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Anti‑proliferative 
and immunomodulatory potencies 
of cinnamon oil on Ehrlich ascites 
carcinoma bearing mice
Dalia S. Morsi1, Sobhy Hassab El‑Nabi1, Mona A. Elmaghraby1, Ola A. Abu Ali2, Eman Fayad3, 
Shaden A. M. Khalifa4, Hesham R. El‑Seedi5,6,7,8* & Islam M. El‑Garawani1*

Cinnamon is a well‑known natural spice and flavoring substance used worldwide. The objective of the 
present work is to explore the possible antitumor and immunomodulatory potencies of cinnamon 
essential oil (Cinn) on Ehrlich ascites carcinoma (EAC). A total of fifty female Swiss albino mice were 
sub‑grouped into five groups (n = 10), namely, normal (a non‑tumorized and non‑treated) group; EAC‑
tumorized and non‑treated group; Cinn (non‑tumorized mice received Cinn, 50 mg/kg per body weight 
daily) group; a group of EAC‑tumorized mice treated with Cinn and the final positive control group of 
EAC‑tumorized mice received cisplatin. Eight compounds were identified from Cinn using UPLC‑MS‑
Qtof and NMR analysis. Compared to EAC untreated group, Cinn successfully (P < 0.05) inhibited tumor 
growth by reducing tumor cell count (45%), viability (53%) and, proliferation accompanied by the 
inhibition of tumor growth rate. Moreover, a significant (P < 0.05) arrest in the cell cycle at  G0/G1 phase 
was noticed following Cinn treatments (~ 24.5%) compared to EAC group. Moreover, Cinn markedly 
evoked an antitumor immune response by elevating the percentage of splenic T helper  (CD3+CD4+) 
and T cytotoxic  (CD3+CD8+) cells. It is noteworthy that Cinn treatments significantly restored different 
hematological alterations as well as liver and kidney functions in EAC‑tumorized mice. In conclusion, 
results suggest that Cinn has a good antitumor and immunostimulatory potencies against Ehrlich 
ascites carcinoma in vivo. The mechanism underlying its antitumor activity may be attributed to its 
immunostimulatory effects which increase its potential as a promising anticancer candidate.

Despite crucial developments in systemic treatments, radiotherapy, and surgical approaches, cancer is incurable 
in many cases, and one of the main causes leading to death in different  communities1. However, conventional 
chemotherapies are critical for many cancers treatment; their success is limited due to many factors such as the 
development of drug-resistant, absence of sensitivity to targeted cells and adverse toxic  effects2. Due to these 
reasons, getting the new alternative remedies to combat accountable side-effects become essential global demand.

Natural products are important sources of new anticancer entities. Recently, the total of the commercial 
drugs originated from natural sources reach over 60% from plants, animals, fungi and  bacteria3–5. Owing to 
their components, the biological activities of these natural medicinal products are of interest. One of the most 
frequently used herbal remedies is cinnamon which has several bioactivities, as  antioxidant6, strong antipyretic, 
 antibacterial7 and anti-inflammatory  agent8. Moreover, cinnamon was recorded to have anti-microbial, antihyper-
glycemic, anticancer impact, in addition to decreasing cardiovascular risk, and enhancing cognitive  functions9. 
Recently, the anticancer properties of cinnamon through induction of cell apoptosis and reducing tumor cell 
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proliferation were  reported10,11. The antiproliferative and apoptotic efficacies of cinnamon can be owed to its abil-
ity to stimulate the cytolytic activity of  CD8+ T lymphocytes through increasing the IFN- γ and TNF-α, besides 
up-regulating the levels of granzymes (granzymes B and C) and perforin protein concomitant to stimulate the 
programmed cell  death12. Furthermore, cinnamon exerts anti-inflammatory potency through suppressing the 
expression of many proinflammatory mediators such as monocyte chemoattractant protein-1, monokine induced 
by gamma interferon (MIG), interferon-inducible T cell alpha chemoattractant and interferon gamma-induced 
protein  1013. Collectively, cinnamon exerts antineoplastic effect by controlling many signaling pathways such 
as iNOS, cyclooxygenase-II (COX-II), hypoxia inducible factor 1 alpha (HIF-1α), tumor necrosis factor alpha 
(TNF-α), interleukin (IL)-6, nuclear factor- қβ (NF-қβ), prostaglandin E2 (PGE2), MIG, macrophage colony-
stimulating factor (M-CSF), monocyte chemoattractant protein-1, interferon gamma-induced protein10, and 
interferon-inducible T cell α  chemoattractants14. Essential oils (EOs) are complex and multifuctional plant-based 
chemicals that have been utilized for ages to cure and prevent a variety of  illnesses15,16. EOs may contain from 
20 to 60 constituents in different concentrations, where 2 or 3 of them are mainly  known15,17,18. Many research-
ers revealed that essential oils have diverse biological activities including anticonvulsant, anti-inflammatory 
and analgesic  effects19–21. Because of the wide variety and complicated blend of EO ingredients, as well as their 
multiple functional groups, it is assumed that EOs do not have a single cellular target, and that each complex 
mixture initiates different cellular  effects16–18 . However, it’s vital to evaluate the minor elements of an EO, as well 
as the differences in cellular effects that occur when the constituents are combined in an EO blend versus when 
the constituents are isolated. In accordance, Dias and his colleagues et al.17 demonstrated that minor constitu-
ents have both synergistic and antagonistic effects, and thus play a key part in the overall impact of EOs on a 
wide range of cell  types14. The main compound in the cinnamon oil is  cinnamaldehyde18,19. Cinnamaldehyde or 
transcinnamaldehyde is known by its antimicrobial, antipyretic and anti-inflammatory  potencies18, also it exert 
anticancer activities via controlling tumor cell growth, proliferation capabilities, inducing apoptosis and necrosis 
of tumor  cells19,20. Another active ingredients of cinnamon oil are eugenol and cinnamic acid which are known 
by their antitumorgenesis role through inducing tumor cell apoptosis and exerting antioxidative  properties14,21,22. 
The current study aimed to investigate the in vivo anticancer properties of cinnamon oil against Ehrlich ascites 
carcinoma and its possible attribution to the immunostimulatory effects. To the best of our knowledge, this is the 
first work dealing with the correlation between the antitumor role of cinnamon oil and changes in the studied 
immune-checkpoints in a tumorized animal model.

Results
Structure determination of secondary metabolites. Eight compounds were identified from cinna-
mon oil as shown in Table 1 and Fig. 1, 2.

LC–MS‑MS and NMR analysis. Cinnamaldehyde, elucidated from Cinnamon oil displayed an  [M+] ion 
at m/z 133.0787 in the ( +) HRESIMS spectrum consistent with the molecular formula  C9H8O. 1HNMR data 
(Table 2, Figs. 3, 4) exhibited one deshielded aldehydic signal at δH 9.74 ppm, two aromatic peaks at δH 7.43 and 
7.57 ppm correlated to five protons of the benzene ring. Two protons at δH 7.48 ppm doublet with J coupling 
16 Hz and doublet-doublet J coupling 16.0, 7.7 Hz indicating the alpha–beta unsaturated ketone. 13CNMR qua-
ternary carbon at δC 128.41 was correlated to aromatic ring carbon, two deshielded carbons at δC 193.59 and 
152.62 ppm related to the aldehydic carbon and beta carbon of alpha–beta unsaturated ketone and alpha carbon 
showed at δC 128.53. Finally, the aromatic five carbons were displayed at δC 129.02 and 128.4.

Effect of cinnamon oil on tumor burden and the survival of EAC‑bearing mice. The results 
revealed that treatment with Cinn led to a significant reduction (65%) in peritoneal ascites volume compared to 
the EAC group (Fig. 5A, B). The tumor cell counts (Fig. 5C) and cell viability (Fig. 5D) were reduced compared 
to the untreated group by approximately 45 and 53% respectively (Fig. 5A). Moreover, the treatment with Cinn 
induced about 53.5% tumor growth inhibition when compared with the EAC-bearing mice (Table 3). However, 
mean survival time (MST) of EAC-bearing mice treated with Cinn was 25 days while the EAC group showed 
22 days. The increase in life span (ILS) was recognized to about 13.64% in Cinn-treated group in respect to the 
EAC group (Table 3, Fig. 5E).

Table 1.  Identified compounds from cinnamon oil.

Compound name Precursor ion [M +  H]+ (m/z) M.F Product ions  MS2 (m/z)

2 Methoxy-4-(2-propenyl)phenol 165.20 C10H12O2 165.11, 153.07, 135.13

p-Mentha-1(7),5-dien-2-ol 153.24 C10H16O 153.7, 133.08, 125.07

3-Hydroxy-2-methoxycinnamaldehyde 179.19 C10H10O3 179.083, 161.07, 147.06

Cinnamophilin D 221.27 C13H16O3 219.12, 165.11, 14,710, 115.07

2-Methoxybenzaldehyde 137.15 C8H8O2 137.07

Cinnamaldehyde 133.16 C9H8O 133.08, 118.00

Cinnamic acid 149.16 C9H8O2 149.07, 131.06
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Figure 1.  MS spectrums showing the secondary metabolites identified from cinnamon oil.
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Figure 2.  The secondary metabolites identified from cinnamon oil.

Table 2.  Chemical shifts (δ, ppm) of cinnamaldehyde.

Atom 1H 13C

1 9.74 193.59

2 6.74 128.53

3 7.50 152.66

4 – 131.18

5, 9 7.59 128.41

6, 7, 8 7.47 129.02

Figure 3.  1H NMR spectrum of cinnamaldehyde.
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Physical parameters. Results revealed that treatment of non-tumorized mice with cinnamon oil led to a 
significant (P < 0.05) decrease in body weight and spleen index and a significant (P < 0.05) increase in thymus 
index compared to the control group. Cisplatin treatment of EAC group decreased (P < 0.05) the body weight 
accompanied by a significant increase in thymus index, while caused a non-significant change in spleen index 
relative to EAC control group. Treatment of EAC-bearing mice with cinnamon oil led to a decrease in body 
weight (P < 0.05) accompanied by significant increase in spleen index, while causing non-significant changes in 
thymus index compared to EAC control group and Cis group (Fig. 6). Finally, Cinnamon oil attained to restore 
animals’ body weight and spleen index to be near to those of normal non-tumorized and non-treated mice.

Quantification of EAC apoptosis/necrosis. In order to assess the antitumor effect of Cinn on EAC 
cells, flow cytometric analysis of apoptosis was performed (Fig. 7A). The results clarified that Cinn significantly 
(P < 0.05) reduced the apoptotic events by ~ 45.5 and 21% compared to EAC-bearing mice and Cis-treated group 
respectively. However, the necrosis was significantly increased (~ 434.5 and 520%) in the Cinn-treated group 
related to the EAC-bearing mice and Cis-treated group respectively (Fig. 7C).

Cell cycle distribution of EAC. Considering the effect of Cinn on EAC cells using the flow cytometric 
analysis of the cell cycle distribution in treated and control groups (Fig. 7B), Cinn showed a significant (P < 0.05) 
arrest of the cell cycle in the  G0/G1 phase supported by an elevated accumulation of cells’ population (~ 24.5%) 
compared to EAC group. However, Cis treatment caused a significant (P < 0.05) S phase arrest as confirmed by 
the increased EAC population by ~ 197% compared to the EAC group (Fig. 7D).

Assessment of EAC cells’ DNA fragmentation. The extracted total genomic DNA samples of control 
and treated EAC groups were resolved on agarose gel (Fig. 8A). The control group did not show DNA fragmenta-
tion. However, the tumor cells from Cinn-treated mice showed evidence of necrosis which was indicated by the 
presence of smeared DNA fragmentation. Furthermore, the Cis-treated group revealed a significant reduction 
in cells reflected by the decreased optical density of isolated DNA. This reduction reached ~ 80 & 73.5% in the 
Cinn-treated group compared with EAC-bearing mice and Cis-treated group respectively (Fig. 8B).

Antiproliferative effect of cinn on EAC cells. To investigate the antiproliferative potency of Cinn on 
EAC, Ki67-nuclear protein expressed cells were evaluated by the flow cytometric analysis in control and treated 
groups (Fig. 9). Results revealed that the control EAC group exhibited the highest proliferative properties with 
49.8 ± 1.8% of the Ki67 positive cells. However, Cinn-treated mice displayed a significant decline in the tumor 
cell proliferation rate with Ki67 expression percentage reaching 34.4 ± 2.2% with respect to EAC-bearing ani-

Figure 4.  13C NMR spectrum of cinnamaldehyde.
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mals. Additionally, cisplatin treatment significantly reduced the proliferative capabilities of the tumor with 
27.5 ± 2.2% of the Ki67 expressed cells compared to EAC group.

Phenotypic distribution of splenocytes. The treatment of EAC-bearing mice with Cinn revealed a 
significant rise (~ 34.1%) in the percentage of both T helper  (CD3+CD4+) and by about 35.4% for T cytotoxic 
 (CD3+CD8+) splenocytes compared to those of the control mice (~ 10.2% & 19.1% respectively) (Fig. 10, 11). 
On the other hand, treatment of tumorized mice with Cinn decreased (P < 0.05) the percentage of T regula-
tory  (CD4+CD25+) splenocytes by approximately 12.8% compared to 48.4% of the control group (Fig.  12). 
While, cinnamon oil treatment of EAC-bearing mice caused non-significant changes in the percentage of 

Figure 5.  Effect of cinnamon essential oil (Cinn., 50 mg/kg/day, orally) on tumor burden in EAC-bearing mice. 
(A) changes in ascites volume; (B) changes in the macroscopic figures of EAC mice; (C) changes in tumor cell 
count; (D) tumor cell viability; (E) Kaplan–Meier survival curve. Cinn. markedly led to a decrease in ascites 
volume, tumor cell count and tumor cell viability beside enhancing survival of the tumorized mice. All values 
were presented as Mean ± SD, (n = 3). Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different 
letters. Cis, cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).

Table 3.  The effect of cinnamon essential oil on the EAC-tumor burden and survival. Data were shown 
as mean ± SD, (n = 3). EAC, Ehrlich ascites carcinoma; Cis, Cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p); Cinn, Cinnamon 
essential oil (50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally). Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by 
different letters. TIR, tumor inhibition rate; MST, mean survival time; ILS, increase in life span.

TIR (%) MST ILS (%)

EAC 0 22 0

EAC + Cis 99.77 43 95.45

EAC + Cinn 53.57 25 13.64
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 CD3-CD8+CD56+ spleen cells compared to control mice (Fig. 13). In order to link the Cinn treatment with the 
immune cell-mediated anticancer effect, the correlation between immune cell changes and Cinn anti-cancer 
effects was evaluated. Ki67 expression was significantly correlated with the percentage of  CD3+CD4+ (R = 1.00; 
P-value = 0.005). However, the antiproliferative potency was supported by a negative correlation of Ki67 expres-
sion with the percentage of  CD3+CD8+ cells (R = − 0.932; P-value = 0.236). Furthermore, there was a negative 
correlation between the percentage of  CD3-CD8+CD56+ and both of apoptotic and necrotic events (R = -0.924; 
P-value = 0.250, R = − 0.833; P-value = 0.374, respectively).

Hematological parameters. The hematological changes were observed in treated EAC-bearing mice 
and control (Table 4). The results proved that the mice received Cinn exhibited a significant (P < 0.05) eleva-
tion in the count of total white blood cells (WBCs), hematocrit value and relative granulocyte count. However, 
the decreased (P < 0.05) relative lymphocyte count was noticed, while, there were no significant changes in the 
count of red blood cells (RBCs), hemoglobin content (Hb) and platelet count compared to normal healthy con-
trol. Moreover, cisplatin treatment caused a significant decrease in the count of total white blood cells (WBCs) 
and relative granulocyte count accompanied by an increase (P < 0.05) in platelet count and relative lymphocyte 
count. Non-significant changes in the count of red blood cells (RBCs) and hemoglobin content compared to 
the EAC control group. Furthermore, treatment of EAC-bearing mice with cinnamon oil led to a significant 
(P < 0.05) improvement in WBCs count, RBCs count, hemoglobin content, platelet count, relative lymphocytes 
and granulocytes when compared to the EAC control group and Cis-treated group. Collectively, treatment with 
cinnamon oil partially succeeded to restore many hematological parameters toward the normal values.

Biochemical evaluations. Results showed in Table 5 revealed a non-significant changes in ALT, AST, urea 
and creatinine serum levels in Cinn-treated mice when compared to normal healthy control. Tumor growth was 
correlated with changes in liver and kidney functions as approved by the elevated (P < 0.05) levels of serum AST, 
ALT, urea and creatinine. Cisplatin treatment significantly deminished serum ALT and AST concentrations, 
while caused a non-significant changes in urea and creatinine serum levels compared to EAC group. Cinn treat-
ment of EAC-bearing mice led to an improvement (P < 0.05) in ALT, AST and urea serum levels accompanied by 
non-significant change in serum creatinine levels when compared to EAC group and Cis-treated group. Taken 
together, cinnamon oil attained to ameliorate liver and kidney functions toward the normal levels.

Discussion
The conventional chemotherapies associated with serious side effects, which limit their therapeutic application 
in diverse cancers. Complementary and alternative medicines such as traditional herbal medicine become the 
corner stone of new medication strategies, especially for cancer  cure23,24. The advantage of therapeutics from 
natural origins is that it targets various similar signaling inputs in different physiological events as in the organ-
ism of origin and thus playing the same defence mechanism that enables the natural pure elemts to eliminate the 
harmful insults, and cleare them from the body, and even at larger quantities may have less detrimental toxicity 
in comparison to synthetic  agents25. The current study showed that cinnamon oil has anti-tumor effect through 
reducing tumor cell count, tumor cell viability, ascites volume and the rate of tumor progression. These results 
were supported by the previous report demonstrating the suppression of melanoma cell line (B16F10 and Clone 
M3 mouse melanoma cells) in vivo and in vitro by  cinnamon12. In line, essential cinnamon oil has been proved 
to exert significant anti-cancer potential towards head and neck squamous cell carcinoma by decreasing tumor 
weight and increasing tumor inhibition rate in nude mouse model utilizing Hep-2 cells. Moreover, essential 

Figure 6.  Changes in body weight, spleen and thymus indices following treatment with cinnamon essential oil 
(Cinn, 50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally) revealing that Cinn essential oil partially succeeded to retrieve body weight, 
spleen and thymus indices to their normal values. All values were presented as Mean ± SD, (n = 3). Significant 
differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different letters. Cis, cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).
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cinnamon oil has been proved to decrease laryngeal carcinoma cell line (Hep-2) tumor burden by 43.5% through 
suppressing the activity of epidermal growth factor receptor tyrosine  kinase13. The immune system’s major organs 
are thymus and spleen. The thymus is the main place for T-cell differentiation, maturation, and also linked to 
humoral immunity. The spleen involved in the production of immune cells and monocytes. Thus, the body’s 
immune function could be reflected by thymus and spleen indices. Herein, the treatment of EAC-bearing animals 
with cinnamon oil significantly increased the spleen index, and slightly increased the thymus index relative to 

Figure 7.  The antitumor effect of cinnamon essential oil (Cinn, 50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally) on Ehrlich ascites 
carcinoma (EAC) after 12 days of the treatments revealing that Cinn succeded to control tumor cells’ growth 
by inducing apoptosis and necrosis and cell cycle arrest at  G0/G1 phase. The flow cytometric quantification 
of apoptosis and cell cycle distribution was performed using Annexin V-FITC/PI assay and PI staining, 
respectively. (A) Flow cytometric dot plot presentations show the percentages of apoptotic and necrotic events, 
(B) Flow cytometric histograms show the distribution of the cell cycle phases, (C & D). The statistical data of 
treated and control groups of apoptosis/necrosis and cell cycle phases respectively. All values were presented 
as mean ± SD, (n = 3). Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different letters. Cis, 
cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).
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EAC control group and Cis group suggesting the protective role of cinnamon oil on the mice immune organs. 
Similarly, previous studies were in agreement regarding the increased indices of immune organs in response 
to natural components when compared to tumorized animal models and those received  chemotherapeutics26.

Deregulated proliferation and apoptosis are the key players of all cancer development and they present critical 
targets for therapeutic  interventions27. The current results clarified that cinnamon oil caused a significant reduc-
tion in tumor cells proliferation through reducing the nuclear protein Ki67 expression. In addition, Cinn led to 
a significant arrest of cell cycle in  G0/G1 phase. This came in accordance with Schoene et al.28 results exclaiming 
that cinnamon decreased the proliferation and arrested the cell cycle of myeloid cell lines (Jurkat, Wurzburg, and 
U937 cells) in  G2/M phase by decreasing the activity of intracellular phosphatase. Similarly, the in vitro anticancer 
effect against HNSCC cells and the suppression of the tumor growth in Hep-2 xenograft were  documented19.

Cinnamaldehyde, an active ingredient of the cinnamon park, was found to arrest Jurkat and U397 leukemia 
cells in  G2/M  phase29 and HCT116 colon cancer  cells30,31. The anti-proliferative potency against MCF-7  cells30 
and both HL60 promyelocytic leukemia cells were investigated  too32. Furthermore, in vitro  G1 cell cycle arrest 
was noticed in human metastatic melanoma cell lines (A375, G361, LOX) with cinnamaldehyde  administration33. 
Another constituent of cinnamon, cinnamic acid, displayed antioxidant immunomodulatory, anti-inflammatory, 
and anticancer  potencies34. The antiproliferative and induction of  G0/G1 arrest in lung cancer stem cells has been 
reported with cinnamic acid  treatment35. Furthermore, some derivatives of cinnamic acid have been proved to 
have antitumor and anti-proliferative potencies in vitro against many human cancer cell lines including HT-29, 
A-549, OAW-42, MDA-MB-23,  HeLa36,37. Interestingly, Liu et al.20 investigated possible mechanisms of cin-
namaldehyde action in breast cancer treatment; they fundamentally explained the neuroactive ligand-receptor 
interaction, and NFқ-B, cAMP, PI3K-AKt, PPAR, BDNF signaling pathways. Moreover, cinnamophillin (another 
constituent of cinnamon oil) was previously reported as a free radical  scavenger38–40 which may have contributed 
positively to the improvement of the health status of treated mice. The current results suggest that the antican-
cer activity of Cinn may be linked with the inhibition of epidermal growth factor receptor-tyrosine kinase, in 
line with the earlier  literature19. Furthermore, it may be attributed to the effects of cinnamaldehyde on reactive 
oxygen species (ROS)  generation33 or by inhibiting thioredoxin reductase enzymatic  activity30. The antioxidant 
properties of the oil  constituents34 may be involved in the antitumor  activities41,42.

Immune surveillance, the main defense against cancer, allows the immune cells to detect and exclude tumor 
 cells43. Helper T cells (CD3+CD4+), cytotoxic T cells  (CD3+CD8+), and NK cells were extremely involved in 
antigen-specific tumor  removal44–46. In this study, results showed a marked elevation in splenic T regulatory 
cells  (CD4+CD25+) accompanied by the significant depletion of cytotoxic T cells and NK cells in EAC-bearing 
mice relative to normal mice. Cinn treatment of tumorized mice succeeded in partial restoration of the normal 
percentage of  CD3+CD4+,  CD3+CD8+ and  CD4+CD25+ splenic cell populations, while causing non-significant 
changes in  CD3-CD8+CD56+ splenocytes. Similar to earlier findings, an escape strategy of the tumour cells, the 
tumour microenvironment was characterised by the proliferation of particular cell types such as regulatory T 
cells  (CD4+  CD25+) in order to suppress the protective antitumor  immunity47–53. In accordance, Ibrahim et al.54 

Figure 8.  A representative photograph of agarose gel electrophoresis (1.8% ethidium bromide-stained) show 
the antitumor effect of cinnamon essential oil (Cinn, 50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally) on Ehrlich ascites carcinoma 
(EAC) after 12 days of the treatments (A). Statistical data were shown as mean ± SD, n = 3, (B). Significant 
differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different letters. Cis, cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).
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clarified that tumor development was linked to a decrease in the percentage of splenic  CD3+CD8+ cell population 
in Ehrlich solid tumor bearing mice. Furthermore, cinnamon effectively restored the balance of T-cell subsets 
by promoting the proliferation of T helper-1 and T cytotoxic 1 while reducing the proliferation of regulatory T 
cells in SLTBI mice and augmenting the IFN-γ production and strengthening the antitumor effect against lung 
metastasis of melanoma in SLTBI  mice55. The major effector of cytotoxic T lymphocytes and NK cells in attacking 
the cancer cells is the granzyme B. Granzyme B has several protein targets in cancer cells, and after crossing the 
endosome membrane, the enzyme is transported to numerous subcellular components, such as the mitochondria, 
nucleus, and  cytoplasm56. Among these substrates, the nuclear protein Ki67 is cleaved by granzyme B at multiple 
 sites57. This may interprete the antiproliferative potency of cinnamon oil by elevating the percentage of activated 
cytotoxic T lymphocytes which in turn pump more granzyme B and other enzymes into cancer cells leading to 
the antiproliferative effect on cancer cells.

Figure 9.  The effect of cinnamon essential oil (Cinn, 50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally) after 12 days of the treatment 
on the proliferative capability of Ehrlich ascites carcinoma (EAC) cells using the flow cytometric analysis of Ki67 
nuclear proliferation marker (A). Cinn essentil oil control tumor cells’ growth by reducing expression levels of 
the nuclear protein Ki67. Statistical data were shown as (Mean ± SD), n = 3, (B). Significant differences (P < 0.05) 
between groups were shown by different letters. Cis, Cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).
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The liver is a key organ that is extensivly involved in various metabolic and detoxifying functions. Hence, 
measuring serum levels of the liver enzymes ALT and AST is a useful tool, particularly in the follow-up and 
monitoring of liver  status58,59. The results illustrated that Cinn treatment induced a partial improvement in the 
serum levels of ALT, AST, urea while making non-significant changes in serum creatinine level with respect 
to EAC-bearing mice and Cis-treated group. In the same line, cinnamon was reported to have ameliorative 
effect against kidney disorder induced by cypermethrin in male Wistar albino rats, this effect may be owed to 
cinnamon’s antioxidant  activity60. The ameliorative potency of cinnamon oil against liver toxicity in albino rats 
with HCC was reported by an obvious decline in serum levels of ALT and  AST61 and in Wistar rats with aceta-
minophen-induced acute liver  toxicity62. Cinnamon was found to ameliorate ALT and AST serum levels toward 
their normal values in paracetamol induced hepatic toxicity in  rats63, and in  CCl4 entoxicated  rats64. Moreover, 
cinnamon succeeded to ameliorate the deteriorations in ALT, AST, urea and creatinine serum levels caused by 
declofenac sodium and oxytetracycline in male albino  rats65. Several studies discussed the nephroprotective 
effect of cinnamon represented in modulating urea and creatinine serum  levels9,66–68.

In order to estimate the general state of health and the effects of the therapy on the host, hematological 
changes were evaluated during cancer therapies  administration69. In this study, tumorized mice treated with 
Cinn exhibited a marked improvement in the total leucocytic count, RBCs count, hemoglobin content, platelet 
count, relative lymphocytes and granulocytes when compared to EAC control group and Cis-treated group. 
These outcomes were in consistent with previous work which reported that cinnamon extract improved the 
WBCs count, RBCs count, hemoglobin content in Alloxan-induced diabetic female albino  rats70. Additionally, 
the improved effect of cinnamon on the hematological parameters in vivo was previously  reported71,72. Based 
on current findings, further studies are needed to investigate the effect of cinnamon oil on EAC for different 
administration doses. Moreover, the oil constituents should be evaluated individually for their anticancer and 
immunomodulatory potencies.

Figure 10.  The effect of cinnamon essential oil (Cinn, 50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally) on the percentage of splenic 
 CD3+CD4+ cells after 12 days of treatments. (A) Representative flow cytometric dot plot analysis (BD Accuri 
C6 software, version 1.0.23.1, San Jose, CA, USA, www. Accur iCyto meters. com). (B) Statistical data were 
represented as (Mean ± SD), n = 3. Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different 
letters. EAC, Ehrlich ascites carcinoma; Cis, Cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).
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Methods
Ethics. All animal management techniques were undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the 
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC), Menoufia University, Egypt. The study protocol has 
been approved by the ethics review board of the IACUC of Faculty of Science (ID: MUFS/F/ GE/9/20). The 
experiments in this study were in compliance with the ARRIVE guidelines.

Plant material. Cinnamon (Cinnamomum zeylanicum) essential oil (Cinn) was purchased from Pharaonia 
Pharmaceuticals (B. No. 595025, Cairo, Egypt). Cinn oil was diluted with corn oil (1:50) to optimise the appli-
cable dose for mice.

Chemical characterization of cinn. UPLC-QToF nanospray MS (Waters nanoAcquity, QToF Micro) was 
used to evaluate the high-resolution mass spectrometry. To prepare the UPLC column, solvents A (90%  H2O—
AcN, 0.1% FA) and B (60%–H2O, 0.1% FA ) were added over 75 min with a flow rate of 0.3 µL/min to Water 
ACQUITY UPLC M-Class Peptide BEH C18 column (1.7 μm, 130 Å, 75 μm × 150 mm)73.

NMR analysis. Bruker 600  MHz  spectrometer was employed to record the 1H and  13C NMR  spectra at 
600 and 150; respectively. The solvent peak and the related chemical shifts were recognized at δH 7.260 andδC 
77.160 for  CDCl3 74.

Animals. Female Swiss CD1 mice weighing 24 ± 4 g (6–8 weeks old) were supplied by the National Research 
Center, Giza, Egypt. All animals were kept in a standard laboratory settings with a 12-h light/dark cycle. The 
rodent food (El-Haramain rodent diet, Egypt) and water were supplied. Acclimatization to laboratory conditions 
for 12 days prior to the experiments was done to all mice.

Reagents and antibodies. Cisplatin and halothan were acquired from Sigma (St Louis, CA, USA), 
Annexin V-FITC Kit (BD Pharmingen, San Diego, CA, USA), propidium iodide (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA, 

Figure 11.  The effect of cinnamon essential oil (Cinn, 50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally) on the percentage of splenic 
 CD3+CD8+ cells after 12 days of treatments. (A) Representative flow cytometric dot plot analysis (BD Accuri 
C6 software, version 1.0.23.1, San Jose, CA, USA, www. Accur iCyto meters. com). (B) Statistical data were shown 
as (Mean ± SD), n = 3. Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different letters. EAC, 
Ehrlich ascites carcinoma; Cis, Cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).
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USA), Ki67 polyclonal antibody (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Inc., Texas, USA), and CD3, CD4, CD8, CD25 and 
CD56 monoclonal antibodies from (BD Biosciences, San Jose, USA).

Cell line and experimental design. Ehrlich ascites carcinoma (EAC) cells were supplied by the National 
Cancer Institute, Cairo University, Egypt. Serial intraperitoneal (i.p.) inoculation of viable tumor cells (0.5 ×  l06) 
in a saline solution (0.2 mL) was used for cells’ maintainence into female Swiss CD1 mice. The viabile cells were 
detected by the trypan blue (0.4%) assay and counted using a hemocytometer. A total of 50 apparently healthy 
Swiss female mice were involved in this study, 30 of them were injected i.p. by about 0.25 ×  l06 viable EAC  cells75. 
Animals were divided into five groups (n = 10) as the following: Group I, normal mice receiving (i.p.) 0.9% saline 
solution (0.2 mL); Group II, EAC-bearing mice without any treatments and received corn oil as a vehicle; Group 
III, normal mice receiving an oral dose of Cinn (50 mg/kg b.wt, daily)19; Group IV, EAC-bearing mice receiving 
an oral dose of Cinn (50 mg/kg b.wt, daily); Group V, EAC-bearing mice were injected with Cis (2 mg/kg b.wt, 
i.p) every 48 h according to Salem et al.76. Group III was considered as a vehicle for cinnamon oil to investigate 
the biosafety of the studied dose. Three mice per group were enrolled in the experiments, while the remaining 
seven mice were used for the mean survival time (MST) and the increase percent in life span (%ILS) investiga-
tion. Exeperiments were done in triplicates.

Sampling and preparation of cells. On the  12th day, treated mice and controls were anesthetized using 
halothane inhalation to collect blood from the orbital sinuses, blood samples were collected. Samples were 
divided into two aliquots, one was allowed to be clotted while the other was kept with EDTA. Sera were obtained 
after centrifugation at 4000 rpm for 20 min and stored at − 80 °C until use. Mice were then sacrificed by cervi-
cal dislocation and the centrifugation at 1000 rpm for 10 min was used for EAC cells harveste. In addition, the 
spleen was collected and the splenocyte single-cell suspension was prepared after RBCs lysing using ACK lysis 
buffer according to 77. The count and viability of EACs and splenocytes were determined using Trypan blue dye 
exclusion method. Spleen and thymus indices were assessed using the following formula:

Organ index = organ weight (g)/ body weight (g)78.

Figure 12.  The effect of cinnamon essential oil (Cinn, 50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally) on the percentage of splenic 
 CD4+CD25+ cells after 12 days of treatments. (A) Representative flow cytometric dot plot analysis (BD Accuri 
C6 software, version 1.0.23.1, San Jose, CA, USA, www. Accur iCyto meters. com). (B) Statistical data were 
represented as (Mean ± SD), n = 3. Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different 
letters. EAC, Ehrlich ascites carcinoma; Cis, Cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).

http://www.AccuriCytometers.com


14

Vol:.(1234567890)

Scientific Reports |        (2022) 12:11839  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-14770-1

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

Calculation of tumor growth inhibition rate (TIR %), Mean survival time (MST), the increase 
percent in life span (ILS). TIR was calculated according the following equation:

TIR % = [(Average number of tumor cells of the control group − Average number of tumor cells of the treated 
group)/Average number of tumor cells of control group] × 100.

Figure 13.  The effect of cinnamon essential oil (Cinn, 50 mg/kg b.wt/day, orally) on the percentage of splenic 
 CD3-CD8+CD56+ cells after 12 days of treatments. (A) Representative flow cytometric dot plot analysis (BD 
Accuri C6 software, version 1.0.23.1, San Jose, CA, USA, www. Accur iCyto meters. com). (B) Statistical data were 
represented as (Mean ± SD), n = 3. Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different 
letters. EAC, Ehrlich ascites carcinoma; Cis, Cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p).

Table 4.  The effect of Cinn oil treatment on the hematological changes in EAC-bearing mice. Data were 
showen as mean ± SD (n = 3). Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different letters. 
EAC, Ehrlich ascites carcinoma; Cis, Cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p); Cinn, Cinnamon essential oil (50 mg/
kg b.wt/day, orally); RBCs, red blood corpuscles; MCV, mean corpuscular volume; MCH, mean corpuscular 
hemoglobin; MCHC, mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration; WBCs, white blood cells.

Normal Cinn EAC EAC + Cis EAC + Cinn

RBCs  (106/mm3) 5.73 ± 0.15a 6.6 ± 0.3b 4.53 ± 0.15c 4.93 ± 0.15d 4.9 ± 0.17d

Hemoglobin (g/dl) 14.8 ± 0.46a 17.1 ± 0.9b 12.93 ± 0.95c 14.23 ± 1.41ac 14.8 ± 0.17a

Hematocrite (%) 45.67 ± 1.5a 54.3 ± 1.5b 41.3 ± 2.5c 43.67 ± 2.08a 44.3 ± 1.15a

MCV (fl) 79.66 ± 2.48a 82.46 ± 4.91a 91.12 ± 2.49b 88.49 ± 1.49 b 90.5 ± 0.86b

MCH (pg) 25.81 ± 0.3a 25.96 ± 0.74a 28.5 ± 1.16b 28.83 ± 1.19 b 30.23 ± 1.38b

MCHC (%) 32.43 ± 1.39a 31.54 ± 1.7a 31.27 ± 0.44a 32.24 ± 1.29a 33.4 ± 1.1a

Platelets  (103/mm3) 525 ± 32.8a 516.7 ± 15.3a 311 ± 16.8b 487 ± 18.1a 396.7 ± 25.2c

WBCs  (103/mm3) 7.17 ± 0.38a 9.03 ± 0.5b 10.8 ± 0.8c 8.6 ± 0.56ab 8.17 ± 1.2ab

Granulocytes (%) 15 ±  1b 19 ±  1bc 54 ±  1c 19.67 ± 1.53a 17.3 ± 2.3bc

Lymphocytes (%) 79.67 ± 1.53b 72.67 ± 1.15b 39.67 ± 0.58a 74.67 ± 2.08c 77 ± 3.46b

Monocytes (%) 5.3 ± 0.58a 8.3 ± 0.58b 6.3 ± 0.58a 5.67 ± 0.58a 5.67 ± 1.2a
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MST of each group was observed by counting the mortality. Specification of the end point of this experiment 
was the unprompted death of mice. According to the following formula, MST was calculated:

MST = (day of first death + day of last death)/2.
The percentage of ILS was calculated using the following equation (ILS% = (T − C)/C × 100) 79.
Where T refers to the MST of treated animals and C represents MST of the control group.

Heamatological and biochemical investigations. The serum levels of aspartate aminotransferase 
(AST), alanine aminotransferase (ALT), urea and creatinine were determined in control and treated groups 
using the available kits (Human, Max-Plank, Wiesbaden, Germany) and according to the manufacturer instruc-
tions. Hematological parameters such as red blood cells (RBCs) count, hemoglobin concentration (Hb), haem-
atocrit value, mean corpuscular volume (MCV), mean corpuscular hemoglobin (MCH), mean corpuscular 
hemoglobin concentration (MCHC), white blood cells (WBCs) count, platelets count were performed manually 
on the anticoagulated blood  samples80.

Total genomic DNA fragmentation in EAC cells. DNA extraction and detection of fragmentation in 
control and treated EAC cells were performed using the method of salting-out  extraction81 after some modifica-
tions as adjusted by El-Garawani and El-Nabi82. About 40 µL of EAC cell suspension from treated and control 
mice were lysed in DNA lysing buffer at 45  °C for 24 h. Then, proteins and other cellular components were 
removed by a solution of NaCl (4 M). Nucleic acids precipitation was done using cold isopropanol. The dis-
solved nucleic acids in Tris–EDTA buffer (10 mM Tris–HCl, 1 mM EDTA, pH 8) were incubated with a loading 
buffer supplemented with RNase for 30 min. The samples were subjected to ethidium bromide direct staining 
and resolved on 1.8% agarose gel. The intensity of DNA bands were analyzed using Image J software (Maryland, 
USA).

Annexin V/Propidium Iodide (PI) labeling for apoptosis quantification. Using a flow cytometry, 
apoptosis and necrosis were determined in EAC cells according to the Annexin V-FITC Kit (BD Pharmingen, 
San Diego, CA, USA) instruction manual. Briefly, EACs were collected and washed using PBS, then FITC-
conjugated Annexin V and PI (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA, USA) labeling was done. Sample analysis using a BD 
Accuri C6, San Jose, CA, USA flow cytometer and its compatible software was performed.

Cell cycle analysis using flow cytometer. The effect of cinnamon oil on the phases of EAC cell cycle 
was investigated using a flow cytometer. Briefly, tumor cells were washed using ice-cold PBS, ethanol fixed and 
incubated in PBS containing 1 mg/mL of propidium iodide (PI) and 200 µg/mL of RNase A for 15 min. The 
cell percentages in sub-G1,  G0/G1, S, or  G2/M phases were assessed using the MODFIT DNA analysis program 
(Verity Software House, Topsham, ME, USA, version: 2.0). A BD Accuri C6 flow cytometer and its compatible 
software (San Jose, CA, USA) was used for phase distribution analysis.

Proliferation assay. The proliferation nuclear protein, Ki67, was assessed in EAC cells. According to the 
manufacturer (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Inc., Texas, USA), the analysis of positive Ki67-expressed cells was 
performed using a BD Accuri C6 flow cytometer and its compatible software (San Jose, CA, USA).

Splenocytes phenotypic analysis. The percentages of splenic T-helper  CD3+CD4+, cytotoxic T-cells 
 CD3+CD8+, regulatory T-cells  CD4+CD25+ and NK cells  CD3-CD8+CD56+ were investigated using flow cyto-
metric analysis. Briefly, following the incubation on ice with the monoclonal antibodies conjugate (mAbs) for 
25 min, cells were post-fixed in the dark with 0.3 mL of 1 × CellFIX (BD, Biosciences, San Jose, USA), kept at 
4 °C, and then the expression of targeted surface markers was analyzed using a BD Accuri C6 (San Jose, CA, 
USA) flow cytometer and its compatible software.

Data Analysis. The experiment was done in triplicates; mean ± SD was used for presenting data (n = 3). For 
statistical analysis, the IBM SPSS statistics program Version 22 for Windows (Armonk, NY, USA) was used. All 
variables were tested for normality (Kolmogorov–Smirnov& Shapiro Wilk tests) and homoscedasticity (Levene’s 
test). The analysis of variance by one-way ANOVA test was performed followed by Duncan post hoc multiple 

Table 5.  The effect of Cinn treatment on the biochemical parameters in EAC-bearing mice. Data were shown 
as mean ± SD, (n = 3). Significant differences (P < 0.05) between groups were shown by different letters. EAC, 
Ehrlich ascites carcinoma; Cis, Cisplatin (2 mg/kg b.wt, i.p); Cinn, Cinnamon essential oil (50 mg/kg b.wt/day, 
orally); AST, Aspartate aminotransferase; ALT, Alanine aminotransferase.

AST (U/L) ALT (U/I) Urea (mg/dl) Creatinine (mg/dl)

Normal 87.07 ± 6.09a 51.7 ± 3.1a 31.73 ± 1.62a 0.52 ± 0.03a

Cinn 84.87 ± 5.7a 55.6 ± 1.38a 31.17 ± 1.3a 0.51 ± 0.03a

EAC 241.7 ± 10.4b 124.4 ± 4.2 b 40.07 ± 1.2 b 0.73 ± 0.05b

EAC + Cis 190.57 ± 10.65d 91.2 ± 5.87c 38.63 ± 1.55b 0.71 ± 0.05b

EAC + Cinn 163.5 ± 10.5c 93.87 ± 5.33c 31.13 ± 1.5a 0.74 ± 0.059 b
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comparison analysis of group differences at P < 0.05 in data that followed a normal distribution. When the nor-
mality test failed, the non-parametric test of Kruskal–Wallis followed by stepwise step-down with a 0.05 level 
of significance was applied for comparing differences between the mean values of the control and treatments.

Data availability
All data of this study are introduced in this published article.
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