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necessity to study intangible cultural heritage, citing a new global context marked by a growing urban 

population and a changing climate as justification. UNESCO has also recognized the value of intangible 

cultural heritage (ICH) since 2003. Nonetheless, the link between ICH and green energy transition discourses 

is new. The aim of this study is to analyze how the intangible cultural heritage of Indian civilization affects 

the energy sector and to which conclusion it leads. Specifically, the paper is trying to expand on focusing on 

the clean energy sector in India. A systematic literature review (SLR) and the quantitative research method 

were used to answer the research questions in this work. Considerations for future approaches to ICH and 

the green energy sector are presented. 
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1. Introduction 

This chapter introduces the topic of intangible cultural heritage within the clean energy sector. The 

chapter starts with an introductory background section that leads to the problem formulation. After 

that, the study’s aim and research questions are presented followed by an outline of the study. 

1.1. Background and problem formulation 

The problem of the relationship between culture, nature, and sustainable development has become 

one of the most pressing topics at the beginning of the third millennium; it is inc reasingly heard in 

scientific reports and public speeches by environmentalists, anthropologists, and politicians (Barthel-

Bouchier, 2016). How to make culture a real foundation for sustainable development, how sustainable 

development can contribute to the development of culture, enrich human capital, and create new 

opportunities for human development? What should be the cultural policy focused on values of 

sustainable development, and what mechanisms of effective social management can be used for this? 

All these questions arise for many who are trying to preserve the cultural heritage and use it as a tool 

for the implementation of sustainable development.  

Society's fundamental activity is multi-faceted (labor, politics, economics, ethics, aesthetics, law, 

family, religion, etc.) (Outka, 2008). Each of society's areas of life corresponds to a particular level 

of culture attained as a qualitative property of its living activity. Culture plays a crucial part in a 

person's and society's lives for several reasons. For starters, culture works as a mechanism of 

accumulating, storing, and transmitting human experience (Duxbury, et al., 2012). A society is only 

as sophisticated as its ability to fully utilize the knowledge contained in mankind's cultural gene pool. 

Thus, culture is a people's historical memory, a unique manner of human existence, and a universal 

way of a person's creative self-realization. The expression "cultural heritage" has a cognitive, value, 

political, legal, socio-psychological, i.e., ambiguous meaning, as well as natural -historical, socio-

cultural, and other meanings (Roders & Van Oers, 2011). And so, it became an object of special 

significance. There is more and more cognitive interest in its problems and understanding of its 

educational potential. Intangible cultural heritage is the material of historical and socio -cultural 

experience. It is an example of figurative thought, expedient search, national and scientific traditions,  

and tendencies of human civilization (Ibid). To comprehend and explain the list of its parameters, 

specific and complex, individual, and joint efforts of scientists and other intellectuals are required. 

The time of not noticing the heritage of past times is passing. The importance of creating conditions 

for a socio-cultural space and conducting socio-cultural expertise in terms of building bridges 

between various social and educational institutions, in terms of determining the effectiveness of state 

policy in the field of culture, is growing (Duxbury, et al., 2012).  

 

1.1.1. India’s historical focus on sciences, nature-based life, and 
ecological sensitivity 

All ancient cultures around the world have preserved nature - trees, plants, rivers, mountains, and the 

environment, giving them great importance since time immemorial. In India, the tradition of planting 

five trees for every tree cut is part of the culture (Basham & Basham, 1975). Water is an integral part 

of all important customs and rituals. The rivers were worshiped as the Mother, and the Earth as the 

Goddess (Lunev, 2015). This tradition of viewing nature as sacred and divine must be maintained 

even in the modern age. In fact, the root causes of pollution are human greed and environmental 

insensitivity (Ibid). The thirst for quick and high profits seriously upsets the balance of the 

environment, and not only physically pollutes the environment, but also stimulates negative emotions 

at a microscopic level. 

Even Hindu religious-cultural norms associated with the veneration of natural objects (rivers, lakes, 
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mountains, the Sun, Moon, fire, thunderstorms, etc.) were based on the recognition of the supremacy 

of the spiritual component of nature (Chatterjee & Dhirendramohan, 2016). The need for natural 

science knowledge of the natural environment, its development, and protection, which is the starting 

point for the formation of an ecological worldview, was not pronounced. This, of course, does not 

mean that natural science knowledge did not develop in Ancient India; it was widespread. The main 

achievements of the natural sciences of Ancient India include knowledge in the field of astronomy, 

physiology, zoology, botany, and geology. The achievements of the Indians in chemistry are 

significant. They knew the composition of ores and minerals, were able to make alloys, glass, 

artificial precious stones, aromatic essences, and poisons, and made strong vegetable and mineral 

dyes. In philosophical and scientific treatises, scientists developed the idea that all substances in 

nature are composed of "anu" - atoms. The Indians knew that the Earth revolves around the Sun and 

its axis (Vanina, 2021).  

Modern researchers identify some ecological motifs in ancient Indian scriptures and early 

philosophical texts. So, analyzing the "Arthashastra", they focus on the description of severe 

punishments and fines for cutting branches or trees. Studying the edicts of Emperor Ashoka, the 

researchers pay attention to the fact that already in the 3rd c. BC e. he forbade hunting, making a list 

of birds and animals that were forbidden to be destroyed. V. Narayanan cites several passages from 

the Ramayana and Puranas that contain statements such as “one tree equals ten sons” (1997). 

However, not all researchers adhere to the point of view that ancient Indian philosophy has an 

ecological component, so the question of the influence of various philosophical systems, religious 

cults, and folk traditions of India on the formation of the ecological culture of the population remains 

debatable.  

Another concept that bothers attention and shows how Indian spirituality and philosophy is connected 

to the understanding the principles of the physical and natural world is the concept of Navagrahas 

that was there for over 2500 years, which explains a heliocentric Universe way before Europe 

discovered it (Gansten, 2009). In Hinduism, 9 planets play an important role. These are Sun, Moon, 

Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Rahu, and Ketu. The planetary Deities are known as the 

Navagraha and have a certain effect on man; therefore, people revere these planets so that they can 

bring peace and prosperity to their lives and prevent any troubles. In astrology, the position of the 

planets in the twelve constellations of the Zodiac is of great importance (Pingree, 1965). The planets 

influence the events and destinies of nations, peoples, people, the Earth, etc. Navagraha can be 

favorable or unfriendly to a person. If a person's problems are associated with the influence of 

unfavorable planets on him or her, then with the help of mantras you can neutralize their negative 

energy - the person's energy channels are transformed, and life events are corrected (Ibid). 

1.1.2. Development of environmental initiatives: historical examples 

The mass environmental movement in the country began with the Chipko (Hug the Tree) movement. 

In 1973, in the town of Goupshwar in the Shamoli region, residents formed a human chain and hugged 

trees marked for felling by lumberjacks from a nearby sports equipment factory. In other cities, 

similar cases began to occur when loggers wanted to cut down trees, using the regulations of the 

government forest department. The women of Reni, near Yoshimata in the Himalayas, challenged the 

loggers in 1974 by clutching the trees and forcing the loggers to leave. Since then, "Chipko Andolan" 

(movement to protect trees by hugging them) has become a popular environmental movement 

(Omved, 1992).  

In other parts of India, movements based on the ideas of Chipko began to emerge. These are Appiko 

(to protect trees in the state of Karnataka), Save the Silent Valley in Kerala, and others. more attention 

to the ecological role of forests, the value of biodiversity, and the participation of the people in their 

use (Gupta, 2012). 

Subsequently, the "Hug a Tree" movement gained a wider scope. The peasants began to plant trees 

on their own, fight drunkenness and came out in support of full employment. As a result of social 
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and environmental activities, provisions were formulated according to which forest restoration had 

to be placed under the control of local authorities, and tree species should be selected based on the 

need for fuel and food, and not on their value for industrial production (Omved, 1992). This 

movement, originating in the 18th century, went from a campaign to protect the place of residence in 

several villages of the modern state of Uttarkhand to the largest all -Indian protest. According to S. I. 

Lunev, the Indian society believes that it was this forest Satyagraha that contributed to the 

strengthening of civil society and laid the foundations for the environmental movement in the country 

(2015). Satyagraha means “persistence in the search for truth.” The phrase "forest satyagraha" refers 

to "persistency in pursuing the truth regarding the rights of trees" in this context  (Dwivedi et al., 

1994).  

In terms of the combination of religious traditions and environmental issues, the example of the 

activities of the servants of the Tirupati temple in the state of Andhra Pradesh is interesting. It is one 

of the richest temples in India and collects donations of several hundred million rupees every year  

(Chatterjee & Dhirendramohan, 2016). Remarkably, this temple has changed its usual prasadam of 

sweets into small plants that are given to pilgrims for planting. This resulted in the planting of several 

million plants stopping deforestation in the mountains near Tirupati. A similar initiative is be ing 

carried out by G. B. Pant, a representative of the Institute of Himalayan Ecology, who works with 

the Badrinath Temple. Its scientists grow the seedlings, the priests bless them, and distribute them as 

prasadam to the pilgrims (Ibid).  

In India, there is a tradition of celebrating each holiday in its own way, on some holidays people 

observe fasting and perform rituals, then on some holidays there is a tradition to worship by looking 

at the moon, then on some holidays to the Sun God (Tribhuwan, 2003). However, there are festivals 

associated with different seasons. With the change of seasons, the arrival of festivals comes. On the 

other hand, in India, there are holidays dedicated to the harvest, the rainy season or the full moon. In 

India, the weather changes every twelve months. As the seasons change, so does food habits and 

lifestyle. According to Panchag, there are six seasons in India: spring, summer, rainy season, autumn, 

winter season, and pre-winter season (2008). At the same time, in the Hemant season, the spring of 

festivals comes, and with the beginning of the Hemant season, a light pink cold begins. After that, a 

bitter cold knock. When winter is in full swing, that season is called the winter season. Sharad, 

Hemant, and Shishir are the seasons of the ancestors. The Hemant season starts after Sharad Purnima 

(Ibid). Of the twelve months, three months of Kartik, Agahan, and Paush fall in the season of Hemant. 

There are many auspicious dates and festivals during this season (Bhalla, 2005). In the month of 

Kartik come big festivals such as Karva Chaut, Dhanteras, Roop Chaturdashi, Deepavali, Govardhan 

Puja, and Bhai Duj. The full moon of this month is also of great importance. Lamps are donated to 

sacred rivers and lakes on Kartik Purnima. The Shukla Paksha Ekadashi of the month of Kartika is 

called Devutthani Ekadashi and Tulasi Viva is held at the end of Chaturma. Baikunt Chaturdashi 

Tithi falls this month. On this day, Har, i.e. Mahadev, transmits the royal text of the universe to Hari, 

i.e. Lord Vishnu (Ibid).  

Similarly, Gita Jayanti and Datta Jayanti are celebrated in the month of Margashirsha, the second 

month of the Hemant season. After that, in the coming month of Paush, Hanuman Ashtami and 

Parshvanath Jayanti are celebrated, and in the month of Paush, the worship of the Sun is of particular 

importance (Tribhuwan, 2003). During the Hemant season, due to the remoteness of the Earth from 

the Sun, a constant decrease in temperature is observed. Gradually, the coolness begins to dissi pate 

in the atmosphere. In Ayurveda, this season is considered very beneficial for health. At this time of 

the year, the body receives a lot of energy from food and drink, and immunity also remains at a good 

level. All juices can be consumed this season along with exercise (Bhalla, 2005). 

1.2. Research question and aim 

Intangible cultural heritage has a timeless value for society, as it includes the results of the 

prescription of achievements that retain the ability to pass to new generations in new eras. It preserves 

not what was created in the culture of society at one stage or another, including what was rejected 
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for a while and did not take root, but later can again find its place in society. In every culture , there 

is a certain dynamic ratio of traditionality; through which stability is maintained and innovation or 

borrowing through which society changes. To successfully use the existing potential, cultural heritage 

must be an integral part of our current development, especially in such important sectors like energy. 

The overreaching objective of this study is to understand the role of intangible cultural heritage in 

the green energy sector in India is and how different actors use ICH in their practice. The contribution 

to existing knowledge will be twofold: first, the study aims to contribute to existing knowledge 

regarding intangible cultural heritage and different green energy-related actors and initiatives. 

Second, the study will contribute to the literature on measuring and valuing ICH's impact on them. 

To further explore how ICH may influence companies to become more sustainable, the study will 

build upon existing theoretical frameworks, especially the conceptual framework developed by Pecl 

et al. (2017), and use the concepts in new areas. In order to investigate the presented problem 

formulation, the study will answer the main research question: 

• What is the role of intangible cultural heritage in the Indian model of clean energy transition? 

To clarify the focal point of this study an illustration (Fig.1) has been made. The main actors involved 

in the Indian clean energy sector are government entities and initiatives as well as private companies 

and organizations. This study focuses on both. In this study the terms ‘businesses’ and ‘companies’ 

will be used interchangeably referring to the same thing. Additionally, it is important to note that the 

study sought to understand the views and perceptions of participating companies and initiatives.  

 

Figure 1: The study's focal point. Made by the author (2022). 
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2. Literature reviews 

This chapter contains different literature reviews relevant to the study. First, definitions for the main 

components are presented. This is followed by research on ideologies and historical examples of 

Indian ICH.  Finally, this chapter describes the importance of access to electricity, its connection to 

HDI, and the situation of clean energy in India. 

2.1. Defining culture and intangible cultural heritage 

No one involved in cultural anthropology questions the fact that the central concept of this branch of 

knowledge is "culture". But everyone understands this term in their own way. For some, culture is a 

learned behavior (Faulkner, et al., 2006). For others, it is not behavior as such, but its abstraction. 

For some anthropologists, stone axes and ceramic vessels are cultures, for others, no material object 

is such. Some believe that culture exists only in the minds of people, others consider only tangible 

objects and phenomena of the external world to be culture (Ibid). Some anthropologists represent 

culture as a totality idea but argue with each other about where these ideas live: some believe that in 

the minds of the people studied, and others - that in the minds of the ethnologists themselves (Kroeber 

& Kluckhohn, 1952).  

At the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century, the concept of the World Heritage was 

firmly established both in the scientific lexicon and in general circulation  (Jokilehto, 2006). The term 

"World Heritage" refers to the most outstanding cultural and natural sites, which, in principle, must 

be preserved and protected for an indefinitely long period of time, since people  needs and will always 

need them, which, of course, implies their study, knowledge, use not only by the present but also by 

future generations. Thus, the concept of cultural heritage included only material heritage. Meanwhile, 

cultural heritage is accepted and divided into material and spiritual (non-material). The intangible 

heritage represents a collection of tradition-based forms of cultural activities of the human 

community, instilling in its members a sense of identity and succession  (Ibid). The essence of 

spiritual cultural heritage is in that it is transmitted by l iving people and is also perceived by a living 

audience. Therefore, attempts mummification of spiritual cultural heritage to preserve it is dangerous 

by the risk of its depreciation (Bortolotto, 2007). It must always remain alive in the context of 

modernity, to maintain its creative character, as it has always been.   

Serious steps towards theoretical understanding of problems of intangible heritage, its study, and 

conservation were made by UNESCO only in the last years of the 20th century (Labadi, 2013). The 

25th session in November 1989 adopted Recommendations on the preservation of the traditional 

culture and folklore, which declares the need to take measures "to protect the traditional culture from 

all kinds of dangers emanating from nature or human action (Ibid). Complexity future work is due to 

both the fragility and vulnerability of the objects themselves, and the undeveloped (theoretical and 

methodological) selection criteria and mechanisms for protection and updating”.  Intangible cultural 

heritage is an effective means of preventing and overcoming negative social phenomena in the 

children's and youth environment, the formation of patriotic, and civic qualities of the individual, the 

upbringing of spirituality and morality, the stabilization and harmonization of family , and social 

relations (Bortolotto, 2007). With its help, such serious problems as the restoration and development 

of the social and economic potential of rural areas, the organization of employment of the population, 

the adaptation of people with disabilities, etc. are solved. 

2.2. Modernization and sustainable development in India 

In modern political and economic literature, quite a lot of research is devoted to one or another aspect 

of the modernization of transitional systems. But, as a rule, model regions are taken for research, 

such as the countries of central or western Europe. Such South Asian countries as India, Indonesia, 

and Pakistan, which are important from the point of view of understanding the processes of 

modernization, are undeservedly overlooked. From my point of view, India is the most curious to 
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consider as a country whose role in the modern world is growing more and more. This gives many 

experts a reason to put India, along with China, in a leading economic position by the middle of the 

21st century. 

For several decades, the models and concepts of economic modernization that have been developed 

in developing countries or proposed to them from outside, as a rule, did not include the idea of 

sustainable development, expressed in linking the socio-economic needs of human beings and society 

with measures to protect the natural environment, and sometimes totally contradicted this idea  

(Mensah, 2019). In this regard, the Indian practice of combining socio-economic modernization and 

sustainable development priorities, which has existed latently as a cultural and civilizational 

component throughout the history of Indian society, is of considerable interest  (Ranjan Chaurasia, 

2020). 

The turning point in the history of nature conservation in India was the holding in 1969 in New Delhi 

of the General Assembly of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural 

Resources. Thanks to the documents adopted by the Assembly, environmental issues have received 

significant attention in India. In 1970, based on these documents, a large -scale National Wildlife 

Strategy was developed. In general, it was in the Fourth Five-Year Plan (1969-1974) that government 

strategies for environmental protection were first declared; it specifically emphasized the need to 

“harmonize India's economic and environmental development” (Sharma, 2001).  

In 1972, India participated in the UN Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment 

(Nachiappan, 2020). The purpose of this conference was to focus the attention of the world 

community on environmental issues, including the fight against water and air pollution, and the 

conservation of forests, water, mineral, and animal resources of the planet. At the conference, it was 

declared that "people must assume a collective responsibility to present and future generations for 

the preservation and improvement of the environment"  (Ibid). It should be noted that the Prime 

Minister of India, Indira Gandhi, who was the only head of state who participated in the Stockholm 

Conference, played an outstanding role in it and came up with her specific environmental program, 

supported by many developing countries (Boudes, 2011). It was then that Indira Gandhi uttered her 

famous phrase that "poverty in itself is the greatest polluter of the environment", meaning by this 

that the solution to environmental problems is impossible without addressing socio-economic 

problems. She also stated that the position "Earth is our common home" means the interaction and 

cooperation of people from all over the world in all spheres, and not just in the ecological one  (Ibid).  

At the same time, the possibility of effective use and conservation of the environment was directly 

dependent on the success of modernization and general development; in contrast to the principles of 

rejecting progress for the sake of harmonious coexistence with nature preached by Mahatma Gandhi, 

Indira Gandhi argued that only a progressive and developed state and society can minimize natural 

damage (Rangarajan, 2006). So, speaking at the mentioned Stockholm conference in 1972, Indira 

Gandhi said: “The problem of the environment in developing countries  is not a consequence of 

intensive industrialization. It stems from insufficient development” (Karagodin, 1983). Then Gandhi 

wrote: “Is not poverty the main pollutant of nature? For example, until we can provide employment 

and purchasing power for necessities to the tribes and other peoples living in or near the jungle, we 

cannot prevent them from seeking a livelihood in the forests, prevent poaching , and the destruction 

of vegetation. If they feel disadvantaged, how can we encourage them to protect animals? How can 

we speak to those who live in villages and slums about keeping the oceans, rivers, and air clean when 

their own lives are polluted at their source? The environment cannot be improved in conditions of 

poverty. And poverty cannot be eliminated without the use of the achievements of modern science 

and technology” (Pulyarkin, 1981). It is these provisions that formed the basis for further linking the 

priorities of socio-economic modernization and sustainable development in the country.  

In 1992, India participated in the famous UN Conference on Environment and Development ("Earth 

Summit") held in Rio de Janeiro, which adopted "Agenda 21" (Grubb, et al., 2019). For this 

Conference, India prepared a special document in which i t outlined its environmental problems and 
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indicated the ways in which it solves them (a kind of environmental report), with particular emphasis 

on linking socio-economic development problems with environmental problems. In addition, in this 

document, India presented its vision of the tasks and prospects of the Conference, which can be 

briefly summarized as follows (Nachiappan, 2020). 

The Conference should deal with the problems of the international economic order, the direction of 

international trade (including representatives of wildlife or their parts), and the system for 

distributing global financial assistance to individual countries to solve their environmental problems 

(in this regard, India stated that it does not need “ne ither colonialism nor charity”, but the 

management of global environmental funds should be in the hands of the entire world community, 

and not individual developed countries) (Pulyarkin, 1981). 

The problem of the global transfer of environmentally sound technologies to developing countries 

should be considered. (For the first time, Rajiv Gandhi mentioned the worldwide spread of 

environmentally friendly technologies at a meeting of members of the Non-Aligned Movement in 

1989; at this Conference, India put forward the idea of creating a Planetary Protection Fund that 

could distribute such technologies) (Grubb, et al., 2019). 

An "Earth Charter" should be developed, containing the basic principles of the economic and 

environmental "behavior" of countries and peoples - a kind of moral environmental code 

(Nachiappan, 2020). At the same time, the Charter should indicate that developed and developing 

countries have different goals and priorities for environmental management, although they are aimed 

at solving common problems. On this occasion, the thesis “care and share” was voiced at the 

Conference – “concern” about the state of the environment and “distribution” of responsibility for 

environmental problems. 

At the same time, India stated that each individual country, considering the decisions of the 

Conference, should develop its own environmental programs that meet its specific conditions  

(Mitcham, 2006). According to India, if, for example, cutting down forests and selling timber brings 

economic income to a particular country, then, first, it is this country that should take care of restoring 

its forest cover, and not act on the principle of "profits apart - losses together." Global efforts should 

solve the problems of pollution of the atmosphere, the oceans, etc.  

At this Conference, India has consistently championed the interests of developing countries. The 

Indian Prime Minister Narasimha Rao, opening the three-day meeting of the heads of state of the 

Conference, said, referring to the attempts of developed countries to extract political and economic 

advantages in exchange for environmental assistance to developing countries, that “the economic 

abundance of some should not be based on the environmental need of many (Sharma, 2001). 

Thus, throughout the entire period of its independent development (including before the start of 

liberalization reforms in the last decade of the 20th century), India was very successful in developing 

directions and methods for combining the priorities of socio-economic modernization and sustainable 

development, which made it one of the leading states. in this area and became an integral part of the 

subsequent policy of turning the country into a "world office" with the construction of a knowledge-

intensive society living in harmony with nature. At present, the Indian Ministry of Environment and 

Forests in its activities continue to be “guided by the principle of supporting sustainable development 

and improving human well-being” (Nachiappan, 2020), that is, it combines economic interests with 

environmental ones. 

Mention should also be made of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's five pledges on behalf of India 

when addressing the 26th United Nations Framework Conference on Climate Change (COP 26) in 

Glasgow, Scotland. He said: “In the midst of this global brainstorming session on climate change, on 

behalf of India, I want to introduce the five elements of nectar, Panchamrit, to address this issue. 

First, India will reach 500 GW of non-fossil energy by 2030. Second, by 2030, India will meet 50 

percent of its energy needs from renewable energy sources.  Thirdly, India will reduce its total 
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estimated carbon emissions by one billion (billion) tons by 2030. Fourth, India will reduce the carbon 

intensity of its economy to less than 45 percent by 2030. And fifth, by 2070, India will reach the Net 

Zero goal” (Ahluwalia & Patel, 2021). Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that despite India 

being home to 17 percent of the world's population, India accounts for only five percent of carbon 

dioxide emissions. Despite this, India has left no stone unturned in fulfilling its duty. Modi said that 

since the majority of carbon emissions are produced by developed countries, they should always keep 

their climate finance promises. He said carbon emissions would be controlled in the same way, 

climate finance would now be controlled in the same way so that developed countries could be 

pressured (Ibid). 

2.3. Intangible Cultural Heritage as a Civilizational Ethos: The 
Strength in diversity 

The history of India is present for the study of the world as a nurturing of many civilizations covering 

more than five thousand years in its cultural section. The people and their lives, as well as their dance 

and music styles, art and handicrafts, and many other aspects of Indian culture and tradition provide 

a true image of the country's identity (Chatterjee & Dhirendramohan, 2016). 

Dr. AL Basham in his article "Cultural History of India" has mentioned that "while the four main 

origin centers of civilization progressed from east to west, China, India, the Fertile Crescent , and the 

Mediterranean region, especially Greece and Rome, India gets the most credit because it has made a 

deep impact on the cultural life of most of the regions of the continent of Asia. It has left a deep 

impression of its culture directly and indirectly on other parts of the world as well" (1975).  

Indian culture is as diverse as the country's wide geography. People here speak various languages, 

dress in various styles, practice various religions, and eat various foods, but their foundation is still 

the same (Chatterjee & Dhirendramohan, 2016).  So, whether it's a happy moment or a sad one, 

people get involved totally, sharing their delight or sorrow. A festival or event is not limited to a 

single-family or home. An occasion is celebrated by the entire community or neighborhood. 

Similarly, neighbors and friends are crucial in reducing stress.  

At present, the global image of India is that of an emerging and progressive nation. True, India has 

crossed many boundaries in recent years in all fields, such as commerce, technology, and 

development, etc., and at the same time has not neglected its other creative intellect  (Khandekar, 

2016). The nation has given science to the world, which is continuously pract iced in India since time 

immemorial. Ayurveda is a unique system of medicine that uses only herbs and natural weeds to cure 

every condition on the planet (Chatterjee & Dhirendramohan, 2016). The Ramayana, an ancient 

Indian epic, also mentions Ayurveda. Even now, when the Western notion of medicine has reached 

its pinnacle, some people seek out alternative treatments for a wide range of ailments  (Ibid). 

In the words of Adi Shankaracharya, who has bound the whole of India in the thread of cultural unity, 

character, modesty, and virtue are synonymous words (1981). This integrity of character makes the 

life of any person valuable and makes him/her a devotee of faith. 

According to Valmiki Ramayana, a scholar becomes an object of praise by a scholarship, but a man 

of character becomes respected by the ideal of his character and becomes established in the heart of 

people by creating respect for himself (Saklani, 2018). It is described in Valmiki Ramayana that not 

a single kami i.e. mischievous, miser, cruel, uneducated, and atheist man was seen in Ayodhya. All 

men and women were religious, temperate, virtuous, happy, and pure in heart. No householder was 

inside the city of Ayodhya who did not follow the rules of Agnihotra, petty, - thief, misdemeanor and 

adulterous (Ibid). 

That same spirit was present in the golden moments of history when the West was coming from India 

with a hopeful vision - with the desire to learn and get something (Saraswati, 1978). About two and 

a half thousand years ago, in the Mauryan period in 303 BC, Seleucus sent his ambassador 
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Magasthenes Pataliputra under the rule of Emperor Chandragupta Maurya. He has written in his book 

Indica – the people here were unfamiliar with the practice of locking their houses. His knowledge  

was wonderfully glorious. Honesty was everywhere in the small section of Indian society  (Ibid). 

In 629 AD, the Chinese traveler Hiuen Tsang came to India and in his words, Indians were very 

truthful and dignified (Saraswati, 1978). They always took care of sins and virtues. Their behavior 

was sweet and gentle. The number of criminals and rebels in the country was very less. When a 

person brought the law, immediate action was taken against him. Similarly, Fahien, another Chinese 

traveler during the Gupta period, has described the high character of citizens in India  (Ibid). 

India is a country of unity in diversity where people of different sects, castes and religions live 

together. India is also called the country of unity in diversity because different groups of people work 

together with each other to live in the same society. Unity in diversity has also become the strength 

of India (Chatterjee & Dhirendramohan, 2016). 

Aurangzeb's historian Shafi Khan, while describing the character of Shivaji Maharaj, writes that 

Shivaji Maratha had made it a rule that wherever his soldiers reached during the war, they should not 

harm any mosque or book of God or any woman (Radhakrishnan, 1929). Whenever a copy of the 

Holy Quran came into his hands, he kept it with respect and gave it to one of his Muslim followers. 

Similarly, all the soldiers and camps of Shivaji were free from all defects of character. The ideal of 

'Matrivat Pardareshu' mentioned in the scriptures was alive here till he touched the women of the 

conquered territories (Ibid). 

2.3.1. The Ideology “World is my family”  

Hindutva is an ideology whereas the core religion is Sanatan (Khandekar, 2016). The Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam is the fundamental rite of Sanatan Dharma and its worldview, which is documented in 

numerous scriptures, including the Maha Upanishad.  Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam does not at all mean 

that Hindutva people will capture the whole world, or the world belongs to them. Hindutva ideology 

is defamed by giving such ant shunt interpretation in terrorist training camps. this is unfair . Hindutva 

means a fraternity, a harmony, and the rite of taking everyone along (Ibid). 

The name 'Sanatan Dharma' is given to the religion of the Indian subcontinent in the Vedic period  

(Mitra & Srinivasan, 2006). The word 'Sanatan' means 'eternal' or 'everlasting,' implying that it has 

no beginning or end. In the spirit of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,' cultural diplomacy describes 'we' in 

the context of global goodwill. Sanatan Dharma is basically an Indian religion, which at some point 

has spread to the whole of Greater India (Indian subcontinent). The majority of the population of this 

region of the world believes in this religion even after heavy conversions due to various reasons  

(Ibid). "This path is eternal. All gods and human beings have been born and progressed through this 

path. Human beings do not destroy your mother as the basis of your birth" (Rigveda-3-18-1). Our 

sages in the deep state of meditation and salvation, knowing the secret of Brahman, the universe , and 

the soul, had clearly expressed it. By removing the concept of 'Moksha', its importance was explained 

(Ibid). 

It is clear that cultural diplomacy is not new to India. In fact, a better phrase for this would be a 

civilized conversation, where a belief in the normality of human sensibilities outweighs political and 

economic aberrations. In the spirit of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,' cultural diplomacy describes 'we' 

in the context of global goodwill (Chaudhuri, 2020). It advocates harmonious coexistence, not hostile 

competition. 'Sarvesham Swasti Bhavatu' calls for the welfare of every human being . Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam means where one and all Vasudha i.e. binds our land into one family, speaks of the 

emotional expansion of the impact of one's thoughts and actions on a person. Vasudeva Kutumbakam 

is the main mantra of our Hindu religion, which is also called Sanatana Dharma.  At the global level, 

this is the core of Indian ideology. Literally, this means that the earth is a family. This is also written 

in the lobby of the parliament building (Ibid).   
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History is witness that the great thinkers and emperors of India have always tried for the welfare of 

the whole world. For example, when the Chakravarti Emperor Ashoka the Great got enlightened from 

the evils of war, then he feared war for self-peace and adopted Buddhism (Mishra, 2007). It is not 

only those great emperors but also the generous and detailed characters of the pillar of the great 

Indian culture, which showed the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and this message of Buddhism 

is dedicated not only in India but also outside India to its own children as messengers. Whereas all 

the foreigners who came to our country tried to rob India, they only considered India as their own 

market (Ibid). Despite this, history tells that Indians always respected the cultures, languages, and 

religions of all countries and made their part easily. To infuse the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, 

every person has to develop the flower of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in their own soul.  

If we try to understand the spiritual approach of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, then it tells  us that more 

and more people should be bound in the bonds of intimacy. It teaches every human being to share 

happiness and sorrow together. It gives the knowledge that one should get more pleasure in 

performing duty keeping one's rights secondary. If we rise above our differences and become a liberal 

character, consider humanity as one religion above all religions, forget discrimination , etc., then the 

dream of Vasudev Kutumbakam can be realized. 
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3. Methods 

This chapter presents the methodology of the study. First, the mixed methods approach is elaborated on and 

the components that will make up this case: systematic literature review and survey. After that, the material 

is presented followed by a description of the procedure for data collection. The last sections of this chapter 

discuss limitations, reliability, and validity as well as ethical considerations. 

3.1. Mixed methods approach 

To address the research question of “What is the role of cultural heritage in the Indian  model of the 

clean energy transition?”, this study uses a mixed-methods approach. Research combining qualitative 

and quantitative approaches is a growing field in methodology, favored because i t allows for a more 

complete understanding of research problems than either approach could provide on its own 

(Creswell, 2014). The empirical research is conducted according to the narrative strategy which 

focuses on the role of cultural heritage in the Indian model of clean energy transition and what its 

role is in the transformation process. Specifically, the paper is trying to expand on focusing on the 

clean energy sector in India. The search was conducted throughout February 2021. 

A systematic literature review (SLR) is used to answer the research questions in this work, with the 

goal of ensuring high-quality results, maximizing objectivity, and allowing the research to be 

replicated. The SLR seeks to map and evaluate the key literature in order to ident ify research gaps 

and present the topic area's knowledge limits. This specificity aligns with the author ’s goal of 

avoiding literature reviews in reports and conference proceedings, which are frequently not subjected 

to a thorough peer-review procedure.  As an empirical driven project, this research is characterized 

by the complexity of collecting sufficient primary data with the goal of gathering research that looks 

at the relationship between intangible cultural heritage and the clean energy sector. Therefore, it is 

based on a review of relevant secondary materials and data on the topic. The background part mainly 

derives from peer-reviewed articles, handbooks, and journals from open sources of Uppsala 

University/SLU libraries and digital databases such as JSTOR, ScienceOpen, and Google Scholar. In 

this research, the case study is performed by investigating gathered findings through chosen theories 

and then drawing conclusions about the research subject. 

The next stages are be performed by collecting the relevant data from all stakeholders and followed 

by arrangement, gathering more input for refinement of research questions. The survey is fully 

transcribed and subsequently analyzed, together with the web pages. The full survey is provided in 

Appendix 1. The last stage will cover findings and summarize the main conclusions.  In this research, 

the case study is performed by investigating gathered findings through chosen theories and then 

drawing conclusions about the research subject. 

 

Figure 2: Flowchart of the systematic research process. Made by the author (2022). 
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3.2.  Descriptive statistical analysis 

The survey material will be subjected to secondary analysis. It is highly beneficial to use this type of 

analysis when working on a degree project, as Bryman (2011) points out. The material for the study 

was collected through surveys with different stakeholders in order to understand the comparison in 

different directions. These companies and startups are engaged to the green energy sector in India. 

The list of stakeholders:  

• Loom Solar PVT. LTD. (producing solar panels and lithium batteries) 

• Steamax Envirocare (providing low-cost biomass combustion technologies, taking care of the 

biomass supply chain, and other allied services) 

• Xynteo (reinvent growth, using its partnerships and projects to enable innovation and 

collaboration across industries, sectors and geographies) 

• Log9 Materials (producing the rapid charging battery technology) 

• Avaada Energy (producing energy from renewable resources) 

• Indian Biogas Association 

• Sea6 Energy (developing sustainable solutions in the food fuel and feed sectors, large scale 

biomass production systems, and related infrastructure) 

To analyze the survey material a statistical analysis will be carried out. Within statistical analysis , 

one can either use inferential statistics or descriptive statistics where the former is used to say 

something about a population and the latter to summarize information from a sample. This study will 

use descriptive statistical analysis to understand the results of the survey material. Statistical analysis 

is at its core understanding the meaning of data. Initially, in order to collect information, it was 

decided to contact the companies directly via e-mail. To survey the required target group, an email 

was sent to 21 companies to distribute the questionnaire among workers. However, after a long wait, 

no positive responses were received. Subsequently, the author decided to find a target group of people 

through the LinkedIn social network and contact employees of different companies individually.  

3.2.1.  Survey material 

As a result, 52 participants working in the energy sector in India completed the questionnaire.  All 

participants were representatives of the private sector in green energy. There were no participants 

from government agencies or facilities. The survey was designed as a stakeholder survey to capture 

the reflection of intangible cultural heritage in the practice of clean energy companies in India.  The 

appendix contains the entire survey where the analyzed questions are highlighted.  

The main purpose of the questions was to understand whether values are reflected in the activities of 

organizations, and if so, to what extent. As this study is focusing on companies these answers were 

extracted from the entire survey in most of the figures. The questionnaire consisted of two types of 

questions: a statement question that must be assessed on a seven-point scale and questions that 

required short answers. Most questions were accompanied by an additional box for clarification or 

additional examples. 
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Figure 3: Survey results, statement-based question -Indian cultural values are reflected in the 

activities of the company. Made by the author (2022). 

In addition to the statement base questions, there were also short yes or no questions.  They were able 

to help clarify certain components of ICH such as architecture or dress code and understand which 

of them were reflected in practice. 

 

Figure 4: Survey results, yes/no question -Do you come to work in traditional costumes during 

traditional holidays? Made by the author (2022). 

3.3. Limitations 

According to Price and Murnan (2004), it is imperative that researchers disclose the limitations of 

their studies. They distinguish between limitations arising from systemic biases, out of the 

researcher's control, and delimitations arising from the research design. The limitations co uld 

furthermore be grouped into threats against internal validity and threats against external validity. 

Validity and reliability should moreover be considered when discussing the quality of the study 

(Bryman, 2011). A study's validity is determined by whether it can perform the tasks it is supposed 

to do. A reliable study is one that produces the same results when it is repeated several times.   

One limitation of the study is that the sample size for the survey could have been larger. The survey 

also had a relatively low response frequency. However, important in this context is, that even though 

it is quantitative data collection, the survey material is meant to capture and showcase relevant 

opinions on ICH, not to generalize the findings. Because of this dynamic, the outcome of the survey 

material is still considered relevant and rewarding. 

Another limitation was the inaccessibility of state representatives. It was decided to organize two 

interviews with government representatives: The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy Sources of 

India, which is responsible for research and development, intellectual property protection and 

international cooperation, promotion and coordination in the field of renewable energy sources such 

as wind power, small hydropower, biogas and solar power (MNRE, n.d.), and Ministry of Culture in 
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India, which is responsible for the preservation and development of culture and art in the country 

(MC, 2022). Unfortunately, after contacting them and asking for the interviews no response was 

received. Initially, it was planned to focus on the role of the Indian state and its policies in the 

application of HCI in the energy sector. However, after it was not possible to contact them, it wa s 

decided to involve the private sector. 
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4. Results 

To understand the role of cultural heritage in the Indian model of the clean energy transition, two 

different areas were explored: the governmental approach and new initiatives in the green 

transitional process (bibliometric analysis) and the role of intangible cultural heritage in the 

organizations and start-ups (quantitative analysis). To make it easier to understand the importance 

of access to electricity, the chapter begins with a chapter  on its relationship to the HDI. 

4.1. Access to electricity, Human Development Index, and per 
capita energy usage 

One of the crucial elements of the world is energy. Whether it's jobs, security, climate change, food 

production or increased income, access to energy for all is a defining factor (Albergostergaard, et al., 

2019). For development and high quality of life, it is prime to have access to contemporary, reliable, 

and cost-effective energy services.  It is extremely important to improve living conditions: by freeing 

up time from household chores (for example, washing clothes or cooking); increas ing labor 

productivity; health improvement; and digital connections to local and global networks. Sustainable 

energy is essential to strengthen economies, protect ecosystems and achieve social justice. More than 

a billion people around the world do not have access to electricity, and countries that generate enough 

electricity face the dual challenge of meeting skyrocketing demand for electricity and protecting the 

environment (IEA, et al., 2019). 

Every fifth inhabitant of the Earth does not have access to electricity. Most of these people live in 

about 12 countries in Africa and Asia (UN, n.d.). Under such conditions, women and girls are forced 

to spend a lot of time fetching water for household needs, vaccines cannot be stored in clinics, 

schoolchildren cannot do their homework at night, and entrepreneurs cannot be competitive. 

Furthermore, 2.8 billion people cook and heat with wood, charcoal, manure, and coal, leading  in 

much more than 4 million fatalities each year from household air pollution (Ibid).  

Mankind is accustomed to extracting energy from fossil fuels (coal, oil , and gas). However, when 

hydrocarbon fuels are burned, greenhouse gases are released into the atmosphere, which has already 

caused climate change and harmed the environment. In addition, these fossil resources of the planet 

are finite. At the same time, electricity consumption around the world is growing rapidly, and its 

absence can bring the economy to a halt (IEA, et al., 2019). 

 

Figure 5: Renewables and low-carbon share in power generation in the Net Zero Scenario,  2000-

2030. Source: IEA (2021) 
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Any country's socioeconomic progress is influenced by its energy intensity. The global geopolitical 

environment is always shifting, and it has a significant impact on energy-importing countries' 

domestic policies in terms of building and maintaining their energy independence (Kaygusuz, 2012). 

In this context, an increasing amount of academic and financial resources are being concentrated on 

improving energy efficiency across the board, from production to consumption.   In their energy 

policies, more and more countries are emphasizing energy efficiency, the environment, and energy 

security. An underlying factor in the base and growth of the energy sector is the regulation of the 

state. 

Analyzing the stages of development of the majority of countries, it can be concluded that after the 

country is going through a stage of rapid population growth, a stage of outstripping growth in energy 

consumption and industrialization economy, and further - the growth of GDP per capita, which 

outstrips the growth of energy consumption, which is associated with the formation of a post -

industrial economy and the expansion the share of the less energy-intensive service sector in it 

(Kaygusuz, 2012). This objective regularity leads to the fundamental difference between the level 

and dynamics of primary energy consumption per capita in developed and developing countrie s. In 

developing countries, as wealth grows per capita energy consumption is on the rise, while developed 

countries are already passed the peak of per capita energy consumption (Rohit & Shouvik, 2020). A 

situation is possible in which developing countries,  with outpacing population growth, will not be 

able to significantly increase per capita energy consumption, i.e., they will face the problem of energy 

poverty (Ibid). 

There are various ways to evaluate living standards in countries. One of these is the human 

development index, which is an annual indicator used to compare and measure life quality, literacy, 

education, and longevity as the major features of the studied area's human potential (Lind, 2019).  

The HDI is an indicator created by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) that measures 

how developed a society is (Ranis, et al., 2006). The main purpose of this indicator is to obtain 

objective data on the standard of living that exists in every country in the world, thus detecting 

possible shortcomings and directing future international assistance programs to eliminate them. 

These funds may include financial resources to revitalize the economy, as well as assistance to the 

country in the creation of educational and medical structures to improve the cultural level and the 

level of health of the population (Ibid). 

The world is entering a new stage of energy development, when, after many decades of continuous 

growth in energy consumption, economic growth for the first time began to “break away” from 

growth in energy consumption. In many of the most economically and technologically advanced 

countries (OECD members) volumes of primary energy consumption has stabilized, and in some 

(certain European countries, in Japan) have already begun to gradually decline (Lind, 2019). 

 

Figure 6: Energy use per person (Energy use not only includes electricity  but also other areas of 

consumption including transport, heating, and cooking). Source: Our World in Data Based on BP 

& Shift Data Portal (2020) 
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Now renewable energy is directly related to innovative development. New technologies and their 

deployment provide opportunities for investment and job creation, which contributes to the economic 

development of countries. In recent years, alternative energy has attracted mor e and more investors 

and companies that not only invest in the development of various projects but also create departments 

dealing with renewable energy issues. While companies such as Ecotricity, Good Energy Company 

or E.ON have focused on one type of alternative energy - wind or tidal energy, other companies (such 

as RES and Infinis) are trying to cover all areas (Albergostergaard, et al., 2019). The latter even has 

a work incentive program that provides subsidies for leading a green lifestyle - buying electric cars 

or installing solar panels (Ibid). These are energy companies. There are many companies that supply 

turbines, solar panels, and individual structural parts. And companies that do conventional energy 

but have renewable divisions, like BP or British Gas, which is investing more than £1.2bn in 

alternative energy and have wind farms already in operation. There are many regional associations 

(East of England Energy Group), which include a group of small companies operating in various 

areas of alternative energy (Kaygusuz, 2012). 

 

Figure 7: Share of primary energy from renewable sources. Source: Our World in Data Based on 

BP Statistical Review of World Energy (2020) 

4.2. The Indian climate diplomacy 

It is obvious that the last years are also very important years for climate diplomacy, as the Conference 

of the Parties in Paris is seen as important in terms of achieving global results. What the world really 

needs is a fair climate deal that keeps the global temperature rise below 2 degrees Celsius, o therwise, 

the consequences could be very catastrophic (Blenkinsopp & Kirwan, 2013). Its detrimental effects 

are being observed in many vulnerable parts of the world. However, ahead of the General Conference 

to be held in December, India reaffirmed its commitment to a comprehensive and fair agreement. 

India has assured the UN that it will cut its carbon emissions by 33-35 percent by 2030 (Ibid).  
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Figure 8: Global Carbon Emissions from Fossil Fuels, 1900-2014. Source: Boden, T.A., Marland 

G., and Andres, R.J. (2017)  

Along with this, India has also decided to generate 40 percent of its electricity by 2030 from non -

fossil fuel sources (Kumar & Gupta, 2019). This is a continuation of the previous goal. Emission 

intensity is the number of carbon emissions needed to produce a $1 product. According to the Union 

Environment Minister, India has set eight goals in INDC. The most ambitious of these goals is to 

increase the share of non-fossil energy to 40 percent by 2030. Let's just say that these fuels are less 

polluting than fuels made from conventional fuel sources. In addition, so many forests will be 

developed that they will absorb 2.5-3 tons of carbon dioxide. According to initial estimates, India 

will have to spend about 14 million rupees on this. Looking at global statistics, China is the most 

polluting country in the world (about 25 percent) emitting carbon dioxide  (IEA, 2021).  

India is in a unique position regarding climate change. It is the most populous country whose citizens 

are in danger due to the constantly warming world. If the world is to meet the target of keeping the 

temperature below 2°C, then India will have to make rapid changes in its development roadmap as 

India has made progress toward meeting its climate goals as a member of the G20 (Dubash & 

Rajamani, 2015). First of all, resolutions have been taken by moving forward. Therefore, India's 

leadership on climate change is not just a matter of keeping its promises, it is an acknowledgment of 

the country's global responsibility but also a fact that India needs to promote carbon emissions 

reduction ambitions (Ibid). It will also have to bear the huge cost of implementation – all this while 

meeting the aspirations of the country's young population and ensuring a comprehensive economic 

transformation.  

Like developed economies, India's green transition is not a matter of compensating in areas where 

carbon emission levels are to be reduced, but rather a matter of reintegration into other profitable 

sectors. Unlike the upper-middle-class economies of East Asian countries, India has not already been 

heavily industrialized to enable a smooth transition from manufacturing to a service -based economy 

and reduce carbon emissions (Ahluwalia & Patel, 2021). India's commitment to reduce the level of 

carbon emissions in the economy by 45 per cent by 2030 (above 2005 levels) is, thus, far greater than 

other economies, as it requires very different levels of development for carbon-based development. 

projects need to be turned away. Such green development would certainly be unprecedented, but it 

would require finding an alternative to India to reach a high-income status, which should be 

completely different from all the projects before it  (Dubash & Rajamani, 2015). 
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In some sectors, India has already demonstrated its ability to transform and reduce carbon emissions, 

and so is the renewable energy sector. In India, about 45 percent of greenhouse gas emissions come 

from the power generation sector – knowing that India has huge reserves of coal, it is a priority for 

developing states to address energy shortages and increase supplies. By the end of 2021, India has 

added more than 100 GW of renewable energy capacity and during the COP 26 conference, the Prime 

Minister has resolved to increase the capacity of non-fossil fuels in the country to 500 GW by 2030 

(Ahluwalia & Patel, 2021). India now has one of the lowest-cost plans in the world for solar power 

– reflecting the country's traditional prowess in supply-side renewables (Ibid). 

Figure 9: India's market size and global share in clean energy technologies, 2019 and in the Stated 

Policies Scenario, 2040. Source: IEA, India Energy Outlook (2021) 

4.3. Alternative energy in India 

India is actively expanding its presence in the renewable energy market  (Rohit & Shouvik, 2020). 

India is already the world's sixth most energy-consuming country. Alternative energy accounts for 

only 5% of the country's total producing capacity. India is heavily reliant on oil imports, which 

account for more than 30% of the country's energy demands, 70% of which are impor ted. India also 

has a well-developed bioethanol industry (the 4th largest producer in the world). Therefore, energy 

independence is one of the top priorities for India. The government set targets to ensure energy 

security by 2020 and energy independence by 2030 (Ibid). 

India occupies an important position in the wind energy market, both in terms of installed capacity 

(4th in the world) and in terms of capacity growth (Carolin Mabel & Fernandez, 2008). Solar energy 

occupies an insignificant place in the country, which is associated with the high cost of technology. 

However, India now produces photovoltaic cells with a capacity of about 65 MW, and the state plans 

to further develop this area (Naveen Kumar, et al., 2012) Biodiesel is still in its early stages of 

development The government is trying to encourage farmers to plant crops for its production, 

however, these measures do not bring tangible results (Naveen Kumar, et al., 2012). The country's 

hydropower capacity is 33.9 GW, of which only about 5% (1.7 GW) comes from small plants. By 

2020, India expects to increase hydro generation by 50GW. According to experts, its hydropower 

potential is 150GW, of which only 23% is used. India also has significant potential for geothermal 

energy - a geological survey has identified 350 hot springs in the northwestern and western parts of 

India. The geothermal potential is estimated to be 10 GW, however, it is practically not developed 

(Ibid).  
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Investments in renewable energy sources come mainly from the domestic market: from domestic 

banks, private investors, and the state (Carolin Mabel & Fernandez, 2008). The Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy (MNRE) is India's most active investor today. Its capital was recently increased 

to $226 million, which will allow him to invest large sums in projects. In 2006 about half of the 

venture capital investments ($100 million) were directed to increasing the capacity of wi nd turbines. 

As for investments, it is necessary to note the annual increase in their volume. There is no doubt that 

the development of alternative energy in India will proceed at a rapid pace (Ibid).  

4.3.1. India’s contemporary focus on green energy 

One of the first areas of application of environmentally friendly achievements of scientific and 

technological progress was the energy sector. Quite early in the country, attempts were made to find 

alternative energy sources, at least for domestic needs, because, according to the Indian ecologist A. 

Sharma, “until alternative energy sources are sufficiently developed, the idea, for example, of forest 

conservation will remain purely academic” (Dreyer et al., 1988).  

New research on changes in the Indian energy sector has been released by the International Energy 

Agency. (IEA, 2021). Over the next twenty years, the country is projected to experience the largest 

increase in demand for energy resources in the world. The future of the Indian energy market, 

according to IEA experts, may be associated with the priority development of the so -called clean 

energy, but the choice in favor of renewable energy sources is determined by government policy and 

investment in this segment. In the meantime, according to the agency's forecast, in the next twenty 

years, Indian energy will grow by about the same amount of capacity as is required throughout Europe 

today. The IEA proposes to the government of the country to focus, first, on the development of solar 

energy. According to forecasts, it is this energy source that will come out on top in the Indian energy 

mix (Ibid). 

Now India occupies third place (after the United States and China) in terms of consumption of energy 

resources. The combination of urban population growth, the economy, and industrialization of the 

country creates unique opportunities for increasing energy consumption. Among the most pressing 

problems facing the country, the IEA highlights the growing dependence of the Indian market on 

expensive energy imports, air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions (IEA, 2021). 

 

Figure 10: Changes in the share of power generation in India in the Stated Policies Scenario,  

2010-2040. Source: IEA, India Energy Outlook (2021) 
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The International Energy Agency suggests that the Indian government focus on the issue of 

electrifying the industrial sector based on renewable energy (IEA, 2021). Electrification, efficiency, 

and fuel switching are also major tools in the transport segment, along with resolutely moving 

towards building a reliable infrastructure and moving more goods with the help of railways, which 

will soon be electrified in India. The country faces several complex energy security challenges. 

India's cumulative imports of fossil fuels are projected to triple over the next two decades, with oil 

accounting for most of the increase. Domestic oil and gas production continue to lag growth in 

consumption, as a result, by 2040 India's dependence on imported oil will grow to a share of 90% 

(from 75% today). A threat to energy security may also arise in the domestic market of India, 

primarily in the electricity sector, which requires a significant increase in the flexibility of the energy 

system and an improvement in the financial condition of companies involved in the distribution of 

electricity (Ibid).  

4.3.2. Key Initiatives from India 

The International Solar Alliance was jointly launched by India and France in 2015 during the 21st 

conference of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21) in Paris 

(Oguntuase, 2022). The purpose of starting this is to find solutions together to solve the major 

challenges for the promotion of solar energy. Most of the countries involved in this alliance are 

located between the Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn. That is, these countries are located at the 

shortest distance from the Sun and a lot of solar energy is available in these countries throughout the 

year. Through this initiative, there are plans to make maximum use of this renewable energy in these 

countries (Ibid). 

During his visit to London, the Prime Minister talked about connecting the nations with the son of 

the Sun (Gulati & Kacker, 2016). The PM says that there are 102 countries in the world, which are 

sons of the sun, that is, where solar energy can be put to good use. He said that India can become a 

sun power nation. For this, they have started the work of generating 150 GW of energy from solar 

energy, wind energy, and renewable energy. The PM believes that with their experience in green 

finance and technology, they are in a better position to promote the supply of safe, affordable, and 

sustainable energy and combat climate change (Ibid). Not only this, he committed to working together 

with British Prime Minister David Cameron to deal with climate change. Both countries believe that 

climate change is one of the global challenges of this century, which is having adverse effects at the 

national and international levels (Shidore, 2019).  

Both countries agreed to enhance energy cooperation between the two countries and promote future 

cooperation in areas such as electricity market reform, energy efficiency, coastal wind, solar energy, 

smart grids, energy storage, and off-grid renewable energy services. At the same time, the two leaders 

have also committed to work together for a comprehensive agreement under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNPCCC) at the Paris climate conference in December 

2015 (Boudes, 2011). So that with this the global temperature will be kept within reach below the 

limit of two degrees. Cameron emphasized Britain's commitment to cutting greenhouse gas emissions 

by at least 80 percent by 2050. India also made a commitment to cut greenhouse gas emissions by at 

least 80 percent by 2030 (Gulati & Kacker, 2016).  

Another new initiative was launched on 23 September at the United Nations Climate Change Action 

Plan Summit. Its goal is to move the world's largest greenhouse gas-emitting industries to a low-

carbon economy (LeadIt, n.d.). The leader group includes Argentina, Finland, France, Germany, 

Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, South Korea, and the UK, as well as India and Sweden, and 

a group of companies including Dalmia Cement, DSM, Heathrow Airport, LKAB, Mahindra. 

Schiphol Group, Scania, SpiceJet, SSAB, ThyssenKrupp and Vattenfall make up the group of 

industry transition leaders. The group will stimulate the transition to hard -to-reach carbonate and 

energy-intensive sectors. This global initiative has been supported by a number of organizations such 

as the World Economic Forum, the Energy Transition Commission, the Innovation Mission, the 
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Stockholm Environment Institute, and the European Climate Fund in support of this ambitious public-

private effort. Industries such as steel, aluminum cement, aviation and shipping have higher emission 

levels. By 2050, these fields will produce 15.7 Gt of gas. International cooperation between countries 

and industry groups will ensure the creation of implementable policies, promotion , and joint 

investments in low-carbon infrastructure (Ibid). 

4.4. The role of the government: plan for the protection of 
intangible cultural heritage 

India has a vast heritage of vibrant and diverse cultural traditions, and traditional expressions with 

masterpieces of intangible cultural heritage, which has been institutionalized with the objective of 

addressing the areas important for the existence and dissemination  of these art forms of cultural 

heritage. There is a need to provide support and encouragement. Although such conservation efforts 

are being carried out in a fragmented manner, the need for an institutionalized and central livery 

scheme is being felt, in order to increase commercial awareness and interest in the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage, in a systematic manner. Concerted efforts should be made in the direction of preserving 

and promoting. 

For this purpose, the Ministry of Culture has launched the scheme named "Scheme for Conservation 

of India’s Intangible Cultural Heritage and Diverse Cultural Traditions" . It has been formulated to 

undertake activities and projects for strengthening the protection, preservation, and promotion of the 

rich intangible cultural heritage of India. 

The objective of the scheme is to support and strengthen the wider recognition and acceptance, 

dissemination, preservation, and promotion of India's rich, diverse, and vast intangible cultural 

heritage, including its recognition by UNESCO, with the efforts of various stakeholders. The 

objective of this scheme is to provide assistance to different institutions, universities, state 

governments, union territory administrations, non-culture ministries, societies or non-governmental 

organizations engaged in the preservation and promotion of intangible cultural heritage, cultural 

expressions, etc., and to provide assistance to persons, researchers, scholars, professionals engaged 

in research, training, preservation, perpetuation, dissemination and promotion of intangible cultural 

heritage, cultural expressions etc. The scheme is more comprehensive in nature, as it covers all ICH 

forms in India. The Ministry of Culture is already running several schemes like Cultural Festival 

Grant Scheme, Salary/Building Grant Scheme, and Scholarship/Fellowship Scheme. These schemes 

cover only specific areas to preserve and promote India's ICHs. However, the scheme takes a 

comprehensive approach covering the entire range of ICH's recognized verticals as well as the diverse 

cultural traditions of India. Accordingly, financial assistance will be provided for the following 

activities relating to the Intangible Cultural Heritage/Miscellaneous Cultural Traditions of India  for 

documentation, data generation, cataloguing etc. for the purpose of creation of national, state, district, 

and local level registers for the comprehensive list of intangible cultural heritage.  

Now, this program and its expiring ones are under implementation. Anyone who meets certain criteria 

can apply. Notably, this initiative is also part of the Vision 2024 of the Ministry of Culturetion 

Qualification Framework (NVEQF). 

4.5. The role of NGOs and start-ups 

Along with intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental international organizations and start-

ups are gaining more and more weight in matters of protecting cultural property. According to the 

material that was obtained through the questionnaire, various objects and their relation to the 

preservation and use of ICH in one's own practice were analysed. It was found that many participants 

are trying to save and use Indian cultural values in the activities of the companies: some more, some 

less. However, this task was not carried out at the proper level for all representatives, or it was carr ied 

out only on the initials level. The most popular form of their manifestation was the observance of 
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traditional holidays, rituals, and events, which were celebrated on various occasions. India is a 

multinational and multicultural state, so holidays of various religions are celebrated there, which are 

naturally celebrated everywhere, including the companies that were interviewed. These holidays are 

Onam, Ugadi, Dongal, Dushera, Diwali, Christmas, Navratri Pooja, Holi, Eid, Deepawali, Ugadi, 

Dussera, Ram Navami, etc.  

When it came to the use of traditional elements in architecture or building design, it became clear 

that unfortunately, this was not a widely used practice in start-ups and local companies. Only three 

companies stated that they used traditional motifs in office design. Among them, designs that reflect 

the message in an indigenous manner, Buddha statue, the traditional old symbols and logos, and 

money plants were noted. The remaining companies decorate their offices based on modern western 

architecture and noted that was the only area where the influence of Indian culture wouldn’t notice.  

According to statistical questions, it became clear that when it came to dress code, many stakeholders 

had no restrictions and allowed employees to come to work in absolutely anything within the 

framework of ethical standards. During traditional celebrations, there was also no obligation to wear 

traditional clothing. However, the result showed that more than 80% of the participants preferred to 

wear traditional outfits on a volunteer basis. 

 

Figures 11 and 12: The graphs from the survey. Made by the author (2022). 

Since the focus of this study is directed to the green energy sector, questions were asked regarding 

sustainable development and stakeholder policies in that direction. Most of the companies followed 

zero -waste policy. For instance, one of the target companies was into developing and revamping the 

Indian energy sector through various initiatives especially in developing safe and environmentally 

friendly Lithium-ion batteries which could be recycled. According to its corporate social 

responsibility, that reduced its carbon footprint by developing more ways to implement a sustainable 
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approach. The welfare of humanity was also a very essential part of achieving sustainable 

development. Some companies mentioned the practice of meditation which promotes good mental 

health. 

“…Every culture practices some form of sustainability…”  

“…Conserving nature, being non-materialistic and respecting all life forms is our culture….”  

It is also necessary to note the practice of such an organisation as Avaada, which is a solar energy 

developer company. The meaning of “Avaada” is the promise of a sustainable future for society. In 

addition to this, it performs various CSR activities at near-site villages by helping them in women 

empowerment or a new school for students and many more things. The first program includes 

activities aimed at empowering women, such as stitching and embroidery instruction, beauty services, 

and data input (Avaada Solar, 2021). In the previous two years, at least 500 women have benefited 

from these initiatives (Ibid). 

According to many ideologies at the heart of Indian culture, respect for nature is an important 

component of it. Example of "Arthashastra" which focuses on the description of severe punishments 

and fines for cutting branches or trees proves this. The results of the questionnaire showed that only 

36.4% of participants stated that this practice was manifested in the activities of the company where 

they worked.  It was also noted that there were such important instruments as littering and pollution 

laws and the environmental guidelines, which were the initiatives of only two companies.  
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5. Discussion 

Presented here is an interpretation of the study's findings. 

This study has aimed to answer the research question “What is the role of intangible cultural heritage 

in the Indian model of the clean energy transition?” The following discussion will be based on the 

findings from both in-depth literature reviews and a survey.  

India is an emerging economy, market, and second most populous country in the world. Experts 

believe that India can play an important role in terms of climate diplomacy. There is a need for India 

to place climate change and global warming at the top of its foreign policy agenda. In this way , India 

can also benefit from self-reports. India needs to develop a developmental model with respect to its 

climate diplomacy that focuses on adaptation and considers all of India's needs with climate change 

and engagement with the West on issues such as finance and technology (Jayaram, 2019). The 

economic benefits of a country through technical cooperation for the environment can ensure lasting 

engagement with another country and the impact of which can be seen on global actions as well. 

Germany's reduction in renewable energy prices through its domestic programs is a classic example 

of its support for global renewable energy prices (Ibid).  

Similarly, if India also reflects renewable energy in its national priorities in an accurate and correct 

manner, it will increase India's importance in the international efforts for climate change. Ind ia's 

stance on climate diplomacy evolved in the 1990s by highlighting the issue of environmental 

colonialism through the principle of 'Equal but Differentiated Responsibilities'  (Jayaram, 2019). 

Which inspired India to establish an organization like the International Solar Alliance. As part of the 

International Solar Alliance, which aims to reduce dependence on traditional energy resources, a goal 

has been set to invest one thousand billion US dollars by 2030 to increase solar energy production 

worldwide (Shidore & Busby, 2019). As part of this alliance, the necessary efforts are being made to 

reduce dependence on traditional energy sources.  

5.1. Key findings 

Despite this, it becomes clear that taking into account the ICH is not always included in such global 

decisions and plans of the state. The protection of objects of cultural heritage is one of the acute 

problems that worry the broad masses more and more. The protection of the cultural property is 

understood as a set of international legal norms providing for the cooperation of states in the 

protection and use of these values, international measures designed to protect heritage from 

destruction, death, and loss, and the creation of conditions for the exchange of cultural values of 

different peoples. Although India currently has programs in place to support ICH, they are still in the 

implementation phase. A large role in this process belongs to the Ministry of Culture, but the energy 

sector is not considered a separate sector of interest. The programs are targeted at individuals and are 

voluntary. It should also be noted that this program was launched relatively recently and does not yet 

know the first "graduates" who could allow the effectiveness of this plan. However, results from 

individual companies give us insight into the extent to which ICH is reflected in the current clean 

energy practices. 

Analysis of the results obtained through the questionnaire showed that the practice of private 

organizations includes cultural values in their strategy, being motivated only from their own side.   

” …Intangible cultural heritage is a part of a society practicing from a long back. We should keep that 

and sustain it without compromising anything…” 

The office work of clean energy companies also consists of a well -known routine. Using traditional 

knowledge, workers are trying to comply with the principles of reuse/reduce/recycle, trying to reduce 

the use of plastic and in some cases to minimize it.  It is also interesting to note that one of the 
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interviewed companies claimed to use a traditional water storage vessel  ‘Surahi’. It allows to preserve 

the beneficial properties of water and keeps it cold for a long time. Festivals and traditional holidays 

which are common forms of cultural celebration are also mentioned in the literature because they are 

an emblematic example of immaterial cultural heritage. They are also unique events with a strong 

cultural component that can contribute significantly to community life and economic development. 

As shown by the results in the clean energy sector in India, the celebration is the most pronounced 

form that is supported on a voluntary basis. This form is expressed with respect for all existing and 

practicing religions and confessions.  

Today, Corporate Social Responsibility is an integral part of many companies. It is a pleasant fact 

that some companies emphasize that certain principles for the development of their strategy are based 

on Indian cultural values. This is especially observed in such areas as empowerment, environment, 

and health. For the development and implementation of ICH in the strategy of companies, CSR can 

be an excellent tool. 
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6. Conclusion 

This final chapter of the study summarizes the findings and suggests areas of interest for future 

research building on the discoveries outlaid. 

Economic, social, and environmental directions of sustainable development, along with issues of 

peace and security are not separate areas of action as such but are closely related to each oth er. 

Considering positive synergy in all directions, the achievement of these common goals requires a 

holistic approach to policy (Tan, et al., 2020). Intangible cultural heritage can support efficiently 

sustainable development in each of these areas, therefore, its protection is of fundamental value in 

achieving the future we want for everyone.  

As it became known, now there is no specific state support for the implementation of cultural values 

in the clean energy sector of the country. However, it is worth noting that the role of individual 

companies and start-ups in shaping the relationship between the company's strategy and ICH is huge. 

Many are trying to improve their policies based on traditional knowledge and va lues, which are 

manifesting themselves successfully, but there is no definite model supported by the state yet.  

Taking into consideration the research question we can say that the studied areas showed quite 

different results. As it became clear, in large state projects aimed at green energy, the focus is 

manifested only mainly on supplying the population with clean energy, and other important 

components such as cultural values are unfortunately not considered. The role of ICH in organizations 

and start-ups is manifested much more. This is especially felt in the celebration of various events, 

caring for the well-being of their employees, as well as in the use of traditional knowledge.  

This study demonstrates that there are enough extremely restricted viewpoints on intangible heritage, 

particularly when it comes to the already widely recognized and crucial role that ICH plays in 

discussions about sustainability. If ICH is to be fully integrated in sustainable ways, the author 

recommends that future research take this essential function into account. Other manifestations of 

ICH that can positively contribute to clean energy transition must also be examined by the 

government and organizations. This article recommends that the importance of ICH is recognized 

and that it be used as a paradigm shift for green energy to reach its aims. 

This field is still relatively new but due to the increased presence of ICH in the clean energy sector, 

it could be expected to grow. There are multiple areas where future research would be of interest. To 

build on this study and broaden the scope, different initiatives could be investigated. For example, to 

understand the role of the state, it is necessary to wait at least 3-5 years to see the result of programs 

that have just begun to be implemented or are at the implementation stage. This applies to the global 

initiatives that have been considered in this paper. 
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9. Appendix 

The result of the survey is presented below. In the last graph the used answers were included.  

# The question Type of 

the 

question 

Results 

1 First of all, please indicate in 

which 

company/organization/public 

administration you work. 

Open 
• Log9 materials  

• Solar loom  

• Avaada Energy  

• Xynteo 

• Steamax Envirocare 

• Sea6 Energy 

• Indian Biogas Association 

• Repos Energy Pvt Ltd. 

• Financial Services 

• Kenersys 

• Enercon India, Greenko, Engie  

• ReNew 

2 Please, write down your 

email 

Open The survey promised this information to be anonymous. 

3 Indian cultural values are 

reflected in the activities of 

our company. 

Statement 

based 

 

4 If yes, how and in what way 

is this reflected (observance 

of traditional holidays or 

rituals, maintenance of the 

local population in traditional 

craftsmanship, etc.) in your 

activities or policy? 

Open Observing traditional holidays and making sure every 

culture gets appreciated and treated equally. 

Traditional holidays, rituals are celebrated on various 

occasions. 

In several ways 

Traditional holidays, taking care & cleaning of the 

environment, using traditional & modern ways to carry 

out business operations 
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Keeping in mind and paying attention to the all cultural 

and national days.  

Holidays, rituals 

Reflected But On Initial Levels Only 

Our holidays are aligned with the Indian calendar, so be 

it Eid or Diwali, we would definitely have a break. 

That’s one of the ways in which you could notice a 

cultural rub-off in the organisation 

Yes we are celebrating our local communities festivals 

at our place. We have CSR activities for the different 

communities depending upon the requirement. 

5 The celebration of seasonal 

festivals, traditional holidays 

etc. is a part of our company. 

Statement 

based 

 

6 How and in what way is this 

reflected? Please, name the 

holidays. 

Open Onam is a traditional festival in the southern part of 

India and is widely celebrated in the state of Kerala, 

then there's Ugadi, Pongal, Dusshera, Diwali, and 

finally Christmas is celebrated by everyone regardless 

of their religious backgrounds or ethnicity  

Diwali, Navratri Pooja, Christmas, Holi, Eid,  

Deepawali, Ugadi, Dussera, Ram Navami 

India celebrates many holidays as we have people from 

various backgrounds & beliefs. We celebrate 

hindu,islamic, christian, and national holidays. 

We try to celebrate every and single day whether it is 
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related to environment or national days. 

Attire, vernacular language. Diwali, Eid, Christmas 

Gandhi Jayanti  

We celebrate Eid, Diwali, Holi, Christmas, and many 

more at our office 

Festivals we celebrate at site Ganesh Chaturti, Diwali, 

Etc.. 

7 Traditional elements are used 

in the design of our office (or 

in the architecture of the 

building). 

Statement 

based 

 

 

8 Please, give examples. Open Buddha statue , Avaada name itself meaning promise of 

sustainable future to the society, money plants 

Wood, tiles ceramic, plastic, bricks are also elements 

I'd consider traditional  

Yes as we are a company which focus on sustainability 

and we have created a zero carbon emissions 

environment.  

Only the interiors portray the cultural thing. We 

however make sure that documentation reflect the 

message in Indigeneous manner.  

The Traditional Old symbols and logos 

Ours is based on a pretty modern western architecture 

so that’s one area where one wouldn’t notice the 
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influence of Indian culture  

We are constructing the offices based on vastu shashtra 

(Tradition of India) 

9 Do you have a specific 

mandatory uniform that you 

wear every working day? 

Yes/No 

 

10 If yes, identify the style of it 

(formal, traditional or other) 

Open T-shirts on special occasions  

Formal 

Formal & traditional at occasions 

Its neutral  

We’re allowed to wear whatever we want to, as long as 

it’s not too gaudy 

Formal & Company Working Uniform 

11 Do you come to work in 

traditional costumes during 

traditional holidays? 

Yes/No  

 

12 Our company cares for the 

welfare of humanity and 

planet. 

Statement 

based 
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13 How and in what way is this 

reflected in your activities or 

policy? 

Open Our company is into developing and revamping the 

Indian energy sector through various initiatives 

especially in developing safe and environmentally 

friendly Lithium-ion batteries which can be recycled. 

We are also making sure to reduce our carbon footprint 

by developing more ways to implement sustainable 

approach  

Avaada itself is a solar energy developer company.In 

additional with this we perform various CSR activities 

at near site villages by helping them in women 

empowerment or new school for students and many 

more things. 

We help industries switch to renewable energy to help 

reduce emissions and climate change 

We are manufacturer of biomass fuel blend.. And we 

work in and for enrichment of the environment.  

Zero waste policy 

The organisation and the senior management 

encourages everyone to meditate which promotes good 

mental health and ours is a completely tech driven 

organisation so we limit the use of paper as much as we 

can, which indeed contributes towards the welfare of 

the planet in some way or the other   

Not much.   

14 Protection of nature is 

essential part of our strategy 

(my company). 

Statement 

based 
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15 How and in what way is this 

reflected in your activities or 

policy? 

Open Reducing the CO2 footprint  

We help in reducing Carbon footprint from atmosphere 

and contributing to society in a sustainable way by 

developing electricity from sun. 

We supply biomass fuels & equipment that support 

biomass to help companies reduce pollution 

We manufacture zero carbon emissions equipments. 

All the organic wastes are recycled along with other 

activities 

Ours is a tech-driven company where we’ve limited the 

use of paper and I feel that goes a long way towards 

protecting the nature  

By conducting CSR, Environmental safety policy.   

16 If damage to nature is caused 

by an individual or the whole 

company, then a fine or other 

punishment will be issued. 

Statement 

based 

 

17 How and in what way is this 

reflected in your activities or 

policy? 

Open The policies are there and has to be well adhered and 

the National Green Tribunal is the one which is 

responsible for making the policies.  

We are taught to care about nature and to reduce carbon 

footprint as much as we can. 

We have littering and pollution laws as we have to 

follow the environmental guidelines.  

Its neutral  

We don't believe in making it a must but we educate our 
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employees and colleagues to have enough wisdom to 

act properly 

If an individual tries to cause any sort of damage to the 

nature, then he/she would be charged a hefty penalty for 

the same and they might even get expelled  

We have these policies, but not faced any issues. 

18 If on the part of an individual 

or the whole company a 

positive deed is done in favor 

of nature, then a reward will 

be presented. 

Statement 

based 

 

 

19 How and in what way is this 

reflected in your activities or 

policy? 

Open Indian culture respects all forms of life. Welfare of 

plants and animals is well appreciated in our company 

Not necessarily a reward but as team we always ensure 

the company has a positive image after all we are a 

energy solutions company.  

We try to organize varieties of competition and 

campaign related to nature and environment. 

Recognition, bonus 

The individual who’s done such a deed shall be credited 

for the same and be rewarded so that his/her 

contributions are recognised  

We have rewards & recognition for such works 

20 We do use our traditional 

knowledge to 

Statement 

based 
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reuse/recycle/reduce. 

 

21 Please, give examples. Open Recycling plastic on our campus 

Reuse and recycle paper. Reduce Water & electricity 

usage 

Using steel cups and plates has been quite common in 

most companies. This prevents wastage of cutlery. 

reuse plastic, cardboard, paper cups etc 

Go green is our moto.  

Surahi utilization, no plastic bottles  

We have a machine in our office where we could dump 

any sort of used paper which gets converted into some 

sort of a pulp which ultimately gets reused to make 

paper 

We don't use traditional knowledge 

22 Indian cultural values affect 

our corporate social 

responsibility. 

Statement 

based 

 

 

23 Please, give examples. Open Indian culture is pretty diverse and our social 

responsibilities multiply with how each culture decides 
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to fill in.  

Indian cultural values taught you to be adaptive in 

nature, responsible, kind to others, learning attitude & 

supportive to your juniors that got reflected in every 

senior of my company. 

Modesty and sharing is very much part of Indian 

culture. The same is reflected in our company's social 

activities 

CSR should ultimately be responsible for building the 

foundation of any country and what better that putting 

a well established culture surviving properly from 

thousands of years 

Our CSR activities are pretty much in conjunction with 

the Indian culture. Especially during traditional days, 

we try to give back to the society as much as we can in 

numerous ways 

No not all 

24 In what way is your culture 

reflected in your daily life? 

Open Unity in diversity from different states and countries. 

In many, many, many ways. The way one greets their 

peer and subordinates. The way we dress, the way we 

respect money, the way we take food. 

We always give back to our country by helping people 

with environmental pollution.  

In behaviour, working and thinking 

The fact that my company celebrates all the major 

traditional days of the religions of our nation is a big 

indicator of how culturally infused my organisation is 

The values, expectations, and practices that guide and 
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inform the actions of all team members. 

25 How do you understand the 

connection between 

intangible cultural heritage 

and sustainability? 

Open Intangible cultural heritage are a part of society 

practicing from a long back.We should keep that and 

sustain without compromising anything. It makes feel 

us to be connected from our ancestors in a qualitative 

way. 

Conserving nature, being non-materialistic  and 

respecting all life forms is our culture. This is by itself 

the foundation of sustainable life styles. 

Every culture practices some form of sustainability & i 

respect and support people who do anything for the 

benefit of the society  

Considering three verticals of any sustainability i.e., 

technical, financial and social, without cultural heritage 

all three will fall apart 

 

Without a proper culture, survival would become very 

very difficult! Culture and the heritage get passed on 

from one generation to the other, which ultimately 

makes the culture more and more sustainable and adds 

up to its perpetual character  

It helps with intercultural dialogue, and encourages 

mutual respect for other ways of life. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


