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“Si nos quedamos callados nos matan  
y si hablamos también, entonces hablamos.” (Aquí, 2019) 

"If we keep quiet, they kill us 
and if we talk too, then we talk."   
Cristina Bautista, Social Leader,  

Nasa Indigenous Community 
Killed in October 2019   

1. Introduction 
Cristina Bautista's phrase summarizes part of the anguish of the Social Leaders (SLs) and explains 
why, despite the constant threat, more and more leaders continue to appear. In a country like Colombia 
burdened by injustice and social problems caused by a model that promotes inequality and represses 
protest, the only action available is to lead change even if it costs life.  

“Cristina Bautista was assassinated on October 29 in the Tacueyó reservation, in the department of 
Cauca, while she was exercising her work as Indigenous Governor. She was 42 years old and was a 
Social Worker who graduated from the School of Human Development of the Universidad del Valle 
in 2017. She was a fellow in the “Human Rights Training Program for Indigenous Peoples of Latin 

America, carried out in collaboration by the University of Deusto and the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights and financed by the AVCD " (Gómez, 2019). 

Bautista mentioned in life “I would like to bring to light the current situation of indigenous peoples 
in Colombia, the murder of indigenous leaders, the repression of social protests. The peace agreement, 
instead of helping, what it has done is to reinforce the conflict and the exploitation of sacred territories 
in Colombia ... In the current situation, in almost all indigenous nations, as women, we are working 
to find a future better for our families. I don't want women in this country to live in these 
circumstances. Indigenous women need opportunities to participate in political and economic life, in 
society and in culture. Today it gives me strength to see all these women here and see that I am not 
alone" (AWID, 2019).  This relates to the interest of the SLs, shows what they defend, and expresses 
the disagreement with different social structures and especially the government. This analysis will 
constantly refer to figures and SLs in general. The study emphasizes that each of the SLs has a story 
that deserves to be known, that like Cristina, hundreds of stories worthy of their own space end up 
being forgotten. This analysis, due to limitations, did not delve into SLs´ work. However, It has to be 
recognized SLs importance and intend to contribute for solutions to this social calamity. 

Colombia is living a human tragedy; the country has witnessed the assassination of SLs and human 
rights defenders for a long period of time (CIDH, 2019). Prem, et al. (2018) mention that these killings 
have been carried out systematically, and that between 2009 and 2017, around 550 SLs were 
assassinated. Also, the signing of the peace agreement has created a power vacuum that has had as a 
consequence an increase in the numbers of SLs and human right defenders killed (Mejía, 2020b, p. 
314; Prem, et al., 2018). During the current Colombian government, chaired by Ivan Duque, the 
homicides of SLs have worsened. Just during 2020, about 310 SLs and human rights defenders were 
assassinated in Colombia (INDEPAZ, 2021). The Program Somos Defensores conducted an analysis 
that concluded that of the murders of SLs committed between 2009 and 2017, around 91.7% are still 
unpunished (Comisión Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018, p. 167). On the other hand, in 2020 
there were 116 reported threats, 61 attacks and 91 assaults against SLs (CINEP, 2021). INDEPAZ 
(2020) mentions that of the total homicides committed against SLs, 63% of their perpetrators are 
unknown, while 11% were committed by FARC dissidents, 10% by narco-paramilitaries, 5% by ELN 
and 4% by public forces. 
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In addition, the armed conflict and drug trafficking have been used as the root of many social problems, 
including the killing of SLs and HRD. However, different analyzes carried out around this 
humanitarian tragedy also indicate that legal and illegal extractive processes also appear in the 
contexts in which SLs carry out their work (Mejía, 2020b, p. 316). Furthermore, most of the SLs 
assassinated correspond to defenders of the land and territory with ethnic approaches1 (Nocua, 2019, 
p. 162; Middeldorp & Le Billon, 2019).  

SLs are vital actors in the conservation of the environment since they are an important part of the 
structuring of social networks that integrate local cosmovisions (Vicsek, et al., 2016; Blaser, 2016). 
In addition to these efforts to protect the environment, SLs also fulfill roles of promoting community 
development, building social fabric, human rights protection, overseers of democracy and 
peacemakers, and other tasks of social, economic, and environmental importance (Comisión 
Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018, p. 9). Also, Ortiz (2020) remarks that not only the systematic 
assassinations of SLs are the problem but also ideological elimination. The latter through discredit, 
judicial false positives, slander, co-optation, social fragmentation, criminalization, and stigmatization 
of key actors of communities, organizations, and movements. Ortiz relates these strategies of 
ideological elimination with the hegemonic power that seeks to eliminate antagonistic perspectives 
(2020). On the other hand, the role of the Colombian state, according to its Magna Carta, The Political 
Constitution of Colombia is to guarantee the right to life (Constitución Política de Colombia, 1991). 
Therefore, concrete actions and strong positions are expected from the government to face this 
situation. However, there are indications that the discourse of the government and its party does not 
pay enough attention to the situation in their communications. The government continually denies the 
quality of genocide, and claims that the killings of SLs are isolated cases (Ortiz, 2020, p. 442). 
According to Cárdenas, et al. the killing of SLs is scarcely mentioned by the government and its 
supporters in the texts produced via Twitter (Cárdenas, et al., 2018).  

Kajsiu (2019, p. 1) concludes that the Uribism position has characteristics of the neoliberal discourse 
where the market, competition, and entrepreneurship appear as the principal sources of socio-
economic development. The actions of the government of Ivan Duque follow the discourse of uribism.  
The latter means that is focused on the reduction of taxes on companies, protection of private property, 
and promotion of the financial sector. Uribism has a preponderant neoliberal characteristic (Cárdenas, 
2013), with conservative beliefs based on the traditional family and the Christian religion, where the 
war is the main way to achieve peace and justice (Kajsiu, 2019). Zuluaga & Rodriguez (2019) mention 
that these dynamics that the SLs experience are related to the hegemonic models, especially the one 
that the Colombian government, therefore the analysis of the discourse becomes fundamental to 
understand their relationship with the problem of the SLs. 

In the latter, stigmatization of SLs is evidenced, which is related to the discourse of different actors, 
including government representatives (Mejía, 2020b). Therefore, this analysis tries to understand the 
influence of the discourse of the government and the party that supports it, understanding that Uribism 
is the hegemonic ideology in Colombia (Gamboa, 2019). To find ways to solve this problem, it is 
essential to understand it from the perspective of discourse, since it allows to comprehend the power 
dynamics on which this "social wrong" is structured. Besides, performing a critical analysis allows 
finding transition paths towards possible alternative solutions to the problem. In other words, this 
study is one more piece necessary to understand the complexities of the reality of SLs in Colombia. 
The analysis also analyzes the crisis of a hegemonic model that resorts to repressive power to maintain 
its structures and privileges.  

The violence of which SLs are victims not only in Colombia but in the rest of the world has been 

 
1 Reference is made to indigenous and Afro-descendant minorities. 
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analyzed in different studies. Le Billon & Lujalab (2020) perform an analysis of the determining 
variables in violence against environmental and land defenders. There is a common factor and it is the 
land as the center of the analyzes. Middeldorp & Le Billon (2017) explain the problems of 
environmental and land defenders in contexts with high levels of inequalities, marginalization, and 
liberalization of investment. Prause & Le Billon  (2020) analyze the different forms of resistance and 
indirectly relate these demonstrations with SLs. Regarding academic studies in Colombia, the analysis 
of Cárdenas, et al (2018) use Twitter to determine the opinion of the different political parties 
regarding problems related to SLs. Cárdenas, et al (2018) conclude that the SLs are mentioned more 
frequently by leftist politicians than by right-wing parties in their messages on Twitter. On the other 
hand, Ball, et al (2018) quantify the universe of SLs and also reach clarity on the number of murdered 
SLs in Colombia. Zuluaga & Rodriguez (2019) strongly criticize neoliberal governments and the role 
the latter plays in SLs struggle. Nocua (2019) presents an analysis of the difficulty of implementing 
the peace agreements in Colombia given the environment of violence against SLs and highlights the 
persecution of which they are victims. Prem, et al. (2018) carry out an analysis of the increase in the 
killings of SLs. Also, the article explains the relationship of the assassinations with the power vacuum 
resulting from the government's inability to comply with the peace agreements. The review of 
academic studies presents several challenges. First, there is no single definition for social leader, the 
studies found use terms such as environmental or land defender. Second, the analyzes present different 
scales and contexts. Third, most studies are not peer-reviewed. Finally, there is no analysis that relates 
the government's discourse and violence against SLs. 

At another level of analysis are the reports of international organizations, in this case, the IACHR, 
which presents a report about HRDs in Latin America (CIDH, 2006), which gives a vision of what 
happened and the current situation in different countries. In general, these reports are a photograph of 
what is happening, but they adhere to the discourse of international politics. Therefore, these reports 
do not go in-depth and do not carry out a critical analysis of the situation. These studies are also 
presented in the Colombian environment, providing details of the current situation in the country and 
coining specific definitions, such as defenders of peace (CIDH, 2019). The reports alert the 
international community of the situation. However, the reports' diplomatic language avoids critical 
vision as much as possible. The analysis used these reports to explain the concept of social leader (See 
section 2.1). Besides, HCHR and HRW present reports of different human rights violations including 
violence against SLs. Those reports monitor the problem periodically (HCHR, 2011; HRW, 2019) 

Regarding the government reports, they aim to comply with the agreements reached with international 
organizations. For example, in the report "Annual Report On Homicides Against SLs And Human 
Rights Defenders In Colombia" (CPDHAI, 2021; Consejería Presidencial para Los Derechos 
Humanos, 2019) The government lists the actions carried out for the protection of SLs and the 
statistics. This report highlights the actions carried out by the government. Typically, they collect 
information from state agencies, of which independent organizations have many doubts (see section 
4). 

In contrast, the reports of the organizations that support SLs make a strong criticism of the 
government's actions, the report “El Cambio” -in English “The change” of the Somos Defensores 
Program, denounces the lack of actions of the government and recounts how investigative entities and 
those in charge of protection have failed (Programa Somos Defensores, 2015). On the other hand, the 
report “What are the Patterns? Assassinations of SLs in the post-agreement (CPALSPA) ” (Comisión 
Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018) presents an in-depth analysis of the correlations of the 
homicides and the alleged perpetrators, in this last point it highlights the difficulty to determine who 
threatens the SLs. 

Thus, I ask the following research question: how does the discourse of the Colombian government 
address the current reality of threats, violence, and assassinations that SLs face? In consequence, it is 
necessary to answer the latter by responding the following three sub-questions: a) What are the 
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positions of the current government of Colombia and its supporters with regards to the current reality 
of threats, violence and assassinations that SLs face? b) What are characteristics of the government of 
Colombia and its supporters´ discourse? How do these characteristics relate to the current reality of 
threats, violence, and assassinations that SLs face? c) How is the current reality of threats, violence 
and assassinations SLs being addressed by the Colombian government? 

To determine the discourse of the government, critical discourse analysis (CDA) was applied. In turn, 
when determining the government's discourse, the “social wrong” can be analyzed under the vision of 
an ontological conflict and the discuss section can be generated from this perspective. CDA has proven 
to be an effective tool to analyze written or spoken language, and its connection to the social life 
(Fairclough, 2003). This is related to the structure of language and the social practices in which it 
develops, this implies bringing the analysis to the understanding of the structures on which the 
discourse is created. CDA was applied at three different levels, 1) the formal policy level, where the 
government's planning document for the 2018-2022 mandate. 2) Tweets generated by government 
channels with greater responsibility for the care of SLs, 3) Tweets generated by government party 
members with greater influence on social networks.  

From the moment I decided to develop my thesis focus on the killings of SLs in Colombia, many 
people have asked me the same question: What is the relationship between the killings of SLs and 
sustainable development? The answer is that SLs are people who pursue the common good, fight 
against inequities, in favor of the conservation of the environment, justice, and peace. These are some 
examples of the components of sustainable development that SLs pursue. Therefore, SLs are catalysts 
for sustainable development and their assassination is not just a deeply human tragedy but also a 
societal problem that requires urgent attention. Thus, a deeper analysis is required and one of the first 
steps is to understand the context in which this “social wrong” happens. Consequently, critical 
discourse analysis appears as a tool that allows me to analyze certain hegemonic, ideological, and 
power conditions immersed in this humanitarian disaster. 
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2. Conceptual framework 

2.1. Concept of social leader 

2.1.1. The concept of human rights defender (HRD) and its connection 
with the definition of social leader from international organizations 
and the government's perspective. 

 

It is necessary to define the concept of leader that adapts to the analysis to be carried out. And the 
question arises, should the analysis focus on human right defenders, SLs or environmental leaders or 
community leaders? what type of leader will be analyzed? First, the statistics presented on the 
assassinated leaders has a first level of classification between SLs and human rights defenders 
(Comisión Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018). However, there are differences in definition 
between the government and other independent organizations. 

For the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) the concept used is “Human 
rights defender”, and  it is defined as “a term used to describe people who, individually or with others, 
act to promote or protect human rights. Human rights defenders are identified above all by what they 
do and it is through a description of their actions…and of some of the contexts in which they work” 
(OHCHR, 2004, p. 2). The list of human rights problems that HRD being fought against is varied and 
within them are examples such as: summary executions, torture, arbitrary arrest and detention, female 
genital mutilation, toxic waste, and its impact on the environment. In addition, they carry out some of 
the activities to promote human rights: a) Collecting and disseminating information on violations, b) 
Supporting victims of human rights violations, c) Action to secure accountability and to end impunity, 
d) Supporting better governance and government policy, e) Contributing to the implementation of 
human rights treaties, f) Human rights education and training. For its part, the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) indicates that a Human Rights Defender is "any person who 
in any way promotes or seeks the realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms recognized 
at the national or international level" (CIDH, 2019, p. 21). 

Transferring the concept to the Colombian environment, the IACHR presented a report regarding the 
situation in the country where under the framework of analysis of the situation of human rights 
defenders the IACHR mentions: “The HRD most at risk are the leaders and SLs, who defend human 
rights in rural areas, the Peace Agreement, the land, the rights of ethnic peoples and the environment, 
against the interests of criminal groups, armed and illegal groups, and against the interests of state 
and non-state actors such as national and international companies and other power groups” (CIDH, 
2019). Therefore, IACHR confirms that from the vision of the UN, SLs are in the framework of human 
rights defenders. 

The government of Colombia through Decree 2137 of 2018 proposed the “Timely Action Plan 
Commission” (PAO for its acronym in Spanish). This commission's objective is to prevent and protect 
human rights defenders, social and community leaders, and journalists from different threats. In the 
decree as such, no definition is given, but the plan provides the guidelines on which the plan is 
structured. For its part, in the plan, a more detailed government document, it is mentioned that its 
bases originate in the “Declaration on the right and duty of individuals and groups and institutions to 
promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms”, also the Ministry of the Interior 
mentions “For the Colombian context, it is understood that a person can be a defender of human rights 
in different areas of leadership, identifying in principle the following: community leader, community 
leader, Land Restitution leader, peasant leader, social leader, union leader,  environmental leader, 
women's leader, Afro-descendant leader, indigenous leader, leader of victims or displaced persons, 
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youth and childhood leader, cultural leader, LGBTI leader, health promoter leader, artisanal mining 
leader, communicator (a) defender of rights human rights lawyer, human rights defender, defender or 
leader associated with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), implementing of the peace 
agreement leader, leader in crop substitution, movement leader political and religious leaders.” 
(Gobierno de Colombia; MININTERIOR, 2018, p. 3), In other words, a series of typologies are added 
to IACHR´s definition which are related the activities the HRD normally do in the Colombian context. 

In parallel to the PAO, the government presented a report on the homicides of SLs over the period 
between 2016 and 2019 “Informe de Homicidios Contra Líderes Sociales y Defensores de Derechos 
Humanos 2016-2019 (IHCLSDDH16-19)” (Consejería Presidencial para Los Derechos Humanos, 
2019), In this document, the government analyzes the evolution of the definition of social leader. First, 
the report mentions the law about the protection of persons, Law 418 of 1997, where the government 
uses the terms “elected leaders2” and "activists" within the framework of what the government called 
political or ideological violence. Both terms referencing opposition groups. In the IHCLSDDH16-19 
report also appears the Decree 2816 of 2006 or “Human Rights Protection Program of the Ministry of 
the Interior and Justice” (Ministerio de Interior y de Justicia, 2006) where the groups to be protected 
were expanded, however, they continued using the term leader and activist (see table 1). 

 

 

Table 1. Comparative origins of the definition of SLs Colombian law. 

Law 418 of 1997 Decree 2816 of 2006 

Elected leaders3 or activists of political groups and 
especially opposition groups. 
Elected leaders and activists of social, civic and 
community organizations, unions, unions, peasants, and 
ethnic groups. 
Elected leaders and activists of human rights 
organizations. 
Witnesses to cases of human rights violations and 
violations of international humanitarian law, regardless 
of whether the respective criminal, disciplinary and 
administrative proceedings have been initiated. 

Elected leaders or activists of political groups, especially 
opposition; of social, civic and community organizations; 
unions, trade unions and peasants and defenders of 
Rights Humans. 
Elected leaders or activists of ethnic groups. 
Witnesses of cases of violation of Human Rights and 
infractions of International Humanitarian Law. 
Political, social, civic, and communal, union, trade union 
and peasant organizations. 
Journalists and Social Communicators. 
Elected leaders of organizations that support population 
in a situation of displacement. 
Officials and former officials responsible for the Human 
Rights or Peace Policy of the National Government. 

Source: Information taken from (Congreso de Colombia, 1997; Gobierno de Colombia, 2006) 

Within the report is also mentioned that the term “Social Leader” has also been used by the Colombian 
national police, in order to refer to threatened actors (Policia Nacional de Colombia, 2013). The 
document mentions that priority of protection is given to “social, union and NGO leaders, indigenous, 
LGBTI population, women, Afro-descendants and displaced” , when reading the document, no greater 
detail is provided of what it means to belong to these groups, but it clarifies that the objective is “to 
guarantee the protection of the free exercise of individual and collective rights and freedoms of the 
groups mentioned " (Policia Nacional de Colombia, 2013), the objective is in line with what is 
established by OHCHR and IACHR. On the other hand, the police integrate all these groups within 

 
2 I decided to use the word “director” because I consider closer to the original term in Spanish “dirigente”, 
which has differences with “Líder” 
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the term "vulnerable population". According to the police, this vulnerability resides on their "rights to 
life, integrity and personal freedom" and that it is caused by their social condition or their state of 
defenselessness. 

Returning to the analysis carried out by the government on the concept, it mentions the Resolution 
53/144 of 9 December 1998 of the OHCHR and the definition provided regarding human rights 
defenders, was only integrated by the government until 2016. The concept was integrated in Decree 
1581 of 2017 of the Ministry of the Interior, in which it regulates the Administrative Sector of the 
Interior to adopt the public policy of prevention of violations to the rights to life, integrity, liberty, 
and security of individuals, groups, and communities. The following definition is presented about 
human rights defenders: “Person who individually or in association with others, develops activities in 
favor of the promotion, respect, protection and effective guarantee of civil, political, economic rights, 
social, cultural, environmental and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels" 
(Ministerio del Interior, 2017, p. 8). 

Another institution that has dealt with the problem is the Attorney General's Office (State Prosecutor's 
Office), the entity in charge of investigating the murders of the human right defenders and SLs. This 
institution presented a report in the framework of the deliberations carried out with the IACHR, in 
which the definitions used are the ones provided by OHCHR and IACHR. Being a compilation that 
takes up the focus of activities and rights carried out and promoted by human rights defenders. 

From this section it can be concluded that the definition of social leader for the government is strongly 
related to the OHCHR guidelines, that the concept of social leader from this perspective is a 
typification of the Colombian context, whose evolution or origins are not clearly explained in 
government documents. Thus, for the government in its politics the definition used is Human rights 
defender and the term SLs are a typology under the umbrella of HRD. 

 

2.1.2. The concept of social leader from the perspective of NGOs and 
independent organizations. 

 

The report “¿Cuáles son los Patrones? Asesinatos de Líderes Sociales en el post acuerdo (CPALSPA)” 
about SLs, sponsored by the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Spanish Cooperation Agency, and 
OXFAM, presents a series of definitions from a different perspective than the governmental one. 
Although the first definition presented aligns with the concepts of the OHCHR, the importance of the 
recognition of the communities for the work carried out by the SLs is highlighted: “A leader or social 
leader is a person who is recognized by their community for leading, coordinating, or supporting 
processes or activities of a collective nature that positively affect the life of their community, improve 
and dignify their living conditions or build the social fabric” (Comisión Colombiana de Juristas & 
IEPRI, 2018, p. 9), Besides, other characteristics are provided such as a) the processes and activities 
in which they intervene are based on consensus with their communities, b) their activities are focused 
on a more just and equitable society, c) they are not necessarily recognized as defenders of rights 
humans, d) their condition does not depend on a salary. 

The CPALSPA report also provides the definition of another of the local reports with respect to the 
situation of SLs, and it is mentioned “The leaders are multifunctional, they are the voice of the 
communities, especially in those areas absent from the State, but they also watch over the fulfillment 
of human rights, promote development, defend the environment, demand substitution of crops, 
encourage the effective participation of citizens, are builders of peace and the social fabric, fight 
against illegal economies, do citizen oversight, organize peasant, indigenous , Afro-descendant, and 
community organizations, among others; their complex social function is to seek to strengthen 
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democracy and the collective enjoyment of rights" [ (COEUROPA, 2018) cited in (Comisión 
Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018) . In this the absence of the state in some of its territories stands 
out, in a clear reference to the historical situations observed in Colombia. 

In the CPALSPA report, special emphasis is placed on the importance of SLs, according to reports 
from other NGO's “SLs are the soul of the territories, they are the beacon of their communities, they 
are a source of democracy, they are the germ of ancestral knowledge, they are part of the umbilical 
cord with the earth ... they are the hope of peace in the historical situation that Colombia lives” 
(Comisión Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018), This definition also highlights its connection with 
the land, highlighting phrases such as being the "soul of the territories" which is clearly a language 
belonging to a very different perspective from that established by other organizations, such as OHCHR 
or the Government of Colombia. 

An important factor in the compilation of the report is the mention of the OHCHR's recognition of the 
diversity of the types of human rights defenders, giving a detailed look at them by recognizing the 
specific causes that they fight: “A woman who campaigns against corruption, indigenous communities 
that defend their human rights and condemn the negative impact of extractive industries or so-called 
“development” projects on their rights and the environment, organizations that deal with economic 
rights and SLs, leaders of religious communities who oppose extremism, parents who seek recognition 
and inclusion of their transgender children, a whistleblower who reports violations of labor standards, 
an official who prosecutes those who have committed rights violations humans and those who suffer 
extreme poverty and deprivation and struggle against systems of exploitation, which are the cause of 
their plight; all of these individuals and groups are human rights defenders. In recent years, the 
Special Rapporteur has sought to highlight in his thematic reports the work of some of the less visible 
groups of defenders, such as environmental human rights defenders, human rights defenders who 
collaborate with companies, and the advocates for people on the move” [ (OHCHR, 2019) Cited in 
(Comisión Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018). 

Within the definition of the concept, the actions of SLs can be executed individually or in conjunction 
with others, this is the point that differentiates SLs from a HRD. Since coining the term "leader" 
necessarily implies their relationship with third parties regardless of the form of leadership that SLs 
employ with their followers or communities (Comisión Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018, p. 9). 
Also, a HRD are not always necessarily a social leader, but SLs are always a HRD. 

SLs have a different recognition from the rest of the community, and it is for this reason that they are 
vulnerable as they are the recognized figure of the changes the communities seek [ (COEUROPA, 
2018) cited in (Comisión Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018). Part of the historical Colombian 
violence has had as one of its main characteristics the application of terror tactics that seek to keep 
the community away from carrying out certain actions against the hegemonical models. In this 
framework, the murder of SLs, in addition to affect the possibility of change, causes terror in the rest 
of the community, and prevents new people from joining these leadership tasks. Within the discourse 
of the government, including the national police, there is a clear way of defining SLs from their 
vulnerability, the definition is far from the description of their importance for Colombian society. 

2.2. Neoliberalism, neoconservatism and Uribism 
 

According to Fairclough the hegemonic model, not only in Colombia, if not in the world is the 
neoliberal capitalism (Fairclough, 2010). This factor is fundamental for the study because it is the 
context in which the delicate situation of SLs is being presented. Furthermore, it is possible to relate 
this model, especially market practices, with a good part of the human rights related problems that 
SLs are facing. First, the intensification of land grabbing, which has been demonstrated in different 
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contexts as a recurring strategy within the framework of the neoliberal capitalist model 
(Apostolopoulou & Adams, 2015). Second, the overexploitation of forests and the destruction of 
ecosystems by productive and extractive activities, normally related to land grabbing (Haller, 2019; 
Harvey, 2015). The inequality caused by some neoliberal principles (Kumi, et al., 2014, pp. 544-545), 
neoliberalism also causes social and spatial polarization (Larner, 2000). Different academics mention 
that although many of these problems are not exclusive to Neoliberalism, the main problematic is that 
the neoliberalism has not been able to find solutions for them (Escobar, 2010; Blaser, 2016).  

The first point to consider is that as well as other terms, the concept of neoliberalism is considered 
polysemic (Ganti, 2014), which denotes different meanings from different perspectives. In other 
words, neo-liberalism can be conceptualized as politics, ideology, governmentality and/or 
development model (Larner, 2000; Ganti, 2014). In this analysis, the most important characteristics 
will be compiled, which allow the identification of features of this set of ideas in the discourse of the 
Colombian government and its partners, and it is also expected to determine at what levels the 
government applies this concept. Neoliberalism is the intention of the private sector to influence 
politics and academia. This is fundamental because it is an express response to communist movements, 
a response financed by business sectors and with an interest in private property. Thus, the first point 
of the concept of neoliberalism is related to a strong fear of movements that threaten the power built 
through the accumulation of capital. The original liberal idea places special emphasis on “freedom” 
and “moral values” making implicit reference to socialism as a risk for these values (Ganti, 2014, p. 
92). This is an example of how the neoliberal message is communicated: by generating a threat. 
Furthermore, the threat to the owners of capital, not to the entire society.  

Some other relevant aspects of Neoliberalism are: a) expansion of markets (24 hours / 7 days a week), 
b) Neoliberalism is not focused only on property, the contract is the most important, c) maximization 
of the contract (hourly payment and division services), d) contract period is minimized and frequency 
increased, e) Market forces are also intensified by intensifying assessment, f) growth of the financial 
sector, g) increase in the number of artificial transactions, h) expansion of interactivity by increased 
transactions, i) the neoliberal society is a network society, j) transaction costs are of vital importance, 
k) competition from the work units to the country level, l) for neoliberalism everyone should be an 
entrepreneur (Treanor, 2005).  

Monbiot (2016) mentions the basic principle of neoliberalism as an ideology is competition as the 
fundamental characteristic of the human being, where there are losers and winners, the market is in 
charge of giving everyone what they deserve, where the vision of creating a more just Society is 
counterproductive and morally corrosive, where trade unions and collective bargain are distortions to 
the market.  

Turning to the local, the review of the Colombian context implies the analysis of Uribism, or in other 
words the ideology of the “Centro Democrático” (CD). This name "Uribism" comes from its maximum 
leader and the only reference of this political party: Alvaro Uribe Velez. In the different analyzes 
carried out on this ideology, there is controversy in aspects, such as whether it is a right-wing-populist 
party or a party with a neo-conservative ideology with key characteristics of neoliberalism (Kajsiu, 
2019). What different academics agree on is that the policies comply with neoliberal principles 
(Cárdenas, 2013; Kajsiu, 2019). 

Gamboa (2019) mentions that Uribism defended conservative social positions against the legalization 
of marriage for same-sex couples and abortion, and also the CD has been a strong defender of 
Christianity, the -heterosexual- family, and its traditions. On the other hand, Cárdenas argues that 
Uribism also has traits of “Caudillismo" (Cárdenas, 2013). In other countries caudillismo is known as 
warlordism. Warlordism consists of the position of a figure with the ability to offer security, in 
different studies it is highlighted that these figures appear in failed states and with long periods of 
civil war (Marten, 2007). The characteristics presented by Castro (2007) are 1) the caudillos rest in 
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the military bodies, 2) the leadership of the caudillo is mainly individualistic, 3) a caudillo governs in 
a centralized and paternalistic way, 4) caudillos remain in power for an extended period of time, 5 ) 
caudillo rules in an autocratic form, 6) caudillos generate public policies focused on enriching 
themselves and their collaborators. 

2.3. Power, Hegemony, Ideology and Social Leaders. 
 

Fairclough (2010) uses the concept of hegemony within his method of discourse analysis, mentioning 
that “Hegemony is the power over society as a whole of one of the fundamental economically defined 
classes in alliance (as a bloc) with other social forces, but it is never achieved more than partially 
and temporarily, as an ‘unstable equilibrium’. Hegemony is about constructing alliances, and 
integrating rather than simply dominating subordinate classes, through concessions or through 
ideological means, to win their consent”. Therefore, there is a close relationship between hegemony 
and power, both have complex structures. 

In the previous definition, the ideological means are related, so it is necessary to delve into the concept 
of ideology. Like the different terms involved in this analysis, this one is not alien to the multiplicity 
of meanings and perspectives. Jost, et al. (2009) mention that ideology refers to a belief system shared 
by a group, class, constituency or society (2009, p. 309). Knight adds to this that ideology can be 
understood as the way in which a system rationalizes itself (2006, p. 619).  

Ideology is related to the hegemonic model, when a belief system becomes what Fairclough calls 
Background knowledge (BGK) (2010). BGK is the naturalization of ideologies, this through the 
different mechanisms and strategies of in this case the actors with the greatest influence in the 
hegemonic groups. This knowledge is what is generally known as "common sense." 

The problem that is explored in the analysis is that the ideology of the government is tied to its 
ontology and therefore to its own epistemology, which due to its characteristics is incompatible with 
the interests of the communities that SLs represent. Therefore, the approach from the vision of an 
ontological conflict and the response from the ontological policy are an interesting option to explore 
solutions to these conflicts. 

On the other hand, the ontologies of the pluriverse represent the local and those realities that have 
been ignored by the hegemonic ontology, an ontology related to modernity (Blaser, 2016). A 
modernity that is characterized by ignoring the importance of local knowledge, implementing 
solutions based on a top-down scheme, and applying the concept of development from a formula that 
is not necessarily pertinent to Colombian´s local conditions (Escobar, 1995; Escobar, 2009; De Sousa, 
2003; De Sousa, 2018; De Sousa, 2009).  

 

2.4. Ontological conflicts, Political ontology, and critical 
discourse analysis.  

 

Within the discourse analysis the concept of ontological conflict will be central to carry out the critical 
analysis of the Colombian government's discourse. Unlike other perspectives such as Marxists or the 
school of critical theory, it is considered that this perspective together with the vision of the so-called 
“non-modern Latin American critical thinking school” can better explain how the hegemonical 
ideology is presented in Colombia. It can also allow to identify, to draw conclusions, if what is 
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presented in Colombia with the problem of SLs can suit within what is considered an ontological 
conflict.  

The concept "Ontological Conflict" refers to those conflicts related to the assumptions about what 
exists (Blaser, 2013) hence its name. The first reflection on this perspective has to do with the 
existence of other visions despite Europe, a term that Blaser uses to denote the survival of these “other 
stories” despite the strong European influence. One of the characteristics for which the study uses this 
perspective is that political ontology allows something fundamental in the crisis context of the current 
predominant model: to reach the alternative vision of the pluriverse. Blaser mentions that “political 
ontology is meant to simultaneously imply a certain political sensibility, a problem space, and a 
modality of analysis or critique.” (Blaser, 2013, p. 552). This is how this vision will allow to connect 
the discourse analysis with the critical perspective, which seeks to find ways to solve the “social 
wrong”. 

Now it is considered that the Colombian government, although it has neoliberal features, does not 
have the same vision as that of other countries that apply “other neoliberalism”. When thinking in 
ontologies, it implies that within the neoliberal model there are different ways of seeing reality. 
Therefore, conducting a discourse analysis of the Colombian government, in addition to establishing 
the ontology of the Colombian government and its partners, will allow to validate which characteristics 
of neoliberalism it conserves and which characteristics it adds. The analysis also allowed me to explore 
part of their characteristics and their strategies to identify how these are related to the discourse about 
the killing of SLs.  
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3. Methodology  
 

3.1. Limitations 
 

Twitter allows obtaining the last 3,200 tweets published by a specific account. The latter limits the 
study because the data represents specific conditions of society, time, and social conditions for that 
historical moment. In addition, performing an analysis that exceeds one year of Tweets involves an 
amount of data that can exceed 10,000 tweets per account. The foregoing makes an analysis for a 
period such as that available in a master's thesis unfeasible. 

3.2. Critical Discourse analysis  
 

The study develops “critical discourse analysis” as the main method of analysis which allowed 
identifying the relationship of the texts with what Fairclough (2010) defines as language / ideology, 
in addition to the connection of those with the so-called structures / events which are embedded in the 
discourses. Therefore, discourse analysis allowed me to understand the structures and how the 
discourses can in turn affect these structures in an iterative process (Fairclough, 2010, p. 73). 
Furthermore, discourse has the property of being related to other "extra-discursive" structures, which 
make it an adequate methodology for an analysis that seeks to understand the structures of power. 
Following Fairclough (2010), discourse is a complex of three elements: social practice, discoursal 
practice (text production, distribution and consumption), and text. Fairclough (2010) mentions that 
ideology appears in this scenario in the elements used to produce and interpret texts and in the way 
they are articulated with the orders of discourse. The later refers to the understanding of the 
mechanisms through which power favors a discourse in a specific socio-cultural context, in simple 
words, what it can and cannot be said (Delgado, 2010).  

CDA according to Gee & Handford  (2013) is part of critical social analysis, this has to do with what 
recognizes different social realities and socially constructed constraints. The first related concept is 
the object of analysis, which in this case will be the problematic of SLs, what Fairclough (2010) calls 
“social wrong”. The object of analysis is "material-semiotic" and where it is sought to find the 
relationship between the material and the semiotic. Semiotic refers to the meaning of signs and how 
meaning is created. Fairclough mentions that the primary objective is the analysis of texts, the latter 
can be books, articles, web pages, television programs, among others. On the other hand, there is a 
dialectical relationship between the material and the semiotic. That is a discussion about the truth that 
occurs in the interactions of the components of the social process. Gee & Handford define the social 
process as an interaction between social structures, practices, and events (Gee & Handford, 2013, p. 
11). In addition, the discourse has different objectives within which is semiosis or what is the same: 
the “meaning-making as an element of the social process” (Gee & Handford, 2013). The speech in 
turn is divided into three different categories 1) genre: the ways of acting, 2) Discourses: ways of 
representing, 3) Styles: ways of being (Fairclough, 2010). Discourse analysis also requires an 
interdiscursive analysis, in which the interactions of the different genres, discourses, and styles present 
in the analyzed text are reviewed (Fairclough, 2010, p. 19). Within the interdiscursive analysis is the 
intertextual analysis, in which the discourse is reviewed from a historical perspective (Fairclough, 
1996). These aspects will be distributed throughout the analysis. 

The first methodological step I applied was text mining, this allowed to explore the data and obtain 
visions of the generality of the discourse. The following steps were applied: 1. Data extraction through 
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R (Rtweet), 2. Application of data mining R (Cloud and correlation analysis), 3. Connection of the 
results with the Colombian context by using historical data. On the other hand, discourse analysis is 
based on the following four methodological steps presented by Fairclough (2010): “Stage 1: Focus 
upon a social wrong, in its semiotic aspect. Stage 2: Identify obstacles to addressing the social 
wrong. Stage 3: Consider whether the social order ‘needs’ the social wrong. Stage 4: Identify 
possible ways past the obstacles” (Fairclough, 2010, p. 253). Within stage 1, text mining is related 
as part of the semiotic analysis. This allowed understanding the relationships of the words and how 
they are being used in the text. This part of the methodology also includes the construction of the 
research object.  

The stage 2, according to Fairclough (2010), this part of the methodology consists of three steps: “1) 
Analyze dialectical relations between semiosis and other social elements, 2) Select texts, and focuses 
and categories for their analysis, in the light of and appropriate to the constitution of the object of 
research, 3) Carry out analyzes of texts, both interdiscursive analysis, and linguistic / semiotic 
analysis.” The development of this points is in the section 4.  

The stage 3, Fairclough says “leads us to consider whether the social wrong in focus is inherent to the 
social order, whether it can be addressed within it, or only by changing it.” (2010, p. 267). This point 
is analyzed in section 6, in which It is discussed the results of the analysis, and established whether it 
is necessary to change the social order to solve the problem. Stage 4, It consists of looking for ways 
to make the transition to a reality in which it is possible to solve the problems that SLs face. This is 
offered in sections 5 and 6. 

3.3. Empirical data 
 

The study was based on the analysis of different levels of analysis of the discourse of the Colombian 
government, in a first level, document of the development plan of the Colombian government whose 
information relates the actions of the government during the mandate. At a second level, the tweets 
published by government entities and the president of the republic. At a third level, the tweets 
published by members of the ruling party "Centro Democrático". The use of Twitter has a series of 
restrictions that are listed below: 1) only 3200 historical tweets can be accessed from a public account. 
2) According to the intensity of use of the user, a longer or shorter period can be analyzed. For 
example, if the Twitter user posts 3,200 messages in a single day, the information available will be 
for a single day. 

3.3.1. First level, document of planning.  
 

A first level of the discourse of the Colombian government is related to the to the planning documents 
of the Colombian government, which “ guide the long-term national purposes and objectives, the 
goals and priorities of state action in the medium term and the strategies and general guidelines of 
the economic, social and environmental policy that will be adopted by the government” (Constitución 
Política de Colombia, 1991).  Consequently, the best way to understand the actions of the government 
is to analyze the document that the current government adopted to plan it actions. The development 
plan was named by the government as “Pacto por Colombia. Pacto for la Equidad” in English “Pact 
for Colombia. Pact for Equity”, this document lists the actions that the government projects for 
execution in the period between 2018 and 2022 (DNP, 2018). 
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3.3.2. Second level, tweets from official channels and the government of 
Colombia. 

 

The second level aims to analyze the way in which the government reports or delivers information 
through social media, which is why Table 2 lists the Twitter accounts that were analyzed in the study, 
and the reason behind choosing them. 

Table 2. Government accounts and reasons to be analyzed 

Account Reason 

@infopresidencia 
It is the official channel of the Colombian government; it publishes the 
information that the government press office considers most relevant in its 
communication plan. 

@mindefensa 
The defense ministry is the branch of government in charge of protecting 
human rights defenders, and therefore SLs. How this institution refers to the 
latter is a fundamental part of the Colombian discourse. 

@IvanDuque 
The president of the republic is the person with the highest position in the 
government, the production of texts and communications are ultimately 
approved by him. 

 

3.3.3. Third level, tweets from government party members.  
 

The third level presents the supporters of the government of Colombia, in total the Centro Democrático 
party has 51 politicians elected in voting, which are divided between 19 senators and 32 
representatives to the chamber of representatives. Later, the study presents an analysis of the current 
government context and background, that details the importance for the governing party of the figure 
of former senator Alvaro Uribe Velez. Just to have a reference of his influence, on Twitter, he has 
more than 4.9 million followers. Far above the followers of the other members of this party. Besides, 
Alvaro Uribe was elected with the highest vote with 875,554 votes (See Figure 1). 
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.  

Figure 1. Followers of representatives CD. 

3.4. Methodological steps to analyze tweets. 
 

The use of social networks has become a political tool, which has proven to have the ability to capture 
important information from users and make it a target of political marketing (Auletta, et al., 2020). 
This is in part why the use of Twitter for discourse analysis has become a widely used tool in the 
political environment (Weller, 2014), given its ability to generate opinion and communicate it to the 
masses (Murthy, 2011). Besides, the use of social networks has become a space for deliberation, which 
turns out to be of vital importance for the analysis of social and political phenomena (Garcia, et al., 
2017). Given the amount of information and opinion generated through this social network, it is a 
relevant source of information for analyzing the discourse of the Colombian government and its 
supporters. 

Lee & Shin (2014) mention the important reception by politicians of Twitter. According to them, the 
microblog form allows politicians to be directly related to their voters. In addition, Lee & Shin 
conclude on the power of social media to influence democracy, especially because of the ability to 
define what information users have access to. That is why, it is considered that in addition to the 
country's development plan, the analysis of the government party's Tweets would give a clearer 
perspective of the government party's intentions and, therefore, of the government. Twitter represents 
the discourse of the day to day. This possibility of continuous contact and interaction differentiates it 
from other media such as TV and newspapers. On the other hand, the Tweeter lists the articles and 
interventions of politicians in other media, which makes it possible to determine what exactly interests 
those who create the discourse. 

3.4.1. Selection of senator or representatives to analyze.  
 

The politicians whose tweets are analyzed in the study were selected under the following criteria: 1) 
belonging to the CD, 2) having been elected in the most recent electoral period, 3) having more than 
110,000 followers. With these criteria, it is expected to cover the most relevant aspects of the CD's 
discourse.  
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Table 3. Twitter accounts and followers, and reasons for considering for the analysis. 

Account Followers Reason 

@AlvaroUribeVel 4977831 
He is the highest representative of the party and the 
ideology of the CD. He is the head and the center of 
the government  

@PalomaValenciaL 372785 

Representatives to the House and Senate of the party 
with the largest number of voters. 

@PaolaHolguin 190899 
@MariaFdaCabal 190541 
@ernestomaciast 153623 
@CARLOSFMEJIA 136039 
@charoguerra 118232 

3.4.2. Depuration of data 
Of the tweets obtained, those that did not contain information to be analyzed were discarded. This 
includes links that do not work, landscape photographs and other messages without a specific apparent 
objective. 

3.4.3. Codification of the text.  
In a deductive process, the messages were separated according to the main objectives of each message. 
Subsequently, the messages were analyzed considering the connections between the different texts 
and the four phases of critical discourse analysis were applied.  
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4. Recent historical context Colombia. 

4.1. The Social wrong and obstacles to overcome it. 

4.1.1. Colombian recent context.  
 

The first aspect to highlight is that Colombia is the country with one of the longest internal armed 
conflicts in the world (GMH, 2013). For Colombians, the term “democratic security” is the name of 
the ideology used by the Colombian right and especially for those who are recognized as part of the 
“Uribism”. The origin of  “Uribism” was the development plan of 2003 and its precursor was the 
former President Alvaro Uribe, these policies were focused on “the need to strengthen the rule of law 
throughout the country as the main component of the Democratic Security (SD), which should be 
achieved through the consolidation of control of the State in each municipality” (Cortes, et al., 2012, 
p. 11).  

In the elections held in 2010, Alvaro Uribe supported the former president between 2010-2018, Juan 
Manuel Santos (Duque-Daza, 2019). However, the Santos government decided to initiate a peace 
process with the FARC guerrillas and move away from the policies of its predecessor. Making a 
parenthesis, the civil war in Colombia began with the assassination of Jorge Eliecer Gaitan in 1948, 
which started a bipartisan conflict between the two dominant parties in the country: conservatives and 
liberals. This period which is known as "La Violencia" (The Violence) comes to an end with the 1958 
peace treaty. Both parties agreed to take turns the presidential terms in the so-called "National Front". 
In this framework, a group of militants of the liberal party whose main demands were the right to land 
and agrarian reform dissented to the agreement. The dissidents were grouped in the department of 
Tolima and created the free state of Marquetalia. The army took Marquetalia forcing dissidents to 
move to jungle areas. And thus, the FARC guerrilla began targeting territories that were difficult for 
the army to access. Returning to the peace process, before the Santos government, other governments 
tried to reach agreements with this guerrilla without success. During the two presidential terms of Juan 
Manuel Santos, agreements were reached on the following five points, “1) comprehensive rural 
reform, 2) political participation: democratic opening to build peace, 3) guarantees of security and 
fight against criminal organizations, 4) solution to the problem of illicit drugs, 5) victims, and 6) 
implementation and verification mechanisms". (Quintero & Marín, 2018, p. 351)   

In the recent history of Colombia, former President Alvaro Uribe and his political party have 
continuously expressed their dissatisfaction with the peace process (Gamboa, 2019). On principle, the 
peace process departs from the Uribist discourse, which always consisted in denying that an armed 
conflict existed in Colombia, that is why in Uribist language it is essential to use the term narco-
terrorism (Gómez, 2017). In October of 2016, CD party supported the vote for “NO” to avoid the 
approvement the peace process signed by the government of the president Juan Manual Santos and the 
FARC guerrillas. The result was that the vote for “NO” to the agreement won. The pre-voting process 
was surrounded by false advertising about the content of the peace agreement (Botero, 2017, p. 372). 
Among the characteristics of the voting results, in the territories most affected by violence, the vote 
for the “Yes” to peace won. On the other hand, the difference between the votes of "Yes" and "No" 
was only of 1 % point difference (Aya, 2017). These tight results forced the peace agreement went 
through a process of review and adjustment to later be approved through by the Congress of the 
Republic. 

However, the foregoing provided a boost to Alvaro Uribe's political party “Centro Democrático”. For 
constitutional reasons, in Colombia, it is prohibited for a president to be reelected more than once. For 
this reason, the former president has taken on a role as an agent of candidates, among which Juan 
Manuel Santos himself, promoter of the peace process, was included. The peace process distanced 
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Santos from Uribe's ideologies linked with the perspective of militarization and war. Phenomena that 
Orjuela (2015) calls an “ideologic differentiation”. 

The first slogan of “Uribism” was "steady hand, big heart" (mano fuerte, corazón grande in Spanish), 
once Uribe was elected. The slogan represented in action the militarization of life in Colombia through 
during the period 2002-2010 (Di Bernardo, 2020). The political ideology of Uribism can be 
summarized as follows: The government highlights the importance of recovering security and centers 
its actions on strengthening the business and financial sectors. Richani highlights that Alvaro Uribe 
has a strong connection due to his origins with the agribusiness elites and that he shares political vision 
and ideology with them (Richani, 2013). This vision is also related to the importance of land 
ownership, as it is a fundamental part of Uribe's discourse (Cárdenas, 2013, p. 96). Gómez presents a 
summary of all the acts of corruption that occurred in the government of Alvaro Uribe, in which mafias 
benefited and communities were displaced from their lands by legal projects (Gómez, 2011, p. 70). 
All these reasons partly explain why Uribism has been against the peace process, it is because they 
see the land restitution processes and other pacts related to agrarian reform as a risk to their properties4 
. It is important to note that a large part of the conflicts with land use is related to oil palm production 
(Goebertus, 2008), cattle ranching (Duarte & Cotte, 2014) and mining (CINEP, 2012; Vélez, 2014), 
all legal activities. 

Another of the constant actions during the Uribe government was the use of the need for security to 
illegally intercept people who pose a risk to the execution of his ideas. This was reflected by different 
scandals, for instance,  the interceptions by the Administrative Department of Security (DAS) between 
2003 and 2005, the interceptions by the Police Intelligence Directorate in 2007 (FIDH, 2010). The 
goal of the different operations were to “promote actions for the benefit of the State for the 2006 
elections” (FIDH, 2010, p. 9), “raise awareness among the population about the reality of communist 
ideology” ” (FIDH, 2010, p. 9), besides, to discredit the IACHR, EU Human Rights Commission, 
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, REDEPAZ5, and NGO's. Within these 
actions, human rights defenders and SLs have also been targeted (FIDH, 2010, p. 7; HCHR, 2011). 
This point is fundamental and at the same time controversial, since the investigations have always 
reached a dead end, in which it is never possible to demonstrate who really benefits from these actions, 
what is clear is that these events occurred under the administration of Alvaro Uribe. Therefore, since 
the president is the person in charge of the appointments of these organizations, there should be at 
least an administrative responsibility. This point illustrates another of the characteristics of Uribism 
and it is social control, controlling those who are a threat, a threat that is constituted by the fact of 
promoting ideologies other than those of the government. In other cases, people are persecuted for 
defending human rights such as the case of SLs. 

Within the framework of the Peace process, El Grupo de Memoria Histórica (Historical memory 
center-GMH-) carried out a series of analyzes to clarify what happened behind the armed conflict, The 
report Basta Ya! (It is enough!) records the origins of violence in Colombia and seeks, impartially, to 
relate and acknowledge the facts behind the history of the conflict in the country (GMH, 2013). First, 
Basta Ya! report lacks the depth to see beyond the obvious. The report constantly mentions the 
influence of local elites in different processes that escalated the violence. However, the origin of the 
power of the elites is not analyzed. This is fundamental because in the analysis the local elites are 
involved in problems such as the destabilization of democracy, criminal alliances, alliances with 
paramilitary groups, actions against equity, alliances with illegal actors, and accumulation of land. 

 
4 (Villamizar, 2020) mentions that the agrarian reform signed in the peace process does not guarantee land 
redistribution, therefore inequality will persist. 

5 National Network of Citizen Initiatives for Peace and against War. that articulates the experiences and 
practices that multiple social agents develop in the local, interlocal, regional and national dimensions. 
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(GMH, 2013, pp. 21-22, 136, 170). 

A problem with the different analyzes performed Colombia is that the scholars and the institutional 
informs generalize the actors mentioned in the previous paragraph as “Local Elites”, while the leaders 
of the guerrilla and paramilitary groups are known by their proper names. This situation is perhaps 
one of the problems what does not allow to identify how these structures work, how far their political 
power reaches, what are their links with illegal groups and who leads them. These structures of power 
creates problems such as displacement and land ownership conflicts (Haller, 2019; Grajales, 2020). 
However, this violence, as mentioned by Aguilar-Forero & Muñoz (2015), has a characteristic and it 
is its continuity over time. Selective murder has been one of the ways in which this repression has 
been represented, and it is the way in which SLs have been identified and assassinated (Comisión 
Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 2018, p. 212). These assassinations have the objective of preventing 
new forces that threaten the hegemonic power structure that has historically led the country (Aguilar-
Forero & Muñoz, 2015, p. 1023). Finally, military apparatuses are important in the Colombian context. 
The guerrillas, the state, or the paramilitaries have continually influenced Colombian democracy, 
placing it in a context of structural violence (Aguilar-Forero & Muñoz, 2015, p. 1023). In this context, 
justice must be assumed by the people, that is why SLs appear as a possibility to achieve changes, 
given that the state does not provide the means for justice and security, or if so, only superficially.  
This situation is exacerbated in rural sectors where the presence of the government is even weaker, 
creating more responsibilities for the SLs. The word “control” used in the bases of the “Uribism” 
brought increasing investment in the Colombian military apparatus (INDEPAZ, 2016). The application 
of the “Uribism” ideology was reflected in the increase in combat deaths, which were a success from 
the government's point of view. However, the fact is that the war in the eight years of Uribe's 
government never stopped, there was never a definitive victory for the state. On the contrary, 
disappearance phenomena occurred, and the so-called false positives6 scandal that has come to 
characterize the atrocities and human rights abuses of the armed conflict. 

On the other hand, the Centro Democratic based the presidential election campaign on preventing the 
country from falling into the hands of what they have called "Castro-Chavism", and reinforcing the 
idea that Colombia had to avoid being a country like Cuba or Venezuela (Gamboa, 2019, p. 190). Ivan 
Duque, strengthened by the support of Alvaro Uribe, won the 2018 elections. As mentioned above, 
the CD party was characterized by being in opposition to the peace process what triggered an 
announced crisis of the peace process and generated uncertainty in the regions where the guerrillas 
had ceased their armed activities (Ramírez, 2019). This has been reflected in the constant criticism of 
the government and its partners to the Special Jurisdiction for Peace (Romero, 2020). However, 
opponents of the government mention that criticism of this jurisdiction has to do with fear of the truth. 
The latter has been strengthened with the reports of the JEP regarding false positives, in a report 
delivered by this component, it was denounced that in the period between 2002 and 2008, chaired by 
Alvaro Uribe, 6,402 civilians were executed by the army to make them pass as militants of one of the 
illegal armed groups (JEP, 2018). 

As can be seen, Alvaro Uribe has a great influence and power in the country. He has influenced three 
of the last four presidential elections. In the election of Iván Duque, a political figure with minimal 
experience compared to other members of CD party, Uribe's support for Duque was fundamental for 
the internal elections and his subsequent election as president of Colombia (Souza & Rocha, 2018). 
In this study the analysis of Alvaro Uribe has a central position. 

 
6 The "false positives" were the killings of civilians at the hands of the military. The government offered bonuses 
for killing guerrilla fighters. However, the military used civilians, from poor families, and killed them to pretend 
that they were combatants. 
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5. Analysis of empirical data 

5.1. Development plan 2018-2022 (BDP2018) (DNP, 2018). 
The BDP2018, relates the actions in terms of "pacts", and they are grouped into two large groups, 
structural pacts, and transversal pacts. Each of these components has a similar structure (see table 3). 
The first thing that is observed is that specific methodologies are not mentioned in the titles, second, 
it does not have a section that integrates the actors in the approach of the proposed strategies. 

In the case of BDP2018 (see figure 2), the situation in terms of the words and their connections is very 
similar to the predecessor plan, that is, it focuses on the terms "Development" and "National". 

 

Table 4. structure of the documents 

Item BDP2018** 

Structure 

Structural pacts. 
I. Pact for legality: effective security and transparent justice so that we all live in 

freedom and democracy. 
II. Pact for entrepreneurship, formalization, and productivity: a dynamic, inclusive, 

and sustainable economy that empowers all our talents. 
III. Pact for equity: modern social policy focused on the family, efficient, quality and 

connected to markets. 

Transversal pacts. 
I. Pact for sustainability: producing while conserving and conserving producing. 

II. Pact for Science, Technology, and Innovation: a system to build knowledge of the 
Colombia of the future. 

III. Pact for the quality and efficiency of public services: water and energy to promote 
the competitiveness and well-being of all. 

IV. Pact for mining-energy resources for sustainable growth and expansion of 
opportunities. 

V. Pact for the protection and promotion of our culture and development of the 
orange economy. 

VI. Pact for the construction of peace, equity, inclusion for minorities and women. 
VII. Pact for effective public management 

VIII. Pact for decentralization: connecting territories, governments, and populations. 
IX. Pacts for productivity and equity in the regions 

Structure inside 
chapters. 

SDGs connected with the pact. 
Introduction.  
Diagnosis. 
Objectives and strategies. 
References 
Goals 

Pages 1660 

Source: Table elaborated in the study ** This data was taken from DNP (2018). 
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Figure 2. word cloud BPD2018 (DNP, 2018), left: word cloud Spanish, right: Ten more used words 
translated to English.  

With respect to the BPD2018 its content focuses on the fact that Colombia's problems no longer have 
to do with peace, the document mentions that the problems of Colombian society are "In the first 
place, the deterioration in essential components of legality, such as the increase in illegal economies 
and the criminal groups that feed on them with terrible social and environmental costs, the problems 
of access and effectiveness of justice and the increase on the risks and costs associated with 
corruption; second, the stagnation of productivity as a result, among other factors, of high labor and 
business informality, and the tax and regulatory costs that discourage business activity; thirdly, and 
linked to the above, the prevalence of inefficient and ineffective public spending and a State" (DNP, 
2018, p. 36) and later "Violence and corruption are the two main enemies of equity" (DNP, 2018, p. 
37). These are arguments lacks scientific support since the document does not provide references. 
Thus, it is not possible to assert that those reasons are the cause of all the problems of the country7, 
To give an example of the weakness of this argument, there are studies that indicate that Colombia's 
problems may be related to colonization and the elites that exercise the power (Faguet, et al., 2020), 
Thus, it is observed that the arguments presented in the DNP are not based on evidence. On the other 
hand, the environment and the problems are related to costs, representing the strong neoliberal 
influence. 

The document presents a small section that refers to the protection of SLs, this begins by mentioning 
“The complexity of the phenomena related to illegal economies increases when criminal groups 
threaten individuals, families and communities that build social capital, who, by the exercise of their 
functions, activities or positions, see their rights to life, integrity, liberty and security threatened ” 
(DNP, 2018, p. 14), This text puts the illegal economies in the first place, ignoring the problems of 
SLs related to legal projects. A situation that has been registered by different NGOs in Colombia. 
Therefore, it is considered a simplification of the problem by reducing it to the illegal and explaining 
it in terms of the Uribe ideology as a "security problem". Thus, the government ignores this as a social 
problem. It can be concluded that the government ignores its own actions in its programs. The 
government does not consider that a project presented by itself could cause rejection by the 
community. This can be seen in the approval of projects, which normally do not know the position of 
the communities. This is related to the messages of the members of the ruling party where the solutions 

 
7 I do not mean that these are not the possible causes, I mean that the statements are not argued correctly 
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provided are not discussed, what Uribism says is the only way to solve a problem. 

The document relates the following sentence “However, only 1% of these people had requested 
protection measures” (DNP, 2018, p. 14), This generates a second victimization of the SLs, since it is 
indirectly assumed that part of the problem is the non-reporting of threats by the SLs. At this point, it 
is essential to recognize the distrust of state agencies by the people, as mentioned, the military forces 
are officially related to the murder of civilians (JEP, 2018). In addition, during 2019 and 2020 
members of the police are involved in the investigation into the murder of at least 13 civilians in the 
protests of 2019 (BBC, 2020a) and in at least 19 murders in protests against the 2020 tax reform (BBC, 
2021b). These facts raise the question of whether can the armed forces guarantee the safety of SLs? 

5.2. Tweets from governmental channels. 
 

The tweets, by Ivan Duque, current president of the Republic of Colombia, have a total of 30 mentions 
of SLs in a total of 2413 messages analyzed. Of these 30 tweets, 76 % are news related to the arrests 
of alleged murderers of SLs, 16% mention that the threat to the SLs comes from drug trafficking, and 
with 4% (one tweet) each, the recognition of the importance of the SLs and the recognition of the 
armed forces for their protection (see figure 3). 

The use of the Tweet to report the arrests of the "syndicated" murderers of SLs have a fundamental 
characteristic and that is that they first relate and focus on the actions of the government, specifically 
the armed forces “Thanks to the coordinated efforts of #FuerzaPublica with the support of 
@FiscaliaCol, in Cauca, alias "Victor" was discharged, he was a dangerous criminal of the FARC 
dissidents, murderer of SLs and people in the process of reintegration” (Duque, 2021), The other 
fundamental characteristic is that in none of the cases mentioned is there evidence that these people 
are really behind the murders of SLs.  The messages mostly relate to armed groups such as the ELN 
and the FARC, but they do not refer to the alleged murderers of SLs who were protecting their 
territories against legal extractive projects, in general this will be a characteristic of the government 
and its discourse: the denial of other murderers who are not related to the guerrillas or drug trafficking. 

 

Figure 3. Percentages of central message related to messages related to SLs. 

76%

16%
4% 4%

News of captured suspected killers Drug trafficking related to killings

Recognition of the work of social leaders Recognition of the work of the armed forces
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Figure 4. Word cloud tweets @IvanDuque 

A situation that highlights self-promotion character of the new government consists of the constant 
work of applauding the figure of President Ivan Duque, this is clearly observed in the word cloud (see 
figure 5), It can be said that it is normal for the presidential page to continually name the president, 
the interesting aspect about is that in addition to what was observed in the analysis of the tweets, the 
president has a television program called "Prevención y acción" in English "Prevention and Action" 
(Presidencia de la República de Colombia, 2020), which was created with the intention of informing 
about COVID; In a way, one might think that it is a program with good intentions, however, a report 
by the Foundation for Press Freedom (Flip) in English "Foundation for Press Freedom" indicates that 
between August 2018 and August 2020, the presidency invested nearly 5.8 million SEK in improving 
its image (Forbes, 2020). Besides, it was recently announced that the president will make a new 
television program in which him is expected to participate (El Tiempo, 2020; El Tiempo, 2020). The 
reflection would be, does it a useful service to the community for a president to make television 
programs? Is not this what would be known as populism? Finally, a reflection on what has happened 
in times of COVID-19, how much of the money invested in advertising could have been used to 
improve the country's health system. 

There is also a constant presence of emergency situations, such as the case of the Hurricane in 
Providencia and everything related to COVID. To complement the analysis, the correlation of the term 
“SLs” was reviewed, it is mentioned only in 5 of the 3,200 Tweets collected. The government has a 
program of "community leaders", the tweets aimed at promoting this program exceed in quantity those 
focused on the murder of SLs. For the government, these are two completely different concepts since 
the term "social leader" is used for the killings and the term "community leader" for the government 
programs. This implies an intentional differentiation from the way the government perceives and 
communicates the types of leaders. 

When looking at table 4, the mention of the murder of SLs appears in connection with four of the 
tweets with the FARC dissidents. The foregoing is evidence of a long-standing strategy of the 
government party to attribute all the Colombian problems to the FARC guerrillas. In the same way, 
the government uses drug trafficking as the main causes of the murder of SLs, however, the interests 
for land and resources of other actors are not mentioned. The message is that only drug trafficking and 
FARC dissidents threaten the safety of SLs. Finally, of the 3,200 tweets, only two messages speak in 
general of the need to generate strategies to combat this problem and to combat illegal groups. 
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A fundamental part of the government's discourse has been the continuous positive reinforcement 
towards the military forces, in the tweets words such as "impeccable", "leadership" are identified, 
which shows one of the characteristics of the government during its mandate, which has been to 
highlight the efforts of the armed forces and show little sympathy for the victims. An example of this 
situation was the case of the protests presented in Bogotá during 2019 for the murder of a civilian at 
the hands of the police. The government had to be forced to apologize to the public by courts 
(France24, 2020), During the first interventions, the government only highlighted the good actions of 
the police despite the death of about 13 civilians in events in which the police were involved (CNN, 
2020; HRW, 2019) 

 

Word Number 

ivanduque 694 

President 600 

Country 409 

Government 376 

Colombia 364 
Providencia (Colombian 

Island) 342 

National 319 

COVID 317 

Cases 273 

unitedforthearchipielag 270 

SLs 7 
 

Figure 5. word cloud tweets from infopresidencia. 

Table 5. Tweets Infopresidencia that mentions SLs.  

Date Tweet (Translated from Spanish, Author's own translation) 

1/4/2021 
"We have set strategies at critical points where these narco-terrorism structures have hit SLs 
and ex-combatants so that with the policies of the territorial action plans we have an effect on 
those who are behind these crimes" 

11/30/2020 
Decisive combat against criminal organizations will lead to a substantial reduction in crimes of 
SLs: President @IvanDuque. https://t.co/kR7USITPBX 

11/24/2020 
I inform the country: In a Public Force operation, the criminal alias Duber ™, a most wanted 
bandit, was neutralized. He belonged to FARC dissidents and was a threat to the Orinoquia. He 
is accused of intimidating demobilized and SLs. #ElQueLaHaceLaPaga https://t.co/ggnpiNsefR 

11/23/2020 
Behind the murders of SLs and collective murders, drug trafficking is present, affirmed the 
President @IvanDuque, at the closing ceremony of the High Military Studies Course (CAEM) 
and the Comprehensive National Defense Course (Cidenal). https://t.co/7U8ZXkVO5a 

11/20/2020 
#Noticia | The President @IvanDuque confirms the arrests of alias Avaro Boyaco ™ and alias El 
Loco German ™, members of the FARC dissidents and committed in the homicides of SLs. 
https://t.co/jwYAi8bZbV 

11/20/2020 

In another action of #FuerzaPublica with @FiscaliaCol, alias ˜Loco German ™, a member of the 
FARC dissidents from ˜Ivan Mordisco ™, was captured. He is accused of murdering SLs and 
forced recruitment. We will continue to fight these criminals throughout the territory.  
https://t.co/rh6YtK91Ld 

11/20/2020 In an impeccable joint operation of our #Publica Force, with the support of @FiscaliaCol, alias 
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Date Tweet (Translated from Spanish, Author's own translation) 

˜Alvaro Boyaco ™, leader of the Farc dissidents and ˜Gentil Duarte ™ were captured in the 
Meta. They are accused of the murder of SLs. #ElQueLaHaceLaPaga https://t.co/EnEu7zraVT 

Source: Twitter, Tweets extracted using R, Rtweet.  

Like the case of the presidential information account, the messages of the minister of defense focus 
on drug trafficking as the only problem behind the killing of SLs. Thus, the ministry ignores other 
problems that have been identified by NGOs. Phrases such as “Drug trafficking is the generator of 
violence in the territories” and “Drug trafficking is the cause of the massacres and homicides of SLs 
in the country” highlights one of the characteristics of the government and that is to relate all problems 
with drug trafficking. Now, this is complemented by messages such as "I am convinced that the path 
to a safe and calm Colombia goes hand in hand with the neutralization of criminal income, since they 
are the source of financing for the violent people who murder SLs and massacre" (Trujillo, 2020). 
This message relates an ideological opinion on an official government channel where scientific 
information are expected. On the other hand, the complexity of the drug trafficking problem is 
completely ignored. Drug trafficking is the cause and effect of many other social dynamics and it 
relates with some of the power structures (Duncan, 2014). The defense minister's statement "I want 
more security for those SLs who work to improve their communities and who are persecuted by drug 
trafficking criminals" is striking. Its meaning, although it seems innocent, gathers a delicate meaning 
when mentioning "and who are persecuted by drug trafficking criminals", it implies that if they are 
not threatened by problems such as drug trafficking, they will not be protected. Indirectly, the tweet 
suggests that only these leaders will be defended but not those SLs who demonstrate against extractive, 
legal or state-sponsored projects. 

On the other hand, other possible ways to combat drug trafficking are ignored, because after more 
than 40 years using the same approach, the question should at least be asked: is the way to combat the 
drug problem adequate? Once again, SLs are fundamental, and here another problem of the Uribist 
ideology: their way of governing ignores SLs as generators of solutions, they are only seen as victims 
or part of the opposition. 

  

Figure 6. word cloud tweets from mindefensa. 
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Table 6. Tweets mindefensa that mentions SLs. 

Date Tweet (Translated from Spanish, Author's own translation) 

2/6/2021 
Drug trafficking is the generator of violence in the territories, which destroys the environment, 
encourages massacres and assassinates our SLs: @Diego_Molano #ReconocimientoDeTropas 
#MasSeguridad CC @infopresidencia 

2/6/2021 
I want more security for those SLs who work to improve their communities and who are 
persecuted by drug trafficking criminals. I want for Colombians a security that frees us from 
fear: @Diego_Molano. #ReconocimientoDeTropas. CC @infopresidencia 

2/3/2021 

Thanks to the work of #FuerzaPublica and @FiscaliaCol, alias "Giovani", head of the GAO-r E1, 
was linked to homicides and multiple crimes against SLs and reincorporated members of the 
extinct Farc in #Putumayo, #Caqueta y #Cauca. CC @infopresidencia @JGarciaG1 
@FuerzasMilCol https://t.co/oGW9HSmJvl 

1/22/2021 
The security of SLs continues to be strengthened in #MontesdeMaria https://t.co/vDsu5dbKFe 
Via @FuerzasMilCol https://t.co/ZTtwJMaeWr 

12/15/2020 
Drug trafficking is the cause of the massacres and homicides of SLs in the country: 
@CarlosHolmesTru #Medellin. https://t.co/omGXFRfxWf. CC @infopresidencia @FuerzasMilCol 
@PoliciaColombia @GobAntioquia @AlcaldiadeMed 

11/17/2020 
Alias 'Cain' was accused of the murder of SLs, he was also in charge of the control of coca leaf 
crops and extortion in lower Cauca and southern Cordoba. He had an extensive criminal record 
of more than 16 years: @CarlosHolmesTru 

11/5/2020 
Our Public Force continues to advance in the search for criminals who, financed by drug 
trafficking, sow fear by murdering SLs and undermining the liberties of Colombians. We will not 
rest until we bring them to justice. @CarlosHolmesTru 

11/5/2020 

@CarlosHolmesTru reiterated commitment of the #FuerzaPublica for the clarification of crimes 
against SLs in the country https://t.co/BRP2VmF0R9 #SomosMindefensa. 
CC @infopresidencia @FuerzasMilCol @PoliciaColombia @MinInterior @JGarciaG1 
@DanielPalam 

10/31/2020 
Minister @CarlosHolmesTru highlighted operation of @PoliciaColombia y @FiscaliaCol in which 
alias El Flaco was captured, who was in the cartel of the most wanted for homicides of SLs. He 
is linked to two murders in Antioquia. https://t.co/gtdcjkWmQw 

10/26/2020 
Colombia's enemy is drug trafficking, not an herbicide. Spraying, together with eradication and 
substitution, is essential because drug trafficking kills, commits massacres, ends the lives of 
SLs, deforests, induces young people to consume and crime. 

10/10/2020 

.@PoliciaColombia in coordination with @FiscaliaColombia, in #Cucuta, captured alias 
'Japones', alleged second leader of 'Los Pelusos'. This subject is accused of massacres, 
assassinations of SLs, kidnapping, and forced displacement #SomosMindefensa  
@infopresidencia https://t.co/aLSPiP24f0. 

9/30/2020 
@mindefensa works comprehensively and tirelessly to protect all Colombians, we are hurt by 
the murders of peasants, SLs, and soldiers, here we work for the right to life: #ViceDefensa 
Diana Abaunza in plenaries @CamaraColombia 

9/28/2020 
I am convinced that the path to a safe and calm Colombia goes hand in hand with the 
neutralization of criminal income, since they are the source of financing for the violent people 
who murder SLs and massacre: @CarlosHolmesTru #CatedraColombia 

9/28/2020 
In 2019 we launched the cartel of the most wanted for murders of SLs and human rights 
defenders. The effectiveness of this cartel was 54.8% since, of 31 criminals identified, 14 were 
captured and 3 neutralized: @CarlosHolmesTru #CatedraColombia https://t.co/5K7XPGP3Q7 

Source: Twitter, Tweets extracted using R, Rtweet 
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5.3. Tweets analysis Uribe´s and senators accounts. 
 

The encoding of Tweets produced 15 types of messages which are listed in Figure 7. The coding 
division was carried out by identifying the target of each Twitter. The messages are interconnected 
within the Uribist discourse structure. However, the themes are constantly intertwined, for example, 
in a good part of the government's promotional messages, the management of the previous government 
is criticized. In the same way, the promotion of CD and uribism normally relates to security problems. 
These relationships are those that are related in the semiotic and interdiscursive analysis presented 
below. 

 
Figure 7. Goals of the messages of Uribe´s Twitter account.  
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Figure 8. Uribe´s tweets word cloud. Left: original word cloud, right: removing “Colombia”, 
“Duque”. 
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The second message finally relates to the need to bring the killings rates to zero. The tweet mentions 
"Pte Duque 7 The task of the Public Force is essential. Reductions in murder and kidnapping rates. 
Reduction with illicit crops. Decrease in the murder of SLs. (Reach zero)" (Uribe, 2020l). However, 
this message contains another of the characteristics of the Uribist discourse and it is the tendency to 
believe that security will solve the problem. It is essential to understand that the government's concept 
of security considers armed force as the way to reduce homicides but does not provide solutions for 
the structural causes of the violence. In addition, one of the accusations to the current government has 
been its totalitarianism and intolerance towards different positions. The empowerment of the armed 
forces has been used to repress the expressions of the displeasure of the Colombian people (BBC, 
2021b; BBC, 2020a). 

Another perspective on the way the government and the political party take on the assassination of 
SLs is seen through expressions of condolence. One might think this channel is not used by members 
of the ruling party to send condolences. However, in the review of the tweets, a series of messages 
were found lamenting the death of members of the political party, figures from showbiz celebrities 
among others.  

As previously mentioned, SLs represent the disagreements in their communities and the options for 
pre-established projects from the government. Thus, the social mobilizations are the mechanisms used 
by the SLs to present their position. The Tweets from the senators' accounts present a clear tone 
focused on the discrediting of social mobilizations, these strategies are used systematically by the 
members of this party to discredit the demonstrations, and in the long term stigmatize social struggles. 
The first evidence is about the message thread named "Ojo a la Minga", in English “be careful with 
the Minga8”, This refers to the protests organized by indigenous communities in October of 2020 
(BBC, 2020c). The messages present a series of accusations which have no basis and in which the 
demonstration of disagreement by the communities is stigmatized. “The Minga that is preparing for 
October 12 has a political objective: the socialist takeover of the State” (Uribe, 2020f), This first 
message denounces that the protest is an attempt to seize power. After the protest, which unfolded 
peacefully, the demonstrators returned to their places of origin without attempting to take over the 
government (BBC, 2020d). To say that these groups want to seize power in an undemocratic way 
indirectly implies the action of the armed forces.  

The following message is addressed to businessmen and the most powerful in the country: “To class 
hatred, a socialist engine, in order to destroy private enterprise and freedoms, the result of which 
prevents progress in the social fabric, let us oppose the fraternal economy and the creativity of 
individual entrepreneurship, guarantors of social harmony.”, In this, the idea of the seizure of power 
is connected with the risk of losing private property. Those who are addressed by the message of terror 
are the citizens who have properties and therefore the most privileged to obtain their support. The 
message obviously discredits the social struggle, it is unknown that there is a real problem behind the 
demonstrations. Besides, the message presents an ambiguity, if the fraternal economy of the 
government were working, there would be social harmony. To recognize that there is no social 
harmony is to recognize that the fraternal economy failed. This message also talks about the risk of 
the elimination of freedoms, but it is Uribism that makes the first movement to reduce freedoms by 
stigmatizing expressions of disagreement.  

The following message, “The socialist takeover uses the Rights of Democracy, Human Rights, the 
Right to Protest, and Freedom of Expression, to defend their violent actions and deny those rights to 
those they point to as their enemies.” (Uribe, 2020h), brings together the latest attack to stigmatize 
the protest and deny all kinds of rights. Therefore, any right will be used by those who want to take 

 
8 Minga is a Word use to refer to work in groups by the indigenous and it was used to refer to the protest leaded 
by the indigenous in October of 2019. 
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power. No seizure of power will use the basic principles of law because these also include democracy 
and the right of the Uribist members to give their opinion. This message in turn suggests that these 
rights can be removed or manipulated by a group of people in the framework of a protest. Considering 
the asymmetries of power in the country, especially after the results of the protests, the government 
and the military have been the ones who have carried out human rights violations during the days of 
protest. 

The phrase "The seizure of power by socialism", generating uncertainty in the armed forces, because 
it is their duty to protect democracy. The second tweet narrates the threat to individual rights and 
property, generating panic in the richest sectors of the country. The last message cuts any way to 
protect the rights of the demonstrators, if something happens during the march, Uribism will say that 
it warned that they would use the rights to protest to cover their violent acts. Ultimately, the right to 
protest is stigmatized. Consequently, the SLs who lead these demonstrations of disagreement are 
transformed by the speech into leaders of “socialism”, “communism” that wants to take power by 
force. Consequently, the SLs turned into enemies of the armed forces and sectors with greater access 
to financial resources by the declarations of the CD. 

 

5.3.2. Criticize opposition 
 

One of the strategies identified in the various Tweets by Senator Alvaro Uribe is the continuous use 
of critics to refer to issues of a specific topic. As such, the senator was constantly criticizing the EPM9 
crisis and the poor handling that the Antioquia government has given to the situation. Now, a factor 
to note is that Uribism is usually characterized by its interest in the privatization of public companies, 
claiming to receive around 13 billion pounds for company sales such as Bancafé, Telecom, Ecogas, 
Granahorrar, Centrales Eléctricas North of Santander and the electricians of Cundinamarca and 
Santander (Las2orillas, 2016). This implies that there is more interest in highlighting the 
mismanagement of the Antioquia government than the interest in strengthening public companies. 
What is interesting also is that obviously this government, that of Antioquia, is not part of Uribism. 
This point is also connected with the continuous messages of support for the actions taken by members 
of the Government party, but in no case are there criticisms of the actions of party members. 

One of the most retweeted Tweet relates to the criticism of the Medellín mayor's office and also 
criticism of authorities and the media for allegedly defending the FARC "As long as our complaints 
about improper handling of the Mayor in EPM are based on arguments, which have not been refuted, 
we must persist whatever the response of the authorities, the media or the board accustomed only to 
lawsuits and defending the FARC" (Uribe, 2021c). This Tweet brings together some of the 
characteristics of Uribist messages. First, a criticism of the opposition, which is also indirectly related 
to authorities and the media, especially those who have made decisions that affect party 
representatives. Second, the indirect relationship with the FARC or other armed groups. Another group 
of messages that correlates with this repetition strategy is related to criticism of left-wing parties or 
their members. "Castro-Chavismo", "Communism", "Castroism", “Socialism” and "Chavismo" are 
terms used continuously, without any clear definition of what it refers to, but they are always 
accompanied by adjectives such as "threat", "risk", and images of poverty in Venezuela and Cuba. 

Repetition is a fundamental factor and it is not restricted only to Tweets. During the "No" campaigns 
for the peace referendum, the distribution of information that angered people was central, the 

 
9 Empresas Públicas de Medellín (EPM) is a publicly owned home utility company that has generated a series 
of crisis reactions in its administration. 
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campaign director mentioned by the time, "We were looking for people to go out and vote very angry" 
(El Espectador, 2016) and added, "the strategy was to stop explaining the agreements to focus the 
message on outrage" (El Espectador, 2016), Of course, when the news broke, the CD disavowed the 
communication by the campaign leader and he ended up resigning his position. However, during the 
presidential election campaign, these communication strategies were repeated, the unofficial slogan 
was to avoid the "Castro-Chavist" threat, again a campaign full of messages against a threat whose 
existence is at least doubtful. In the campaign CD supporters used social media to spread the message 
of potential crisis of falling into the “Castro-Chavism” model if another candidate other than Ivan 
Duque was elected.   

The importance of the previous points is that when Uribism is really interested in a topic, it focuses 
its efforts on communicating it. Therefore, the fact that only two of the Tweets mention SLs indicates 
the level of priority that this problem has for the leader of the CD and the maximum reference of 
Uribism. On the other hand, this is a strategy that combined with criticism of social movements, has 
generated stigmatization of the SLs. 

5.3.3. Highlight Narco-terrorism and security 
 

In terms of discourse, democratic security appears constantly, security has been the central axis of 
Uribist policies since the times of the governments presided over by Alvaro Uribe. That is why the 
term security is used constantly, "Effective and transparent security prevents guerrillas, 
paramilitaries, drug trafficking, urban and rural crime." (Uribe, 2020g), This tweet expresses 
certainty about something that cannot be guaranteed. According to this text, situations such as 
inequality and injustice are not part of the equation that guarantees a peaceful society. In addition, 
reconciliation is ignored as a fundamental part to change the environment of structural violence in the 
country. On the other hand, the government's position on drug trafficking has proven to be inefficient, 
that other social factors are at the root of this problem and that only military security is not enough. 

The expression “Narco-terrorism” has been constantly used by Uribism since the days of the 
government headed by Alvaro Uribe. Mantilla-Valbuena (2008) carries out an analysis of the 
relationship of this term with the hegemonic power, mentioning "the anti-drug policy was 
characterized by a strong prohibitionist, moralistic and punitive tendency derived from the Protestant 
traditions that historically shaped the configuration of the American nation" (2008, p. 230), Mantilla-
Valbuena also characterizes this objective as one of the forms of US intervention in other latitudes 
and mentions that after 9/11 the "fight against terrorism" was integrated. A vital point in this analysis 
is the use of the concept of “risk production” in the “Risk society”, both concepts expressed by Beck 
(2006). The society described by Beck (2006) looks very similar to the discourse that the CD 
proclaims. First, the CD wants to solve a problem that was created by the historical positions of the 
state that have generated inequality and poverty. Drug trafficking has been an option, indirectly or 
directly, for a large part of the Colombian population. Here the irony that Beck mentions is fulfilled: 
the more drug trafficking is fought, the more drug prices increase and therefore the interest of different 
actors to participate, this is also ironic, since it is explained by capitalist market theories. Second, The 
CD constantly resorts to fear, mentioning risks that go beyond drug trafficking, proof of these are the 
next tweets: "We recovered the democratic sovereignty that we had lost due to narco-terrorism" 
(Uribe, 2020m) and "Since the separation of Panama the great risk of loss of sovereignty has been 
narco-terrorism" (Uribe, 2020d). Both texts use one of the mechanisms most used by Uribism in its 
interdiscursive form. First, two problems that are sensitive to Colombians, such as the loss of 
democracy and the separation from Panama, are related to drug trafficking. There is no doubt that drug 
trafficking is a serious problem, but the way it relates to these problems is intended to generate panic. 
These are accompanied by party interests such as offering the recovery of the security and to promote 
aerial spraying with glyphosate. 
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On the other hand, the strategy of repetition and connection of problems is applied. First, several 
messages are presented mentioning "And the aerial fumigation when?", This referring to the presumed 
need to carry out aerial fumigation with glyphosate. Second, this message is repeated connecting it 
with other situations such as increased crime and attacks on eradicators of illicit crops. This is how it 
is contradicted by another of the points focused on the fight against drug trafficking, which mentions 
"Drug terrorism destroys the jungle", now what is completely ignored is that glyphosate is a herbicide, 
which causes damage to the environment (Annett, et al., 2014; Gangadhar, et al., 2020). The discussion 
of using this chemical has usually focused on the cause of cancer but its effects on the environment 
are undeniable. The above is an example of a contradiction and the way in which tweets are delivered 
to meet an objective, in this case the relationship with glyphosate fumigation and reduction of other 
problems. 

Another way of using the networks to create meaning is the connection of two facts through a message, 
for example “Narco-terrorism without borders. They were arrested in Peru, with war material and 
coca, FARC narco-terrorists. The peace of Santos is a farce!” In this message, drug trafficking is 
related to the peace process, in a way that does not make sense. First, it should be demonstrated that 
is a systematic process of violation of the peace agreement. Second, it should be mentioned who is 
behind the coca and the seized weapons. In a country like Colombia, this can unfortunately be a fact 
of daily life and part of a lot of different armed groups. 

5.3.4. Language of violence and control 
 

The language of violence is constant in the different messages of the CD. For example in the messages 
in which Alvaro Uribe defends himself against the different accusations, the phrase "Drawn sword" is 
used on several occasions for instance: “I am a man who fights with the cards on the table, with the 
drawn sword, not with the dagger under the ruana” (Uribe, 2020n), this expression in addition to 
Being used to express that it carries out the actions in a frontal way, also presents another characteristic 
of Uribism, which consists of using violence in search of achieving its objectives.  

One of the most resonated messages, especially due to the protest against the government, was the 
following: “If the authority, serene, firm and with social criteria implies a massacre, it is because on 
the other side there is violence and terror rather than protest” (Uribe, 2019a). This message shows 
the direst characteristics of the Uribist discourse. First, the application of violence as a form of conflict 
resolution. Second, the legitimization of the massacres. Third, a stigmatization of social movements. 
It is important to note that the message was given in the midst of the indigenous protest, that is why 
mentioning "it is because on the other side there is violence and terror rather than protest", 
stigmatizes the actors involved in the protest and puts them at risk, since it legitimizes possible violent 
actions against them. This logic of violence is also directed at SLs, first, they are leading the 
indigenous protests and they are the ones who lead the organization processes of the same. 

5.3.5. CD strategy of connecting any opposition with a common risk.  
 

The tweets mention what the ruling party calls “Castro-Chavismo”, “Chavismo”. As mentioned, this 
strategy has been applied frequently in combination with the strategy of connecting "Castro-
Chavismo" with the previous government, opposition, guerrillas, and other antagonistic groups of the 
Uribism ideology. 

A point to note is that this type of criticism is used with actors who have no relationship with what 
could be called leftist, communist or socialist tendencies. Especially the case of the former president 
Juan Manual Santos. When analyzing the actions of the previous government, perhaps the only action 
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other than neoliberal policies was the peace process. However, the rest of the policies focused on the 
same model of privatization and liberalization of the market10. On the other hand, what is presented in 
the Tweets is based on what is true for Uribism, however, there are several points to consider. First, 
none of the individuals or groups directly related in the analyzed tweets have openly expressed an 
interest in reproducing the policies of Chávez or Castro. Second, there is no such a thing as a castro-
chavista´s model11. Third, Colombia has historically proven to be a country with right-wing tendencies 
(Gamboa, 2019, p. 191). Therefore, if the risk exists, the probability of its occurrence is minimal. 

The way in which the connection of Chavismo or Castro-Chavismo is enacted in the tweets is using 
Venezuela and its president and the alleged connection with the guerrilla groups. For example "While 
in Colombia they debate about the ELN and Maduro, the video that exposes the relationship continues 
to be silenced by the Venezuelan regime" (Uribe, 2020j) and the reproduction of a dialogue obtained 
from a video "´Now we take control of the area´: the announcement of an ELN commander in the 
villages of a Venezuelan municipality" (Uribe, 2020a). In both cases, videos of the ELN are used in 
which their presence in Venezuela is insinuated, this to link the neighboring government with these 
armed groups. Now, what happens is that pieces of information are used without rigorous research, 
which indicates that the objective is basically to generate the impact on the reader, but not to verify 
this situation. 

All of the above has a relationship with SLs, as mentioned in the conceptual framework, a perception 
has been generated in society that SLs are related to leftist groups or armed groups, it is clear that this 
comes from the constant use of social networks where a connection is generated through comments 
such as those used in the previously listed examples. That is why in the different documents and 
material about SLs it is constantly highlighted that they do not belong to armed or guerrilla groups. 

5.3.6. Fraternal economy 
 

This term in combination with "no class hatred", is a new discursive tool coined by the CD. One of 
the first records of this ideology is found on the CD's WEB page, where former senator Alvaro Uribe 
presents a speech on what he called at that time "For a Christian economy, solidarity, fraternal 
between employers and workers, without hatred of classes" (Centro Democrático, 2018). Within this 
proposal, the main point is the reduction of taxes on companies, although other points are mentioned 
such as an austere state, an increase in the minimum wage. This speech closes with the mention of "a 
more Christian economy". 

CD has changed some aspects of the concept where the religious aspects were removed. However, the 
central goal of the reduction of the taxes for the companies is still central. The way in which this 
reform is related to a social benefit, according to Alvaro Uribe, is the generation of a greater number 
of jobs, the logic used is that companies by paying less taxes will be stronger and generate more jobs.  

In Alvaro Uribe´s Tweets, this term is used in different ways. First, as a form of criticism of the 
opposition, for example, the Tweet "Opposition in Medellin; Risks EPM, source of resources for social 
policy; Stimulates class hatred (We defend fraternal economy)" (Uribe, 2021d). Second, to promote 
the actions of the government party, as an example, Alvaro Uribe mentions “We applaud the CD and 
allied parties that file a project for micro-enterprises with less than 3 workers to access employment 
support programs and payment of bonuses. It can benefit 400 thousand workers. Fraternal economy, 

 
10 For instance, the of ISAGEN and free trade agreement with the USA. 

11 During the analysis carried out, I did not find a reference to something called Castro Chavismo. There are 
analyzes related to Chavismo, but there is nothing that integrates this perspective with Castroism. 
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in double with the working businessman" (Uribe, 2020c). Third, to discredit social movements, such 
as the indigenous Minga, in this Twitter Alvaro Uribe insinuates that it is a risk "Beware of the Minga: 
To class hatred, a socialist engine to destroy private companies and freedoms, the result of which 
prevents progress in the fabric social, oppose the fraternal economy and the creativity of individual 
entrepreneurship, guarantors of social harmony" (Uribe, 2020b). In addition, this speech mentions 
something that can be called ideology when mentions that the "fraternal economy" and "the creativity 
of individual entrepreneurship" are the guarantors of social harmony. Therefore, since the above is 
not verifiable and there is no academic support, the intention of Twitter is clear, to discredit a social 
movement and promote the Uribe ideology. There are many more factors related to obtaining a "social 
harmony", besides there is no clarity of what this concept means for Uribism. 

All the points presented do not have a technical character, none of the statements can be treated as a 
fact, there are no empirical data in Colombia or even in the world that can support the benefits 
mentioned about the fraternal economy, the concept is also vague and naive. However, the tweets 
depict the points as if they were true. Therefore, the texts represent an intention that it will call a 
“positioning strategy” which in turn seeks the naturalization of the Uribist ideology through the 
discrediting of the opposition without distinction. The messages are addressed to anyone outside the 
Uribist ideology. 

An example of the aforementioned is the tweet “I'm not going to qualify national life characters. But 
I make a reference to him about the things that concern me about politics. I am concerned, for example, 
when class hatred is incubated” (Macias, 2020). Like the Tweets sent by the party director, there is 
constant reference to "class hatred", normally these messages are activated by party members prior to 
any demonstration against the government, that is, according to the review carried out during the 
government of Ivan Duque, all the protests have triggered this message by party members. It is 
important to mention that to contrast this, it was observed that during the government of Juan Manuel 
Santos the members of this party promoted several protests and at no time was “class hatred” 
mentioned. Therefore, there is again a stigmatization of the protest when they are against Uribism or 
the current government. 

5.3.7. Peace and violence 
 

As mentioned previously, peace has been a controversial issue from Uribist's perspective. Especially 
the signing of the agreement and the reluctance to apply what was signed (Botero, 2017). The tweets 
evidently maintain the aggressive character against the peace process and the Special Jurisdiction for 
Peace (JEP). In general, the message of Uribism is that former President Santos handed the country 
over to the FARC with the signing of the peace agreement. The twitter "The massacres caused by 
narco-terrorism, nurtured by the peace of Santos, to combat them require that Pte Duque can advance 
in the spraying of drugs" (Uribe, 2020i), It is full of ideology and political attacks, which are also 
related to the peace agreement with FARC, it is evident that the objective of the message is to obtain 
the authorization of the spraying of glyphosate, this under the Uribist logic is the solution to the drug 
trafficking problem. However, the message connects other issues that have no obvious relationship, 
first, the peace process, indicating that its signature has generated more massacres, this at least is a 
simplistic vision of the problems that the country faces. It also relates massacres and drug trafficking 
to the peace process, which has the main objective of discrediting this process. 

The previous tweet also presents another way of discrediting the peace process. First, it is suggested 
that the massacres that occurred are related to the peace process. Now, the question that the 
government must ask is, is the increase in massacres in Colombia due to the peace process or the 
failure of the government to comply with what was agreed upon? The foregoing is supported by the 
fact that it was possible between 2014 and 2019 to keep the massacres at a historical minimum, which 
indicates that the current government has been unable to maintain these statistics (DW, 2021). Since 
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the signing of the agreement, the murder of 138 people reinserted through the peace process has been 
related, of which 16 were SLs, most of these during the current government (INDEPAZ, 2020). In 
other words, the victims have been people demobilized from the FARC, which partly shows the 
weakness of the state to guarantee compliance with the agreements regarding the protection of the 
lives of ex-combatants and SLs. The party members of the government avoid exposing those who 
perpetrate the crimes and are not related to illegal groups. In the Tweets offered by the government is 
reported that ringleaders of armed groups accused of the killings have been captured, and it is not 
offered clarity about the reasons behind the assassinations. In addition, those facts that link 
megaprojects and state actors to crimes are completely ignored. 

In the messages against the JEP, there is a clear search to prevent this jurisdiction from judging the 
military and police, such as “Our soldiers and police need impartial justice. The armed forces have 
been respectful of the democratic order, those who have failed have been severely sanctioned. Let's 
fight so that our heroes don't have to be in the JEP, created by the Farc for the Farc.” (Uribe, 2020k).  

Regarding party members, the position focuses on mentioning that the JEP is politicized “The JEP is 
a court that is politicized by design, so its decisions are not surprising. Its creators now complain 
about the decisions, but they designed it to be like that! Either it is completely reformed or it must 
disappear” (Valencia, 2020), When reviewing different documents of the CD it was identified that 
there is no conceptualization of what is “politicized justice”, either there are arguments to defend this 
position. The JEP was created through an agreement between the guerrillas and the Santos 
government, in which both parts agreed by neutrality that those who would elect the members of this 
organization would be the United Nations, the European Court of Human Rights, the Public 
Universities, the Supreme Court Justice and the International Center for Transitional Justice. 
Therefore, the Tweet would indicate that from the point of view of the ruling party these organizations 
are politicized. As this is quite complex, it is evident that the intention is to relate this justice to the 
common enemy of Uribism: the extreme left, Castro-Chavismo, or socialism. Among the almost 278 
messages that relate to the JEP, the most suggest that this justice favors the FARC and that everything 
is part of the left's plan to tarnish the current government and its political party. Another example is 
“Colombia demands Justice. We do not want more impunity, nor more corruption, nor more complicity 
with narco-terrorism #ConstituyenteYa #NoMasJEPYa #FumigacionCocaYa” (Mejía, 2020), the 
tweet also relates to the JEP with issues such as impunity, it is related to drug trafficking, it is 
important to note that the JEP has made it reach the truth in cases that were unanswered for years, in 
a country like Colombia, where impunity is gigantic, criticize something that has worked is at least 
ironic. 

Although the government has provided the necessary budget to the JEP, the president has made 
different comments demanding results. Something that does not happen with other entities in charge 
of trying crimes, as mentioned at the beginning, impunity in the murder of SLs, is quite high. In the 
government in general, there has been an attitude of disagreement with the peace process, which does 
not allow strong institutional support for its implementation, as a result of the distrust of the different 
parties and the increase in the difficulty of those who work in organizations like the JEP. 

5.3.8. Neoliberal ideas in the core of the discourse 
 

A relevant aspect of the analysis of tweets is the constant way in which economic development is 
placed at the center. This is how what Uribism calls "social cohesion" is a consequence of business 
strengthening and security. Likewise, CD discourse reduces the importance of aspects such as 
inequality and care for the environment, which are a fundamental part of the axis of social 
sustainability. In the discourse of Uribism the order of the words is important, whenever social 
cohesion is mentioned, this is found in a third line, for example in “We must strengthen our ideology 
of a safe, democratic country, with great vigor of private enterprise, entrepreneurship, and social 
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cohesion” or “Unbeatable fundamental values: Security as a democratic value, private 
entrepreneurship and social cohesion”, always the order is security, entrepreneurship / company and 
finally social cohesion.  

Another type of message has to do with contradictions regarding political positions, in one of the 
Tweets it is mentioned "A long time ago I stopped thinking about the world in terms of the left or the 
right, I began to think about it in terms of democratic values such as security, investment, social 
policy, the balance between peace and justice." (Uribe, 2021a). The first, when it is mentioned that a 
long time ago, he stopped thinking left or right, contradicts all the messages in which the position of 
communism, chavism, socialism is criticized (see chapter 5.3). The moment he stops thinking in those 
terms, it would make no sense to criticize socialism or the left, it would only make sense to focus on 
actions, a situation that does not occur in all cases. These types of statements are intended to divert 
attention from the struggles related to neoliberalism and focus attention on the "benefits of democratic 
security." Social policies are an issue that is not detailed in the government's proposals, in contrast to 
security and financial proposals, where extensive neoliberal reforms are delivered. 

As related in the section that explains the characteristics of neoliberalism, one of them is the reduction 
of taxes for companies, this is highlighted in texts such as "Less taxes for companies, better conditions 
for workers" (Uribe, 2021b), or "When president Duque received a country with so much violence and 
with an economy that had been prostrate since 2014, extremely high taxes, asphyxiated private 
companies, poverty reduction frozen in 2014, he began to recover the country very well" (Uribe, 
2020o). The first message highlights the reduction in taxes and its relationship with a “possible 
benefit” such as the improvement of working conditions. This implies an ideological look, as it 
suggests that the best working conditions will be connected to a possible reduction in taxes. This can 
at least generate certain questions. On the one hand, who guarantees that companies will invest the 
profits in improving working conditions? It is essential to understand that taxes are tied to profits, and 
there is no way to guarantee that the profits of companies will be directed to improve these conditions. 
The second message relates a series of mechanisms typical of Uribism. First mention that the bad 
situation of the country is caused by the previous government. Second, promote the current 
government by mentioning that it has saved the country from disgrace. Third, to relate the taxes to a 
suffocated company sector suggesting that the suffocation is caused by taxes.  

Now, it seems that this analysis was not related to all the problems of the killings of SLs. However, 
other ways of achieving development are not recognized from the perspective of the ruling party. This 
means that the positions of SLs are not considered. On the contrary, in conjunction with other 
meanings created through discourse, the work of SLs is indirectly discredited and stigmatized. If the 
SLs are not part of one of the Uribism solutions, nor are Uribism followers, then they are not a source 
of development. The position is that entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs are the ones who offer 
solutions to any problem. However, communities, the environment, nature and the local are ignored 
as sources of solutions to social problems. Thus, from the current discourse, the victimization of the 
SLs is encouraged since it is not recognized as a fundamental factor for the development of 
communities. I am not ignoring here the importance of the private sector in development, but the way 
in which other ways of achieving it are ignored from the discourse. 

 

 

 

 



38 

 

6. Discussion 
 

One of the main goals of the critical discourse analysis was to identify the position of the current 
Colombian government and its party members. In this section, the results of this discourse analysis 
will be presented. 

The ruling party has a position in which there is no such thing as truth in the ideas of the opposition, 
nor in any point of view that is not aligned with the Uribist ideology. In general, the CD uses the 
Castro-Chavist, communist, socialist, or extreme left threat, concerning practically any political actor 
that is not aligned with Uribism. As mentioned in the analysis, the CD connects them with armed 
groups such as the FARC dissidents or ELN members, creating what I will call a network of 
connections of meaning. In this network, a message relates an actor to a social problem, subsequently, 
the actors are related to third parties. In this indirect way, the problem is related to third parties even 
if they do not have any relationship. A similar dynamic has been used for SLs since they conflict with 
the Uribism. Therefore, they are integrated into the “socialist threat”, which puts the SLs at risk by 
targeting armed groups that do not want to lose their power.  

The way SLs have been affected by this perception, it is through the stigmatization that SLs belong to 
some of the armed groups, that their protests respond to the “extreme left” or “socialism” or other 
interests that do not ensure the improvement of the community conditions. The above is not mentioned 
directly, but in messages such as those generated about the Minga (see section 5.3).  

Regarding the official channels, these present a simplification of the problem of threats and 
assassinations of SLs. Since the messages limit the latter to drug trafficking. In contrast, according to 
different NGO studies, the causes extend to extractive projects, land grabbing, and opposition to 
government megaprojects (Zuluaga & Rodriguez, 2019; Comisión Colombiana de Juristas & IEPRI, 
2018). The government's discourse recognizes the SLs only from the perspective of victims, but they 
do not consider them an option for the search for solutions to problems such as the eradication of illicit 
crops. Finally, the vision of the ruling party's ideology is that the problem of the assassinations of SLs 
is seen only from the perspective of security. No effort is made to understand local social dynamics 
from their complexities and singularities, which would allow the proposal of more suitable solutions 
for this problem. One ambiguity that arises between the discourse of the government and that of its 
party members is that on the one hand, the connection of meanings is made that discredits and 
stigmatizes the struggles of the SLs, but on the other hand, the government in its obligation to follow 
international recommendations focuses their efforts on applying protection measures (See section 2.4). 
The latter is evidenced in the section on the development of the term SLs, where it is clearly seen that 
the evolutions have been related to international pressure. 

The government's discourse of the communist threat is accompanied on the other hand by the 
exaltation of the importance of security. This security discourse focuses on highlighting the country's 
security problems and relates them especially to the failures of the peace agreement. On the other 
hand, constant support is generated for the armed forces regardless of the accusations and findings of 
abuses and crimes. Historical facts have shown that the armed forces have attacked the civilian on 
population on more than one occasion under the administration of the Uribist governments (BBC, 
2020a; JEP, 2018). The incendiary messages of the use of weapons against civilians, and the excessive 
violence of the police and the army against civilians allows that both the police and the army do not 
fully guarantee the safety of civilians in Colombia, much less of the SLs. In addition, the analysis of 
the discourse agrees with that mentioned by Cárdenas (2013) regarding its characteristics of 
“Caudillismo”, since they focus on a security guarantee that can only be supplied by the CD, which in 
turn can only give solutions to security when its leader Alvaro Uribe who indicates the “proper” way.  
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The linearity of uribist neoliberal thought generates a series of problems that do not allow their 
governments to have solutions for the social wrong related to the threats and murders of SLs. This 
linearity that could be assumed is typical of Twitter messages, however it extends to government 
policies. The killing of SLs is a wicked problem. Then solution cannot be thought linearly assuming 
that security and private capital will solve the root problem is a mistake. COVID appears as an example 
of the failure in Uribist thought. The government's policies have been insufficient, and the market, no 
matter how strong, could not respond to the situation posed by the pandemic. In the same way, 
believing that the killings of SLs can only be solved with protective measures is insufficient. The 
above also coincides with Monbiot's criticism of neoliberal measures and its heart based on 
competition (Monbiot, 2016). 

To find solutions, it is necessary to delve into questions such as: Why is someone willing to kill for 
profit? Why is war easier than peace in Colombia? In addition to the above questions, what do the 
Uribism and the current government intend with the discrediting of the peace process? The analysis 
shows the continuous interest in preventing the police and the army from being judged by the JEP has 
two possible objectives. First, to gain the definitive support of the army, and second, to prevent events 
such as the murders of civilians and SLs are exposed to public light and judged neutrally. The peace 
process has been accompanied by different countries to guarantee it complies with the appropriate 
conditions. However, the government has been warned, by different observers, about not allowing the 
implementation of what was agreed in the peace accords. The lack of implementation in what was 
agreed has been related to the increase in the murders of SLs. One of the reasons is that issues related 
to agrarian reform have been delayed and the state's inability to fill the power vacuum in the regions 
(Aya, 2017). 

Concerning the discourse, the agency is fully held by the members of Uribism. The Uribist experts’ 
recommendations are the solution to any problem, regardless of whether it lacks scientific support or 
validation from the communities. But the most important thing, the solution, and the word to follow 
will always be that of its leader Alvaro Uribe. The power that it has managed to centralize can achieve 
influence over a large part of the population. What other studies about Uribism have identified in 
terms of their discourse related to "caudillismo" (Kajsiu, 2019; Gamboa, 2019) 

Returning to the above, first, the discourse of the government and the CD has characteristics that 
confirm an ontological conflict. In which the government, in addition to having a Neoliberal discourse, 
also mixes it with "Caudillismo" and with neo-conservatism. This combination escalates the rejection 
of differences and different points of view. This gap creates an ontological conflict between the current 
government and the CD concerning the SLs. This barrier will not allow the government to turn the 
tragedy of the SLs into policies that go beyond the protection and security terms in which the 
government's actions have been framed. Summarizing, this is what Blaser denotes as an ontological 
conflict (Blaser, 2013).  

The analysis integrated the mass protests that have taken place in Colombia (2019 and 2021). The 
demonstrations were a response to the neoliberal policies applied by the government in an 
overwhelmed society. On the other hand, the pandemic appears as a sign that Neoliberal policies and 
the market as a savior are not enough to effectively deal with the challenges of Colombian society. 
The protests also relate to the killings of SLs, the disagreement with the government's actions, which 
in turn demonstrate that the social crisis is reaching an unsustainable point. The crisis has been 
announced in different studies by Blaser, Escobar, De Sousa among other Latin American academics 
(Blaser, 2016; De Sousa, 2009; De Sousa, 2003; Blaser, 2013; Escobar, 1995). In which it is explained 
how neoliberalism and its universalizing characteristics eliminate other types of knowledge and other 
solutions to social and economic problems. The analysis shows these patterns in the Uribe discourse. 
Consequently, what has been reported in this analysis is that what happened with SLs is part of the 
crisis of the hegemonic model, in this case: the Uribist one. 
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7. Conclusions 
 

In his writings Foucault mentions with certainty that repressive power is perhaps the weakest form of 
power (Foucault, 1998). When reviewing the Colombian context and all the threatening situations that 
SLs in Colombia are faced with, it is understood that this argument applies to the situation of SLs that 
represent options outside the Uribist ideology. SLs´ effort is continually ignore in the discourse what 
materializes with the absence of preventive actions to their protection. This is evidenced by the fact 
that all government actions are focused on the protection of leaders after the after the threats. In other 
words, there are never actions aimed at identifying the root of the problems and establishing thought 
transition processes. When I refer to transition, it is towards new models that integrate local 
perspectives, community perspectives that SLs represent. In other worlds the vision of the pluriverse. 
These will allow not only to integrate the best of the current model, but also local knowledge and will 
allow the generation of appropriate solutions for local environments.  

It is important to mention that Uribism is a representation of the Colombian context of modernity. 
Therefore, a different approach would consist of leaving the current Colombian party scheme. This 
would allow breaking the polarization that Colombia lives between left and right, as well as the 
subdivisions generated in the different historical processes. The left, because it recognizes itself as 
the most consolidated antagonist movement in Colombia, normally tends to relate to SLs. However, 
the critical analysis of authors such as Escobar suggests that Marxism and other western visions, that 
criticize neoliberal models, contain some aspects that does not provide solutions for the modernity 
problem (Escobar, 2012). Although, some of its principles could be thought of as part of the transition 
to the pluriverse, the proposal would be to move away from the left position due to its universalizing 
characteristics (Escobar, 2018). In the vision of the pluriverse, the damages that the neoliberal model 
has caused are recognized, but it is also mentioned that the pluriverse recognizes the positive in the 
neoliberal and in the modern (Escobar, 2012). 

It is then that different concepts of political ontology such as partial connection, that is, the connection 
between different realities can be implemented. This in turn must be translated into the Colombian 
political reality. A society accustomed to the hegemonic model requires the translation of these 
concepts as part of the change, as part of the integration of the pluriverses represented by the SLs. 
Thus, the path is the design towards the pluriverse, the integration in a symmetrical environment of 
local interests, the generation of a political proposal that allows cultural translation. A country that 
finally understands its differences from a position of dialogue and not from a perspective of violence.  

Now, to implement a change of this magnitude, integration into public policy is necessary. This means 
integrating the concepts of Pluriverse and Political Ontology within the political perspectives of the 
Colombian reality. This implies the creation of a political scenario that allows these processes to begin. 
Academics such as Escobar, Blaser, De la Cadena, among others, have been carrying out work with 
different communities, in which they have developed both concepts. These communities can be 
considered as seeds for the next step. The next step is to break through the reality in which the 
traditional model persists, answering questions such as: what is the way to apply ontological politics 
in a context like the Colombian one? How to integrate these concepts in a "functional way" With the 
modern world? What transitions are necessary? How to carry out these transitions in the application? 
Is it necessary to create a political party that supports these ideas? Is this political party the option to 
find ways of change? There are many questions to answer, in general, to bring these concepts to the 
modern environment in which it is intended to be applied. 

However, it is easier to conclude than to execute. Perhaps one of the most important conclusions from 
this analysis is that change requires courage, because it is not only about the number of leaders killed, 
but about the loss of local leadership and knowledge. In addition, the fear generated in society, at this 
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time, I hear from Colombia to the killing by police of at least 41 demonstrators in recent protests. This 
indicates the difficulty of expressing ideas opposed to the government, if the police and army have 
developed the indolence of murdering civilians, how can they be expected to protect the SLs? This is 
perhaps the challenge, how to unite a society and overcome the armed threat, how to take the next step 
towards the pluriverse and not to die trying. 
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