
D
ow

nloaded
from

https://journals.lw
w
.com

/prsgo
by

BhD
M
f5ePH

Kav1zEoum
1tQ

fN
4a+kJLhEZgbsIH

o4XM
i0hC

yw
C
X1AW

nYQ
p/IlQ

rH
D
3ZR

PSXgVoeN
nnsW

YhdpAV57Z1zw
LkSEU

7Vj7l5EM
TsIR

W
oD

/uLf0IO
Q
==

on
10/04/2019

Downloadedfromhttps://journals.lww.com/prsgobyBhDMf5ePHKav1zEoum1tQfN4a+kJLhEZgbsIHo4XMi0hCywCX1AWnYQp/IlQrHD3ZRPSXgVoeNnnsWYhdpAV57Z1zwLkSEU7Vj7l5EMTsIRWoD/uLf0IOQ==on10/04/2019

 www.PRSGlobalOpen.com 1

Editorial

Copyright © 2019 The Authors. Published by Wolters Kluwer Health, 
Inc. on behalf of The American Society of Plastic Surgeons. This is 
an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives License 4.0 
(CCBY-NC-ND), where it is permissible to download and share the 
work provided it is properly cited. The work cannot be changed in any 
way or used commercially without permission from the journal.
Plast Reconstr Surg Glob Open 2019;7:e2285; doi:10.1097/
GOX.0000000000002285; Published online 25 July 2019.

Tord Skoog (1915–1977) founded the Department 
of Plastic Surgery at Uppsala University Hospital 
in 1951. He was appointed the first full university 

professor of plastic surgery in Scandinavia in 1961 and, 
as a pioneer of our specialty, he contributed to the surgi-
cal evolution in several diverse areas such as cleft lip and 
palate, burns, breast reduction, and facial rejuvenation.1 
Today our department honors his legacy by installing the 
Tord Skoog Visiting Professorship.

Tord Skoog was born and raised on an estate in the 
outskirts of Uppsala. His parents were tenant farmers and 
the family had 3 sons. He graduated from Uppsala Uni-
versity Medical School in 1943 and early on developed a 
strong interest for surgery. A scholarship visit to Finland 
in 1944 brought him in contact with the Finnish Surgeon 
General Richard Faltin and his associates. The post war re-
constructive surgery made a lasting impression on Skoog, 
and Faltin also introduced him to the treatment of cleft lip 
and palate. In 1946, Skoog spent a year as a British Coun-
cil scholar and stayed with both Sir Harold Gillies and Sir 
Archibald McIndoe.

His thesis from 1948 was the first detailed account and 
analysis of McIndoe’s procedure for Dupuytren’s con-
tracture. In 1952, he went to Korea and the Swedish field 
hospital in Pusan. He was invited as an observer to the 
US forces and field hospital to study the treatment of se-
vere burns. These early international experiences laid the 
foundation for reconstructive surgery and burn treatment 
in Uppsala at the newly formed Department of Plastic Sur-
gery.

Tord Skoog’s passion for reconstructive surgery, cu-
riosity, and international outlook brought him a wide 
international professional network. In 1955, he was the 
general secretary of the first International Congress of 
Plastic  Surgery in Stockholm-Uppsala. Over the years, he 

became an educator of many surgeons who traveled to Up-
psala from all over the world to learn from his experience. 
Among Skoog’s publications, the most noteworthy are his 
thesis on DC from 1948 and his textbook Plastic Surgery 
(Saunders, 1974). The thesis became internationally rec-
ognized and led to a longer stay in the United States in 
1949, with visits to several plastic and hand surgeons of the 
time. His textbook presented methods and refinements 
and became internationally acknowledged for its photo-
graphs, illustrations, and clear descriptions of his personal 
surgical experience.

The Department of Plastic and Maxillofacial Surgery 
at Uppsala University Hospital carries an enduring lega-
cy of Tord Skoog. The program of the visiting professor 
consists of a 3-day visit to Uppsala University Hospital with 
teaching activities for residents and fellows, including a 
lecture at hospital ground rounds on the topic of clinical 
excellence of the visitor. Candidates will be selected based 
on their contribution and spirit of work; to promote high 
level of education in plastic surgery; and to continue to 
expand the horizons of our field.
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Fig. 1. tord Skoog surrounded by colleagues of the tord Skoog Society, 1967.


