an “official” way of 

acting.  

 

As Moffitt has put forward in his theory, the category of style is arguably very context-dependent: 

what is appropriate in one political context or country could be highly inappropriate in another. 

Nonetheless, a visible part of Iglesias speeches is his use of a rhetoric which could be interpreted 

as disregarding what is appropriate. This is specifically a feature of Iglesias speeches when he 

speaks about “the elite”. In several occasions, Iglesias use very harsh words to describe them:  

 

Riffraff’s, corrupts and thief’s – you say that you want to throw the people of Madrid out on the streets. I will 

be rough: the people want to throw you out. You should leave! (Pablo Iglesias en Alcalá de Henares. Campaña 

de Podemos, 08:54)  

 

In this sense, there is a clear tendency to use harsh words to describe the elite in the speeches by 

Iglesias. This does furthermore correspond to the antagonistic character of the appeal to the people 

vs the elite presented in the previous section. The sort of statements as the one above is often 

characterized as including an angry and serious tone. Another way in which Iglesias express this 

sort of antagonism is through stating that he is offended by “the elite”:  

 

Well, I’m sorry from the depth of my soul, but I will not be a cynic. I will not stop getting offended. I’m offended 

by the bragging of Rita Barberá
4
…I’m offended by the fact that the president travels in a private jet that costs 

10 000 euros every hour. I’m offended by their mansions…I’m offended by their arrogance (Cierre de campaña 

electoral de Podemos en Madrid, 02:26:06). 

 

However, the antagonism which Iglesias tries to create between “the people” and “the elite” is not 

only carried out in this, rather aggressive, bad manner. Another element which Iglesias uses to 

perform this antagonism is through appealing to laughter among the audience at the rallies. To 

describe the former Spanish president Jose Maria Aznar, Iglesias makes references to him as the 

evil protagonist from Star Wars, Darth Vader, and starts to sing the theme anthem of this character 

together with the crowd. In this sense, Iglesias disregard for what is appropriate is expressed 

through anger and harsh words, but also through appealing to the humor of his audience. 

 

Further, even though the disregard of appropriateness is a visible part of Iglesias performance, 

there are other elements which are characterizing his style as well. Particularly, Iglesias uses a 

very colorful way of expressing his political opinions. He uses metaphors, stories and historical 

                                                 
4 Rita Barberá is a former member of Partido Popular (Caparrós 2018)   
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events to interpret the Spanish society, as well as to analysis current global affairs. In a rally the 

days before the election to the European parliament, Iglesias initiated his speech with an anecdote 

about “the land of the mice”, which had been governed by cats, who only have made laws to fit 

themselves. To conclude this reference, Iglesias clearly interprets the mice as being the Spanish 

people:   

 

But then again, the problems of the mice did not solve themselves. The problem was not the color of the cats: 

they were black, they were white, they were magenta. The color did not matter: they were cats and cats make 

laws that are favorable for the cats and the contrary for the mice. And then one day a mouse appeared and got 

together with others. And the mouse said to them: let’s form a circle. And let’s form a movement and run for 

the elections (Pablo Iglesias. Directo: cierre de Campana europeas 2014 Podemos, 7:45).  

 

Further, another common part of the political style of Pablo Iglesias is his quotations of famous 

Spanish authors, such as Cervantes. This is visible in the opening part of Podemos rallies, where 

Iglesias regularly begins with a quote:  

 

If you let me, my first words here in Alcalá will be of Cervantes: “to change the world my friend Sancho, is 

neither madness nor utopia, it is justice”. Of course we want to change this country! Madrid, we want change! 

(Pablo Iglesias en Alcalá de Henares. Campaña de Podemos, 00:51)   

   

This part of Iglesias style could to some extent be classified as the colorful aspect of the different 

manners category. Nonetheless, it includes a cultural notion which is not fully captured by neither 

what previous research has defined as a populist way of expressing politics nor what has been 

defined as a technocratic style. However, even though this sort of behavior signals that Iglesias is 

a “learned person”, it does arguably correspond more clearly to the category of different manners, 

through being a distinct way of acting than what usually constitutes the behavior of politicians. 

 

Further, Iglesias does to some extent reveal personal experiences that concern himself or his 

family. In many of the speeches, he puts forward that he is from the working-class neighborhood 

Vallecas in Madrid, a part of the city which traditionally has been known for its resistance against 

the Francoist dictatorship. In this sense, Iglesias also puts forward himself as being a “man of the 

street”. Moreover, Iglesias talks about the history of his family and puts forward how his 

grandfathers were illegal members of the socialist party during the Francoist dictatorship. Iglesias 

also emphasizes that he was named Pablo Iglesias as homage to the former Spanish social 

democratic leader Pablo Iglesias. 

 

In this sense, the personalization of Iglesias does to a large part consist of putting forward his 

socialist heritage. As previous research has stated, Podemos does not want to be placed on a 

traditional left-right wing political spectrum. However, Iglesias does not doubt on presenting his 

own political identity as leaning towards the left:  

 

I’m a leftist guy, because I have it tattooed in my DNA. Because I’m son of those I’m the son of. Because I’m 

the grandchild of those I’m the grandchild of. But I could not care less about it. The problem of this country is 
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not the center-left or the center-right, it is the political caste. It is the institutionalized corruption. (Directo: cierre 

de Campaña europeas 2014 Podemos, 14:20)   
 

The statement above is arguably a colorful way of expressing politics and is therefore 

corresponding to the category of different manners. Nonetheless, this sort of ideological 

personalization is not specified in Moffitt’s framework, since it is built to be applicable in several 

ideological contexts.  

 

So far, I have only presented parts of the speeches which correspond to the category of different 

manners. The opposite category, good manners, is a more absent part of Iglesias performative 

elements. He does not fulfil any of the categories of using a dry language, formal dressing or an 

official way acting. As illustrated above, Iglesias adopts a very colorful language, through using 

anecdotes and revealing personal experiences. Furthermore, in most of the speeches that he makes, 

Iglesias has jeans and an “every-day” shirt. In this sense, he does not have the official behavior of 

a mainstream politician. Furthermore, this appears to be a conscious choice made by Iglesias: 

 

It does not bother me for one second that they are giving me critique for buying clothes in the countryside. But 

I will be a decent person. It is better to wear cheap clothes than being a miserable with a suit, like the president 

(Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña de Podemos en Alicante, 17:31).   

 

To summarize this part of Pablo Iglesias political style, he is clearly leaning towards an adoption 

of manners which are different to the ones of a more technocratic, mainstream politician. Iglesias 

is disregarding appropriate ways of addressing political opponents and has a very colorful and 

personalized way of expressing politics. In line with this, an official form of behavior is absent in 

his speeches. Nonetheless, there are parts of Iglesias speeches that, even though they are colorful, 

signal the knowledge which characterizes a technocratic political style. One way in which Iglesias 

performs this is through the use of quotes of famous Spanish authors. Further, the inductive study 

of the material has shown Pablo Iglesias way of expressing his left-wing background and heritage.  

 

To conclude, Iglesias is behaving in a way which I have defined as different manners, I will 

illustrate this finding through placing Podemos in the populist corner, on the right side of the 

dimension (see figure 4). 

 

 Figure 4.         

Technocratic         Populist  

   

Good manners       Different manners 

 

6.1.3 Stability and progress – Crisis and change  
This part of the analysis will examine if Pablo Iglesias relies on a performance of crisis and change 

or his style instead is leaning towards the category of stability and progress. Crisis and change is 

operationalized as the performance of crisis, a disregard for complexity, an instrumental 
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consideration of politics and the appeal to instant change. The category of stability and progress 

does instead refer to the appeal to continuity and “slow-politics”.  

  

Since Spain was struck hard by the financial crisis of 2008, an intuitive answer to this part of the 

analysis would be that Pablo Iglesias in a very clear way tries to perform crisis and change. When 

examining the speeches by Iglesias, this appears to be confirmed. Iglesias tries to perform a sense 

of crisis in his speeches. Nevertheless, his primary performance of crisis does not rely in 

expressing that Spain is in the position of a total breakdown. Rather, Iglesias interpretation of 

crisis does instead consist in blaming the Spanish mainstream parties and the European Union for 

how they have handled the crisis:  

 

The three biggest problems with the crisis were the inequality, the unemployment and the debt. Have the politics 

of Zapatero and Rajoy served for solving these three problems? No. The debt has gone from 30% to almost 

100% of the GDP. Those who are not paying of the debts are the government who proposes budget cuts. The 

levels of inequality in this country are one of the highest in Europe. What a disgrace! (Pablo Iglesias en Ferrol, 

12:15) 

 

Apart from this more complex and ideological interpretation of the crisis, Iglesias is also putting 

forward a more affective reading of the crisis, blaming the mainstream Spanish parties through 

putting forward their incompetence: 

 

According to them, it is obvious that we have left the crisis behind us. Is this obvious to you, to the normal, to 

majority of the people?  Not only are they corrupt [emphasis added], not only are they a political caste which 

are putting us in a situation of disaster. More than that, they are also useless [emphasis added] at governing the 

public (Mitin de Podemos en Almería, 1:14:20) 

 

Another part of Iglesias performance of crisis is focused on the decline of European social 

democracy parties. Iglesias does in a theoretical manner explain their downfall, through referring 

to their way of adapting the third way politics developed by Anthony Giddens. This sort of 

complex interpretation of the crisis is combined with blaming them for not being “real socialists”: 

 

This has occurred because of the stupidity created by Tony Blair and Anthony Giddens, which is called the third 

way politics. It said that to be socialist is compatible with privatizations, that it’s compatible with making 

yourself a millionaire after leaving politics, as Tony Blair and Felipe González. This stupidity which says that 

being socialist is compatible with ending up on the governing boards of the big companies (Pablo Iglesias en el 

acto de campaña electoral de Podemos en Zamora, 02:49) 

 

In this sense, Iglesias is both performing an economic and a political crisis, through targeting what 

he considers as the elites in Spain, as well on an European level. This sort of targeting includes a 

clear use of the harsh language presented in the different manners section of the analysis. 

Nonetheless, Iglesias is also relying on a more complex interpretation of crisis, using political 

theory as an instrument to highlight what he believes to be his political enemies’ incompetence. 

Further, this performance of crisis does not consist of speaking in terms of putting forward the 
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Spanish society as being captured in total misery. Rather, it does rely on putting forward the 

political opponents as the reason to the crisis.  

 

Further, there is a specific word and concept which is central in Iglesias performance of crisis – 

the possibility of change. Change is arguably at the core of the entire political message which 

Podemos tries to transmit. A direct translation of the name of Podemos is “we can” and the party 

relies on slogans such as “Yes, we can!” and “This is the moment”. This is furthermore put forward 

by Iglesias through claiming that we are living in times of change: 

 

There are decades when very few things occur and there are weeks when decades occur. We are right now taking 

part of some of these weeks when decades occur (Pablo Iglesias en el acto de clausura del Foro por el Cambio, 

22:44).  

 

Further, this perception of crisis and change is not put forward in a nuanced way by Iglesias. 

Rather, he is performing a sense of change which is instant and that lacks complexity. In line with 

this, Iglesias is emphasizing that the change which Podemos wants does not consist of slow 

reforms of the current situation. Rather, he is expressing that Spain needs “real change”:  

 

In these elections there are basically two options: continue with the same as always or change [emphasis added]. 

And it is concretized in something very simple. You can’t govern in favor of those above and the normal people 

at the same time. You can’t govern in favor of the evicted people and in favor of the bankers (Cierre de campaña 

electoral de Podemos en Madrid, 2:27:50).   

 

However, even though the sort of statements as the one above indicates that the party urges for 

quick and immense changes of the Spanish society, Iglesias is also putting forward that Podemos 

suggestions are not unrealistic or radical. This rhetorical build up is then followed with demands 

which are related to universal values or principles, or parts of the Spanish constitution. Further, 

they are expressed as a part of the “common sense”: 

 

We are not asking for the moon. We say that the article 47 of the constitution, which declares that every Spanish 

citizen has the right to a decent housing situation, needs to be carried out. We say that the article 11 of the 

international covenant of economic, cultural and social rights signed by Spain needs to be applied. We are not 

asking for much, we are saying that you can’t evict people from their homes and throw them out on the streets. 

Pablo Iglesias en Alcalá de Henares. Campaña de Podemos, 12:25) 

 

In this sense, Iglesias urge for change and performance of crisis is not entirely distant from 

complexity. His desire for change does arguably as well include the awareness of legal 

frameworks and democratic procedures. Therefore, even though Pablo Iglesias is not trying to 

create a sense of stability and progress, his appeal to change does to some extent include 

technocratic elements as well.  
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A further performance of change is that Iglesias tries to invoke the feeling of hope and the 

possibility to win. More specifically, he is repeatedly expressing that Podemos are going to win 

the general and regional elections: 

 

Some think that it is brilliant. That it is great to stay at second place. To stay at third place in the elections. We 

know that it is very meritorious. We know that it takes a lot to get there. But we were not born to be a testimonial 

force. We are not heading for the bronze medal. We are heading for the medal of gold, because it is the victory 

which permits us to make laws for the people (Acto de campaña de Podemos en Murcia, 2:07:15). 

 

This way of talking about change in terms of winning does relate to another element which Moffitt 

has defined as a part of the crisis category: the consideration of politics as something instrumental. 

This is arguably a visible part of Iglesias speeches as well. As illustrated in the first section of the 

analysis, Pablo Iglesias is putting forward Podemos as the servants of “the people”. One further 

way he is expressing this is through referring to Podemos choice to move away from old left-wing 

symbols and concepts:  

 

We know that in 2015 the flags, identities, the language and the styles are different. We are not in politics because 

of nostalgia. We are not in politics to cry, to lick our wounds from the defeats of the past. We are in politics to 

win. Proud of our history, proud of our grandparents, but knowing that the future is constructed differently (La 

Ruta del Canvi: Badalona, 38:18).  

 

To summarize, this section has investigated if Podemos are appealing to the populist style of crisis 

and change or the technocratic category of stability and progress. The analysis has shown that 

Iglesias clearly relies on the former category. Iglesias is blaming “the elite” in Spain for their 

failure of handling the economic and political situation in the country. Furthermore, the 

performance of change is a present part of the speeches. The category of stability and progress is 

instead rather absent. However, Podemos performance of crisis and change is not only carried out 

through the distaste for complexity which Moffitt has defined as a part of this category. Rather, 

crisis and change is to some extent performed through an appeal to complexity: Iglesias is giving 

the social democrats critique for following the track of third way politics and is appealing to 

change through referring to the Spanish constitution.  

 

Nonetheless, when it is time to place this category on the dimension below, Iglesias and Podemos 

belongs closer to the populist category of crisis and change. Therefore, I will clarify this through 

putting the party on the populist side of the spectrum (see figure 5.).  

        

Figure 5.  

Technocratic             Populist    

   

 Stability and progress       Crisis and change  
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6.1.4 Summary: Pablo Iglesias populist style 
This part of the analysis has highlighted Pablo Iglesias political style, through examining if his 

performance is built on populist or technocratic elements. The first dimension examined if Iglesias 

uses an appeal to the people versus the elite or an appeal to expertise. The result indicates that 

Iglesias relies on both an appeal to the people versus the elite and an appeal to expertise. He is 

actively appealing to the division between “the people” and “the elite”. One part of this appeal is 

that Iglesias puts forward himself and Podemos as a part of “the people”. This finding works in 

line with how previous research has emphasized Podemos background in the Indignados 

movement. However, Iglesias style does also rely on putting forward the competence of himself 

and his colleagues. This finding goes in line with how previous research has defined Podemos as 

a “techno populist” party.  

 

The second dimension looked in to if Pablo Iglesias performs the technocratic notion of good 

manners, or the populist style of different manners. The result shows that Iglesias relies on 

different manners. He is disregarding what is appropriate and has a very colorful manner of 

expressing politics. Two contextual features of this colorful way of expressing politics is Iglesias 

quoting of famous Spanish authors to strengthen his arguments and his revealing of the left-wing 

background of himself and his family.  

 

The third dimension has examined Iglesias performance of crisis. This has been analyzed through 

a dimension from stability and progress to crisis and change. The result indicates that Iglesias is 

performing a strong sense of crisis, specifically through blaming the political elite in the country: 

the mainstream parties PSOE and PP. Further, Iglesias performance of change is a noticeable part 

of his style. His invocation of change relies on several dimensions: to emphasize that it is a simple 

choice, through referring to legal frameworks and through appealing to the possibility to win. In 

this sense, Iglesias performance of crisis and change combines an appeal to the simplicity of 

change with a more complex reasoning of the motives behind it.  

 

To conclude, the first part of the analysis has shown that Pablo Iglesias overall is relying on what 

Moffitt has defined as a populist style. He is appealing to the people versus the elite, has a different 

manner of expressing politics and is trying to invoke a sense of crisis and change. However, even 

though this is the essence of Iglesias style, it still includes technocratic elements as well. In the 

following section, I will turn to the second part of the analysis: Podemos construction of “the 

people”.  

 

6.2 “The people” 
The previous part of the analysis has shown that Podemos uses an appeal to the people versus the 

elite which is intertwined with putting forward the competence that relies within the own party. 

However, this does not tell us enough about how Iglesias is trying to construct “the people” and 
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who he claims belongs to this group. Therefore, this part of the analysis will look further in to this 

construction.   

 

6.2.1 A collective or working-class people?  
As a first part of the analysis of Podemos creation of “the people”, I will examine if Podemos 

creates a collective people or a working-class people. A collective people is defined as the claim 

to represent the collective Spanish people, which consist of several groups and demands in society, 

that together forms a collective identity. A working-class people is instead operationalized as if 

Iglesias claims that “the people” consists of one group, the working class.  

 

When examining the speeches by Pablo Iglesias, a clear tendency to form a collective people is 

visible. Iglesias is claiming that “the people” is the majoritarian group in the Spanish society. In 

his speeches, he is repeatedly claiming that “we are a social majority”, as a way of claiming to 

represent the collective identity of “the people”. Further, he expresses that this majority consist of 

“the people from below”, who stands against “those above”, or “the elite”. In this sense, the 

struggle against the elite is considered as a collective fight. This is furthermore visible in Iglesias 

way of appealing to voters of other parties as well. He is stating that people from all political 

colors and background are welcome to the political force which will change the society. In this 

sense, he is trying to create a “people” which has room for a large share of different groups:  

 

It does not matter for me if you are from the left or the right. Welcome to the change. Welcome to the political 

formation in which we say to those above that it is over. That we want dignity, that we want rights. That the 

change is constructed with everybody (El mejor mitin de Pablo Iglesias. Podemos Zaragoza, 19:36). 

 

Further, “the people" which Iglesias creates consists of several groups and demands in society. A 

visible part of this is his way of speaking in the name of different generations of Spanish citizens. 

Iglesias talks about the importance of the old people in the current political changes in Spain. In 

particular, he urges them to vote to help younger generations of Spanish citizens. One symbolic 

way in which Iglesias illustrates this is through claiming that the “the future has an ancient heart” 

(Iglesias. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña en Madrid el 13 de mayo, 03:46). The 

younger generation is on the other hand portrayed as a well-educated part of the population which 

has had to go abroad to search for job, due to the economic situation in Spain. Further, Iglesias 

claims that Podemos is a party which in order to acquire political change tries to create a contract 

between generations: 

 

Now I want to turn to those with greying hair. To the grandfathers and the grandmothers. You did not break your 

backs to see your grandchildren emigrate or to see them living of unemployment compensation. You did not 

break your backs to see them destroy the public services (Intervención de Pablo Iglesias en el mitin de campaña 

electoral andaluza en Málaga, 01:42).   

 

Apart from addressing different age categories in society, Iglesias turns to several other groups. 

Iglesias is frequently starting with saying “thank you to” and then turns to different groups of 
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interests in society. One such part of society is the Indignados movements and other social 

movements which primarily area of interest has been to protect different areas of the welfare stare. 

Others consist of speaking in the name of different professions, such as the police, the health 

workers, judges, professors at the university and the military. One way in which he puts forward 

this is through speaking about Spanish citizens on an individual level. In one speech in Madrid, 

Iglesias does this through addressing what he considers to be the anonymous heroes in the Spanish 

society:   

 

This night, I want to honor the anonymous heroes [emphasis added], which with their small gestures have taught 

us what it means to change a country: The grandmother who is teaching her grandchildren that toys are for 

sharing. The militant, who is standing over his sleep to put up posters in a suburb. The judge who applies the 

law, knowing that it is the only guarantee for the weak in their struggle against the powerful. The nurse, who 

knows that his tenderness is the dignity of the old woman (Celebración de los resultados 20D en plaza del reina 

Sofía, 16:08). 

 

Overall, the groups which Iglesias claims to represent are many of them attached to a general 

defense of the Spanish welfare state. The different groups are either parts of the population who 

are working within the welfare sector or are parts of the society which are dependent of the 

services it provides. This defense of the welfare-state arguably works in line with how prior 

research has defined Podemos economic policies as socialist, through putting the state against the 

market. Nevertheless, it is important to note that Iglesias also is speaking in the name of citizens 

that are working in the private sector, in small or middle-sized companies. In a speech in Zaragoza, 

Iglesias puts forwards this general defense of the welfare state:  

 

It must be guaranteed that everybody can bring their child to a school. It must be guaranteed that everybody can 

take their grandfather to the hospital. It must be guaranteed that no women must renounce their professional 

careers because there is no possibility to get help with taking care of the old or the children (El mejor mitin de 

Pablo Iglesias. Podemos Zaragoza, 19:00). 

 

Another way in which Iglesias tries to form a collective people is through speaking about “the 

people” in terms of nationality. However, the nation is in Iglesias mind not tied to an ethnic 

characterization of “the people”. Rather it is related to a defense of the welfare state: 

 

In the change of this country, there are room for everybody. As long as you love your motherland, knowing that 

it is not the flag you put around your shoulders. Your motherland is the public hospitals…Your motherland is 

the possibility to bring your grandfather to a hospital which can look after him. Your motherland is the possibility 

to get help with the care of your children. The motherland is the people [emphasis added] (Pablo Iglesias en el 

acto de campaña electoral de Podemos en Zamora, 08:13).  

 

This consideration of a people that is connected to the welfare state is arguably an indication of 

Podemos left-wing economic policies. However, Iglesias is not putting forward the welfare state 

through a left-right division of society, with the left being the defenders of the welfare state. 

Rather, “the people” are considered as the defenders of the Spanish welfare. Nevertheless, Iglesias 

does to some extent rely on a more traditional left-wing terminology, through arguing that 
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Podemos is the party which defends and represents the working class and Spanish socialists. 

Further, Iglesias claims that the citizens who elected the first socialist government in Spain 1982, 

needs to know that to vote socialist today is to vote on Podemos: 

 

I want to send a special thanks to those socialists of heart, who have understood that to vote socialist today, is to 

vote purple. Welcome home friends! (Directo desde la plaza de la Reina Sofía, Madrid, 21:25)  

 

This is arguably a very explicit manner of claiming to represent Spanish socialists. However, when 

looking through his speeches, this sort of claim appears to primarily be a way of competing with 

the social democratic party PSOE, through appealing to their voters. In the construction of “the 

people”, the working class does instead appear to be one of several demands which constitute this 

subject. The working class is in this sense considered as a part “the people”: 

 

Smile, smile, because you are at this moment creating history. And when the people of this country are creating 

history, the struggles of the women comes back. The fight of the mothers of our mothers, our grandmothers, to 

have the same rights as men. The working class [emphasis added] comes back, striking to extend the social rights 

(Discurso completo de Pablo Iglesias en el acto central de campana, 00:40).     

 

To summarize, Iglesias claims that “the people” represents several groups in society, such as the 

young, the old and several welfare professions. He does furthermore explicitly speak in the name 

of the working class and the left. However, the working class is not the main group which Iglesias 

claim to represent. Rather, it is one of several groups which constructs Iglesias version of “the 

people”. Furthermore, an underlying dimension of the representation of “the people” is a general 

defense of the Spanish welfare stare. A large part of the different groups which Iglesias claims are 

a part of “the people” are either dependent on or working for the Spanish state. Further, he speaks 

in the name of social movements who protest against budget cuts. In this sense, it could be argued 

that Podemos is creating a left-wing people. Nevertheless, the defense of the welfare state is rather 

tied to the economic policies of the party than to the way in which Iglesias makes his representative 

claims. These claims are directed toward a broader range of demands, not just the working class. 

Therefore, I will classify “the people” as belonging to the populist part of the spectrum (see figure 

6.).  

 

Figure 6.             

 Left-wing          Populist 

 

A working-class people      A collective people 

 

6.2.2 The character of “the people”  
The previous section has investigated which groups and interests Iglesias claims that “the people” 

represents. To provide a more multidimensional analysis of Podemos creation of “the people”, 

this part will instead examine the characters which Pablo Iglesias ascribes to this subject. More 

specifically, it will be put forward that Iglesias relies on four different ways of characterizing “the 
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people”. These are: the ordinary people, the colorful people, the historical people and the 

governing people.   

 

A general strategy of Podemos appears to be to talk about “the people” as a group of normal and 

decent citizens. One way of characterizing this is through claiming that “the people” is the decent 

social majority, which stands against “the evil elite”: 

 

We are proposing a pact. A pact between generations. A pact between the people from below. Of the humble 

people [emphasis added], of the normal people [emphasis added] (Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña de 

Podemos en Alicante, 23:54). 

 

Apart from trying to endorse that “the people” is a group of normal and ordinary citizens, Iglesias 

is empowering them with more colorful values. This is carried out through trying to create a people 

built on fantasy and historical elements, such as the previous research has noted. Iglesias is calling 

the Spanish citizens “brave” or “heroes”. Further, he is telling them to smile, stating that the smiles 

and the hope of “the people” are the motors of change. In a speech on the main square in Madrid, 

where the activists of the Indignados movement started their protests, Iglesias is specifically trying 

to depicture “the people” in this colorful manner:  

 

How beautiful it is to see the people create history. It is touching to see a people smile in the Puerta del Sol. A 

people which asks for change, social justice and democracy. I see decent [emphasis added] people. I see the hope 

[emphasis added] of together constructing a better future. I see dreamers [emphasis added] (Discurso de Pablo 

Iglesias en la Puerta del Sol el 31-E, 00:01). 

  

Further, this colorful way of putting forward “the people” is related to the general defense of the 

welfare state discussed in the previous chapter. In a speech in Seville, Iglesias describes “the 

people” as lions who are defending their welfare state: 

 

Some are treating the people like they were a cargo of animals. But they will find lions [emphasis added], 

defending their litter. Here as well – good evening Andalusia! (Cierre de Campaña Electoral de Podemos 

Andalucía en el Velódromo de Dos Hermanas, 2:37:20).   

  

Another way in which Podemos characterizes “the people” is through talking about them in 

historical terms. To a large part, it consists of uttering that previous generations have fought for 

the freedom of present as well as future generations: 

 

Over hundred years ago, there were people who dreamt about a modern and democratic Spain, without 

differences between women and men. Where all kids had a public school to go to. They were dreaming about a 

country where the darkness and ignorance was forever replaced by social justice and progress (Discurso de Pablo 

Iglesias en la Puerta del Sol el 31-E, 01:33). 

 

Another visible part of this historical construction of “the people” is Iglesias references to famous 

left-wing citizens from past generations. More specifically, he is making references to poets and 
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political activists who fought on the republican side during the civil war, claiming that they are a 

part of “the people”. In particular, he is expressing that their voices are sounding again:   

 

We are hearing the voices of the working class, as well as the voices of the women who were fighting for the 

extension of the suffragette. We are hearing the voices of the reformers of the republic. The voices of Clara 

Campoamor, Margarita Nelken, Dolores Ibárruri, Federica Montseny and Victoria Kent. The voices of Miguel 

Hernandez and Federico Garcia Lorca. (Celebración de los resultados del 20D en la plaza del Reina Sofía, 18:25) 

 

In this sense, the political subject of “the people” is not only consisting of the present people, but 

also of “the heroes” of past generations. A further way Iglesias illustrates this is through referring 

to international symbols of socialism, such as the former president of Chile, Salvador Allende:  

 

Never again a Spain without its villages and people. Here today, we promise to push forward a new historical 

compromise that defends social justice and decency…This night, the voice of Salvador Allende sounds again: 

the history is ours, and it is created by the people! [emphasis added].  Yes we can! (Celebración de los resultados 

del 20D en la plaza del Reina Sofía, 20:20)  

 

Furthermore, Pablo Iglesias speaks about “the people” as the group which is really governing 

Spain. More specifically, he claims that they are the protagonists and the motors of political 

change in the country:  

 

This process carries something historical. And it is to have collective protagonists. It is not the gestures of one 

person which will mark the possibility of change. It is the anonymous heroes, which with daily gestures manifests 

that the change is possible. (Mitin Podemos Cierre de Campaña en Valencia, 13:14)     

 

To summarize, this section of the analysis has shown that Pablo Iglesias relies on several ways 

of characterizing “the people”. Iglesias is claiming that “the people” is a group of normal 

citizens. However, he is also embodying them with more colorful elements, such as claiming 

that “the people” are dreamers. Further, Iglesias is also putting forward “the people” as 

historical, through speaking about the struggles of past generations. This historical 

characterization is furthermore intertwined with putting forward “the people” as the citizens 

who fought to defend the welfare state. However, this historical perception does also rely on 

speaking about the voices of famous left-wing persons which are coming back to life. Another 

part of Iglesias characterization of “the people” is the way he speaks about them as being the 

real governing force in Spain (see figure 7.).  

 

Figure 7.  
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6.2.3 Summary: Podemos construction of “the people” 
This part of the analysis has shown that Iglesias creates a populist form of people: i.e. a collective 

people. More specifically, he speaks in the name of several groups in society. These groups are 

the old, the young, political activists and different professions who often belong to the public 

sector. Furthermore, Iglesias is to some extent claiming to represent a working-class people. 

However, when speaking about “the people”, the working class is rather one of several groups put 

forward. Further, the groups and demands which Iglesias claims to represent are to a large extent 

related to a general defense of the Spanish welfare state.  

 

Further, this section of the analysis has shown Pablo Iglesias characterization “the people”. 

Iglesias is portraying “the people” as normal and decent citizens. However, he does also ascribe 

them with more colorful characteristics, such as being a proud people or as dreamers. Furthermore, 

Iglesias does also put forward a historical perception of this subject. This is carried out through 

speaking about “the people from before”, who defended the Spanish democracy and welfare state. 

Nevertheless, this historical interpretation is also attached to a more explicit left-leaning 

perception, for example by expressing that the voice of Salvador Allende echoes again. Lastly, 

Iglesias tries to embody “the people” with a political will, through claiming that they are the 

political force which really is governing Spain. 

 

To summarize, the analysis has shown that Podemos relies on a multidimensional creation of “the 

people”. Pablo Iglesias creates what has been defined as a populist collective people. Furthermore, 

the creation of “the people” is also relying on several imaginary characterizations.   

 

7. Final discussion 
In most of the European countries, the hegemony of social democratic and conservative mass 

parties is step by step dissolving (Mair 2009). Whereas these parties are failing in representing 

citizens, populist parties are gaining a larger share of the votes. Therefore, it is of great relevance 

to understand the development of these parties. A large share of the empirical literature on 

populism has tried to capture the essence and content of what populism is. The intention of this 

thesis has been to go beyond this sort of categorization, through exploring what the rise of 

populism implicates in terms of political representation.  

 

To examine the populist form of representation empirically, this thesis has turned to the Spanish 

party Podemos. Prior research on the party has highlighted Podemos form of representation as a 

part of their social movement heritage. However, the vertical dimension of the party, relying 

strongly on a populist discourse, has not been investigated in relation to representation. In order 

to analyze Podemos, I have chosen two conceptualizations of populism to examine their form of 

representation: the political style of their secretary general Pablo Iglesias and his creation of the 

populist subject - “the people”.  
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The result of the study shows that Podemos adopts a populist form of representation. Their 

secretary general, Pablo Iglesias, relies on a populist style in his speeches and he is creating a 

collective people built on claiming to represent several groups in society. Furthermore, Pablo 

Iglesias construction of “the people” relies on an imaginary characterization, which previous 

theoretical work has put forward as an important part of the identity construction of populist 

parties. However, even if Podemos adopts a populist form of representation, there is room for 

nuancing how it is articulated: the style of Pablo Iglesias and creation of “the people” carries 

several context-specific elements.  

 

The first part of the analysis has shown that style, regardless if it is populist or technocratic, is a 

prevalent part of Pablo Iglesias political leadership. Consequently, he is not only representing his 

voters through carrying out the opinions of his party, he is also representing through performing. 

Further, the analysis has shown that style is a highly context-dependent element of politics. The 

populist style is at the core of Iglesias performance, but is accompanied with other elements. 

Further, it has illustrated that Iglesias appeal to the people versus the elite is balancing between 

claiming to be a part of “the people” and being an expert.  

 

Moreover, the colorful manner Iglesias is adapting is not fully captured by Moffitt’s analytical 

framework. In particular, the use of quotes of famous Spanish authors signals a cultural dimension 

of Iglesias style which is not a part of the framework. Another element of Iglesias style which is 

not captured by previous frameworks is his reference to his left-wing background. The result of 

the third dimension has visualized that crisis is both performed through complexity and simplicity. 

Furthermore, it has shown that an important dimension of Iglesias performance of crisis is the 

appeal to change, through expressing that “this is the moment for political action”. This is 

furthermore breaking from Moffitt’s interpretation of the crisis category, which rather emphasized 

the elements of breakdown and threat than change.  

 

The second part of the analysis has revealed that Pablo Iglesias construction of “the people” 

consist of the claim to represent several groups and demands in society. This finding goes in line 

with how previous research has highlighted how the party reflexively has used the theoretical 

work by Ernesto Laclau as an inspiration in their political strategies. Apart from confirming this 

work, the thesis has shown that this formation of demands is related to an underlying defense of 

the welfare state and the public sector. Further, the specific features of Pablo Iglesias imaginary 

characterization of “the people” have been illustrated. In total, four different sorts of 

characterizations of “the people” were found: the ordinary people, the colorful people, the 

historical people and the governing people. A further contribution of this part of the analysis has 

been to show how populist parties make their representative claims. The theoretical work of 

Moffitt address how these claims are performed, through putting focus on style, but does not 

capture who the populist leader claims to represent.  
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In this sense, the thesis has contributed with developing a framework for how the populist form 

of representation can be investigate. Nevertheless, it is important to note that the definitions of 

populism and representation that are used influences the result of the study. Other 

conceptualization, as a more descriptive understanding of representation would have led to 

another result. However, the understanding of representation in this thesis has arguably been 

fruitful, since it has shed light on the constructivist elements of Podemos representation. Further, 

the inductive character of the study has made it possible to capture elements which the theoretical 

conceptualizations did not respond to.  

 

As this thesis is a single case study, it is not possible to claim that the elements of Podemos 

representation are universal parts of populist parties, factors such as style are highly context-

dependent parts of politics. Nevertheless, it has contributed with widening and revising previous 

theoretical work. In contrast to Moffitt’s theory, it has shown that the core of the populist rhetoric, 

the conflict between “the people” and “the elite” can be combined with several context-specific 

elements. A populist form of representation can be performed in combination with elements such 

as expertise and through signaling cultural knowledge. This stands in contrast with a common 

understanding of populism as entailing a dogmatic style, of leaders such as Donald Trump. 

Further, the thesis has widened the understanding of how Podemos creates “the people”: it is not 

only based on the claim to represent several demands in society, it does also include an imaginary 

characterization.  

 

In addition, the thesis provides a good starting point for further research on Podemos form of 

representation, as well as the representation of populist parties in general. One intriguing question 

beyond the scope of this thesis is if Spanish citizens are identifying themselves with “the people” 

Pablo Iglesias creates. Do they identify themselves with the proud and historical people he claims 

to represent? If citizens feel as a part of this subject, it could prove the actual effect of Pablo 

Iglesias performance and style. Another thought-provoking question is how mainstream parties 

are responding to the rising popularity of populist parties. Are they adapting to a more populist 

and colorful representation, or instead responding with an even more rigid and technocratic style?  

 

To conclude, this thesis has contributed with examining and mapping Podemos populist form of 

representation. Apart from analyzing the specific features of this party, its intention has been to 

broaden the understanding of the rise of populism in European politics, a social phenomenon 

which appears to be here to stay.  
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Empirical material      
Iglesias, P. 2014. Discurso de Pablo Iglesias como secretario general de Podemos. 00:00-21:05. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4Jm9YvsQho 

 

Iglesias, P. 2014. Directo: cierre de Campana europeas 2014 Podemos. 4:05-28:40. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=203&v=DipcspGXx7k 

 

Iglesias, P 2014. Discurso Pablo Iglesias Asamblea Sí se puede. 00:50-15:58 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dbZwcpgny4 

 

Iglesias, P. 2014. Mitin de Podemos en Almería.59:00-1:26:45 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQidHzJcjh4 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en Alcalá de Henares. Campaña de Podemos 2015. 0:48-22:10. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V80z3DgT_nU 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña de Podemos en Alicante. 01:10-33:14. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbUT496Oj3s 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Discurso completo de Pablo Iglesias en el acto central de campaña. 0:18-29-02. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VJYOYQ8nu4 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Cierre de campaña electoral de Podemos en Madrid. 02:00:50-02:27:30. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ftGkuwE9dg 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Intervención de Pablo Iglesias en el mitin de campaña electoral andaluza en 

Málaga. 1:20-28:15. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8qPkoc6zew 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Intervención de Pablo Iglesias en el acto de Barcelona en Comú. 00:35-18:40. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BI2oIvMWrc 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Discurso de Pablo Iglesias en la Puerta del Sol el 31-E. 00:00-19:30. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oe-bJXZ_KGk 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Celebración de los resultados del 20D en la plaza del Reina Sofía. 14:50-20:50 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAd0v0ZFYZ0 

 

Iglesias. P. 2015. Directo desde la plaza del Reina Sofía, Madrid. 17:15-24:51 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxALG3kqQxg 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. El mejor mitin de Pablo Iglesias. Podemos Zaragoza 21/5/2015. 00:40-36:40 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8us4tBPKdlU 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en Ferrol. 00:05-18:10 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUS8a9GSA9Y 
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Iglesias, P. 2015. La Ruta del Canvi: Badalona. 25:15-45:20. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Rgmqn8xTnU 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña electoral de Podemos en Zamora. 00:38-

29:46 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EksK4Yno0CM 

  

Iglesias, P 2015. PABLO IGLESIAS - Mitin Podemos Cierre de Campaña en Valencia. 01:25-

31:30. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n52IF2_J9_I 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en acto de campaña en Oviedo. 00:45-31:00  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGEK-GQGCuk 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña en Móstoles. 00:20-22:04 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9Dg0zizgOk 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Cierre de Campaña Electoral de Podemos Andalucía en el Velódromo de Dos 

Hermanas. 02:36:44-03:08:24 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIOb_7dDYac 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Acto de campaña de Podemos en Murcia. 01:57:00-02:16:48 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Tbozd6y39s 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en el acto de clausura del Foro por el Cambio. 00:25-24:30 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_1ffUdl-ko 

 

Iglesias, P. 2015. Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña en Madrid el 13 de mayo. 00:15-24:00 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAEVIQfT6a4 

 

Appendix: original quotes from Pablo Iglesias speeches  
1. Hemos dicho varias veces: hay dos maneras de gobernar. Se puede gobernar como han 

gobernado los que han tenido el poder en sus manos hasta ahora. Para enriquecer a una minoría 

de privilegiados. O se puede gobernar para la gente (Pablo Iglesias en Alcalá de Henares, 03:04). 

 

2. Venimos del pueblo y somos pueblos. Y eso tiene implicaciones a la hora de hacer política. 

Nosotros no vamos a consentir que se gaste un euro en hacer carreras de fórmula 1 mientras hay 

niños que estudian en barracones (Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña de Podemos en Alicante, 

5:20). 

 

3. Nosotros no somos héroes. Nosotros no somos extraordinarios. Somos gente corriente, pero 

con sentido común. Con respeto hacia la gente. Gobernando para la gente, se pueden hacer las 

cosas de otra manera (Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña en Móstoles, 15:56). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Rgmqn8xTnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EksK4Yno0CM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n52IF2_J9_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGEK-GQGCuk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9Dg0zizgOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIOb_7dDYac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Tbozd6y39s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_1ffUdl-ko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAEVIQfT6a4
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4. Entérense de una cosa, los señores del partido popular. Yo no quiero ser el presidente de un 

gobierno para sustituirles a ustedes. Nunca más un presidente del gobierno que sea el jefe de los 

españoles. Yo quiero ser el empleado, el trabajador de los españoles. Porque el presidente está en 

servicio de la gente. Y tiene que trabajar para la gente (Discurso completo de Pablo Iglesias en el 

acto central de campaña, 21:35). 

 

5. Estuvieron diciendo mucho tiempo que no teníamos programa, y les hemos presentado un 

programa muy largo. Ahora ya no se habla del programa verdad. Ahora vamos a hablar de otras 

cosas. Pues nosotros queremos hablar de programa. En el programa planteamos una ley 25 de 

emergencia social 25, por el artículo 25 de la declaración universal de derechos humanos, que 

dice que todo ser humano por el hecho de serlo tiene derecho a unas condiciones dignas de 

insistencia (Pablo Iglesias en acto de campaña en Madrid el 13 de mayo, 16:23). 

 

6. Podemos no es un experimento político. Podemos no tiene que ver con que yo hable bien en la 

televisión, o que tiene que ver con que Errejón sea el mejor director de la campaña. Con que Juan 

Carlos Monedero sea capaz de emocionarnos todos dando mítines. No tiene que ver con Carolina 

sea la mejor analista social de política en este país. Tampoco con Luis sepa coordinar grupos 

humanos como nadie. (Discurso de Pablo Iglesias como secretario general de Podemos, 3:16). 

 

7. Yo le digo a mi madre: y yo tengo dos carreras, hablo idiomas, y le digo me van a pagar 8000 

euros al mes por un trabajo. Me dice: hijo mío, eso tiene que ser algo de drogas o algo de 

delincuentes. No es normal. Porque, porque un eurodiputado tiene que cobrar más que un profesor, 

más que un juez, más que un inspector de hacienda, más que un cirujano. Qué vergüenza. (Directo: 

cierre de Campana europeas 2014 Podemos, 17:02). 

 

8. Yo fui a Nueva York para hablar con un premio nobel de economía, para preguntarle si 

estábamos haciendo las cosas bien. Y nos dijo que sí, porque la austeridad no funciona. Pedimos 

al profesor Navarro y a Juan Torres. Les pedimos que nos ayudaran con medidas del sentido 

común. (Intervención de Pablo Iglesias en el mitin de campaña electoral andaluza en Málaga, 

20:36). 

 

9. Gentuza, corruptos, ladrones – ellos dicen que quieren echar de Madrid a la gente sin hogar. 

Voy a ser áspero. La gente quiere echarles a ellos. ¡Que se vayan! (Pablo Iglesias en Alcalá de 

Henares. Campaña de Podemos, 08:54). 

 

10. Pues, lo siento en el alma. No pienso ser un cínico. Y no pienso dejar de ofenderme. Me ofende 

de la ostentación de doña Rita Barbera. Me ofende, me ofende que con dinero público coma 

carpacho de langosta y jamón de jabugo. Me ofende que el presidente viaje en un jet que cuesta 

10 mil euros la hora. Me ofenden sus mansiones… Me ofende su arrogancia. (Cierre de Campaña 

electoral de Podemos en Madrid, 02:26:06). 

 

11. Pero claro, los problemas de los ratones no se solucionaron. Porque el problema no era el color 

de los gatos, eran blancos, eran negros, eran magenta.  No importaba el color lo que fuera los 

gatos. Es que eran gatos y los gatos hacen leyes favorables para los gatos y contrarias a los ratones. 

Y entonces llegó un ratoncito un día y se juntó con otros. Y se les dijo, porque nos hacemos un 
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circulo. Y formamos un movimiento y nos presentamos a las elecciones (Directo: cierre de 

Campana europeas 2014 Podemos, 7:45). 

 

12. Permitidme que mis primeras palabras de Alcalá sean de Cervantes: Cambiar el mundo amigo 

Sancho no es locura ni utopía, es justicia. ¡Claro que sí, queremos cambiar este país, queremos 

cambiar, Madrid! (Pablo Iglesias en Alcalá de Henares. Campaña de Podemos, 00:51).  

 

13. Yo soy de izquierda porque lo llevo tatuado en el ADN, porque soy hijo de quien soy. Porque 

soy nieto de quien soy. Pero a mí no me toma más el pelo. El problema de este país no es el centro-

izquierda o el centro-derecha, es la casta. Es la corrupción institucionalizada. (Directo: cierre de 

Campana europeas 2014 Podemos, 14:20). 

 

14. Me importa un cuerno que me critiquen por comprar ropa en el campo. Pero seré 

una persona decente. Mejor llevar ropa barata que ser un miserable con traje, como el presidente. 

(Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña de Podemos en Alicante, 17:31). 

 

15. Los tres grandes problemas de la crisis eran la desigualdad, el paro y la deuda. ¿Han servido 

las políticas de Zapatero y de Rajoy para solucionar esos tres problemas? No. La deuda pasó del 

30 por ciento a casi el 100% del P.I.B. Quien no paga la deuda son los gobiernos de los recortes. 

Los niveles de desigualdad en este país están a la cabeza de Europa. ¡Qué vergüenza! (Pablo 

Iglesias en Ferrol, 12:15). 

 

16. Para ellos, claro que hemos salido de la crisis. ¿Para vosotros y para la gente normal, para la 

mayoría de la gente? No solamente son corruptos, no solamente son una casta que nos están 

llevando al desastre. Además, son inútiles de como gestores de lo público. (Mitin de Podemos en 

Almería, 1:14:20). 

 

17. Y eso que ha pasado como consecuencia de esa estupidez atribuida a Tony Blair y a Anthony 

Giddens, que se llamaba tercera vía. Y decía que era compatible ser socialista con las 

privatizaciones, y que era compatible ser socialista con hacerse millonario, después de dedicarse 

a la política como Tony Blair o como Felipe González. Fue esa estupidez que decía que es 

compatible ser socialista con terminar en consejos de administración de las grandes empresas. 

(Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña electoral de Podemos en Zamora, 02:49). 

 

18. Hay décadas en las que ocurren muy pocas cosas y semanas en las que ocurren décadas. 

Estamos viviendo esas semanas en las que ocurren décadas. (Pablo Iglesias en el acto de clausura 

del Foro por el Cambio, 22:44). 

 

19. En estas elecciones hay básicamente dos opciones. O seguir con lo del siempre o cambiar. Y 

se concreta en algo muy sencillo. No se puede gobernar a favor de los de arriba y a la gente normal. 

No se puede gobernar a favor de la gente desahuciada y a favor de los banqueros (Cierre de 

campaña electoral de Podemos en Madrid, 2:27:50). 

 

20. Nosotros no pedimos la luna. Decimos que se cumple el artículo 47 de la constitución española 

que dice que todo español tiene derecho a una vivienda digna. Nosotros decimos que se cumpa el 

artículo 11 del pacto internacional de derechos económicos, culturales, sociales firmado por 
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España. No pedimos la luna, decimos que no se puede echar a la gente de sus casas (Pablo Iglesias 

en Alcalá de Henares. Campaña de Podemos, 12:25). 

 

21. Algunos piensan que es genial, que es estupendo quedarse segundo, quedarse tercero en unas 

elecciones. Nosotros sabemos que es muy meritorio. Nosotros sabemos que cuesta mucho. Pero 

nosotros no nacimos para ser una fuerza testimonial. No salimos a por la medalla de bronce. 

Salimos a por la medalla de oro. Porque es la victoria que permite hacer leyes por la gente (Acto 

de campaña de Podemos en Murcia, 2:07:15). 

 

22. Sabemos que en 2015 las banderas, las identidades, el lenguaje, el estilo, es diferente. No 

estamos en política para ser nostálgicos. No estamos en política para llorar, no estamos en 

política para curarnos las heridas de las derrotas del pasado. Estamos para ganar. Orgullosos de 

nuestro pasado. Orgullosos de nuestros abuelos. Pero sabiendo que el futuro se construirá de 

otra forma (La Ruta del Canvi: Badalona, 38:18). 

 

23. Me da igual que seáis de izquierdas o de derechas. Bienvenidos al cambio. Bienvenidos a la 

formación política en la que podemos decir a los de arriba, que se acabó, que queremos dignidad. 

Que queremos derechos. Que el cambio se construye con todos y todas (El mejor mitin de Pablo 

Iglesias. Podemos Zaragoza, 19:36). 

 

24. Quiero dirigirme a los que ya peinas canas. A los abuelos y las abuelas. Nos partisteis la espala 

trabajando para que vuestros nietos tengan que emigrar o tengan que vivir en el paro. Nos partisteis 

la espalda trabajando para que destrocen los servicios públicos. Yo sé que muchos de vosotros en 

el año 82 teníais ilusión y contribuisteis al cambio. Ahora os digo que unáis vuestra ilusión de 

mayores, de los que han trabajado con la gente joven (Intervención de Pablo Iglesias en el mitin 

de campaña electoral andaluza en Málaga, 01:42).  

 

25. Esta noche, quiero homenajear a los héroes y heroínas anónimos, que, con sus pequeños 

gestos, nos han enseñado lo que significa cambiar un país. La abuela que enseña a sus nietos, 

juguetes se comparten. El militante, que se quita horas de sueño para pegar carteles en un barrio. 

La jueza que aplica el derecho, sabiendo que es la última garantía de los débiles frente a los 

poderosos. El enfermero, que sabe que su ternura es la dignidad de la anciana enferma 

(Celebración de los resultados 20D en plaza del reina Sofía, 16:08).  

 

26. Hay que garantizar que todo el mundo puede llevar a su hijo una escuela. Hay que garantizar 

que todo el mundo puede llevar a su abuelo a un hospital. Hay que garantizar que ninguna mujer 

va a tener que renunciar a su carrera profesional porque no hay ayudas para cuidar a los mayores 

o para cuidar a los niños (El mejor mitin de Pablo Iglesias. Podemos Zaragoza, 19:00). 

 

27. En el cambio en este país cabemos todos. Basta con amar a tu patria, sabiendo que tu patria 

no es la bandera en la que te envuelves. Tu patria es que hay hospitales públicos. Tu patria es que 

haya escuelas. Tu patria es poder llevar a tu abuelo a que le atiendan a un hospital. Tu patria es 

poder tener ayudas para cuidar a tus hijos. La patria es la gente (Pablo Iglesias en el acto de 

campaña electoral de Podemos en Zamora, 08:13). 
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28. Quiero dar las gracias muy especialmente a esos socialistas de corazón, que han sabido que 

votar socialista hoy, es votar morado. Bienvenidos a casa amigos. (Directo desde la plaza del 

Reina Sofía, Madrid, 21:25). 

 

29. Sonreíd, sonreíd porque estáis haciendo historia. Y cuando la gente hace historia en este país, 

vuelve la lucha de las mujeres. La lucha de las mujeres de las nuestras madres, nuestras abuelas, 

por tener los mismos derechos. Vuelve la clase trabajadora, ejerciendo la huelga, extendiendo los 

derechos sociales (Discurso completo de Pablo Iglesias en el acto central de campaña, 00:40).  

 

30. Nosotros proponemos un pacto. Un pacto de generaciones. Un pacto de la gente de 

abajo, de la gente humilde, de la gente normal (Pablo Iglesias en el acto de campaña de Podemos 

en Alicante, 23:54). 

 

31. Qué bonito es ver a la gente haciendo historia. Es emocionante ver a un pueblo sonreír en la 

puerta del Sol. Un pueblo con voz de gigante que pide cambio, justicia social y democracia. Veo 

aquí gente digna. Veo aquí la esperanza de construir entre todos un futuro mejor. Veo aquí 

soñadores (Discurso de Pablo Iglesias en la Puerta del Sol el 31-E, 00:01). 

 

32. Algunos tratan a la gente, como si fueran animales de carga. Pero se van a encontrar leonas, 

defendiendo a su camada. ¡También aquí, buenas noches Andalucía! (Cierre de Campaña 

Electoral de Podemos Andalucía en el Velódromo de Dos Hermanas, 2:37:20).   

 

33. Más de 100 años después, mirando al balcón que está debajo de ese reloj, hubo gentes que 

soñaron una España moderna y democrática en la que no hubiera diferencias entre hombres y 

mujeres. En la que todos los niños tuvieran una escuela pública a la que ir. En la que la oscuridad 

y la ignorancia fueran sustituidas para siempre por la justicia social y el progreso. Esa gente 

valiente está en nuestro ADN y estamos orgullosos (Discurso de Pablo Iglesias en la Puerta del 

Sol el 31-E, 01:33). 

 

34. Se escucha la voz de la clase trabajadora, y de las mujeres luchando por la extensión del 

sufragio. Se escuchan, las voces de las reformadoras republicanas. Las voces de Clara 

Campoamor. De Margarita Nelken, de Dolores Ibárruri, de Federica Montseny, de Victoria Kent. 

Las voces de Miguel Hernández. De Federico García Lorca. (Celebración de los resultados del 

20D en la plaza del Reina Sofía, 18:25). 

 

35. Nunca más una España sin sus pueblos y sus gentes. Hoy aquí nos comprometemos a empujar 

un nuevo compromiso histórico, que defendiendo la justicia social y la decencia. La democracia 

debe llegar a la economía. Para que no se sigan vulnerando los derechos humanos y la dignidad. 

Esta noche vuelve a escucharse, la voz de Salvador Allende: la historia es nuestra y lo hacen los 

pueblos. ¡Si se puede! (Celebración de los resultados del 20D en la plaza del Reina Sofía, 20:20).      
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36. Este proceso histórico tiene algo precioso. Y es tener protagonistas colectivos. No son gestos 

heroicos de ninguna figura relevante lo que marca la posibilidad del cambio. Son héroes y heroínas 

anónimos. Los que con gestos cotidianos están demostrando que el cambio es posible. (PABLO 

IGLESIAS - Mitin Podemos Cierre de Campaña en Valencia, 13:14).   


