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ATP-dependent chromatin remodelling enzymes (remodellers) regulate DNA accessibility in
eukaryotic genomes. Many remodellers reposition (slide) nucleosomes, however, how DNA
is propagated around the histone octamer during this process is unclear. Here we examine
the real-time coordination of remodeller-induced DNA movements on both sides of the
nucleosome using three-colour single-molecule FRET. During sliding by Chd1 and SNF2h
remodellers, DNA is shifted discontinuously, with movement of entry-side DNA preceding
that of exit-side DNA. The temporal delay between these movements implies a single ratelimiting step dependent on ATP binding and transient absorption or buffering of at least one
base pair. High-resolution cross-linking experiments show that sliding can be achieved by
buffering as few as 3 bp between entry and exit sides of the nucleosome. We propose that
DNA buffering ensures nucleosome stability during ATP-dependent remodelling, and provides a means for communication between remodellers acting on opposite sides of the
nucleosome.
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ukaryotic genomes are extensively packaged into nucleosomes. With its characteristic wrapping around the histone
core1, nucleosomal DNA is largely inaccessible to most
DNA-binding factors, making the nucleosome a fundamentally
repressive element2–6. Establishment and regulation of this
repressive packaging of DNA depends on ATP-dependent chromatin remodelling enzymes (remodellers), which determine
occupancy, composition, and placement of nucleosomes
throughout the genome7–10. Remodellers are essential for generating and maintaining the highly predictable and regular
nucleosome organization on the vast majority of eukaryotic
genes11,12. Central to chromatin remodelling is the ability to
reposition or slide nucleosomes along DNA: sliding nucleosomes
into evenly spaced arrays prevents exposure of long stretches of
naked DNA, whereas sliding nucleosomes into adjacent nucleosomes stimulates eviction to create nucleosome-free regions13–15.
Nucleosomes are essential for blocking inappropriate initiation of
transcription, and the maintenance of tightly packed nucleosomes
following passage of RNA polymerase II requires remodellers
such as Chd1 and ISWI16–18.
Remodellers slide nucleosomes using a superfamily 2 (SF2)type ATPase motor19,20 that can translocate on DNA21,22. For
Chd1, ISWI, and SWI/SNF remodellers, DNA translocation takes
place at an internal site on the nucleosome called superhelix
location 2 (SHL2)23–31. Structural and single-molecule studies
together suggest a step size of 1 nucleotide (nt) per ATP hydrolysis cycle for SF2- and SF1-type translocases32–37. Consistent
with this expectation, a 1–2 base pair (bp) step size has been
directly observed by single-molecule FRET (smFRET) for ISWI
and RSC remodellers38,39. Interestingly, both ISWI and Chd1
remodellers have been shown to shift nucleosomal DNA in bursts
of multiple bp38,40,41.
A key question in the ﬁeld is how ATP-dependent nucleosome
sliding is achieved. This includes not just the initial phase of DNA
translocation or a single catalytic cycle of the motor, but how
local perturbations by the ATPase domain of the remodeller
result in a global shift of DNA with respect to the histone octamer. Understanding how DNA moves around the histone octamer requires the observation of sliding intermediates. Such
intermediates are necessarily transient, and single-molecule
experiments are ideally suited to capture them. Single-molecule
techniques have been utilized to visualize DNA and nucleosome
translocation by remodellers22,38–47. Despite the important
mechanistic insights gleaned from these experiments, it has
remained unclear how DNA propagates around the histone core
during ATP-dependent remodelling, limiting our understanding
for how nucleosomes may be repositioned.
Based on indirect observations, our previous work on ISWI
remodellers suggested an unexpected model of DNA movement
across the histone core, where DNA ﬁrst moved off the exit side
of the nucleosome before new DNA was pulled onto the
nucleosomal entry side38. Here, we present the simultaneous
detection of DNA movement on both sides of the nucleosome by
three-colour smFRET48–51, which reveals a distinct order of DNA
translocation. Using both Chd1 and the catalytic subunit of an
ISWI-type remodeler, SNF2h, we show a clear delay between
translocation of DNA onto and off of the nucleosome, with DNA
ﬁrst shifting onto the entry side. After an initial round of ATP
hydrolysis and movement of entry-side DNA, at least one additional ATP-binding event occurs before DNA movement is
propagated all the way to the exit side, suggesting that the
nucleosome can absorb one or more bp of translocated DNA
between the ATPase binding site and the exit side of the
nucleosome. Using site-speciﬁc cross-linking, we observe that
Chd1 can shift the DNA to the exit side by 4 bp even in the
presence of a gap that blocks ATPase translocation after 4–5 bp.
2

Taken together, these results suggest that nucleosomes transiently
absorb 1–3 bp during ATP-dependent sliding. We propose that
this DNA-buffering capability of the nucleosome provides a
potential means for communication and regulation of remodellers bound to opposite sides of the nucleosome, ensuring
nucleosome stability during chromatin remodelling.
Results
Simultaneous observation of entry- and exit-side DNA movement. FRET is well suited for probing how chromatin remodellers dynamically alter nucleosome positioning38–41,52. A
common approach has been to monitor one side of the nucleosome as DNA moves either onto or off of the histone core, using
FRET between a single donor-acceptor pair. While extremely
informative about local changes, a single FRET pair cannot
resolve how DNA movements on opposite sides of the nucleosome are coordinated. Chromatin remodellers translocate on
DNA from a ﬁxed position on the nucleosome, which results in a
global shift of DNA around the histone octamer. To study
coordination of this process, we monitored both nucleosomal
entry and exit sides simultaneously by three-colour smFRET48–51.
We placed two different dyes (Cy3 and Alexa750) on the DNA
on opposite sides of the nucleosome, as well as a centrally
positioned dye (Cy5) on the histone core (Fig. 1a and
Supplementary Fig. 1). The central dye serves as an acceptor
for one DNA dye and a donor for the other, thus generating two
overlapping FRET pairs. Given the inherent two-fold symmetry
of the nucleosome with two copies of each histone, one challenge
is obtaining a homogenous population of nucleosomes with a
single label on one side of the nucleosome disk. Heterogeneity in
nucleosome labelling was previously observed and resolved into
distinct populations in two-colour FRET experiments;38,41
however, such heterogeneity would be prohibitive for more
complex three-colour FRET experiments. We therefore exploited
the asymmetry of the Widom 601 positioning sequence53 to
generate asymmetric nucleosomes from hexasomes54. By starting
with 601 hexasomes, each H2A/H2B dimer can be deposited
separately, allowing for a homogenous population of nucleosomes
with a single, uniquely positioned Cy5-labelled H2A/H2B dimer
(Fig. 1a).
Chd1 is known to shift nucleosomes away from short DNA
ends26,55. Here we generated end-positioned nucleosomes, and
therefore refer to the side with short DNA as the exit side, and the
side with a long (79 bp) extranucleosomal segment of DNA as the
entry side (Fig. 1a; Supplementary Table 1). Nucleosomes were
immobilized onto a PEG-coated quartz surface and ﬂuorescence
signals from individual nucleosomes were monitored using a
total-internal-reﬂection ﬂuorescence (TIRF) geometry (Fig. 1b).
In order to unambiguously determine the FRET contributions of
the three ﬂuorophores, we used alternating excitation with 532
and 638 nm lasers to excite Cy3 and Cy5, respectively, and
calculated entry- and exit-side FRET values (see Methods).
Our initial design (Supplementary Fig. 1) adopted locations of
FRET dyes previously utilized to observe nucleosome translocation in two-colour bulk and single-molecule experiments, where
the DNA labels are located just outside where DNA wraps around
the histone core. This design, however, proved impractical for
studying remodelling by Chd1. Nucleosomes labelled in this
manner exhibited rapid ﬂuctuations in FRET from Cy3 upon
addition of Chd1 without ATP (Supplementary Fig. 1b), most
likely due to previously observed Chd1-induced DNA unwrapping from the nucleosome28,30,56,57. To selectively monitor DNA
translocation without interference from unwrapping, we devised a
different design (Fig. 1a), with both entry- and exit-side
ﬂuorophores 18 and 24 bp inside the edge of the nucleosome,
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Fig. 1 Simultaneous detection of entry- and exit-side movements by three-colour FRET. a Cartoon representations of the three-colour labelling scheme. The
ATPase motor of the remodeller is shown in brown and Cy3, Cy5, and Alexa750 are depicted by green, red, and purple stars, respectively. The entry side is
on the TA-poor side of the 601 sequence, and the exit side is on the TA-rich side. b Schematic of FRET detection with alternating 532 nm and 638 nm laser
excitation of nucleosomes labelled with Cy3, Cy5, and Alexa750. Entry-side (c) and exit-side (d) FRET histograms constructed from 1543 traces before
(solid bars) and 507 traces after (open bars) remodelling by 300 nM Chd1 in the presence of 1 mM ATP. e Representative Cy3 (green), Cy5 (red), and
Alexa750 (purple) ﬂuorescence and FRET time traces (entry-side, light blue; exit-side, dark blue) showing sliding of a single nucleosome after addition of
300 nM Chd1 and 1 mM ATP. Time traces were recorded with alternating 532 nm and 638 nm laser excitation, as indicated by the areas shaded in green
and red, respectively. The dashed lines indicate the onset of changes in entry-side and exit-side FRET. Entry- and exit-side FRET values, determined
simultaneously in the same experiment using alternating laser excitation, resembled those separately determined using corresponding two-colour FRET
nucleosomes possessing Cy5-H2B and either an exit- or entry-side DNA ﬂuorophore, respectively (Supplementary Fig. 2). Source data are provided as a
Source Data ﬁle

respectively, and the Cy5 dye on the H2B C-terminus (Fig. 1a;
Supplementary Table 1).
Using alternating laser excitation (Fig. 1b), we calculated entryside FRET values as FRET originating from Cy5, and exit-side
FRET values as FRET originating from Cy3. The presence of only
a single Cy5-labelled H2B on each histone octamer, as manifested
in a single photobleaching step (Supplementary Fig. 3a), gave rise
to single entry-side as well as exit-side FRET populations
(Supplementary Fig. 4). Both entry- and exit-side FRET

distributions were unchanged when Chd1 was added in the
absence of ATP or with ATP-γ-S, indicating that the internal
three-colour conﬁguration was not affected by Chd1-induced
DNA unwrapping (Supplementary Fig. 4a). As shown by native
gel sliding experiments, Chd1 was capable of repositioning these
labelled nucleosomes (Supplementary Fig. 3b). When Chd1 and
ATP were added to surface-immobilized nucleosomes, both
entry- and exit-side FRET exhibited marked changes (Figs. 1c–e)
that were consistent with repositioning of the histone octamer
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Fig. 2 Entry-side movement of nucleosomal DNA precedes exit-side movement. a Cy3 (green), Cy5 (red), and Alexa750 (purple) ﬂuorescence and FRET
time traces (exit-side: dark blue; entry-side: light blue) showing sliding of a single nucleosome, after addition of 300 nM Chd1 and 100 μM ATP. The lag
time between the onset of entry- and exit-side DNA movements is denoted as tlag. Time traces were recorded with alternating 532 nm and 638 nm laser
excitation, as indicated by the areas shaded in green and red, respectively. b Histograms of tlag values (red bars) observed with 100 or 500 μM ATP, ﬁt with
a single-exponential distribution (N = 185–220 events). c Dependence of 1/tlag on the ATP concentration. Data are shown as the mean ± SEM (N =
40–340 events). d Left: Cartoon schematic showing the 601-ﬂip nucleosome, with short exit DNA on the TA-poor side and long entry DNA on the TA-rich
side of the 601 sequence. Middle: Two representative FRET time traces (exit-side: dark blue; entry-side: light blue) showing sliding of single 601-ﬂip
nucleosomes after addition of 300 nM Chd1 and 500 μM ATP. Right: Histogram of tlag values (red bars) from many 601-ﬂip nucleosomes observed with
500 μM ATP, ﬁt with a single-exponential distribution (N = 190 events). e Nucleosome sliding by SNF2h shows the same coordination of entry/exit DNA
movements. Middle: Two representative FRET time traces (exit-side: dark blue; entry-side: light blue) showing sliding of single nucleosomes after addition
of 1 μM SNF2h and 10 μM ATP. Right: Histogram of tlag values (red bars) constructed from 226 events, ﬁt to a single-exponential distribution (black line).
Source data are provided as a Source Data ﬁle

onto the long entry-side DNA and away from the short exit side.
After an initial waiting period, remodelling time traces exhibited
an increase in entry-side FRET, signifying that the Alexa750
ﬂuorophore moved further onto the nucleosome (Fig. 1e). As
DNA continues to move, eventually the Alexa750 dye is expected
4

to pass the Cy5 dye, leading to a FRET decrease. Indeed, we
recorded such a non-monotonic change of entry-side FRET. On
the exit-side, FRET decreased upon ATP-dependent action of
Chd1, indicating that Cy3 moves away from Cy5 as DNA shifts
toward the exit side of the nucleosome (Fig. 1e).
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DNA moves discontinuously during nucleosome sliding. Our
ability to simultaneously monitor both entry and exit sides of the
nucleosome enables the real-time investigation of how
remodeller-induced DNA movements may be coordinated.
Strikingly, upon addition of Chd1 and ATP, time traces consistently exhibited changes in entry-side FRET before any exitside FRET changes occurred (Fig. 2a). Such coordination indicates discontinuous movement of nucleosomal DNA, with the
entry side preceding the exit side. The delay in exit-side movement further implies that during remodelling, the nucleosome
accommodates an additional one or more bp of DNA between
entry-side and exit-side ﬂuorophores, likely between the entry
SHL2 site, where the ATPase translocates DNA, and the exit-side
ﬂuorophore.
Exit-side movement involves an additional ATP-binding event.
For Chd1, the KM for ATP was previously determined to be
50–60 μM58. At subsaturating ATP concentrations, nucleotide
binding limits the observed rate of nucleosome sliding38,41,47. We
wondered whether varying ATP concentration would also inﬂuence the coordination between entry-side and exit-side DNA
movements. We therefore determined the lag time, tlag, between
the onset of FRET changes at entry and exit sides of the
nucleosome at various ATP concentrations (Figs. 2a–c). With
increasing ATP concentrations, the delay between entry-side and
exit-side DNA movements decreased (Figs. 2b, c), indicating that
entry-exit coordination is sensitive to action of the ATPase.
The 601 nucleosome positioning sequence is notably asymmetric, which has been shown to affect both unwrapping
characteristics and the preferred direction of sliding by
Chd159,60. A characteristic feature of the 601 is a set of periodic
TpA (TA) dinucleotide steps that is more prevalent on one side of
the dyad61, referred to as the TA-rich side. In our nucleosome
construct, the long entry-side linker was adjacent to the TA-poor
side of the 601 sequence, and thus the exit-side DNA
corresponded to the TA-rich side (Fig. 2a). To examine whether
the observed entry-then-exit order of DNA movements might be
affected by the orientation of the 601 sequence, we constructed
601-ﬂip nucleosomes, which had the long DNA linker (entry
side) on the TA-rich side of the 601 and the exit on the TA-poor
side (Fig. 2d). Notably, the 601-ﬂip nucleosomes displayed the
same order of events during remodelling, with movement on the
entry-side of the nucleosome preceding movement on the exit
side, albeit with an overall longer lag time (at 500 μM ATP, tlag =
4.9 ± 0.8 s (N = 185 events) versus tlag = 21.0 ± 2.2 s (N = 190
events) for the original and ﬂipped orientations, respectively).
Thus, DNA sequence alters the magnitude of the entry-exit delay
but the overall order of the sequential DNA movements is
independent of the orientation of the 601 sequence.
A similar entry-then-exit coordination of DNA by SNF2h. Like
Chd1, ISWI-type remodelers also slide nucleosomes by acting at
SHL2 (refs. 24,25). ISWI-type remodelers differ from Chd1 by
possessing one or more auxiliary subunits that accompany the
catalytic, ATPase-containing subunit7. For example, ACF, a
human ISWI remodeller consists of a catalytic subunit SNF2h
and an accessory subunit ACF1. To see if both Chd1 and the
ISWI catalytic subunit promote a similar coordination of entryand exit-side DNA movements, we tested the SNF2h catalytic
subunit with our three-colour FRET setup (Fig. 2e). Similar to
Chd1, nucleosome sliding by SNF2h consistently produced FRET
changes on the entry side prior to those on the exit side, also with
a single-exponential lag-time distribution (Fig. 2e and Supplementary Fig 4b). These results suggest that nucleosomes respond
similarly to Chd1 and SNF2h, where the DNA is ﬁrst pulled onto
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the entry side of the nucleosome before shifting off the exit side.
Previous work, using a yeast ISWI enzyme consisting of a catalytic subunit (Isw2, homologous to SNF2h) and three accessory
subunits (Itc1, Dpb4, and Dls1), suggested a different timing of
DNA movements at the entry and exit sides38. While this discrepancy may possibly be due to the absence of accessory ISWI
subunits in the current experiment, a likely explanation is the
asymmetry of the 601 positioning sequence. The lag between
remodeler binding and DNA movement is longer when the TArich side of the 601 sequence is on the entry side of the nucleosome as compared to the ﬂipped orientation (Figs. 2c, d). In the
previous experiment, timing was in part inferred from two
separate two-colour FRET experiments, where the TA-rich portion of the 601 sequence was either on the entering or the exiting
half of the nucleosome38. Here, by simultaneously observing both
sides of the same nucleosome using three-colour FRET, we more
directly probe the coordination. For all ATP concentrations tested, the histograms of observed lag times were well-described by
single-exponential distributions (Figs. 2b, d, e), indicative of a
single, rate-limiting event. The dependence of lag time on ATP
concentration suggests that this single, rate-limiting event
involves ATP binding. Thus, the onset of exit-side movement is
likely triggered by binding and possibly hydrolysis of an additional ATP by the remodeller.
DNA translocation by 4–5 bp can reposition the nucleosome.
Previously, we observed that upon binding, the ATPase of Chd1
pulls DNA onto the nucleosome by 1–2 bp, forming a twist defect
on the entry side SHL2 site62. The twist defect only provides
temporary storage for one additional bp, however, since binding
and hydrolysis of ATP destabilizes the twist defect at the entry
SHL2 and effectively shuttles DNA toward the dyad62. Here, the
ATP-dependent lag times we observed (Fig. 2c) suggest that one
or more additional ATP-binding events occur before DNA propagation reaches the exit side of the nucleosome. These observations are consistent with a sliding mechanism where the
nucleosome transiently absorbs one or more additional bp of
DNA.
To further examine this unexpected absorption of DNA on the
nucleosome, we constructed nucleosomes with 2-nt singlestranded DNA (ssDNA) gaps near the entry SHL2, to limit the
extent of DNA translocation. Gaps at SHL2 do not disrupt the
wrapping of DNA around the histone core, yet have been shown
to block nucleosome sliding by Chd1 and other remodellers23–27.
Using end-labelled DNA, single-molecule experiments further
showed that gaps can be used to allow limited translocation of
nucleosomal DNA, with the observation that nucleosomal DNA
can shift until the gap reaches ~21–22 bp from the dyad38,41.
Thus, a gap located m bp from this 21–22 bp site should allow for
an m bp shift of nucleosomal DNA.
Since Chd1 and SNF2h shift DNA on the entry side prior to
exit-side movement, we wondered how much DNA is required to
shift onto the entry side before DNA also starts shifting off of the
exit side. To address this question, we ﬁrst sought to probe the
remodelling of gapped, three-colour nucleosomes that would
allow limited movement of entry DNA. Surprisingly and in stark
contrast with ungapped nucleosomes, nucleosomes with 2 nt gaps
at m = 0, m = 3, m = 5, and m = 8 bp displayed changes in FRET
to varying extents upon addition of Chd1 alone or with ATP-γ-S
(Supplementary Fig. 5). While the internal dyes of three-colour
nucleosomes allow for ATP-dependent nucleosome sliding, the
combination of the internal dyes plus a 2 nt DNA gap at the entry
SHL2 may give rise to structural perturbations of DNA that
produce FRET changes independently of ATP hydrolysis.
Further, FRET is sensitive to transient, non-canonical placements
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DNA positioning of nucleosomes containing gaps at m = 5 bp (d) and m = 8 bp (e). At each cross-linking site, stacked intensity plots showing timedependent changes in the distribution of cross-links are given on the left, and the relative intensities of starting versus shifted cross-linking products are
plotted on the right. Cross-linking products that rapidly appeared and differed depending on the location of the gap are indicated in orange. Products that
formed more slowly over time, which correspond to the preferred phase of the 601 sequence, are shown in blue. Note that consistent with previous work54,
cross-linking on the exit side did not show a nucleosome population shifted by +11 bp (blue), likely due to sequence bias in cross-linking. Reactions
contained 150 nM nucleosome, 200 nM Chd1, and 1 mM ATP. The time-course for these experiments was 0”, 7”, 15”, 30”, 45”, 60”, 90”, 2’, 4’, 8’, 16’, and
32’. Results are consistent across three separate experiments, two of which use similar time courses. Gel images are shown in Supplementary Fig. 6. Source
data are provided as a Source Data ﬁle
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of the DNA on the nucleosome, which could obscure detection of
ATP-dependent DNA translocation.
We therefore turned to site-speciﬁc histone-DNA cross-linking
to follow limited DNA movements around the histone core using
gapped nucleosomes (Fig. 3). With this technique, single cysteines
are labelled with a photo-reactive cross-linker, which can produce
nicks in the DNA backbone at sites of cross-linking62–64. Shifts in
cross-linking positions, monitored on urea denaturing gels, are
interpreted as relative displacements in DNA past the crosslinking site on the histone core. To detect DNA movement at
several sites simultaneously, we produced nucleosomes with two
distinct cysteines: H2B(S53C), which cross-links on the outer gyre
of DNA and therefore reports on both the entry and exit side, and
H3(M120C), which forms dual cross-links around the nucleosome dyad (Figs. 3a, c).
To limit nucleosome sliding by Chd1, we tested nucleosomes
with gaps at m = 3, 5, or 8 bp. By native gel, the three gapped
nucleosomes responded differently upon addition of Chd1 and
ATP. The m = 3 bp gapped nucleosome showed no changes in
mobility, and while both m = 5 and m = 8 bp gapped nucleosomes showed similar band shifts, the m = 5 bp construct was
repositioned much more slowly than m = 8 bp (Fig. 3b). To
examine these sliding products at a resolution of 1–2 bp, we
labelled the nucleosomes with the photo-cross-linker azidophenacyl bromide and performed UV cross-linking in the presence of
Chd1. In parallel to the native gel experiments, cross-linking
showed robust sliding for m = 8 bp gapped nucleosome, a slower
and weaker response for m = 5 bp gapped nucleosome, and no
apparent shifts for the m = 3 bp gapped nucleosome (Supplementary Fig. 6). The Chd1-dependent shifts in histone cross-links
for the m = 5 bp and m = 8 bp gapped nucleosomes were
dependent on ATP hydrolysis, as reactions without nucleotide
or with ATP-γ-S did not alter the cross-linking pattern
(Supplementary Fig. 7)
For cross-linking reactions with m = 5 and m = 8 bp gapped
nucleosomes, the shifts in cross-linked species over time are
shown as intensity plots in Fig. 3d, e. Both of these gapped
nucleosomes exhibited fast DNA movement corresponding to a
short distance shifted (orange) induced by the remodeler before
interference from the ssDNA gap, followed by a slower and
farther movement corresponding to an ~11-bp shift (blue)
(Figs. 3d, e). Since an 11-bp shift corresponds to a full helical
turn of DNA, the slower shifts recovered the preferred phasing of
the 601 positioning sequence and were likely due to nucleosome
relaxation. Consequently, time traces exhibited a transient
accumulation of gap-limited cross-links (orange) whose subsequent decrease was accompanied by an increase in 601-phased
cross-links (blue).
For the m = 5 bp nucleosomes (Fig. 3d), the fast gap-limited
shifts corresponded to movements of 3–4 nt. These were observed
not only at the entry side (top) and dyad (middle), but also at the
exit side (bottom), indicating that 4 bp of translocation by the
ATPase were sufﬁcient to propagate DNA all the way to the exit
side of the nucleosome. For the m = 8 bp nucleosomes (Fig. 3e),
gap-limited shifts were observed that corresponded to movements
of 9, 7, and 4 nt at entry side (top), dyad (middle), and exit side
(bottom), respectively. We note that in previous studies, we found
sequence bias in cross-linking to the 601, where no H2B(S53C)
cross-links were detected with the histone octamer shifted off the
TA-rich side of the 601 by 10–11 bp54. This sequence bias likely
obscures the exit-side cross-linking products corresponding to
shifts beyond 4 nt. In agreement with this, intensities corresponding to 4-nt exit-side cross-links eventually decreased for both
gapped nucleosomes (see intensity plots in Figs. 3d, e, bottom).
Although gap-limited shifts (orange) accumulate rapidly in both
cases (Figs. 3d, e), their subsequent decrease and the concomitant
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increase in 601-phased cross-links (blue) occurred substantially
more rapidly for m = 8 bp nucleosomes. The gap at m = 5 bp
therefore presented a stronger barrier, making it more difﬁcult for
the remodeller to successfully maintain DNA shifted off the 601
positioning sequence by a few bp.
The lack of changes in cross-linking for the m = 3 bp gapped
nucleosome (Supplementary Fig. 6) may be due to the close
proximity of the gap with the ATPase binding site. To examine
how gaps may affect Chd1-nucleosome interactions at SHL2,
cross-linking was carried out with a Chd1(N650C) variant.
Interestingly, the m = 3 bp gapped nucleosomes cross-linked to
the Chd1 ATPase motor more strongly than the other substrates
(Supplementary Fig. 8), which may reﬂect subtle changes at the
binding site due to the gap. Despite the inability of Chd1 to
reposition the m = 3 bp gapped nucleosome, the observed shifts
for m = 5 bp and m = 8 bp gapped nucleosomes suggest that the
nucleosome need not absorb more than 3–4 bp during the Chd1
remodelling reaction. Therefore, Chd1-catalyzed remodelling can
occur with as little as 1–3 bp absorbed on the nucleosome.
Discussion
A key unanswered question in the remodelling ﬁeld is how
movements of nucleosomal DNA around the histone core are
coordinated during ATP-dependent nucleosome sliding. In this
work, we used three-colour FRET imaging to simultaneously
monitor entry and exit sides of individual nucleosomes, directly
observing the relative timing of DNA movements at different sites
on the nucleosome during remodelling.
Our results suggest that during ATP-dependent translocation
at SHL2, segments of DNA are moved discontinuously on the
nucleosome. Based on the orientation and position of the Chd1
ATPase motor on the nucleosome, DNA is expected to be shifted
from the entry side SHL2 toward the dyad28,30,31. Our threecolour FRET experiments showed that DNA movement initially
occurs on the entry side, powered by ATP hydrolysis, yet does not
immediately reach the exit side. Instead, our data for Chd1
indicate that the nucleosome can transiently accommodate one or
more base pairs of extra DNA before a front of DNA movement
reaches the exit side.
For Chd1, the temporal delay between DNA movements
monitored at entry and exit sides of the nucleosome was more
pronounced at limiting ATP concentrations. At each ATP concentration, the distributions of lag times ﬁt to single exponentials,
indicating a single rate-limiting step prior to exit-side movement.
Although nucleosomes made with the 601 positioning sequence
are known to have asymmetric properties5,54,59, we observed the
same order of entry-side movement followed by exit-side movement with a ﬂipped orientation of the 601 (Fig. 2d). For the
ﬂipped 601, the delay prior to exit-side movement was longer
yet also produced a single-exponential distribution of tlag. Thus,
while DNA sequence can affect the magnitude of the time delay,
the coordination that determined the sequence of entry and exit
DNA movement was not dependent on 601 orientation.
How much DNA can the nucleosome absorb or buffer during
ATP-dependent sliding? Histone mapping experiments with
gapped nucleosomes showed that limiting the ability of the Chd1
ATPase to translocate DNA by ~4–5 bp at the entry-side
SHL2 still allowed for a 4-bp shift on the exit side of the
nucleosome (Fig. 3). Our single-molecule FRET and cross-linking
experiments suggest therefore that 1–3 bp can be absorbed
between the entry and exit side, likely between the entry SHL2 site
and exit side during Chd1 remodelling. While we cannot rule out
the possibility that nucleosomes may transiently accommodate
more DNA, our data suggest that the Chd1 remodeller need not
form large loops to reposition nucleosomes.
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Fig. 4 A model for nucleosome sliding by Chd1 and ISWI. The remodeller ATPase (brown), located at SHL2, initiates nucleosome sliding on un-shifted DNA
(blue). Cycles of hydrolysis translocate DNA at the SHL2 site, drawing DNA onto the entry side of the nucleosome and pushing DNA towards the exit side
in ~1 bp steps (shifted DNA shown in red). While some segments of nucleosomal DNA immediately twist to convey the additional bp, other segments
absorb the translocated DNA, resulting in local twist defects (+) on the nucleosome. Creation of these twist defects delays the movement of DNA to the
exit side

We propose that remodelling by Chd1 and SNF2h, and possibly ISWI-family remodelers in general, is achieved through a
twist diffusion mechanism, where the ability of the nucleosome to
absorb DNA is responsible for discontinuous movement of DNA
around the histone core (Fig. 4). We ﬁnd that the buffering
capability of the nucleosome allows for initial translocation of
DNA on the entry side, without simultaneous DNA movement
on the exit side. Recent work has indicated that, in coordination
with the ATP binding and hydrolysis cycle, Chd1 stimulates
formation and then elimination of twist defects at the entry
SHL2 (ref. 62). Based on results we describe here, we propose that
the observed lag in exit-side movement arises from one or more
twist defects occurring between the entry SHL2 and the exit side
(Fig. 4). While the present experiments cannot reveal the precise
location of twist defects, variation in DNA length has been
observed in several nucleosome crystal structures at SHL2 as well
as SHL5 (refs. 1,65–67), and recent molecular simulations have
suggested that SHL1 may accommodate an additional bp more
easily than neighbouring DNA segments68,69. In accordance with
the twist diffusion model70–72, translocation of DNA initiated at
the entry SHL2 would be absorbed at one or more sites, thereby
introducing twist defects.
We envision two possible scenarios whereby continued translocation by the ATPase motor at the entry-side SHL2 successfully
propagates DNA out the exit side (Fig. 4). Twist defects arise
when DNA duplex geometry locally changes to accommodate an
additional bp, thereby interrupting the corkscrew motion of DNA
from being transferred to the neighboring segment. In one scenario, once a twist defect has reached its buffering capacity,
torque applied to the upstream DNA segment would be immediately transferred to the downstream segment. A nucleosome
may have one or more sites where twist defects can be accommodated, and a saturating number of twist defects would
enable translocation at the entry SHL2 to simultaneously shift
DNA out of the exit side of the nucleosome. As twist defects
accumulate, it is likely that the ATPase motor would have to
overcome increasing energetic barriers to translocate DNA until
DNA starts shifting out of the exit side. The last translocation
event that initiates this movement would exhibit the highest
barrier, which could explain the observed single ATP-dependent
rate-limiting step in tlag.
In another scenario, the transfer of DNA from the entry
SHL2 site to the exit side may result from the spontaneous
8

resolution of twist defects. The delay between entry- and exit-side
movements could therefore simply reﬂect the time it takes for a
twist defect to collapse, triggering rotation/translation of the
downstream DNA segment, and eventually propagating the
additional bp of DNA to the exit side. As each twist defect is
expected to add strain to the nucleosomal DNA, an accumulation
of multiple twist defects could lower the energy barrier for twist
defect collapse. Thus, the rate at which twist defects are produced,
through action of the ATPase motor at the entry SHL2, would
correlate with the rate of DNA translocation out the exit side of
the nucleosome, giving rise to an ATP-dependent tlag.
Although this work focuses on Chd1 and SNF2h, we expect
that the intrinsic DNA-buffering ability of the nucleosome
observed here is a universal property that all remodellers must
accommodate when altering nucleosome positioning. Interestingly, sliding by both Chd1 and ISWI-family enzymes has been
reported to occur in multi-bp bursts38,40,41. While such bursts of
1-bp translocation steps may stem from remodeller-speciﬁc regulation of the ATPase motor, such behaviour may also reﬂect the
DNA-buffering ability of the nucleosome.
What are the implications of the observed DNA absorption
by the nucleosome during ATP-dependent sliding? One intriguing possibility is that DNA buffering could provide a means
for remodeller-remodeller communication on the nucleosome.
For some classes of remodellers such as Chd1 and ISWI, two
remodeller molecules can simultaneously bind to a nucleosome,
one at each of the two SHL2 sites on opposite sides of the
dyad30,31,73. With this symmetric arrangement, the SHL2 site
where one remodeller ATPase is bound corresponds to the exitside SHL2 of the other remodeller. With SHL1 and SHL2 sites
serving as potential reservoirs for twist defects68,69, the buffering capability of the nucleosome suggests that the twist
defect created by one remodeller during DNA translocation
could transiently affect the ATPase binding site of the opposing
remodeller. We speculate that twist defects created by one
ATPase could therefore interfere with translocation by the
other, providing a simple mechanism for coordinating action of
remodellers on opposite sides of the nucleosome. One important consequence of such coordination would be preventing
simultaneous action of two remodellers bound at each of the
two SHL2 locations, which would otherwise compromise the
structural integrity of the nucleosome during ATP-dependent
repositioning.
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The intrinsic ability of the nucleosome to transiently buffer
additional bp of DNA may represent a common property harnessed by other chromatin-interacting machinery, and thus
would more broadly inﬂuence chromatin reorganization during
processes such as transcription, DNA replication, and repair.
Methods

Preparation of ﬂuorophore-labelled mononucleosomes. All nucleosome constructs used the Widom 601 nucleosome positioning sequence53 and had asymmetric lengths of ﬂanking DNA. Double-stranded DNA was prepared by annealing
(in equimolar ratios) and ligating (T4 DNA ligase, New England Biolabs) a set of
complementary, overlapping oligonucleotides. HPLC-puriﬁed oligonucleotides
with required modiﬁcations were obtained from Integrated DNA Technologies
(IDT). The internal Cy3 dye (iCy3) was backbone incorporated, replacing an entire
nucleotide and thus resulting in an unpaired base on the opposite strand. The
Alexa750 dye was attached to position 5 of a dT base via a 6-carbon linker. All
DNA constructs were puriﬁed by PAGE. The sequences of the DNA constructs and
oligonucleotides they were assembled from are provided in Supplementary Tables 1
and 2, respectively.
Nucleosomes were made using Xenopus laevis histones74,75. All histones were
expressed in E. coli BL21 (DE3) pLysS cells, grown in 4 L batches of 2x TY media
containing 100 µg/mL ampicillin and 34 µg/mL chloramphenicol. Cultures were
grown at 37 °C to OD600 ~0.4 before inducing overexpression with addition of 0.3
mM IPTG. Expression continued for 3 h before cells were recovered by
centrifugation at room temperature. Cell pellets were resuspended in ~30 mL wash
buffer (50 mM Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 100 mM NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, 1 mM benzamidine
(added fresh)) before storing at −80 °C. For each 4 L growth, the cell pellet was
thawed, resuspended in ~80 mL of wash buffer, and sonicated on ice. The lysate
was centrifuged at 4 °C for 20 min at 23,000 × g. The supernatant was decanted and
the pellet containing inclusion bodies of the histone protein was resuspended in
wash buffer + detergent (1% v/v Triton X-100). Centrifugation and washing with
wash buffer + detergent was repeated once more followed by two more washes
with wash buffer. After the ﬁnal wash, the supernatant was discarded and the white
inclusion body pellet was spread in a thin layer over the inside of a 50 mL Falcon
tube and stored at −20 °C. Chromatography buffers containing urea were prepared
the morning of histone puriﬁcation to reduce the formation of isocyanate, which
can modify protein residues. To remove isocyanate, urea was ﬁrst dissolved in
ultra-pure water and treated with AG 501-X8(D) resin (Bio-Rad) before adding
additional buffer components. All chromatography buffers were 0.2 µm ﬁltered and
degassed for at least 30 min. The inclusion body pellet was treated with 1 mL
DMSO and agitated for 30 min at room temperature. Unfolding buffer (7 M
guanidine-HCl, 20 mM Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 1 mM EDTA, 10 mM DTT) was added to
the pellet up to a 40 mL total volume and agitated at room temperature for 1 h. The
soluble, unfolded protein was separated from the insoluble fraction by
centrifugation at 23,000 × g for 20 min at 18 °C and exchanged into urea buffer A
(10 mM Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 7 M urea, 1 mM EDTA, 100 mM NaCl, 5 mM βmercaptoethanol) by passages of <25 mL over a desalting column (GE HiPrep 26/
10, 17-5087-01). The protein solution was then applied to two tandem ion
exchange columns: a HiPrep 16/10 Q FF (GE Healthcare 17-5190-01) anion
exchange column followed by a HiPrep 16/10 SP FF (GE Healthcare 17-5192-01)
cation exchange column. After loading, the Q FF column was detached and the SP
FF column was washed further until UV absorbance reached baseline. Histone
proteins were then eluted from the SP FF column with a gradient of buffer B (10
mM Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 7 M urea, 1 mM EDTA, 1 M NaCl, 5 mM βmercaptoethanol) from 0–50% over 30 column volumes. Fractions containing
histones were analyzed by SDS PAGE (18% acrylamide), pooled, and then dialyzed
extensively into water with 5 mM β-mercaptoethanol using at least three 4 L
dialyzations. For each histone, the ﬁnal pool was divided into ~2 mg aliquots,
lyophilized, and then stored at −20 °C until needed.
To produce ﬂuorescently labelled histones, the single-cysteine variants H2A
(T120C) and H2B(K120C) were separately reacted with Cy5-maleimide76. Each 2
mg aliquot of lyophilized histone was dissolved in 1.0 mL of labeling buffer (20 mM
Tris-HCl pH 7.0, 6 M guanidine-HCl, 5 mM EDTA) and cysteines were reduced by
adding 4 µL of 500 mM tris(2-carboxyethyl)phosphine (TCEP). After unfolding for
2 h at room temperature, Cy5-maleimide was added to a concentration of 3 mM
and incubated in the dark for 3 h at room temperature. The labeling reaction was
quenched with 80 mM β-mercaptoethanol. Excess dye was removed by washing the
histones with labeling buffer ≥5 times in a 4 mL Amicon Ultra 10,000 MWCO
concentrator before bringing the volume to 1.5 mL. The labeling efﬁciency of the
Cy5-labelled histones was approximately 70–85%.
Unlabelled histones were unfolded by adding 1.5 mL unfolding buffer to each 2
mg aliquot and incubated at room temperature for 1–3 h. Each ﬂuorescently
labelled histone was combined in equimolar amounts with either unlabelled H2A
or H2B to generate H2A/H2B dimers. Wild-type Xenopus histone H4 and H3
(C110A) were combined in equimolar amounts to form (H3/H4)2 tetramers.
Histone dimers and tetramers were refolded separately in 3500 MWCO dialysis
tubing using four dialysis steps of at least 4 h in 500 mL of refolding buffer (10 mM
Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 2 M NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, 5 mM β-mercaptoethanol). Histone
dimers and tetramers were each puriﬁed by size exclusion chromatography over a

HiLoad 16/600 Superdex 200 pg column (GE Healthcare, 28989335) preequilibrated in refolding buffer. After analysis on 18% SDS PAGE gels, fractions
with equal amounts of histones were pooled, brought to 20% glycerol, frozen in
liquid N2, and stored at −80 °C.
Nucleosomes and hexasomes were reconstituted by deposition of histone
dimers and tetramers onto labelled DNA using the standard salt gradient dialysis
technique75. In this technique, the histone components are added to DNA in the
presence of 2 M KCl, and then dialyzed against 400 mL of high-salt reconstitution
buffer (10 mM Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 2 M KCl, 1 mM EDTA, 1 mM DTT (added fresh))
at 4 °C. To generate a dialysis gradient, a pump is set up to remove the high-salt
buffer while simultaneously adding in 2 L of low salt buffer (10 mM Tris-HCl pH
7.5, 250 mM KCl, 1 mM EDTA, 1 mM DTT (added fresh)) at ~1 mL/min. To
enrich for hexasomes over nucleosomes, H2A/H2B dimers were added to H3/H4
tetramers at approximately a 1.2:1 ratio, and hexasome and nucleosome species
were puriﬁed away from each other using a BioRad MiniPrep or Prep Cell
apparatus54,75. Native acrylamide columns were poured containing 7%
polyacrylamide (60:1 acrylamide:N,N-methylene-bis-acrylamide) and 0.75 X TrisBorate-EDTA buffer (TBE). MiniPrep Cells or 28 mm diameter Prep Cells were
poured to heights of 7 cm and 6 cm, respectively. Nucleosome reconstitutions were
concentrated to ~50 µL and ~250 µL for the MiniPrep Cell and Prep Cell,
respectively, and brought to 5% glycerol to facilitate loading. puriﬁcations were
conducted at 4 °C using degassed 0.5 X TBE as running buffer and products were
eluted in 10 mM Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 1 mM EDTA, 1 mM DTT. MiniPrep Cells and
Prep Cells were run at 1 and 10 watts, respectively, and nucleosome species
typically eluted in ~5–6 h depending on construct and puriﬁcation apparatus.
Fractions were analyzed by native PAGE, pooled and frozen in 20% glycerol. The
puriﬁed hexasome pools were used for single-molecule experiments, with addition
of labelled or unlabelled H2A/H2B dimers resulting in singly labelled
nucleosomes54.
Expression and puriﬁcation of Chd1 and SNF2h. Chd1 (S. cerevisiae, residues
118–1274) and SNF2h (H. sapiens, full length) were expressed in E. coli and
puriﬁed using similar procedures58,77,78. pDEST17 plasmid containing Chd1 was
transformed into BL21(DE3) Trigger RIL E. coli cells and cultures were grown in
TB media at 37 °C. pBH4 plasmid containing SNF2h was transformed into BL21
(DE3) R* E. coli cells and cultures were grown in 2X LB (1X NaCl) at 37 °C. After
induction at OD600 of ~0.6 with 0.3 mM IPTG and expression at 18 °C over 16 hr,
cells were harvested by centrifugation and then lysed on ice by sonication and
addition of lysozyme, and after clariﬁcation by centrifugation, protein was puriﬁed
by passage over a NiNTA resin (2–3 tandem 5 mL HisTrap columns, GE
Healthcare, 17-5248-01) followed by ion exchange chromatography (5 mL HiTrap
SP FF, GE Healthcare, 17-5054-01). The 6xHis tag was removed by protease
digestion (prescission protease for Chd1 and TEV for SNF2h) overnight at 4 °C,
and protein was further puriﬁed by repassage over the NiNTA resin and subjected
to S200 size exclusion chromatography (HiLoad 16/600 Superdex 200 pg, GE
Healthcare, 28989335). The puriﬁed protein was concentrated and stored in small
aliquots at −80 °C. Thawed aliquots of remodeler protein were always kept on ice
and used within 12 h for each experiment.
Single-molecule FRET. Biotinylated and ﬂuorophore-labelled mononucleosomes
were surface-immobilized on PEG (poly[ethylene glycol])-coated quartz microscope slides through biotin-streptavidin linkage38, which did not interfere with the
remodelling activity41. Cy3 and Cy5 ﬂuorophores were excited with 532 nm Nd:
YAG and 638 nm diode lasers, respectively, and ﬂuorescence emissions from Cy3,
Cy5, and Alexa750 were detected using a custom-built prism-based TIRF microscope, ﬁltered with ZET532NF (Chroma) and NF03-642E (Semrock) notch ﬁlters,
spectrally separated by 635 nm (T635lpxr) and 760 nm (T760lpxr) dichroic mirrors
(Chroma), and imaged onto the three thirds of an Andor iXon Ultra 888 EMCCD
camera. For three-colour FRET imaging, an alternating laser excitation was
achieved by switching the 532 nm and the 638 nm lasers using mechanical shutters.
Data acquisition was controlled using MicroManager79. Fluorescence emission
time traces were corrected to account for the direct excitation of Cy5 by the 532 nm
laser and of Alexa750 by the 638 nm laser (direct excitation of Alexa750 by the 532
nm laser was negligible), as well as for the bleedthrough from the Cy3 into the Cy5
channel and that from Cy5 into the Alexa750 channel. Cy3 and Alexa750 signals
were scaled to correct for the differences in quantum yields and detection efﬁciencies between the three dyes (see Supplementary Note 1 and Supplementary
Fig. 9 for further details). Cy3-Alexa750 FRET is impossible to distinguish from
Cy3-Cy5 FRET when Cy5-Alexa750 FRET is close to 1. Therefore, Cy3-Cy5 and
Cy3-Alexa750 FRET values were reported as an entry-side (for nucleosomes in
Supplementary Fig. 1) or exit-side (for all other nucleosomes) FRET value that
corresponds to all FRET originating from Cy3, calculated as
1

532
ICy3
532 þ I 532 þ I 532
ICy3
Cy5
A750

ð1Þ

532 532
532
where ICy3
, ICy5 , and IA750
are ﬂuorescence intensities upon excitation with the
532 nm laser of Cy3, Cy5, and Alexa750, respectively. Exit-side (for nucleosomes in
Supplementary Fig. 1) or entry-side (for all other nucleosomes) FRET was
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Data availability

calculated as
638
IA750
638 þ I 638
ICy5
A750

ð2Þ

638
638
where ICy5
and IA750
are the ﬂuorescence intensities upon excitation with the
638 nm laser of Cy5 and Alexa750, respectively. For nucleosomes with internally
positioned ﬂuorophores (labeling schemes in Figs. 1a and 2d), the initial Cy3Alexa750 distance of >8 nm, the relatively small Cy3-Alexa750 Förster radius of
~3.8 nm80, and the geometric constraints of the nucleosome structure together
resulted in the absence of any detectable Cy3-Alexa750 FRET. Accordingly, typical
time traces of nucleosomes with bleached Cy5 dye did not exhibit any detectable
Cy3-Alexa750 FRET (Supplementary Fig. 3a). Data were analysed using the Fiji
distribution of ImageJ81,82, IDL, and Matlab. The lag time in the individual traces
was determined by visual inspection, and exponential ﬁtting to the lag-time
distribution was used to determine the mean lag times. Imaging experiments were
carried out in imaging buffer containing 40 mM Tris pH 7.5, 12 mM HEPES pH
7.9, 60 mM KCl, 0.32 mM EDTA, 3 mM MgCl2, 100 µg/mL acetylated BSA
(Promega), 10% (v/v) glycerol, 10% (w/v) glucose, 2 mM Trolox to reduce
photoblinking of the dyes83, as well as an enzymatic oxygen scavenging system
(composed of 800 μg/mL glucose oxidase and 50 μg/mL catalase). Using a syringe
pump (Harvard Apparatus), remodelling was initiated by infusing the sample
chamber with imaging buffer supplemented with remodeller and ATP or ATP-γ-S
as well as additional MgCl2 equimolar to the total amount of added nucleotide.
Data for FRET distribution histograms were collected after at least 10 min of
incubation in the presence of the remodeller alone or with the speciﬁed nucleotide,
sufﬁciently long for remodelling (in the case of ATP) or binding (in the absence of
nucleotide or presence of ATP-γ-S) to reach equilibrium.

Site-speciﬁc cross-linking. DNA movement on gapped nucleosomes was monitored during remodelling reactions using site-speciﬁc histone-to-DNA crosslinking assays as previously described with some modiﬁcations62,63. Nucleosomes
with 5’ ﬂuorescent DNA labels (Cy5-4-601-79-FAM) were generated containing
single cysteines at both the dyad (H3 M120C) and entry/exit regions (H2B S53C).
Nucleosomes were buffer exchanged into 20 mM Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 5% (v/v) glycerol to remove DTT, and cysteines were labelled with the photoactivatable crosslinker, 4-azidophenacyl bromide (APB, ~220 µM Cf) at room temperature in the
dark for 2–3 h. Labelling reactions were subsequently quenched with DTT.
Nucleosome (150 nM) and Chd1 (200 nM) were pre-incubated for 10–15 min at
room temperature in slide buffer (20 mM Tris-HCl pH 7.5, 50 mM KCl, 5 mM
MgCl2, 5% (w/v) sucrose, 0.1 mg/mL BSA, 1 mM DTT). Sliding reactions (50 uL)
were initiated by addition of 1 mM ATP (1 mM Cf). A reaction time-course was
collected (0”, 7”, 15”, 30”, 45”, 60”, 90”, 2’, 4’, 8’, 16’, 32’), wherein at the appropriate time, each reaction was irradiated at 302 nm under a UV transilluminator
(VWR) for 10 s to induce cross-linking of APB to the DNA. Each reaction was
diluted with addition of 100 µL slide buffer, and DNA was dissociated from histones through addition of post-irradiation buffer (20 mM Tris-HCl pH 8.0, 0.2%
SDS, 50 mM NaCl) and heating at 70 °C for 20 min. DNA was extracted from
reactions by addition of 300 µL of 5:1 phenol:chloroform. Cross-linked DNA,
located at the organic/aqueous interphase, was enriched relative to free DNA by
washing the aqueous phase 3–4 times with 1 M Tris-HCl pH 8.0, 1% SDS. DNA
was ethanol precipitated to remove phenol and resuspended in 100 µL of resuspension buffer (20 mM ammonium acetate, 2% SDS, 0.1 mM EDTA pH 8.0).
Alkaline cleavage of the DNA at the cross-linked site was stimulated by addition of
5 µL of 2 M NaOH and heating at 95 °C for 40 min. DNA was ethanol precipitated
and resuspended in formamide gel loading dye (89 mM Tris-borate pH 8.0, 5 mM
EDTA, 95% (v/v) deionized formamide, 0.2% (w/v) Orange G dye). The DNA
fragments were separated alongside a Sanger sequencing ladder on an 8% polyacrylamide (19:1 acrylamide:N,N-methylene-bis-acrylamide), 8 M urea sequencing
gel run at 65 W for 1.5 h. The gels were scanned on a Typhoon 9410 variable mode
imager (GE Healthcare) and gel band densities were plotted using ImageJ software81. Uncropped gels are provided in the accompanying Source Data ﬁle.
Native gel electrophoretic mobility assay. Nucleosome sliding reactions were
monitored by the differential migration of translational states of the nucleosome
using native gels as described previously84. Reactions were designed to match the
conditions in the site-speciﬁc cross-linking assay and thus contained 150 nM
nucleosome and 200 nM Chd1 in slide buffer (20 mM HEPES-KOH pH 7.6, 50
mM KCl, 5 mM MgCl2, 5% (w/v) sucrose, 0.1 mg/mL BSA, 1 mM DTT).
Nucleosomes and Chd1 were pre-incubated at room temperature for 10–15 min
before starting the sliding reaction with 1 mM ATP. The reaction progress was
monitored by quenching portions of the reaction with 25 mM EDTA and 1 µg/µL
salmon sperm DNA at timepoints (0”, 15”, 30”, 1’, 2’, 4’, 8’, 16’, 32’, 64’). Samples
were loaded on 6% polyacrylamide (60:1 acrylamide: N,N-methylene-bis-acrylamide) 0.75X TBE gels while running at 100 V with 0.25X TBE at 4 °C. Gels were
run for 1.75 h at 130 V and scanned on a Typhoon 5 variable mode imager (GE
Healthcare).

Data supporting the ﬁndings of this manuscript are available from the corresponding
authors upon reasonable request. A reporting summary for this Article is available as
a Supplementary Information ﬁle. The source data underlying Figs. 1–3 and
Supplementary Figs. 2–8 are provided as a Source Data ﬁle.

Received: 5 December 2018 Accepted: 20 March 2019

References
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.
23.

24.

25.
Reporting summary. Further information on experimental design is available in
the Nature Research Reporting Summary linked to this article.
10

Luger, K., Mader, A. W., Richmond, R. K., Sargent, D. F. & Richmond, T. J.
Crystal structure of the nucleosome core particle at 2.8 Å resolution. Nature
389, 251–260 (1997).
Kornberg, R. D. & Lorch, Y. Twenty-ﬁve years of the nucleosome,
fundamental particle of the eukaryote chromosome. Cell 98, 285–294
(1999).
McGinty, R. K. & Tan, S. Nucleosome structure and function. Chem. Rev. 115,
2255–2273 (2015).
Bintu, L. et al. Nucleosomal elements that control the topography of the
barrier to transcription. Cell 151, 738–749 (2012).
Hall, M. A. et al. High-resolution dynamic mapping of histone-DNA
interactions in a nucleosome. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 16, 124–129 (2009).
Tyler, J. K. & Kadonaga, J. T. The “dark side” of chromatin remodeling:
repressive effects on transcription. Cell 99, 443–446 (1999).
Clapier, C. R., Iwasa, J., Cairns, B. R. & Peterson, C. L. Mechanisms of action
and regulation of ATP-dependent chromatin-remodelling complexes. Nat.
Rev. Mol. Cell Biol. 18, 407–422 (2017).
Bartholomew, B. Regulating the chromatin landscape: structural and
mechanistic perspectives. Annu. Rev. Biochem. 83, 671–696 (2014).
Mueller-Planitz, F., Klinker, H. & Becker, P. B. Nucleosome sliding
mechanisms: new twists in a looped history. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 20,
1026–1032 (2013).
Narlikar, G. J., Sundaramoorthy, R. & Owen-Hughes, T. Mechanisms and
functions of ATP-dependent chromatin-remodeling enzymes. Cell 154,
490–503 (2013).
Zhang, Z. & Pugh, B. F. High-resolution genome-wide mapping of the
primary structure of chromatin. Cell 144, 175–186 (2011).
Baldi, S., Krebs, S., Blum, H. & Becker, P. B. Genome-wide measurement of
local nucleosome array regularity and spacing by nanopore sequencing. Nat.
Struct. Mol. Biol. 25, 894–901 (2018).
Lusser, A., Urwin, D. L. & Kadonaga, J. T. Distinct activities of CHD1 and
ACF in ATP-dependent chromatin assembly. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 12,
160–166 (2005).
Engeholm, M. et al. Nucleosomes can invade DNA territories occupied by
their neighbors. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 16, 151–158 (2009).
Dechassa, M. L. et al. SWI/SNF has intrinsic nucleosome disassembly
activity that is dependent on adjacent nucleosomes. Mol. Cell 38, 590–602
(2010).
Gkikopoulos, T. et al. A role for Snf2-related nucleosome-spacing enzymes in
genome-wide nucleosome organization. Science 333, 1758–1760 (2011).
Smolle, M. et al. Chromatin remodelers Isw1 and Chd1 maintain chromatin
structure during transcription by preventing histone exchange. Nat. Struct.
Mol. Biol. 19, 884–892 (2012).
Ocampo, J., Chereji, R. V., Eriksson, P. R. & Clark, D. J. The ISW1 and CHD1
ATP-dependent chromatin remodelers compete to set nucleosome spacing
in vivo. Nucleic Acids Res. 44, 4625–4635 (2016).
Singleton, M. R., Dillingham, M. S. & Wigley, D. B. Structure and mechanism
of helicases and nucleic acid translocases. Annu. Rev. Biochem. 76, 23–50
(2007).
Flaus, A., Martin, D. M., Barton, G. J. & Owen-Hughes, T. Identiﬁcation of
multiple distinct Snf2 subfamilies with conserved structural motifs. Nucleic
Acids Res. 34, 2887–2905 (2006).
Saha, A., Wittmeyer, J. & Cairns, B. R. Chromatin remodeling by RSC involves
ATP-dependent DNA translocation. Genes Dev. 16, 2120–2134 (2002).
Zhang, Y. et al. DNA translocation and loop formation mechanism of
chromatin remodeling by SWI/SNF and RSC. Mol. Cell 24, 559–568 (2006).
Saha, A., Wittmeyer, J. & Cairns, B. R. Chromatin remodeling through
directional DNA translocation from an internal nucleosomal site. Nat. Struct.
Mol. Biol. 12, 747–755 (2005).
Schwanbeck, R., Xiao, H. & Wu, C. Spatial contacts and nucleosome step
movements induced by the NURF chromatin remodeling complex. J. Biol.
Chem. 279, 39933–39941 (2004).
Zofall, M., Persinger, J., Kassabov, S. R. & Bartholomew, B. Chromatin
remodeling by ISW2 and SWI/SNF requires DNA translocation inside the
nucleosome. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 13, 339–346 (2006).

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | (2019)10:1720 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-019-09657-1 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-019-09657-1

26. McKnight, J. N., Jenkins, K. R., Nodelman, I. M., Escobar, T. & Bowman, G.
D. Extranucleosomal DNA binding directs nucleosome sliding by Chd1. Mol.
Cell. Biol. 31, 4746–4759 (2011).
27. Lorch, Y., Davis, B. & Kornberg, R. D. Chromatin remodeling by DNA
bending, not twisting. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 102, 1329–1332 (2005).
28. Farnung, L., Vos, S. M., Wigge, C. & Cramer, P. Nucleosome-Chd1 structure
and implications for chromatin remodelling. Nature 550, 539–542 (2017).
29. Liu, X., Li, M., Xia, X., Li, X. & Chen, Z. Mechanism of chromatin remodelling
revealed by the Snf2-nucleosome structure. Nature 544, 440–445 (2017).
30. Sundaramoorthy, R. et al. Structure of the chromatin remodelling enzyme
Chd1 bound to a ubiquitinylated nucleosome. elife 7, e35720 (2018).
31. Nodelman, I. M. et al. Interdomain communication of the Chd1 chromatin
remodeler across the DNA gyres of the nucleosome. Mol. Cell 65, 447–459
(2017). e446.
32. Velankar, S. S., Soultanas, P., Dillingham, M. S., Subramanya, H. S. & Wigley,
D. B. Crystal structures of complexes of PcrA DNA helicase with a DNA
substrate indicate an inchworm mechanism. Cell 97, 75–84 (1999).
33. Lee, J. Y. & Yang, W. UvrD helicase unwinds DNA one base pair at a time by a
two-part power stroke. Cell 127, 1349–1360 (2006).
34. Gu, M. & Rice, C. M. Three conformational snapshots of the hepatitis C virus
NS3 helicase reveal a ratchet translocation mechanism. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci.
USA 107, 521–528 (2010).
35. Cheng, W., Arunajadai, S. G., Mofﬁtt, J. R., Tinoco, I. Jr. & Bustamante, C.
Single-base pair unwinding and asynchronous RNA release by the hepatitis C
virus NS3 helicase. Science 333, 1746–1749 (2011).
36. Myong, S., Bruno, M. M., Pyle, A. M. & Ha, T. Spring-loaded mechanism of
DNA unwinding by hepatitis C virus NS3 helicase. Science 317, 513–516
(2007).
37. Park, J. et al. PcrA helicase dismantles RecA ﬁlaments by reeling in DNA in
uniform steps. Cell 142, 544–555 (2010).
38. Deindl, S. et al. ISWI remodelers slide nucleosomes with coordinated multibase-pair entry steps and single-base-pair exit steps. Cell 152, 442–452 (2013).
39. Harada, B. T. et al. Stepwise nucleosome translocation by RSC remodeling
complexes. eLife 5, e10051 (2016).
40. Qiu, Y. et al. The Chd1 chromatin remodeler shifts nucleosomal DNA
bidirectionally as a monomer. Mol. Cell 68, 76–88 (2017).
41. Blosser, T. R., Yang, J. G., Stone, M. D., Narlikar, G. J. & Zhuang, X. Dynamics
of nucleosome remodelling by individual ACF complexes. Nature 462,
1022–1027 (2009).
42. Amitani, I., Baskin, R. J. & Kowalczykowski, S. C. Visualization of Rad54, a
chromatin remodeling protein, translocating on single DNA molecules. Mol.
Cell 23, 143–148 (2006).
43. Lia, G. et al. Direct observation of DNA distortion by the RSC complex. Mol.
Cell 21, 417–425 (2006).
44. Prasad, T. K. et al. A DNA-translocating Snf2 molecular motor:
Saccharomyces cerevisiae Rdh54 displays processive translocation and
extrudes DNA loops. J. Mol. Biol. 369, 940–953 (2007).
45. Shundrovsky, A., Smith, C. L., Lis, J. T., Peterson, C. L. & Wang, M. D.
Probing SWI/SNF remodeling of the nucleosome by unzipping single DNA
molecules. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 13, 549–554 (2006).
46. Sirinakis, G. et al. The RSC chromatin remodelling ATPase translocates DNA
with high force and small step size. EMBO J. 30, 2364–2372 (2011).
47. Hwang, W. L., Deindl, S., Harada, B. T. & Zhuang, X. Histone H4 tail
mediates allosteric regulation of nucleosome remodelling by linker DNA.
Nature 512, 213–217 (2014).
48. Stryer, L. Fluorescence energy-transfer as a spectroscopic ruler. Annu. Rev.
Biochem. 47, 819–846 (1978).
49. Ha, T. et al. Probing the interaction between two single molecules:
ﬂuorescence resonance energy transfer between a single donor and a single
acceptor. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 93, 6264–6268 (1996).
50. Zhuang, X. et al. A single-molecule study of RNA catalysis and folding. Science
288, 2048–2051 (2000).
51. Hohng, S., Joo, C. & Ha, T. Single-molecule three-color FRET. Biophys. J. 87,
1328–1337 (2004).
52. Yang, J. G., Madrid, T. S., Sevastopoulos, E. & Narlikar, G. J. The chromatinremodeling enzyme ACF is an ATP-dependent DNA length sensor that
regulates nucleosome spacing. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 13, 1078–1083 (2006).
53. Lowary, P. T. & Widom, J. New DNA sequence rules for high afﬁnity binding
to histone octamer and sequence-directed nucleosome positioning. J. Mol.
Biol. 276, 19–42 (1998).
54. Levendosky, R. F., Sabantsev, A., Deindl, S. & Bowman, G. D. The Chd1
chromatin remodeler shifts hexasomes unidirectionally. elife 5, e21356 (2016).
55. Stockdale, C., Flaus, A., Ferreira, H. & Owen-Hughes, T. Analysis of
nucleosome repositioning by yeast ISWI and Chd1 chromatin remodeling
complexes. J. Biol. Chem. 281, 16279–16288 (2006).
56. Sundaramoorthy, R. et al. Structural reorganization of the chromatin
remodeling enzyme Chd1 upon engagement with nucleosomes. elife 6, e22510
(2017).

ARTICLE

57. Tokuda, J. M. et al. The ATPase motor of the Chd1 chromatin remodeler
stimulates DNA unwrapping from the nucleosome. Nucleic Acids Res. 46,
4978–4990 (2018).
58. Patel, A., McKnight, J. N., Genzor, P. & Bowman, G. D. Identiﬁcation of
residues in chromodomain helicase DNA-binding protein 1 (Chd1) required
for coupling ATP hydrolysis to nucleosome sliding. J. Biol. Chem. 286,
43984–43993 (2011).
59. Ngo, T. T., Zhang, Q., Zhou, R., Yodh, J. G. & Ha, T. Asymmetric unwrapping
of nucleosomes under tension directed by DNA local ﬂexibility. Cell 160,
1135–1144 (2015).
60. Winger, J. & Bowman, G. D. The sequence of nucleosomal DNA modulates
sliding by the Chd1 chromatin remodeler. J. Mol. Biol. 429, 808–822 (2017).
61. Chua, E. Y., Vasudevan, D., Davey, G. E., Wu, B. & Davey, C. A. The
mechanics behind DNA sequence-dependent properties of the nucleosome.
Nucleic Acids Res. 40, 6338–6352 (2012).
62. Winger, J., Nodelman, I. M., Levendosky, R. F. & Bowman, G. D. A twist
defect mechanism for ATP-dependent translocation of nucleosomal DNA.
elife 7, e34100 (2018).
63. Kassabov, S. R., Zhang, B., Persinger, J. & Bartholomew, B. SWI/SNF unwraps,
slides, and rewraps the nucleosome. Mol. Cell 11, 391–403 (2003).
64. Patel, A. et al. Decoupling nucleosome recognition from DNA binding
dramatically alters the properties of the Chd1 chromatin remodeler. Nucleic
Acids Res. 41, 1637–1648 (2013).
65. Ong, M. S., Richmond, T. J. & Davey, C. A. DNA stretching and extreme
kinking in the nucleosome core. J. Mol. Biol. 368, 1067–1074 (2007).
66. Richmond, T. J. & Davey, C. A. The structure of DNA in the nucleosome core.
Nature 423, 145–150 (2003).
67. Suto, R. K. et al. Crystal structures of nucleosome core particles in
complex with minor groove DNA-binding ligands. J. Mol. Biol. 326, 371–380
(2003).
68. Brandani, G. B., Niina, T., Tan, C. & Takada, S. DNA sliding in nucleosomes
via twist defect propagation revealed by molecular simulations. Nucleic Acids
Res. 46, 2788–2801 (2018).
69. Brandani, G. B. & Takada, S. Chromatin remodelers couple inchworm motion
with twist-defect formation to slide nucleosomal DNA. PLoS Comput. Biol. 14,
e1006512 (2018).
70. Edayathumangalam, R. S., Weyermann, P., Dervan, P. B., Gottesfeld, J. M. &
Luger, K. Nucleosomes in solution exist as a mixture of twist-defect states. J.
Mol. Biol. 345, 103–114 (2005).
71. Muthurajan, U. M. et al. Structure and dynamics of nucleosomal DNA.
Biopolymers 68, 547–556 (2003).
72. van Holde, K. & Yager, T. Models for chromatin remodeling: a critical
comparison. Biochem. Cell. Biol. 81, 169–172 (2003).
73. Racki, L. R. et al. The chromatin remodeller ACF acts as a dimeric motor to
space nucleosomes. Nature 462, 1016–1021 (2009).
74. Luger, K., Rechsteiner, T. J. & Richmond, T. J. Expression and puriﬁcation of
recombinant histones and nucleosome reconstitution. Methods Mol. Biol. 119,
1–16 (1999).
75. Dyer, P. N. et al. Reconstitution of nucleosome core particles from
recombinant histones and DNA. Methods Enzymol. 375, 23–44 (2004).
76. Shahian, T. & Narlikar, G. J. Analysis of changes in nucleosome conformation
using ﬂuorescence resonance energy transfer. Methods Mol. Biol. 833, 337–349
(2012).
77. Hauk, G., McKnight, J. N., Nodelman, I. M. & Bowman, G. D. The
chromodomains of the Chd1 chromatin remodeler regulate DNA access to the
ATPase motor. Mol. Cell 39, 711–723 (2010).
78. Leonard, J. D. & Narlikar, G. J. A nucleotide-driven switch regulates ﬂanking
DNA length sensing by a dimeric chromatin remodeler. Mol. Cell 57, 850–859
(2015).
79. Edelstein, A., Amodaj, N., Hoover, K., Vale, R. & Stuurman, N. Computer
control of microscopes using microManager. Curr. Protoc. Mol. Biol.
Chapter 14, Unit14 20 (2010).
80. Lee, S., Lee, J. & Hohng, S. Single-molecule three-color FRET with both negligible
spectral overlap and long observation time. PLoS. ONE. 5, e12270 (2010).
81. Schneider, C. A., Rasband, W. S. & Eliceiri, K. W. NIH Image to ImageJ: 25
years of image analysis. Nat. Methods 9, 671–675 (2012).
82. Schindelin, J. et al. Fiji: an open-source platform for biological-image analysis.
Nat. Methods 9, 676–682 (2012).
83. Rasnik, I., McKinney, S. A. & Ha, T. Nonblinking and long-lasting singlemolecule ﬂuorescence imaging. Nat. Methods 3, 891–893 (2006).
84. Eberharter, A., Langst, G. & Becker, P. B. A nucleosome sliding assay for
chromatin remodeling factors. Methods Enzymol. 377, 344–353 (2004).

Acknowledgements
S.D. acknowledges support from a European Research Council (ERC) Starting Grant
(ChromatinRemodelling), the Swedish Research Council (VR 2015-04568), the Knut and
Alice Wallenberg Foundation (KAW/WAF 2014.0183), and the Science for Life

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | (2019)10:1720 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-019-09657-1 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications

11

ARTICLE

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-019-09657-1

Laboratory (SciLifeLab). G.D.B. is supported by the National Institutes of Health (R01GM084192 and R01-GM113240). X.Z. is a Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator. S.D. is an EMBO Young Investigator.

Journal peer review information: Nature Communications thanks the anonymous
reviewers for their contribution to the peer review of this work. Peer reviewer reports are
available.

Author contributions

Publisher’s note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in
published maps and institutional afﬁliations.

S.D. and X.Z. conceived of the original 3-colour FRET remodelling experiment to test
coordination of DNA movements on the entry-side and exit-side of nucleosomes during
remodelling; A.S., R.F.L., G.D.B., and S.D. designed the 3-colour nucleosomes; A.S. and
R.F.L. produced all reagents; A.S. carried out all single-molecule experiments; A.S. and
S.D. analyzed single-molecule experiments; R.F.L. carried out nucleosome cross-linking
experiments; S.D. and G.D.B. oversaw the project; A.S., R.F.L., G.D.B., and S.D. wrote the
manuscript, with input from X.Z.

Additional information
Supplementary Information accompanies this paper at https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467019-09657-1.
Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.
Reprints and permission information is available online at http://npg.nature.com/
reprintsandpermissions/

12

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,
adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party
material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the
article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by statutory
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/.
© The Author(s) 2019

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | (2019)10:1720 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-019-09657-1 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications

