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Abstract 

 

This text highlights the overlooked combined studies on substantive representation while reviewing 

it from the lens of gender and ethnicity. The aim of the study is to see how a woman from a 

minority navigates her presidential campaign, when examining a case study from Mexico. In the 

presidential election of 2018, a woman of minority for the very first time in Mexican history 

campaigned to become a candidate. The woman, Marichuy aspired as an individual candidate but 

did not meet the predetermined requirements to advance to the next round. On the other hand, what 

this text puts forward is to see how the campaign was carried out, rather than analyzing the outcome 

of the election. The findings reveal which of three strategies is the more conductive when 

combining an intersectional approach on gender and ethnicity. The study concludes that the ethnic 

identity can trump the identity of gender when featuring a presidential campaign.  

 

Keywords: substantive representation, gender, ethnicity, intersectionality, presidential campaign  
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1. Introduction 

Politics was for a long time associated with men of the majority that got the privilege to occupy 

seats in parliament, which in turn resulted in that certain groups felt left out and marginalized in 

political terms. More specific, women and ethnic minorities have had it difficult to accelerate within 

the political system. Today the presence of women in the political arenas is steadily increasing 

worldwide, but as a matter of fact, the origin of the politicians still tend to be from the majority. 

However, what if the ones of minority do not feel that the politicians are representative enough to 

meet their expectations? This becomes relevant to look at when the issue of substantive 

representation is being brought up for discussion. The concept refers to that the elected 

representatives to some extent are responsive to the need and the demand of the voters (Pitkin, 

1967). Patterns of representation when analyzing who acts for who is something the text will 

elaborate on.  

   Previous research has tried to find answers on whether representatives act in the name of parties 

in order to not jeopardize their own political carriers, or if politicians rather chose to raise issues 

related to their identity and only vouch for a certain group while in parliament (Franceschet & 

Piscopo, 2008; Guariso, Ingelaere & Verpoorten, 2018; Miguel, 2012). Furthermore, what the paper 

argues for is that scholars have been overlooking the combined studies on representation. What 

happens when two layers of identity get combined? Will the interest of the ones from a minority 

really be represented if only the ones to occupy the seats in the political arenas are from the 

majority? What about women from an ethnic minority, as an example?  

   Building onto the theory of intersectionality (Crenshaw, 1991), the study will use a combined 

perspective on substantive representation viewed from the lens of gender and ethnicity to approach 

how a woman of a minority navigates in the political sphere. Accordingly, to be able to investigate 

the purpose of the paper, the empirical framework that the text will be using is based on a case 

study from Mexico. In the Mexican presidential election of 2018, Marichuy — the spokeswoman of 

a larger indigenous community — presented herself as candidate to run for the presidency. The case 

study has been elected due to its relevance where a woman from a minority for the very first time in 

the Mexican history aspired to become one of the candidates. It is a unique event in its context that 

gives the study an interesting angle to investigate further. The aim of the study is to see how 

Marichuy with her intersected identity of being a woman of an ethnic minority navigated her 

presidential campaign. Which strategy excelled the most; her identity to represent other women, her 

claims for her indigenous roots or a combined alternative of them both?  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   The paper sets up three scenarios that will investigate which strategy that is being used to 

accelerate the campaign. In order to do this, the text will be using a content analysis as 

methodology, where the intention is to see how Marichuy has chosen to frame the issues that are 

being brought up for discourse. Accordingly, a framing design with a preset of questions has been 

applied to capture which statements are being made and to identify the underlying motives for the 

campaign. Further, by using a framing design it also facilitates the process of detecting which 

solutions are being brought up and for who they are supposed to be directed. The result for this case 

study advocates following that Marichuy’s ethnic identity and indigenous background tend to trump 

her identity as woman in this particular context.  

   The outlook of the paper starts up with a discussion on the theoretical framework and continues 

with what previous research has contributed with in the field. The first section ends up in a 

hypothesis formation where three scenarios are being listed in an intention to see which of them are 

being used to accelerate the presidential campaign. The following section presents the elected case 

study and explains the use and application of the framing design, followed by comments on the 

collection of data and some of the limitations the study faces. In chapter four a more detailed 

description on the campaign and the candidate are being made. The results of the operationalization 

are being presented next. Lastly, a comparative analysis and some concluding remarks are 

summarizing the findings of the study.  

 

2. Theoretical framework 

The following section will present previous research within the field of representation, where the 

main focus is directed towards substantive representation in relation to the political sphere. The text 

highlights the overlooked combined studies on representation, by using the lens of intersectionality. 

Lastly, the section sets up three hypotheses where the aim is to build onto the idea of how a woman 

of a minority navigates her presidential campaign, given her intersected identity.  

 

2.1. The concept of representation  

That the political sphere historically has been a rather homogeneous platform becomes evident 

while looking at the pillars of what today constitute the foundation of the political institutions. The 

majority of the current outlook is still, even though progress have been made, influenced by 

embedded informal norms and practices (Scott, 1986; Bjarnegård & Kenny, 2016). Studies have 

shown that informality in turn can be reinforced by the representatives occupying the seats and 
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space in parliament, since the contexture for long has been taken for granted and not further 

questioned (Hawkesworth, 2005:151). Moreover, this has created patterns of exclusion towards 

certain groups of society and resulted in discrimination and underrepresentation (Htun, 2004).  

   Speaking of underrepresentation, one is entering the field of what should further be represented in 

politics, which is explained as a paradox relationship many scholars are struggling with explaining. 

The concept of representation, interpreted by Hanna Pitkin (1967), in its meaning is being used to 

explain how interactions within the political sphere occur, and is so far one of the more used 

definitions when it comes to approaching the subject of representation (see examples: Franceschet 

& Piscopo, 2008; Guariso, Ingelaere & Verpoorten, 2018; Miguel, 2012; Hughes, 2011). In her use 

of the concept, representation is portrayed as “making present of something which is nevertheless 

not literally present” (Pitkin, 1967:143), which can be linked to why tensions might appear when 

groups are being kept away from entering politics.  

   Marginalized groups and their representation have been up for debate since a shift in the 

traditional discourse took place. Likewise, when more focus on non-discrimination topics painted 

the global agendas a more heterogeneous environment led to higher levels of recognition for those 

previously marginalized groups. Today political exclusion and discrimination of any kind is 

considered a violation of the universal human rights , supported by the United Nations (UN) 1

(OHCHR, 2018). 

   Although, there is still countries that are struggling with a fair division of who to be represented in 

their parliaments. The political arena continues to be a place for people with different motives and 

objectives, which in turn can create a competitive nature in itself (Franceschet, 2011:65). However, 

how can a mutual relationship between representatives and the ones to be represented be achieved? 

Pitkin herself, among others, have so forth opened up for the possibility that the concept stands 

available for further theory-building, when it comes to the use of the concept applied in different 

contexts (Pitkin, 2004). Supplementary, the concept of representation has therefore been divided 

into subcategories. Pitkin (1967) presents them as the descriptive representation, where the number 

of participants is important for a group in political terms. Followed by symbolic representation, 

which stands for and can be illustrative associated with the group as such. The most significant 

subcategory is the substantive representation, where to act for others is being highlighted, which 

will be the main focus of this study.  

 

 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights can further be reached for its entirety by using this source: 1

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Pages/Language.aspx?LangID=eng
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   Moreover, Pitkin (1967) herself admits while entering the field of representation that it is a 

complex subject, possessing that finding one definite explanation on representation is an endless 

work. Continuing using Pitkin’s contribution as a base, the perspective on substantive 

representation will later be discussed in the subheading of 2.5. 

2.2. Gender and ethnic representation  

Many steps have been taken to minimize the gap between underrepresentation and to make the 

political sphere more inclusive. Two groups, that the text in particular will focus on, will be the 

substantive representation of gender and ethnicity.  

   Gender, using the definition of Joan Scott (1986), refers to “a constitutive element of social 

relationships based on perceived differences between the sexes” (ibid:1067), which has enabled 

further research on gender related issues (see examples: Hawkesworth, 2005; Krook & Mackay, 

2011; Baldez, 2006; Kenny, 2011; Franceschet & Piscopo, 2008). Perceived differences, historically 

seen have privileged men rather than women within the political arenas. Men have had a strong 

position operating in the public sphere whereas women have been associated first and foremost with 

the private sphere, incorporating herself with childcare and household chores. These social relations 

have mainly turned men into becoming the breadwinners and the ones occupying seats in 

parliament (Bjarnegård & Kenny, 2016). Women have for a long time been kept away from 

expressing themselves, to act independently and to be their own agents. Informality and gender 

stereotypes are explained as factors of influence to why women have faced resistance (Piscopo, 

2016). For a long time men spoke for the women, since the absence of females were noticeable. 

Hence, social movements and collective gatherings of women came to be an important shift in 

women’s perception and of making herself a participant in political terms (Beckwith, 2005).  

   Another group that has been disadvantaged politically is ethnic minorities. People with another 

heritage than the so called majority in its context have throughout history been struggling to achieve 

political recognition. Ethnicity has been studied and given a broad range of applications during the 

years. One of many researchers, Wolfgang Gabbert (2006), explains his view on the concept: 

 “ethnicity refers to a phenomenon of social differentiation in which actors use cultural or phenotypic 

markers or symbols to distinguish themselves from others. It is a method of classifying people into categories 
that include individuals of both sexes and all age groups organized into several kin groups using a (socially 
constructed) common origin as its primary reference” (ibid:90). 
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   Similarly, socially constructed differences are noticeable even here, speaking in terms of ethnic 

groups. When unspoken subordination categorized people of other heritage into less privileged 

groups, ethnic groups did not only had to suffer from exclusion but also endure strains of violence 

and colonization (Htun, 2004; Gabbert, 2006). Ethnic minorities have struggled to achieve 

recognition especially at the national stage (Htun & Ossa, 2013). Their voices have not received 

enough attention in the political debates, and have so forth been marginalized in the decision 

making (Guariso, Ingelaere & Verpoorten, 2018). Latin America, due to its enriched diversity of 

ethnic minorities, is one region where people of minority groups often have seen their rights fallen 

into the hands of the ones from the majority (Htun & Ossa, 2013). Likewise, the concept of 

ethnicity has benefited from grassroots movements and collective action taken in those villages. 

Today ethnic minorities have gathered themselves, in attempts for better inclusion and by that to 

achieve a greater attention paid to their rights (Htun, 2004). 

2.3. Politicalization of gender and ethnicity  

To promote equality in practice with support from the UN (OHCHR, 2012; UNDP, 2018), a 

politicalization of the topic has been put forward to enable presence and representation of previous 

marginalized groups. Namely, quotas as a descriptive tool has been used as an example, to create a 

more heterogeneous political atmosphere (IDEA, 2018a). Quota policies have first and foremost 

increased the representation in numbers of such groups that earlier suffered from exclusion (Htun, 

2004; Franceschet & Piscopo, 2008).  

   Most frequently applied are gender quotas, which works to make women more represented and 

visible in what was used to be a male dominated sphere. This method has been spreading 

worldwide, particular markedly throughout the regions of Latin America and Africa, where many 

countries in order have implemented gender quotas into their electorate or legislative institutions 

(Hughes, 2011; Baldez, 2006; Guariso, Ingelaere & Verpoorten, 2018).  

   Ethnic quotas have not grown as widespread as gender quotas, but have accordingly been 

implemented to ensure a more ethnic variety in parliaments (Htun & Ossa, 2013). An explanation to 

why that could be is that gender quotas can be applied to a larger group of people whereas countries 

with ethnic diversity are minor in comparison (ibid). Recent studies in the field have accordingly 

emphasized the importance of the role ethnicity plays, not least in the political environment. Strong 

tendencies where this has been documented is when a comparison was made between countries in 

Africa, on how well ethnicity and gender are being highlighted in political debates (Guariso, 

Ingelaere & Verpoorten, 2018).  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   Implementation of quotas can look different. First, a country can either choose to legislate about it 

into its very own constitution by implementing legal candidate quotas or through the second 

alternative, reserved seats (IDEA, 2018a). Ethnic representation has been predominant when 

reserved seats have been provided in parliament whereas gender quotas rather gained foothold when 

implemented through legal candidate quotas (Hughes, 2011; Htun & Ossa, 2013). A third option, 

quotas can also be used voluntarily and that is when the political parties themselves apply party 

quotas, for example when they are presenting their candidate lists (IDEA, 2018a).  

   The latter option is generally used by western countries but has nevertheless shown not to be as 

effective in Latin America, where traditional electoral patterns overturned the voluntarily quota 

(Baldez, 2006). For that reason, both gender and ethnic representation can benefit from quotas when 

implemented by either legal candidate quotas or reserved seats in parliament.  

2.4. Intersectionality  

More studies in the field are emerging regarding the impact of gender and ethnicity in relation to 

each other (Hughes, 2011; Guariso, Ingelaere & Verpoorten, 2018). Nevertheless, the intersection of 

the topics is something previous research has overlooked. The field of combined studies is not as 

widespread as each topic studied alone. This study will, building on the theory of intersectionality, 

apply a perspective that combines the two concepts. Emphasizing on giving the field of 

representation another layer of significance by using an intersectional perspective on gender and 

ethnicity.  

   Intersectionality in its construction is an analytic framework that builds upon that an individual 

can take on many diverse identities and categorize oneself within more than one group of society, at 

the same time. In the late 80s and in the beginning of the 90s, Kimberlé Crenshaw (1991) came 

upon this overlapping relationship and formed the foundation of the concept. In her opinion, too 

little attention had earlier been paid to the variation of individuals, taking into account the intra-

group divisions. Crenshaw means that when social dynamics get combined and interact with one 

another, that also brings complexity into the picture. The only way one can trace those issues, she 

argues, is throughout an intersection of perspectives, using intersectionality as the main tool 

(TEDWomen, 2016). Henceforth, the argument to use more than one single axis becomes beneficial 

while highlighting the differences within groups as well as between groups (Smooth, 2011).  

   Applying the lens of intersectionality, being a woman of an ethnic minority — which historically 

seen has been disadvantaged both by gendered stereotypes and marginalized for being in minority 

— can be seen as a disadvantaged group in political terms (Weldon, 2006).  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   Building on the discussion regarding quota implementations of today, one might argue for that 

women from a minority rather have been given the privilege of getting two opportunities to enter 

politics; either through gender quotas or ethnic quotas, in those places where both policies are 

applied (Hughes, 2011). In successful cases this could be seen as an advantage. Thus, in places 

where it might not work, scholars mean that quotas would rather create double barriers for women 

of minority (Hancock, 2007). How does a candidate that apply to more than one category navigates 

through the system? Is winning a seat in parliament the most important argument or is it more 

significant to contribute with a shift in the political discourse by using an intersected identity as 

such? This underlines why an intersectional perspective is needed while making further research on 

this topic. 

2.5. Substantive representation  

Returning to what Pitkin (1967) emphasized, substantive representation is one of the more crucial 

perspectives on representation. The perspective is being argued to seek answers of what kind of 

issues the representatives raise within parliament.  

   Studies have further shown that descriptive tools, such as quotas, helped increase the substantive 

representation of women in politics (Franceschet & Piscopo, 2008; Beckwith, 2007). Hence, there 

are shared opinions about this topic. While in parliament women have felt strong commitment to 

raise issues related to women as a group, as a continued result of the implementation of the gender 

quotas. In their findings, Susan Franceschet and Jennifer M. Piscopo (2008) explain this 

phenomenon as the mandate effect, when incubated women feel the need to represent women’s 

interest within the political arena. However, if the implementation of gender quotas has done good 

for all women’s substantive representation, still seek its answer. Here is where scholars have been 

entering with more critical studies towards the side-effects that gender quotas can cause 

(Franceschet, 2011; Piscopo, 2016; Kenny, 2011).  

   While speaking of women’s interest, one cannot contradict the fact that gender quotas as an initial 

descriptive method has done good for representation, since an increasing number of women in 

parliament has been seen (UNDP, 2018). Furthermore, one asks if this has led to a higher level of 

substantive representation of women? Moreover, scholars have been looking at how this issue 

related to gender and women’s substantive representation may rather have privileged the “elite” 

women, than those from a minority (Htun & Ossa, 2013). But, how well does this mirror the 

society, what about women with different backgrounds? Likewise, not all women share the same 

issue of interest, even though they still might identify themselves as a woman. Asserting that studies 
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on women with different backgrounds, especially from ethnic minorities and indigenous 

communities have been ignored in this discussion. What about them and their perspective? How can 

women vouch for women from another ethnic heritage? Gender quotas have faced critique in this 

regard, meaning that one also need to look at what kind of women are being elected as 

representatives (Franceschet, 2011).  

   In their study, Andrea Guariso, Bert Ingelaere and Marijke Verpoorten (2018) have contrariwise 

shown that women of a minority in some contexts rather preferred to be represented by a man of 

minority, instead of a woman from the majority. Their results have shown that the identity of being 

woman has been trumped by her ethnic belonging. Ethnic diversity is a political matter that cannot 

be overlooked, and might play a greater role in how individuals choose to self-identify themselves 

(ibid). Therefore, substantive representation needs to be approached with a wider framework that 

covers the diversity individuals possess, with background as one of the factors. Subsequently, 

arguing that ethnic heritage as well as gender need to be perspectives to have in mind while looking 

at identity affiliation and which interests to be raised within the political arenas.  

   As noted, the substantive representation can be interpreted through various perspectives. One 

layer that is being put forward by Luis Felipe Miguel (2012) is when female legislators, first and 

foremost, get locked up by norms and stereotypes that in turn might prevent their opportunities to 

advance within the political sphere. In Miguel’s findings, he refers to the fact that women often end 

up within fields of less prestigious ranking, while entering politics. Women are being referred to 

involve themselves in issues of “soft-politics” such as family policies, whereas men take on topics 

that rather favors them politically in their carriers. Tendencies have shown that women already in 

politics therefore are more prone to take on roles more similar to their male colleagues and so forth 

leave more of the “soft-politics” behind, this is referred to as the double bind dilemma women in 

politics may be subjected to (ibid). This, in turn, might affect the overall substantive representation 

of women and their interests, while shifting focus from one topic to another, forcing themselves into 

an already predetermined system (Beckwith, 2007; Zetterberg, 2008). Consequently, women are 

exposed to the fact that if she should represent women’s interest, knowing that herself as an 

individual might face obstacles and might not receive enough political recognition. Or on the other 

hand, tone down her identity and background, and play on other topics that might make it easier to 

find foothold within the political arena, such as education, which can open up for enabling herself to 

gain more political recognition (Miguel, 2012). 
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2.6. Hypothesis formation  

It is important to once again highlight the understanding of the fact that substantive representation is 

a complex issue. Additionally, the field of intersectionality on ethnicity and gender has still not been 

sufficiently studied in detail by previous research. While building onto the intersubjectivity of the 

earlier mentioned phenomenons above; the mandate effect, the trumped outcome and the double 

bind dilemma, the text will now proceed to the part where the quest of hypothesis building will be 

presented. The study puts forward following scenarios, in order to investigate how a woman of a 

minority navigates a campaign, based on the connection of the intersected categories of this 

particular study.  

 

The hypotheses are following: 

 

H1: A minority female politician with her combined identity feels the need to vouch for other 

minority women within the political arena. (mandate effect)  

 

H2: One identity, gender or ethnicity trumps the other when a woman of ethnic belonging runs her 

election campaign. (trumped outcome)  

 

H3: Ethnic female legislators tone down their combined identity in order to appeal to the masses. 

(double bind dilemma)  

 

In order to find support for these hypotheses a case study on Mexico will be carried out, analyzing 

how a woman of a minority operates within the political context. The main focus will be the 

candidate campaigning for the Mexican presidential election of 2018. Based on the scenarios 

mentioned above, the text will analyze and see which one of these could be used as a strategy in 

relation to the case study. 
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3. Methodology & Research Design  
This following section will discuss the case study selection and then continue with a discussion on 

the data collection. Furthermore, the chapter will present the methodology used for the paper and 

focus on how the research design has been outlined. The section ends with a summary of the 

limitations that this research faces.  

 

3.1. Case study selection  

The choice of case study has been elected strategically to enable the examination of detecting which 

of the scenarios that will find support. The case study will rest upon the presidential campaign for 

the Mexican election of 2018. Further, the results obtained will be presented later on in chapter 5.  

   To begin with, among the aspirants to campaign for presidency in the Mexican election of 2018, a 

woman of a minority appeared as an aspirant for the very first time in Mexican history. A woman 

with an ethnic background that distinguished her from the rest of the women and the men of 

majority. It is a unique occurrence that has not been studied in detail before which gives an 

interesting case to investigate further.  

   That the case study fell on Mexico can be argued due to its enriched history of diversity. Mexico 

is a country with a high level of ethnic diversity, where about one-fifth of the inhabitants are seen as 

indigenous (Cupples, 2013). The long prehistoric heritage of ethnic groups as well as Spanish 

colonial influences have contributed to the wide mixture of ethnicities in the country. Nevertheless, 

this mixture has also led to an unspoken subordination between people (ibid).  

   Not until 1994, the voices of indigenous communities started to attract more attention after what 

is called the Zapatista rebellion  (ibid:187fff). Social grassroots movements, initiated to fight for the 2

rights of the indigenous communities emerged after years of silence. Even though indigenous rights 

gained more attention as a result of this particular movement, they do still lack political recognition 

at the national level. More implicit, ethnic minorities are still possessing less privileges and political 

upheaval than the so called “elite” (Htun & Ossa, 2013). This diversity and incitements give this 

study a good base to draw onto, concerning the axis for ethnicity. 

 The Zapatista rebellion was a movement initiated by people from ethnic minorities in the most densely populated 2

indigenous areas around the state Chiapas, located near by the Mexican-Guatemalan border. The Zapatista movement 
started up as a violent protest towards the incumbent leaders of Mexico when the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) was signed in 1993 between Mexico, Canada and the United States. The Zapatista rebellion share 
its name with the revolutionary leader Emiliano Zapata that already in the early 20th century initiated protests towards 
the oppressive situation farmers and minorities were exposed to. The movement turned into be one of the more 
significant strives for indigenous rights in Mexico, but has today town down the rebellion and violence and instead 
politicized their proposal within Mexican politics by the name Zapatista Army of National Liberation (EZLN) (Cupples, 
2013:187fff).

!13



   Likewise, sexism and gender related violence are common phenomenon practiced on a daily basis 

within Mexico. El machismo  has for a long time been influencing the pillars of how social relations 3

between men and women should be carried out in the country (Cupples, 2013:152f). The machista 

culture can further be reinforced when men are being seen as superior to women. This has created 

strong patriarchal patterns on which the society and the political institutions are built upon.  

   Since the mid 90s, tendencies reveal an upward trend of the proportional seats occupied by 

women in the Mexican national parliament (The World Bank, 2018; IDEA, 2018b). Today the 

country positions itself at 4th place, with a percentage of 48,2%, ranked on a global classification 

scale of women in parliament (IPU, 2018). Thus, women do still face strong resistance. Besides, 

this does not tell much about the actual substantive representation of women in parliament or if 

women from minorities take part within the political sphere. Subsequently, it works as a base for the 

analysis on gender.  

   In summary, both gender and ethnic related issues have faced hard times winning space and 

recognition within Mexican politics. Both motives on sexism and discrimination of ethnic 

minorities give the text incentives to study a relevant topic. 

3.2. Data collection and analysis  

Hereinafter, a discussion on the collection of data will be announced. Due to the limited time and 

the inconvenience of not being able to experience the campaign personally, the information will 

therefore be collected as secondary and tertiary data based on interviews and documentation made 

by news media and material produced by the candidate and her campaign team themselves. This 

enables the opportunity to get as close to the source as possible, thus with certain restrictions 

regarding authenticity and should therefore be analyzed with caution (Teorell & Svensson, 

2007:104ff).  

   In addition, one needs to be careful about the tendency when reviewing material that has been 

provided by different actors, especially when some of the material has been self-produced and some 

other parts have not (Esaiasson, et al., 2017: 282-286). When examining political affiliation, there is 

a risk of encountering different opinions which may lead to levels of bias in the material. Moreover, 

the material that has been collected from other sources than from the very own campaign might run 

the risk of portraying the candidate in a way that does not coincide with the way Marichuy presents 

 El machismo (una cultura machista), is a phenomenon seen among many Latin American countries where a culture 3

influences how the interaction between men and women is being exercised. The social gender relations are highly 
characterized by what should be associated with masculinity (strength, courage, dominance etc.) versus what is linked 
to femininity (innocence, non-independence, fragile etc.). The side effects have led to high levels of gender related 
violence towards women (Cupples, 2013:152f).
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herself. On the other hand, the self-produced material can instead provide an oblique perspective 

that emphasizes the very own position. To weigh the different sources of material against each other 

and to review the material critically are argued to be effective ways in detecting and reducing 

tendency (Teorell & Svensson, 2007:104ff), which also has been the procedure in this study.  

   The study uses virtual material produced by the candidate during speeches, rallies, interviews and 

public appearances, since the asset of written produced data for this case study was limited.  

Arguably, the material has been selected based on the time frame and the purpose for this specific 

case study where the virtual material was seen as the most fruitful option when counted for the 

availability of data produced in relation to the candidate campaign. Thus, obstacles with using this 

type of material can be explained through the ability of retouching the material and so forth the 

content of the statements in the data, the less edited the more beneficial it is of course for further 

analysis. As mentioned above, comparing sources with each other, in a way of triangulate the 

obtained information, can facilitate the procedure in justify if the data matches each other or not 

(ibid). Reviewing this kind of material can also strengthen or weaken the interpretations by the 

reviewer due to the additional factors that are being added such as face expressions, body language, 

the setting and other hidden messages. Therefore, it is go high importance to bear in mind all of 

these restrictions the material faces to approach the data in such an impartial manner as possible.  

   The material that has been elected for analysis, varies in length and through which forum the 

information has been expressed, which accommodate well to environments where campaigns 

usually operate. This helps the study to analyze longer performances, where a lot of time and space 

for expressing oneself has been provided. In contrast, the shorter interviews where statements have 

been requested faster, gives an outline of different dynamics to investigate. Although, the text still 

wants to make reservations for that the data and conclusions are solely based on one specific case.  

   The data is being expressed in Spanish and has been translated into English in the study, where the 

translations have been made will be stated in the text. Translations in general can inflict on the 

outcome of the results when the material gets translated and some words and the meaning might not 

get captured as in the mother tongue language. Thus, the translations have been made with 

precaution to recreate the original material.  

   Given the limited time for the campaign, the data is limited to both time and space. The timeframe 

reaches from between October 2017 and last until February 2018, which is when the first round of 

nominees and the collection of signatures expired. This is something the text will explain more in 

detail in the subheading of 4.1. Acknowledging that Marichuy did not make it further to the next 

round and was so forth not represented on the official candidate lists.  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   Additionally, it is important to not look at too limited data, which can result in that the basis for 

continued analysis becomes tightened and more difficult when finding support for the hypotheses 

(Esaiasson, et al., 2017: 225f). Hence, the text is arguing for that the scenarios first and foremost set 

forward how a candidate choses to navigate within the context of shaping a campaign, and will 

rather be seen as an advantage in this case when the time is limited to this specific event.  

3.3. Choice of method  

The methodology elected for this study is qualitative content analysis. As previously mentioned, the 

subject on intersected identities within the political sphere is a field that still misses out of 

documentation. Therefore, the text is arguing for that the choice of method is custom in an adequate 

order to further initiate the mapping of the pieces that are missing. Continuously explained, first one 

needs to detect and describe the issue before one can enable continued assumption making about the 

subject (Teorell & Svensson, 2007:23).  

   By analyzing how a woman of minority navigates her candidate campaign, using a case study 

from Mexico, the effort of the research is to contribute to the field of intersectionality by 

highlighting the overlooked combined studies on gender and ethnicity. The study therefore benefits 

from a methodology based on qualitative pillars, where the intention is to reach a fruitful 

description of a so far unusual phenomenon in relation to its context (Esaiasson, et al., 2017:223).  

   Content analysis in its nature will facilitate the research process by identifying the roots of how 

individuals act within the arenas for politics (ibid:211f). It is also argued to be the most used 

method in relation to see how representation is being portrayed (ibid:216), which coincides well 

with the assertion of this text. Representation can be applied through different perspectives, which 

is important to bear in mind (see 2.1. and 2.5.). For that reason the methodology in relation to the 

case study helps review which motives are emphasizing the candidate's representation of a 

particular group.  

   Using content analysis has also faced critique. Referring to the challenges one might face with the 

small number dilemma, asserting a small numbers of units (small-n) for analysis (Teorell & 

Svensson, 2007:80), which in turn makes the chances for broader generalizations difficult. 

Additionally, the study becomes more context dependent when it chose not to use a quantitative 

specified method (Esaiasson, et al., 2017:211). Simultaneously, facing the scarcity of previous 

studies makes it hard to compare how patterns are getting shaped over time and space (Teorell & 

Svensson, 2007:68f). But as a matter of fact, this is something the study wants to change by 

initiating more research within the field.  
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3.4. Framing design  

To analyze whether a candidate with this combined identity will either express herself based on 

gender, ethnicity or both together will be investigated by using the research design for framing. The 

framing design is explained as an analytic tool that suits well when approaching a subject on 

individual based research (Esaiasson, et al., 2017:223). This design is often used when one wants to 

provide information on how politicians chose to approach a problem within a specific context (ibid: 

218f). The design is therefore appropriate when wanting to analyze how a woman of a minority 

accelerates a presidential campaign.  

   The framing design in its foundation is building upon a predetermined framework of questions 

that will be asked to each text from the data collection (ibid). In order to find an answer, the 

questions will see how the candidate, both implicit and explicit, is framing an issue (Esaiasson, et 

al., 2017: 213). A detailed summary of the results can further be found in chapter 5. The questions 

used to approach each text can be attained below.  

 

 Questions building upon the research design for framing: 

 Q1. How is the issue framed? For who is it a problem?  

 Q2. What are the motives?  

 Q3. Who is represented the creator of the problem?  

 Q4. Which targeted group is receiving the message?  

 Q5. What solutions are being put forward?  

 

Following questions are being asked to each text to assert and to sort out only the valid and the most 

relevant information from the empirical material, while making the operationalization. This is being 

done to facilitate the abstract framing of the research purpose for this study (Esaiasson, et al., 

2017:213f), in order to see which attributes that are being raised and can further be used as 

indicators for supporting the analysis based on the hypotheses (ibid:223ff). 

Q1: How is the issue framed? For who is it a problem?  

This question sets forward a category with the intention of seeing how the issue is being framed by 

the candidate herself. By doing this, the results will receive answers on how the campaign is being 

structured and which fragments are being emphasized. As understood, when answers on how the 

candidate is framing an issue, the text must also investigate for who this can be seen as a problem. 

By doing this one will detect more explicit the themes that might lead up to supporting the 
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hypotheses. This question will help the research to find out if it is seen as a problem for women or 

for other groups in society, if it can be framed as a problem for ethnic minorities as well, or for both 

of the previous mentioned scenarios. 

Q2: What are the motives?  

Question two is asked to continuously find evidence to our first question on how, explaining the 

motives behind a certain framing. This question makes it possible to focus more implicit on the 

parts of the texts where the issue have been backed by underlying motives. To run a candidate 

campaign in first place might be initiated on behalf of certain contra positions in society. Here the 

study will be able to find the motives the candidate is raising in her campaign. This can further be 

linked to and investigated whether the motives are based on her indigenous roots, her position as 

woman, or for both of the two components. 

Q3: Who is represented the creator of the problem?  

An issue must emerge from somewhere, which gives reasons to find out who should stand 

responsible as creator of the problem. By asking this question one will find out why certain 

statements are being made, who to blame and hold responsible for fertilizing the underlying 

motives. In order to find out who is the creator, it will also enable the distinction between how the 

candidate herself is framing different groups. The division between for who is this a problem and 

who is the creator of the problem, will be more apparent when also the counter pole is being asked. 

It will be easier to track which group the candidate chose to identify herself with, by making the 

exclusion of the groups she claims to not belong to. 

Q4: Which targeted group is receiving the message?  

Another significant layer to add is regarding who is supposed to be targeted as the receiver of the 

message. Taking into consideration the selected case study, the campaign in its entirety is directed 

towards the eligible Mexican voters. Thus, Mexico due to its ethnographical composition consist in 

several regions where the centralization of ethnic minorities are more dominant than in others. 

Therefore, the analysis will also take into account where, in which region the statements, the rallies 

and the speeches took place. Adding this input will enable the results to find out if the candidate 

herself takes into account the targeted group before staging what to be said. This will hopefully help 

the study to understand why some statements have appeared in some places and not in others.  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Q5: What solutions are being put forward?  

By asking this question it will enable the paper to find answers on what can be done to solve the 

framed issues. Furthermore, it traces what kind of suggestions are being raised as proposal for 

change, within the frames for the campaign. This facilitates the interpretations whether the solutions 

are directed to do good for only a certain group or if the proposal is directed towards a larger group 

of people. By this one can make connections between previous asked questions whether the 

campaign is framed and shaped to befriend her identity as a woman of minority, focusing on solving 

the issue or on the other hand rather seek to create a large political platform based on the interest of 

the masses. 

3.5. Limitations  

However, it is also important to be aware of the limitations the thesis faces, given a particular 

research design. The study needs to show humility and be open for transparency when it comes to 

analyzing the results (Teorell & Svensson, 2007:277-283).  

   Approaching the empirical data, it is important to point out that the results obtained come from a 

particular case study and are unique in its context. Therefore, to state that all women from a certain 

minority would accelerate a campaign in the precise same way would contradict the message of the 

study. Looking at a case study of course limits the opportunities to use and compare it with other 

variables and cases, which in turn hinders the possibility from making broader generalizations 

(Teorell & Svensson, 2007:80). Instead, this study shows that there are possible ways and strategies 

that can be used when reviewing substantive representation from an intersectional lens on gender 

and ethnicity, and can so forth help capturing some of the complexity. Pointing out that the results 

and the interpretations are based on data from Mexico. Given the uncertainty of a so far unexplored 

field, the intention is not to find definite or universal answers (Teorell & Svensson, 2007: 150). The 

purpose is rather to initiate a broader range of research on how candidates with an intersectional 

identity can navigate within the political sphere and during a presidential campaign.  

   Measuring a content analysis, brings difficulties regarding the reviewing of text can always be 

interpreted differently. Mentioning that the reliability therefore can be slightly skewed due to 

different interpretations of the obtained data. This is why the study has chosen to take advantage of 

the framing design when analyzing the campaign, in an intention to approach the theory and capture 

the empirical material, to reach good validity and transparency with the results on how this 

candidate navigates her campaign (Teorell & Svensson, 2007: 55-59).  

 

!19



4. The Candidate Campaign  
In this section the background of the campaign will be described. Thereof, this chapter will present 

more specifically the empirics of how the campaign took form whereas in following section for the 

results and analysis give samples of why certain attributes where carried out.  

 

4.1. Background  

The outcome of the Mexican election stood clear after the yet historical number of participation 

took place July 1, 2018. The leftist, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, referred to as AMLO due to his 

initials, won the mandate for the next upcoming sexenio  and will be accelerating the role as 4

Mexico’s new elected president. The election came to be unique in many aspects. AMLO’s victory 

with his The National Regeneration Movement (MORENA) is described as putting an end to an era 

which has been dominated mostly by the three larger parties within Mexico; The Institutional 

Revolutionary Party (PRI), The National Action Party (PAN) and The Party of the Democratic 

Revolution (PRD) (Lafuente, 2018).  

   Parties with an already existing platform of voters might find it easier to find and win support for 

their politicians. However, for the first time within the Mexican context, it was also possible to 

aspire as an independent candidate for the presidential election (INE, 2018). In order to run a 

campaign, certain requests is set out, especially as an independent candidate. Among other criteria, 

as an independent candidate they have to receive about 850,000 signatures — which is about 1% of 

all the eligible votes, collected from within 17 states — to have a chance on the presidency and to 

make it to the next round (ibid). This new introduced structure of letting candidates run 

independently, both gives the opportunity for incumbent politicians to act outside the party 

belonging if wanted, meanwhile it enables new actors to get a foot in. Provided, of course, that the 

criteria of enough collected signatures has been reached.  

   Thus, the system for gathering the signatures have face critique within the context for the election. 

In order to gather signatures, the National Electoral Institute (INE), presumed that all of the 

signatures should be collected digitally through electric devices. The critique directed called for the 

issue of that not all Mexicans have the capital of obtaining the requested technology that the process 

aspired (China Xinhua Español, 2018; Noticieros Televisa, 2017b). Furthermore, due to the lack of 

electricity in many rural areas within Mexico, the signature collection did not count for those 

practical obstacles neither. The rural areas, came to be the most affected during the collecting of 

 Sexenio is here referred to the mandate period of six years an incumbent Mexican president possess before a new 4

election is about to initiate.
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signatures and is further explained as regions where most ethnic minorities are residents. The 

staging has therefore been questioned for excluding voters from participating and enable those from 

giving their signatures (ibid). Even though Marichuy did not receive enough signatures to make it to 

the next round, this did not stop her from initiating a presidential campaign.  

4.2. The candidate 

María de Jesús Patricio Martínez, was not well known or an experienced politician before the 

campaign rallies started. Today she is mostly recognized as Marichuy within the Mexican context, 

but what is yet up for debate is if her name really gained political recognition or not due to her 

campaign. With an intersectional perspective on her identity, Marichuy is presenting herself as 

mother and woman of the ethnic minority nahua , with her roots in Tuxpan, state of Jalisco (Su voz 5

es mi voz, 2018b).  

   In October of 2017, Marichuy for the first time appeared as an independent candidate after being 

consulted as the spokeswoman for The National Indigenous Congress  (CNI), in front of the INE 6

(Agencia SubVersiones, 2017a). When Marichuy did this performance she did it to represent a 

larger group of ethnic minorities, united under the platform of CNI.  

   Because of this she faced harassment for being a woman and insults for being from an ethnic 

minority, presenting herself in a political context. Her combined identity received a social media 

response were comments on her as an aspirant received comments that she is more suitable for 

cleaning houses (El país, 2017). This is something the candidate herself took with sarcasm and 

expressed that there will always be prejudices around people like her, with indigenous background 

and sexism-based comments towards her as a woman (ibid).  

   As a woman of ethnic minority in Mexico, it takes courage to make one’s voice heard, reviewing 

the resistance and marginalization both women and indigenous groups still are facing within the 

Mexican context. Marichuy expressed that the campaign as such therefore appeared right on time.  

4.3. Su voz es mi voz 

Speaking in political terms, how did Marichuy accelerate the role as candidate? As an independent 

aspirant, she needed more signatures to make it to the official electoral lists. What this study 

 One of the many indigenous groups within Mexico with pre-historic roots.5

 The National Indigenous Congress (CNI) was first implemented in 1996 as a platform where indigenous groups and 6

ethnic minorities gathered together under the same cooperative. The forum is explained to give the villages an 
opportunity to come together in a counteract towards the discrimination, violence and marginalization they claim that 
they have been exposed to. CNI states that they also are in opposition to the unequal balance of power that have resulted 
as a consequence due to capitalism (CNI, 2017).
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emphasizes is not the outcome of the election in itself but rather to see how the campaign 

developed. Also, it quests the meaning of what it really meant to run for candidacy as a woman of 

an ethnic minority.  

   In interviews, Marichuy highlighted that even if she had been elected candidate, she rather sees 

herself as the elected spokeswoman of CNI, supported by more voices than her own (Agencia 

SubVersiones, 2017a). Her campaign and slogan therefore came to go under the name Su voz es mi 

voz (Her voice is my voice). Voices come to be the driving force of the campaign, the voices of 

Marichuy, where volunteers gathered to help gain signatures (Su voz es mi voz, 2018b). What the 

campaign empathizes is that it should be seen as a collective campaign, where everyone who is 

willing is welcomed to participate. Pointing out that it is not the signatures themselves that are 

important, but instead the bottom-up tactics to get the ones at the local levels to engage themselves 

and to raise awareness of the issues and the campaign as such (El país, 2017).  

   At an early stage, Marichuy made it clear for the audience and the INE that the campaign would 

not accept or receive any funding from them in turn to run the campaign (Agencia SubVersiones, 

2017a). The campaign, first and foremost, builds upon collective action and striving for change and 

will not rest upon money, she meant (ibid).  

   The campaign has consisted of campaigning in the more traditional way by connecting with 

people at the grassroots level, thus digital platforms have also been used to reach out to the voters. 

As stated in her announcement to become candidate, unequal treatment of people is a larger 

international problem that can be seen also outside the borders of Mexico, since there is not only 

one kind of injustice, it comes in various levels and contexts (Agencia SubVersiones, 2017a). 

Therefore, fighting injustices became a central message throughout the campaign.  

   From October 2017 until February 2018 the door stood open for collecting signatures in the first 

round (INE, 2018). Even though Marichuy had to face a lot of negative response during the time for 

the campaign, she created a new platform of supporters among the Mexican voters. A political 

platform that for a long time had been absent and as a response received attentive support from the  

voters of the opposition.  

   Even though the campaign did not make it the whole way, one should acknowledge that it is hard 

for a new actor within the Mexican political context to make advances. Analyzing the content of the 

campaign, one can find that it was not about winning the election that was the initiated goal for 

Marichuy and her campaign. Further on explained, it might be something for the future to tell but 

that the more significant message to bring up is that her campaign could be seen as a point of 

departure. 
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5. Results & Analysis  
In this section the results from the operationalization when using the framing design will be 

presented. The data  that has been analyzed will here be systematized and divided into a subtopic. 7

Furthermore, the categories have been designed to structure the analysis of the results in relation to 

each question asked (see section 3.4.).  

 

5.1. Issue framing 

Su voz es mi voz, is a campaign that has raised topics that formerly, within the context of Mexico, 

have been seen as taboo for people to talk about. The fact that Marichuy is a woman from a 

minority can be a significant factor. Being a woman, must not necessarily mean sharing the same 

interest as other women in a group. This becomes noticeable when indigenous women in particular 

are being brought up for discourse (Univision Noticias, 2017; VICE en Español, 2018; El país, 

2017).  

   In her statements, Marichuy stresses the fact that women of ethnic minorities is something that 

needs to be raised in political debates (Agencia SubVersiones, 2017a). That they need to feel as 

involved as their male counterpart. The emphasis here is primarily directed towards those who do 

not get their respect or dignity recognized, for the simple reason that they were born women (CNI 

Totonacapan, 2017a). Equality between women and men is something that cannot be overlooked in 

practice. In addition, spaces need to be opened up for women to be able to engage themselves and to 

make their voices heard, in politics as well as within the Mexican society (Agencia SubVersiones, 

2017a; Meganoticias TVC, 2017).  

   There is an issue that permeates the entire campaign, the issue of injustice. The word in itself 

opens up for a broad variety of definitions, thus within the context for the presidential campaign and 

in relation to gender and ethnicity, the focus will be directed accordingly. Injustice is argued, within 

the context for the campaign, as a category reflecting an imbalance in society where both ethnic 

minorities and women have had to suffer (Univision Noticias, 2017; Milenio, 2018; Canal 

Encuentro, 2017). The already vulnerable in the society is also framed as the ones who suffer the 

most. Marichuy frames injustice as the main factor for contributing to political marginalization 

(Milenio, 2018). When marginalization becomes the norm, then it is harder to change it, as this 

study has shown. Marichuy has chosen to act instead of remaining quiet, which gives the 

substantive representation a significant role in her campaign.  

 The sources that have been used and approached with the framing design can be found in a separate reference list in 7

the section for references. (see section 8)
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   These themes are the recurrent ones when the collected data has been reviewed. As noted, 

Marichuy uses both fragments of her identity as woman and of her ethnic roots as references in the 

campaign. During her performances, statements have even touched upon other subjects such as 

environmental issues, however indifferent in relation to the main framed issues (CNI Totonacapan, 

2017a; Noticieros Televisa, 2017a). The land and the natural resources that for a long time were 

seen as a part of the indigenous communities and their self-sufficiency, is declared a severe problem 

when their rights are being violated (ibid).  

   Summarizing that Marichuy has chosen to emphasize and frame two main issues with her 

campaign; unequal treatment due to gender related issues, and likewise discrimination in forms of 

injustices, based on ethnic belonging. 

5.2. Motives  

Moreover in the campaign, subordination is brought up as a phenomenon that reinforces injustice. 

Subordination is being perceived in relation to both sexism, primarily directed towards women, and 

through the discrimination of ethnic minorities. Factors of unequal treatment have in turn cultivated 

in that certain motives have arisen.  

   Marichuy in her campaign reflects upon the names that are continuously being transformed into 

numbers (Su voz es mi voz, 2018a). This makes up the foundation of that subordination and 

violence in particular, is a constantly growing problem. This is something that Marichuy in her 

campaign wants to put an end to. In one of the campaign videos, tragic events that have hit Mexico 

are being used as references — disappearances of students, exploitation of farmers in indigenous 

communities and female homicides due to gender based violence — are all stating some of the 

underlying motives that are being raised throughout the campaign (ibid).  

   In some of her statements, Marichuy makes it clear that the campaign does not support the idea of 

capitalism as such (CNI Totonacapan, 2017a; Milenio, 2018; El país, 2017). She stresses the fact 

that smaller communities, as a consequence, have been exploited due to the implementation of the 

profit seeking agenda capitalism brought with it and has also destroyed the self-sufficiency of many 

minority groups (CNI Totonacapan, 2017a; Meganoticias TVC, 2017). This is further stated a 

contributor in the increasing discrimination towards certain groups when institutions are creating 

economical barriers. The economical gap within the Mexican society is stated to be a problem that 

needs to be solved, since the poor remains poor meanwhile the rich people becomes even richer, 

when the weakest are being utilized at their expense (CNI Totonacapan, 2017b; El país, 2017; 

Agencia SubVersiones, 2017b).  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   Marichuy is therefore raising motives that can both be linked to the subordination of women, 

ethnic minorities and additionally the economically disadvantaged in the Mexican society. 

5.3. Creator of the problem 

Problems seldom occur by themselves, which Marichuy repeatedly claimed where she stated that; 

“the ones causing the problems should also be held responsible for their actions” (Univision 

Noticias, 2017; Milenio, 2018; Canal Encuentro, 2017). The accusations were primarily directed 

towards the Mexican politicians (Agencia SubVersiones, 2017a; CNI Totonacapan, 2017a; 

Meganoticias TVC, 2017). Further expressed, the politicians holding the political power are the 

ones who should be blamed for causing the injustices. Marichuy argues that the political power that 

has been examined has mainly been used for the very own gain of the politicians and consequently 

only benefited a few (El país, 2017). For a problem to be recognized, one must understand and 

detect the roots of the problem in order for an issue to be solved. Since the politicians themselves 

overlooked the side-effects of their actions, it is arguable that they have not even interpreted the 

outcome as a problem, when the system in itself has made room for certain attributes to occur.  

   More implicitly, Marichuy refers to the patriarchal political system from which the framed 

problems are being caused (Univision Noticias, 2017; Canal Encuentro, 2017; Meganoticias TVC, 

2017). Men from the majority, as mentioned earlier in the text, have been the ones occupying the 

political sphere and can further be associated as the producers of the structures that have kept 

women and minorities away from entering politics. Therefore, the campaign opposes both the 

structures and the system where stakeholders are overlooking the consequences they create, when 

they rather only focus on profit. Marichuy in her campaign has made it clear that she does not 

support the current political view on how both minorities and women have been treated by the 

authorities (CNI Totonacapan, 2017a; Personajes México, 2018). Marichuy blames the authorities 

for not capturing the entire population when exercising their political power (Univision Noticias, 

2017; Personajes México, 2018).  

   Due to this, a clear distinction can be drawn between us and them as two divided groups. 

Marichuy puts herself in a position where she shows solidarity for those who are suffering from the 

injustices shaped and created by the ones in power. 

5.4. Target group  

Mexico is a country that possess great diversity in relation to its different geographical regions. The 

variation of people have led to that the centralizations of minorities look different and varies from 
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state to state (CNI Totonacapan, 2017b). What the results indicate are that this component does 

reflect which arguments should be highlighted during a performance and which ones should not.  

   Su voz es mi voz, has resulted in that Marichuy has traveled and performed in front of a mostly 

varied audience. When she has performed in front of larger audience in larger cities, the message 

has been relatively broad and general in its meaning (Agencia SubVersiones, 2017a; Agencia 

SubVersiones, 2018). Once the targeted group consisted of a broad variation of people, the 

statements were accordingly directed towards both men, women, workers and students, all voters 

that want to contribute to changing the outlook of Mexican politics (Milenio, 2018; El país, 2017; 

Personajes México, 2018; Meganoticias TVC, 2017). During these performances, Marichuy and her 

intersected identity as woman of a minority asserted itself to its context.  

   On the other hand, when analyzing rallies and speeches made in front of smaller and more 

intimate crowds, her female profile per se has been overruled. The results show a political 

flexibility when it comes to the targeting of audience. When performances have been made at 

grassroots level, Marichuy has used an ethnic influenced discourse and agenda to reach out to the 

audience (CNI Totonacapan, 2017a; CNI Totonacapan, 2017b; Agencia SubVersiones, 2017b). The 

struggle for justice were more frequently brought up in her speeches for the smaller crowds, 

referring to the suffering of ethnic minorities and that now is the time to take action (ibid). These 

kinds of words were less used when performances have been carried out in front of a bigger 

audience.  

   As a result, the targeted group seem to have influence when statements have been performed. 

Tendencies have so forth proven that her identity as woman was being trumped by her ethnic 

background in regions where ethnic minorities appear superior among the audience.  

5.5. Collective action  

To make your voice heard, is something that Marichuy attaches great importance to in the 

campaign, thereof the name Su voz es mi voz. A campaign which message is to give a voice to those 

who have experience oppression and continues to be marginalized in political terms. “Giving a 

voice to those whose voices were silenced and forgotten”, Marichuy repeatedly mentions in her 

speeches (CNI Totonacapan, 2017a; CNI Totonacapan, 2017b; Su voz es mi voz, 2018a). To speak 

up for others and to act in the name for someone else who simply do not feel that they have had 

their voice represented within the political arena, is something Marichuy wants to give an 

alternative to (El país, 2017; Meganoticias TVC, 2017; Noticieros Televisa, 2017b).  

   In her statements, collective action is underlined the solution for change (Agencia SubVersiones, 
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2017a; El país, 2017; Noticieros Televisa, 2017a). Further Marichuy emphasizes, the only strategy 

to reach a common goal has to develop and emerge from below (Univision Noticias, 2017; Milenio, 

2018). This is something the campaign has enabled when highlighting previous overlooked themes.  

   By organizing oneself has enabled a new grassroots movement to take form. Marichuy in her 

message says that the solution is rooted in a bottom-up tactic where the mobilization must start 

from were the problems affected the most, within the communities (CNI Totonacapan, 2017a; CNI 

Totonacapan, 2017b). The campaign is an appeal for justice, equality and the right for all Mexicans 

to live a dignified life (Milenio, 2018; Canal Encuentro, 2017; Meganoticias TVC, 2017).  

   The findings suggest that the campaign sets forward solutions that are framed to help the ones 

missing out of representation, those who have been marginalized and ended up outside the political 

system. Since the balance of gender within the Mexican parliaments have improved in recent 

decades (The World Bank, 2018; IDEA, 2018b), this analysis ends up with the thought of that the 

objective of the campaign is directed to give the ones with from the ethnic minorities a chance to 

receive political recognition also at the national level. At large, Marichuy is acting in the name of 

the representation that for a long time was missing in Mexican politics, by accelerating a discourse 

that again places ethnic minorities on the Mexican agenda.  

 

6. Comparative Analysis  

This section provides a comparative analysis, using the results obtained in chapter 5. The discussion 

will be outlined to approach the hypotheses and to find out which of them will find the largest 

support. Lastly, the text culminates in a statement suggesting that one identity can trump the other.  

 

“I am Marichuy and I am a spokeswoman, not a candidate […] I am the voice of the indigenous, of 

the invisibles, of the poor. The voice of the struggle that continues and continues […] the voice of a 

country that is fed up with injustice”  (Su voz es mi voz, 2018a)  8

                                                                                                                                              - Marichuy  

 

Marichuy, not any spokeswoman, but the representative to bear up the voices of a collective of 

ethnic minorities. Marichuy has emphasized the importance of the fact that it is not just her voice 

that is about to be heard, which becomes markedly though her rhetoric of expressing herself in 

plural.  

 Translation made by the author8
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   The substantive representation to act for someone else, to raise questions that rather favors and 

represent a certain group, than putting the individual in the first place, shows tendencies of the so 

called mandate effect. This in turn shows that there is no self-gain involved when Marichuy 

portrays herself as one of the pueblo . Meanwhile most politicians seek affirmation in order to be 9

accepted and successful. This is something Marichuy clearly communicates that she takes distance 

from. In her campaign Marichuy seeks to generate a chain reaction of support among the voters, 

where the communities themselves are the actors. Even though Marichuy has been caught in the 

lights of political gatherings, the campaign as a whole does not involve gaining popularity as such. 

Furthermore, one could argue that Marichuy rather strengthens her ties to her identity by being 

genuine towards her background as a woman of an ethnic minority, when she chooses to tone down 

her political profile and instead vouch for a selected group.  

   In the campaign, former and incumbent politicians are framed to have abused their political power 

for generations, assumptions therefore suggest that the purpose of the campaign was not primarily 

to run for the presidency. Instead the underlying goal of the campaign could rather be to contribute 

with a change of the current political outlook. What is still up for debate is whether the collection of 

signatures would have looked different — if it would have benefitted the campaign for the better — 

or the other way arround. The outline of how the system has been built up has first and foremost 

benefitted those who are already in power and those with access to the money. But even if the 

examination of collecting signatures had been replaced, the Mexican political system might not yet 

be ready for such a change of letting a woman of an ethnic minority in.  

 

“... [the proposal] was to make visible the indigenous problems […] that people in the villages are 

dying due to foreign projects that are exploiting our territories […] it is an organizational proposal 

that will not see change if not organized from below”  (Noticieros Televisa, 2017b)  10

                                                                                                                                              - Marichuy 

To run a candidate campaign has shown not to be an easy task to take on when vouching for issues 

related to an intersected identity. Analyzing the campaign, one can see that to promote one identity 

above the other becomes enhanced. Marichuy in her role as spokeswoman for the CNI, has tended 

to reinforce her claims for ethnic minorities when the layer of target group is being added. If it is a 

conscious choice or not remains unanswered while reviewing the material, but more relevant is that 

 One of the pueblo is here referred to as any other citizen of the Mexican population9

 Translation made by the author10
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the region where a statement is being performed does inflict on the content of the campaign as such. 

Despite Marichuy lacks political experience due to the outset of the presidential race, she has 

definitely proven that she has grown with her the role and really wants to fulfill the purpose of 

accelerating the campaign. Although the mandate effect appears in some contexts, her ethnicity tend 

to trump her gender identity when her claims for her ethnic roots and indigenous background targets 

women and men of ethnic minority. The ethnic affiliation gets more representative when a woman 

of minority acts for another of the same background, than when being represented by someone of 

the majority.  

 

 “Never again a Mexico without us”  (Personajes México, 2018)  11

                                                                                                                                              - Marichuy 

Representatives in politics can frame issues differently and can use different strategies to accelerate 

their campaigns, depending on in which context it takes place. Marichuy has shown influences of 

vouching for other women but that her ethnic background trumps her identity as woman, when the 

targeted audience consisted in mostly people from ethnic minorities. This implies well with the 

hypothesis staging the trumped outcome, where the strategy rather is to speak up and represent 

either of the intersected identities more than the other. It is a crossroad Marichuy is facing when she 

is using her role as spokeswoman for the CNI, which already gives a hint of that.  

   This text therefore argues that the hypothesis suggesting that an ethnic female legislator tone 

down their identity in order to appeal to the masses, does not receive enough support in this 

particular case study. This can be explained by arguing for that this is an independent candidate that 

does not want to get stuck in any current political system or existing political party, but rather run 

the campaign to act for a particular group.  

   This research has shown that it is a complex issue to take on when accelerating a political 

movement in form of a candidate campaign. In this case study, the candidate was presented 

spokeswoman of a larger ethnic platform, the National Indigenous Congress. Given this role it is 

probable that one identity might emerge more than the other. Thereof, the text cannot contradict the 

fact that this factor has influenced the obtained results. Perhaps the outlook would have looked 

different if Marichuy would not have been given the role as spokeswoman in the first place and 

instead navigated her campaign without the support of the CNI. Eventually, her ethnic identity came 

to trump her female identity in the long run. 

 Translation made by the author11
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7. Conclusion 

The aim of this study has been to analyze how a woman of a minority navigates within the context 

of a presidential campaign, while looking at a case study from Mexico. The candidate, Marichuy 

has shown flexibility in how she framed the message of the campaign. Accelerating the role as the 

spokeswoman for a larger indigenous community, might already have led to certain assumptions 

about what will transpire in the forthcoming discourse. In summary, tendencies reveal that 

Marichuy has approached the mandate effect when vouching for other women of ethnic minorities, 

which is an aspect the text cannot entirely exclude from the discussion. The text, on the other hand, 

concludes that it is her ethnic identity and background that is the more dominant aspect in 

accelerating the campaign, when the aspects of both which group to target and the support from the 

CNI, are being added. Resulting in that the dominant hypothesis is when ethnicity trumps the 

identity of being a woman.  

   The case study sets forward how a candidate possibly can run their campaign. Even though 

Mexico is still facing difficulties in accepting the idea of a woman from an ethnic minority acting in 

the political sphere. As an independent candidate she has created a new platform which differs from 

the previous ones. Marichuy has enabled to form a political space of representation for people who 

earlier did not feel like they had any, even though obstacles remain. The topic on substantive 

representation becomes significant when someone dare to raise the issue on how injustice has been 

infiltrated the country. Someone who is willing to bear the fight for equality between people and 

contribute to less political exclusion.  

   Earlier research has done well when studies on gender and ethnicity have been carried out 

separately. However, by reviewing this case study the text has noted that political actors with an 

intersected identity in particular is a field that needs to expand. To enable finding answers on how 

candidates navigate within the political sphere, given these prerequisites, it sets forward that more 

studies on substantive representation with an intersected lens are being made. This study has 

benefitted from using an intersectional lens when approaching how one candidate can act. Referring 

back to what Pitkin (1967) once stated, that finding one perspective on representation is an endless 

work and therefore opens up for a broader range of interpretations. In order to be able to make 

comparative studies between candidates with those characteristics, it is important to highlight the 

diversity with different perspectives on how individuals chose to frame their strategies.  

   One cannot only talk about one perspective in terms of representation, which this thesis has 

emphasized, since the variation extends beyond that. Widening the field of research, can thus open 
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up for a deeper understanding on how candidates with an intersected identity choses to navigate 

within the political sphere at large, also outside the frames of a presidential campaign.  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