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Abstract 

The Swedish Police Authority currently categorise 61 urban areas in Sweden as vulnerable 

areas, where there is an increased risk of becoming a victim of crime or violence to both 

females and males living in those areas. In these places the feeling of insecurity and the lack 

of trust and confidence in the judiciary system is more common than in other urban parts of 

Sweden.   

Due to this negative trend and development local power factors have evolved, and the risk of 

parallel social structures enforced by criminal activity and violent extremism is higher than in 

other places in Sweden.  

This thesis investigates the connection between Swedish criminal networks and violent 

Islamic extremism to create a better understand of why individuals from the vulnerable areas 

in Sweden join criminal networks and, or violent Islamic extremist groups. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Disposition 

The disposition of this thesis will present seven sections starting with the first one going 

through background, purpose and research problem, theory, research methodology and the 

study’s scope. 

Section two will present previous research on the topic of organised crime and violent 

extremism, in order to familiarise the reader with the issues and what has been written by 

other scholars.  

In section three the empirical material that has been selected for this thesis is presented and 

described along with why it has been chosen. 

Section four presents the empirical data that has been gathered from the described material in 

section three, in accordance with the presented scope that is described under section 1.6. The 

data is structured in two sub-categories for easier overview and comparison.  

The fifth section entails the analysis of the study based on the empirical material that is 

presented in section four and includes five sub-categories clarifying the process.  

Section six presents the conclusion and whether the thesis has answered its research question 

and hypothesis.  

Final section number seven lists the material used for this thesis. 

1.2 Background 

Between 2020-2024 among the highest priorities for the Swedish Police is to work against 

organised crime and violent extremism.1 The Swedish Police Authority currently categorise 

61 urban areas in Sweden as vulnerable areas (sv. utsatta områden), where there is an 

increased risk of becoming a victim of crime or violence to both females and males living in 

these areas. Added to that, there is an overall feeling of insecurity among the population living 

 
1 Polismyndigheten, Polismyndighetens Strategiska verksamhetsplan 2020–2024, Reviderad 2021, p.7 
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in vulnerable areas, and the lack of trust and confidence in the judiciary system is more 

common there than in other urban parts of Sweden.2   

 

The Swedish Police Authority categories these urban parts of Sweden as geographically 

limited areas with low socio-economic status, where criminal activity have caused a major 

impact on the local community, a general reluctance to participate in legal processes with 

difficulties for the police to fulfil their tasks, systematic threats and acts of violence, and a 

sense of normalisation of the situation. These areas also to some extent, includes parallel 

societal structures, the occurrence of violent extremism and high concentration of criminals.3 

Certain risk factors are connected to these areas and are identified as drivers or underlying 

causes to these issues, such as the lack of believe in a positive future, high unemployment, 

poor health conditions and failed schooling. Combined these things are all contributing to an 

increased segregation and feeling of exclusion from the overall society, which unfortunately 

adds to the downward spiral of unrest.4   

 

Due to this negative development other local power factors evolve and like mentioned above, 

the risk of parallel social structures enforced by criminal activity and violent extremism is 

higher than in other places in Sweden. Criminal groups and violent extremism use this lack of 

government control to their own benefit and even sometimes attack police and other 

emergency personnel when they are responding to events in these areas.5 The challenges with 

organised crime and violent extremism is a quite particular threat, as these groups capability 

and capacity for using  or threatening to use violence as a tool for influencing their 

surroundings, places the democratic system at risk as it undermines government control and 

the state monopoly on the use of violence. The effects of the situation in these uncontrolled 

areas can lead to an even stronger development of parallel societies and structures.6 In the 

EUROPOL Serious and Organised Crime Threat Assessment (SOCTA) from 2021 “terrorism, 

 
2 Brottsförebyggande rådet, Utvecklingen i socialt utsatta områden i urban miljö 2006–2017: En rapport om 
utsatthet, otrygghet och förtroende utifrån Nationella trygghetsundersökningen, Rapport 2018:9, 2018, p.6–7  
3 Polismyndigheten, https://polisen.se/om-polisen/polisens-arbete/utsatta-omraden/ 
4 Polismyndigheten, Utsatta områden: Social ordning, kriminell struktur och utmaningar för polisen, Nationella 
operativa avdelningen, 2017, p.4 
5 Brottsförebyggande rådet, Utvecklingen i socialt utsatta områden i urban miljö 2006–2017 - En rapport om 
utsatthet, otrygghet och förtroende utifrån Nationella trygghetsundersökningen, Rapport 2018:9, 
Brottsförebyggande rådet 2018, p. 17 
6 Joakim Sturup, Amir Rostami, Ch.4, Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism-En 
forskarantologi, SOU 2017:67, Elanders Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017, p.99 

https://polisen.se/om-polisen/polisens-arbete/utsatta-omraden/
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serious and organised crime continues to constitute the most pressing internal security 

challenge to the EU”. 7  

Criminal gangs and violent extremism are not a new thing per se in Sweden, and this spans 

from the early motorcycle gangs during the 90-ties, to the extremist groups on both the right 

and left wing. The big change that has been seen over the last twenty years is however the 

escalation and the open use of violence, and not uncommonly with little regard for the safety 

of third-party individuals. Studies on both organised crime and violent extremism shows that 

interactions between these types of groups can be dynamic, and that members sometimes 

move between the groups for various motives. Both tactical and operational methods are also 

shared for a variety of reasons such as obtaining weapons and equipment, or ways to secure 

money and funding for further activities, as both money and weapons provide the groups with 

the means to continue their activities and even expand if possible. Furthermore, the groups 

share similar anti-social characteristics and have both developed, sometimes parallel with 

each other, negative effects for the general society in terms of their activities.8 

A new thing in this spectrum is however that the vulnerable areas have become even more 

segregated from the general society, with the dramatic increase of violence, crime and the 

feeling of insecurity among the people living there. These areas have become recruitment 

pools for what is referred to as criminal networks and violent extremism with Islamic 

influence9, which also brings us to the core of this thesis. Namely to deepen our understanding 

of the underlying reasons for joining these two types of violent groups. 

 

1.3 Purpose and research problem 

Criminal gangs and violent extremism distinguish themselves from each other on some 

aspects, but they also share similarities that makes them interesting for this thesis. Criminal 

networks are primarily focused on traditional criminal activities, which refers mainly to 

financial gains and profit from illegal actions such as selling drugs, robbery and extorsion.10 

 
7 EUROPOL, Serious and Organised Crime Threat Assessment, A Corrupting Influence: The Infiltration and 
Undermining of Europe’s Economy and Society, EUROPOL 2021, p.14 
8 Joakim Sturup, Amir Rostami, Ch.4, Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism-En 
forskarantologi, SOU 2017:67, Elanders Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017, p.101–102 
9 Amir Rostami, Hernan Mondani, Christoffer Carlsson, Joakim Sturup, Jerzy Sarnecki, Christofer Edling, 
Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, 2018, p.26–28 
10 Underrättelseenheten, polisregion Stockholm, Kriminella nätverk inom den organiserade brottsligheten i 
polisregion Stockholm, A491.036/2019, U404/19, Polismyndigheten, 2018, p.5–8 
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Violent extremism with Islamic influence, also known as Jihadism, aims to forcefully and by 

violent measures introduce certain religious inspired values that threatens the democratic 

system.11 In their own ways, these two groups challenge the democratic structures and 

presents a threat to overall society. At the same time as the consequences for the general 

society is high regarding the two groups activities and goals, there is only a small number of 

individuals participating in these groups.    

In previous research on organised crime and violent extremism one can find several 

typologies and motives for joining these different groups. A quick summary and what these 

different typologies have in common is that they host a variety of people who are charismatic, 

passionate, dedicated and who seek status and/or respect from their surroundings. They also 

contain individuals with failed social relations, troubled backgrounds such as a problematic 

upbringing and poor integration to overall society. Because of their exposed or vulnerable 

situation, these later individuals can have a lower threshold to be drawn into extremism or 

criminal groups. However, there are also environments where people join these destructive 

groups out of intellectual and rational reasons.12   

The main purposes for these groups could be argued to be either profit or ideologically based, 

which would separate them in two different groups, with criminal networks in the first one 

and violent extremism in the other. There are however overlapping areas between the groups 

as already mentioned in the introduction, and these overlapping areas are the interesting part 

for this study. It should however not be ignored that there are distinguished differences 

between the groups, but the resemblances and the overlapping elements shows that there 

could be benefits in coordinating preventive and counter measures against their formations. It 

should also be considered that government agencies with different tasks within the social 

sector could learn more from research, when trying to intervene against these kinds of groups, 

by looking at the two categories at the same time and not isolated from each other.13  

In order to deepen our understanding of why some individuals join these groups, Roy 

Baumeister’s social theory14 on establishing meaning to one’s life, will be used as the 

 
11 Säkerhetspolisen, Våldsbejakande extremism, https://www.sakerhetspolisen.se/hoten-mot-
sverige/terrorism-och-extremism/valdsbejakande-extremism.html 
12 Joakim Sturup, Amir Rostami, Ch.4, Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism- En 
forskarantologi, SOU 2017:67, Elanders Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017, p.106 
13 Amir Rostami, Hernan Mondani, Christoffer Carlsson, Joakim Sturup, Jerzy Sarnecki, Christofer Edling, 
Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, 2018, p.9 
14 Roy F. Baumeister, Meanings of life, The Guilford press, New York, 1991 
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theoretical framework to analyse the empirical data that will be presented further down in this 

thesis. By using and applying Baumeister’s theory on individuals connected to the two 

groups, the aim is to broaden the understanding of these individual’s socio-psychological 

reasons for joining either of them, and to see if and how the underlying reasons may differ 

between the groups.   

The research question will therefore be as follows: 

- How can Baumeister’s theory on the four needs for meaning be used to help us understand 

and interpret, why individuals from vulnerable areas in Sweden join criminal networks and/or 

violent Islamic extremist groups.  

The hypothesis for this thesis is that people join these types of networks and organisations for 

similar reasons, namely the support and the means that the groups provide to the individual. 

The adopted ideology that the different groups provide, if it is religiously motivated or profit 

based on criminal activity is less important. The important part is the feeling of belonging, 

being understood and finding a purpose for your daily life.   

1.4 Theory 

In the book Meanings of life, Baumeister presents his theory that individuals create meaning 

systems for themselves in order to handle their lives, reach a sense of purpose or to make 

sense their life experiences.15 Baumeister’s theory of creating meaning derives from four 

needs i.e., a sense of purpose, value or justification, efficacy or control, and self-worth. 

Baumeister describes this as an “existential shopping list” or “checklist” for a person to 

evaluate their own life.16  

In order to better understand the fours needs and how they will be applied to the empirical 

material of this study, each need will be explained more thoroughly, starting:  

• Sense of purpose  

Having the sense of purpose to one’s life is an important need, and the majority of people will 

most likely strive towards some kind of purpose or goal. According to Baumeister a vital 

thing in this strive is to consider one’s present life situation in relation to the future and its 

possible outcomes. To reach or strive towards a wished outcome, the individual need to be 

 
15 Roy F. Baumeister, Meanings of life, The Guilford press, New York, 1991, p.29 
16 Ibid, p.29–30 
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able to imagine that goals end-state. They also need to analyse their current situation and 

assess if the present state will lead them to that goal. Thirdly, that person needs to make a 

choice or multiple ones, based on the current situation in order to reach the envisioned end-

state.17  

• Value or justification  

The second need that is discussed is value or justification. Baumeister borrows the term from 

an essay written by Viktor Frankl, Man's Search for Meaning from 1959, where Frankl places 

the term value as one of the most important aspects of life. Baumeister however raises the 

issue that the term value is somewhat vague, and that the meaning of it is very open to 

interpretation. What Baumeister does is that he describes it more direct, and as a way of 

justifying or legitimise someone’s actions. People will search for meaning by justifying their 

actions and in that way place a value on their achievements or their attempts to reach their 

goals. In this case making the individual feel like their actions or previous actions is or was 

for a good cause. The desire to do good, will also stop people from doing certain actions that 

are referred to as bad. However, the notion of what is good and what is wrong, just or unjust, 

is up for interpretation and relies on the individual and the ideologies that the person bases 

their ideas around.18  

• Efficacy or control 

Efficacy is the third need, indicating that people need to feel or believe that they have some 

sort of control over events or their lives. Put plainly, efficacy represents the feeling of being 

strong and capable of reaching your goals, and that there is some form of capability within the 

person. Control in itself, is simply a feeling and according to Baumeister, the feeling of 

control is what counts even if it is just an illusion and imaginary.19    

• Self-worth 

Self-worth is the fourth and final value that Baumeister writes about, and it is described as a 

reason for people to feel positive and satisfied with themselves, and includes the act of 

forming a picture of respect for your own person. Baumeister refers this to research on couple 

breakups and that people after a while, usually prefers to be pictured as the one who made the 

 
17 Roy F. Baumeister, Meanings of life, The Guilford press, New York, 1991, p.32–36   
18 Ibid, p.36–41  
19 Ibid, p.41–44 
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decision to separate from their partner, rather than being the abandoned one. The notion 

behind this could be explained that it is viewed as more positive for your own self-worth to be 

associated of being an initiator rather than someone who’s been turned down. Self-wort is the 

struggle to form a positive picture of your own character and to obtain respect from others.20  

According to Baumeister some of these identified needs overlap each other to some extent, 

and the list of needs could probably be made more detailed or condensed. The important part 

of it is that if one is able to fulfil all the needs, that individual would most likely feel that their 

life has a meaning and be satisfied with their current life situation. If a person can’t or haven’t 

fulfilled these needs, that individual would then develop a feeling of lack of meaning and the 

person would most likely strive to find a solution to that problem.21 

The concept of “need” in Baumeister’s theory is however not a need for life sustaining 

support, such as air, water or food. The idea of a need is a more general concept regarding 

one’s psychological demands. Religion could for example be a need for many people, and 

there are of course people who don’t have a religious conviction and instead form other needs 

for their lives, such as a successful carer or buying a house. Therefore, the needs that 

Baumeister talks about are changeable and may vary over time, as they are connected to the 

individual’s life situation, and if one or more of these needs aren’t fulfilled, that person will 

be forced to reconsider or reorganise their life in some way. This change will most likely 

include social and behavioural changes.22 

1.5 Research methodology 

As previously mentioned under the purpose and research problem for this paper, this study 

will focus to create a widen understanding of the underlying socio-psychological reasons to 

why mainly individuals from vulnerable areas join either criminal networks or violent Islamic 

extremist groups. The methodological framework to achieve this and to ensure that the 

purpose of this paper is attained is therefore described below. 

1.5.1 Qualitive analysis 

This thesis will use a qualitative text analysis method to analyse already published reports, 

interviews and books, looking for the described reasons of why individuals join criminal 

networks and/or violent Islamic extremist groups. By using a qualitative text analysis 

 
20 Roy F. Baumeister, Meanings of life, The Guilford press, New York, 1991, p.44–45  
21 Ibid, p.30–31  
22 Ibid, p.32 
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methodology, the written material has been read with the purpose of identifying and analysing 

the essential content of reported and stated reasons for why individuals join these groups. In 

order to do so, it has been important to include material which contain interviews with active 

or previously active members of the two groups of interest. Interviews in this sense are 

important as they capture the individual’s mindset and reasons for joining. Cautious reading 

of the material as a whole and its specific parts, will then help to provide a broader context in 

which the issues emerge. The researcher’s role could in this case be compared to a private 

detective, who searches for clues and hidden trails between the lines in order to solve a 

puzzle.23  

1.5.2 Sources and material 

A qualitative text analysis on already published and written material is considered, due to the 

time limit, to be the best choice for this specific study as it allows for input from already 

performed interviews, previous research and analysis on the topic. Which in term will enable 

a more nuanced explanation regarding experiences and reasons to join either group. A more 

ethnographical approach with semi-structured interviews of members and former participants, 

would probably be the best option for this kind of project, but as time is limited and access to 

these individuals are hard to get this in not an option. Not to mention the time consumption 

needed to build trust between interviewer and interviewee. There is also an ethical aspect that 

would be challenging for this study, as some of the interviewees might be put at risk for 

sharing and talking about their experiences. Therefore, second hand sources will have to 

suffice.24  

A negative aspect of using second hand sources is that the researcher can’t control the choice 

of interviewees and their demographic belonging, making it harder to validate their exact 

input to the scope of the study. The researcher also must choose between a narrow or a wide 

inclusion of material for the study, each choice presenting different issues that needs to be 

considered. In this case a broader selection is made when it comes to describing previous 

research, in order to better define and illuminate different ideas and views on the topic of 

criminal organisations and violent extremism. When it comes to look at the two specific 

groups of criminal networks and violent Islamic extremism in Sweden, a narrow-selected 

approach is chosen in order to reflect the Swedish vulnerable areas as close as possible, and in 

 
23 Peter Esaiasson, Mikael Gilljam, Henrik Oscarsson, Lena Wängnerud, Metodpraktikan- Konsten att studera 
samhälle, individen och marknad, fourth edition, Norstedts Juridik AB, 2012, p.210 
24 Vetenskapsrådet, GOD FORSNKINGSSED, Vetenskapsrådet 2017 
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that sense minimise possible differences between international and national settings. This 

choice limits the amount of material that is available, creating a risk of a shallower analysis as 

a result of limited material, but on the other hand stays intact regarding the local milieu which 

is the focus for this paper.25  

When it comes to selecting the data, time could also be an issue as social problems can 

change character over the years and is usually best understood when the distance from the 

events is as close as possible. To mitigate this issue the empirical material for this thesis has 

focused on previous research as close as possible to current date when looking at the Swedish 

vulnerable areas, roughly staying within the time period of seven years, in order to keep the 

information as relevant as possible for the Swedish setting of criminal networks and violent 

Islamic extremism.26   

1.5.3 Structuring the data 

The empirical findings will be categorised in two sets, criminal networks and violent Islamic 

extremism. The categorisations are made so that the reader in a structured way can be 

presented with the data findings of the study and give a better overview of the underlying 

reasons and explanations for joining either of the two groups. The structuring overview of 

these groups will also provide the reader with a better understanding of the driving factors, 

facilitate transparency for the process and the possible findings.  

1.5.4 Analysis structure 

Baumeister’s theory and his four criterions, will then be applied in the analysis as a lens on 

the empirical material in order to better capture and explain the underlying socio-

psychological reasons to why individuals join these groups. This is done by using 

Baumeister’s four needs, a sense of purpose, value or justification, efficacy or control, and 

self-worth as main pillars for the categorisation of the empirical text. When reading the 

empirical material, the experienced feelings of the individuals within the criminal networks 

and the violent Islamic extremist groups was compared to the theoretical description and 

documented under one of the four needs in order to categorise them. The reason for this 

method is to capture the essence from the material, both in described text and in direct 

quotations from the individuals, in order to compare them against the theoretical framework.  

 
25 Peter Esaiasson, Mikael Gilljam, Henrik Oscarsson, Lena Wängnerud, Metodpraktikan- Konsten att studera 
samhälle, individen och marknad, fourth edition, Norstedts Juridik AB, 2012, p.220 
26 Ibid, p.220–221 
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1.5.5 Validity 

Validity is a term used within research and refers to how the research has been performed i.e., 

is it using the methods that has been stated, is it investigating what is said to be investigated, 

and how well is the data selected and used. These are important aspects of how well the result 

of a study comes out and if the researcher is hitting the set target for the study.27  

In order to create validity for this thesis, the paper has been constructed around the presented 

theoretical framework in order to study the empirical material. The data that has been used 

under the empirical section of this study, has been taken from reliable sources as described 

down below under the section of Data collection and empirical material. The reliability of the 

sources also, to some extent, prevents the negative aspects that second hand sources can have 

for a studies validity. The findings and the conclusions based on the structure and organisation 

of this thesis, also shows similar conclusions with previous international research.  

1.6 Scope  

As already written above this thesis will focus on two specific groups, criminal networks and 

violent Islamic extremism in Sweden. To narrow the focus of attention, the scope for this 

study will be limited to individuals from Swedish vulnerable areas, joining either of the two 

groups mentioned above.  

The reason for this scope is based on the overall demographical background of the individuals 

in these groups, as most of them are connected to vulnerable areas and are either borne 

outside of Sweden, have both parents born outside of Sweden, or one of the parents are born 

outside of Sweden.28 There is also a split discussion among researchers regarding the reasons 

for why individuals join either violent Islamic extremism or criminal networks, and that the 

reasons might not be that different. This will however be covered more detailed in the section 

regarding previous research. Another aspect for the choice of group categories, is the 

overlapping cooperation that is seen between violent Islamic extremism and criminal 

networks, which according to Rostami et al stands out among the group of violent extremists, 

as other extremist groups have a lower cooperation overlap.29 

 
27 Andreas Fejes, Robert Thornberg, Handbok i kvalitativ analys, second edition, Liber AB, Stockholm, 2015, 
p.257-259  
28 Amir Rostami, Hernan Mondani, Christoffer Carlsson, Joakim Sturup, Jerzy Sarnecki, Christofer Edling, 
Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, p.37 
29 Ibid, p.56 
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1.6.1 Groups and categories 

There are however a number of different actors and groups that are active in Sweden which 

are categorised within the spectrum of organised crime and violent extremism. In the report 

from Rostami et al from 201830, the researchers divide organised crime into five categories 

based on written material from the Swedish Police Authority and the Swedish Security 

Service. These categories are networks, partial organisations, street gangs, motorcycle gangs, 

and mafia. Furthermore, the report also sorts violent extremism in another five categories 

referring to; football firms, violent Islamic extremism, left-wing autonomous movements, 

white-power groups, and other extremists (without any group or organisation connection, also 

known as lone-wolfs).31  

The reason to use the same categories in this study as in Rostami et al’s report is to use 

already established concepts in order to minimise confusion to the reader, and the possibility 

for easier comparison to other research. The categories are based on Swedish settings 

regarding these environments, but these classifications are also common among the Nordic 

countries and Anglo-Saxon research, which allows for a shared understanding in a broader 

context.32  

The ongoing discussion among researchers about the underlying reasons for joining either of 

the groups, together with the overlapping cooperation, their shared demographic backgrounds, 

and their family origin, guides us towards the purpose for this study and the research 

question.33 

1.6.2 Narrowed scope 

The chosen scope of attention with criminal networks and violent Islamic extremism, also sets 

the limits for what is within a reasonable dimension to perform for this kind of thesis. A 

broader and more inclusive study of all five categories with what is categorised as organised 

crime and violent extremism, could of course be more comprehensive when looking at the 

overall population of individuals active in these antagonistic activities. But with the time limit 

 
30 Amir Rostami, Hernan Mondani, Christoffer Carlsson, Joakim Sturup, Jerzy Sarnecki, Christofer Edling, 
Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, 2018 
31 Ibid, p.8, 24–25 
32 Ibid, p.24 
33 Amir Rostami, Hernan Mondani, Christoffer Carlsson, Joakim Sturup, Jerzy Sarnecki, Christofer Edling, 
Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, p.9, and Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism- En forskarantologi, 
SOU 2017:67, Elanders Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017, p.106-108  
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that is given for this specific paper, a bigger inclusion of groups or individuals would simply 

be too big. Another factor that won’t be covered in this study is the separation of gender, even 

though that would be an interesting aspect to look at. Data from Rostami et al’s report from 

2018 shows that 91,9 percent of the total study group are males, and that is sampled from all 

five categories of organised crime and violent extremism. According to the same report 

violent extremist groups have a higher number of female participants in general, with 15,2 

percent, whereas organised crime only has 6,2 percent females.34   

The interesting aspect for this study is whether we can find similarities in reasons to why 

individuals join criminal networks and/or violent Islamic extremism. Especially as we know 

that the majority of participants in these groups share similar demographic backgrounds, and 

because of the overlapping patterns that stands out between violent Islamic extremism and 

criminal networks.     

 

2. Previous research 

As mentioned earlier in this text, studies on both organised crime and violent extremism 

shows that interactions between these types of groups can be dynamic, and that members can 

move between the groups for various motives, and that both tactical and operational methods 

are shared for a variety of reasons.  

In December 2021 the Serious and Organised Crime Threat Assessment (SOCTA) report by 

EUROPOL was presented, and in the report, EUROPOL concludes that interactions between 

violent extremism and criminal groups are mostly driven by transaction-based exchanges. 

Which support the claim that the two entities can have a dynamic cooperation when it suits 

their purposes. EUROPOL also writes in their report that it seems feasible that areas of 

cooperation would include a shared interest of how to attain weapons, finances, forged 

documents and new recruits. There are however according to the report little evidence for a 

more systematic cooperation between the two. The reason for this is according to EUROPOL 

that criminal groups do not want to cooperate or engage too frequently with violent 

 
34 Amir Rostami, Hernan Mondani, Christoffer Carlsson, Joakim Sturup, Jerzy Sarnecki, Christofer Edling, 
Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, 2018, p.35 
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extremists, as that might create unwanted attention from intelligence and law enforcement 

services.35 

In the Swedish Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU) from 2017 on Våldsbejakande 

extremism (violent extremism)36, the researchers Max Talyor and John Horgan are cited on 

their work from 2006, describing the difficulties to predict terrorists from other individuals as 

many of the perpetrators resembles ordinary people, who are capable of rational and 

meaningful decisions within the context of their current situation.37 The three Swedish 

researchers Magnus Ranstorp, Linus Gustafsson and Peder Hyllengren express themselves in 

a similar fashion in their report from 2015, and are also cited in the previously mentioned 

SOU, and that reasons for crime can’t be explained by simply individual factors, just as 

reasons for violent extremism can’t be determined in one specific way.38 In Anne Aly and 

Jason-Leigh Striegher’s article from 201239, the authors conclude in their end analysis on their 

case study of Jack Roche, Australia’s first convicted terrorist, “that religion plays a far lesser 

role in radicalization towards violent extremism” 40, and that this is important to understand in 

order to counter terrorism but also to find suitable solutions to why individuals join violent 

groups in the first place.  

The United Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) report, Journey to Extremism in 

Africa from 2017 supports the claim that religion may play a lesser role than what has been 

previously argued. The report draws its data from a number of interviews with former recruits 

from multiple extremist groups all over Africa, and 51 percent of the respondents stated that 

religion was the reason for why they joined the group. That over half of the questioned 

individuals joined out of religious belief is still a high number, but at the same time 57 percent 

of them also admitted that they had “limited or no understanding of religious texts”41. In 

 
35 EUROPOL, Serious and Organised Crime Threat Assessment, A Corrupting Influence: The Infiltration and 
Undermining of Europe’s Economy and Society, EUROPOL 2021, p.25 
36 Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism- En forskarantologi, SOU 2017:67, Elanders 
Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017  
37 Joakim Sturup, Amir Rostami, Ch.4, Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism- En 
forskarantologi, SOU 2017:67, Elanders Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017, p.107-108 
38 Magnus Ranstorp, Linus Gustafsson, Peder Hyllengren, Förebyggande av våldsbejakande extremism på lokal 
nivå- Exempel och lärdom från Sverige och Europa, Centrum för Asymetriska Hot- och Terrorism Studier, 
Försvarshögskolan 2015, p.14 
39 Anne Aly & Jason-Leigh Striegher, Examining the Role of Religion in Radicalization to Violent Islamist 
Extremism, Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 2012 
40 Ibid, p.850 
41 United Nations Development Programme, Journey to Extremism in Africa, New Yok: UNDP Regional Bureau 
for Africa, 2017, p.5  
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addition, the report also found that limited trust and low confidence in state security actors 

was high, where grievances against security forces and politicians were particularly 

highlighted. Overall 78 percent stated that they had little trust in politicians, the police force 

and armed forces. Those with the lowest trust where also considered to be most susceptible to 

recruitment, and another 71 percent said that the government and its security forces actions 

were the reason to why they joined an extremist group. The actions that were referred to 

include the killing of a family member or friend, or the arrest of a family member or a 

friend.42 

In an article on radicalisation from 2017 43 Stefan Malthaner brings forward, that social ties 

and connections mobilise people to join different groups perhaps more than simply a strong 

ideological belief. Malthaner explains this by relating to the scholar Randy Borum who argues 

that the majority of people with radical ideas don’t engage in terrorism, and that terrorists not 

necessarily base their cause on truly religious ideology. According to Malthaner, Borum and 

other scholars like John Horgan, claims that cognitive and ideological as well as behavioural 

dimensions of radicalisation needs to be studied and understood, in order to explain why or 

how people adopt extreme ideologies, in organised crime or violent extremism.44 Malthaner 

continues in his article to also quote the researcher Quintan Wiktorowicz, who expressed that 

“attitudinal affinity may predispose an individual to join a movement, but social ties are 

critical for transforming interest and availability into actual activism”.45 According to 

Malthaner, what Wiktorowicz means by this is that an individual may be triggered by some 

sort of experience or trauma, which leads the person to open up to new influences in their 

search for a solution to that experience. The important part in this, is that the social 

connections to other individuals engaged in a specific group is already established, and that 

the social ties to those other individuals are the ones that will finalise the individual’s actions 

and type of engagement in that group.46    

Even though overlapping may be limited, the interesting aspect is that it occurs. SOU’s report 

from 2017 also brings up the work of Tamara Makarenko from 2004, and Christoffer Carlsson 

from 2016, and that criminal groups and terrorists organisations learn to commit crime and 

 
42 United Nations Development Programme, Journey to Extremism in Africa, New Yok: UNDP Regional Bureau 
for Africa, 2017 
43 Stefan Malthaner, Radicalization- The Evolution of an Analytical Paradigm, European Journal of Sociology, 
2017 
44 Ibid, p.376-378, 386  
45 Ibid, p.380  
46 Ibid, p.380-381 
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how to organise themselves from each other. On top of that and as mentioned earlier 

regarding operational overlapping, there is an assumption that there are similarities between 

organised crime and violent extremism when it comes to mechanisms for recruitment. SOU 

continuous in their report that some scholars argue that violent extremist groups with political 

agendas use religion and ideology as a mean for recruitment, whereas others suggest that the 

economic reasons are the primary motive and drives for a big part of the criminal activities 

that terrorist organisations do. Overall, there is a fear that antagonistic environments such as 

organised crime and violent extremism, are linked with each other and that they are connected 

through similar recruitment mechanisms and a dynamic cooperation.47  

As we can see from the previous research there are evidence that that criminal organisations 

and violent extremism are linked together in some areas, but it is harder to determine the 

underlying reasons for why individuals join either of the groups. Even though there have been 

extended efforts by the state and local community in the affected areas, there are few 

empirical reports studying the dynamics and organisation of criminal networks and violent 

Islamic extremism in Sweden.48 By using Baumeister’s theory on finding meaning and a 

sense of purpose to one’s life, this thesis aims to improve our understanding from a Swedish 

perspective by looking at the individual’s underlying choices for joining either criminal 

networks and/or violent Islamic extremism.   

That individuals might use psychological strategies in order to avoid stress and frustration 

caused by not succeeding, or not being able to integrate into the overall society is something 

that is also brought up in SOU’s report. These individuals might turn to criminal activities as a 

way to deal with their frustration and stress, as a strategy to gain the respect, money and status 

that they otherwise wouldn’t be able to have. They might also pull themselves back from the 

established society and isolate themselves, or search for belonging and a place within other 

groups with likeminded people. They can also create a rebellious mind-set towards society, 

where their goals are to influence or in other ways affect society through either political or 

religious activism.49     

 
47 Joakim Sturup, Amir Rostami, Ch.4, Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism- En 
forskarantologi, SOU 2017:67, Elanders Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017, p.100 
48 Ibid, p.100 
49 Ibid, p.107  



16 
 

3. Data collection and empirical material 

This section of the thesis presents the material that has been used for the empirical part of this 

study. It bases its data collection on a variety of sources collected from government agency 

reports, previous research and published books, looking specifically at organised crime and 

violent extremism. As the focus for this study is how and why individuals from Swedish 

vulnerable areas join either criminal networks and/or violent Islamic extremism, the empirical 

material that is presented in this study under the section Criminal networks and violent 

Islamic extremism, is based on previous Swedish research and journalism regarding those two 

groups. 

As mentioned under previous research in this paper, there is a lack of empirical studies in 

Sweden focusing on organisational and dynamical relations between criminal networks and 

violent Islamic extremism.50 Which is why the material for the empirical section in this paper 

will focus and base its content on Swedish criminal networks and violent Islamic extremism. 

The reason behind this selection is to stay as close as possible to the set scope of this study, 

and to provide the best overview of the Swedish situation regarding criminal networks and 

violent Islamic extremism. 

The usage of international research in the section on previous research is to provide the reader 

with a basic understanding of the presented topic. The international research also provides a 

broader field of studies and material, which can be beneficial for when it comes to compare 

the results and findings.   

3.1 Books 

In the book by journalist Diamant Salihu Tills alla dör,51 Salihu follows the development of 

criminal networks and the individuals in and around them, in the vulnerable areas of Rinkeby, 

Tensta, Husby and Järva, northwest of Stockholm. Salihu published his book in 2021 but 

followed the events in these areas since 2015, including multiple interviews with members of 

criminal networks, their family members, and local residents, as well as police officers.  

The strength and reason for why Salihu’s book is part of the empirical material is because of 

how close he got to the involved individuals and how he could follow the development of the 

conflict over the years. During this time, Salihu was able to interview several network 

 
50 Joakim Sturup, Amir Rostami, Ch.4, Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism- En 
forskarantologi, SOU 2017:67, Elanders Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017, p.100 
51 Diamant Salihu, Tills alla dör, Mondial, Stockholm, 2021, E-book 
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members, participate in court hearings, and talk to the police, just to mention a few. His 

experience and ability to access these individuals is what makes his book so valuable to this 

study, as it provides a very close and intimate picture behind and around the individuals 

connected to the criminal networks.  

Fredrik Kärrholm is a former police officer and has ten years of experience working near the 

vulnerable areas northwest of Stockholm, and he holds a master’s degree in criminology from 

Cambridge University in England. During his career Kärrholm has also worked with police 

intelligence at the National Intelligence Unit and at the Swedish National Police Chief’s staff.  

In his book Gangstervåld52, Kärrholm describes the general criminal environments in Sweden 

but focus on the issues with criminal networks, and their effect on the Swedish society. He 

also writes and presents suggestions and approaches on how to stop and deal with this 

criminal problem. Kärrholm’s experience as a police officer in one of the vulnerable areas in 

Stockholm mix with his academic degree, provides a good overview and comparison over 

time regarding criminal organisations and their development in Sweden.  

3.2 Articles and reports 

Other material that has been used is articles and reports such as the chosen SOU on violent 

extremism53, which provides the result of a collection of authors and practitioners to improve 

and strength the overview, and methods to handle violent extremism in today’s society. The 

writing of this report is initiated and ordered by the Swedish national coordinator to protect 

democracy against violent extremism.  

This report provides this thesis with a good overview of the Swedish violent extremist milieu 

and how it has developed over time. It offers suggestions on how to deal with it and potential 

future research in certain areas. The report is published in 2017, but can still be considered 

relevant to its time and provides a rather unique collection of descriptions of Swedish violent 

extremist organisations active today.  

The article from Rostami et al Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i 

Sverige 54 aims to provide a picture of the overlapping elements between criminal 

 
52 Fredrik Kärrholm, Gangstervåld- Den nya brottsligheten, Fri tanke Förlag, 2021 
53 Statens offentliga utredningar (SOU), Våldsbejakande extremism- En forskarantologi, SOU 2017:67, Elanders 
Sverige AB, Stockholm, 2017 
54 Amir Rostami, Hernan Mondani, Christoffer Carlsson, Joakim Sturup, Jerzy Sarnecki, Christofer Edling, 
Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, 2018 
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organisations and violent extremism. This report provides a good overview for the different 

categories in Sweden connected to organised crime and violent extremism.  

The study includes research on e.g., demographic background, history of education, previous 

criminal activity and what’s of main interest for this thesis, the correlation and overlapping 

elements between different groups. It gathers its information from a wide database containing 

information from the Police Authority, Secret Service, and the social service to mention a 

few, and is therefore considered highly relevant in its possibility to provide a broad overview 

of the Swedish setting regarding criminal organisations and violent extremist groups.  

In 2015 Marco Nilsson published his article on Foreign Fighters and the Radicalization of 

Local Jihad,55 and in the study Nilsson interviews a number of Swedish former foreign fighter 

who all have been part of violent Islamic extremist groups.  

The interviews that Nilsson presents in his paper provides us with the ideas and reasons for 

why the individuals joined and fought for different violent Islamic groups. Nilsson’s article is 

one of a kind in Sweden and therefore provides great insight to this hidden environment 

which is hard to gain access to. 

4. Criminal networks and violent Islamic extremism 

The following section Criminal networks and Violent Islamic extremism will present the 

empirical findings for this thesis. As mentioned earlier under Research Methodology the 

empirical material will be separated in two sub-categories for an easier overview of the two 

groups and the findings. The reason for this layout is to provide the reader with a clearer 

comparison of the two different groups.  

4.1 Criminal networks 

The boys and young men that Salihu follows in his book are from an early age active in petty 

crimes and robberies, that then escalate to serious and organised crime and violent actions 

such as shootings and murder. Many of them have also from an early age been flagged by the 

social services, their schools and the police. And even though they are taken under custody of 

 
55 Marco Nilsson, Foreign Fighters and the Radicalization of Local Jihad-Interview Evidence from Swedish 
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the state and placed in different youth homes and institutes, many of them continue their 

criminal activities and destructive lifestyles.56   

Kärrholm points out an issue within the vulnerable areas and describes this as “gangster 

culture”57, and refers to it as a subculture that’s been growing in these areas, and which is 

influenced by the American gangster rap and hip-hop music genre. This subculture brings 

with it a clear contempt for the police and justice system, liberal views on drugs and 

romanticising violence. One interviewee from Salihu’s book mentions the influence of rap-

music and that “All the kids (punks) want to be like them…”, referring to the US where 

gangster artists rap about getting away with murder.58 According to Kärrholm many of the 

young boys and men are also attracted to these gangs by the masculine identity that it 

provides, which is something that they identify as clear male roles. Kärrholm argues that the 

vulnerable areas are not only excluded socially and economically, but they are also excluded 

physically, and this allows for these subcultures to grow. The negative aspects of this are the 

lack of respect and trust for government authorities, something that is shared within the bigger 

community of these areas.59 Which is also described in the Swedish Police Authorities 

assessment regarding vulnerable areas.60   

Salihu also writes about the influence that the gangster rap has on these individuals and that 

many of the lyrics actually retells criminal activities that these networks have done, or threats 

and warnings to other groups. Parts of a lyric from one song called “Pistol Whip” from one 

network member could be interpreted as a warning to others during one part of the conflict in 

Rinkeby, when the violence between two rival networks started to escalate, “Jaffar Byn, he is 

back, You asked us for this gangster shit, Supply and demand, motherfucker”61. By 

incorporating actions and threats into their songs, that specific group or member can claim the 

respect of their actions publicly. Most of the times the lyrics are not precise but according to 

 
56 Diamant Salihu, Tills alla dör, Mondial, Stockholm, 2021, E-book, p.19, 30, 50, 79  
57 Fredrik Kärrholm, Gangstervåld- Den nya brottsligheten, Fri tanke Förlag, 2021, p.99 
58 Diamant Salihu, Tills alla dör, Mondial, Stockholm, 2021, E-book, freely translated from “Alla snorungar vill bli 
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59 Fredrik Kärrholm, Gangstervåld- Den nya brottsligheten, Fri tanke Förlag, 2021, p.98–100 
60 Polismyndigheten, Utsatta områden: Social ordning, kriminell struktur och utmaningar för polisen, Nationella 
operativa avdelningen, 2017, p.4-5 
61 Diamant Salihu, Tills alla dör, Mondial, Stockholm, 2021, E-book, freely translated from “Jaffar By, han är 
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Salihu, for the people living in these vulnerable areas it is enough information for specific 

groups to take their credit.62   

A shared trait among many of the young men and boys in Salihu’s book, is that they all have 

mood swings and are easy to trigger to aggressive and violent behaviour that is hard to 

control. Added to that they usually have issues with authorities and problems both in school 

and at home. Most of them are living in big families crowded in small apartments, and 

commonly under relatively poor conditions, both health and financial wise. Relations to their 

parents are sometimes problematic and conflicts within the families are common, especially 

when their parents are trying to control the boys. Many of these young men also have 

different psychological diagnosis, but because psychological illness is still stigmatised in 

many groups, most of the individuals are diagnosed late in life.63  

As mentioned above, family conflicts can occur when other family members try to intervene 

and attain control, and this opens up for potential fights and violence. For the boys and the 

young men who have been exposed to the criminal network’s milieu, pride and honour are 

important parts in their lives, and if someone has dishonoured you, it is important to retake 

that honour. One example of this, which also shows the aggressive and violent behaviour that 

some of the individuals have, is when an older brother is attacked and stabbed in the neck by 

his younger sibling. The attack was a result of the older brother slapping the younger one in 

front of his friends, whilst trying to make him come home with their mother. The attack on the 

older brother was a way to retaliate for that lost honour and regain his status among his 

friends.64  

This described behaviour with little self-control or limited control over one’s impulses, is also 

described in Kärrholm’s book, and it seems to be one common factor when it comes to 

members of criminal networks in vulnerable areas. More organised criminal groups such as 

motorcycle gangs or mafia, have clear leadership and hierarchical structures where lower 

ranked members have to obey the senior ones. This system of hierarchy is not present within 

the networks, and this lack of control creates an uncertainty for violence, which makes them 

hard to analyse and predict.65 Kärrholm also describes the members of the criminal networks 

as a collection of individuals who have grown up in the same neighbourhood, gone to the 
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same school, and that they form their groups spontaneously in a sort of self-radicalisation 

towards criminal activities.66 Salihu also mentions this sort of radicalisation among the 

criminal networks and refers it to what happened to other boys and girls who joined violent 

Islamic extremists during the beginning of the Syrian war.67 

The influence from older boys serves a part in the development of becoming a member to a 

criminal network, where physical violence towards the younger ones such as slaps, serves as 

punishment for smoking in school. At the same time, the older boys can treat the younger 

ones with some pocket money for food and other things. This behaviour Salihu calls “hard 

love”, as most of the younger boys look up to the older ones and want to be part of that group 

and their circle.68 The social connection is an important factor in the networks and even boys 

who do well in school, can get dragged down in these negative spirals. One example in the 

book tells the story about how a boy feels missed placed among his classmates who are 

mostly of Nordic heritage and lives in more well off established urban areas. This together 

with rising tension at home, increased his feeling of not belonging in the group and eventually 

drove him into the criminal networks.69  

According to Salihu it is obvious that the lack of social services in vulnerable areas sums up 

the feeling of exclusion from the general society to a large group of the population living 

there. Added to that, many of the individuals involved in criminal networks have poor results 

in school, which is a common denominator for this group, and the effects that this seems to 

have on the individuals is to make them more likely to be influenced by criminal groups. 

These combined feelings with poor results in school and the overall feeling of exclusion from 

society, creates a cocktail of emotions that leave many of the boys with the idea and 

perspective that their only option to succeed is to engage in criminal activity.70  

This notion of only having crime as an option, or the temptation of easy money is often 

influenced by older boys and young men already engaged in crime. As already mentioned 

above, the gangster culture has a strong influence on many of the youngsters as they can see 

the potential and the opportunity to show off with nice cloths, money, and expensive cars. 

Something that is very attractive to younger boys who are searching for quick solutions, and 

 
66 Fredrik Kärrholm, Gangstervåld- Den nya brottsligheten, Fri tanke Förlag, 2021, p.52 
67 Diamant Salihu, Tills alla dör, Mondial, Stockholm, 2021, E-book, p.132  
68 Ibid, p.85 
69 Ibid, p.180 
70 Ibid, p.92, 126, 141 



22 
 

the respect that they feel they wouldn’t be able to have otherwise.71 The feeling of exclusion 

from other options and being judged by others for your look, background and family can also 

become a reason to join criminal groups. One of the individuals that is interviewed in Salihu’s 

book is referring to the feeling of being judged early on in life, and that the social service, his 

school and the police, judged him straight away due to the criminal history of his father and 

grandfather.72  

According to Salihu many of the boys described in his book are faced with what they see as 

two options when it comes to their future. They either take a low paid job at the best, and will 

most likely never be able to climb the social ladder. Or they engage in the criminal life where 

money, respect and fame is fully possible. This is at least the picture that many of the 

individuals are talking about when they are interviewed by Salihu. The option of safety 

without opportunities is challenged by insecurity, but with opportunities. A life with respect is 

placed next to a life without, and the choice becomes easy for these young men, as respect is 

valued highly and connected to money.73 Kärrholm also writes about the importance of 

respect and gaining a high social status within the group, and criminal activity is a way to 

obtain that.74 

The lack of integration among such a big population within the vulnerable areas that doesn’t 

speak Swedish and the collection of people living on social welfare, creates a feeling of 

exclusion from the rest of society, which eventually leads to frustration and that people don’t 

feel well in their everyday life.75 There is also a distrust among the community against the 

state and the police, and this causes problems when it comes to investigating crimes. Just as 

Kärrholm writes about the gangster culture, vulnerable areas are influenced by all the mixed 

ethnicities living there, and this creates other subcultures where many people view 

government agencies with suspicion, and sometimes view them as something unwanted or 

oppressing.76 This creates issues especially when it comes to investigating criminal activities 

and murders, as many of the families doesn’t want to talk to the police. Instead, they try to 

deal with it themselves according to traditional methods from their home countries.77 And as 

the violence spread and people are exposed to it in their close social circles, it is easy to adapt 
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to and revenge and retaliation becomes a matter of respect for the entire group of friends 

building of these mixed cultural values. 78  

Kärrholm writes in his book about anti-social dominant behaviour as a way to create authority 

and challenge the social structures of who is in control. By challenging these norms 

aggressive or the rumour of aggressive and violent behaviour, can shift the power balance and 

its dynamics and this is often tested in schools, at home or in public places against security 

guards or police officers. The act on its own isn’t necessary criminal but it clearly pushes the 

limits and creates a reputation for the individual.79 A former member from one of the 

networks talks about the importance of showing a strong and masculine façade in front of 

others. Something that correlates to the importance of what is viewed as being a man. Clothes, 

watches and money is also a part of that facade to show what you have achieved.  But the 

truth according to one interviewee, is that inside many of the active members in these network 

are tired, stressed and unhappy. However, they need to keep that front up and can’t allow 

someone else to see their troubles or how they struggle, “…you have to play hard all the 

time”80. Survival is depending on a hard and strong posture. This also makes the process of 

leaving the criminal environment extremely hard, and Salihu refers to this as being similar to 

what a drug addict feels coming of drugs. Unfortunately, this process is complicated, costly 

and takes time.81  

As mentioned earlier the criminal networks are loosely constructed and they adapt to the 

events around them. Loyalties are also sometimes malleable with flat hierarchy within the 

groups. When someone is taken into custody, imprisoned or killed, the gap created by that 

event fills up rather quickly and the group adapts to the changing environment.82 The flowing 

structures of the networks are according to Salihu hard to keep track of, as one person is taken 

away, someone new replaces that individual and fills that gap. In one of Salihu’s interviews 

the interviewee says “It is free for those who dares”83, referring to selling drugs in the area of 

Rinkeby as long as you are within the current ruling network. Many police officers that Salihu 
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has spoken to, describes the networks as unorganised criminal activity and that hundreds of 

kids are ready to be recruited on a yearly basis.84 

Something that becomes obvious during Salihu’s interviews is how normalised the violence 

is, and how accepted it is for the young men and boys to have friends killed before they even 

reach their twenties.85 But it is not just within the criminal networks that the violence has 

become normalised. During a conversation with a girl who’s living in the area, it becomes 

clear to Salihu how normalised the experience of deadly violence in is Rinkeby, and that 

people living there is not surprised anymore and reacts to it with indifference. The girl 

compares the event of someone being shot and killed, with the attention someone would give 

hearing a story about a random car crash. The shootings and the gun violence are so 

normalised that it is part of the everyday life.86   

4.2 Violent Islamic extremism  

According to Rostami et al in their report from 2018, the way into violent extremism shares 

similar traits with those of joining criminal networks, feeling of exclusion, poor results in 

school and not being able to get a job. These events can place the individual in a state of 

social instability and usually takes place in the early teens and beginning of adulthood. This 

change in life disrupts previous routines and replaces them with an unorganised life or day 

cycle. Social instability is a term used to describe a state when the person no longer is bound 

to certain pre-determined social rules from its past, or what may set the rules for the 

individual’s future grown up life. This instability leads the individual to explore, as free time 

is no longer regulated as previously within fixed time schedules. The new freedom and spare 

time can therefore be used to search or question one’s identity and abilities.87  

This unstructured life and loss of routine can become an issue to the person affected, and it 

becomes clear when reading the response from one interviewee, who’s describing a day of his 

life after he dropped out of school, as nothing more but waking up, eat, and then sleep again. 

The interviewee also adds that he did go out and into the city, but the picture he describes is 

of a monotone life situation. The interviewee also says that perhaps a job would have helped 

him. Rostami et al continues in their report by explaining that the loss of control is not per se 
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Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, 2018, p.64–65 
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the way in to either a criminal or violent extremist life, but it lowers the bar and the personal 

resilience regarding social control and how to withstand other influences. Many of the 

interviewees with ties to violent extremism has a background and history of both petty and 

serious organised crime. The active individuals are also mostly young men and in roughly the 

same age span as the individuals engaged in the criminal networks.88  

In a study from 2018 made by Magnus Ranstorp et al, on the challenges that Islamic extremist 

milieus adds to Swedish society. The study concludes that 71 percent of all the Swedish 

foreign fighters originated from vulnerable areas, and that 80 percent of these individuals 

came from four areas in Sweden, Stockholm being one of those four. The Stockholm suburb 

Järva was also particularly highlighted as the area from where most individuals travelled from 

before joining IS. 89 This high percentage of individuals joining violent Islamic extremist 

groups, correlates to the same demographic areas where we find the individuals making up the 

bulk of members in the criminal networks.   

An important aspect that Rostami et al brings up in their report is that to become part of a 

violent extremist group you need to have some sort of connection and access to it, and it often 

takes place face to face. According to the report Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad 

brottslighet the spare and free time that the individual now has, as a result of not going to 

school, or the loss of work. Makes it possible for them to get to know other people they 

wouldn’t have had time to hang out with previously. They can now develop more connections 

to a bigger number of people that takes them down different paths they wouldn’t have had the 

option to explore.90  

In the report Rostami et al shows how these network connections work, and how one 

interviewee was exposed to violent Islamic extremism through his friends, and further on their 

friends. The interviewee talks about how the process develops when becoming part of a 

group, and that “Individuals from the childhood group of friends, who had a connection with 
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Våldsbejakande extremism och organiserad brottslighet i Sverige, FORSKNINGSRAPPORT 2018/4, Institutet för 
Framtidsstudier, 2018, p.66  



26 
 

another group of Muslims. Who practiced Islam more”91. And how he was exposed to 

different ideas over time and ways of seeing things differently, e.g. religious belief and 

adaptations, “this is a distorted version [of Islam] to suit the West, to please the West”92. The 

interviewee describes that the further you go the deeper you get and “…then you're in the 

gang”93. Finally being trusted and allowed to meet the core individuals in the group, some of 

which who have travelled to other countries to fight.94 

In the report by Rostami et al the authors talk about how the individuals search for meaning 

becomes a central part of understanding why people participate in these groups. The group 

belonging allow them to express and also grow as individuals, feeling their own value. But it 

can also cause doubt about what’s right, and how to act appropriately with regards to the 

group’s belief. This dilemma that is being experienced by the individual, trying to find their 

own way and what’s right for them, reflects the mixed feelings that are experienced and how 

important they are.95  

Marco Nilsson’s article from 2015 is building on interviews of former violent Islamic group 

members from Sweden, who all have been fighting abroad. One interviewee describes it as his 

“duty as a Muslim to help them”96, and that he wasn’t a good Muslim prior to his trip. But 

that being with his Muslim brothers made him better. When Nilsson asked about the reasons 

for why the interviewees were fighting, two themes usually arose, global jihad and 

martyrdom. Both topics according to Nilsson concerns the will to please God and to gain the 

holy praise as a martyr when fighting the common enemy. However not all the fighters had 

the wish to die, but the will to fight for their fellow Muslims was strong, and one of the 

interviewees expressed that his life didn’t have a “meaning when so many other Muslims 

were being killed”97. Another reason to fight was also connected to the viewed global 

struggle, and that Muslims need to fight and defend their Muslim lands.98  

 
91 Amir Rostami, Hernan Mondani, Christoffer Carlsson, Joakim Sturup, Jerzy Sarnecki, Christofer Edling, 
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nöjda”, p.67 
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According to Nilsson recruiting methods for both the Taliban and IS has been roughly the 

same, and it happens in the same way that most recruiting does for any kind of soldiers to any 

organisation or cause. The fight or struggle is presented to be greater than oneself and aims to 

protect the weak or the way of life for your people.99  

Nilsson writes that for many of the interviewees their liberal home countries didn’t provide 

them as first or second-generation immigrants with equal opportunities, compared to the rest 

of the native population and society. As a result of this, they instead seek their identity 

elsewhere and a transnational identity grows with what is identified as their people and 

provides them with meaning.100  

But as everything change over time, so does the participants perspective. Nilsson writes that 

the change of purpose and meaning to the cause, on a personal perspective, can change as the 

conflict or fighting develops. This happened to one of Nilsson’s interviewees when Russia left 

Afghanistan and the Mujahedin started fighting among themselves. The internal fighting was 

according to the interviewee not right, as they were then killing each other and not the foreign 

enemy. The fighter in this case then decided to leave Afghanistan and go to Bosnia, where the 

Bosnians were fighting the Serbs and the Croats during the 90s. This setting according to the 

individual provided once more, a clear enemy and a clear cause for the fight.101  

According to the interviewees in Nilsson’s study, the jihadist fighters talked about religion 

between themselves in order to legitimacy their own actions and to determine what makes a 

true Muslim. The fighters could also debate and discuss the different views of different 

religious scholars.102 Discussing these topics can be seen as a way to rationalise certain 

actions as rightful, and this is usually done by the individuals involved in an act or planning 

one. To some degree this needs to be done before the act and it helps to fade out norms and 

rules in order to justify an action or event. According to Rostami et al this is something that is 

common and present in all violent extremist environments and not just the Islamic, and the 

terminology that is usually used to smooth out the lines for violent actions is usually referred 
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to as “struggle”, “fight”, “war” or “resistance”. This could be argued makes the actions more 

accepted or easier to preform than framing it as “attacks” or “murder”.103  

Research on psychological diagnoses among terrorists have shown that there is quite a low 

percentage of psychological illness among these individuals. There are however two 

categories within violent extremists that stands out, and that is among the lone-wolfs were a 

study showed that 35 percent had some sort of psychological illness, and around 20 percent 

within the jihadist or foreign fighter group. The studies regarding diagnoses among violent 

extremism are however not very detailed in their method and can’t therefore be used to draw 

any final conclusions. However, an interesting aspect of this is that the study provides signs 

that there could be a higher number of psychological diagnoses within the group of violent 

Islamic extremists. And as these diagnosis are common among members within the criminal 

networks, this might connect the two groups further and that the topic of correlations between 

the two groups needs more attention.104   

5. Analysis 

In this section the empirical findings will be analysed with the structure described in the 

methodological section 1.5.4 with Baumeister four needs. The four needs are i) a sense of 

purpose, ii) value or justification, iii) efficacy or control, and iv) self-worth, and stems from 

Baumeister’s idea of what an individual need in order to create a sense of meaning in life.  

• A sense of purpose is used to create guidance for the individual and something that the 

person can strive towards, something that could be referred to as a life goal. This goal 

or wish may over time alternate and change but will nevertheless be the driving factor 

for the individual’s motivation. 

 

• Value or justification is the need that people will use in order to defend their actions, 

in order to portrait them as good or just. It is however each individual’s moral 

compass that will determine what is considered good or bad. 
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• Efficacy or control makes the individual feel or believe they are in control of their own 

actions and their way towards their visualised goal.  

 

• Self-worth is the final and fourth need, describing the individuals positive or satisfied 

feeling regarding oneself in the view of others.  

5.1 Sense of purpose 

Adding Baumeister’s theory to the findings in the empirical material presented in the section 

above on Criminal networks and Violent Islamic extremism. We will see that the loss of 

believe in the possibility of a positive future, would most likely lead these affected individuals 

on the search for a new sense of purpose and an idea of how to get there. In order to imagine 

or even trying to reach that wished or visualised end-state, Baumeister writes that the 

individual must analyse its current situation and assess if their current state would lead them 

to that end goal. If not, the individual will have to make changes in their lives in order to get 

there. What we then can see from the empirical material is that the boys and the young men in 

their current situation, won’t be able to have a lot of money, nice clothes, and expensive cars, 

as many of them dream off. Most of them grew up in big families with low income, and it is 

therefore not surprisingly that many of them dream about money, being respected or someone 

who is noticed. The only possible way to get that, as they see it, based on their assessment and 

available options is by committing crime. For the individuals belonging in the violent Islamic 

extremist groups, the wish for money doesn’t seem to be the main drive. Instead, they strive to 

become a better Muslim and person in accordance with the group mind-set and ideology. But 

also, a wish of finding their own identity and belonging that is accepted by others. Once their 

current situation is assessed in relation to their own life goals or envisioned future, the 

individual has a choice to act in order to make that wish happen and move along that 

envisioned path. 

As many of the members of violent Islamic extremist groups have a previous history of crime, 

it is highly likely, and in line with Baumeister’s own saying, that a person might change or 

most likely will change his or her sense of purpose at some point during their life. Moving 

from a criminal network affiliation to a violent Islamic extremist group as perspectives and 

the sense of purpose might have changed along the way, would not be that far apart as the 

individuals most likely already have some degree of connection to the other group, as we have 

seen in the empirical material. This change and re-evaluation of your life and sense of purpose 
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will also take place for individuals trying to leave these groups, and not only for moving 

between them.  

5.2 Value or justification  

The second stage in Baumeister’s theory is placing value or justifying one’s actions in life. 

Value is just like Baumeister says, not that precise, which makes the term of justification a 

more useful tool. According to Baumeister, people will most likely try to justify their actions 

as means to reach their end goals. Nilsson and Rosami et al writes about this as a way for 

extremists to defend and justify their actions, and that it is usually done during the act or 

planning of it. Value then becomes an interpretation of how the individual person ranks their 

own actions, being good or bad.  

Regarding criminal networks, justifying one’s actions to commit crime or violent offences 

such as murder or assault, is most likely justified as a way to get more money and respect, as 

respect and money are closely connected and viewed as part of being successful. Many of the 

individuals in these networks are feeling excluded from the general society, and a way to 

justify their criminal behaviour is to view it as their only option in a society that doesn’t care 

about them. The social connection is an important factor and justifying criminal actions in a 

society that doesn’t accept you, is not a big loss to that individual.  

In the case of violent Islamic extremism, we can see that justification could come from the 

wish to be a good Muslim or support other Muslims, in accordance with the specific group 

ideology. Which is then not unlikely to include a wish for revenge, especially if we look at the 

findings in the UNDP report on underlying reasons for joining a violent Islamic extremist 

group or protecting Muslim lands as showed in Nilsson’s article. Another example that could 

be used to justify their actions, is what Nilsson describes as the wish to be part of something 

bigger than yourself, such as a great struggle or to protect the weak. This could be used to 

provide the individual with a feeling of doing something good, which adds a positive value to 

it, hence justifying violent actions.   

As showed in the empirical material a common aspect among the young men and boys are 

that they share similar backgrounds with shattered family constellations, unrestful or crowded 

home environments and weak economical means. Their tendency to use violence in order to 

achieve their goals, which is adding to the macho attitude within the group trying to obtain 

respect and fear, could be explained by their influence of gangster related music, but also their 

lack of self-control due to psychological diagnosis. A combination of those two factors will 
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also most likely affect the individuals towards the same results. Anti-social dominant 

behaviour like Kärrholm talks about is then used in a way to gain authority and respect from 

others, and an individual or a group with reputation of being violent creates fear and obtains 

respect.  

5.3 Efficacy and control 

These actions bring us to the third point in Baumeister’s theory about efficacy and control. 

And being part of a group or a network is a way for the individual to gain control of one’s life, 

and actions towards the aspired goal. By joining either of the two groups the individual places 

him or herself as an active player to their own desired end goal. By that point they have taken 

the step from being a passive outcast, where their actions don’t provide them with what they 

want, to now actively engage in reaching their sense of purpose or life goal. Through their 

participation in a criminal network, they can now see the benefits as they start to earn money 

from illegal activities, feel respected due to the success they might have in their actions or by 

the fear that they can project in their surroundings. Even though there are many threats and 

uncertainties to that environment, such as competition and rivalry from other criminal groups 

or being arrested by the police. Their actions provide them with the feeling of control and that 

they are able to do something with their lives. Similar could be argued for the violent Islamic 

extremists as their way into the group provides them with the possibility to act, and in the case 

of foreign fighters actually doing something concrete to help their brothers and sisters in need.  

5.4 Self-worth  

The last bit in Baumeister’s theory on finding meaning to one’s life is self-worth. Baumeister 

describes this partly as the struggle to create a positive picture around yourself and your own 

character, in order to gain respect from others. Reading about the described feelings that is 

shared by both members from criminal networks and violent Islamic extremists, regarding 

exclusion and not being able to have a positive belief in the future. Would most likely affect 

these individuals in a similar negative way and in that sense make it hard to obtain that feeling 

of self-worth, or respect from people in your surroundings. By taking control of your life and 

your choices and actions, one could argue that the individual’s self-worth will increase, as 

they move from being a passive by-stander to an initiator. Much like what Baumeister talks 

about when he refers to couple break-ups, and that people are much more prone to be viewed 

as the initiator rather than the one being left behind. The feeling of being part off and accepted 

into a group would also most likely add to this feeling, and to many of the individuals in both 

groups the acceptance would likely improve their own self-worth.  
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Salihu writes in his book that many of the individuals feel like they have been judged by 

others and that the exclusion from society clearly has a negative effect on them. In Rosami et 

al’s report the authors write about how becoming a member of a group can make the 

individual grow and the belief in their own value. One of the interviewees in Nilsson’s report 

also refers to his own increased feeling of self-worth when he was with his Muslim brothers, 

as that made him feel like a better person. The belonging to a group or network clearly 

provides the individual with certain positive feelings stemming from the picture that the group 

projects to others and its surrounding space. This could for example be success in their 

different businesses or their ability to produce respect and fear. By being part of that group, 

the individuals gain those benefits for themselves by simple being part of that community and 

constellation.     

5.5 Analysis of Criminal networks & violent Islamic extremism  

As explained above with the help of Baumeister’s theory, we can see the negative trends that 

criminal networks and violent Islamic extremism creates in the vulnerable areas, and how 

young boys and men are drawn into them. Once part of it, it is hard to get out and even though 

the social service and other government agencies are trying to mitigate further criminal 

behaviour or connections to these groups it is hard to break the cycle. Salihu is repeatedly 

coming back to these negative effects that the vulnerable areas are suffering from due to the 

exclusion from the majority of the Swedish society. Many of the young men and boys that 

Salihu writes about are from an early age struggling to deal with that exclusion, and it is not 

just the boys, it is the whole areas that are experiencing the negative effects. Rosami et al 

portraits a similar picture in their report on criminal networks and violent extremism and adds 

that the loss of daily routine doesn’t necessary mean that the affected individual will 

automatically become either criminal or a violent extremist, but it lowers the bar and personal 

resilience regarding social control and external influences.  

Both Salihu and Kärrholm brings up the issue of low self-control and the unpredicted 

tendency for violence among individuals within criminal networks. And from what Salihu 

writes about medical and psychological diagnosis among these individuals, it is likely to 

explain some of their unpredictable behaviour and their problems in school, as they wouldn’t 

have had the support they needed to focus. The effect of not being able to perform as others 

and having problems with social interaction could, and just as Salihu writes, add to the feeling 

of exclusion and not fitting in. Something that also could lower their threshold for external 

influences and contribute to their radicalisation towards either criminal networks or violent 
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extremism. Even though the research on psychological diagnosis among terrorists so far 

haven’t been thorough enough for any conclusive statements, it is still an interesting finding 

that in this specific group among violent extremists there are signs of a higher occurrence. 

Just as there is a higher amount of diagnosis among members within criminal networks than 

any other criminal organisation. This information makes both groups stand out in their 

respective category and could be argued to show another link between them as this 

information ties the two groups closer together.   

Kärrholm argues that the vulnerable areas are also excluded from the general society 

physically and not only socially, and that this exclusion allows for subcultures to grow. One 

of these cultures according to Kärrholm is the hip-hop and American gangster rap culture, 

which seems to be influencing the members of criminal networks. One of the younger men 

that Salihu writes about in his book, is or was, one of the biggest musicians in Sweden in this 

genre. Something that clearly influenced the conflict and other young men in his 

surroundings. One could argue that the musical influence is part of that radicalisation process 

that both Kärrholm and Salihu refers too, as it provides the individuals with views of easy and 

fast money through criminal actions, romanticising violence, and their contempt for the 

judiciary system and the police force.   

Following the line of radicalisation, one of the interviewees in Rosami et al’s report describes 

the process as something that takes time, and that it is developed in stages. The individual is 

exposed to different ideas over time and as the ideas sink in, the deeper the person get within 

the group. Through that process additional connections develop, and the individual becomes 

gradually more and more exposed to ideas formed inside the group. This development and 

process shares similarities to what Salihu describes in his book about older boys fostering the 

younger ones through hard love, and the description by Kärrholm of radicalisation within 

criminal networks. Rosami et al also writes that most of the individuals joining violent Islamic 

extremist groups, do that through an already established contact or a friend, and the 

indications show that criminal networks work the same way. Both Kärrholm and Salihu writes 

for example in their books that many of the individuals have gone to the same school, share 

friends and sometimes even come from the same family.  

Salihu focusses on the experiences off the individuals connected to the criminal networks and 

their closest family and friends. The boys and young men’s poor results in school and their 

problems with authority is a common denominator that seems to bring them together, and the 
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feeling of exclusion along with what Kärrholm describes as “gangster culture” creates a 

subculture within and around these groups, and that the only way to be successful is by 

committing crime. Among the violent Islamic extremist, the strive for what’s right and to be a 

good Muslim seems to be the driving factor in their cases. The feeling of not belonging is 

shared between the groups and being part of one creates a bond and the feeling of belonging. 

Similar two what Kärrholm and Salihu describes as the gangster subculture within criminal 

networks, Nilsson also writes that the interviewees in his study also felt left out of the overall 

society, and that the exclusion forced them to seek belonging and identity elsewhere. Salihu 

and other Swedish government agency reports, refers to the feeling of exclusion as the lack of 

believe in a positive future, and it is not unlikely that individuals in violent Islamic 

environments share this due to their experienced isolation in the same demographic areas. In 

Rosami et al’s report the authors talk about the individuals search for meaning as a part to 

understand why people engage in these environments. This lack of believe will most likely 

affect individuals in both groups in a similar fashion, as the described feelings are similar and 

clearly affects the person negatively.  

6. Conclusion 

Before coming down to the final conclusion of this thesis, we need to look back at the 

beginning and start with the research question for this paper.  

- How can Baumeister’s theory on the four needs for meaning help us understand why 

individuals from vulnerable areas in Sweden join criminal networks and/or violent 

Islamic extremist groups?  

Looking at Baumeister’s four needs for meaning together with the previous research and the 

analysis preformed on the empirical findings, we can see that there are initial differences 

between the two groups when it comes to the first described reasons to join either of the two.  

Members of criminal networks talk and dream about money, clothes and respect, whereas 

members of violent Islamic extremism talk about helping others and becoming a better 

person. Both groups adhere to their separate constellations and their different ideologies and 

values within these groups, and violent actions against others who are not part of these groups 

is considered acceptable. The two groups form and build their structure as a response towards 

the exclusion that they feel from the rest of society. 
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It seems that many of the interviewees and the individuals described in the empirical material, 

having a sense of belonging and being accepted in a group could in fact be argued to be the 

main driver. The wished end-state that is referred to in Baumeister’s theory, or that final goal 

that people seek in order to find that sense of belonging, may very well have something to do 

with both money or religiously motivated ideology. But in order to reach any of those things, 

the individuals need to be accepted and become a part of the group who can support them in 

that quest. When an individual’s life goal change, or if it changes, it is not unlikely that the 

person moves from one group to the other. As we have seen the two groups are connected 

within the same geographical and demographical areas, and the social connection into the 

groups seems to be key for the possibility of joining them.  

Other researchers have also identified the need for meaning and the search of it, as an initial 

or significant part of why individuals join either criminal networks or violent Islamic 

extremist groups. Previous research such as Aly and Striegher’s article on the case of Roche 

as mentioned earlier in this thesis, concluded that in Roche’s case, religion did play a much 

lesser part in his radicalisation. The statistics from the UNDP report on ways into extremism, 

which is also mentioned earlier in this paper, shares Aly and Striegher’s conclusion that 

religion has a smaller role to play than what people might think. And in the quote that 

Malthaner takes from Wiktorowicz, we can see that in order for an individual to join a 

movement, that person will most likely already have some form of acceptance or tolerance to 

the ideas of that group. This initial acceptance or sympathy doesn’t make that individual a 

radical, but Wiktorowicz argue that it is the social connections within the group that are the 

driving force behind the final transformation. Both researchers Borum and Horgan who also 

have been mentioned previously in this paper, argues that in order to understand why and how 

people become radicalised either in criminal activity or in violent extremism, we need to look 

at cognitive, behavioural and ideological factors. More or less, how different individuals act 

and think within certain frames of their lives and situations, and how those thoughts and taken 

actions affect other individuals which then influence the whole group.  Both Kärrholm and 

Salihu refers to the criminal networks as some sort of radicalised group, and perhaps is that 

what we need to do in order to compare them properly.  

The search for meaning and a sense of purpose that is part of Baumeister’s theory seems to be 

the driving factor for most of the individuals involved in these groups, and to most of them it 

appears to come as an effect from finding themselves in a new situation where their normal 

everyday life routine has changed due to some external event. This could be due to sudden 
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changes in their relationship, unemployment, being expelled from school or not being able to 

get a job. What pushes the individual in either direction of the two, seems to depend on the 

individual’s social circles and in turn, who those individuals in that circle are connected to. 

Money or ideological beliefs could simply be two means of achieving the same goal. 

Justifying one’s actions in accordance with Baumeister’s second need is merely the way to 

find a positive value to explain an act in accordance with the group ideology. How we justify 

our choices is entirely individual and depends on our own moral compass which is also 

connected to the overall group belonging and belief. As we can see from the empirical 

material, justifying the actions from the perspectives of our two groups, the justification and 

value placed on their deeds and choices will depend on their end goal and sense of purpose.    

The third need that Baumeister presents and the feeling and thought of being in control, or to 

have the ability to influence your surrounding in line with your desired goals, would in most 

cases improve that person’s wellbeing. This step of Baumeister’s theory is not really affected 

by the individuals set goal, as the two first ones are. The idea or the ability to have control 

would most likely in all cases have the same positive effect on the individual, regardless of its 

ambition.  

The same could be argued for the last step in Baumeister’s theory as the feeling of self-worth 

would most likely be the same in any case, no matter what the sense of purpose is. Achieving 

a positive picture of your own person and character, acquired through your own justified 

actions, would once again most likely make that person feel better if it leads the individual in 

its set direction.  

Based on the analysis of the empirical material that is presented in this study, it is hard to find 

full support for this thesis hypothesis. Which is that the adopted ideology that the different 

groups provide, if it is religiously motivated or profit based on criminal activity, actually is 

less important than the feeling of belonging, being understood and finding a purpose for your 

daily life. Based on Baumeister’s theory the first initial criteria seem to set a guiding line for 

the individuals visualised end-state, and that influences the way that the individuals justify 

and values their future actions. That an underlying wish or strive for belonging and 

acceptance to a group is there, is quite clear when reading about the feelings of the involved 

individuals. But if that comes as a subconscious or conscious choice regarding the initial step 

of becoming a member of either group, is hard to point out with the available data. The 

influence of others is there, and the social connections to or within a group can be a driving 
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force in those choices. Money and possessions, or ideological beliefs could also be argued to 

simply be two different means of achieving the same goal or strive for a sense of purpose. 

That criminal networks and violent Islamic extremism are connected is clear and evident 

based on the material that has been presented, but to fully understand the socio-psychological 

reasons behind the choice of joining either of the groups needs further research.  
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