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Abstract

This panel will address the issues associated with the practice and service of

open research data curation and discovery from a global perspective. The sub-

fields of information science such as information retrieval, information

curation, information practices and human-centered data science have

approached the open research data initiatives from multiple lenses. The issues

of data creation, capturing, curation, sharing, discovery and reuse of cut across

the sub-fields. We will identify and discuss the emerging themes in open data

curation and discovery drawing on active research projects, repository prac-

tices and research data capturing and reuse in a selection of disciplines from

health domain to archaeology and cultural heritage.

1 | INTRODUCTION

The transparency of research through data sharing has
received much more attention from researchers, funding
agencies and general public recently. Research data origi-
nally locked in a cabinet in research institutes now can
be accessible through institutional repositories and
research data portals. Over the past decade, we have seen
an increasing number of public and domain specific data
repositories appear. For example, re3data.org, the Regis-
try of Research Data Repositories, had 23 repositories
when it went online in 2012, the number quickly
increased to more than 2450 repositories from across the
globe.1 While there are more and more data open and
available through data repositories, it becomes challeng-
ing for researchers to find relevant data, especially when
required data are from several repositories.

Some recent studies have explored the issues of
research data curation and discovery services from the per-
spectives of researchers and data curation and discovery
service providers (Faniel, Frank, & Yakel, 2019; Kacprzak

et al., 2019; Walsh et al., 2019). Yet a relatively small part
of the research data has been shared outside the research
community; the roles played by the different stakeholders
and how to facilitate the practices of data sharing are still
emerging (Cox, Kennan, Lyon, Pinfield, & Sbaffi, 2019;
Khalsa, Cotroneo, & Wu, 2018; Polona, 2019; Wu,
Psomopoulos, Khalsa, & de Waard, 2019).

This panel brings together information science
researchers and practitioners internationally to push the
boundaries of sub-fields in information science regarding
open research data curation and discovery services. Pan-
ellists have established their research programs in user- and
system-oriented information retrieval and data curation, as
well as practical experiences in academic libraries and
national data services. Specifically, this panel aims to
address the issues of open research data services as follows:

1. How can we enhance user search experience through
user studies?

2. What are the barriers to open research data curation
and discovery services from institutional perspectives?
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The 90-minute panel is composed of an overview of
the research issues associated with open research data
(10 min), followed by 15-min presentation by four pan-
ellists addressing the proposed questions. Participants
will have the opportunity to contribute to the discussions
at the Q&A session.

ENDNOTE
1 https://blog.datacite.org/german-research-foundation-to-fund-
new-services-of-re3data/
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information practices. Current research project inves-
tigates the creation, capturing, use and reuse of
research data in the domain of archaeology. He will
discuss on the basis of his recent and on-going
evidence-based research can help to understand cur-
rent practices of capturing, sharing and using research
data in a selection of disciplines from health domain
to archaeology and cultural heritage.
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