
0 
 

CHILD MARRIAGE PRACTICES IN THE 
SYRIAN REFUGEE CAMPS 

 

 

Alaa Alking

UPPSALA UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY 

MASTER PROGRAMME IN RELIGION IN PEACE AND CONFLICT 

MASTER THESIS, 30 CREDITS 

AUTUMN, 2019 

SUPERVISOR: ANNELI WINELL 



I 
 

ABSTRACT 

This study seeks to achieve a deeper understanding of the phenomenon of child marriage 

among Syrian refugees, identify the causes and the consequences of this phenomenon, and 

explore the relationship between the armed conflict in Syria and the prevalence of child 

marriage practices among Syrian refugees living in refugee camps in Lebanon. To achieve the 

objectives of the study, the researcher used the case study approach and mixed-methods 

methodology in data collection and analysis. Quantitative data were collected by 

questionnaire from twenty participants, all women who married before the age of eighteen. 

Qualitative data were collected through interviews with ten of the participants, all of whom 

married before the age of eighteen. The findings indicate the contributing role played by the 

Syrian armed conflict in the prevalence of child marriage practices among Syrian refugees 

and that Syrian refugees used child marriage as a survival strategy. The results also reveal that 

there are two types of child marriages: forced and consensual. The study demonstrates that 

child marriage is a serious violation of children's rights. Recommendations for governments, 

NGOs, and for further research are included. 

Keywords: Child marriage, Syrian refugee, forced child marriage, consensual child marriage. 

Abstrakt 

Denna studie söker uppnå en djupare förståelse för företeelsen barnäktenskap så som den 

yttrar sig bland syriska flyktingar, att identifiera orsakerna och konsekvenserna av detta 

fenomen och att titta närmare på relationen mellan den beväpnade konflikten i Syrien och 

förekomsten av barnäktenskap bland syriska flyktingar som bor i flyktingläger i Libanon. För 

att nå undersökningens mål använde forskaren ”case study”-formen och mixed-methods-

metoden för datainsamling och analys. Kvantitativa data samlades via frågeformulär från 

tjugo deltagare, samtliga kvinnor, som gifte sig före arton års ålder. Kvalitativa data samlades 

genom intervjuer med tio av deltagarna, som samtliga gifte sig före arton års ålder. Resultatet 

pekar på den påverkan som den syriska beväpnade konflikten spelat i förekomsten av 

barnäktenskap som brukas bland syriska flyktingar och att syriska flyktingar använde 

barnäktenskap som en överlevnadsstrategi. Resultaten visar också att det finns två typer av 

barnäktenskap: tvångsäktenskap och samförståndsäktenskap. Studien visar att barnäktenskap 

är en allvarlig kränkning av barns rättigheter. Rekommendationer för regeringar, icke-statliga 

organisationer och för vidare forskning är inkluderade. 



II 
 

 

 ABSTRACT ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …….… ……… ………  ….… .. I 

 TABLE OF CONTENTS ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ………  ………  ... II 

 LIST OF ACRONYMS ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… ….. IV 

 LIST OF CHARTS …… ……… ……… ……… ………  ………  ……… ……… .. V 

 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ……… ……… ……… ………  ………  ……… ……. … VI 

 CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… ….. 1 
1. Research problem ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… ……... 1 
2. Research Objectives ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… …… 2 
3. Research Questions ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… ….… 3 
4. Research Scope and Limitations ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……….. 3 
5. Research Importance ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… ….. 3 
6. Research definitions ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… …… 4 

 Child marriage ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… ……… … 4 
 Social problems ……… ………………  ……… ……… ……… ……… … 4 
 Health problems ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… …… ….. 5 
 Syrian refugees’ camps ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… … 5 

 CHAPTER II BACKGROUND ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… ……… …… 7 
1. Child marriage: a historical and social perspective ……… ………  ……… …… 8 

 Child marriage historically ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… …….. 8 
 Prevalence of child marriage ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… …... 9 
 Statistics on child marriage ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……. 11 

2. The causes of child marriage ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …. 12 
 Social reasons ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ….. 12 
 Economic reasons ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… 13 
 Legal reasons ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ….. 13 
 Syrian crisis ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… 14 

3. The impact of child marriage ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… … 15 
 Legal Impacts ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… .… 15 
 Social impacts ……… ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… ……… … 15 
 Health impacts ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… … 15 

4. The relationship between child marriage and child rights ……… ……… …… 15 
 CHAPTER III LITERATURE REVIEW ……… ……… ……… …… ……… …... 17 

1. Previous studies ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ………  17 
 Al-Bnawi and others (2000) ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… 17 
 Al-Sabawi (2007) ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… 18 
 Saja Abdelreda (2011) ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… … 19 
 Almuselhe (2011) ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… … 19 
 Cissé and Iknane (2008) ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… …. 20 
 Erulkar.'s Study (2013) ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… ….. 20 
 Izeldeen, M. (2014) ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …….. 21 

2. Discussion of the previous studies ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……. 21 
 CHAPTER IV THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ……… ……… ……… ……… .. 23 

1. Radical Feminist Theory ……… ……… ……… ……… ………  ……… …….. 23

Table of Contents 



III 
 

2. Social Exchange Thery ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ………. 24 
3. Child Marriage Theory ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… 27 
4. The Relevance of the Chosen Theory to this Study ……… ……… ……… ….  28 

 Forced Child Marriage ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… ….. 28 
 Consensual Child Marriage ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… 28 

 CHAPTER V METHODOLOGY ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… …... 30 
1. Research Site ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… …… 30 
2. The study samples ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……. 31 
3. Methodology ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… ……. 31 
4. Data Collection methods ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… 32 
5. Data analysis methods ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… ….. 32 
6. Ethical Considerations ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… ….. 33 
7. Challenges Encountered and their Solutions ……… ……… …… ……… …… 33 

 CHAPTER VI RESULT AND DISCUSSION ……… ……… ……… ……… …….. 35 
1. Quantitative data ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …….. 35 

1-1. General data of participants ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …... 35 
1-2. The causes of child marriage among Syrian refugees ……… ……… ….. 39 
1-3. The consequences of child marriage among Syrian refugees ……… …... 41 
1-4. Participants' opinions and suggestions ……… ……… …… ……… …... 42 

2. Qualitative data ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ………  42 
2-1. The causes of child marriage among Syrian refugees ……… ……… ….. 42 
2-2. The consequences of child marriage among Syrian refugees ……… ...… 43 
2-3. Participants' opinions and suggestions ……… ……… …… ……… ..…. 46 

 CHAPTER VII DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS …. ……… …….…. 47 
1. Discussion ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …….. 47 

1-1. Discussion of the participants' general data ……… ……… ……… ……… 47 
1-2. Discussion of the causes of child marriage ……… ……… ……… ……… . 48 
1-3. Discussion of the child marriage consequences ……… ……… ……… ….. 49 

2. The role of theories used in this research ……… ……… ……… ……… …….. 50 
3. Conclusion ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… ……… ……… 52 
4. Recommendations ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ….… 52 

 Recommendation for further research ……… ……… ……… ……… ... 52 
 Recommendations for local national government ……… ……… ……… 52 
 Recommendations for local organizations ……… ……… ……… ...…… 53 
 Recommendations for NGOs ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ….. 53 

 REFERENCES ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …… 55 

 APPENDICES……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… …….… ……… ….… 59 

 APPENDIX A: QUESTIONNAIRE ……… …… ……… ……… ……… 59 
 APPENDIX B: CONSENT FORM ………  ………  ………  ……… ….. 67 
 APPENDIX C: INTERVIEW GUIDE ………  ………  …… ……… ….. 68



IV 
 

 

LIST OF ACRONYMS  

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child 

ICRW International Center for Research on Women 

NGO Non-government Organization 

RWDA Rural Women Development Association 

OHCHR United Nations Human Rights Council 

SRQ Self-Reporting Questionnaire 

UN     United Nations 

UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund  

UNHCR  United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

UNICEF  United Nations Children’s Fund 

WHO World Health Organization 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  



V 
 

LIST OF CHARTS 

 Chart 1 Study sample depending on the age variable  p.35 
 Chart 2 The age difference between husband and wife p.35 
 Chart 3 The education level of the minors at marriage p.36 
 Chart 4 The current education level of the minors p.36 
 Chart 5 Father education level p.37 
 Chart 6 Mother education level p.37 
 Chart 7 The marital status of minors currently p.37 
 Chart 8 The number of family members in the minors’ birth families 

p.38 
 Chart 9 The number of children in the minors families p.38 
 Chart 10 The marriage type p.39 
 Chart 11 Marriage decision-maker in forced marriage p.39 
 Chart 12 Reasons for acceptance in consensual child marriage p.40 
 Chart 13 The causes of child marriage p.40 
 Chart 14 Health problems faced by minors as a result of early marriage 

p.41 
 Chart 15 Social problems faced by minors as a result of early marriage 

p.41 



VI 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 

First and foremost, praises and thanks to Allah, the Almighty, for His blessings 

throughout my research work to complete the research successfully. 

Throughout the writing of this thesis, I have received a great deal of support and 

assistance. I would like to thank my supervisor, Anneli Winell, whose expertise was 

invaluable in the formulating of the research topic and methodology in particular. She 

provided me with the tools that I needed to choose the right direction and complete my thesis. 

I would like to thank Mr. Kimball MacKay for his excellent collaboration. He spent many 

hours improving my English writing and he was always willing to help me. I am incredibly 

grateful for what he has offered me. 

I would particularly like to single out RWDA, Rural Women Development Association. I 

want to thank you for the excellent cooperation and for all of the opportunities I was given to 

conduct my research at their headquarters. I also thank all the staff of RWDA for their 

kindness. 

I am incredibly grateful to my parents for their love, prayers, caring, and sacrifices for 

educating and preparing me for my future. 

I am very much thankful to my wife Hoda and my daughter Diva and my sons, Karim and 

Ibrahim, for their love, understanding, and continuing support to complete this research work. 

Finally, there are my friends, who were of great support in deliberating over our problems 

and findings, as well as providing a happy distraction to rest my mind outside of my research.



 

 
       

1 

 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 

 

Child marriage practices are widespread today. One third of girls around the world are 

married before the age of eighteen and one in nine are married before fifteen1. The UN 

estimates that in 2011 70 million women had married before they turned eighteen2. If current 

trends continue, more than 140 million girls will get married before their eighteenth birthdays 

in the next ten years (Lemmon, Gayle Tzemach; Elharake, Lynn S, 2014, p. 3). In 2015, 

governments, non-governmental organizations, and international bodies called on the United 

Nations to address the issue of child marriage. As a result, the United Nations Human Rights 

Council unanimously adopted a resolution co-sponsored by over 85 States to strengthen 

efforts to prevent and eliminate "child, early and forced marriage."3 

Armed conflicts and refugee camps provide an environment conducive to the prevalence 

of child marriage practices. Alshawashereh and Jeet confirm that asylum or forced migration 

are the most vital factors leading to increased child marriage practices among Syrian refugees 

in Jordan (Alshawashereh, & Jeet, 2017). This study will focus on the prevalence of child 

marriage practices among Syrian refugees.  

1. Research problem 

The problem of child marriage in Syria remains rooted in a complex mix of religious and 

social traditions as well as economic factors. The Syrian crisis has exacerbated child marriage 

practices to become a threat to children living in conflict zones and refugee camps, especially 

girls. Refugee camps, where poverty and unemployment are widespread, are conducive to the 

practice of child marriage. Jordanian official statistics reveal a significant increase in the 

number of marriages of minor Syrian women living in refugee camps in that counrtry. The 

problem of early marriage is increasing. Early marriages among Syrian refugees in Jordan 

reached 35 percent of the total number of marriages in 2016, according to Ministry of Justice, 

compared to 18 percent  of total marriages in 2012 (Sputnik, 2017). This study seeks to shed 

 
1 https://armenia.unfpa.org/news/142-million-girls-could-be-married-18-next-decade-warns-new-un-report 
2 https://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2013/child_marriage_20130307/en/ 
3 https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/human-rights-council-adopts-resolution-to-end-child-early-and-forced-
marriage/ 
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light on child marriage pratices in Syrian refugee camps and the reasons for and impacts of 

the prevalence of these practices. 

The Syrian conflict that broke out in 2011 caused the displacement of millions of Syrians; 

the number of Syrian refugees reached 12,465,097 in mid-2017, most of them living in 

refugee camps in Turkey, Lebanon, and Jordan (UNHCR, "mid-year statistics" 2017). Many 

child rights violations occur daily in these camps, including child marriage. Therefore, child 

marriage in Syrian refugee camps can be seen as a direct result of the Syrian conflict. 

2. Research Objectives 

The main objective of this study is to gain a deeper understanding of the prevalence of 

child marriage and of the factors influencing child marriage practices in Syrian refugee 

camps; the focus will be on minors who married before the age of eighteen. The application 

of this age limit is based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which 

stipulates that a child means every human being below the age of eighteen. Although child 

marriage affects males and females, the adverse effects on females are much higher, since 

males are only a small part of the child marriage victims (UNICEF, 2001). 

According to the Women's Refugee Commission (WRC), adolescent girls in 

displacement face heightened risks of exploitation, including sexual abuse and gender-based 

violence, forced marriage, and early pregnancy4. This study aims to determine the role the 

Syrian war plays in child marriage practices among Syrian refugees, highlighting the 

psychological and social impacts on married Syrian children.  

Although there is an abundance of available research regarding child marriage, only a 

few studies have focused on the prevalence of child marriage practices among Syrian 

refugees. Therefore, it is vital to understand the various factors and to examine the causes and 

impacts of child marriage in order to design intervention practices and generate specific 

recommendations for the actors in the refugee camps to reduce the prevalence of child 

marriage. However, more research is needed to find new solutions that limit the prevalence of 

child marriage practices among Syrian refugees. 

 

 

 
4 https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/girls 
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3. Research Questions 

In order to achieve the research objectives, the following research questions are presented: 

1. What are the reasons for the prevalence of child marriage practices in Syrian refugee 

camps? 

2. What are the health and social impacts of child marriage on minors? 

3. What role does the Syrian war play in child marriage practices among Syrian refugees? 

4. Scope and Limitations of the Study 

This study was carried out in Baalbek, Lebanon, a city located about 85 km northeast of 

Beirut on the Syrian-Lebanese border, and the study seeks to explore the phenomenon of 

child marriage among Syrian refugees there. In order to cover all types of child marriage, the 

study was guided by three theories: Social Exchange theory, Radical Feminist theory, and 

Child Marriage theory. To meet the objectives of this study, the researcher limited the study 

to Syrian refugee girls who had married before  the age of eighteen living in refugee camps in 

Baalbeck, Lebanon between 2011and 2019. 

The study was carried out in a refugee camp, so precaution needs to be taken in 

generalizing the findings to the broader spatial context. 

5. Research Importance 

The importance of the study is represented in two aspects--theoretical and practical. The 

theoretical aspect provides a framework for considering the marriage of minors based on 

research and empirical studies and the possibility for interested people (researchers, 

counselors, and others) to use previous research and benefit from the findings of the current 

study. The theoretical aspect also provides quantitative and qualitative data on the nature of 

the relationship between the marriage of minors and social situations. 

From the practical perspective, the current study seeks to provide findings and 

information on the nature of underage marriages and the marriage of minors among Syrian 

refugees in refugee camps. On the basis of these findings, it will be possible to build 

extension programs that can contribute to reducing the prevalence of this phenomenon. It is 

hoped that this study will also help other researchers conduct various studies and other 

research and that the conclusions and recommendations included here will open research 

horizons for students and those interested in this field. 
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6. Research definitions 

 Child marriage 

The practice of marriage involving minors younger than eighteen is called child 

marriage, early marriage, forced marriage (Lemmon & ElHarake, 2014, p. 04), and minors’ 

marriage. According to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the definition of a 

child is every human being below the age of eighteen. The Syrian Personal Status Law 

provides the same definition for minors. So child marriage refers to any marriage of a child 

younger than eighteen (Reuben, 2013, p. 1). Although the CRC does not expressly prohibit 

the marriage of children, child marriage is a violation of this convention because child 

marriage deprives minors of their childhood and their right to healthy life, growth, and 

education. Child marriage is also a manifestation of gender inequality, reflecting social norms 

that perpetuate discrimination against girls (UNICEF, "Early marriage study" 2014).  

Bhanderi and Pandya identify child marriage as the marriage of girls before the age of 

eighteen. They argue that this type of marriage is a clear violation of the principle of human 

rights in general and children's rights in particular. The marriage of underage girls presents 

girls with several physical and social problems. It is also one of the leading causes of several 

psychiatric disorders. Girls who marry and give birth to their own children at an early age are 

at higher risk of death or severe injury (Bhanderi & Pandya, 2015, pp. 246-253). 

While Erulkar identifies child marriage as "marriage before the age of eighteen," he 

considers that the marriage of minors is a conjugal union between the spouses through a legal 

marriage contract where the wife is under eighteen years of age (Erulkar, 2013, p.06). 

In this study, the researcher defines child marriage as a conjugal union between the 

spouses through a socially recognized contract when the age of one or both parties is less than 

eighteen. This marriage is carried out with the consent of one or both parties’ guardians, 

whether by coercion of the parties or by their consent, and for many reasons, which may be 

social, cultural, economic, religious, or something else. 

 Social problems 

Badawi5 (1978) defines social problems as a disruption of things functioning in a 

desirable way and includes a number of society members who have been prevented from 

performing their social rolesaccording to the general framework agreed upon ( 1978البدوي,  , p. 

393). 
 

5 Badawi, Ahmad Zaki. 1978. Dictionary of social sciences: English-French-Arabic.  
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Astetia & others define a social problem as a matter or issue related to the emergence of a 

tendency, inclination, or attitude concerning one or more groups that calls attention; leads to 

discussion and controversy; may require excitement, research and decision-making; and may 

lead to corrective, compensatory, or adaptive action ( 2012استيتية & سرحان,  ). Merton insists 

that a particular social problem requires a conflict between what exists and what should be. 

This conflict attracts and draws a significant number of competent observers within the 

community ( 2012استيتية & سرحان,  , pp. 15-19). 

Accordingly, this researcher defines the social problems in this research thusly: Negative 

social impacts touching individual and social welfare as a result of child marriage, where 

both or one of the spouses is under eighteen years of age. These impacts include phenomena 

such as divorce, school dropout, and sexual violence. 

 Health problems 

According to the Oxford Dictionary, health is “the state of being free from illness and 

injury,” while The World Health Organisation (WHO) defines health as "...a state of 

complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease and 

infirmity." It is noticeable that according to WHO, any imbalance in social well-being is 

considered a health problem.  

In this research, the researcher defines health problems as physical and psychological 

problems associated with child marriage, such as premature birth, cesarean delivery, 

depression, and sexual violence. 

 Syrian refugees’ camps 

UNHCR6 defines a refugee camp as temporary accommodation for people who have been 

forced to flee their homes to seek protection and safety. Although the refugee camp is 

intended as a temporary settlement, many displaced refugees are living through protracted 

situations. Such long-term camps bring a new set of challenges, including limited access to 

education and medical care, increased risk of violence, and persecution. 

The Syrian revolution erupted in 2011. Violence and war forced Syrians to flee, and 

Syrian refugee camps were established in neighboring countries. Some of the camps, such as 

 
6 https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/camps/ 
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Za’atari, are home for more than 80,000 children, men, and women, which makes it a vibrant 

community.  UNHCR7 Insists that : 

Syrian refugees come from all backgrounds. They left behind homes, careers, and 

successful businesses; they brought with them a wide range of skills, ambitions and a desire 

to make the best of an unimaginable situation. They are united in their desire for peace and a 

brighter future. 

  

 
7 https://www.unrefugees.org/news/making-the-za-atari-refugee-camp-a-community/ 
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CHAPTER II: BACKGROUND 

Child marriage violates the civil and human rights of girls, depriving them of freedom 

and independence, exposing them to abuse and violence, and denying them opportunities to 

complete their education. It is one of the social and economic problems that many countries 

have suffered and are still suffering, especially third world countries (Maswikwa, Richter, 

Kaunfman & Nadi-2015). 

Marriage still retains its religious roots in many societies, and only recently (during the 

20th century) the concept of a civil state has emerged, leading to the transformation of 

marriage in several countries into a civil relationship. However, marriage ceremonies are still 

held in the temples (churches, mosques, etc.).  

Marriage, in its religious form, does not restrict the age of married couples. According to 

Salem Saka8 (1960) law 800, clause 1, of the Ordinance of the Eastern Churches, which 

corresponds to law 1083, clauses 1 and 2, of the statutory right of the Latin Church, says that 

the approved age for marriage is sixteen for young men and fourteen for young women9. 

Salem Saka insists that marriage is a natural human right recognized by ecclesiastical law; 

therefore, ecclesiastical law cannot prevent marriage just because of age. Bader explains that 

Islam does not specify any minimum age for marriage and considers child marriage 

permissible if the father of the girl child approves10. According to Joshua Kulp11, Jewish 

confessed the marriage at the age of three 12. 

 Although the governments in many developed countries have enacted laws setting the 

minimum age for marriage for all religious and non-religious institutions, unfortunately, these 

laws have many weaknesses. Even in Sweden, a leader in children's and women's rights, there 

is a struggle against child marriage practices nowadays13. So, the marriage of children is 

widespread, especially in developing countries and religious countries.   

Before the Syrian revolution in 2011, Syrian society suffered from the prevalence of child 

marriage, but it was limited to some social environments with their traditions. Therefore, 

Syrian law recognized the marriage of children and considered it a valid marriage, with some 

 
8 Father Salem Saka (1960): an Iraqi priest, had a doctorate in canon law. Judge in the Church Court to consider 
the annulment of marriage. 
9 https://www.ishtartv.com/viewarticle,70006.html 
10 https://al-abbaad.com/articles/15-1430-09-03 
11 Joshua Kulp is an Israeli Talmudic scholar. 
12http://learn.conservativeyeshiva.org/niddah-5-4-htm/  
13 www.politico.eu/article/immigrants-migration-culture-integration-sweden-struggles-over-child-marriage/ 
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restrictions. Law No. 31/1 of 2006 concerning the Catholic Christian communities14 (the 

Melkite Catholic community, the Maronite community, the Armenian Catholic community, 

the Syriac Catholic community, the Latin community, the Chaldean community) recognized 

the marriage of children and considered in its supplement (Act 800/1) that the age of males at 

marriage must be not less than sixteen and the age of females must be not less than fourteen. 

The Personal Status Law, which deals with the Islamic sects (Sunnis, Shiites, Alawites, and 

Druze), defines the legal age for men as eighteen and the age for women as fifteen in Article 

16, but in Article 18 it recognizes that marriage is valid at fifteen for men and thirteen for 

women with special permission from the court, which confirms that child marriage practices 

have been conducted within a legal framework in Syrian society. 

With the onset of the Syrian crisis and the escalation of violence, the practice of child 

marriage has been exacerbated by the policy of displacement adopted by the Syrian regime 

and the rebels, which leads to the fragmentation of families in more than one of the 

neighboring countries. 

 

1. Child marriage: a historical and social perspective 

In this chapter, the researcher highlights child marriage from a historical and social 

perspective and explains the causes and impacts of child marriage as well as the prevalence 

of this phenomenon. The chapter concludes by clarifying the relationship between child 

marriage and child rights. 

 Child marriage historically 

In ancient times the terms "child marriage" and "underage marriage" were inherently 

ambiguous because they suggest marriage below an age deemed "acceptable" without making 

clear precisely what that age is. This acceptable age may vary from one civilization to 

another. 

The historian Herodotus pointed to the existence of an old tradition in Babylonian 

villages, which was a  "marriage market," an auction in which beautiful young women were 

 
14Law No. 31 of 2006 The Personal Status Law of the Catholic Communities in Syria. 
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offered at a high price. Parents often took their young daughters to the marriage market to get 

a large sum of money15. 

In ancient Egypt, outside the authority of the pharaonic priest, child marriage was 

desirable and had a high value to the pharaohs. Zahi Hawass16 argues that although child 

marriage was common in the pharaonic period, the rights of minor girls were maintained. For 

example, if a husband committed adultery or was sterile, the wife had the right to seek 

divorce17. 

In some indigenous tribes, there is a penalty for single boys or girls. For example, the 

Tupis clans (indigenous people in the Amazon) ban bachelors from participating in religious 

festivals ( 2011السمهري,  , p. 30). Girls in many indigenous cultures marry at an early age, and 

older men tend to marry young girls, which means that some young boys cannot find a girl 

for marriage ( 2011السمهري,  , p. 33). While Before 571 CE, Arabs saw marriage as a social 

duty, so both males or females were married at a very young age for (ten for males and seven 

for females). The woman was considered an economic value and was used as a tool to 

increase the financial strength of the family, so the fathers agreed to give their daughters at 

any age if the groom paid what the father requested ( 2011السمهري,  , p. 63). 

 

 Prevalence of child marriage 

Child marriage affects children in general, both male and female, but it is rare for 

males while it is widespread among females (Ending Child Marriage. pp. 02). In 2018, the 

rate of child marriage decreased by 15 percent, but the number of women first married before 

age eighteen is still high: approximately 650 million girls and women alive today were 

married before their eighteenth birthday, five percent of them in the Middle East and North 

Africa (UNICEF, "Child Marriage", 2018, p. 02). 

The Guttmacher Institute showed that 45 percent of young women in India marry 

before age eighteen; however, the report stresses the existence of a national trend to delay the 

age of marriage (Moore AM et al. 2009). In Bangladesh, 68 percent of married women are 

married before the age of eighteen. Child marriage is also a common practice in Africa, with 

 
15 https://lite.almasryalyoum.com/lists/179717/ 
16 Zahi Hawass is an Egyptian archaeologist, Egyptologist, and former Minister of State for Antiquities Affairs 
17 https://egyptiangeographic.com/ar/news/show/276 
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76.6 percent of girls in Nigeria and 71.5 percent in Chad marrying before they are eighteen 

(ICRW 2006). 

In Yemen, a study conducted by Moslleh confirmed that 61 percent of girls are 

married before the age of eighteen (2008 .المصليحي). In Palestine, the deteriorating political and 

economic situation has led to increased child marriage rate, reaching 37 percent of all 

marriages in 1994 (2008 .المصليحي).  

 

Figure 1 

The child marriage practice around the world from 2014 (UNICEF, "Ending Child 

Marriage," 2014, p. 02). 

 

 

Figure 2 

The practice of child marriage around the world from 2018(UNICEF, "Child Marriage," 

2018, p. 03). 
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Around the world, child marriage practice continued to decline from 2014 to 2018, 

but in the North African Middle East, the practice continues at the same rate. In Syria, official 

statistics confirm that child marriage among Syrian refugee girls has increased alarmingly 

and the director of the statistics office called for research on the causes and consequences of 

this phenomenon (Aliqtisadi, 2015). The percentage increased from 12 percent of all 

marriages in 2011 to just under 32 percent in the first quarter of 2014 (To Protect Her 

Honour, 2015, p. 9). 

 

 Statistics on child marriage  

 Inside Syria 

Child marriage contracts for children are customary because the parties younger than 

eighteen are not eligible for marriage in courts. Consequently, contract marriages involving 

parties younger than 18 are ’fixed’—officially recognized by the court—after a pregnancy. 

According to Judge Mohamed Sharif Mounir, the number of child marriage fixing cases has 

risen to 200 a day (Aliqtisadi, 2015). Child marriage fixing (Customary marriage) means 

recognition of the legal status of both parties as husband and wife when one or both of the 

parties was under 18. Judge Mohammad Maarawi confirmed that more than half of the 

marriages in Damascus are child marriages (Aliqtisadi, 2015).  

Watfi18 pointed to the importance of the phenomenon of early marriage in Syria: in 1981, 

the number of married girls under fourteen was 5765, which constituting 0.4 percent of the 

total marriages in the same year; 16,302 minors were married at the age of 14-15, 2.1 percent 

of the total; 35,299 minors married at the age of 15-16, 2.6 percent of the total; 59,891 

married at the age of 16-17, 4.4 percent of the total; 84,058 married at the age of 17-18, 9.6 

percent of the total; and 938479 married at the age of 18-19, 9.4 percent of the total ( ,وطفي

1995). This indicates the high level of awareness in Syrian society in the 80s and the 

tendency then to increase the age of marriage, demonstrated by the increase of the percentage 

of marriage with age of those marrying. 

 

 
18 Professor at the kuwait university. 
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 In the refugee camps around Syria  

Before the war (2000-2009), the rate  of child marriage in Syria was about 13 percent of 

all marriages. In 2013, the percentage of the total registered Syrian child marriages was as 

high as 25 percent of all marriages (To Protect Her Honour, 2015, p. 9). In the first half of 

2017, that rate reached 35 percent (Sputnik, 2017). However, there are no accurate statistics 

on child marriage among Syrian refugees because a lot of Syrian refugees are not registered 

at UNHCR and live illegally in host countries. Save the Children reported that in 2015 the 

rate doubled and called for an examination of the causes and consequences of the prevlaence 

of the phenomenon (Save the Children, 2015). In a study conducted by Alshawashereh and 

Jeet in the Zaatari camp in Jordan, 3000 underage marriages were registered between 2011-

2014 according to the Department of Chief Justice in Jordan (Alshawashereh, & Jeet, 2017). 

 

2. The causes of child marriage 

 Social reasons 

Prevailing social and cultural values in society play an essential role in the spread of 

child marriage. In some cultures, child marriage is preferred, and families in these societies 

seek to have their children marry (   .(P 38 .2009, القرني

A number of social values directly affect the behavior of individuals when it comes to 

child marriage, such as: 

 Honour\chastity. Honor or chastity is a fundamental and vital value in Syrian 

society, and individuals should preserve their honor. The female must maintain 

her chastity to ensure her family's good reputation. If she has sex outside 

marriage, it damages the family's reputation. Therefore, marriage is the only safe 

passage to sexual relations, so families seek to get their daughters married at an 

earlier age to protect them from temptation and prevent damage to the reputation 

of the family (  .(P 57 .2009, القرني

 Clan or tribe. A large clan is considered a kind of social protection and a form of 

power; therefore, members of Syrian tribes seek to increase the number of 

members through early marriage and polygamy ( 2009القرني , . P 58). 



 

 
       

13 

 Parental authority. The nature of the relationship between parents and children 

in Syrian society is characterized by the absolute authority of the father and his 

control over the fate of his children, so the father does not involve his children in 

making fateful decisions concerning their lives, including marriage decisions 

( 2009القرني , . P 60). 

 Relations with relatives. Some families may agree to the marriage of their 

young daughters if the groom is a relative because they believe that the girl will 

not be far away and will not feel isolated since she will remain within the family 

( 2009القرني , . P 60). 

 Education. Lack of education or ignorance is both a cause and a consequence of 

the prevalence of child marriage practices in Syrian society. Lack of education in 

a community increases child marriage, while child marriage leads to underage 

girls dropping out of school ( 2009القرني , . P 63). 

 Economic reasons 

Al-Qarni argues that the economic situation plays a vital role in the prevalence of the 

child marriage phenomenon, especially in rural areas, where females in large families are an 

economic burden, so families often tend to seek early marriage for their daughters to ease the 

economic burden. Poverty and the economic situation also play a role in marrying young girls 

to older men, as low-income families often prefer rich men ( 2009القرني,  , p44). Izeldeen 

argues that child marriage is used as a survival strategy in poor communities or low-income 

families (Izeldeen, 2014). The vast majority of the participants in her study were poor, 

unemployed, and married early. According to Save the Child, when the parents of the minor 

are poor, they tend to marry young girls to save the economic expenses of raising children, 

and the head of the family fears that his daughter’s reputation will be contaminated if the 

daughter goes to work. Therefore, child marriage is seen as a way to reduce the number of 

people in a household and the related economic burden of feeding the child, clothing her, etc. 

(To Protect Her Honour, 2015, p. 9). 

 Legal reasons 

Article 18 of the Syrian Personal Status Law gives the judge the right to allow the 

marriage of children if the child’s age is 15 for the male and 13 for the female. This gives 

legal cover for the approval of many child marriage contracts. Under Article 508 of the 
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Syrian Penal law, the punishment of the rapist of a minor is suspended if he marries her or 

she marries him19. 

Article 7 of Iraq’s Personal Status Law20 sets the age of marriage at 18. Article 30 of the 

UAE’s Personal Status Law21 also sets the age of marriage at 18, with permission for the 

judge to approve marriages at a lower age if he deems it is in the best interests of both parties. 

Although personal status laws in the Middle East set the age of marriage at 18, they give the 

judge the authority to approve marriages before the age of 18; judges tend to approve these 

marriages based on the principle of “the norm in society.” 

 Syrian crisis 

The Syrian war, now in its eighth year, is one of the main reasons for child marriage 

practices in Syrian refugee camps. In the absence of security, tragedies emerge, whether 

political, economic, social, or health-related. The results of war are not only the dead, the 

wounded, and refugees. In wars, social diseases spread, such as poverty, ignorance, social 

disintegration, crime, and others. Thus, the conflict in Syria is a cause of the increasing 

numbers of married children. On the economic front, poverty has spread due to widespread 

unemployment, loss of employment, and consequently reduced income sources. As a result of 

the collapse of the security system, destruction, fear, murder, pillage, and rape have spread. 

The waves of displaced persons have multiplied, people fleeing their homes for safer cities 

and areas and to neighboring countries to live in camps, where they rely on assistance 

provided by the UNCHR and other relief organizations. The difficult economic situation has 

led families to find marriages for their children to relieve the financial burdens or for high 

dowries and to use those funds. Besides, with a total absence of security and the spread of 

kidnapping, crime, and gangs, many families want to protect their children from abduction 

and rape (To Protect Her Honour, 2015, p. 9). Finally, vulnerable families face the use of 

kidnapping and rape as a weapon of war by the conflicting parties in Syria. According to 

Save the Child, various armed groups in Syria have been using child marriage and forced 

marriage as a weapon of war to panic and therefore displace populations (To Protect Her 

Honour, 2015, p. 9). 

 

 
19  Syrian Penal law, article 508 
20 https://www.refworld.org/docid/5c7664947.html 
21 https://legaladviceme.com/legislation/140/uae-federal-law-28-of-2005-on-personal-status 
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3. The impact of child marriage 

 Legal Impacts 

Child marriage often takes the form of customary marriage contracts. A customary 

marriage is a marriage contract written by the parties and has no legal value, which leads to 

negative consequences for the minor girl and her children: she loses many of her rights in 

cases of divorce or death of a husband, such as alimony and inheritance and the recognition 

of her children’s lineage, which presents significant problems for the future. 

 

 Social impacts 

In child marriage, minors lose their right to learn and to complete their studies (UNICEF, 

"Early marriage study," 2014, p. 29), thus depriving them of the opportunity to develop their 

personality and their intellectual and cultural maturity. Izeldeen argues that child marriage is 

a form of social violence against minors, where the girl is too young to bear the burdens and 

responsibilities of marriage, raising children, and housework, which exposes the minor to 

marital abuse, either from the husband or his family (Izeldeen, 2014). 

 

 Health impacts 

Child marriage leads the minor to the emotional deprivation of parental tenderness, 

leading to mental disorders such as schizophrenia, hysteria, depression, anxiety, and 

personality disorders. In addition, a married girl risks menstrual cycle disorders, early 

pregnancy, anemia, increased risk of early-onset osteoporosis, miscarriage, and increased 

cesarean sections as a result of obstructions of delivery at an early age. Also, a fetus may 

become suffocated in the womb of the mother due to severe circulatory failure (Adolescent 

pregnancy, 2018). 

 

4. The relationship between child marriage and child rights 

Child marriage deprives a child of the right of self-determination to participate in 

decisions concerning his or her life. The child in adolescence is incapable of making 
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decisions about matters  such as marriage, and marriage will have both immediate and long-

term consequences. Thus, the child is denied the right to choose, to self-determination, and to 

make decisions. The child’s acceptance of marriage is unreliable because the pressure from 

the social and cultural structure on the child is so high, making the child  unprepared to make 

independent and informed decisions about her entire future. In Articles 13 and 14, the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child22 affirms the child's right to freedom of expression  in 

a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child. 

Also, child marriage has a direct impact on the child's right to education, since dropping 

out of school is often a direct result of child marriage. This also has a negative impact on the 

society that suffers from child marriage, as these uneducated children remain outside the 

developmental process of society because of their ignorance. This is confirmed by Articles 28 

and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Also, child marriage separates the child 

from her parents, and a healthy family environment is essential for the healthy growth of the 

child or adolescent, The Convention on the Rights of the Child affirms this principle in 

Articles 20 and 21 and demands that countries respect the rights of the child and not separate 

the child from his or her parents unless there are compelling reasons. 

Child marriage leaves the child vulnerable to health challenges and deprives the child of 

primary health care and well-being. The marriage of underage girls exposes them to health 

problems such as miscarriage, vaginal ruptures, and others. In addition to the psychological 

pressure, where marriage involves responsibilities the minor is unable to manage, the child is 

often exposed to sexual violence because of the age gap between the spouses and her 

undeveloped genitals. In the Article 24, the Convention on the Rights of the Child recognizes 

the right of the child to the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health and ensures that no 

child is deprived of his or her right of access to health care services. 

Almuselhe (2011) asserts that marriage at a young age deprives children of their rights as 

expressed in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on Human Rights, 

and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Child 

marriage deprives children of their right to protection, care, a sense of security, health, 

education, development, and leisure. Child marriage also works against the best interests of 

the child and violates the child's right to express his or her opinion.  

 
22 https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx 
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CHAPTER III LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

 

Introduction 

This chapter reviews previous studies related to the research subject, such as journal 

articles, master’s theses, doctoral theses, and other influential sources in multiple languages. 

The researcher used key-word search terms, including child marriage in Syria; underage 

marriage; minor’s marriage; age at marriage; and early marriage in peace and conflicts. 

Since there are many accessible sources online, the researcher took precautions and avoided 

unreliable sources. The researcher gave priority to studies highlighting the prevalence of 

child marriage practices within the Middle East region, where refugee camps have been 

established, while keeping in mind that these publications should be supported by reliable 

references. The researcher created a list of sources and references using APA style (American 

Psychological Association 6th edition). 

 

1. Previous studies 

Syria is located in the Middle East, bordered by Iraq to the east, Jordan to the south, 

Turkey to the north, and Lebanon to the west, so the researcher has given priority to studies 

of the topic of child marriage focused on the same region. 

 Al-Bnawi and others (2000)23. Attitudes of University Students Towards 

EarlyMarriage. The Journal of Human Sciences, University of Mentouri, Algeria, Vol. 

2000 (Issue 13;June 30, 2000), pp.1-41. This study was conducted in Jordan, and the 

aim was to identify attitudes of Jordanian university students towards the phenomenon 

of early marriage. The sample of the study consisted of 4200 male and female students. 

Researchers used questionnaires to collect data.  

This study showed the attitudes of students in the light of variables such as sex, school 

year, college, and monthly income of the family; the results show that early marriage is 

considered a negative phenomenon by members of the study sample and that university 

students generally believe that there is a relationship between early marriage and a 

number of problems, such as personal frustration, impeding the aspirations of the 

individual, and the prevalence of divorce associated with early marriage. 

 
23 https://search.emarefa.net/detail/BIM-517442 
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 Al-Sabawi (2007). The Impact of Early Marriage of Girls on the Process of Social 

Development. Journal of Musol Studies, University of Mosul, Iraq, Volume 2007 

(Number 18; November 30, 2007), pp. 97-121. This study was conducted in Mosul, 

Iraq, and aimed to reveal the main effects of early marriage on girls in the process of 

social development. The study sample consisted of 50 women who had been married at 

an early age. The study was based on the descriptive method. The researcher used 

questionnaires as the tool to collect data. 

This study reached important findings, including: 

 54 percent of the participants were forced to marry early, resulting in dissatisfaction 

with their marriage. 

 80 percent left school because of early marriage, especially during middle school, and 

22 percent did not help their own children review their lessons. Early marriage forced 

minors to drop out of school, and these couples were unable to help their own children 

during the educational stages. 

 76 percent suffer from sexual fatigue in their married life, and Al-Sabawi attributes this 

to the lack of experience and flexibility in sexual relations between minors. 

 40 percent do not involve their spouses in decision-making, which affects social 

development, where Al-Sabawi sees that the development process requires the active 

participation of both parties in all decisions and matters, and that the restriction of 

decision-making to one party indicates a defect in the family construction. 

 70 percent have family disputes. Al-Sabawi asserts that whatever the nature of these 

disputes, they affect the lives of the women themselves and of the family in general, 

which will lead to an unstable society, full of bickering and tension. Al-Sabawi suggests 

that the development process requires social stability and understanding among family 

members. 

 90 percent do not work, which negatively affects their social development. Al-Sabawi 

insists that social development requires the participation of women in all fields. 

  87 percent gave birth before the age of 20. Early pregnancy exposes women to health 

problems resulting from their incomplete physiological maturity. Also, 41 percent 

confirmed that early marriage had a negative impact on health because of miscarriage 

and anxiety experienced by young mothers. The study also found that 14 percent 

experienced the death of a child. 
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 Saja Abdelreda (2011)24. The Phenomenon of Underage Marriage in Iraq. The Iraqi 

Supreme Judicial Council. This is a field study based on data taken from the Personal 

Status Court. This study is important because it aimed to know the age groups in which 

child marriage is prevalent based on comparing data from the Personal Status Court and 

the Statistical Center.  

 The study found that child marriage is prevalent among minors aged 15-17 years, where 

the number of marriage contracts for minors reached 244 out of 746 marriages approved 

by a court over a five month period, showing a steady increase in the number of 

underage marriages for the ages listed above, representing approximately 30 percent of 

all marriage contracts.  

Saja Abdelreda emphasizes that education level affects the incidence of child marriage: 

the lower the education level, the more cases of child marriage. Increased levels of 

education play a significant role in raising women's awareness, increasing their level of 

thinking and their ability to make sound decisions concerning their social lives. The 

study also revealed that the increase in cases of underage marriage was accompanied by 

an increase in the rate of divorce in those marriages. When underage women married 

unwillingly, there was no harmony within the marriage because of the women’s 

insufficient awareness about how to form a family.  

 Almuselhe (2011). Professional Intervention with General Practice in Social Work to 

Develop an Awareness of the Heads of Families of Underage Girls About the Dangers 

of Bargain Marriage, Egypt. Almuselhe adopted the experimental approach, the 

interview guide, and the open interview. The study sample consisted of 10 heads of 

households, and 20 faculty members, experts, specialists and those interested in the 

phenomenon. The aim of the study was to test the effectiveness of the social service 

vocational intervention program from the perspective of general practice in developing 

the awareness of parents of underage girls about the dangers of bargain marriage, and to 

develop a codified program of general practice in social work to raise the awareness of 

the parents of underage girls about the dangers of bargain marriage. 

The importance of this study is that the participants were parents, faculty members, 

interested parties, and stakeholders, and not the minors themselves. 

The findings of the study were: 

 
24 https://www.hjc.iq/view.937/ 
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 40 percent of the participants' parents were illiterate, literate and self-employed 

without a fixed income, compared to 30 percent who were educated and earned a 

regular monthly income. 

 60 percent of the participating families had six or more members compared to 40 

percent that had four to six members. In addition, the vast majority lived in rental 

houses, compared to only 20 percent who owned their own homes or other 

properties. 

 This study showed the positive relationship between the use of the professional 

intervention program for general practice in social work and the development of the 

awareness of the minors' families about the dangers of child marriage. 

 Cissé and Iknane (2008). Study on Early Marriages, Reproductive Health, and Human 

Rights in the Region of Timbuktu. To accomplish this study, the researchers used the 

social survey and questionnaires as tools to collect data from the participants. 

Participants in this study were 338 women and girls, 13 community leaders, 11 health 

managers, and several NGOs and associations working in the field of reproductive 

health. The aim of the study was to design a strategic plan to combat violence, raise 

awareness of the social and health risks of early marriage, identify reproductive health 

issues (infant and maternal mortality rate, fistula disease, and birth by caesarean section) 

in the targeted areas of Timbuktu, and clarify the relationship between early marriage 

and reproductive health issues and their impact on the population. The findings of the 

study were: Early marriage leads girls to drop out of school, difficulties with new 

housework, and pain during sexual relations leading to uterine ruptures and 

psychological problems. These marriages often end in divorce because girls are unable 

to do housework. This study also revealed the relationship between infant mortality and 

early marriage, and the results were shocking: 58.7 percent of participating mothers 

experienced the death of one or more of their children compared with only 20.6 percent 

who did not face the death of a child. This study showed that early marriage leads to 

risks during childbirth, such as rupture of vaginal fistula and cesarean delivery, causing 

maternal and child mortality. 

 Erulkar.'s Study (2013). Early Marriage, Marital Relations and Partner Violence in 

Ethiopia. The study aimed to identify the rate of early marriage for girls during their 

childhood, as well as to investigate early marriage in girls under eighteen, and compared 

the results and correlations between girls married during the different stages of their 
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puberty, focusing on girls married before the age of fifteen. The study sample consisted 

of 1671 women aged 20-24 years. The results showed that 17 percent of the study 

sample had been married before the age of fifteen, and 30 percent between the ages of 

15 and 17. The results revealed that girls who married before the age of eighteen did not 

attend school at all in comparison to girls who were married at 18-19 and attended some 

school. Those who were married before the age of fifteen turned out to be less 

knowledgeable about marriage and were forced to have sex in married life. The results 

also reveal that education level had a positive relationship to the individual woman’s 

knowledge of marriage and to increased levels of participation in decision-making 

within the marriage, especially on issues related to reproduction and health.  

 Izeldeen, M. (2014). Early Marriage as a Strategy for Economic Survival. This study 

aimed to explore the status of women in al-Fateh village in northern Omdurman/Sudan, 

an area that suffers from child marriage practices. The study sought to uncover the 

causes, motivations, and consequences of child marriage in the region and whether there 

was a link between child marriage and poverty, health problems, and maternal mortality 

in the area. The sample of the study consisted of 80 wives between the ages of 16 and 

40. The study revealed that the vast majority of women in the region received no 

education, with only a small number reaching secondary school, as most of the women 

in the study sample were poor, unemployed, and had married early in life. The results of 

the study also indicated that underage marriage is used as an economic strategy for 

survival and that women in the region suffer from a lack of practical resources such as 

water, health care, awareness of their rights, and other issues. 

 

2. Discussion of the previous studies 

The studies discussed above  show that child marriage leads to social problems such as 

dropping out of school, divorce, and neutralizing women from decision-making. These 

problems hinder the process of societal development, which requires the participation of 

women as an active element in society and also add to family disputes that keep  families in a 

state of permanent frustration. Child marriage also leads to health challenges for the women 

involved, such as such as increased risks associated with pregnancy and birth that can lead to 

maternal and child mortality and to increased risk of death and psychological problems 

resulting from sexual violence, and has a direct impact on mental health, as it leads to 
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personal frustration and impedes aspirations. It is noted that women are the weakest link in 

these marriages; they alone face the health risks of pregnancy, birth, and sexual violence. 

The current study shares with the previous studies the light shed on the causes of child 

marriage. Previous studies agree that the leading causes of child marriage are ignorance and 

tradition coupled with economic and cultural reasons, such as low-income level and a large 

number of girls in the same family.  

This study is unique from previous studies in that the research targets refugees who are 

married under the age of eighteen and live in the refugee camps, where social and economic 

reasons lead to increased marriage of children, so care must be taken when generalizing the 

results of this study. According to Izeldeen, child marriage is often a survival strategy  

(Izeldeen, M. 2014) as well as the result of  the absence of social security and of high levels 

of ignorance and illiteracy (Almuselhe 2011). This study also highlights war and armed 

conflict as causes of child marriage in conflict zones and  considers whether the awareness 

programs of the actors in the refugee camps are adequate or need to be developed further in 

order to cope with the variables. 

This study also addresses the legal status of the study community, considering whether 

the law could be a reason for the prevalence of child marriage practices, and shows the 

impact of local laws on the phenomenon of child marriage and how to influence this 

phenomenon through the amendment of personal status law.  
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CHAPTER IV THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

 

The theoretical framework can be seen as one of the most critical aspects of the research 

process. The importance of theory-driven thinking and acting is emphasized in relation to the 

selection of a topic, the development of research questions, the conceptualization of the 

literature review, the design approach, and the analysis plan for the study. (Grant & Osanloo, 

2014, pp12). Theories help the researcher determine his research approach and his orientation 

towards topics within the scope of the research that may be more important than others. 

After reviewing the previous studies, this researcher found that despite the fact that the 

greatest portion of child marriages are forced, there is a significant portion of child marriages 

that are consensualFeminist theory helps explain forced child marriage, while social 

exchange theory and child marriage theory can explain one or more aspects of consensual 

child marriage. 

 

1. Radical Feminist Theory Theory 

Women's writing began in Western societies 400 years ago, and a women's movement 

organized by and for women emerged more than 150 years ago ( ,عبدالجواد & الجوهرى

2002,pp.295).  

The feminist movement has many definitions. Oxford Dictionary defines feminism as 

“the belief that women must have the same rights and opportunities as men,” while Mahdi 

defines it as “a diverse set of social theories, political movements, and ethos driven by 

women's causes.” Feminists agree that the ultimate goal is to eliminate all forms of gender-

related oppression. (Mahdi, 2019, p.121).  

Issawi goes further and considers feminism a revolutionary movement against male 

domination, which has remained intact and persists despite all the changes and developments 

that have occurred during the past centuries ( 2002عيساوي,  ). Issawi insists that the hierarchy 

governing gender relations has become entrenched in both men and women to the point that 

male domination seems natural and intuitive ( 2002عيساوي,  ). Although Issawi's assessment 

does not accurately reflect Western societies at present, it accurately describes the 

mainstream of the Middle East, North Africa, and third world countries. Issawi argues that 

male dominance is implanted in the collective unconscious of humans and that it has become 

an invisible and intangible element in relations between men and women; therefore, Issawi is 



 

 
       

24 

seeking a revolution aimed to smash the wrong axioms and put women in the actor position 

in society ( 2002عيساوي,  ). 

Linda Jane, influenced by the ideas of Louise Tuban, defines feminism as individual and 

collective consciousness followed by a revolt against the scales of sexual power and the total 

marginalization of women at specific historical moments (Shepherd, 2007). Lorber groups 

feminist perspectives into three broad categories: gender reform feminisms, gender resistant 

feminisms, and gender revolution feminisms (Lorber, 1997). 

According to these researchers, feminism can be seen as  a movement that seeks to defend 

women’s right in the public sphere (the right to vote and participate in political life and 

access to education) and in the private life (choosing one’s spouse and in issues related to 

sex). There is no doubt, as found during the literature review, that women are the weakest 

link in child marriage practices. Women are usually the ones forced to marry and often the 

husband is not a minor: and it is women who face health problems related to marriage, such 

as rupture of the uterus and the risks of pregnancy and childbirth (Cissé and Iknane 2008). 

Therefore, this researcher found that the phenomenon of child marriage can be traced back to 

male dominance and forcing minor girls to marry without taking their opinions into 

consideration or giving them the opportunity to choose their spouses freely, while at the same 

time putting the minor girl in a situation that threatens her future and life without regard to her 

rights or her person. 

 

2. Social Exchange Theory 

Although feminist theory helps explain the prevalence of child marriage practices under 

male dominance, many cases of child marriage are not forced. Social exchange theory helps 

explain child marriage practice in such cases.  

At the end of the 1950s, there emerged in sociology and social psychology a distinct 

approach called social exchange theory. Four figures were primarily responsible: George 

Homans25, John Thibaut26, Harold Kelley27, and Peter Blau28 (Emerson, 1979, pp.335). Peter 

 
25 George Casper Homans (August 11, 1910 – May 29, 1989) was an American Sociologist, founder of 
behavioral sociology and the Social Exchange Theory. 
26 John Walter Thibaut (1917 - Feb. 19, 1986) was an American social psychologist, and Professor of Psychology 
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He was one of the last graduate students of Kurt Lewin, and 
the first editor of the Journal of Experimental Social Psychology. 
27 Harold H. Kelley (February 16, 1921 – January 29, 2003) was an American social psychologist and professor 
of psychology at the University of California, Los Angeles. 
28 Peter Michael Blau (February 7, 1918 – March 12, 2002) was an American sociologist and theorist. Born in 
Vienna, Austria, he immigrated to the United States in 1939 
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Blau (1964) greatly expanded on the importance of the “social” context to which economic 

and exchange principles were being applied. Blau also saw social rewards as being uniquely 

dependent upon personal relationships (Redmond, 2015). Redmond emphasizes that the 

social exchange theory can be applied in all aspects of social life, including marriage and 

romantic relationships (Redmond, 2015). 

Al-Hassan (2015) argues that social exchange theory can be used to interpret and analyze 

all social phenomena and processes. He believes that social life is an interactive, reciprocal 

process, meaning that the interacting parties take, give, and share benefits. Each of the 

interacting parties not only gives to the other party but takes from them. Giving and taking 

between the interacting parties leads to the perpetuation and deepening of the interactive 

relationship. However, if an individual relies on taking without giving or giving without 

taking, the relationship will fade away ( 2015الحسن,  , pp. 184-190). 

Blau sees social life as a bargaining market where each side tries to achieve benefits, and 

the successful realization of these benefits entails the continuation of the process of exchange 

and interaction. Blau uses the role concept, in the sense that each party in the exchange is 

trying to know the other’s needs and expectations and, at the same time, trying to meet those 

needs and expectations; but if one fails to meet the expectations of the other, either the 

relationship stops or it continues without parity, in which case, the party that feels injustice 

might try to punish the other ( 2010عثمان & ساري,  ,pp.248). 

Redmond presents his explanation for social exchange theory based on five essential 

elements: 

 Rewards and Value of a Reward 

Influenced by Homans' ideas, Redmond argues that some of the economic terms and 

conceptualizations do not apply to social behavior, so he uses the phrase “value of a reward” 

to emphasize that rewards have different values to different people and to highlight that the 

value of a reward may fluctuate over time (Redmond, 2015). For example, a minor bride can 

be a great value to an adult, while she is not so valuable to another minor. 

 Social Rewards 

Referring to the ideas of Thibaut, Kelley, and Blau, Redmond considers social rewards to 

be a confirmation of one’s value, respect, and acceptance, and we can't barter over most of  

these. For example, when a minor gets married to gain respect from society, this respect 

cannot be bartered. However, partners do weigh the value of the social rewards they receive 

against the costs of a given relationship (Redmond, 2015). 
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 Costs 

Cost is something of value that is given up; it can also be a punishment or the withdrawal 

of a reward. As for social relations, Redmond considers time, energy, and freedom as costs. 

The time and energy expended in a relationship are affected by its importance, intensity, and 

depth. Besides costing time, relationships necessitate forfeiting some freedom and 

independence (Redmond, 2015). Blau observes that to spend time in one relationship, we 

forfeit the opportunity to spend time in another, possibly more rewarding relationship 

(Redmond, 2015). Accordingly, the costs incurred by a minor in child marriage are often 

much more significant than the rewards received. 

 Profit 

Profit = Reward minus Cost. This formula can be applied to social exchanges (Redmond, 

2015). While this formula fits well for economic activity, its application to social exchanges 

is more complex and not as straightforward (Redmond, 2015). Profits affect our decisions 

regarding our relationships. We seek profitable interactions. The process and profits in 

relationships are described well by Levine, Kim, and Ferrara (2010):  

" People are satisfied with their relationships when the rewards exceed the costs, and 

they continue in those relationships where investments lead to projected future profit. 

"(Redmond, 2015).  

Therefore, child marriages, where the minor's profit is much less than the costs they incur, 

often end in divorce and failure.  

 Equity and Distributive Justice 

Redmond argues that relationships are equitable if the ratio of rewards and costs are the 

same for both partners. Underlying feelings of equity are awareness and assessment of the 

partner’s rewards and costs. Usually, partners are concerned with the reward being 

proportionate to the cost: the more cost incurred, the more reward expected. If one partner 

puts more effort, time, and sacrifice into a given relationship than the other partner does, this 

partner is likely to feel resentment and will attempt to create balance or equity. On the other 

hand, those who are getting more profit than their partner might be inclined to feel guilty 

(Redmond, 2015). Equity depends upon each party’s ability to recognize their own evaluation 

of both parties’ costs and rewards, and those perceptions are open to differences in the 

opinions of the partners. Such differences cause anger, guilt, resentment, and even conflicts. 

One blemish of social exchange might be apparent after considering equity (Redmond, 2015). 

Therefore, some minors might accept their forced marriage; for example, a minor may be 
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homeless and see marriage as a chance to acquire food and shelter. For different reasons, 

people sometimes remain in situations even when they are inequitable (Redmond, 2015).  

Based on all of the above, social exchange theory views the relationship between the both 

parties (marriage) in terms of equity or inequity, where the couple seeks social rewards. If the 

relationship's costs are equal to its profit, the relationship continues and becomes stronger; 

but if the balance is disturbed, the relationship breaks and fades away ( 2015الحسن,  , pp. 192-

193). As discussed earlier - in the review of previous studies - the practice of child marriage 

is unequal, as the minor girl is the weakest link, and such marriages will mostly be futile. 

Social exchange theory also sees marriage as a give-and-take relationship: when both partners 

meet each other’s personal goals, they create a balanced, reciprocal, interdependent 

relationship (Redmond, 2015). In child-marriage practices, minors always give more than 

they take, which results in unequal relations that lead to the marriage’s termination. 

 

3. Child Marriage Theory 

Relatively recently (2015), Wahhaj29 developed  child marriage theory to explain the 

prevalence of child marriage in developing countries. This theory shares with social exchange 

theory the application of economic concepts to social relations, but Wahhaj goes further,  

trying to explain the prevalence of child marriage practices based on the economic roles that 

govern the market. Wahhaj expresses the phenomenon of child marriage as a marriage-

market, where a desirable female attribute is observed interestingly, considering age as poor 

quality requiring high payments to the bride’s family (Wahhaj, 2015). 

Wahhaj argues that the practice of early marriage causes significant disruption in the 

accumulation of human capital and considers age, honor, and purity as variables that directly 

affect the marriage market. The application of the supply and demand model is described 

well by Wahhaj: 

 "We show, theoretically, that the prevalence of the desirable attribute would decline with 

time spent on the marriage market and therefore, the age of a potential bride can signal her 

'quality.' Therefore, young potential brides, aware that they will be perceived as being of 

poorer quality the longer they remain on the marriage market, have an incentive to accept an 

offer of marriage sooner rather than later. Older brides have worse reputation and weaker 

bargaining power than young brides, and therefore their marriage involves a higher net 

transfer (e.g. a higher dowry) to the groom or the groom's family."(Wahhaj, 2015). 

 
29 https://www.kent.ac.uk/economics/staff/profiles/zaki-wahhaj.html 
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Therefore, minors and their families tend to accept underage marriage. They consider that  

the age of marriage affects a girl’s quality, increased age making her less desirable and 

decreasing her quality. Wahhaj argues that intervention in the marriage market can limit the 

prevalence of child marriage, taking into account that raising the awareness of the negative 

consequences of child marriage can provide parents with incentives to postpone marriage for 

their children and provide adolescents with opportunities to improve their skills and find 

alternatives to a traditional path of marriage, which will increase their outside options and 

thus increase their ability to negotiate in the marriage market (Wahhaj, 2015). 

Wahhaj also recognizes that large-scale interventions could have an impact on the 

marriage market, where increasing a minor’s (or her family’s) ability to negotiate will make the 

potential bride less desirable in the marriage market. Some minors may turn down marriage offers 

to take advantage of opportunities provided by interventions. The long-term impact of such 

interventions may well exceed the impact on the first cohort exposed to them (Wahhaj, 2015). 

 

4. The Relevance of the Chosen Theory to this Study  

The selected theories helped the researcher understand and analyze the phenomenon of 

child marriage among Syrian refugees, distinguishing between two types of child marriage 

depending on the opinion of the minor girl in marriage, where the minor in a child marriage is 

either forced to marry or consents to marry. 

  Forced Child Marriage: a minor may be forced to marry even after an explicit 

rejection of the idea of marriage; the parent or guardian may make the marriage decision 

and force the minor to enter into a marriage. Forced child marriage is rooted in the male 

dominance system. According to the FMF (Feminist Majority Foundation), child 

marriage is four times more likely for Syrian refugees than it was for Syrian girls before 

the war because parents are forcing their daughters to marry30. Some feminists go 

further and consider child marriage to amount to rape, and they believe that sexual 

violence and domestic servitude are part and parcel of life for child brides31. Therefore, 

this researcher considers that the application of feminist theory based on gender 

inequality can explain the reasons for forced child marriage. 

 Consensual Child Marriage is when the minor agrees to marry, and what distinguishes 

this marriage from compulsory child marriage is that the marriage is done with the 

 
30 https://feminist.org/blog/index.php/2019/06/21/the-safety-of-refugee-girls-in-lebanon-is-in-crisis/ 
31 https://www.feminist.com/resources/artspeech/inter/girlsnotbrides.html 
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consent of the minor as a result of external pressures. A minor in this type of marriage 

might not want to marry, yet agrees because his\her interest requires it. This researcher 

sees that this type of marriage is rooted in social exchange theory, where the minor 

seeks a reward despite the costs that will be incurred. Therefore, the application of the 

theory of social exchange explains why some minors accept marriage in order to gain 

social reward. Sometimes a minor seeks marriage and wants it, entering the marriage 

market in order to get a partner. In such cases, the application of child marriage theory 

provides explanations.  
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CHAPTER V METHODOLOGY 

 Introduction 

This chapter contains the research site and the study approach and describes the study 

samples,  and the methodology that was used in this study, the data collection and analyzing 

methods, the data collection tools, ethical considerations, and finally the challenges 

encountered and their solutions. 

1. Research Site 

The geographical area of study was Maqne, a town in Baalbek District, Lebanon. A 

camp of 600 Syrian refugees was set up in the wake of a violent dispute between Syrian 

refugees and the Lebanese Civil Defense. This camp is suffering from a total absence of 

services like electricity, water, and sanitation, and is and twenty minutes’ distance from the 

nearest market. According to the Syria-Direct newspaper, the camp receives no aid from 

UNHCR; therefore, the lives of the refugees depend on the camp’s supervisor, who employs 

refugees in agriculture or workshops32. 

According to Bashir Khodr, the head of Baalbek-Hermel Governorate, there are 

hundreds of camps in Baalbek, and the lives of refugees who live in those camps depend on 

aid provided by NGOs such as UNHCR, while the politicians blame refugees for Lebanon's 

deteriorating economy. Nasser Yassin33 explains how difficult life can get for refugees: 

"There is zero tolerance for anything they do, and there are more and more campaigns 

against them. For instance, they are under immense pressure to shut down their small 

businesses."34 

Rural Women Development Association (RWDA)35 is a local NGO founded in 2001 

with the aim of improving the status of rural women in general and contributing to raising the 

level of women's cultural, social, health, and professional status. With the beginning of the 

displacement of Syrians to Lebanon, the RWDA expanded its activities to include Syrian 

refugee women. RWDA supports refugees in Maqne camp by organizing training courses on 

various types of handicrafts, food, health, and education 
 

32 https://syriadirect.org/news/syrian-refugees-relocated-to-%E2%80%9Cmiserable-campsite%E2%80%9D-
following-dispute-with-lebanese-civil-defence-2/ 
33 The director of research at the Issam Fares Institute at the American University of Beirut 
34 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/lebanon-deir-al-ahma-incident-displaced-600-refugees-
190609095940222.html 
35 http://www.legallaw.ul.edu.lb/LawView.aspx?opt=view&LawID=179335 
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2. The study samples 

The sample of the study consisted of 20 Syrian refugee girls who live in Maqne camp 

who were married before the age of eighteen and whose marriage is new or not more than 

eight years old, to ensure that the marriage took place after the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 

2011. Participants were selected from girls who lived in Maqne camp at the time of their 

marriage; their current place of residence does not play any role. Ten consenting participants 

were interviewed, five consenting participants were recruited daily on 3rd and 4th October 

2019. 

 

3. Methodology 

Due to the nature of the study and the objectives it seeks to achieve--a deep 

understanding of the prevalence of underage marriage among Syrian refugees and the role of 

war in the incidence of these practices--and based on the questions that the study seeks to 

answer, the researcher chose the descriptive case study design to achieve an in-depth 

understanding of the prevalence of child marriage among Syrian refugees in refugee camps. 

A descriptive case study design is a focused and detailed profile of a subject, in which 

questions about a phenomenon are carefully scrutinized (Mills, Durepos, & Wiebe, 2010). 

Case study design is a type of mixed-methods study in which the data collection, results, and 

integration are used to provide in-depth evidence for a case or multiple casesor develop cases 

for comparative analysis. The case or multiple cases provide the culminating or ending 

activity of the mixed-methods study. A case may be an individual, an organization, or an 

activity that is bounded by specific criteria (Creswell, Clark, 2017, p. 176). 

The descriptive case study design is consistent with the basic idea of a case study that 

focuses on developing a detailed understanding of a case (or multiple cases) by gathering 

diverse sources of data. Descriptive profiles of the case(s) can provide a detailed level of 

information about the case(s) that offers a realistic picture (Creswell, Clark, 2017, p. 179). 

When applying the case study design, the study typically begins or ends with the 

identification, description, and interpretation of the cases based on multiple sources of 

quantitative and qualitative data (Creswell, Clark, 2017, p. 176). The case study design is 

based on an in-depth study of a specific stage or all stages of the sample history to reach 

scientific generalizations when comparing the study samples with other similar samples. 
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Therefore, the researcher should go deeper into the study of different samples; sufficiency on 

the external description of the study subject does not achieve the objective of the study ( ,الدين

2008). 

This researcher chose this mixed design to illustrate the variety of possibilities of 

cases in order to identify areas for further research and to provide informal details about child 

marriage among Syrian refugees in Lebanon. However, the researcher will face challenges 

when using this complex design, such as identifying the criteria for selection of cases and 

deciding on the number of cases that might best portray the diversity of cases possible.  

4. Data Collection methods 

To apply this mixed case study design, the researcher started by collecting 

quantitative data through the questionnaire (Appendix A). The questionnaire consists of four 

parts: 1- General data such as age and level of education at marriage; 2 - Questions 

concerning the causes of child marriage among Syrian refugees; 3- Questions concerning the 

consequences of child marriage among Syrian refugees; 4- Open-ended questions concerning 

participants' opinions and suggestions. Then the researcher proceeded to collect qualitative 

data through interviews (Appendix C) in the field; the interview guide consists of a set of 

questions for those girls who married before the age of eighteen. The interview guide was 

designed based on the objective of the study. Arabic is the mother tongue of both the 

researcher and the participants, so both qualitative and quantitative data were collected in 

Arabic then translated into English. 

 The rationale of this approach is that the quantitative data and their subsequent 

analysis provide a general understanding of the research problem, while the qualitative data 

and their analysis refine and explain those statistical results by exploring participants' views 

in more depth (Creswell, Clark, 2017, p. 155).  

5. Data analysis method 

The narrative analysis method was used to analyze the qualitative data collected 

through interviews with the subjects, observations of the camp, and comments by social 

activists. Narrative analysis often involves reformulating stories presented by people in 

different contexts and based on their different experiences36. The focus was on evaluated and 

interpreted qualitative data so that both the researcher and the reader can gain knowledge and 
 

36 https://cirt.gcu.edu/research/developmentresources/research_ready/qualitative/analyzing_data 
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understanding from the study, as well as enabling the researcher to provide an overall 

explanation of the findings. Quantitative data were analyzed using Sofa-statistics version 

1.5.2 and Microsoft Excel 

6. Ethical Considerations 

Child marriage is a sensitive subject to discuss; therefore, protecting the 

confidentiality and privacy of participants, obtaining informed consent, and paying attention 

to vulnerable girls are the most critical ethical issues that the researcher must  consider 

(Shahriari, Shirmohammadi, Kohan, & Shamsi-Gooshki, 2018). 

The protection of the participants’ rights and confidentiality and anonymity took 

center stage in the research process. Full consent (Appendix B) of participants was sought 

before commencing the interviews. The participants were informed about the aim of this 

study without any deception or exaggeration and were guaranteed the right to withdraw at 

any stage. Respecting the dignity of the participants was also a focus of this study, so the 

research team avoided using offensive, discriminatory, or otherwise unacceptable language. 

Arabic is the mother tongue of the research team and the participants, so there was no need 

for an interpreter. 

The study ensured a high degree of privacy in the data collection and storage by 

allowing only the research team accessibility.  The records were kept under the custody of the 

overall researcher as soon as they were collected and were not released to any unauthorized 

person. During data collection and analysis, the research team used pseudonyms instead of 

participants' names. 

The research team adopted a "No Harm" principle in this study, in the sense that this 

research should not cause any harm to the participants, so a social worker was present to 

provide psychological support. Participants also received the contact details of the social 

worker and the researcher to ensure support and protection throughout the study and 

dissemination. 

 

7. Challenges Encountered and their Solutions 

The first challenge was to find a headquarters for the research team to interview the 

participants as the study site is remote and there was no possibility for on-site headquarters. 
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Thanks go to RWDA, Rural Women Development Association, for providing their 

headquarters in Maqne - 12 km away from the camp- to carry out the interviews with the 

participants.  

The most difficult challenge was access to the camp, which is located in a remote area 

and is not accessible by public transportation. The researcher had to rent a private car with a 

driver, which was very expensive. The private car was used to transport participants between 

the camp and the research team headquarters. 

Matters relating to marriages are quite intimate, personal and emotional. Inquiries into 

such phenomena are unwelcome in Middle Eastern societies, especially if these inquiries are 

made by a male. Some of the participants refused to interview by a male, so the researcher 

hired a female interviewer. Again, thanks to RWDA for offering one of their professional 

female interviewers. The interviewer is a social worker who has worked within RWDA since 

2016 conducting interviews with the beneficiaries of RWDA activities; therefore, she has 

already gained the participants' confidence. Although the interviewer is already an 

experienced professional, the researcher subjected her to a 3-day course to introduce her to 

ethical issues and the purposes of this research. 

Finally, some of the participants have had previous negative experiences of being 

interviewed, stating that the journalists have recorded their interviews without permission and 

then published them in the local newspapers and on television stations. Therefore, the 

presence of a trustworthy person, such as RWDA employee, was essential for accomplishing 

this research successfully.  
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CHAPTER VII RESULTs AND ANALYSIS 

1 Quantitative data 

 

1-1. General data of participants 

 The age variable 

Chart 1 Study sample depending on the age variable 

 

This chart shows that most married minors in the study sample were between 14 and 16 years of 

age at the time of marriage. 75 percent of the study sample in this age group, while 25 percent 

were in the rest of the age groups. 

 The age difference between husband and wife 

Chart 2 the age difference between husband and wife 
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Chart 2 shows that in all cases of child marriage in the study sample, the husband was 

older than the wife, and in 80 percent of the cases, the age difference between husband 

and wife was 10-20 years. Only 20 percent of the respondents had an age difference 

between husband and wife of less than 10 years.  

 The education level of the minors and their parents 

Chart 3 the education level of the minors at marriage 

 

Chart 3 shows that in all cases of child marriage in the study sample, the education 

level of the minor was below the secondary level; 45 percent of married minors are 

uneducated, and 35 percent completed primary education. 

 The education level of the minors 

Chart 4 the current education level of the minors  
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Chart 4 shows the current level of education of married minors in the study sample, 

and it is noted that there is no improvement in the level of education, which means that 

minors did not continue their education after marriage. 

 Minors parents’ education level 

Chart 5 father education level                     Chart 6 mother education level 

 

Charts 5-6 show the education level of the married minors’ parents; it is noted that the 

father and mother have the same level of education. Slightly more than half were 

uneducated, and in all cases, parents did not complete secondary education. 

 Marital status of minors currently 

Chart 7 the marital status of minors currently 

 

Chart 7 shows the current marital status of minors in the study sample, and notes that 

approximately half of the married minors got divorced. 
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 The number of family members of the minors at marriage. 

Chart 8 show the number of family members in the minors’ birth families 

 

This graph shows the high rate of child marriage among large families, 80 percent of 

child marriages were in families of four or more members. 

 Number of children 

Chart 9 number of children 

 

Chart 9 shows the number of children the members of the study sample have: 75 

percent of married minors have one or two children; 20 percent have 3-4 children; only 

5 percent have more than five children. 
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1-2. The causes of child marriage among Syrian refugees  

 

 Marriage Type 

Chart 10 the marriage type  

 

Chart 9 shows that 65 percent of child marriages are forced, while 35 percent are 

consensual. 

 

Chart 11 Marriage decision-maker in forced marriage 

 

In 60 percent of forced child marriage cases, the decision to marry was made by the 

minors' father, while in 30 percent of the cases, the decision was made by other family 

members such as brothers or uncles. 
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Chart 12 Reasons for acceptance in consensual child marriage 

 

Seven underage girls from the study sample agreed to marry. War and refugee life were 

the motives for three girls, while poverty was the motive for two of them Traditions and 

customs were the reason for one of the participants to accept the marriage, and one of the 

participants thought that it was in her best interest  to marry, so she agreed.  

 The causes of child marriage 

Chart 13 the causes of child marriage 

 

Chart 12 shows the causes of child marriage according to the study participants: 45 

percent see wars, displacement, and asylum as the cause of child marriage, while 35 

percent see poverty as the cause of child marriage. 
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1-3. The consequences of child marriage among Syrian refugees 

 

 Health problems 

 Chart 14 health problems faced by minors as a result of early marriage 

 

Chart 13 shows that 45 percent of minors had pregnancy complications, while 40 percent 

had sexual health issues, and 15 percent had mental health issues. 

 

 Social problems  

 Chart 15 social problems faced by minors as a result of early marriage 

 

Chart 14 shows that 45 percent of married minors have been subjected to sexual 

abuse, while 25 percent have been subjected to violence and bullying. 
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 Marriage registration  

No marriage was registered according to the study sample, so the percentage of 

unregistered marriage was 100 percent. 

 Positive effects of child marriage 

According to one participant, the marriage provided her with food and shelter; before 

her marriage, she was homeless and had no food. 

 

1-4. Participants' opinions and suggestions 

All participants expressed regret because they got married early and wished they had 

completed their education or spent their childhood like the rest of the children. Most of the 

participants recommended a strict law setting the age of marriage and applying it to everyone, 

including refugees, but they did not agree on what that minimum age should be.  Suggestions 

for a minimum age were 16, 17, and18. Few participants recommended raising awareness of 

the risks of child marriage, and few recommended training courses for minors to introduce 

them to early marriage risks. 

 

2 Qualitative data 

2-1. The causes of child marriage among Syrian refugees 

Here, the researcher presents the reasons for child marriage in descending order. The 

most frequent among the participants first.  

 Many participants confirmed that living in the asylum camp prompted their parents to 

accept the marriage of their minor daughter. Laila, who came to the camp from the 

countryside near Damascus in 2013, said  

“I spent with my mother and little sister many nights scared; we were alone since my 

father died during the shelling of our city, many teenagers in the camp harassed us. 

Marriage brokers in the camp offered my mother to marry her minor daughter to a man 

in his thirties for a thousand dollars, which my mother strongly rejected, but as 

harassment increased, my mother agreed.” 

The war in Syria forced many families to flee from their homes and live in one-room 

tents in the refugee camps; the length of stay in these tents prompted many parents to 
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marry their daughters in order to reduce the number of family members and ease 

congestion in their shared quarters. Maha, 14, married to a 36-year-old man, said 

"We were a family of nine living in a 12 square meter tent. In Homs, we had a 

spacious house with seven bedrooms, but the war forced us to flee. The groom promised 

to take us out of the camp and rent a house for my family in addition to finding work for 

my father,which prompted my father to agree, but he did not keep his promises; after six 

months I was divorced and pregnant." 

 Poverty. More than a quarter of respondents see poverty as a cause of child marriage 

among Syrian refugees. Samira said 

 "We had no food after the UNHCR canceled our aid because of the lack of resources. 

Within months, my family was submerged in debt. My father was offered $2,000 to 

accept my marriage. He immediately accepted." 

 Ignorance and lack of education. Approximately half of the study samplewere 

uneducated, and their parents were also ignorant or only had primary education. The 

study sample confirmed that there is no school for Syrian refugees in their camp, and 

they are not allowed to study in Lebanese schools due to a lack of places. This 

motivated them to marry because they find in marriage a kind of stability that is better 

than sitting in a tent with nothing to do. 

2-2. The consequences of child marriage among Syrian refugees 

 

 Social problems.  

 

 Through interviews, the researcher found that the inability to make decisions was the 

most frequent problem. Here are some of the participants' statements. 

"My son got sick once, and I could not call my husband. We waited until the next day 

for my husband to return home. I feared that my husband would be angry if he went to 

the hospital without his okay." 

"I am hesitant to choose my clothes." 

"I do not do anything without referring to my husband." 



 

 
       

44 

"I am afraid to say anything; my husband will blame me if I make mistakes." 

 Many of the participants expressed the feeling that their husbands only wants them to 

have children and sex; they mentioned that their husbands are interested only in 

satisfying their own sexual instincts and having children one after another and are not 

interested in their wives’ health. 

 Marital problems between spouses. These problems were due to the minor refusing to 

have sex, the intervention of the husband's family in the private marital life, and 

husbands’ failure to meet the emotional needs of their wives. 

 The minors feel isolated. Most of the participants expressed that they feel ashamed, and 

this prevents them from engaging in social duties, such as socializing with other people. 

One respondent said: 

"I was ashamed after my marriage because I was pregnant; I was trying to hide my 

belly so that no one knew I was pregnant. People were asking me why I got married; I 

do not have answers to their questions; I do not know why I got married; their words 

are cruel to me."  

 Assigning the minor household chores that she cannot do. Half of the study participants 

encountered this problem. One participant said: 

"My husband was asking me to cook some dishes that I do not know how to cook, 

especially old ones, and he gets angry when I tell him I do not know." 

 Beating by the husband. More than a third of the study sample had been beaten by their 

husbands. 

 Health and psychological problems. 

Here, health problems are presented first followed by psychological issues. 

 

 Health problems 

 

 Bleeding on the wedding night. A quarter of the study sample had bleeding on the 

wedding night, and one of the participants suffered unconsciousness (fainting) on the 

wedding night. Two of the participants said that the reason was their husbands’ violence. 

 Disorders of the menstrual cycle. More than half of the participants had menstrual 

disorders after marriage. 
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 Pain during sex. Most of the study sample and experienced pain during sex. From the 

participants' perspective, the reasons were a lack of desire for sex and their husbands’ 

violence. One participant said: 

"I was in pain, I went to the hospital to find out the cause of that pain, and I 

knew it was infections, the doctor recommended us not to have sex for a while, 

but my husband did not abide and forced me to have sex causing hysterectomy 

due to infections." 

 Complications associated with minor's pregnancy. More than half of the sample were 

diagnosed with anemia, from the beginning of the marriage to the second pregnancy, and 

many of them continued to be anemic. 

 Abortion \ miscarriage. Interviews showed that three of the participants were aborted 

and two had a miscarriage under the age of sixteen . 

 Cesarean delivery and premature birth. Four participants underwent birth by cesarean 

section and two had premature babies. 

 

 psychological issues 

 

 Shock. All the participants were subjected to so-called “first-night shock” because they 

did not have sexual knowledge. Furthermore, they were shocked by their new 

responsibilities and stated that their expectations of marriage were very different from 

reality. They had expected that marriage would mean buying new clothes, buying 

jewelry, having a separate house or room, having children, wearing a white dress, having 

a party, and other things that girls dream of before marriage. 

 Loneliness. More than half of the participants felt lonely in the first years of their 

marriage. When the researcher asked about the reasons for their loneliness they answered  

"Whatever my husband and I talked about, I feel he will not understand me." 

"I hated my husband, and I preferred to remain silent; I would not talk to him." 

"I was afraid of my husband and afraid to talk to him, so I feel alone in my 

house." 

"My husband spends his time with his friends, and I am alone at home." 

 Anxiety. Half of the participants experience anxiety. They said: 

"I always worry about my husband's family influence on my husband." 

"I am worried about my parents because my husband stopped me from visiting 

them." 



 

 
       

46 

"My husband does not trust me; he checks my phone every day; I became 

worried if I get a message or call." 

"When I am not doing my duty." 

"When my husband asks me some food, I feel nervous and anxious." 

 Stress. Most of the participants were suffering from stress. One of the respondents sees 

that there are many responsibilities placed on the minor, especially if she lives with her 

husband's family. 

"My mother-in-law was always scolding me and saying: You have to endure 

everything like other wives. When our neighbors visit us, I do not like to sit with 

adults; I like to sit with kids, play with them, I feel more comfortable with them, 

unlike adults.” 

 Losing the self-confidence and crying.  Half of the study participants encountered this 

problem; they said: 

"I feel scared and hesitant when I do anything at home." 

"When there is a problem between my husband's family and me, I do not dare to 

defend myself; I prefer to keep quiet or cry." 

 

2-3. Participants' opinions and suggestions 

 End the war and let Syrians return to their homes in Syria. 

 Activate laws that criminalize child marriage. 

 Increase financial support for Syrian refugees. 

 Open schools in Syrian refugee camps. 
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CHAPTER VII DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Introduction 

After presenting the findings in the previous chapter, in this chapter the researcher 

will discuss, explain, and clarify the results by linking them to previous studies as well as the 

theories used in this study. The chapter concludes with recommendations. 

This study sought to achieve a deeper understanding of the prevalence of underage 

marriage among Syrian refugees; to highlight the role of war in the incidence of these 

practices within that group; and to further understand the social, psychological, and health-

related problems associated with child marriage. Through the findings the researcher 

observed that child marriage is a multifaceted issue. During the data collection stage, many 

problems associated with child marriage emerged that the researcher had not known about 

previously; this was due to the data collection tools and their relevance to the study sample, 

which gave responders room to express their problems without restrictions. 

1. Discussion 

1-1. Discussion of the participants' general data 

 Age at marriage. The study sample consisted of minors who had married before the age 

of  eighteen. The quantitative data shows that 90 percent of married minors participating 

in this study  were married between the ages of 13 and 16, 10 percent were married at the 

age of 17, and none were married before the age of 13. This shows that parents believe 

that girls become eligible for marriage when they are 13 years old. On the other hand, 

there are no marriages of girls below the age of 13 years; this indicates that there is a 

trend among Syrian refugees towards delaying marriage until at least the age of 13, as 

marriage at less than 13 was prevalent in the past: in interviews, some participants 

reported that their mothers had married when they were younger than 13. 

 Educational level of the study sample. The researcher wanted to go deeper into this 

variable to reach an essential result. Therefore, it was divided into two  categories: 

educational level before marriage and after. The quantitative data shows that 45 percent 

of the participants were uneducated and 35 percent had only a primary education, which 

means that Syrian refugees suffer from ignorance and lack of education. During 
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interviews, participants confirmed that there is no school for Syrian refugees in Maqne 

camp, and they are not allowed to study in Lebanese schools due to a lack of places. 

Ratios remained constant for before and after marriage, which indicates that married 

minors leave school when they get married. During interviews, participants explained 

their lack of education, attributing it to their husbands’ refusal to allow them to go to 

school and to the lack of schools in camp and places in Lebanese schools. These results 

are consistent with Al-Sabawi’s study (2007: pp107), who found that 80 percent of her 

study sample left school after marriage. 

This researcher sees that the lack of education among Syrian minors before marriage 

is caused by war, but after marriage it is caused by marriage itself. And the lack of 

education for women hinders social development and leads to the disruption of women's 

potential. 

 Age difference between husband and wife. The quantitative data shows that in all 

marriages in the study sample, the husband was older than the wife, and in 80 percent the 

age difference between husband and wife was 10 to 20 years. This indicates that parents 

do not view the age difference between the spouses as a critical factor for a successful 

marriage.  

Comparing age difference data between the spouses with divorce rates among the 

study sample (which reached 45 percent) indicates a relationship between age difference 

and divorce: the greater age difference, the higher the divorce rate. These results are 

consistent with Saja (2011), who also showed that the difference in ages between the 

bride and husband is a factor in increased divorce rate in child marriages. During 

interviews, participants described a lack of consensus between them, on one side, and the 

husband and his family on the other: married minors see themselves as children, while the 

husband and his family see them as wives and mothers. 

1-2. Discussion of the causes of child marriage 

 War, displacement, and poverty. The quantitative data shows that 45 percent of the 

study samplesee wars, displacement, and asylum as causes of child marriage, while 35 

percent see poverty as the cause. This suggests that parents see their minor daughters as 

economic and social burdens and tend to get rid of them through marriage as soon as they 

have a chance. These results are consistent with Izeldeen (2014), who also indicated that 
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underage marriage is used as a survival strategy. Some of the interviewees confirmed that 

their parents had seen them as a burden that had to be discarded. 

 Number of family members at the time of marriage. This variable indicates the 

number of family members in the birth family of the minor at the time of her marriage. 

The researcher divided this variable into three groups: 1-3, 4-6, and 7-9 family members. 

The quantitative data shows that 20 percent of respondents belong to the first group (1-3 

family members), 55 percent to the second group (4-6) and 25 percent to the third group 

(7-9). This indicates the tendency of large families to accept the marriage of their 

underage daughters, while in smaller families, the minor daughters are less likely to be 

married off. One of the participants in the interview indicated that the reason for her 

marriage was the large number of family members living in a small tent. 

 Parents’ education level. The quantitative data shows that 100 percent of married 

minors' parents did not complete secondary education, and 55 percent were entirely 

uneducated. This indicates that a low level of education is accompanied by an increase in 

the prevalence of child marriage. These results are consistent with Almuselhe (2011), 

who revealed that a low level of education is a direct cause of widespread child marriage. 

During the interviews, one of the participants confirmed that her friend's father, an 

engineer, was more interested in pursuing his children's education; therefore, he refused 

marriage offers. 

 

1-3. Discussion of the consequences of child marriage  

 Inability and not being allowed to make decisions. Most of the participants confirmed 

in interviews that they were either unable or not allowed to make decisions. While male 

domination is the reason that a minor is not allowed to make decisions, the researcher 

believes that the inability of the minor wife to make decisions can be attributed to her 

youth and lack of experience in life. Also, married minors face all the normal 

psychological and mental challenges related to adolescence. The ability to make family 

decisions, about issues such as pregnancy or social duties, must be accompanied by an 

awareness of what these decisions may entail.  

 

 Sexual abuse. The quantitative data shows that 45 percent of married minors have been 

subjected to sexual abuse. During interviews, many participants mentioned that their 
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husbands are only interested in satisfying their own sexual instincts. This indicates a trend 

in society that the husband has the right to have sex with his wife despite her objections. 

 
 Violence. The quantitative data shows that 25 percent of the participants have been 

subjected to violence and bullying and more than a third have been beaten by their 

husbands. This reinforces the concept of ownership in societies where men see wives as 

private property. Minors have faced various forms of violence, from verbal and moral 

abuse to beatings, imprisonment, and torture. This researcher sees child marriage as 

contributing to this violence because child marriage puts the minor girl in in a direct 

relationship with an adult man who considers her his property over which he has 

complete control. 

 Psychological problems such as shock, anxiety, loneliness, and loss of self-

confidence. The research methodology and data collection tools helped the researcher 

discover these problems where the case study approach and mixed methods enabled the 

researcher to achievea deeper understanding of the subject and develop a detailed 

knowledge of the case. The researcher considers that these problems are signs of the 

psychological neglect of the minor, either by the husband or by society or both. 

 
 Sexual health issues. The quantitative data shows that 40 percent of respondents had 

sexual health issues, and during interviews, participants expressed these problems, 

including vaginal bleeding, disorders of the menstrual cycle, and pain during sex. This 

confirms that minors face sexual violence in child marriages, where vaginal bleeding is a 

common symptom of rape and sexual violence. These results are consistent with Erulkar 

(2013), who revealed that minors in child marriage were forced to have sex in married 

life. 

 
 Complications of pregnancy. The quantitative data shows that 45 percent of respondents 

had health complications related to pregnancy, and during interviews, participants 

revealed the nature of these complications: anemia, premature birth and cesarean 

delivery, and miscarriage. These results are consistent with Cissé & Iknane (2008), who 

clarified the relationship between early marriage and reproductive health issues. This 

researcher sees that these complications put the life of the minors in danger; child 

marriage exposes minors to the risk of death or permanent disability, such as vaginal 

resection. 
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2. The role of theories used in this research 

The researcher structured this research based on three theories: Radical Feminist 

Theory, Social Exchange Theory, and Child Marriage Theory. By applying these 

theories, the researcher was able to understand and explain the phenomenon of child 

marriage among Syrian refugee and predict the study’s findings. 

The researcher predicted the existence of two types of child marriage--forced and 

consensual. This is confirmed by the study’s quantitative data, which shows that 65 

percent of child marriages among the study sample are forced, while 35 percent are 

consensual. 

Feminist theory explains the prevalence of forced child marriages, where male 

dominance in Middle Eastern societies is the norm; men, fathers most often, forcie a 

minor girl to accept the marriage without giving her an opportunity to express her 

opinion, which contributes to the prevalence of child marriage practices. The findings of 

this study confirm that verbal, physical, and sexual violence against married minors is 

also due to male dominance in Middle Eastern societies. 

As for consensual child marriage, this study’s findings show that 35 percent of 

marriages among the study sample were consensual and confirms that child marriage is 

used as a survival strategy by minors and their families. These consensual marriages are 

explained by social exchange theory and child marriage theory, whichexplain how 

minors and their families either seek social rewards or exploit entry into the marriage-

market. 

   

Finally, the findings of this study show that 45 percent of child marriages among the 

study sample ended in divorce. The reason for this high rate is the inequality between the 

adult husband and the minor wife. While inequality has led to divorce in some cases, 

some couples continue in a relationship that is unsatisfactory for one or both parties. This 

is explained by social exchange theory: in order for a relationship to continue, there must 

be a balance between giving and taking by the two parties; if one or both parties rely on 

taking without giving or giving without taking, the relationship will break and fade away. 

The finding of this study also confirm that the minor is often subjected to various forms 

of verbal, physical, and sexual violence, and these violent practices are explained by 

social exchange theory, where they are considered to be punishment for the minor’s 
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failure to meet the expectations of the adult husband. This theory suggests that if one 

party fails to meet the expectations of the other, the one who feels that injustice will try to 

punish the other. 

 

 

3. Conclusion 

Children live in harsh conditions as a result of their presence in areas of armed 

conflict. Then they are forced to flee with their families and live almost permanently in 

refugee camps. Living in refugee camps presents multiple levels of challenge for anyone 

forced to seek shelter in them and face the most significant challenges: they are exposed to 

severe violations of their rights under international conventions, including child marriage and 

the lack of education. This researcher insists that the most severe violation of children’s 

rights is early marriage, because within these so-called marriages, children suffer from 

various forms of abuse, including sexual violence, physical violence, and verbal violence as 

well as being deprived of education. Although men are the main perpetrators of violence, the 

general situation in the refugee camps, including the lack of support for camp residents and 

the lack of penal laws to protect children, adds to an environment that leads to the prevalence 

of child marriage practices within this vulnerable group of refugees. 

Several themes and recommendations have emerged from this research. Consideration 

of these themes will help policy-makers and decision-makers working in the field to better 

design interventions aimed at supporting the marginalised groups. 

 

4. Recommendations 

 

 Recommendation for further research 

 The study was carried out in a small refugee camp, and the study sample was very 

limited, so precaution needs to be taken in generalising the findings. Based on that I 

recommend further research in the refugee camps, interviewing more married minors as 

well as aid workers and others who have contact with and/or responsibility for them, 

including, perhaps, parents of married minors and even husbands if at all possible. 
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 Expanding further research to include more camps and extensive interviews with 

respondents who would be willing to participate further. 

 

 Recommendations for local national government 

 The findings of this study show that there is male dominance in Middle Eastern society 

that is reflected in marginalised groups, including refugees, women, and children, which 

has led to an increase in child marriage practices and violations of children's rights 

within the local community and refugee camps. Therefore, the researcher sees that 

national governments must meet the obligations they have under international 

agreements, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on 

the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Adhering to the terms 

of these agreements will have positive impacts on society and will contribute to 

reducing the prevalence of the violations of women's and children's rights. 

 The results showed that married minors faced various forms of violence; therefore, the 

authorities should reform or enact gender-sensitive laws to ensure that women, children 

and marginalised groups do not suffer abuse and support these laws by deterrent 

penalties, such as imprisonment, and provide a hotline for reporting those abuses under 

the supervision of a committee of social workers and police officers to take the 

necessary action.  

 

 Recommendations for local organizations  

 Intensifying awareness campaigns by specialists and consultants, organising workshops 

that target parents and minor girls to introduce the subject of child marriage and its risks 

and the current and future problems resulting therefrom. 

 Provide support to married minors through establishing psychological and social 

counselling centres, whose mission would be to introduce minors to the requirements of 

marital and family life, including how to deal with children and the surrounding 

community; provide education and employment opportunities; and raise awareness 

about family planning. 

 Organize courses for children and their parents to introduce them to children’s rights in 

national laws and international conventions and explain the harmful effects of violation 

of these rights. Preferably include in these courses short and straightforward films about  
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the problems of child marriage, under the supervision of a group of specialists, doctors, 

social workers, and psychologists. 

 

 Recommendations for NGOs 

 Provide financial support to refugees to cover the expenses of raising their children so 

they do not resort to child marriage in order to rid themselves of these burdens. In 

addition, increase financial support for local partners and ensure that this support is used 

correctly and legitimately to improve refugees' lives and address their problems.  

 Develope refugee camps so that the size of tents is commensurate with the size of the 

family living in  them.  Establish schools and health centres in the camps. However, 

since these camps have become almost permanent, provide adequate security necessary 

to reduce human trafficking, sexual abuse, and violence.   
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A: QUESTIONNAIRE 

Respondent consent for participation in the research. 

Research title: Child marriage practices among Syrians in refugee camps 

Researcher: Alaa.k Alking 

Department of Theology, Uppsala University 

Visiting address: 

Sweden, Uppsala 

Engelska parken, Thunbergsvägen 3 B 

Mailing address: Box 511, 751 20 Uppsala, Phone: +46 18 4712295 

I am carrying out a study on Child marriage practices among Syrians in refugee 

camps. I want to request your permission to participate in this research which will form part 

of my master thesis. The research will require you to answer a set of questions from a 

questionnaire. Your data will be recorded and analyzed for study purposes only. There is no 

need to write your name or what indicates your personality on the questionnaire. There are no 

correct and wrong answers; all the information you provide will be appreciated as long as it 

expresses your personal experiences. All the information given in this study will be kept 

confidential throughout the study and dissemination. Your participation in this research is 

voluntary; you may withdraw from the study at any stage. 

 

Thank you in advance for your response. 

Signature                 Date 
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Part I:  

1. Education level at marriage? 

Uneducated 

 

Primary Below secondary Secondary College 

 

2. Education level now? 

Uneducated 

 

Primary Below secondary Secondary College 

 

3. Age at marriage? (in years) 

10-13 

 

14 15 16 17 

 

4. What is your marital status now? 

Single  

 

Married Separated Divorced Windowed 

 

5. Your parents’ marital status at marriage? 

Single  

 

Married Separated Divorced Windowed 

 

6. What is the number of your family members at marriage?  
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I was lonely 

 

1-3 4-6 7-9 10 or More 

 

7. How many years have you been in marriage? (In years) 

Less than 1 

 

1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 

 

8. Is your husband older than you? 

Yes No 

 

 If yes, how many years older than you? 

Less than 5 

 

6-10 11-15 16-20 More than 20 

 

9. Do you have children? 

Yes No 

 

 If yes, how many children? 

1-2 

 

3-4 5-6 7-8 9 or More 
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Part II:  

1. What is the educational level of your parents? 

 Father: 

 

Uneducated 

 

Primary Below secondary Secondary College 

 

 Mother: 

Uneducated 

 

Primary Below secondary Secondary College 

 

2. What is the type of your marriage? 

Forced marriage Consensual 

 

 If forced marriage, who made the marriage decision? 

Father  

Mother  

Family members  

Other  ……………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 If consensual marriage, why you accepted? 

Poverty  
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Social customs and traditions  

Ware, Displacement, and Asylum  

The best interest of the girl  

Other  ……………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………….. 

 

3. In your opinion, what is the cause of child marriage among Syrian refugees? 

Poverty  

Social customs and traditions  

Ware, Displacement, and Asylum  

Religion  

The best interest of the girl  

Other  ……………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………….. 
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Part III:  

1. Have you experienced health problems because of your married life? 

Yes No 

 

 If yes, like what? 

Pregnancy complications  

Sexual Health Issues  

Mental Health Issues  

Other  ……………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………….. 

 

2. Have you experienced social problems because of your married life? 

Yes No 

 

 If yes, like what? 

Violence, Bullying  

Sexual abuse  

Gender discrimination, Child 

abuse 

 

Isolation, Anti-social behavior  

Alcohol abuse, Drug abuse  
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Homelessness, Hunger, and 

Unemployment 

 

Other  …………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………….. 

 

3. Is your marriage registered? 

Yes No 

 

 If yes, where and how? 

…………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Are there positive effects of child marriage? 

Yes No 

 

 If yes, what is the most positive effect? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5. What do you think are the other effects of child marriage? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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67 

Part IV 

1. Do you regret your marriage at an early age? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What is your thought towards child marriage? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What is the local community's attitude towards child marriage? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What are your views toward reducing child marriage prevalence or minimize its 

undesirable effects? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

 
       

68 

APPENDIX B: CONSENT FORM 

Respondent consent for participation in the research. 

Research title: Child marriage practices among Syrians in refugee camps 

Researcher: Alaa.k Alking 

Department of Theology, Uppsala University 

Visiting address: 

Sweden, Uppsala 

Engelska parken, Thunbergsvägen 3 B 

Mailing address: Box 511, 751 20 Uppsala, Phone: +46 18 4712295 

I am carrying out a study on Child marriage practices among Syrians in refugee camps. If you 

agree, I will invite you for an interview and informal conversations on this subject. The 

interview will take 45 minutes to one hour, and subsequent discussion may follow any time to 

clarify some issues related to this study. The discussion and interview will be private. Your 

name will not be used in this study. The information recorded in the notebook will be typed 

onto paper by the interviewer. Your privacy will be respected as the interviewer subject to the 

principle of confidentiality. Your name or any other identifying information will not be 

attached to the files and thesis. If there are things you may not want to mention or discuss, 

please do not hesitate to let us know. You may not receive any additional benefits following 

the completion of the study. The interview only requires your time. You may ask further 

questions at any time of the interview or decide to withdraw from the study, without penalty. 

If you choose to take part in this study, sign this consent form, as shown below. If you have 

any questions about this study, please feel free to contact me. 

I voluntarily agree to take part in the study 

 

Signature                                    Date 
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APPENDIX C: INTERVIEW GUIDE 

1. What is your opinion on child marriage among Syrian? 

2. Do you think that the Syrian crisis, or refugee life, could be a reason for families to accept 

child marriage? 

3. What is your perception of child marriage and education? 

4. What is your perception of child marriage and maternal health? 

5. What is your perception of the effect of early marriage on the girl-child? 

6. In your view, are there any benefits that can be derived from child marriage? 

7. How did you got married? (forced or consensual) 

8. Do you have a sister or knew a girl who got married under the age of 18? when and how? 

9. What are some of the challenges/hindrances that young girls face in their married life? 

10. In your opinion, how do the young girls cope up with these challenges? 

11. can you suggest any mechanisms to counter child marriage among Syrian refugees? 

12. Do you have anything to add? 

 

 

 


