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Abstract  

For nearly thirty years now, Somalia has been in the heat of political and religious crisis that 

have made the state nearly dysfunctional because of power struggles between the Federal Government 

of Somalia (FGS) and the Al-Shabaab militant group. While various peace –inclined strategies have 

been sought to free up the Somali people, including negotiations and the use of military, neither has 

proved to be useful in resolving the crisis. Therefore, this study examines the potentiality of holding the 

negotiations, which seems inevitable as the only lasting solution. 

Five experts are interviewed to give their perceptions of Somalia's political climate and the 

potentiality of arriving at a lasting solution. This study finds that negotiations between the two parties 

cannot happen unless each of their demands has been adhered to in entirety. Secondly, the external 

bodies and the wider international community have a more significant role in initiating political 

settlement to create lasting peace for Somalia. However, for the mediators to succeed, the pre-conditions 

set before the negotiation process needs to be implemented. Therefore, this study argues that a 

collaborative approach is needed among dispute resolution mechanisms since there seems to be no 

amicable strategy for an everlasting solution.   

 

Keywords: Negotiation, al-Shabaab, Islamist, Conflict, Religion, Terrorism, Political settlement, 

Somalia. 
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Introduction  

   

Since the fall of the central government in Somalia in early 1991, the Horn of Africa country has 

experienced practically continuous bloody conflict in finding a lasting peaceful solution to the 

religiopolitical conflict, which has become a conundrum for the national and international stakeholders. 

What started as a political conflict between dissident Somali rebel groups and a military dictator who 

ruled the East African country for over twenty years turned ultimately into an extreme religious conflict 

which resulted eventually in the emergency of Al-Shabaab, an Islamist group affiliated with al-Qaeda in 

2006, the group wants to create an Islamic State in Somalia to implement strict Sharia Law. Al-Shabaab 

controls a large swathe of the southern and central regions of the country with the UN-backed Somali 

weak government operating only in the capital, Mogadishu, and other some smaller areas. With the 

military support of the African Union Mission in Somalia and the US military drones, the Islamist group 

has been considerably weakened militarily and lost many areas - it still poses a threat to Somalia and its 

neighbours Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti, and the West. For the last three decades now, Somalia has 

witnessed constant political, humanitarian, and social crises. Several studies have been conducted 

regarding Somalia’s unresolved religio-political conflict, including what can be done to resolve them 

(Jones, 2013; Belliveau, 2015). While these two pieces of research have focused on various ways, 

including negotiations among the two conflicting studies, a few of the researches (Saggiomo, 2014; 

Post, 2018), have focused on the effectiveness of the inevitable resolution with Al-Shabaab by the 

Somali government through negotiation as the only long-lasting solution. However, this research 

explores beyond the negotiation process as the inevitable solution and looks at the probability that the 

two conflicting parties can engage in such process. Additionally, the research focuses on the inevitable 

solution to this problem, which can bring all sides of the conflict to the negotiation table, and it will also 
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target the alternative areas of how lasting peace can be brought back to Somalia as the military means 

didn't work for nearly the fifteen years of the war against Al-Shabaab. The research pursues the 

possibility of engaging political dialogue with the Islamist group, taking into account the different views 

held on the issue. 

To understand the country’s unresolved conflict and inevitable negotiation with Al-Shabaab, this 

section overviews the root causes of this conflict; it will be guided by the political settlement theory, 

which presents an agreement between political elites to lessen violence and winner-takes-it-all approach
1
 

of unrestrained conflict. Some of the capitals to be looked at include cultural, economic, social, and 

symbolic aspects of the Somali people to understand the primary causes and the outcomes of the 

conflicts in Somalia.  

The study’s primary objective is to explain the cause of conflicts in Somalia and evaluate the 

inevitable negotiation with Al-Shabaab as the only option for everlasting peace.  This research argues 

that addressing the political crisis in the country should extend to a more culturally and structurally 

inclined stance to ascertain how the clan system has influenced the continued conflict. Culture is a vital 

attribute of social life that influences the political structure either positively or negatively (Kihl 2015).  

Somalis are curious people who would want to know about a visitor. It is crucial to talk to about 

your clan, how many families one has, and if one is married or has children (Menkhaus 2007). The 1980 

Somali Civil war inflicted pain on the Somali people; many lives were lost without any justifiable reason 

because of inter-clan conflicts. Besides, political disputing within federal member states delayed the 

desired justice and security restructurings that affected civilians greatly.  

In Somalia, clan politics, unequal distribution of resources, power, and colonial legacy have 

contributed to several inter-clan wars. Presently, studies have focused on the social, political, and 

                                                           
1
 An elite pact, settlement or political settlement is an agreement or understanding between political elites which 

moderates the violence and winner takes all nature of the unrestrained conflict.  
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economic factors of the Somali community and the comparisons among the structural and cultural 

inclinations that contribute to the enduring crisis (Krippendorff, 2018).  

Therefore, this study uses qualitative data collection tools such as interviews to gather 

information regarding the Somalis conflict and how negotiations can assist in creating a long-lasting 

peace within the territory. Besides, it will use the political settlement theory, which is related to cultural, 

economic capitals, alongside other materials that are relevant to the discussion section of this study.  

 

Objectives of the Study  

 

With the help of previous studies, this thesis explores the historical background of the conflict in 

Somalia and the role of negotiation and military use to end this conflict. To achieve this, this thesis 

focuses on the following themes; 

1. Discussing the inevitable solution to the problem that could bring all parties of the conflict to the 

negotiation table 

2. Addressing the alternative areas that could bring lasting peace back to Somalia since the military 

strategy has never worked for fifteen years 

3. Pursue the possibility of engaging in the political dialogue taking into consideration various 

views held on the issue. 

The above themes will answer the research question: is a negotiation with Al-Shabaab inevitable 

and the only option for everlasting peace for Somalia? Thus, it is crucial to understand that clan power 

has been the first drive for the country's civil war in the last three decades. Specifically, this study 

examines how clans have influenced the Somali conflict with significant consideration on the role and 

involvement of the clans in the peace-making process. An adequate understanding of the past is vital in 
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preparing educationalists for tomorrow and also increases conflict resolution techniques (Menkhaus, 

2007).  

 

Study Rationale 

Somalia’s political structure is based on clans, and it is crucial to explore how it has contributed 

to the country's political crisis. The clans' based inclinations would give information regarding the lines 

of conflict and the struggles for recognition and status and, most importantly, social justice and 

unfairness. 

For most societies, just like Somalia that are writhing for sectarian instability, including 

economic, political, and social inclinations, it is vital to consider the inequality among people of a larger 

group. And in this case, studying the cause of conflict and inter-clan relationships will assist in devising 

or evaluating the effectiveness of problem-solving techniques such as negotiation. According to the 

Oxford dictionary, negotiation refers to a conversation that aims at reaching an agreement between two 

parties. These parties should have a conflicting issue and the dialogue seeks to reach at a beneficial 

outcome.  

This research further offers a guide to clearer elucidation of how other alternative areas could 

bring back peace in Somalia since the military strategy has failed to work for long now. In this regard, 

clan militia has increased disunity and confusion among the Somali citizens, resulting in the state's 

failure. 

Besides, violence and clan rivalry used in the country has led to the loss of many lives and 

impacted several aspects of life, such as economic, social, and political lines negatively. Thus, 

explaining clan politics and how it developed would increase understanding of its structure, ideologies, 

and differences to recommend effective strategies for the peacekeeping process (Jones et al., 2016). It 
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also tries to identify hindrances to the peaceful co-existence among the Somali people and the role of 

clans in the country's political crisis. 

This study will also assist in investigating the connection between the Somali clan system and 

the political crisis. This information will assist in pursuing the possibility of engaging in the political 

dialogues between the two parties while considering several opinions about the issue. Solving the deep-

rooted causes of Somali's political turmoil will require exploration of the deep-rooted causes, including 

inter-clan conflicts (Abdi Elmi, 2010). 

The ongoing conflict in Somalia can be described based on the strategies used that are likened to 

Barre's (1969-1991) when he was the sitting president. Barre created hate, distrust and was responsible 

for government failure (Barret, 2019, p. 5). The clan system was the starting point for Somalia's current 

political turmoil, which later developed into a national crisis in Darood and Hawiye's governments. As a 

result of the above events, Botha & Abdile (2019) finds that clan conflicts and its structures are the 

major causes of political conflict in Somalia, and this will be the starting point for finding political 

solutions (Botha & Abdile, 2019, p. 3). The study used sociological conceptions relating to culture 

economic, social, and symbolic capitals as described by Jenkins (2014). Hence, this research concludes 

that clan differences are a major cause of conflicts by focusing on the Somali culture since it plays a 

significant role when a person seeks power and status in a large population. Besides, social, cultural, and 

economic aspects contribute to the knowledge of the inequalities present in the country.  The interviews 

provided experiences regarding the political crisis in the country and the enduring conflicts in the 

country.  

The above-mentioned arguments from various authors regarding the political settlement provide 

a line of thought regarding perspectives, inclinations, and the willingness of the people to contribute 

toward conflict resolution through negotiation. Besides, these capitals increase understanding of aspects 
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such as domination, hegemony, and information dissemination in Somali politics. The evaluation of 

these aspects also gives light on alternative areas that can be exploited to create a long-lasting resolution 

to the people of Somalia. This analysis will also look at governance structures, including state 

institutions and other relevant firms that could be instrumental for Somalia's political and development 

goals. Therefore, this thesis identifies the most appropriate negotiation strategies and also identifies 

various obstacles that have contributed to the successful negotiations of the Somali conflict.  

 

Literature review 

Somalia's prolonged political crisis and state collapse are now approaching three decades of 

duration. This scenario characterizes as the longest-running illustration of absolute state collapse in the 

post-colonial era in Africa. During this period, thousands of innocent Somali civilians have lost their 

lives because of the civil war that started back in 1990 (Hansen, 2013).  

The root causes of this conflict are political, social, cultural, and economic factors and 

inequalities between several clans (Saggiomo, 2014). These political and economic iniquities have 

existed in the Somali social system for a long time now (Hansen, 2013). Contemporarily, these political 

differences have been supported by political and economic elites alongside the clan elders who have a 

considerable influence on society. This civil war has resulted in nation-wide confusion among the 

Somali people, which has benefited few-clan-based political and economic elites by increasing their 

popularity and personal wealth (Botha & Abdile, 2019, p. 6).  

The inter-clan conflict in the country has had a significant challenge in the culmination or 

lessening of the enduring political crisis in the country today. Historical background and modern works 

of literature such as Hansen (2013) and Ingiriis (2018) argue that the country is faced with an upsurging 
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political crisis that has been spearheaded by clan elders using clan identity to protect their interests and 

attaining political mileage.  

Although external mediators have initiated various national reconciliation efforts, the conflict 

seems to be persistent. None has succeeded to date. Besides, the employment of military strategy also 

seems not to be quite effective in resolving this dispute. The following section provides the various 

aspects of the Somali crisis, including the origin of Al-Shabaab, its ideologies, the use of violence 

against civilians, and the ideological commitments.  

 

Al-Shabaab’s history  

The Somalis have been following Islam for over a millennium; however, the perception of Islam 

has changed in the last twenty years. The old Somali culture has undergone various re-interpretations 

and expressions, and much of its manifestations have been replaced by the religious conventions based 

on the Arabian Peninsula (Hansen, 2013). 

The conventional nomad dress among women, for instance, has been replaced with a hijab and 

the niqab in an urban setting. This transformation is a result of two parallel religious developments; the 

resurfacing of the new Islamist organisation and the overall increase in religious ciphers and 

designations inside the state (Wise, 2011).  

Al-Shabaab's history can be traced back to the 1960s with the creation of three assemblages, 

namely, the Waxda Al-Shabaab al Islaami (the Al-Ahli group) and the Jama'at al Ahl al-Islaami 

(commonly known as the Organisation of the Islamic Renaissance). All these groups worked to advance 

Islam's influence on politics (Hansen, 2013).  

Among these three groups, the Waxda Al-Shabaab which was a founding partner of the Al-

Itihaad al-Islamiya (AIAI), established in 1983, turned to enlist several leaders of the current Al-
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Shabaab group upon the emergence of conflicts between the Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF) 

and the Al-Itihaad al-Islamiya (AIAI). They were the majority groups of the formation (Saggiomo, 

2014).  

Initially, the Waxda Al-Shabaab Al-Islaami was a more Sufi-inclined group that later swung to 

Islam's more-comradeship orientation. At first, it had followed the Brotherhood ideology before it 

became more Wahhabi (the principle of uniqueness and unity in God). The doctrine was Islamism in its 

Wahhabi form that would later inspire Al-Shabaab. 

While Wahhabism existed in many shapes, it could be political, Islamist with a philosophy for 

peaceful change, and it could also turn to be violent. Various Somali Wahhabi leaders, including the 

present-day politician Dr. Mohamed Abdi Gabose, support a friendly and gradual societal 

transformation while rebuking Al-Shabaab's actions (Hansen, 2013).  

The group began as a small network, riding along with the accomplishments of the Islamic 

Sharia Courts of Mogadishu to come into power. Besides, global systems such as collaborating with Al-

Qaeda were also crucial in setting the appropriate ground for its development. Nevertheless, other 

factors, such as the use of religious symbols and titles in Somali after the civil war eruption, set a 

favorable atmosphere for Islamist-inclined activities (Saggiomo, 2014).  

Additionally, the Islamic Charities and the trust put on these religious leaders also participated in 

opening up a conversation that favored the Islamist groups such as Al-Shabaab, setting the stage for 

them to advance their ideologies (Hansen, 2013).  

 

Al-Shabaab ideology 

Al-Shabaab which means 'The youth' in Arabic (Harakat al-Shabaab al-Mujahideen), is 

identified as the largest militia group fighting to destabilize the Somali government. The militant 
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organization's central ideology is to create a new Somali state ruled under its austere interpretation of 

Sharia law. Even though the organization is based in Somalia, it carries out attacks in other countries, 

including Kenya. Al-Shabaab surfaced as an autonomous organization in December 2006 after 

disintegrating from the Islamic Courts Union (ICU) for which it was serving as the military wing.  

Al-Shabaab had various ministries that assisted in publicizing their brands. The Maktabatu 

Da’wa was the ministry obligated to disseminating their Islamic brand and also their perception and 

interpretation of the Sharia and Islamic law (Hansen, 2013). In this perspective, this ministry had a 

standardizing function and centralized the responsibility to normalize the religious interpretations of 

several sub-leaders of the group (Ibid).  

The logic of this organization's undertakings was peculiar to a Somali background, consolidating 

teachings in several jihadist ideologies for native sheiks, re-indoctrination agendas for elders in 

Kismayu, and several other events where the doctrine could be discussed (Saggiomo, 2014).  

Additionally, Al-Shabaab's first-generation were Somali Afghanistan veterans, and this group 

shared a common solidarity principle cutting across borders in various forms. They wanted to remove 

boundaries that separate states with common political beliefs; among them was Somali. In this regard, 

they advocated for removing borders that separated Muslims and a common Muslim state, the Caliphate, 

to be established in the Horn of Africa.  

However, the group's influence was loosely connected with the veterans' ideology that focused 

on maintaining their contacts and sharing principles regarding an international sphere, one religion, and 

a rationale of loyalty to a broader entity than only the Somali state, the broader Ummah. This pan-

Islamism was their new ideology for modern Somalia. 

Al-Shabaab also had an intention to standardize the education curriculum in schools in areas 

where they controlled (Southern Somalia), placing more emphasis on Islamic and Arabic educations 
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(Bradbury & Kleinman, 2010). Mainly, this department was also responsible for the formulation of 

fatwas- a nonbinding legal viewpoint on the point of the Islamic law that regulated local justice.  

While Al-Shabaab causes a prolonged threat to a peaceful existence in Somalia, it would be a 

fault to link the conflict's length, power, or results to foreign combatants' engagement or the revolt's 

power or weakness to them (Saggiomo, 2014). Sometimes, Al-Shabaab offered crucial assistance to the 

community; nevertheless, the counterterrorism pressure arising from foreign fighters might have 

counterpoised the contributions leading to a significant revolt. Notably, Al-Shabaab’s strength lies in its 

capacity to feat local opinions and clan undercurrents apart from the benefits of corruption and the 

Somali federal government's weakness. 

 

The use of violence against civilians  

The activities and consequences of Al-Shabaab's actions on the welfare of the civilians have been 

extremely harmful (Bradbury & Kleinman, 2010). Regrettably, the accountability of this group for 

civilian protection has been primarily disregarded. In contrast, their disrepute has a lot to do with the 

western apprehensions regarding terrorism, piracy, and security than the protection of civilians (Ibid). 

Events such as the conflicts between Al-Shabab and Hizbul Islam and the then weak Transitional 

Federal Government (TFG) and its military allies, on the other hand, continued to cause deaths to many 

civilians along with the displacement of hundreds to thousands of civilians from their homes. For 

instance, in January 2010, over 25,000 civilians were displaced due to the fighting over control of 

Beledweyne in central Somalia (Abebe, 2011, p 22).  

While their activities could be considered as inconsequential, their deliberate moves such as the 

use of civilians as human shields, recruitment of children, suicide operations, violence on civilian areas 

instituting extreme sharia law penalties especially for minor crimes; attacking and threatening the press, 
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humanitarian employees and peacekeepers and inflicting unwarranted limitations on humanitarian 

access.  

In this regard, the UN, alongside other humanitarian agencies such as the Red Cross, operates 

from neighbouring states, especially Kenya, depending on nationals for actual delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. However, this approach has occasioned in an unbalanced exposure of the local employees to 

danger and, impliedly, stays unmanageable in the long term (Abdi Elmi, 2010).  

 

Alshabaab’s ideological commitments  

In 2013, when Al-Shabaab spokesman was asked what their group’s objectives were, Ali Dhere 

answered that they wanted to free Somalia and govern the Somali people under the Islamic law and 

external military forces to leave the country (Post, 2018). The group claimed that it desired to institute 

sharia law throughout the world and 'bring back Islam to life.' It also sought to overthrow the tyrannical 

and parasitical leaders in a Muslim society (Post, 2013).  

Al-Shabaab has, for a while, claimed to fight on behalf of its people in Somalia generally 

(Biyokulule, 2008). Moreover, the group had always defended its actions, especially when they took 

control of Mogadishu in 2004 with claims of fighting on behalf of the Muslims living in Mogadishu. 

Generally, the Al-Shabaab has to take revenge for crimes committed against Muslims.  

In terms of recruitment, the group seems to be recruiting its soldiers from the Muslim world, 

especially from Somalia and countries around it. However, the group has had some western foreigners 

within their ranks (Ani and Ojakorotu 2017). For instance, in the hearings conducted by the USA 

governments, several Canadian and Somali American nationals have traveled to be recruited by the 

militant groups, many of whom have reportedly been killed in battle (US Congress, 2011). Besides, by 

2010, the group had recruited nearly a hundred British nationals, many of whom were martyred 
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according to the group (Harnisch and Zimmerman 2010). Indeed, Al-Shabaab prided itself on its 

ideology surpassing beyond borders, cultures, and tribes. 

In short, Al-Shabaab can be categorized as a radical militant group observing a comparatively 

exclusionary ideology. It seeks to create an Islamic state in Somalia by instituting the Sharia law and 

also expel what the group terms to be foreign occupants from Somalia. Besides, the group can also be 

categorized as a localized revolutionary group focused primarily on driving foreign militaries out of 

Somalia; the group is also intently linked to global jihadist networks.  

 

Community willingness to support negotiation talks 

In Somalia, traditional elders have played a significant role in fostering security and national 

cohesion. Given that they command authority originating from an old standing within the Somali 

culture, this makes them essential in upholding peaceful communal affiliations (Ingiriis, 2018).  

According to Abdi, (2010) the vast majority of communities in Al-Shabaab's strongholds are 

willing to speak out against and resist the movement. Nevertheless, most communities desist for their 

many supporting roles regarding Al-Shabaab. Most community members from the Bay and Bakool 

regions know one or many members of Al-Shabaab mainly from their immediate families, clans, or 

communities who are still involved or have desisted from participating in the movement's activities 

(Ibid). 

Besides, most community members have expressed a strong desire to participate in inclusive 

resolution procedures and work towards improved community cohesion, mutual norms, social belief, 

and the deterrence of radicalization. Contextually, suitable resolution actions could play a crucial role in 

fixing a history of communal violence and active and passive contribution to Al-Shabaab. Nevertheless, 
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what is more, profound is how these groups perceive humanitarian agencies and how they deter their 

activities in hard-hit areas. 

 

Negotiating perceptions as evident in Taliban Talks  

What armed groups such as Al-Shabaab and the Taliban perceive of humanitarian agencies is 

crucial to gaining access to areas under their control to offer aid to persons in need or being forced out of 

their territory (Jackson, 2014). The following include how these perceptions of aid agencies and the 

associations on humanitarian response in such regions.  

Firstly, these aid agencies have been treated with suspicion generally by Al-Shabaab and the 

Taliban. These thoughts originate from the perception that these organizations are not predominantly 

concerned with assisting the local people; instead, they act as spies or racketeers.   

Secondly, these negative attitudes impose dangerous repercussions that threaten the significance 

of such aid agencies habitually, concisely, and constantly interconnecting their goals and mission to all 

levels of these groups  (Jackson, 2014).  

Nevertheless, it is not sufficient for humanitarian organizations to contend with acting 

independently and objectively; they have to be perceived to act given that and convey high-quality, 

needs-driven indoctrination. In this regard, the members of these armed groups have seen a lack of 

enduring advantages to the community as evidence that humanitarian agencies have a 'secreted mission' 

(Ibid). 

International agencies' actions such as the issuance of sanctions by the UN Security Council and 

the designation of these groups as terrorist establishments have operational consequences for the aid 

agencies through engagement with these groups. For instance, there have been several situations where 

Al-Shabaab has bid aid agencies sign settlements that would enable the agencies to offer aid.  Such a 
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form of relationship might increase the risk of aid provision for political determinations, weaken the 

agencies' efforts, and lessen accountability drives (Abebe, 2011, p. 23). 

In March 2020, the UN Security Council espoused a resolution to allow more funds to be 

released to ensuring timely delivery of urgently required humanitarian aid in Somalia (ibid). This 

initiative aimed at ensuring aid procedures continues effectively in areas controlled by the Al-Shabaab. 

Moreover, Islam is not construed as profane if humanitarian aid is compelled to pay the insurgents to 

undertake a fact-finding mission in Somalia; increasing attention to civilian protection by the UN is 

essential. 

 

Theoretical framework  

One significant theoretical framework relevant to the topic under discussion is the political 

settlement concept, which forms part of the elite theory and state-building process (Khan, 2010). While 

analysing the role of the elite establishment in the political economy of resources, a political settlement 

conception is most relevant. According to Khan (2010), “the political settlement concept is relevant 

when the distribution of benefits backed by its institutions is constant with the dispersal of power in 

society and the economic and political results of these establishments over time” (Khan, 2010, p.1). 

The terminology political settlement is considered to be a somewhat modern origination. Its first 

use is traced to Joseph Melling’s research of industrial entrepreneurship and welfare (Melling, 1991). 

Later in his developmental studies, Khan (1995) contextualized it to evaluate the performance of 

establishments. Since then, this terminology has been used in community development with a substantial 

contribution from Khan (2010). 

At the core of political settlement theory lies the conception that societies cannot progress amid 

all-out violence and civil strife. Besides, despite this perspective, how various societies solve the 
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problem of violence, how they form the political settlement develops an influential path addiction of the 

approach they undertake or do not consequently cultivate.  

Whereas various authors and establishments have itemized political settlement is somewhat 

varied perspectives, there seems to be a heightening merge around the conception that political 

settlement involves the comprehension of the formal and informal procedures, settlements, and observes 

that assist in consolidating politics instead of violence as a means for solving disagreements regarding 

interests, conceptions and the sharing and use of authority (Ingram, 2014). Besides, these happenings 

play out in two divergent levels, the intra-elite and elite-non-elite collaborations. One substantial 

implication of political settlement is that while supplanting one political settlement with another is 

always a complicated process. A fruitful development practice involves adaptation to these formal and 

informal developments, practices, and power balance and their linked path-ways. 

By discussing the causal power structures that support the development, stability, and act of 

these establishments, the political settlement theory drives the development perspective beyond an 

institutionalist line of thought to increase understanding of the resource curse.   

According to Ingram (2014), the political settlement theory centers on the balance of power in an 

institution influencing the forms of establishment that develop and how these establishments operate. 

One significant influence of this theory is the preeminence it provided informal bodies for 

comprehending governance and expansion results in developing states. In this place, the clientelistic 

political landscape is widely accredited.  

Additionally, Khan (2010) accentuates that the opposing levels of capability and obligation of 

the political elites to deliver advancement are elucidated much by the forte of the omitted elite group and 

lower-level parties within the governing partnerships. 
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Expressly, where groups with persuasive authority are limited from the dominant level, then the 

ruling class is susceptible to receiving threats to their regime. This action, in turn, lessens the probability 

that they will initiate any institutional reforms and ensure they have distributed resources equitably 

according to the national interest. Conversely, where the elite groups are weak, the ruling group will 

perceive itself secure and dominant enough to advance a longer-term vision for the country. 

From this perspective, Behuria et al. (2017) differentiated the two primary forms of political 

settlements: the dominant party or dominant leader. It has little chances of losing authority and those 

considered by 'competitive clientelism’ within which it has few chances of competition and a strong 

capability of power changing hands through the electoral process.  

These varied environs fashion, contrary to densities on political elites, include the time scales 

over which they are supported to capitalize on forming formal establishments that function on the public 

interest. For instance, under the competitive clientelism, the susceptibility of those governing implies 

that the ruling group possesses a short time prospect and weak execution and enforcement proficiencies 

(Khan, 2010). In this regard, the ruling group relies on informal deal-making to survive.  

From the political settlement theory, the upsurge in elite bargaining discernment, the distribution 

of authority and informal establishments alongside political configurations including patronage, play 

vital responsibilities in governance and institutional effectiveness are among the impacts that could 

arise. Consequently, elite bargaining is discerned as not a material or a decision-making process. A tool 

political elites could be inspired by ideational motivations and values for an advanced progressive 

society. 

Whereas the increment in the number of experts seems to accept the political settlement theory 

aspects, the methodology, as currently designed, proves to be quite difficult to function. Informal 

associates with aid agency argue that even though several people are sold the conception that political 
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settlement is a vital attribute in community development, it is still not clear if a political settlement is 

functional or offering a new dialectal to dress up traditional governance plans including national 

discourses, formal institutional restructurings, enablement, and culpability projects among others. 

 

Thinking and working with the political settlement theory 

By involving politics at the core of development policy, political settlement theory comprises of 

a natural attraction with several other approaches currently prevalent in development groups. 

Several institutions have championed the thinking and working approach to development as the 

main factor in ensuring community development. Some of these institutions include the Development 

Leadership Programme (DLP), which bases their argument that development policies impact who 

receives what, when, and how, and develop groups that support or oppose them (Leftwich, 2011).  

In this regard, such agencies support better policymaking processes that involves engaging these 

coalitions entirely. For instance, the Overseas Development Institute accentuates that having a better 

understanding of the interests associated for and against a specific policy, a better indication of past 

legacies and existent practicalities and the capability of ascertaining these individuals and groups at a 

better position of bringing change, often incremental change (Wild et al., 2015, p. 8).  

Mostly, this inclination constitutes operating in an adaptation to better practices, entrepreneurial 

approach assigning little faith in various resolutions and learning from mistakes immediately. Political 

settlement theory in practice has been in operation in various countries. For instance, in Nepal, young 

people are excluded from political settlements while those seizing power are the elites in Pakistan.  In 

this regard, the political settlement theory addresses the stumbling block for peace and the problem of 

fostering dialogue between insider and outsider groups. This undertaking aims at promoting the 
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inclusion of all people in the political system, which is a significant determinant of the allocation of 

national resources.   

Another instance is the occupation and dispossession during the past and in the modern era of the 

aboriginal-rights struggles in Canada (Kelsall & Heng, 2014). In this regard, organizations played a 

crucial part in engaging all stakeholders to control the violence until peace was restored. From these two 

cases, one fundamental attribute is how peace is arrived at to foster community development. The key 

focus of these instances includes measuring transformation aspects of this concern include the indicators 

of measuring peace, the process of defining what needs to be measured, who are the key stakeholders, 

and what methods of assessment need to be used (Omidvar & Richmond, 2005). 

The possibilities of employing local indicators to measure peace have been studied widely. 

Nevertheless, contained in this rationale is a partial indictment of existing approaches to quantifying 

peace and attaining a useful concession to all parties. The aspect of measuring peace has shown an 

increment towards a series of broad indicators, including the presence of advancements in respect to the 

rule of law, absence of violence, democracy, and criminality levels. In this regard, these measurements 

often represent a negative peace. Essential to such approaches include a gap between what is continually 

being encouraged by academic and expert communities, respectively, the need for conflict 

understanding and how we need to measure transformation. 

 

Research design  

Research design includes a component that glues the research project together; it provides how 

research is structured to show how all elements of the research, including the measures, methods of 

assignment, and how they function together to answer the research question (Creswell, 2003). 
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An epistemological study makes sense of the social world since it uses observable and 

measurable aspects and makes conclusions through the facts drawn. Given that this study entails getting 

factual data, a phenomenological paradigm is relevant. A phenomenology paradigm is considered a 

philosophical inclination to qualitative methodology with a long past related to social research 

disciplines such as psychology, sociology, and social work. According to Creswell (2007), 

phenomenology focuses on the participants' subjective familiarities and understandings of their natural 

settings. In other words, the researchers employing this approach wish to understand how the world 

appears to others. 

This dissertation employs qualitative evidence to support its arguments and create a conclusion. 

Using empirical evidence shows that a study is authentic and enables the work to be more competent 

(Tonhauser & Matthewson, 2015).  Besides, it employs theory on political settlement theory in 

elucidating the subject question in this submission. A political settlement approach involves a legitimate 

procedure of negotiation between two power holders, intending to lead to power-sharing, forgiveness, 

reunion, security, and peace (Zaum, 2011). 

A political settlement perspective is regarded as an appropriate context evaluation tool for 

increasing insights on how structures and institutions function. It is also a crucial vehicle in enabling 

more legitimate peace procedures to resolve localized insecurities and to motivate accountability. The 

main area of interest in this approach is to understand better the political aspects of arbitration and how 

it could promote a more inclusive political process. 

This qualitative study is carried out using a case study and content analysis method to investigate 

potential resolutions to solving the religion-political crisis and bringing the two parties to the negotiation 

table. Qualitative studies are employed to improve understanding and describe the world of human 

experience.  
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Qualitative research techniques are suitable when trying to understand a given situation and 

provide insights into the problems (Creswell, 2003). It also develops conceptions or hypothesis for 

prospective quantitative research. Lastly, qualitative research can be utilized to uncover inclinations in 

thought and viewpoints and dive deeper into the subject under investigation. This technique also creates 

frameworks and generates associations of meaning that build new insights into a particular topic.  

This submission seeks to expand existing approaches to the political settlement on Somali's 

geopolitical conflicts and contribute to the knowledge on attaining conflict resolution, peace, and 

security among two conflicting parties. 

The experiences and opinions from experts relating to the aims mentioned above cannot be 

measured quantitatively. Nevertheless, a case study approach, such as the Somali religion-political 

conflict, could allow the testing of the recommended theoretical approaches in greater depth to see if the 

solutions recommended could be applied to similar cases. 

In this regard, external validity might become more challenging to attain than internal validity. 

However, the case study approach offers researchers a way to generalize the findings beyond the actual 

researched case (Lakshmi & Mohideen, 2013). More specifically, this study's results could be accurately 

used in the underlying mechanism linking exclusionary ideologies to violence by armed groups against 

civilians, thus providing insights that could be beneficial in other cases. 

 

Research Philosophy 

The research philosophy for qualitative research is identified to be 'interpretive, humanistic, and 

naturalistic' (Creswell, 2003). This philosophy emphasizes the significance of subjectivity in the 

research. 
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This study seeks to explore the readiness of the inevitable negotiation with Al-Shabaab as the 

only lasting peace for Somalia. Qualitative evidence is used as a means of knowledge creation and is 

conducted within the basis of and presumption of the political settlement theory. According to Creswell 

(2003), there exist two perspectives a researcher can use to guide the research process, the methodology 

and data analysis techniques, these are ontology and epistemology. Thus, ontology inclines to subjective 

views of nature's reality, while epistemology relies on evidence formation. The epistemological 

assumption is that knowledge is established from subjective observations, which involves a thick level 

of description, which is an in-depth understanding (Ibid).  Given the nature of this research, i.e., 

investigating subjective views from participants, the ontology perspective is appropriate (Davies & 

Hughes, 2014). 

The ontological postulation is that there exists no single reality but involves several realities for 

any occurrence (Creswel, 2003). Besides, every researcher observes, interprets, and experiences a 

specific situation independently because each of them has a different experience of reality (Davis & 

Hughes, 2014). 

Creswell (2003, p. 89) believes that qualitative researchers acknowledge that ‘certainty is both 

multifaceted and dynamic and can be collected by observing persons and the way they interact within 

their natural settings’. Thus, qualitative research is suitable for researching a phenomenon and 

understands it more by embedding a researcher in the situation instead of quantifying data that need the 

construction of a set of questions (Davis & Hughes, 2014). 

This research was time-bound because of its nature (qualitative study is generally performed in a 

naturalistic environment than in an artificial lab). The researcher interacts with the participants to 

examine their experiences, attitudes, and expectations to gather information regarding a specific 

phenomenon under research. That way, researchers also have an active role in the research. 
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This consideration involves well-planned stages before the researcher goes into the research 

setting to conduct observations and inquiries. According to Polit & Beck (2008), the focus of qualitative 

research is typically not on a reductionistic form. This approach intends to provide meaning to the entire 

process. 

An epistemological study makes sense of the social world since it uses observable and 

measurable aspects and makes conclusions through the facts drawn. Given that this study entails getting 

factual data, a phenomenological paradigm is relevant. A phenomenology paradigm is considered a 

philosophical inclination to a qualitative methodology with a long past related to social research 

disciplines such as psychology, sociology, and social work. 

  

Data collection  

Purposive sampling, such as expert sampling, was used as a recruitment strategy for participants. 

According to Maxwell (2012), expert sampling is used when the kind of research needs to collect 

knowledge from people that contain particular proficiency. This expertise is needed for the exploratory 

phase of the qualitative research to highlight gaps in knowledge or form a basis of the research, which 

needs focus on individuals with specific expertise. According to Creswell (2007), expert sampling is 

useful where empirical evidence in the subject that entails high levels of vagueness and also where 

research will take a long period before research findings can be disclosed. Besides, expert sampling is 

the basis of a research design acknowledges as expert elucidation. 

According to Tongco (2007), purposeful sampling involves a set of varied non-probability 

sampling techniques that relies on the researcher's judgment in selecting the sample population to be 

studied.  However, one disadvantage of purposive sampling is that it recruits a small sample size 

compared with probability sampling techniques. 
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Compared with several other sampling techniques under probability sampling such as simple 

random sampling, the objective for purposive sampling is not to randomly recruit participants to 

comprise a sample that will be used to draw data for generalization, which is a general intention for 

quantitative research design. In this regard, the main objective of purposive sampling is to isolate 

particular traits of a population that will best allow the researcher to collect accurate information to 

answer the research question. 

Even if purposive sampling is used in this process, they are highly prone to a researcher's bias. 

The conception that a purposive sampling has formed based on the researcher's judgment is not 

sufficient justification when it comes to lessening probable biasness, especially when linked with 

probability sampling techniques that are constructed to lessen such biasness (Creswell, 2003). 

Nevertheless, this pejorative, subjective characteristic of purposive sampling proves to be the main 

disadvantage of purposive sampling, especially when the researcher's judgments are ill-conceived or 

poorly determined. This aspect includes when researchers have not been based on precise conditions 

such as if a theoretical framework, expert elucidation, or putative criteria are not used. 

Additionally, the subjectivity and non-probability attributed to this sampling technique mean that 

it could be hard for the researcher to defend the sample's representativeness. In other words, the 

researcher can find it difficult to assure the reader that the selection criteria used were appropriate. Also, 

it can be difficult for the researcher to convince the reader that research using purposive sampling 

attained logical generalization. 

Based on the above limitations, purposive sampling, however, has advantages, including they 

can offer the researchers with the justification to generalize from the sample that is being researched if 

such generalities are theoretical or logical. Still, because each type of purposive sampling differs in the 
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form of nature and ability to arrive at generalities, the researcher will improve the reliability of this study 

by reading and consulting widely on the relative advantages of purposive sampling. 

 

Interviews  

Five participants were elected for the interviews. All the participants are experts in security and 

conflict resolution with a wide range of experience in resolving conflicts regionally. Besides, interviews 

were conducted with professionals of the field who are well aware of the situation and possible 

solutions. For this purpose, lecturers, analysts, and professors who have gained vast experience in these 

studies were consulted to find their views on the research questions. This approach will provide more 

significant insights and inputs from professionals. 

Besides, this group of participants is appropriate since they are 'knowledgeable informants' 

(Creswell & Creswell, 2003). Upon invitation, the participants who agreed to undertake the interview 

process were contacted directly by the researcher. They were briefed before the purpose of the research, 

its objectives, the researcher's needs, and the confidentiality commitment. The time for the interviews 

was set with the participant’s convenience being prioritized.  Most of these participants were educated in 

the Western countries but have different backgrounds and geographically live different locations in East 

Africa and Europe.  

Nine questions were developed for the interview process (see annex 2). With flexibility and 

follow-up questions, the researcher ensured that they collected as much information as possible to 

conclude the subject under discussion. According to Creswell (2003), interviews form the most useful 

data collection method in qualitative research. Interviews help to explain, better understand, and 

examine the research's subject's opinions and experience broadly. 
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The data from the in-depth interviews were recorded to be later analysed for better outcomes. 

However, the recording of the interviews was done with the participants' consent. Written and signed 

consent was obtained from each of the participants (see appendix section). The interviews were semi-

structured (open-ended) to discuss the interviewee rather than a simple question and answer format. 

These interviews lasted between 45 to 75 minutes.  

All interviews were recorded on the telephone and skype with flexibility and follow up 

questions. According to Creswell (2007), qualitative data should be in the form of words such that the 

researcher can keep detailed notes or record interviews or be in the form that will be sorted or organized 

for analysis. The intention for data organization is to conduct an individualized elucidation that explains 

the occurrence being researched. Additionally, by detailing all the interactions, the researcher can spend 

substantial time going back and forth to ascertain the immediate connection. 

The interviews explored issues surrounding Somalia’s geopolitical conflicts as well as the 

strategies to assist the country in attaining peace and security. At the start of the interview, the 

interviewer began with a more specific question, such as: tell me your views on the Somali geopolitical 

conflicts? What do you think are the solutions which can bring all sides of the dispute to the negotiation 

table? What are the possibilities in your view that both parties will agree to come to the negotiation 

table? Proportional to the answers, the interviewer asked probing questions such as can you explain 

more. 

In this procedure, data was collected through in-depth interactions, diary keeping and recording, 

and extensive interviewing. This rigorous undertaking aimed to acquire deep insights regarding these 

personal authenticities so that no endeavors are made to dominate the conversation (Polit & Beck 2008).  

Interviews are a useful method of investigating issues in an in-depth way; they can be used in 

discovering how people think and feel regarding a subject matter and why they hold certain viewpoints. 
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Interviews are an advantageous data collection method because respondents' own words can be recorded 

and used as evidence. The ambiguities during an interview can be clarified, and incomplete answers can 

be followed up. Besides, this method of data collection always achieves a higher response rate and also 

allows more detailed questions to be asked (Rowley, 2012). However, the main disadvantages of 

interviews as applied in this research were that they were time-consuming, especially when setting-up, 

transcribing, and analysing.  

 

Ethical considerations  

Data protection and privacy  

Data protection aims at assuring an individual’s right to privacy (Peled & Leichtentritt, 2002). 

This undertaking focuses on the use of technical and legal structures in place to makes sure that personal 

data are protected from unexpected, negligent, or malicious use. Therefore, data protection includes 

procedures relating to data collection, accessibility, communication, and storage.   

Given the above argument, the researcher used personal identifiers rather than their names to 

hide the participants' identities. Besides, the participants were informed of the purpose of the research 

and how their data will be used, stored, and communicated. This data protection strategy is crucial to 

detail the purpose of the study concerning privacy's various comprehensions. 

 

Informed consent  

According to Powell & Smith (2006), a researcher should obtain informed consent while 

conducting a practitioner-based study. Creswell (2007) also argues from a liberal perspective that 

informed consent is a vital element in research since it drives to protect the human rights of the 

participants. Therefore, it is upon the researcher to offer dynamic, informed consent when the research 
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outcomes change. In this case, the researcher asked permission to record the contributors to ensure they 

have consented that they will be used in this research (as attached in annex).  

 

Limitations of the research  

This study has limitations; for instance, this research sought a qualitative research approach that 

is not statistically representative, and the results cannot be verified.  Nevertheless, this submission's 

objective was not to generate results to be generalized in a population; instead, it aims to increase 

knowledge and identify themes linked to the subject under study. Therefore, I believe that the research is 

successful and that the findings are valid and reliable. 

 

Data analysis 

Data were analyzed using the qualitative content analysis technique inductively as described by 

Elo & Kyngäs, (2008). The interviews were transcribed immediately after every interview. Each text 

was read several times until an overall intuition was conceptualized. After this, all texts were read line-

by-line and broken down into useful sections representing the keywords in the texts, such as peace 

negotiations and everlasting peace in Somalia, among others. Afterward, the sections were abstracted 

and branded with major themes linked to the research objectives. Lastly, the theme representing the 

categories was determined as the expression of the text's underlying connotation. 

Thematic analysis was also employed to evaluate the study findings. The large amounts of 

empirical evidence collected from the various literatures were narrowed down to explain the research 

study's arguments. The thematic analysis increases the value and trustworthiness of a research study 

(Creswell, 2003). A qualitative study should be rigorous and systematic in providing meaningful results. 

Besides, the researcher should demonstrate that data analysis has been handled accurately, consistently, 
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and exhaustively. Outlining the data analysis methodology is crucial since it helps the reader determine 

if the method employed is reliable. 

The researcher ensured the study's trustworthiness by triangulation and neutrality approaches. 

The survey's credibility was provided by asking similar research questions of various study participants 

and collecting data from varied sources via diverse methods to answer the same issues. 

Member checks were also used, meaning that the researcher asked participants to review the 

collected data and the researcher's analyses. Member checks give participants a chance to verify their 

statements and fill in any knowledge gaps from earlier interviews. For conformability, the researcher 

engaged two faculty members with experience in undertaking qualitative research who will confirm the 

data analysis process.  

The researcher revised the categories of the research questions to reach consensus; this action 

increased the study's dependability. The participants were selected with maximum variation, including 

lecturers, professors, and analysts from various origins and experiences. The data was also given to 

multiple experts who did not participate in the study. This enabled them to confirm the fitness of results 

with their experience. Following this section is a full description of the data that will be carried out; all 

these actions aim to increase the study's transferability.  

 

Findings  

Opportunity for having a political solution with Al-Shabaab and ending the conflict in Somalia  

For this theme, the researcher aimed at establishing if there is a chance for a political resolution 

with the Al-Shabaab entirely by the Somali government and expands its support base. The findings are 

as follows;  
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Respondent 1 believes that a political solution is suitable for ending the Somali conflict; 

however, it is not clear if Al-Shabaab is ready for it: 

 “It's possible and I think it's also inevitable because the final solution has to be a political 

solution where they became part of Somalia's political process… However, there have been diverging 

views between the international communities on one side but also and between Somali authorities as 

well. One view was that al-Shabaab themselves – there was a doubt whether al-Shabaab were ready for 

reconciliation.”   

Secondly, respondent 3 believes it is possible, but it needs political goodwill and several 

consultations to achieve it: 

 “Yes, but it requires a lot of effort and political will to get their or that position.” 

Likewise, respondent 5 believes that a favorable political climate is essential to allow negotiation 

for peaceful talks.  

 “It is possible to have a dialogue and reconciliation with al-Shabaab with the right political 

environment and a conducive condition.”  

From the responses above, most of the experts agreed that calling for settlement talks is possible, 

but the prevailing conditions could make it hard for such a process to begin. Some of them believed that 

the requirements for this probable political solution include the Al-Shabaab accepting that the FGS is the 

ultimate center of power and should accept its constitution in its entirety.  For instance, Respondent 1 

said: 

 “Which means al-Shabaab has to accept the Somali constitution, they have to accept the 

sovereignty of Somalia.” 

While other respondents believe that the Somalia conflict is a political war, one respondent 

believes that it is a religious war that needs a religious solution; For instance, respondent 2 stated: 
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  “No, I think it's impossible to have a political solution – I think it's possible to have a religious 

solution.” 

In this regard, the respondent further argued that the conflict between the federal government of 

Somalia and the insurgency is the religion, which is an ideological difference rather than a political 

attribute. In this regard, the respondent further argued that as long as Al-Shabaab is unwilling to partake 

in a religious debate, they will not develop any interest in a political settlement because they perceive 

the Somali government as a being a traitor.   

Additionally, respondent 4 believes that currently, there seems to be no readiness in both parties 

to participate in the resolution process because no party wants to back down their fight:  

 “It is not easy to say yes, and at the same time it is not right to say no, it's not possible…..I think 

al-Shabab is not in a position to negotiate, and the government is not in a position to negotiate”  

Potentiality for talks between FGS and Al-Shabaab  

This researcher aimed at knowing if there exists an opportunity for political settlement talks 

between the two parties. Currently, the FGS is not accepted in entirety as a legitimate Centre of power, 

and given that both parties have political and religious ambitions, the potentiality for Al-Shabaab 

submitting for negotiation seems to be at the lowest point.  

With this objective, the researcher asked if there is any room for talks for political settlement 

initiated by Al-Shabaab and any pre-conditions need to be implemented before the talks can begin. A 

mixed reaction from the participants was noted, especially with the willingness of Al-Shabaab to 

participate in the political settlement without 'setting the mood' for the process first. For instance; 

Respondent 1 stated that: 

“No, I think there will be pre-conditions from both sides, and this has been the problem.” 

Also supporting this notion is respondent 5 who argued that: 
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“It will be hard, if not impossible, to have an unconditional political settlement with al-

Shabaab”.  

Some respondents perceived that Al-Shabaab would not initiate political negotiations because it 

is still a lethal armed group winning the battle. And in this case, the FGS is in a better position to submit 

and call for negotiations. For instance, Respondent 2 stated that:   

 “For them, they are winning in the sense that they have a foothold and the fact that we are 

having this debate is proved that they have people starting taking them seriously.” 

Besides, respondent 4 believed that the potentiality for talks between the two groups would not 

happen:  

 “No. I don’t think so… The point of view is that they know they will not be in a position of 

power if they negotiate – so they need to hind behind the shed, hind behind the walls and the 

mountains”.  

Besides, respondent 3 thought that there could be some potential if the Somali government 

approaches this process with a strategy (setting the conditions for negotiations): 

 “Yes, they are capable, and they definitely would like to, but if the conditions are not created, 

then obviously they are not, and, the other part if they approach the conflict to divide them…. so it's 

going to a partial settlement, not its entirety.” 

Secondly, with the above responses, some respondents gave several conditions that need to be 

met before the potentiality for negotiations begin. For instance, Respondent 1 believes that it is up to Al-

Shabaab's willingness to initiate the political negotiations by accepting the sovereignty and Somali 

nationalism before engaging in such discourse: 

 “Al-Shabaab has to accept the Somali constitution, they have to accept the sovereignty of 

Somalia, and they have to accept the non-violent process of gaining political objectives” 
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On the other hand, respondent 2 believes that the only approach to attain this stance is by 

meeting Al-Shabaab’s demands:  

 “The only way they will do so is if all their terms are met. That’s the only way they will come to 

the negotiation table…. They want to become the only legitimate government in Somalia, that is their 

simple demand; there is no other demand”. 

 

The role of non-Somali mediators in the Somali crisis  

The researcher seeks to explore the role of diplomacy in a failed state; while consensus has been 

built on the role of a political settlement in practice in conflict resolution; international mediators have 

had significant achievements in this capacity. In this case, the issue of core beliefs and nationality arises, 

which might seem to impede the mediation process because of diverse religious and nationality 

standing. In this case, the researcher asked the respondents if the non-Somali actors mediate/facilitate 

talks between the two parties despite possessing different beliefs and religious inclinations. The findings 

are as follows.  

Respondent 3 believes that even though non-Somali actors can be useful to initiate negotiation 

efforts, Al-Shabaab demands have to be met for it to be successful: 

“Absolutely, but again it has to first, all those conditions have been spoken earlier have to be 

created before that comes to consideration.” 

 On the other hand, Respondent 2 also believes that the political climate has to be favourable for 

Al-Shabaab to agree to negotiations for a peace settlement: 

 “I don't think it's an issue of nationality for these people; it's not an issue of nationality whether 

their Somali or non-Somali. It does not matter who those mediators are. If their core beliefs are not 
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being met or you disagree with their core beliefs, then it doesn't matter who those mediators are, 

whether they are Somali or non-Somali.”  

Additionally, respondent 4 believes that global actors from the Middle East can be useful to 

initiate such talks. Notably, respondent 4’s response is quite crucial for this subject since it supports the 

good relationship between the global actors themselves which is very useful for bringing both sides 

together to the negotiation table: 

 “I think they have a role to play, I think they have a space to play, they can talk to al-Shabab, 

they can talk to the current government, and they can bring it together in Qatar and in anywhere, and of 

course Qatar has a good relationship in the US.” 

 

The effectiveness of the military strategy to bring a lasting solution  

Also, upon discussing the conditions for the negotiation, the researcher seeks to find out what the 

experts think would be a permanent solution. And in this regard, the researcher asked if the respondents, 

in their opinion, think that the use of military means could bring a lasting solution to Somalia. While this 

mood should be set for negotiation, the respondents gave mixed reactions regarding this question. For 

instance, some respondents feel that it is the use of the military would not be a solution that will bring 

lasting peace. Respondent 5 said: 

“'Therefore, resolving the problem the Somali government has with Al-Shabaab cannot be 

resolved militarily as Al-Shabaab engages in asymmetric attacks.” 

Respondent 2 also argued that: 

 ‘Somali government has to open the door for these guys to come back and to have incentives 

where they incentives them….. For two parties to come and agree with something, they have to 



34 

 

compromise on something. Al-Shabab is not going to compromise anything to them; compromising is 

apostatizing’. 

Whereas some of the respondents believe that military use cannot bring a lasting solution, some 

respondents think the use of military could be the best approach to at least weaken Al-Shabaab. For 

instance, respondent 4: 

 “Still, I believe they can be Weak. They can be destroyed and in a certain part, but I don't think 

it can be eliminated because you know what al-Shabab are a virus and terrorist extremist are riders 

among the body. I am sure the Somali clan is all equipped with all kinds of weapons. If they find al-

Shabab are weakened and running, and the government is changing, I think they will do their part, and 

at that point, al-Shabab will have nowhere to hinder, but at the moment, they are the government 

running the show” 

On the other hand, Respondent 3 states that:  

“Yes, Absolutely, I mean if the government cannot show the ability to weaken or at least show the 

other side of the government cannot sustain for a very long time – now what the government is 

sustaining are the foreign forces.” 

Respondent one, however, perceives that both the use of military alongside negotiation 

approaches should continue. 

 “No, I think both means have to continue.” 

 

The way forward  

Since the strategy for attaining a lasting solution was not arrived at in this case, the researcher 

sought to understand the way forward, given that there seems to be no winning side, and no compromise 
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seems to be attained. Therefore, the researcher asked the respondents what they think should be the best 

way for the government and the people of Somalia. Varied responses were observed in this case.  

Respondent 1 believes that the federal government should not desist from protecting its citizens 

even if the conflict still exists. This action would improve trust in the government for better outcomes:  

“Federal Government of Somalia should focus on improving its security apparatus and 

enhancing its political stability.” 

On the other hand, respondent 2 believes that empowering people on education would improve 

civility among the Somali people to bring up a non-hostile generation: 

“These people have to be re-educated, and the only way to do that is for the Somali government 

to empower people who know to go into society to protect their families and empower them.” 

Lastly, respondent 4 believes that the Somali government should pressure Al-Shabaab to come to 

the negotiation table. Besides, they should apply historical insights to come up with the best alternative: 

 “So Al-Shabaab needs to be pressured to come to the negotiations... I think the next government, 

not this one has to come with different approaches learning from the past – learn from previous 

governments what they have done right and what they have done wrong, learning from al-Shabaab, 

using international and Somali experts, they would have studied the best way forward.” 

Discussion  

Political solution with Al-Shabaab and ending the conflict in Somalia  

Some of the responses given above concur thoroughly with the political settlement theory, which 

accentuates that the main attribute in setting political conflicts is to define and measure transformation. 

In this regard, the political settlement process should aim at informing the interveners on how to engage 

with the realism of political power-balance in societies in which they intervene (Bell, 2015). This 

argument is supported by respondent 4's argument that there has to be a party with high power or at least 
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the two parties need to agree that they are not more reliable than the other with assistance from 

international interveners. 

Nevertheless, given where invasive forms of international involvement are not engaged, there 

exists a fine strike between becoming part of a political process and intervening to influence a political 

settlement (Tadros & Allouche, 2017).  

While political settlement literature has attempted to depict and increase understanding of 

political settlement dynamics and opinions, some studies relate conflict resolution with economic and 

participation encouragements developed both indirectly and directly by institutions. Therefore, this 

inclination comprehends that the fundamental approach to political settlements should be based on 

restructuring elite incentives instead of fixing the democratic faults of political and legal establishments 

(Bell, 2015). 

Al-Shabaab is primarily an ethnic movement that focuses on Somali's governance. In this regard, 

it can only survive or, instead, develop by providing better security, improved opportunities, and 

sounder governance than the Federal Government of Somali (FGS) (Barret, 2019). Previously, Al-

Shabaab might have developed these conditions, but after losing several territories and resources, it has 

found ways to stem its deterioration. This event has been due to its aggravation against 'western 

aggression' while conducting attacks both in the country to undermine any advent of advancing stability 

and also attacking from outside Somalia dissuading any regional supporters from maintaining their 

support (Hansen, 2013). 

The movement's goals are strongly aligned to Islamic, and it appeals to a mutual transnational 

Islamic distinctiveness rather than any specific ethnicity. However, just like any other movement that 

seeks to control Somalia, it has to function within the setting it finds itself in.  
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Additional evidence shows that the Somali people are more concerned about local issues. While 

the FGS is currently dominant, Al-Shabaab does not seem to be a feasible choice for Somali people 

(Keating & Waldman, 2019). 

Besides, given the enlarging gap in Al-Shabaab's objectives and its ability to deliver, it is the best 

opportunity to exploit the integral divisions within the group and flatten its influence considerably. The 

FGS could best do this undertaking with negotiations with clans and key people currently supporting Al-

Shabaab. At this time, the FGS should also expand its capacity to provide security and offer good 

governance. Hence, FGS will need to strengthen its agreements with the parties involved. Even though 

FGS will need military effort to conquer Al-Shabaab, the path to victory lies in a successful political 

strategy (Belliveau, 2015).  

 

Potentiality for talks between FGS and Al-Shabaab  

Given the above responses, it can be noted that most respondents believe that the negotiations 

between the two parties cannot happen unless each of their demands has been adhered to in entirety. 

This situation, thus, deepens the conflict. 

Conversely, additional evidence shows that the election of President Mohamed Abdullahi in the 

country, it provides a potential factor in opening up space for starting negotiations with Al-Shabaab. 

This submission, based on a broader synthesis of the literature, examines the potential enablers and 

spoilers and identifies key lessons from past talks with Al-Shabaab. The main conclusions from these 

shreds of evidence are as follows. 

Firstly, Somali and global organizations such as ActionAid, Somalia NGO consortium and 

African Union concur that both FGS and Al-Shabaab share a common ground to some extent. In 

particular, this relates to the final political objective, i.e., to provide security and better governance to the 
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Somali people. Therefore, the major players can support the project of a Somali-owned governance 

system that is primarily based on local Islamic traditions (Botha & Abdile, 2019).  

Secondly, while the Somali elders, business moguls along with Muslim-dominated countries 

have been acknowledged as potential enablers or architects of negotiation with Al-Shabaab, evidence 

suggests that such dialogues need at least non-opposition from primary divisions both in the FGS and 

Al-Shabaab and most importantly from dominant regional powers who have overruled previous pacts. 

Thirdly, the FGS and the global participants should decide if they need to maintain their focus on 

enabling and advancing defections from Al-Shabaab with the perspective of detaching despots for them 

to either yield or be killed by the military- or wish to sightsee the chances of detailed negotiations with 

Al-Shabaab to bring in the entire movement. These are the potential barriers to initiating negotiations for 

a better and secure Somalia. Every choice has a significant implication for the country's future and also 

for international peace and security. 

According to Botha & Abdile (2019), given the above conditions, the mood for peace negotiation 

could be set, but the outcomes of the negotiation could still be unknown given that both parties seek a 

similar plan; to be the legitimate entre of power in Somalia.   

Further evidence suggests that Al-Shabaab's leadership is ready to engage in political dialogues 

with FGS however, under certain conditions. According to Keating and Waldman (2019), family and 

friends have an essential role in convincing Al-Shabaab followers to abandon the rebellions, just like 

religious leaders and clan elders. In contrast, the FGS has no crucial role in persuading Al-Shabaab 

members to desist the insurgence or apply for amnesty. While similar negotiation talks are happening 

primarily in Afghanistan with Taliban talks, the Al-Shabaab are keenly following the proceedings just to 

avoid mistakes that would disadvantage them in the future (Abdi, 2010).   
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In this regard, the two most essential conditions set for the negotiations to take place is the 

withdrawal of foreign forces and the declaration of a general amnesty for the members who wish to re-

join society. This action would follow the formation of all-inclusive security forces consisting of all 

parties, full enactment of the Sharia law, the institution of a newfound government comprising all 

parties, and guaranteed employment for Al-Shabaab members (Keating and Waldman, 2019).  

Qatar and Saudi Arabia representatives have been perceived as potential facilitators for 

negotiations between the two parties. While Somalia, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and Turkey have been 

identified as potential locations for hosting the talks (Abdi, 2010) However, the negative emotions 

directed at AMISOM contributing nations have mainly been held that they should not be barred from 

participating in the negotiations (Keating and Waldman, 2019). 

 

The role of non-Somali mediators in the Somali crisis  

From this perspective, most of the respondents believe that the external bodies have a more 

prominent role in initiating political settlement to create lasting peace for Somalia. However, they 

emphasize that for the mediators to succeed, the pre-conditions set before the negotiation process need 

to be implemented.   

Despite the perceived importance of international diplomatic players in the conflict resolution 

process in Somalia, some research argues that using the traditional elders by the Somalia government 

proves to be the critical solution to soften the insurgence's no-negotiation position for enduring peace 

(Skjelderup, 2020). Similarly, Botha & Abdile (2014) accentuate that because of the nature and status of 

the Somalia elders in the society vested legitimacy and perceived integrity, engaging them would 

undoubtedly set-in motion a process that could potentially lead to a conferred settlement.  
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From this perspective, earlier research counters this argument that the political settlement is 

fundamental to all development, including international undertaking and diplomatic communities 

collaboratively that commands a substantial influence over the nature and trajectory of the political 

settlement process to attain lasting peace. According to Kanyinga & Walker (2013), international 

interveners have a fundamental role in conflict resolution despite their diverse beliefs and religious 

inclinations. These actors enhance their influence over several vital political issues mainly as an 

outcome of implementing good practice in delicate circumstances, comprehending the setting, 

embracing a united and legitimate standing, harmonizing and cooperating closely, and quickly avoiding 

conflict. 

As an essential part of the political settlement process, there is a need to lay a foundation for 

state-building to solve the grounds of the conflict. For instance, during the 2007-2008 post-election 

violence in Kenya, the international diplomatic community had a massive role in developing a cohesive 

political voice for negotiation for a long-lasting peace (Ibid).  

Further evidence shows that the influence of dominant elites in unstable countries' evolving 

trajectory has been seen as an essential aspect of political settlement (Mirza, 2013). While the best-fit 

approach of building the local, political, and cultural setting is not yet known, transitioning from conflict 

to a peaceful state needs country leadership and ownership alongside assistance from international 

diplomatic players.  

These advances ascertain that effective engagement procedures in fragile circumstances are 

contingent on being familiar with the local political context. Whereas if development layers seek to 

enhance their conventional approaches of working with fragile states, they should be far more familiar 

with the political and religious conditions on the ground, including the structural aspects, players, 

establishment, and motivations that fashion these internal political undercurrents. 
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According to Kanyinga &Walker, (2013), the political settlement theory, as a result, proposes 

that while outsiders can help in solving conflicts within parties of a state, they have to understand the 

socio-political and economic setting and the structural and pressing circumstances for conflicts.  

 

The effectiveness of the military strategy to bring a lasting solution  

Given the above answers, it is essential to note that no respondent gave a total solution that 

would lead to everlasting peace in Somalia. Notably, most believe that while the use of military can 

assist in weakening Al-Shabaab, the insurgency cannot be eliminated, citing that Al-Shabaab concerns 

are like a virus. Notably, most of the respondents believe that the federal government of Somalia needs 

to continue doing the best for its people to bring peace and security for all. Besides, they argue that they 

should not relent in their efforts to seek everlasting peace as the only way forward.   

 

Conclusion 

Thirty years now, Somalia has had an enduring civil crisis due to first political and then religious 

ideological differences between different clans and warring factions and now the FGS and the insurgent 

group Al-Shabaab. Al-Shabaab enjoys a semi-territorial jurisdiction in the South and Central regions of 

the country. Despite over decades of foreign military and political interventions regionally and 

internationally, a political or religious solution has not been found yet. Besides, no government 

emerging from a peace process has been able to establish legitimacy among the Somali people entirely. 

Nevertheless, in various local communities, the Somali people have utilized traditions of conflict 

resolutions to re-establish some sort of law and order and security. For instance, the engagement of 

sheiks and clan elders has been crucial as they have substantial influence over communities and can 

reinforce countering vicious radicalism efforts. Local Sheikhs have also been the key to resolve religious 
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indoctrination. However, there is need for developing them prudently. Nevertheless, this approach has 

not been able to attain a permanent solution in the country.   

This paper intended to answer the question of whether negotiations with Al-Shabaab are 

inevitable and whether they are the only way to ensure eternal peace in Somalia. By discussing the 

inevitable solution to the problem, addressing the alternative areas that could bring lasting peace to 

Somalia, and pursue the possibility of engaging a political dialogue between the two conflicting parties. 

Several conclusions can be drawn from this study; firstly, negotiations between the two parties 

cannot happen unless each of their demands has been adhered to in entirety. This situation, therefore, 

deepens the conflict. Secondly, the external bodies have a more significant role in initiating political 

settlement to create lasting peace for Somalia. However, for the mediators to succeed, the pre-conditions 

set before the negotiation process needs to be implemented. 

Given the conclusions, it is notable that this study did not arrive at an amicable approach that 

would lead to everlasting peace in Somalia. Besides, while military use can assist in weakening Al-

Shabaab, the insurgency cannot be eliminated. 

Furthermore, this study explores that the federal government of Somalia needs to continue doing 

the best for its people to bring peace and security for all. The government should not relent in their 

efforts to seek everlasting peace as the only way forward. Based on the political settlement theory, this 

study concludes that the international and diplomatic players by coming together and ensuring good 

practice can create practical and more engagement in fragile countries to resolve conflicts. Among the 

recommendations are that a broad and inclusive approach should be employed, drawing upon a 

combination of various types of local and international conflict resolution approaches such as the use of 

religious leaders whereby Sufi and non-political Wahhabism are included.   
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This study recommends that further research be conducted on the use of traditional elders as part 

of integral stakeholders in the negotiation processes in Somalia. Further evidence is also needed 

regarding the use of religious leaders as a reference group or an advisory board on Common 

Vulnerabilities and Exposures (CVE) comprising of local elders representing all clans in the region and 

religious heads for all denominations. As a recommendation to the current conflict in Somalia, this study 

proposes the creation of a religious leader platform to make sure suitable teachings in schools and more 

mainly in local society. Finally, rural security should be a primary significance for the exclusive 

representative of the UN, the FGS, and the more extensive set of international contributors and 

associates. 

Annex 1: Interview questions 

 

1. Is it possible to have genuine political solution to al-Shabaab’s insurgency? 

 

2. Is it possible to have political settlement with al-Shabaab without any pre-conditions? 

 

3. Is there a role for non-Somali actors in mediating/facilitating talks between the two parties?  

 

4. Taking an example from what’s happening in Afghanistan with the Taliban talks- is there any 

comparison between al-Shabaab and Taliban?  

 

5. There will be demands from both sides, for instance, al-Shabaab asking the withdrawal of 

African forces – do you think al-Shabaab’s demands can be met by the federal government?   

 

6. If yes, what do you al-Shabaab’s demands or terms will be? 

 

7. Some analysts say that it is very difficult to have any political settlement with al-Shabaab as long 

as they have extreme views and ideologies that is based on religion? Do you think it is possible 

to bring and reconcile the political process with religious views?  

 

8. Who do you think will need first to initiate the talks? Does it have to be from the international 

community or from the Somali government?  

 

9. At the moment it looks that the current solution for the problem is to use military means and 

eliminate the group by force-do you think this option could bring a lasting solution?  
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Annex 2: Informed consent release 

 

My name is Farhan Jimale. I am a student at Uppsala University in Sweden. I am inviting you to participate in a 
research study.  Involvement in the study is voluntary, so you may choose to participate or not.  I am now going 
to explain the study to you.  Please feel free to ask any questions that you may have about the research; I will be 
happy to explain anything in greater detail. 

I am interested in participating in this research. This will take approximately (30 - 45 minutes) min./hrs. of your 
time.  All information will be kept (either confidential, in the case where subjects' identities need to be retained 
or can be associated with their responses, or anonymous and confidential, in the case where data collection does 
not allow responses to be connected with a particular subject).  If anonymous, this means that your name will 
not appear anywhere and no one except me will know about your specific answers.  If confidential, I will assign a 
number to your responses, and only I will have the key to indicate which number belongs to which participant.  
In any articles I write or any presentations that I make, I will use a made-up name for you, and I will not reveal 
details or I will change details about where you work, where you live, any personal information about you, and 
so forth. 

The benefit of this research is that you will be helping us to understand peaceful resolution in Somalia’s religious 
and political conflict.  This information should help us to (benefit of the research, better understanding, etc.).  If 
you do not wish to continue, you have the right to withdraw from the study, without penalty, at any time. 

By signing this form you are agreeing to participate in the interview, besides, you certify that you are at least 18 
years of age [or have a signed parental consent form on file with the______________________________ 
department]. 

             

Print name of participant 
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Signature of participant        date 

             

Print name of investigator   

               

Signature of investigator        date 
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