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Abstract:  

This research is about Mai kadra massacre that happened on Nov. 9 2020 during the Ethiopian 

National Defense Force law enforcement operation against the Tigray regional state. The 

massacre has ended with two conflicting narratives. This short research is therefore to clearly 

analyze secondary data collected (sources) against the two narratives of the massacre. Though 

there were difficulties to get as many documents as possible, the already collected data with 

some additional sources were used to answer the research questions and to give solutions for 

the research problems.  At the beginning, this study presented the details of all the main 

documents to explain what claims about the Mai kadra massacre have raised. Secondly, 

claimed reasons about the massacre have discussed to answer one of the research questions 

(why the massacre has happened?) based on the secondary data collected and some other 

related documents. At last, the different themes formed have been analyzed against the two 

opposing narratives of this study. In relation to data analysis, thematic analysis under 

qualitative approach is used. Significant and essential theme ideas are drawn out from the data 

collected and organized in to different themes. All the themes are described and summarized 

according to their position about the two conflicting narratives in order to give clear 

information for readers. Opinions of the researcher are also added.  
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Ethnic cleansing, Ethiopian violence, Ethnic Federalism, Revolutionary Democracy, 
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1.Introduction: 

Ethiopia is found in the horn of Africa and is one of East African countries. There are ten 

federal states in Ethiopia now and Tigray regional government which is located in North West 

of Ethiopia is one of them. At the south west of this region found Hafta Humera Woreda which 

holds the rural Mai-Kadra town, where the Nov 9, 2020 massacre happened and is the focus of 

my research. Mai-kadra is a border town with the Sudan and that is home for an estimated 

40000 to 45000 inhabitants (Ethiopian Human Right Commission, 2020).   

Mai-kadra massacre is one of the biggest tragedy happened in Ethiopia during the federal 

government’s law enforcement operation against the Tigray regional government that began in 

November 2020. Since it is part of the ongoing operation, it is still fresh, because of this 

frequent updates about the massacre have been publishing yet.  

After the law enforcement operation began on Nov. 4, 2020 the Ethiopian National Defense 

Force (ENDF) has defeated the Tigray Region special and militia forces and forced them to run 

back and reached at the verge of Mai-kadra town on Nov. 9, 2020. As the Ethiopian National 

Defense Force was surrounding the town the same day and the following night, something 

devastating happened on civilian residents of the town.  

On the following day Nov. 10, 2020 we all saw very large number of dead bodies of civilians 

who did not seem to have any connection with the ongoing law enforcement operation. Then 

after, two but opposing narratives about the civilians killing filled the air from different Medias 

and Human Right Organizations.  

The first narrative was the Tigray region government affiliated youths ‘Samri’, supported by 

the region’s special and militia forces killed Amhara workers living in the town (Amnesty 

International: Investigation reveals evidence that Scores of Civilians were killed in massacre in 

Tigray state, 2020). The second narrative was exactly the opposite, that is, the Ethiopian 
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National Defense Force (ENDF) affiliated Amhara Special Forces and informal armed group 

‘Fano’ massacred Tigrian civilians living in the town (Reuters: Ethiopians Fleeing to Sudan 

describe air strikes machetes killings in Tigray, 2020). Therefore, this research is data analysis 

against these contradicting narratives about the Mia-kadra massacre. The study will also 

critically discuss on the data that led the two narratives.   

Problem Statement 

Some sources tried to attach the massacre with the ongoing law enforcement operation and the 

frustration created in connection with the operation ((Amnesty International: Investigation 

reveals evidence that Scores of Civilians were killed in massacre Tigray state, 2020)), however, 

since these two ethnic groups (Amharas and Tigrayans) have had recurrent conflicts for the last 

three decades in Mai-Kadra and surrounding areas, they might say ‘we are attacked’ simply 

with antagonistic feeling. Or they might have some other reasons, especially; like fundamental 

grounds what they (conflicting groups) have in common. Economic reasons or the country’s 

constitution, which holds them together, can be named as an example. Therefore, these two 

conflicting narratives of the massacre and their reasons have to be checked by knowledgeable 

and well experienced researchers, I believe.  

In addition to this, history thought us that, in many countries important stories, history 

junctions and history writers or demolishers were bypassed or magnified deliberately or by 

chance. For instance, in the 1994 Rwandan massacre, it was believed that the conflict was 

simply civil war not genocide especially at the beginning, (J. Kuperman, 2000). Similarly it 

was the number of deaths which was debatable than the genocide in the 1915Armenian 

massacre (The New York Times, A Century after Armenian Genocide, Turkeys Denial only 

deepens, 2015). This showed that massacres need to be studied thoroughly. Therefore, in this 

thesis I will analyze (thematic analysis method) the different data collected against the two 
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opposing narratives of the massacre to explain what has happened in Mai Kadra and who are 

claimed to be behind the massacre and why. 

Aim 

 Nationally, to raise awareness about the dangerousness of ethnic conflict and to alert all 

responsible bodies that such massacre not to happen again.  

 Internationally, pressure the international community to recognize the Mai kadra 

massacre and do its part for further investigation.  

Purpose 

The purpose of this study is therefore to analyze different data sources that are collected in the 

form of audio or text documents about the Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadra massacre against the two 

conflicting narratives of the study and try to answer the research problem(s) by using  the 

following research questions. 

Research question 

1. What claims have been made about the Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadra massacre?  

 Who are said to have carried out the massacre?  

2. Why did the massacre happen?  

By collecting relevant documents and conducting the study, I will present my view to clear out 

the opposing thought created (that means Tigrayans / Amharas did the killing) among the 

people in Mai-kadra area in particular and in Ethiopia in general. Moreover, this research can 

provide some clue to resolve similar problems in the future too. It can also help as a beginning 

document for other researchers on the same or similar study fields in the future. Because of 
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this, the contribution from this research will not be given an easy role in the research science 

world, I believe. 

I will use qualitative research method in analyzing the different grouped data sources; in 

particular, thematic analysis will be applied. Basically, I have collected data from Medias, 

Human Right institutions, government offices and Justice and Nongovernmental organizations 

that definitely have both similarities and differences about the Mai-kadra massacre.  

Though different analysis may use different techniques, the final findings will totally based on 

the data sources analyzed.  My personal motivation was therefore only to analyze the data 

collected against the two contradicting narratives of the massacre. That means, to search out 

why the information contradicted and to check if the law enforcement operation has an impact 

on the massacre. 

On the other hand, the final result of this study is important both for those who were victims in 

Mai kadra and for those who enjoy the respect of human rights and who strive for it. In 

addition to this, though the people of Mai-kadra have already known the bare truth about the 

Nov. 9, 2020 incidence, the study is by far significant to them too just to see the massacre 

proved by a research and approved based on evidences.  

 

2.Background: 

Ethiopia, a country with thousands of year’s historical background (John G. Jackson, 1939), 

hundreds of year’s state practice (Thomas P. Ofcansky, 1991) and the only country in Africa 

that is never colonized and also has successfully defeated colonization (Thomas P. Ofcansky, 

1991 p 13). The land of more than a hundred million people now, a symbol of peaceful 
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coexistence among more than eighty ethnic nationalities and different religions, languages and 

cultural groups are now dramatically challenged.  

The present day Ethiopia has therefore passed various administrative systems, from the royal, 

very traditional and religious type to the authoritarian and communist and to the recent ethno-

linguistic federalism system. This journey was long but generally progressive, tedious but 

educative and every system put its own footsteps, both positively and negatively, for the 

country to be reached today.   

The Imperial regime, that ended in 1974, with the last Emperor Haile Silasie I, was known by 

discriminating in between ethnic groups and religions. It was dominated by Christian religion 

and feudal ideologies and by a lord and peasant sentiments (Markakis John and Nega Ayele, 

1986). The structure of modern education system and bureaucratic practices have begun and 

progressed in this last Imperial era. But due to various reasons the then economic resource 

“land” was given mostly to the Imperial family and related nobility groups. Because of this 

most of the people throughout the country who took land as the base of their life were changed 

to be peasants and workers only for the one who owned the land, which is technically the 

Nobility groups (Markakis John, 1981). Therefore the progress in education and modern 

bureaucratic systems that have been seen in this era couldn’t influence and change the way of 

life of the citizen as it was expected. Due to this, the unsatisfied majority, the disappointed, 

disgusted, discriminated and economically alienated group of the people began uprising in 

different corners of the country both in cities, towns and even in rural areas. This apprising was 

supported by the famous Ethiopian Student Movement, farmer’s rebellion and taxi drivers’ 

(Markakis John and Nega Ayele 1986, p 84).  

In general, the country’s constitution (1931) that glorifies the imperial system and 

acknowledges them as unique was not giving a proper place for ordinary citizens (Ethiopian 

Constitution of 1931). According to chapter II of the constitution, every decision rested on the 
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will of the Emperor and on his hands. Even the revised constitution (1955) had series personal 

and group right violations (Article 126, religious group right inequality), because of this, it was 

unlikely to share equal rights among citizens under this constitution (Ethiopian Constitution of 

1955). All these were the main reasons for the people to stand against the emperor and his 

Imperial administration and that alerts the entire population for change.  

Despite the fact that in every uprising of the period, society demanded and expected democratic 

government, good administrative system and better institutions. However this strong interest 

for change was not supported by well organized and coordinated political group(s) which can 

carry the new revolution and movement of the period. This created power vacuum in the 

country. As a result, the relatively organized and well armed Ethiopian Revolutionary Force 

(technically the Army) came to power in 1974. Then, after overthrowing the Imperial long 

ruling regime, the Army tried to fill the vacuum. Because of this, what was planned by the 

royal government to make Ethiopia modern state and what was expected by the general public 

were unfortunately ended unpredictably.  

The military regime, boldly remembered with the land reform proclamation of 1975 that 

nationalized both urban and rural lands and distributed to citizens, mass education “Zemecha 

Program” that promoted literacy and ended feudalism (Saheed A. Adejumobi, 2007) but 

controlled the people and ruled the country with an iron fierce. The new military government 

has tried to solve all social economical and political problems by force and everything was 

going to complete disaster. The military junta changed itself to represent communists and the 

communist ideology and took the country as if it was one of the then socialist states.  

Gradually, the country has deteriorated and the people have fallen under complete dictatorship. 

Multi-party system which was promised at the beginning of the military junta ended with red 

and white terrors to make The Ethiopian Workers Party as a vanguard party (Paulos Milkias, 

2011). Because of this various uprisings and conflicts became common in different corners of 
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the country (Aaron Tesfaye, 2017). The famous Ethiopian student’s movement (latter changed 

to Ethiopian people’s Revolutionary Party-EPRP) was also crushed by the military regime. 

Though it was written in the constitution article 2 nationalities regional autonomy, article 35 

about equality of all citizens before the law and article 50 the right to elect and to be elected to 

assume elected government, article 46, No. 3 state and religion are separate entities, article 47 

guarantying freedom of speech, but all these were not practically functional (The Constitution 

of the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 1987). The government was organized strong 

and autocrat, which strived to solve all its problems only by force. However, the military 

regime that took over power from the Imperial ruling structure in 1974 and was predicted very 

strong suddenly collapsed in 1991 and gave its power to Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 

Democratic Front (EPRDF).  

EPRDF (made up of the Tigray People’s Liberation front (TPLF), the Amhara National 

Democratic Movement (ANDM), the Oromo People’s Democratic Organization (OPDO) and 

the Southern Ethiopia People’s Democratic Front (SEPDF)) emerged as new dominant political 

entity. A new constitution stipulated in 1994 that created nine (now ten) autonomous ethnic 

based federal states and set a general election in every five years commencing from 1995 

(Saheed A. Adejumobi, 2007). EPRDF was also the one that controlled allied ruling parties in 

the remaining five regional governments; Benishangul Gumuth, Afar, Gambela, Somali and 

Harar (Paulos Milkias, 2011). 

Though EPRDF created and acknowledged different federal states, all of them were indirectly 

controlled from the center and were with no power (Paulos Milkias, 2011). Furthermore some 

areas like Wolkayt (which include Mai-kadra) the focus of this research, was unofficially 

annexed to Tigray by TPLF in 1992 before the constitution was ratified (William Davison, 

2016) but approved along with the constitution in 1994.     
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Moreover, along with the developments in education, industry, service and knowledge transfer, 

EPRDF was chewed back in connection to its new ethnic federalism (the constitution) because 

it has believed that the federalism was bogus and hypocritical (Saheed A. Adejumobi, 2007).  

The constitution of the country gave right for individuals to have free movement and 

resettlement as a citizen (Article 32), but contradicted its statement by rewarding 

(acknowledging) a unique and special ownership of the states for some ethnic groups. That 

means different ethnic groups have no equal right in the states in the country. Because of this, 

citizens who have lived for many years and many generations following their ancestors have 

been skeptical to live and invest in different states of Ethiopia, especially in regions where they 

are further away from their ethnic home (Saheed A. Adejumobi, 2007). As a consequence, the 

state constitutions enacted and executed according to Article 52, 2b of the country’s 

constitution (Federal Negarit Gazeta, 1995 p 20), have violated individual and group rights of 

citizens and deemed them as settlers. 

For instance, based on few state constitutions, other ethnic member Ethiopian citizens who are 

living in the states considered as settlers and lived by the will of state governments. According 

to Article 2 of The Benishangul National Regional State Constitution, only ethnic groups 

Bertha, Gumuz, Shinasha, Mao and Komo are the owner of the region but other nationalities 

and ethnic group living there have only acknowledged (The Revised Benishangul National 

Regional State Constitution 2002).  

In addition to this, in conforming to the 1995 federal constitution Article 46 No 2, state 

delimitation should be based on settlement patterns, language, consent of the people and 

identity.  

“States shall be delimited on the basis of the settlement patterns, language, identity and 

consent of the people concerned”  

                                                 (Federal Negaiit Gazeta - No. I 21" August 1995 - Page 17)  
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However, the people of Western Tigray including Mai-kadra and the surrounding area were not 

asked to be counted with Tigray or Amhara regional states. Rather, the peoples were simply 

acknowledged and counted under the Tigray regional state according to the 1992 annexation 

plan (William Davison, 2016). 

As it is described above, Mia-kadra and the surrounding areas were annexed and taken by 

TPLF even before the constitution authorized and this by itself can be the reason for the 

recurrent conflict between the two ethnic groups (Amhara and Tigray) in these areas.  

As it has briefly written in the research question, the main issue of this research is therefore not 

only to confirm who claimed what in the massacre but also to study the possible reason behind 

this bloody mass murder. Thus, I will check the stands of different Medias, human right groups, 

justice offices, religious institutions, and governmental and non-governmental institutions and 

even the federal and regional constitutions against the Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadran civilian 

massacre. 

 

3.Literature Review: 

As related material, I have read and presented three massacre stories from practices of three 

different countries. Therefore, according to documents, the massacre practices seen in these 

countries have been averted or twisted and wrongly reported to the international community. 

However, whether the reason was political affiliation, ethnic relationship, and religious bias or 

any other, what really happened in these three illustrative massacres (internal popular 

turbulence, genocide, ethnic cleansing, religious conflict…) were not reported as they were. 

Such type of public mass murder, public destruction and even genocide broadcastings may play 

a negative role on victim families and survivor’s moral. Sometimes such massacre stories or 
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genocide practices may trigger a revenge attack in survivors mind. On the other hand, proper 

reporting can contribute in learning from the massacre, to stop future revenges and mass 

murders, to disburse reasonable compensation for victims and to recommend equivalent 

punishment for criminals. Therefore in this short literature review, I will discuss the massacre 

misreporting from three testimonial countries Serbia, Rwanda and Turk. 

The reason why I preferred the massacres happened in these three exemplary countries is 

therefore, their similarities with the Nov 9, 2020 Mai-kadra incidence, because both were filled 

with conflicting information. Analogously, these examples can explain very well how Medias 

distort the reality of massacre or genocide took place somewhere in the world (for instance in 

Mai-kadra massacre) in to different conflicting narratives and mislead the international 

community. In addition to this, these can help me to understand and discuss on similar topics in 

my research and to transfer this in to concrete knowledge in my field.  

3.1 Kosovo Albanian Muslims (Religious-Muslim): 

 

“Every war starts with a media lie!”  Michel Collon -Belgian journalist.  

(Mahmuti 2015, p 84)                                                          

The Recak massacre in Kosovo (Serbia) was part of the war between the Kosovo Liberation 

Army (KLA) and the Serbian central government that has happened between February 1998 

and June 1999. This massacre was one of the mass killings that were loaded with contradicting 

narratives. Particularly, it was known in switching over mass killing with which each respective 

party wanted to transmit to the world. Because of this, the January 15, 1999 Recak killing and 

the story disseminated about it was completely different when it is heard from the Serbian 

central government side and from KLA (Kosovo) side as shown below.  

According to the Belgian journalist Michael Collen, there was no civilian massacre in Recak on 

January 15, 1999. The dead bodies seen over TV the next day were all KLA fighters who were 
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dead in the fight with Serbian central government forces on the same day but dressed as civilian 

and mutilated to make the incidence brutal by KLA fighters and aired on different Medias. This 

was to invite North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) against Serbian forces and to make 

the upcoming NATO’s strike politically legitimate (Mahmuti Bardhyl 2015).    

In line with, William Walker (head of the Kosovo Verification Mission) testimony, there were 

15 KLA fighter dead bodies from the January 15, 1999 fight between the KLA fighters and the 

Serbian security forces around Recak – Kosovo (Mahmuti Bardhyl 2015, p 87). This indicated 

that all the dead were KLA fighters and there were no any civilians exposed for death in the 

January 15, 1999 fight in Recak.  

For instance, according to William Walker the attack was real but the attacked group was not 

Recak civilians rather KLA fighters (Mahmuti Bardhyl 2015). On the other hand, based on 

journalist Pierre Hazan, though the killing was factual the massacred were Recak civilians not 

KLA fighters (Mahmuti Bardhyl 2015).  

In addition to this, The commander of the police action in Recak, the Serbian general Goran 

Radosavljevic Guri, on a TV show called Recak – the Lie and the Truth, explained the official 

position of the Serbian authorities, “The village Recak was a legitimate target, because there 

were no civilians there (Mahmuti Bardhyl 2015, p 86).  

Likewise, in the Mai-kadran massacre case the two blaming groups (Ethiopian federal 

government and TPLF along with their supporters) admitted the massacre but blaming each 

other in relation to the question ‘who did the attack?’ The main focus here is how these 

blaming groups or parties used Mai-kadran massacre report (information about it) for their own 

purpose. 

Moreover, according to official propaganda coming out of Belgrade, forty-five KLA terrorists 

had been killed during the battle between the Serbian police forces and KLA, and there were no 

Albanian civilians among them. After the withdrawal of Serbian forces, the terrorists had 



 
 

16 | P a g e  
 

entered Recak. They had gathered the bodies of the killed terrorists from all sides and lined 

them up in a gully to make it look like a mass execution, instead of people killed in fighting. To 

serve this end, they had stripped off the victims’ uniforms and dressed them in civilian clothes, 

while the bodies of the terrorists that they could not dress up were sent to Budakova where they 

were probably buried. In the meantime, the KLA terrorists mutilated the bodies to create the 

impression that there had been a massacre (Mahmuti Bardhyl 2015, p 92-93). 

 

However, journalist Pierre Hazan (a special reporter from Liberation in Kosovo) exposed the 

atrocities in his two articles titled “The Recak massacre” and “We Were Sure We Would All 

Die”. In these articles he approved the death of civilians including children and women in 

Recak (Mahmuti Bardhyl 2015, p 88-89).  

According to the above given testimonies about the Recak Muslim civilians massacre in 

Kosovo, the facts have enclosed under two contradicting narratives. That is, the KLA fighters 

and their supporters in one side and the Serbian central government forces on the other. Both 

the two sides did their best and dispatched opposing reports for one and the same incidence- 

Recak massacre just to convince the international community. This occurrence has showed us 

that how parties have shifted responsibility by twisting the story happened. Because of this, the 

accused Serbian central government in civilian massacre opposed the accusation and blamed 

back KLA fighters as the massacred were KLA fighters not Recak civilians. 

Similarly, the accused TPLF and its special and militia forces about Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadra 

massacre (about Amhara massacre), shifted the accusation and said that the mass murder was 

on Tigrayan civilians living in Mai-kadra town not on Amharas. In consequence, it (TPLF) 

blame back the accuser (Ethiopian central government and the general public in Mai-kadra 

town) simply not to be accountable.  
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For instance, according to Amhara residents of the town, their Tigrayan neighbors had turned 

on them as the fighting drew close. "Militiamen and police attacked us with guns, and civilians 

attacked us with machetes," said Misganaw Gebeyo, a 23-year-old Amhara farmhand now 

lying in a hospital bed. "The whole population is involved. They wanted to exterminate the 

Amharas," Misganaw added (Amnesty international, Amnesty International releases findings 

on Mai-Kadra massacre 2020). 

The town's newly-appointed administrator, a government loyalist called Fentahun Bihonegn, 

described the massacre as an act of attempted "genocide" against his fellow Amharas. "A brutal 

ethnic cleansing has been committed against the Amhara people," Fentahun said, describing the 

entire TPLF, whether leaders or members, as "criminals". "For me, I have witnessed the real 

hell here in Mai-Kadra," he said. (Amnesty international, Amnesty International releases 

findings on Mai-Kadra massacre 2020).  

On the other hand, a different story of the massacre can be found a short distance to the west, in 

the mushrooming refugee camps across the border in Sudan. "Ethiopian soldiers and Amhara 

militiamen entered the town and fired into the air and at residents," Marsem Gadi, a 29-year-old 

farmer who fled with thousands of other Tigrayans to the Um Raquba refugee camp, told AFP. 

"We run out of town to find safety. I saw men in civilian clothes attacking villagers with knives 

and axes," he said. "Corpses were lying in the streets." 

In strengthening this thought, TPLF leader Debretsion Gebremichael rejected suggestions that 

his forces were responsible for the massacre as "baseless" (Amnesty international, Amnesty 

International releases findings on Mai-Kadra massacre 2020). As AP described very well, 

TPLF leader Debretsion Gebremichael also blamed back the Ethiopian government force. 

Tigray regional state leader Debretsion Gebremichael blamed the ‘invading’ federal forces for 
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the killings and telling the AP that “We are not people who can commit this crime, ever” (AP, 

Shadewy Ethiopian massacre could be tip of the iceberg, 2020)  

 

 

3.2 Rwandan Tutsis (Ethnic): 

  
“In April 6, 1994, Western correspondents reported the initial burst of violence in 

the capital Kigali as resumption of bloody civil war (Kuperman 2003, p 1)”                       

Alan J. Kuperman (a MacArthur transnational security fellow at MIT's Center for International 

Studies and a fellow of the Institute for the Study of World Politics), wrote his commentary on 

July 1, 2003 (taken from The International Press Institute Report, No. 1, 2000), just to answer 

why don’t they know about the Rwandan genocide in time to stop it (Kuperman 2003). His 

Commentary “How the Media Missed Rwandan Genocide?” highlighted that exactly when the 

world heard about Rwandan genocide (Kuperman 2003).  

According to his commentary, the external world heard about Rwandan genocide very late on 

April 6, 1994. Because it was approved that hundreds thousands of Tutsis were killed many 

weeks before this date, (Kuperman 2003) as it was a bloody civil war between Hutu and the 

minority Tutsi ethnic groups of the country not as genocide.  

Even 20 years after the Rwandan genocide, on April 2014, the BBC broadcasted as the main 

victims of the massacre were Hutus.  

In April 2014, 20 years after the genocide of the Tutsis, the BBC broadcasted 

“Rwanda’s Untold Story,” a documentary which presented the conflict as a double 

genocide whose main victims were, in reality, Hutus (Ngoc 2020, p 1).
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The ad hoc tribunal created by the United Nations Security Council in 1994 “the International 

Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda- ICTR” interpreted the 1994 incidence in Rwanda and presented 

its first indictment by Richard Goldstone in 1995 and concluded that there was an internal 

armed conflict (Herman and Peterson 2014, p 24). In addition to this, the same thing has been 

repeated by the acting prime minister of Rwanda’s interim government from April, 1994 until 

he fled the country in July, “There was a non-international armed conflict in the territory of 

Rwanda” (Edward S. and David 2014, p 24). Even in the December 1999 indictment of Col. 

Theoneste Bagosora similar information has presented “a state of non-international conflict 

existed in Rwanda” (Herman and Peterson 2014, p 24). 

In other words, according to General Augustin Bizimungu (a colonel in the Forces Armies 

Rwanda (FAR) who was promoted to general the day after Habyarimana was killed), the 

genocide was being committed by rebel factions beyond his control (Zoe and Frank 2017).  

In general, as it has discussed above, even if the April 1994 Rwandan incidence has given 

unusual names like, bloody civil war, internal conflict, and non-international armed conflict 

and like the victims were Hutus, the reality was totally different. The United Nations 

Peacekeeping Force Commander in Rwanda during Rwandan massacre, General Romeo 

Dallaire confirmed that it was genocide and the victims were minority Tutsis (Zoe and Frank 

2017). 

In relation to Rwandan Tutsi genocide and as it is stated above, there are still many who didn’t 

believe that Tutsi’s were massacred in Rwanda in 1994. As the saying goes “First impression is 

last impression”, what the Media reported at the beginning of the war in Rwanda in 1994 taken 

as the reality of the situation of the time even now. However, as the world recognized later, the 

report disclosed by different Media sources were wrong. Because of this, the information like 

the war was internal conflict, it was popular unrest not genocide or the massacred were Hutus 
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not Tutsis were proven incorrect. Rather the word accepted it as genocide on Rwandan Tutsi’s 

by Hutu’s.  

Likewise, at the beginning, Amharas were believed massacred in the Mai-kadra mass murder 

which Deprose Muchena (Amnesty international’s director for East and South Africa) named 

‘A horrific tragedy’ (Amnesty International, Investigation reveals evidence that scores of 

civilians were killed in massacre in Tigray state, 2020).   However, additional developments 

acknowledged that it was Tigrayans not Amharas who were massacred. (Associated Press, I 

would never go back Horrors grow in Ethiopia’s conflict, 2020). 

Because of this, supporters of both narratives blamed each other and tried to shift responsibility 

to one another. There by, they thought that, they will be free from accountability on the 

upcoming liability, if any. Thus, these information sources left the two claimed conflicting 

narratives about the Mai-kadra massacre sustained as they were yet. 

In addition to this, based on Zoe Lowery and Frank Spalding explanation in their book (The 

Rwandan genocide, 2017), ethnic identification card issued in Rwanda divides the people in to 

Hutu, Tutsi and Twa, therefore there was no any possibility for a Tutsi to be a Hutu and vise 

versa (Zoe Lowery and Frank Spalding, 2017).  

According to Zoe and Frank, the consequence confirmed that, this identification card made the 

killing easy and fast in the Tutsi massacre in 1994 (Zoe Lowery and Frank Spalding, 2017). 

Exactly similar situation was happened in Mai- kadra too, after the 1994 new constitution of 

Ethiopia, the law required that every citizen must carry an identification card on which the 

name of respective ethnic group has written. This was the one that made the attack in Mai-

kadra fast and effective within hours of a day (TPLF behind mass massacre in Ethiopia’s Mai-

kadra town. Police, Attorney General, 2020).  
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3.3 Turk/ Armenian Christians: 

    
“Punishing the whole for the perceived disloyalty of a few”  “Collective 

punishment on the mass scale”  

Thomas de Waal, a historian with the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace 

According to de Waal, Armenian massacre was a revenge attack by Ottoman Turks on the 

whole Armenian Christians for the Armenian revolutionaries and rebel’s intended to 

collaborate with Russian forces (The New York Times, A Century after Armenian Genocide, 

Turkeys Denial only deepens, 2015). However from the Turks side, the Armenian massacre that 

began in 1915 (during First World War- WWI) was still considered as not deliberately planned, 

rather it was a war time tragedy, abundance of other peoples were also died (Arango Tim 

2015).    

On the other hand, as the German military attaché in Constantinople pronounced the mass 

murder was intentionally designed to wipe out the whole Armenian Christians not only in 

Turkey but also outside of Turkey.  

The Armenian genocide of 1915 – 16 was planned, implemented, and executed by the 

dominant political group in Turkey’s Ottoman Empire, the Committee of Union and 

Progress (cup, Ittihadist Party), or simply the Unionists or Young Turks … in 1918 the 

Turkish government . . . wishes to destroy all Armenians, not solely in Turkey but also 

outside of Turkey (Harry D. Harootunian  2019- p 2).
 
 

As Stanton’s phases of genocide, Armenians were classified in different groups and executed 

separately.   In the first phase, Armenians were gathered and sent in caravans to the Syrian 

Desert, the Black Sea or to neighboring countries. Next, on the first or second day, men who 

were approximately 10 years or older and were therefore often separated from the group and 

http://www.nytimes.com/by/tim-arango
http://www.nytimes.com/by/tim-arango
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executed out of sight of their villages. The rest of the group, particularly children, women and 

the elderly, were forced to march on without shelter, food or water (Holslag Anthonie, 2018).  

   

The different narratives about Armenian massacre dispatched for one and the same incidence 

before a hundred years is continuing as the cause of disagreement between the responsible 

government in Turkey and ancestors of the massacred Armenian Christians who defend the 

tragedy with factual truths even today.  

Similarly, based on the available documents, one of the supposed reasons of the Nov.9, 2020 

massacre in Mai-kadra town was deception.  That means the Tigray special or militia forces 

and the Samri young group members were thinking that ENDF got information about Mai-

kadra town from Amhara civilians living there and they believe that these Amharas were the 

main cause of TPLF’s defeat in the area (Amnesty International: Investigation reveals evidence 

that Scores of Civilians were killed in massacre Tigray state, 2020). Because of this reason, the 

Samri group members with the help of Tigray special and militia forces attacked the entire 

Amhara civilians living in the town for the deception few Amharas did (Samri members 

believe) during the ENDF law enforcement operation (Ethiopian Human Rights Commission: 

Rapid Investigation into Grave Human Rights Violation in Mai kadra Preliminary Findings, 

2020).  

In relation to this, the newly appointed Mai-kadra town administrator, Fantahun Bihonegn 

described the attack as ‘attempted genocide’ against the Amharas living in the town, because 

the attack was on all Amharas identified as Amhara on their identification card. In addition to 

this he believed that a ‘brutal ethnic cleansing’ has been committed against the Amhara people 

(Amnesty International releases findings on Mai-kadra massacre, 2020). 

Therefore, like all Armenian Christians attacked by Turks for the help few Armenians gave 

(Turks believe) to Russians, the whole Amharas living in Mai-kadra town were also targeted 

and massacred for the information they delivered to the ENDF (Samri group believe this) 
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during the law enforcement operation.  After the attack, the Ethiopian government and the 

Tigray administration have filled the vacuum with propaganda and each side seized on the 

killings in Mai-kadra to support its cause (Associated Press, Shadowy Ethiopian massacre 

could be ‘tip of the iceberg’, 2020).  

To conclude the literature review part, as it has been seen from the examples above, because of 

many different reasons, conflicting or directly opposing information has been dispatching up to 

now. Reasons that force individuals/groups/governments/ fighters to broadcast opposing 

narratives may be political or personal interests or as it is stated in Kosovo case may be to 

invite some external force to the already started war arena. On the other hand, such techniques 

may be used to protect self from the upcoming expected blame and to push all war crimes to 

the opposing group. Or as in the case of Turks (Armenian Christians genocide) it may be to 

deny everything and write and dispatch own history that has an influence to brain wash the 

international community and took the genocide as a war time tragedy (Taner Akcam, 2018, p 

2).  

In the same way, what has been observed about Mai-kadra massacre (after the Nov. 9, 2020 

mass killing) from different Medias sources and human right organizations was analogous to 

the above traced three testimonies. Be it for political, economic, personal, ethnic or any other 

reasons, the two Mai-kadra massacre opposing narratives have already switched to fulfill the 

interests of different groups. However, at least for the sake of survivors, victims and victim 

family’s moral, to make criminals legally accountable, to learn from the incidence and to 

compensate the life and material loss, proper and detailed studies and analysis has to be made 

and the report has to be corrected and presented in an acceptable manner. This research is 

therefore, one way of analyzing and reporting the Mai-kadra massacre just to provide relatively 

data based discussion, analysis and results to the survivors, victims and victims’ families and 

‘To Whom It May Concern’ at large.  
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4.Theoretical Framework   

“A man may fail many times but he isn’t a failure until he begins to blame somebody else”. 

 

                                                                                  (Roulet and Pichler, 2020 p 2)  
 
 

It is always important to make the research reliable and acceptable by the readers. And this may 

not be only on the materials and evidences we have or may not be only on the interviewees and 

the physical observations we made but also with how we frame the research with the already 

proven scientific theory too.  Therefore, the aim of this chapter is to back the research analysis 

with a well studied and proven theory and to structure the whole body as strong, consistent and 

compatible with the already certified theory. In this regard, I am using Roulet and Pichler’s 

‘Blame Game Theory’ as relatively meaningful to give reasoning and analyze source 

documents against the two opposing narratives of this research.  

Blame game is defined in Cambridge Dictionary as it is a situation in  

which people try to blame each other for something bad that has happened (Roulet and Pichler 

2020, p 2). But Roulet and Pichler, theorize blame game as sequences of discursive strategies 

aimed at deflecting blame, through which organizations and their members respond to 

accusations of misconduct (Roulet and Pichler 2020, p 3).  

In general blame game theory is a combination of two theories: scapegoat theory and whistle 

blowing theory which acts as two sides of the same coin (Roulet and Pichler 2020, p 3). 

Scapegoat theory represents the response of the accused organization on the accuser or on 

somebody else in the organization (deflecting the blame), whereas whistle blowing theory 

comprises the reactions of the accused organization members in favor or against their 

organization (Roulet and Pichler 2020).    

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/situation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/try
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/blame
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bad
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/happen
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Of course, according to Roulet and Pichler, it is mostly common for organizations to blame 

others for the accusation pointed at them. Especially, if the misconduct happened is 

ambiguous/not clear to show the line between right and wrong, it could give the chance for the 

accused party to bounce the blame back (Roulet and Pichler 2020).  

Accordingly, when social conflicts and disagreements are ambiguous then it can create place to 

make blames between and among different groups. This can be because of different discourses 

and respective responses made between accusing groups to shift blames by assigning 

responsibility to others.  That means, if the line between what is right and wrong is blurry, then 

the situation can be manipulated by respective groups. Due to this, it is real that even the 

external community will make possible conclusions about who is responsible for the 

misconduct executed based on the information at hand.  

On the other hand, the accused organization therefore has both the incentive and opportunity to 

try to influence audiences’ by evaluation of the situation. That is to say, the ambiguity of the 

situation creates the potential for a strategic response by the accused actor(s) which can include 

blame back on accusers (Roulet and Pichler, 2020).   

In some situations, it may not only the organization but members of the organization have also 

share the risk that their organization took because of misconduct.  In such regard, by judging 

the upcoming risk and accountability, both the accused organization and its members will 

decide to support or blame each other. This is what Roulet and Pichler called blame game 

strategy (Roulet and Pichler, 2020).   

For that reason, this research is therefore about social organizations misconduct that caused 

social conflict between different ethnic groups in the society and has created very huge social 

destructions in ‘Western Tigray’ in general and in Mai-kadra town in particular. The 

destruction was enormous that resulted for hundreds to death, tenths of thousands to flee to 

neighboring Sudan and even more than that number to be homeless and economically 
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dependent internally. Due to this problem, the mental health condition of the people who are 

living there, anxiety, depression and helplessness feelings are even larger (A Reuters special 

report: How ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021). That means the 

accountability will be massive.  Because of this, actors of Mai kadra massacre chose to shift the 

risks of upcoming accountability to one another and blamed to each other (Roulet and Pichler, 

2020).  

Because of ethnic or religious bias, media influence, political agitation or other special interest, 

it was very difficult for audiences to boldly line what was right and wrong about the Mai-kadra 

massacre. Moreover, since the massacre was mostly happened during the night, it was unlikely 

to clearly decide what has happened and who exactly was behind the Nov 9. 2020 massacre in 

Mai-kadra. Because of this, the data summarized have fallen in to two contradictory narratives. 

As a result, both actors preferred to stand against the reported opposing narratives of the 

massacre. That means massacre participants blamed each other. Because of this, as Roulet and 

Pichler used blame game theory for similar problems in organizations between the 

management/ its members and accusers, blame game theory can well frame the general analysis 

of blaming actors (ENDF and the Amhara special and Fano forces, TPLF and Tigrayan special 

and militia forces and Samri youth groups) of this research and the related discourse of 

conflicting narratives of the research.  

In Roulet and Pichler’s blame game theory, as the ambiguity of the misconduct gave chance for 

the management and accusing bodies to respond differently, the difficulty of assigning 

responsibility in the Mai kadra massacre also gave chance for participants of the massacre to be 

far away from accountability and simply to blame each other. 
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5.Material and Method: 

The research is conducted on part of the ongoing struggle between the Ethiopian National 

Defense Force (ENDF) and the Tigray regional government special and militia forces, 

particularly on the incidents (massacre) happened on Nov. 9, 2020 at Mai-kadra town. Based 

on information sources, immediately after the town has fallen by the ENDF and after the fight 

was over in and around Mai-kadra on Nov.10, 2020, (Amnesty International, Investigatio 

reveals evidence that scores of civilians were killed in massacre in Tigray state, 2020) many 

horrible stories have heard. But mainly two directly opposite narratives filled the air. These 

conflicting narratives were the one that ignited me to make a research about what and why has 

happened on Nov. 9, 2020.  

As we all know there are no two truths from one incidence and if such conflicting news 

couldn’t be cleared immediately or latter, it will create psychological disorder and public 

disobedience as it has been seen in Rwanda. In Rwanda 1994, though victims and some 

responsible bodies were reporting that genocide has happened, the International Community 

was thinking as it was civil conflict (Alan J. Kuperman, 2000)
 
in one side and the massacred 

were Hutus on the other (Laetitia Tran Ngoc, 2020).  

The same is true for the Mai-kadran massacre too, the first information exposed was ethnic 

Amharas were massacred by ethnic Tigryans, but the second was the reverse. Therefore, such 

reports and assumptions are like double genocide (Laetitia Tran Ngoc, 2020) for the victims 

and have to be cleared as fast as possible. 

5.1 Material 
 

Research materials are the vital parts of the study, because they are the root documents on 

which the research and its results rested on. Therefore, the researcher has to collect enough and 
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inclusive materials that can have the capacity to answer the research questions and can solve 

the research problems. 

As a research material, I have used reports from four Human Right Organizations: three reports 

(16 pages) from Ethiopian Human Right Commission, one report (4 pages) from Ethiopian 

Human Right Council, two reports (5 pages) from Amnesty International and one report (5 

pages) from Human Rights Watch. Moreover I have used four different media sources: two 

articles from Associated Press (12 pages), two from Reuters (27 pages), and two from 

Aljazeera (8 pages) and one from The New Humanitarian (6 pages).   

These reports and articles were gathered by using online searching technique and selected as 

specific research material because of their content, which means they were focusing on the 

Mai-kadran mass murder that happened on Nov. 9, 2020.  Additionally, these sources have 

tried to include voices from the horse’s mouth (from survivors) by using telephone 

communication. Moreover, most of these sources had a trip to Mai-kadra or the neighboring 

Sudan and interviewed survivors and victim families in person to make their report reliable. 

Few sources (one from The Washington post, one from France 24, one from Voice of America 

and 6 minutes video report from DW news) were bypassed, because their original sources were 

the already used once.  I have used reasonable number of sources published during and after the 

Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadran massacre.  

In addition to these materials, government sources like the Ethiopian Attorney General and the 

Federal Police joint reports about the Nov. 9, 2020 mass murder in Mai-kadra town (46 minutes 

of video report), the Ethiopian Federal Constitution and Regional constitutions are also used to 

further clarify the fundamental reasons of the massacre. As it was stated in the introduction 

part, the Ethiopian ethno-linguistic federal system and respective constitutions have raised 

many prolonged and still unsolved problems among different ethnic groups throughout the 

country. 
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According to the sources which I already collected, there were two different narratives that 

have heard after the massacre has happened. Generally, these narratives were opposing to each 

other:  

1. The Tigray regional government affiliated youths (Samri) supported by the regional 

special and militia forces massacred the ethnic Amhara civilians who are living in 

Mai-kadra on Nov. 9, 2020 and  

2. The Amhara special force and informal militia groups (Fano) backed by the 

Ethiopian National Defense Force massacred Tigrayan civilians living in Mai kadra 

town on Nov. 9, 2020.  

All the textual data used for analysis purpose are public files; that means anybody can search 

them from internet. I have tried my best to use the most credible sources for my research and 

all sources used have good names nationally and internationally, I believe.   

 

5.2 Method 

  
Technically this research hasn’t used sophisticated formulas and large numbers, most research

1
 

materials used are also secondary data that are based on respondent’s response, therefore 

                                     
1 Due to Covid-19 pandemic Uppsala University set a new policy particularly for students 

who want to go and do their research abroad and restricted to give support letters too. 

Therefore, though my first plan was to go to Ethiopia and take interviews in person with 

different groups, survivors, eye witnesses, victims and victim families and responsible 

government officers and religious and community elders, I couldn’t do that because of the 

University’s new regulation. Moreover, due to the sensitiveness of the topic, I couldn’t get 

permission from the University again to do interview through telephone or related 

technologies. Therefore, this research analysis is totally based only on secondary data.  
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qualitative research approach with thematic analysis in particular is more relevant than other 

approaches (Nowell, Norris, White & Moules 2017,). Since the reports in both thoughts were 

based on individual opinions, interviews and witnesses, I can say it is, in general, 

epistemological research in qualitative approach and thematic analyzing method can fit for the 

study. It is a method for identifying, analyzing, organizing, describing, and reporting themes 

found within a data set, (Nowell, Norris, White & Moules 2017). 

Therefore, I first downloaded all the necessary textual sources that includes, sources like texts, 

audios, videos, blogs, posts and I read and heard all the materials. (O’ Leary, 2017, p 496). 

Then I took out words, sentences, ideas and quotes from each and every material that has 

importance to the research and I gave unique numbers/codes for each idea just to build themes. 

(Nowell, Norris, White & Moules 2017, p 6). After that, I further relate ideas/words/sentences 

(depicted by numbers/codes) that have similar massages in one group and formed themes 

(thematic form) as shown in table 1 below. By the way, one source may be grouped in different 

thematic forms according to its various ideas or useful point’s (Nowell, Norris, White, Moules, 

2017 p 8). 

 

Table 1: 

 THEMES IDEAS 

1 Ground work 

(preparation) 
 Frustrating others (Samri youths with special and miitia 

forces) 

 Psychological readiness for the killing 

 Making killing materials  

 Door to door searching of Amhara houses for Sudanese 

SIM 

 Ethnic based selection and registration of 

Amharas/Tigrayans  
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Table 1 showed themes analyzed and related ideas extracted from the secondary sources 

collected. 

 

 Deliberate closing of escaping outlets from the town  

2 Attacking tool  Knives 

 Axes 

 Machetes 

 Bullets 

 Hatchets 

 Batons/sticks 

 Ropes 

3 Action  The killing began at 11 am, but some areas at 3 pm (Ginb 

Sefer) 

 Checking ID cards whether Amhara/Tigrayan or not 

 Confirming by using Tigrigna language 

 Direct individual or collecting mass killing 

 Frustrating challenging women as “Tomorrow will be your 

tern” 

 Forcefully displacing 

4 Destruction  Burning of houses 

 Looting victims property 

 Burning of dead bodies (cultural destruction) 

5 Reasons  Unexpected defeat in the fight by ENDF  

 Economic 

 Ethnic 

 History 

 Geography 

 Both Federal and regional Constitutions 

 EPRDF’s Ideology- Revolutionary Democracy 

5 Responsibility  Samri youths accompanied by Tigrayan special and militia 

forces are responsible for Amhara civilians massacre 

 Amhara special and militia forces (Fanos) backed by 

ENDF are responsible for the Tigrayan civilians massacre   

6 The place  Mai kadra, located in North west of Ethiopia near to 

Sudanese boarder 

 It was very difficult to get information from the area 

7 The time  November 9, 2020 

 Mai kadra was under the control of TPLF 



 
 

32 | P a g e  
 

At this stage, I will have a good idea of the different themes, how they fit together, and the 

overall story they tell about the data. Testing the referential adequacy has to be accomplished 

by returning to the raw data and comparing it to the developed themes to make sure that all 

conclusions are firmly grounded in the data (Nowell, Norris, White, Moules, 2017 p 10). 

At the end, I will determine what aspect of the data each theme captures and identify what is of 

interest about them and why. For each individual theme, I need to conduct and write a detailed 

analysis, identifying the story that each theme tells and writing the end report on the subject 

matter (Nowell, Norris, White, Moules, 2017 p 10).  

However, what is vividly important here is the process of data collection, coding, organizing, 

and analysis is described in sufficient details to enable the reader to judge whether the final 

outcome is rooted in the data generated (Nowell, Norris, White, Moules, 2017 p 8).  

By doing this, I can definitely answer the “What” part of the research question successfully but 

the “Why” part and the claimed reason(s) of the massacre may need some additional materials, 

like “The Federal and Regional Constitutions of Ethiopia” which I believe is capable and can 

give several but important clues to answer the ‘why’ part of the research question. Therefore, I 

will analyze these materials (themes) and check the possible results about the Why part of those 

conflicting narratives. 

Finally, to strengthen my thematic analysis, I will raise some additional questions on my textual 

documents (like interviewing participants) against the two conflicting thoughts and make my 

study more reliable.  Such techniques are common when the researcher is working on 

secondary data and there aren’t interview participants to extract and generate additional 

information which are very important for the analysis (O’Leary Zina, 2017).   

  

6. Limitation: 
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This study is taken on part of the ongoing struggle in the North West of Ethiopia that means it 

is still fresh; therefore some updates that have power to change the results and conclusion of the 

research may come in the near future; because of this it is better to state its limitation now. 

Therefore, the study is limited up to the materials used for the study and up to the time the 

study is submitted.  

Moreover, though the law enforcement operation have covered a large geographical area and 

there were many mass murder and killing stories in many different places, this research is 

limited to the massacre taken over on Nov. 9, 2020 in Mai-kadra town.  

As it is stated above, I analyzed the secondary data available against the two conflicting 

thoughts of the Mai-kadra mass murder, therefore the thematic core points and challenges on 

the opposing thoughts are limited to up to the strength of these secondary data. 

It is obvious that secondary data are the reports, out puts and/or the results of other individuals 

or organizations, because of this, there may not be ready made and complete evidences and all 

rounded information for what I am trying to find out. In this respect bypassed, jumped or 

generally unasked questions, time or action gaps and others can be traced. Therefore, the 

analysis is up to the detailed information of the text and video source materials collected. That 

means there was no some other information source (like interview for example) that can fill the 

gap created by the deficiency of the collected materials (if any).  

 

7. Ethical considerations:   

All the main materials used here for analysis purpose were public documents and there was no 

any restriction on use of them and/or no need to ask special permission to use any of the 
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research materials. Therefore, it is not necessary to prepare any type of ethical document in 

relation to the research materials.  

However, as a researcher, I think it is better to describe my stand in relation to the research. My 

interest is therefore, to find out what and why the massacred has happened based on the 

materials I collected and by using few related documents. 

      8. Case chapter:  

What happened?  

This chapter presents an overview of the two narratives and the respective arguments provided 

on the incident of   Nov. 9, 2020 in Mai-kadra. Though there are generally two conflicting 

narratives about the massacre, all reports agree on the fact that the incident was crime against 

humanity. Mai-kadra massacre resulted to the death of hundreds, a great number of causalities 

and thousands of residents to flee to the neighboring Sudan. Therefore, in this chapter, I will 

present the two conflicting narratives and the evidences and arguments provided by each and 

every source.  

8.1 Detailed stories of the case: 
 

The Ethiopian political system has been mainly structured on ethno-linguistic based federal 

system since the Tigray People Liberation Front (TPLF) led coalition (Ethiopian People’s 

Revolutionary Democratic Front- EPRDF) assumed power in 1991. Since then, there were 

ethnic based tensions, targeted killings and conflicts in different parts of the country 

particularly in the South and Oromia regions.  Especially after the 2015 general election of the 

country and the TPLF led coalition (EPRDF) assumed 100% win in Ethiopian parliament seats, 

competent political parties and the people of Ethiopia gave up their ambitions for democratic 

elections and the possibility of power transfer through election. Due to this fact, most 

opposition political parties chose to implement other strategies including   mass mobilization 
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and continuous public demonstrations against the coalition, EPRDF. The public demonstrations 

in Oromiya and Amhara regions were violent and life taking, however they were coordinated in 

their actions. As EPRDF continued crashing the uprising, youths in other regions of the country 

were joining the already started demonstration as a new driving force. This conflict between 

EPRDF and the people of Ethiopia has continued and forced Prime Minster Hailemariam 

Desalegn to resign from his position in February 2018.  Following this, the TPLF led EPRDF 

obliged to transfer power to the representative of one of member of the coalition, Oromo 

Peoples Democratic Organization (OPDO) in 2018 (Worku and Ephrem, 2020).  

The new and recent political reform in Ethiopia that commenced from April 2018 brought a 

new face, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, as leader of the coalition EPRDF. As per the usual working system, 

it was automatic that the leader of EPRDF to be the Prime Minster of the country, therefore Dr. 

Abiy became to this highest position (Worku and Ephrem, 2020). 

Because of this, Tigray People Liberation Front (TPLF), which was the vanguard political 

organization within the coalition EPRDF since 1991, finished its journey as the most powerful 

political entity. Since April 25, 2020 where the new government led by Prime Minster Abiy 

Ahmed came to power, top TPLF military, security and political leaders retreated to Mekele 

(the regional capital of Tigray) and turned to a staunch opponent of the new Prime Minster and 

his reform agendas.  Due to this, the communication and cooperation between the central 

federal government and the Tigray regional government became rough (Reuters Special 

Report: How ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021 p 6). Few of the reasons 

were, TPLF considered the central federal government as unitary and do not want to exercise 

the federal system in the country. The central government also blamed TPLF in conducting 

unilateral regional election which is illegal according to the Ethiopian constitution.  Moreover, 

TPLF was also blamed in the avert it made on some changes taken by central federal 
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government in the Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) stationed in Tigray region and 

with the disrespect it showed for the central federal government.  

In consequence, on 03 Nov. 2020 the Tigray regional special and militia forces attacked the 

North Command of the Ethiopian National Defense Force that was stationed in different places 

in Tigray.  This in turn forced ENDF to begin the law enforcement operation against the Tigray 

regional forces on Nov. 4, 2020, (Human Rights Watch: Uncovering crimes committed in 

Ethiopia’s Tigray region, 2020 and Aljazeera: At least 600 killed in Mai Kadra massacre, 

2020).  

Then after, the ENDF along with the Amhara special and militia forces fought back and 

defeated the Tigray Militia and Special Forces and reached closer to a town called Mai-kadra 

on Nov. 9, 2020 (Amnesty International: Investigation reveals evidence that scores of civilians 

were killed in Massacre in Tigray state, 2020).     

Based on reports and eye witnesses (one day before the ENDF controlled Mai-kadra on Nov. 

10, 2020), hundreds of civilians were massacred, thousands injured and many thousands fled to 

the neighboring Sudan. As many reports clearly agreed (including Amnesty International and 

Ethiopian Human Rights Commission), the killing was pre-planned and primitive, committed  

in the most  brutal way using  materials like knife, machetes, hatchets, sticks and axes. In fact 

bullets were also used but only for victims who tried to run and escape the massacre (Police, 

Attorney General: TPLF behind mass massacre in Ethiopia’s Mai kadra town, 2020). Based on 

reports, there are discrepancies on the total number of death from the Mai-kadra incident. Most 

reports agreed that, there were a minimum of 600 innocent civilians massacred within a single 

day on Nov. 9, 2020 (Aljazeera: At least 600 killed in Mai kadra massacre, 2020). 

The other contradicting narrative on the Mai-Karda incident of Nov. 9, 2020 was on the 

question of “who committed this atrocity”.  Exploring the different narratives and discourses on 
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this question is also the main motivation of writing this thesis.  As I indicated in the 

introduction part of this chapter, there are two major but contradicting narratives.   

On 10 Nov. 2020 (one day after the massacre), when the ENDF and the Amhara special forces 

controlled Mai-Karda, it is reported that several dead bodies have been discovered strewn over 

different parts of the town. A number of casualties were taken to hospitals. Thousands 

including elders’, women and children fled to Sudan.  However, international Medias, human 

right organizations and governmental and nongovernmental institutions were busy with two but 

contradicting information, which were Tigrian forces attacked Amharas and Amhara forces 

attacked Tigrians. The following descriptions of the case are therefore, diverse opinions of 

sources about who did what and how? Exceptionally, some sources have tried to express the 

root causes of the conflict too. 

8.2 What claims have been made about the Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadra 

massacre?   

  
Narrative one: The Tigray region government affiliated youths (Samri) supported by Tigray 

region special and militia forces attacked Amhara civilians living in Mai-kadra. 

8.2.1 Human Right Organizations 

8.2.1.1 Amnesty International: 

  
On the 12

th
 of Nov. 2020, Amnesty International broke the news that hundreds of Ethnic 

Amhara civilians who have no any connection with the ongoing law enforcement operation in 

Tigray region were massacred in Mai-kadra town on Nov. 9, 2020. Based on the satellite 

images and videos and witnesses (who were providing food and other supplies to the ENDF), 

the mass killing was on Amhara workers who were residents in Mai-kadra.  
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“We have confirmed the massacre of a very large number of civilians, who appear to 

have been day laborers in no way involved in the ongoing military offensive. This is a 

horrific tragedy whose true extent only time will tell as communication in Tigray 

remains shut down.” Said Deprose Muchena, Amnesty International’s Director for East 

and Southern Africa….Amnesty International has not yet been able to confirm who was 

responsible for the killings, but has spoken to witnesses who said forces loyal to the 

Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) were responsible for the mass killings, 

apparently after they suffered defeat from the federal ENDF forces. Three people told 

Amnesty International that survivors of the massacre told them that they were attacked 

by members of Tigray Special Police Force and other TPLF members (Amnesty 

International: Investigation reveals evidence that scores of civilians were killed in 

Massacre in Tigray state. 2020, p 1-2). 

Ethiopian Human Right Commission (EHRC) and Ethiopian Human Right Council (EHRCO):  

Similarly according to their respective research groups, the Ethiopian Human Right 

Commission (EHRC) and Ethiopian Human Right Council (EHRCO) acknowledged that on 

Nov. 9 2020, the Tigray regional government affiliated youths “Samri” (who came from the 

village Samri of Mai-Kadra town), accompanied by the Tigray region special forces, militias 

and the local civil police carried out the massacre (Ethiopian Human Right Commission: Rapid 

Investigation into Grave Human Rights Violation in Mai kadra Preliminary finding  2020 and 

Ethiopian Human Right Council: Preliminary Investigation Report on Major Human Rights 

Violations in and around Maikadra 2020). 

 

8.2.1.2 Ethiopian Human Right Commission (EHRC) 
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As per EHRC’s report, special expert team traveled to the area between 14-19 Nov. 2020, and 

gathered necessary information from eye witnesses, victims, victim families, survivors, first 

respondents, military personnel and various other individuals. Based on sources, many seasonal 

workers (working for large sesame and millet farms) who came from different parts of the 

Amhara region and from other regions of the country too, were living in Mai-kadra in groups of 

up to 12 workers sharing a single house (Ethiopian Human Right Commission, 2020).  

Following the findings, the Tigray regional government affiliate Samri with the help of local 

police and the Tigray special and militia forces selectively registered ethnic Amharas and 

Wolkayts (it is the name given for native Amharas in the area) and made ready them for their 

upcoming massacre (Ethiopian Human Right Commission, 2020).   

On November 9, 2020, around 3:00 P.M., the local police, militia and the informal 

Tigray youth group called “Samri” returned to “Genb Sefer” where the majority of 

people of Amhara ethnic origin live and began the attack against civilians. …. Members 

of Samri, with the help of the local police and militia, moving from house to house and 

from street to street, began a cruel and atrocious rampage on people they pre-identified 

as Amharas and Wolkaits. They killed hundreds of people, beating them with 

batons/sticks, stabbing them with knives, machetes and hatchets and strangling them 

with ropes. They also looted and destroyed properties (Ethiopian Human Right 

Commission, 2020 p 1-2) 

8.2.1.3 Ethiopian Human Right Council (EHRCO) 
 

The Ethiopian Human Right Council in its part sent investigative group to Mai-kadra and the 

surrounding areas from Dec. 3-11, 2020 to make an investigation on the potential humanitarian 

disaster happened during the federal government law enforcement operation on the Tigray 
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region. The investigative group contacted survivors, victims and eye witnesses about the 

massacre in general. 

In accordance with EHRCO findings, ethnic Amhara workers who the Tigrian called them 

“Donkey” and living in groups in Mai-kadra was the one exposed for the attack (Ethiopian 

Human Right Council, 2020). Likewise, as it was stated on EHRC’s finding, these Amhara 

workers were carefully chosen and prepared for the killing.  

Victims said that, on November 9, 2020 police and Special Forces, as well as Tigrayan youths 

(mostly coming from the Samri neighborhood) ordered no one to leave their homes. EHRCO’s 

investigating group testified that the young people (Samri) started singing and dancing in large 

numbers in different parts of the city to make themselves morally ready for the killing. 

Tigrayan forces were looking for Identification cards and were speaking victims in Tigrigna 

language just to identify whether they are Amharas or not to begin the attack. Though, the 

killing in the area known as Gimb Sefer (where most Amharas located) began from 3:00 pm, in 

other places it started as early as 11:00 am.  

According to victims, each youth group was supported by armed members of the Tigray special 

and the militia forces.  Enormous amount of property was destroyed and looted, and many 

people left their homes and displaced to other parts of the country, and crossed the country’s 

border into Sudan (Ethiopian Human Right Council 2020, p 2-3).  

8.2.1.4 Human Rights Watch 
 

Instantly after the conflict between Ethiopian National Defense Force and the Tigray regional 

forces broke out on Nov. 4, 2020, a research group (that includes Laetitia Bader, Human Rights 

Watch’s Horn Africa Director) have traveled to the Sudan to talk with thousands of Ethiopian 

refugees who sheltered there about the humanitarian disruptions and the killing that has 

happened in Mai-kadra and the surrounding. Most of their interviews have taken in the remote, 
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arid, and sprawling Um Raquba camp (Human Rights Watch; Uncovering crimes committed in 

Ethiopia’s Tigray region, 2020). Therefore, based on findings, several refugees confirmed that 

especially in the town of Mai-kadra hundreds of civilians were massacred who were both from 

the Amhara and the Tigray ethnic groups. 

“In the town of Mai-Kadra, a number of refugees reported seeing hundreds of dead 

bodies which had been shot, stabbed, or hacked with knives, machetes, and axes, 

including those of ethnic Amharas but also of Tigrayans” (Human Rights Watch; 

Uncovering crimes committed in Ethiopia’s Tigray region, 2020. P 2). 

8.2.2 Ethiopian Attorney General and Federal Police 
 

The Ethiopian Attorney General and Federal Police joint report was a video format presented as 

a news brief for journalists and interested individuals on Jan. 30 2021. According to the video 

report, the research group went to Mai-kadra, opened each and every expected mass graves that 

were reported with other researchers, recounted the dead bodies they found there again, 

interviewed victims, victims’ families, eye witnesses and survivors too (Police, Attorney 

General: TPLF behind mass massacre in Ethiopia’s Mai kadra town, 2020; video- 29,29-

31,22).”  

Their conclusion uncovers that almost all the massacred were men, young civilian workers and 

were 98-99% Amharas attacked by Tigrian ‘Samris together with local police, armed groups 

(who wore the Tigray special force uniforms) and militias (Police, Attorney General: TPLF 

behind mass massacre in Ethiopia’s Mai kadra town, 2020; video- 32, 27-54’’). The massacre 

was carefully planned and coordinated. Victims were registered in the killer’s dead list mostly 

based on their ethnic identity before the attack (Police, Attorney General: TPLF behind mass 

massacre in Ethiopia’s Mai kadra town, 2020; video- 24, 42-48’’). As it was indicated in other 

findings above, the massacre was carried out brutally with machete, knife Axes….Though, the 
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exact number of deaths will be disclosed in the future (when it is ready by health personnel 

research group members), but it was fewer than from what was reported by other researchers 

(Police, Attorney General: TPLF behind mass massacre in Ethiopia’s Mai kadra town, 2020; 

video- 31, 33-50).” 

 

 

 

8.2.3 Different Medias 
 

8.2.3.1 Aljazeera 

  
Aljazeera as a news source reported about communication systems in Tigray region. Its internal 

(from Ethiopia) source was totally based on reports from human right organizations like The 

Amnesty international and the Ethiopian Human right commission (Aljazeera: At least 600 

killed in Mai kadra massacre, 2020). Thus, Aljazeera confirmed that the massacre in Mai-kadra 

on Nov. 9 2020 was well planned days before the attack. Victims (Amharas and Wolkaytes) 

were selected by their identity cards door to door and savagely killed by sticks, knives, 

machetes, hatchets, rope and axes. On the other hand, supporting reports were also heard from 

survivors and eye witness refugees in Sudan. That is, Tigray government affiliate youths 

(Samri groups) assisted by the local police, Tigray region special and Militia forces were 

responsible for the attack (Aljazeera: Survivors recount horrific details of Mai kadra massacre, 

2020).  

Narrative two: The Amhara Special Force and informal armed group (Fano) along with the 

Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) attacked Tigrayan civilians’ living in Mai-kadra 



 
 

43 | P a g e  
 

8.2.3.2 Associated Press (AP): 
 

The only thing that all survivors agreed on was hundreds of civilians have massacred in the 

town of Mai-kadra on Nov. 9, 2020. Reports that AP referred from right groups like Amnesty 

International and the Ethiopian Human Right Commission and a witness in Sudan refugee 

camp approved that Ethnic Amhara civilians have attacked (Associated Press: Mai Kadra, A 

Shadowy massacre in Ethiopia could be 'tip of the iceberg', 2020). On the other hand, more 

than a dozen Tigraan refugees who spoke with AP reporter in Sudan verified that ethnic 

Tigrayans have screened by identity cards and deliberately massacred with pre murder plans. 

The ENDF along with the Amhara Special Forces were in charge for the massacre, according to 

contacted Tigrayan refugees in Sudan (Associated Press: I would never go back; Horrors grow 

in Ethiopia’s conflict, 2020). In addition to this, long held tensions over land (in Western 

Tigray, where Mai kadra is located), between Tigrayans and Amharas have added fuel to the 

fire (Associated Press: Mai Kadra, A Shadowy massacre in Ethiopia could be 'tip of the 

iceberg', 2020).  

 

8.2.3.3 Reuters 

  
Following Reuter’s reporter who has interviewed Ethiopian refugees in Al-Fashqa, Sudan, 

found contradicting reports with what was dispatched from Ethiopia. Therefore, based on the 

report, instead of the Amhara civilians, they were Tigrayans brutally massacred in Mai-kadra. 

And armed groups from the neighboring Amhara region were the one who attacked and looted 

Tigrayan properties.  

“Barhat, 52, said people from the Amhara region, which borders Tigray and whose 

rulers back Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, attacked them. They killed anyone who said ‘I 
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am Tigrayan’. They stole our money, our cattle, and our crops from our homes and we 

run with just the clothing on our backs,” she said.  

 “I saw gunmen killing and slaughtering people in the streets... and I fled on foot until I 

got here two days ago.” (Reuters: Ethiopian fleeing to Sudan describes air strikes, 

machete killings in Tigray, 2020. P 2) 

However in the new Reuters special report (2021), it uncovered the hidden reality/the massacre 

that has happened last year in November at Ethiopian town Mai kadra. According to Reuter’s 

latest report, since communication was totally stopped in Western Tigray where Mai kadra 

town is located, it was very difficult to talk with victims or responsible body in Mai kadra, 

Ethiopia. Therefore, the first report sent out on Nov. 13, 2020 was totally based on the 

information collected from Tigrayan refugees in Sudan refugee camps. However, its latest 

special report was conducted by its own personnel in Mai kadra town and the findings 

dispatched in June 2021. 

The latest Reuter’s investigation is therefore reported as there were two killings during the law 

enforcement operation in Mai kadra: on Nov. 9 and after Nov. 9, 2020. Therefore, according to 

the investigation, the Nov. 9 killing was generally committed by Tigrayans on Amhara civilians 

living in the town. The killing was accompanied by looting and burning of Amhara properties 

and houses respectively. Burning of dead bodies was also one of the tragedies seen on Nov. 9 

2020 at Mai kadra.  

However, the second killing was a revenge attack by Amhara special and militia forces on 

Tigrayan civilians living in Mai kadra. As Reuter’s report, the second killing began after the 

ENDF controlled Mai kadra on Nov. 10, 2020 (A Reuters Special Report: How ethnic 
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cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021). But, except Reuters itself the second killing 

was not supported by any media or human right organization who had part in the study yet  

8.2.3.4 The New Humanitarian (TNH):  a group of independent journalists who are 

reporting humanitarian crises happened throughout the world. 

Half of a dozen refugee interviewees firmly confirmed to the TNH reporter in Sudan that the 

terrible mass murder in Mai-kadra carried out by the Ethiopian government and its allied 

Amhara militia forces.   

“TNH cannot independently verify the claims made by the refugees because phone and 

internet connections have been cut in Tigray, and movement into the area is 

restricted. The Ethiopian government and rights groups have also accused TPLF-aligned 

forces of committing massacres (The New Humanitarian: Tigray refugees recount the 

horrors of Ethiopia’s new conflict 2020, p 2).”
 
 

8.3 Why the massacre has happened (claimed reasons)? 
 

In the previous chapter, I have tried my best to explain what has happened in Mai kadra on 

Nov. 9, 2020. I have used different sources just to elaborate the ‘what’ part of the research. And 

I believe I have presented enough details to answer what has happened along with the 

massacre. Thus, the facts that have been collected and properly summarized in the previous 

case chapter were to show specific particulars of the massacre and how the two opposing 

narratives contradict each other and what was the purpose of this contradiction too. Therefore 

in this section, I will explain why the Nov. 9, 2020 mass murder has occurred based on the data 

I have collected and related documents. 

Based on summarized study materials, the Nov. 9 2020 massacre at Mai kadra town was not the 

result of one time conflict incidence, rather it was the consequence of several piled up social, 

political, economic, ethnic and constitutional problems between the Amhara and Tigray ethnic 

https://au.news.yahoo.com/ethiopia-troops-push-rebels-vow-hell-164433110--spt.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/11/ethiopia-investigation-reveals-evidence-that-scores-of-civilians-were-killed-in-massacre-in-tigray-state/
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groups living in the region. The Ethiopian government law enforcement operation against the 

Tigray regional sate in early November was therefore used as a cause to ignite the massacre.  

Therefore, in my opinion, information found and collected during the massacre may not show 

the whole picture of the frequent unrest between these two ethnic groups that have begun even 

before decades.  Therefore as a researcher I have pointed out some other claimed reasons that 

have potential to answer why the massacre has happened.  

8.3.1 Unexpected defeat in the fight by ENDF 

  
After the day to day official relation between the federal government and the Tigray regional 

state going cold and unsatisfactory (Human Rights Watch: Uncovering Crimes Committed in 

Ethiopia’s Tigray Region, 2020, and A Reuters Special Report: How ethnic cleansing exploded 

from an Ethiopian town, 2021) many were expecting something bad may happen. As it was 

predicted the Tigray People Liberation Front (TPLF) with its full military force attacked the 

ENDF military bases across the whole Tigray region in early November (A Reuters Special 

Report: How ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021).  

Though, the attack was expected by many, but it was a thunderbolt for ENDF. The counter 

attack from the central government and from ENDF was also harsh and fast.  Thus, the ENDF 

that begun the fight defensively, overturned the whole situation and defeated the TPLF forces 

and reached to the outskirts of Mai kadra on Nov. 9, 2020 (Amnesty International: 

Investigation reveals evidence that Scores of Civilians were killed in massacre Tigray state, 

2020). Because of this unexpected defeat, the disappointed and frustrated youth group (Samri) 

(who are loyal to TPLF) backed by the Tigray region special and militia forces did the mass 

killing in Mai kadra on Nov. 9, 2020 (Amnesty International: Investigation reveals evidence 

that Scores of Civilians were killed in massacre Tigray state, 2020). 



 
 

47 | P a g e  
 

There was some other evidence that supported the frustration and ethnic based attacks of 

Tigrayan youth group (Samri, loyal to TPLF) on Amhara civilians living in Mai kadra. Though, 

all communication methods were blocked in the area the fight with the federal government 

became severe and covered wider surface areas. Because of this, Tigrayan youth groups 

(Samri) were thinking that there might be individuals who use Sudanese SIM card and secretly 

communicate with ENDF or other forces for help during the upcoming planned attack and 

immediate suspects for this were Amharas.  The Sudanese SIM card was simply immediate 

cause just to attack the one (Amharas) who they (Smari) thought is rival, be it in economy, 

politics or other.   

They detained up to 60 people they profiled as Amhara and Wolkait and who were said 

to use Sudanese SIM cards on their mobile phones and destroyed said SIM cards. 

Ethiopian SIM cards had already stopped working by then and the motive for 

confiscating and destroying the Sudanese SIM cards was to prevent any 

communications or call for help during the attack, according to testimony of the people 

in the area (Ethiopian Human Rights Commission: Rapid Investigation into Grave 

Human Rights Violation in Mai kadra Preliminary Findings, 2020, p 2)  

8.3.2 Constitution 
 

Ethiopia was geographically divided in commonly called 14 administrative provinces; Gondar 

(with Wokait, Tselemt Setit Humera that include Mai kadra) and Tigray were two of the 14 

provinces before the 1994 constitution.  However, the new ratified and officially exercised (in 

1994) Ethiopian constitution acknowledged ten regional states now (Saheed A. Adejumobi, 

2007). Based on the new constitution, Wokait, Tselemt Setit Humera (that includes Mai kadra) 

taken from Gondar and given to the Tigray regional state with a new name called Western 

Tigray.   
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However, surprisingly ‘Western Tigray’ was annexed from province of Gondar (Amhara region 

now) by TPLF led EPRDF (the ruling party in the country) in 1992 (William Davison, 2016) 

that was before the 1994 Constitution. Therefore the Amhara regional government and the 

Amhara people believed that the area was annexed by force during the long TPLF rule and they 

have been clamming as it is their historical land (Reuters, How ethnic cleansing exploded from 

an Ethiopian town, 2021). Thus,  this long held tension over land in ‘Western Tigray’ between 

Amhara and Tigray ethnic groups added fuel to the fire (Associated Press: Mai Kadra, A 

Shadowy massacre in Ethiopia could be 'tip of the iceberg', 2020).  

8.3.3 Economy 
 

Ethiopia is mainly dependent on its agriculture for the country’s economy. And this is highly 

reflected on the contribution of agriculture in the country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

That is, the Ethiopian agriculture sector contributes 33.3% of the gross domestic product, 80% 

of occupations, and 70% of the input for industry, 85% of food supplies, and 81% of foreign 

income to the country (Abebe Tenaye, 2020 p 1).  

The above figure clearly showed that what land mean in Ethiopia, be it for the government 

sector, for investors or for individual farmers. Service and industry sectors are not that much 

enlarged well and agriculture is still continuing as the ultimate economic source. Therefore, 

most Ethiopians considered land as a life and death issue. Because of this, the land annexation 

implemented by TPLF in ‘Western Tigray’ in 1992 was seriously seen as a theft of identity by 

the indigenous Amharas (Wolkait) in the area and as an economic war by the entire Amhara 

people.  

Moreover, series of atrocities and displacements that have been taken place on Wolkaits 

(Amharas) from their ancestral land during the annexation process and during the long TPLF 
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led EPRDF rule was also created cracks between Tygrayans and Amharas. The grievance was 

even serious especially for the Amhara victims or victim families.  

Similar claims have heard from the Tigrayan side too, that is, not to lose the fertile land they 

had for decades and to defend their house hold economy too. As it was described by Associated 

Press above, all these have created long held tensions between these two ethnic groups 

(Associated Press: Mai-Kadra: A Shadowy massacre in Ethiopia could be 'tip of the iceberg', 

2020) and they might take the law enforcement operation as a good prospect and begin the 

attack to fulfill their respective interests in the area.   

 

8.3.4 History and geography 
 

Historically, Ethiopia is a country with thousands of year’s historical background (John G. 

Jackson, 1939), hundreds of year’s state practice (Thomas P. Ofcansky, 1991) and the only 

country in Africa that is never colonized and also has successfully defeated colonization 

(Thomas P. Ofcansky, 1991 p 13). It had 14 provinces (before the 1994 constitution) and 

Tigray was one of them. Even during the imperial and the DERG regime, these provinces were 

known as sub-administrative regions of the country. In addition to this, though conflicts in 

Ethiopia were common due to use of grazing land between internal borders, in most cases 

rivers were domestically and culturally accepted and exercised as dividing boarder (between 

provinces and sub-provinces in the country) lines in the country. Accordingly, geographically 

Tekeze River used as a separating line between Gondar (Amhara) and Tigray provinces before 

TPLF led EPRDF rule (Reuters, How ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 

2021). However, this culture was changed after TPLF came to office and this created 

dissatisfaction between these two ethnic groups in the area. 
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“The Amharas say, the wolkait are Amhara speakers and Western Tigray does not exist, 

the area is properly called Wolkait. Tsegede and Setit Humera (Reuters, How ethnic 

cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021 p 22)” this technically means, 

geographically Tekeze river separated Amhara from Tigrai.  

 

 

8.3.5 Ethnic 
 

Ethiopia, the land of more than a hundred million people now is a home of more than eighty 

ethnic nationalities and different religions, languages and cultural groups (Paulos Milkias, 

2011). The Ethiopian constitution that formed ten ethnic based federal states now took ethnic 

and language as its two standing pillars. According to the constitution peoples who didn’t speak 

the region’s language considered as second citizen or as settler. Moreover, the constitution gave 

full power to states for what is happening in respective regions. Because of this, Amharas (the 

most dispersed ethnic group in the country) are the one who faced for endless killings and 

destructions all over the country.  

Surprisingly, some regional constitutions declared that only few ethnic groups are owners of 

the region and others are simply acknowledged as one ethnic group of the country living in the 

region (The Revised Benishangul National Regional State Constitution 2002). On the other 

hand, this created some discrepancies in exercising personal and group rights in the area. 

According to this, the people of Amhara in ‘Western Tigray’ were considered as settlers and 

were forced to be displaced from its ancestral land almost for the last three decades (Reuters: 

How ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021 p 6).  Therefore, this ethnic 

based federalism and the power given for ethnic groups aggravated the conflict between the 

Amhara and Tigray ethnic members and deepens the sorrows of the massacre in Mai kadra.   
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8.3.6 EPRDF’s Ideology- Revolutionary Democracy 
 

The TPLF led EPRDF’s revolutionary Democracy ideology is known in dividing the people or 

oppositions as ally and enemy (believes in the creation of enemies) and hasty generalized 

peoples, groups, parties … as, ‘if not with us then theirs’. In this way, the EPRDF portrayed the 

opposition as an existential threat to the original goal of revolutionary democracy, which is to 

defeat the oppression of the non-Amhara (because all opposition parties are considered as 

supporters of Amhara Dominance). Thus, possible to say that, Revolutionary Democracy 

technically designed to make the Amhara voices (that are scattered throughout the country) 

silence.  Therefore, during the law enforcement operation, frustrated Tigrayans loyal to TPLF 

were thinking, the threat (Amhara Dominance) is coming again.  

The nationally oriented opposition parties have since the early 1990s been labeled as 

supporters of Amhara dominance, a dominance which the EPRDF has fought since the 

struggle started in 1975. In this way, the EPRDF portrayed the opposition as an 

existential threat to the original goal of revolutionary democracy – to defeat the 

oppression of the non-Amhara (Aalen Lovise 2020, p 661). 

 

8.3.7 Religion and its impact 
 

Religions in Ethiopia have a very influential position both in religious and socio-political 

matters. Specially the two for most religions, The Ethiopian Orthodox Christian and Muslim 

religions, are not only ancient and famous but also have a very deep connection with the people 

and could have several possibilities to dominate the people toward their own way. However, as 

it has discussed below, in different periods, the imperial, military or federal governments 

abused religions for state functions. Even after state secularization has included in the 

constitution (After 1987), there were many occasions that DERG interferes in religious issues.  
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Such state interferences in general disordered the day to day religious activities, created 

uncertainty in religious faiths and generated dissatisfaction among believers. In addition to this, 

such state interferences made the relation between state and religions rough.  Therefore, I will 

discuss the problems religions have with different state forms in Ethiopia that hindered them 

not to act religiously. And I will show the impact of state religion complex in relation to Mai 

kadra massacre. 

As history indicated, in the imperial period there were only two public institutions that tried to 

formalize the day to day lives of the population; these are imperial state and religion (Stanislav 

Mezentsev, 2021). However, the 1974 revolution had marked the decline of role as state 

religion. For instance, the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church (EOTC) was dispossessed 

both as a large landowner and as the source of normative political imagery of the nation and 

has not had a political role since (J. Abbink, 2014).  

Even in the imperial time, there were several instances that the imperial group abused the 

religious power and tried to diminish the greatly accepted activities of the religion just to 

strengthen political power (Stanislav Mezentsev, 2021).  As anyone can expect, such state 

interferences and manipulations of the authority of the religion may hinder the normal relation 

between religion and believers and can be the source for socio-political instability.   

Paradoxically, the 1984 socialist proclamation of Ethiopia acknowledged the separation of state 

and religion but by force, cheating or some other means DERG was performing many evil 

actions with religion cover (Stanislav Mezentsev, 2021).  Because of this, religions along with 

their strong power have been diminished and their acceptance also gradually deteriorated.  

The Ethiopian dictator consolidated his power by using “traditional values” - the 

Orthodox Church and national culture. However, in reality he simply subordinated them 

by force and bribe to his rigid power (Stanislav Mezentsev, 2021 p 71). 
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Manipulating Religions for trash political purposes were not the only unacceptable acts of the 

socialist DERG, rather as Hitler was forcing the protestant religion to stand beside him for the 

continuation of his ideology (Bartov and Mack, 2010), DERG also wanted the support of 

religion for the war it had in Eritrea. By doing this, it spoiled the real function of religions 

(Stanislav Mezentsev, 2021).  

The same is true for the present Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) 

that commenced and exercised power since 1991. Though, the detachments of state and 

religion was boldly acknowledged, it intimidated and exploited both the Muslim and Orthodox 

Christian religions for its own political purposes.    

Interesting to stress that, the political leader of Ethiopia and the religious leader of the 

country were in a very close personal relationship. Repeatedly, especially during 

difficult political periods, the Prime Minister has secretly sought the help and support of 

the supreme cleric. The clergy supported the ruling and the regime and facilitated the 

corresponding line in the ranks of their congregation (Stanislav Mezentsev, 2021 p 73).  

Several crushes on the Muslim community throughout the country from 2011 to 2014 and the 

destruction of Waldiba monastery were some of EPRDF’s negative actions against the 

autonomy of religion. Due to similar atrocities, responsible bodies in the religious institutions 

preferred to be silent for the uninterrupted wrong acts of the government. For instance, the 

intervention of EPRDF in the Muslim religion in the name of controlling extremism and the 

clear land grabbing of Waldba Monastery’s ownership to use for sugar plant were also 

traceable.  

Its effort to ‘combat extremism ‘and to ‘moderation’ consolidate in the Muslim 

community by a top-down campaign seems, however, to amount to de facto interference 

in religious affairs (J, Abbink, 2014 p 355). 
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In the 2012 row over the Waldubba monastery lands, the government claimed most 

lands belonging or adjacent to this old Orthodox Christian monastery in the Gondar 

region for a state corporation to produce sugar cane characteristically, this was done 

without consultation and with no sensitivity towards this tranquil spot of Orthodox 

spirituality (J, Abbink, 2014 p 355/6). 

Because of these and other reasons the religious management all over the country were bashful 

to act religiously rather they were dramatically quiet or as it was stated above in any means 

they supported the respective governments. Therefore, what has happened in Mai kadra was not 

different from this; there were no direct or indirect contributions to stop the massacre. This 

showed that, religions were not doing their religious jobs rather they were repeating what was 

said by government political leaders in each and every respective position. Because of this, 

religions and religious leaders were indirectly supporting the massacre that happened in Mai 

kadra on Nov.9, 2020.  

 

9. Analysis/Discussion 

In this analysis chapter very vital points of the documents collected and contradicting or 

incompatible ideas of sources will be discussed. Moreover, researcher’s personal opinion and 

evidence based challenges on those contradicting narratives and even on the research materials 

will be presented. 

As it was described in the methods chapter, all the textual (text, audio and video) data collected 

for this research are organized and analyzed thematically (by grouping the data in themes). 

Theme ideas are inclusive from massacre ground work to the real massacre, from killing tool 

preparation to vivid actions, from time and place of attack to the destruction happened and from 
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reasons of massacre to pointing responsible body were well touched. Generally, the following 

eight themes were used to analyze the data collected: Groundwork (Preparation), Attacking 

tools, Action, Destruction, Claimed Reasons of the attack, Responsibility, The place and The 

time. 

 

Groundwork Activities: 

Groundwork activities includes not only the whole psychological, physical and material 

preparations to take the attack but also the best reasoning and potential way out to avoid 

responsibility that could come after the attack.  As it is indicated by Roulet and Pichler in 

blame game theory, it is common for accused bodies to prepare defensive strategies.  

“Organizations at risk of being held responsible commonly generate discourses that attribute 

responsibility to others in order to avoid reputational penalties from being caught misbehaving 

(Roulet and Pichler, 2020). Due to this, TPLF as an organization and members as an active 

participant have tried to play many different defensive techniques for their attack in Mai-kadra 

on Nov 09, 2020. For instance, the local government in Mai kadra town armed these youths 

with machete, axe, knife and the like before Nov. 9, 2020. After doing this, the local 

government has tried to escape out accountability and reasoned out that, the special and militia 

forces will go for the fight with the ENDF, because of this there are no enough weapons to arm 

the youths to secure the town (TPLF behind mass massacre in Ethiopia’s Mai-kadra town- 

Police, Attorney General (Video), 2020). The youth group (Samri) was also convinced with the 

local government and armed themselves with the above traced killing materials to 

“safeguarding” the town. 

Moreover, defensive reasoning is a safe get way for TPLF members not to be accountable if 

their organization ‘TPLF’ held responsible. Therefore, groundwork activities to take the attack 

in Mai-kadra were also accompanied by various levels of TPLF members. Because, though the 
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accusation is directly on TPLF, Tigray special and militia forces and on informal youth group 

(Samri) as an organization or as a group, the potential risk will actually harm and rest on 

individual members in the organization (TPLF) who have had monetary, material and 

psychological benefits on the daily bases from their group. Roulet and Pichler on their blame 

game theory describe this as; “unfolding crises can also trigger blaming processes between 

organizational members when organizations are held responsible for misconduct. This is 

because it is not just organizations that suffer a significant reputation penalty when they are 

seen to be responsible for misconduct but individual members can also suffer adverse 

outcomes, even after disassociating themselves from the tainted organization (Roulet and 

Pichler, 2020, p 3) 

In addition to this, the informal youth group members prepared themselves in advance to make 

the massacre easy. Evidences also revealed that the massacre was perpetuated in a pre-planned 

manner. Based on evidences, prior to the attack, victim’s identity, living places and even living 

houses were identified, marked and registered. A few days before the attack, when the ENDF 

nearing the town, the local administration police and militia forces deliberately closed all 

escaping outlets of the town and made the massacre absolute. Few Amhara residents who have 

tried to run out of the town forced to return back and face the planned massacre by members of 

Samri group and the local militia forces but Tigrayan women and children have given safe 

passage to go out of the town before the attack began. As the law enforcement operation 

reached in the outskirts of Mai kadra town and the surrounding areas, this young group (Samri) 

began singing and dancing in many places in the town and psychologically preparing 

themselves for the killing of Amhara civilians living in the town (Ethiopian Human Right 

Commission: Rapid Investigation in to Grave Human Rights Violation in Maikadra Preliminary 

Findings, 2020). Based on sources from refugees in Sudan, amnesty International and Reuters 
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reported that there were attacks on Tigrayan civilians living in Mai kadra too but this was not 

clearly and separately indicated in time and date. 

According to the Reuters new development, alienation and anti- Amhara sentiment in the force 

was growing even a year before the Nov. 9 massacre. Because of this hostility, Abiyu Tsegaye 

(an Amhara former army member and massacred on Nov. 9) has left his job a year ago. 

However, threatening for his life by his former Tigrayan colleagues has continued up to the 

date of the massacre (A Reuters Special Report: How ethnic cleansing exploded from an 

Ethiopian town, 2021).   

The Ethiopian citizen’s identity card issuing system required each state to put ethnic identity 

besides the name of the holder on the identity card. This made the attack deliberate and very 

easy for the killers to identify their target (days before) during the massacre. According to 

Roulet and Pichler, it was vividly traced that the need to use blame as defending strategy for 

misconduct is because, misconduct by its nature is deliberate” (Roulet and Pichler 2020). Due 

to this, the groundwork made in relation to the massacre in Mai kadra town on Nov. 9, 2020 

supported the first narrative, which is Tigrayan youth group (Samri) backed by the Tigray 

regional special and militia forces attacked Amhara civilians living in Mai kadra. 

Though, the detailed explanation will come up in the following themes (in reasons theme), at 

least for now, the Nov. 9, 2020 civilian’s massacre in Mai kadra was not a spontaneous 

incidence. We have seen day’s long plan, even more than a week preparation for the massacre. 

In regard to some sources, the Mai kadra massacre was because of years and decades long 

grievance over land between Amhara and Tigrayan ethnic groups (Associated Press, Mai-

Kadra: A Shadowy massacre in Ethiopia could be 'tip of the iceberg',  2020).  

Attacking tools: 
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The second theme is about attacking tools, International media sources including Aljazeera, 

Reuters, Associated Press and some right groups like Amnesty international and Human Rights 

Watch acknowledged that the killing was mostly made by soundless killing materials, like axe, 

machetes, hatchets, knives, batons and rope. However, in addition to these silent killing tools, 

the Ethiopian Attorney General and the Ethiopian Human Rights commission reported about 

the use of bullets especially for victims who tried to run and escape the massacre (Police, 

Attorney General: TPLF behind mass massacre in Ethiopia’s Mai-kadra town, 2020).  

This means, both the two narratives that explained about the attacks taken one over the other 

ethnic group by using silent attacking tools have already supported here. In this regard except 

some minor changes (like the one traced above) all main research materials collected here 

supported both narratives. But still, the problem that have encountered on the first theme also 

continued here. That means there is no clear evidence (like narrative one) that evidently 

showed when, where and how the Amhara special and militia forces brought the attacking tool 

in the case of narrative two.  

Action: 

Like the Attacking tool theme, in the Action theme (apart from minor variations) all research 

materials collected backed both narratives in relation to the actions taken on Nov. 9, 2020 

massacre in Mai kadra town. Along with the attack there were checking and confirming duties 

about the victim’s ethnic group (whether the man was Amhara or Tigray). After they 

differentiate the victim’s identity, the next action (attacking) will immediately continue. 

Therefore, the actions that have taken by one ethnic group over the other, like the ID card 

inspection and verifying the ethnic group, the frustrating messages, the forceful displacements, 

the individual or mass killings … all were similar and supported both the two narratives. 



 
 

59 | P a g e  
 

However, there is one contradicting point here, based on all main and relevant sources, we 

knew that the ENDF and the Amhara special and militia forces enter in Mai kadra town on 

Nov. 10, 2020, that means one day after the Mai kadra massacre happened. In addition to this, 

no fight back from the Amhara civilian’s living in Mai kadra was reported on Nov. 9, 2020. To 

further strengthen this point, the Ethiopian Human Rights commission has announced that, 

Tigrayan women and children have got safe passage to go out of the town before the attack 

began (Ethiopian Human Right Commission: Rapid Investigation in to Grave Human Rights 

Violation in Maikadra Preliminary Findings, 2020). If that was the case, how the Amhara 

forces entered in Mai kadra town and attacked (the already fled Tigrayan women and children) 

Tigrayan civilians has to be answered with evidence.  However, the materials available didn’t 

answer the vital question ‘when’ in case of narrative two because Mai kadra town was under 

the control of TPLF and there was no chance for Amhara forces to enter in the town and attack 

Tigrayan civilians on Nov. 9, 2020.  

Though there is no additional confirming evidence yet, the Reuters updated report on the 

subject matter seems quite logical. Based on Reuter’s updated report, narrative one happened 

on Nov. 9, 2020 and narrative two began on Nov. 10, 2020 as a revenge attack by Amhara 

forces on Tigrayan civilians. Since the Amhara forces were in Mai kadra on Nov. 10, 2020, 

what Reuters called ‘Revenge attack’ might be happen, but still there is no additional 

information that backed this (Reuters) updated report (A Reuters Special Report: How ethnic 

cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021).  

Roulet and Pichler in their blame game theory, the accusers, the accused organization and 

related parties mostly have no difference on the misconduct carried out but are against each 

other on the question of responsibility simply not to be accountable.  
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A suspected organization or its members may acknowledge the evidence of misconduct 

identified by audiences (accusers) but attribute the responsibility to another actor. 

(Roulet and Pichler 2020, p 6) 

 

Likewise, the above two themes (Attacking tool and Action), evidently explained that, the 

Amhara and Tigray ethnic groups and supporters (blaming parties) were massively accepted 

what are stated on the two themes above. However, these two groups were strongly opposing 

each other when they came to the question “Who prepared the attacking tool and did the 

attack?)  

 

Destruction:  

The next theme was Destruction, in this part I am going to explain what had destruction with 

the two narratives.  That means based on the information gathered and the documents collected, 

trying to point out who was behind the destruction took place in Mai-kadra massacre on Nov. 

09, 2020. As obviously stated in different sources, the destruction was human, social, material, 

cultural, and psychological in nature.  

The destruction in Mai-kadra, comprises human life loss, confiscation of social bonds that hold 

the people for hundreds of years, burning of houses, house hold animals and farm products, 

material assets, many different cultural blocks which engraved the norms of the society and 

psychological distortions observed due to the massacre. Because of this, the massacre has 

damaged not only the names of accused organizations like TPLF but also members and 

supporters of such organizations and groups who stand in both opposing sides of the massacre.  

As Roulet and Pichler illuminated very well in their blame game theory, though the level of 

destruction is unlike, the losses, risks and moral worsening are inevitable during organizational 
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misconduct. According to their theory, the destruction (risk) can be personal as a member and it 

can be spread to family and community levels. Surprisingly, such risks can be continued even 

after the termination of members from their organizations (Roulet and Pichler, 2020). 

Whatsoever, in relation to destruction theme, as usual internal sources supported the first 

narrative and some external sources including Reuters and Amnesty International supported 

both narratives. Especially, based on Reuter’s latest report and the Ethiopian Human Rights 

Commission report, the demolition was not only on houses and properties but also on their 

cultural heritages too. The attack taken on Abiyu Tsegaye, for instance (an Amhara former 

military member) was designed not only to kill him rather to confiscate their cultural habit. 

Though, it was common to bury dead bodies with due respect, what has happened on Abiyu 

Tsegaye was quite different.  After they beat him with machete they shot him on the chest and 

then threw him to the burning flame which was totally out of their (Amharas and Tigrayans) 

cultural heritage (A Reuters Special Report: How ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian 

town, 2021).  

In addition to this, according to sources and as it was explained in many places above, on Nov. 

9, 2020 Mai kadra town was under the strict control of TPLF and no Amhara forces were in the 

town. Therefore, the use of ammunition to kill Abiyu Tsegaye and even others in Mai kadra on 

Nov. 9, 2020 showed that the attackers were Tigrayans. Consequently this theme has clearly 

supported the first narratives.  

Reason: 

According to Roulet and Pichler, ‘organizational misconduct is deliberate’ (Roulet and Pichler, 

2020) that means organizations or their managers knew why they did the misconduct. In other 

words, this means they have their own reason for the misconduct happened (the reason may be 

implicit or explicit). That is why; such organizations have tried to use consecutive discourses to 
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divert their wrong doing to others and just to escape accountability. Accordingly, actors of the 

Nov. 9 2020, massacre in Mai-kadra have also drawn out many different logical reasons just to 

cover their deliberate attack and be free from accountability.  

Therefore, in the Reasons theme, I have tried to disclose the ‘why’ part of the research 

question. That means the connection between the concept ‘why the Nov. 9, 2020 massacre in 

Mai kadra has happened?’ and the two narratives have exhaustively detailed based on the 

research materials collected. According to the data used, there are many incidences that 

exposed the massacre as it was not suddenly happened. While the fight continued and the TPLF 

was losing important places, then it was real that some frustration has occurred on Tigrayans 

especially on who are loyal to the TPLF. Because of this unexpected defeat by ENDF, the 

psychological disturbance rose within the Samri youth groups and TPLF special and militia 

forces might lead them for attacking Amharas who they believe are supporters of the central 

government force-ENDF (Amnesty International: Ethiopia, Investigation reveals evidence that 

scores of civilians were killed in massacre in Tigray state, 2020).  

In other words, the 1992 forceful annexation of western Tigray to the Tigray region from 

Gondar (Amhara state now) also created inconvenience between these two (Amhara and 

Tigray) ethnic groups for almost the last three decades (William Davison, 2016). The fertility 

of the land in Western Tigray and its potential for cash crop production was also another point 

considered as economic war by the Amhara side. This has been taken seriously on the Tigrayan 

side too, just not to lose their ownership right in the area (Western Tigray). According to these 

main points, though the conflict began in early November 2020, the tension between the 

Amhara and Tigray ethnic groups over land in Western Tigray (that caused the Nov. 9, 2020 

massacre) started decades long back (Associated Press, Mai-Kadra: A Shadowy massacre in 

Ethiopia could be 'tip of the iceberg', 2020). In addition to this, the information from United 
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Nations (UN) about the situation in Western Tigray and the stands of the Amhara and Tigray 

ethnic groups disclosed the prevalent fight they were taking in the past few years.   

“Amharas and Tigrayans were uneasy neighbors before the current fighting with tension 

over land sparking violent clashes”. (Amnesty international: Amnesty International 

Releases Findings on Mai-kadra massacre, 2020 p 3) 

The ethnic federalism implemented in Ethiopia now is also another motive to instigate cracks 

between the Amhara and Tigray ethnic groups living in Western Tigray that includes Maikadra. 

That means the 1994 constitution and the regional constitutions that followed, granted the 

whole region for one or few ethnic groups and recognized the many other ethnic groups living 

there as secondary citizen or as settlers. Therefore in Western Tigray, only Tigrayans have the 

right to exercise their constitutional right over the other ethnic groups including Amharas, 

because based on the constitution, the region is theirs. The Benishangul regional state 

constitution can best explain the trick behind Ethiopia’s ethnic federalism.  According to the 

Benishangul regional state, only the five small ethnic groups (Berta, Gumuz, Shinasha, Mao 

and Komo) owned the land and all the resources found there but others are recognized (The 

Revised Benishangul National Regional State Constitution 2002). This ethnic centered federal 

system has functioned in similar manner in all federal states of Ethiopia. Therefore, the system 

approached one and pushed others in the same country and on peoples that have identical 

citizenship.  These discriminations created some anxiety among ethnic groups living together 

and made them wait for some comfortable time to fight and change the statuesque.  

In this regard, when the law enforcement operation nearing Mai kadra, Tigrayans who are loyal 

to TPLF decided to remove Amharas who they believe are competitors of the land they owned 

(Western Tigray) and supporters of the central government who ordered this military operation 

against the Tigray regional state in early November 2020.  
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Moreover, during the Gorilla fighting era, TPLF was in need to have a direct external outlet to 

any neighboring countries to get a safe passage for ammunition and some other urgent needs of 

the struggle. Since, Tigray was landlocked (no boarder) at that time, TPLF has seriously took 

how such boarders are important than anything. Because of this, TPLF took over Setit-Humera, 

Wolkayt-Tsegede and Tselemt (the present Western Tigray) which is geographically critical to 

generate a strategic corridor with the Sudan during the struggle (Aregawi Berhe, (former TPLF 

leader) 2008, p 271).  

Accordingly, as TPLF commenced to power, even before the constitution, it (TPLF led 

EPRDF) immediately annexed Setit-Humera, Wolkayt-Tsegede and Tselemt (Western Tigray) 

to the Tigray region in 1992 (William Davison, 2016). This decision on the other hand, 

elevated the grievance of Amharas who they believed the area (Western Tigray) is their 

ancestral land (A Reuters Special Report: How ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian 

town, 2021).  Since then, (for almost three decades) up to the Nov. 9, 2020 Mai kadra 

massacre, Setit-Humera, Wokayt-Tsegede and Tselemt (Western Tigray that includes Mai 

kadra) were a center of gravity for politics economy and mobilizing social revolution for the 

two ethnic groups (Amhara and Tigray). Though, Amharas have been struggling to take back 

Western Tigray, the area was controlled and protected by Tigray regional state up to the day of 

the massacre. Therefore, based on the elaboration above, this theme also supported the first 

narrative.  

Responsibility: 

Accountability is the effect of responsibility; therefore these two are going together. An 

organization will be rewarded or blamed for what it did and will be accountable for the risks 

occurred under its responsibility, but sometimes, it may not go like this. That means 

organizations tried to blame others for their wrong doing only not to be accountable and free 

from related penalties (Roulet and Pichler, 2020).  
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Responsibility theme here is therefore about how Ethiopian federal government and TPLF 

assigned out blame one to the other (not to be accountable) for the massacre happened on Nov. 

9, 2020 in Mai kadra. According to resources, Amnesty International, Ethiopian Human Rights 

Commission, Reuters, Ethiopian Human Rights Council, Aljazeera, the Ethiopian Attorney 

General and others, the informal youth group (Samri) backed by the Tigray regional state 

special and militia forces attacked the Amhara civilians who were living in Mai kadra on Nov. 

9, 2020.  

Like the Rwandan Hutus that used the name cockroaches in Radio Television Libre des Mille 

Collines (RTLMC) to demoralize and downgrade Tutsis in every aspects of their life (Lowery 

and Spalding, 2017), Samries (Tigrayan informal youth group members) were also called 

Amharas as ‘hadgi’ (donkey) and they were struggling to eradicate, what they called ‘hadgis’ 

(donkeys) from Western Tigray (Amnesty international: Amnesty International Releases 

Findings on Mai-kadra massacre, 2020).  

The town’s (Mai kadra) newly appointed government administrator, Fantahun Bihonegn,  

called the massacre ‘attempted genocide’ on Amharas. “A brutal ethnic cleansing has been 

committed against the Amhara people” he added (Amnesty international: Amnesty 

International Releases Findings on Mai-kadra massacre, 2020 p 2).    

On the other hand, Tigrayans also assigned the responsibility to Amhara forces for the Tigrayan 

civilian massacre in Mai kadra town. Though the exact date was not described in any source, 

many refugees in Sudan blamed Amhara special and militia forces for the Mai- kadra massacre. 

This is what Roulet and Pichler called blame game in their blame game theory where the 

accused party blames back the accusers (Roulet and Pichler, 2020). Therefore in this theme also 

the first narrative has soundly supported with meaningful evidence from the data collected.  

The place: 
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Since there were similar mass killings and massacres that have reported during the Ethiopian 

government law enforcement operation in Tigray, the place as a theme clearly describes only 

the Nov. 9, 2020 massacre in Mai-kadra town. Therefore, based on the documents collected, it 

is proved that, the Nov. 9, 2020 massacre has happened in Mai kadra town. Because of this the 

Place as a theme is equally backed the two narratives. But because of internet and similar 

communication blockages and movement to the area was prohibited, specially for few 

information sources, it was not possible to include information and evidences from victims and 

eye witnesses living in Mai kadra town and the surrounding areas (The New Humanitarian: 

Tigray refugees recount the horrors of Ethiopia's new conflict, 2020).  

 

The Time: 

I took The Time as a theme to make clear when the massacre has happened. Therefore, though 

there was some conflicting information about the massacre period (time), according to the 

secondary data sources collected, the Time was Nov. 9, 2020. Almost all the data collected, 

revealed that civilian Amharas were massacred in Mai kadra town on Nov. 9, 2020. Few data 

sources have also confirmed civil Tigrayans also massacred in the town on the same day. 

However, based on the data sources and the descriptions in many places above, Amhara forces 

were not in Mai kadra town on Nov. 9, 2020.  

Even if, it is not confirmed with other sources yet, a Reuters latest report informed that the 

attack on Tigrayans began on the next day Nov. 10, 2020 (A Reuters Special Report: How 

ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021). The ENDF and the Amhara special 

and militia forces entered to the town on the following day, Nov. 10, 2020. Because of this they 
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couldn’t participate on the Nov. 9, 2020 civilian massacre in Mai kadra town. Therefore, 

according to evidences, this theme supported the first narrative. 

As it was well presented on the theory part of this research, Roulet and Pichler blame game 

theory thought us that the accused party and its members blamed back the accusers for each and 

every accusation on them (Roulet and Pichler, 2020). Accordingly, though the secondary data 

materials disclosed what was the reality about the massacre, the Amhara forces and allies and 

the Tigray forces and supporters blamed each other about the mass murder happened in Mai 

kadra on Nov. 9, 2020. Sometimes, these two blaming groups claimed that the evil actions they 

experienced and how that has executed was also similar.  

Blame game strategies are mainly used to shift responsibility. By doing this; groups, 

organizations or individuals can minimize the consequences of the blame they are exposed to 

(Roulet and Pichler, 2020-p 3) and they can avoid expected future penalties, if any, due to the 

massacre (Roulet and Pichler, 2020- p 5).  

Similarly, the statements and interviews frequently given by Tigrayans against the reality of 

research materials about the Mai kadra massacre were also to escape from accountability. It is 

to stay away from the accusations from the general public and to evade responsibility. In other 

words, it is to transfer their wrong doing immorally to others (Amharas).     

10. Concluding Remarks 

As it was clearly pointed out throughout this research paper, the main research materials 

collected are generally from three areas, namely Human Rights Organizations, Medias and 

Federal Police and General Attorney. All these have reported what they believed are reliable 

about the Mai kadra massacre. Some of these sources were physically present in Mai kadra to 

get the evidence from the horse’s mouth; others used telephone communication with victims, 
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eye witnesses and respective individuals in Mai-kadra about the subject matter and still others 

interviewed refugees (what they called survivors) who have flown and settled in Sudan refugee 

camps. 

What so ever, the main sources are enough to solve the problem and to answer the research 

questions. As a consequence of this, the findings revealed what claims have been really made 

and who is said to be behind this massacre. Accordingly, TPLF claimed that, the ENDF backed 

by the Amhara special and militia forces and the informal organization ‘Fano’ were responsible 

for the Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadra civilian massacre and the massacred were Tigrayans not 

Amharas. In its reasoning for its claim TPLF supposed that “It has enough ammunition that can 

kill fast, no need to use machete, knives, sticks, axes, hatchets just to take life of people (A 

Reuters Special Report: How ethnic cleansing exploded from an Ethiopian town, 2021). Thus 

the attack was taken by ENDF and its supporters”. According to Roulet and Pichler blame 

game theory and in relation to the research problem, such claims may help to shift 

responsibility and to be free from upcoming accountability, if any.   

On the other hand, the Ethiopian federal government claimed that the Tigrayan special and 

militia forces and the “Samri youth group” were accountable for the Nov.9 Mai-kadra Amhara 

civilians massacre. According to the Ethiopian federal government’s claim, supporters of 

TPLF, the informal organization ‘Samri’ backed by Tigray militia forces attacked Amhara 

civilians living in Mai-kadra in cold blood for the defeat TPLF forces got in the ENDF law 

enforcement operation during the beginning of November 2020. Though these claims have 

tried to support the stands of their group’s respective sides, the collected data have revealed the 

massacre and who thought to be behind the attack.   

According to the data collected, specially based on the information from organizations that did 

their research (physically present) in Mai-kadra town, the Nov. 9, 2020 massacre was taken by 

Samri informal youth group backed by Tigrayan special and militia forces. Reuters, EHRC, 
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EHRCO and Ethiopian Attorney General and Federal Police were the research groups that 

blamed TPLF and its supports for the Mai-kadra massacre. These organizations and media 

sources supported their claim by interviewing victims and victim families, government officers 

in Mai-kadra and the surrounding, religious leaders and responsible individuals and elders. In 

addition to this they personally opened and checked mass graves and they have surveyed and 

observed the area as a whole to come to their conclusion traced above.  

In addition to this, the thematic analysis method used in this study facilitated to reach to the 

claimed group behind the Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadra massacre. Therefore, based on the analysis 

part of this research the thematic groups were well analyzed and confirmed that the group 

behind the Mai-kadra massacre was TPLF and its supporters (namely the informal group 

‘Samri’ backed by the special and militia forces of Tigray).  

As it is discussed in the claimed reasons part of this study, the data collected explicitly exposed 

and the research result confirmed that the massacre was not a onetime incidence (not suddenly 

happened); rather it was a continuation of prolonged grievances and uninterrupted conflicts 

between the Amhara and Tigray ethnic groups. Thus the research finding explored all claimed 

reasons and causes of the massacre to answer ‘why’ the massacre has happened (under the 

subtitle ‘Why the massacre has happened (claimed reasons)’ from point 8.3.1 to 8.3.7). 

However, the final substance left to the people is to learn from this massacre because awareness 

creation is one of the aims of this research.  

If the people are interested and willing there is nothing that can teach more than a problem. 

Therefore, this research in particular and what has happened in Mai kadra in general can make 

the people aware about the problem and dangerousness of ethnic conflict. All conflict 

participants, respective officials in the area, responsible government and nongovernmental 

bodies can also learn from Mai kadra massacre and will contribute their part for the respect and 

mutual benefit of different ethnic groups that live side by side, I believe.  
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On the other hand, this research strives for international community to recognize the massacre 

and to pressure on the respective authorities in order to be taken standardized study on the 

massacre. That means, in my opinion, the massacre and the evil acts performed can fulfill the 

UN criteria’s of genocide, therefore, whatever the conclusion is (genocide, ethnic cleansing,  

and crime against humanity or war crimes) the international community has to influence 

responsible bodies for the accomplishment of well organized study on the Mai kadra massacre.  

Though further study on Mai kadra massacre is expected, this research by itself can contribute 

something as beginning article or as starting information about the Nov. 9, 2020 Mai-kadra 

massacre for further studies.  
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