
Old Meets New: Nineteenth Century 
Epigraphic Technologies in the Digital Age

Uppsala University Library holds a large collection of epigraphic squeezes, field-notes and other material 
collected by the editors of the first six volumes of Corpus Inscriptionum Etruscarum. Preparations are now 
underway to digitise the collection and make it available to scholars online. 

In 1933, Swedish philologist Olof August Danielsson died. He had no family of his own, and it fell to his brother, a cobbler, to deal with his belongings. The 
decision was made to donate all his papers to the library of Uppsala University, where Danielsson had been the professor of Greek. Among them were a 
collection of 80 notebooks, hundreds of photographs and thousands of epigraphic squeezes. Unbeknownst to his surviving relatives and the staff at the 
library, this was likely the largest collection of Etruscological archive material in the world.  

Danielsson had been one of the original editors of the CIE, together with German philologist and schoolmaster Carl Pauli (1839-1901). 
He had worked closely with the other scholars involved in the CIE project, Gustav Herbig (1868-1925), Ernst Sittig (1887-1955) and 
Bartolomeo Nogara (1868-1954). The collection contains around 9000 epigraphic copies, most of which are paper squeezes. The 80 
notebooks contain field-notes, readings and concordances. There is also a large collection of manuscripts and proofs of the CIE, and 
around 300 photographs representing Etruscan inscriptions and wall-paintings. Most of the material depicts Etruscan inscriptions, but 
some early Latin inscriptions from Etruria are also included. 

Despite the significance of this type of collection, it has been given very little attention. Only twice have parts been published: once 
by Charlotte and Örjan Wikander (Etruscan inscriptions from the collections of Olof August Danielsson: Addenda to CIE II, I, 4, 2003, 
Stockholm: Medelhavsmuseet Memoir 10), and once by Dominique Briquel (Catalogue des inscriptions étrusques et italiques du Musée 
du Louvre, 2016, Paris: Picard). Both publications reproduced line-drawings based on the squeezes, and the material covered was a 
fraction of the collection.

The Uppsala Collection

In order to make the material searchable, detailed metadata must be developed. Previously, only more broad catalogues exist, 
compiled by Charlotte and Örjan Wikander. In the case of the squeezes, this type of catalogue exists only for half the collection.  

The itemisation will identify the inscriptions described or depicted, provide corpus reference to CIE, CIL and ET, as applicable, and 
collect data on the creation, including date and place as well as creator. When the itemisation is complete, the material will be 
looked over by conservators at Uppsala University Library, to ensure the best possible images and the longevity of the material. Then, 
the material will be digitised. 

The digitisation of squeezes poses unique challenges, as the information in focus is not written on the paper, but contained within its 
shape. The size of some squeezes, in some cases over 150 cm in width, must also be taken into account. The material will be digitised 
by the Digitisation Division at Uppsala University Library using a large industrial scanner with a relief enhancement setting, which will 
mimic a moving raking light. This will pose little to no risk to the material and will produce clear and reliable pictures. 

The collection will be made available on the Alvin 
digital repository, where it will be viewable in an 
online image viewer with zoom and rotate functions 
or downloaded as both high-resolution TIFFs and 
PDFs. All images will be Public Domain, making it 
possible to use it in publication, education and for 
any other use. They will also be retrievable using the 
International Image Interoperability Framework (IIIF). 
Alvin is currently being updated to allow for Linked 
Open Data. Open APIs will be implemented in all 
entries. Entries will also be linked internally, allowing 
end-users to easily navigate between squeezes, 
photographs and notes relating to the same 
inscription. 

This digitisation project will create a large-scale 
online resource for Etruscan epigraphy and make 
avai lable th is long-over looked mater ia l to 
epigraphists, linguists, archaeologists, historians and 
museum professionals.

Digitising the Collection
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Anatomy of a Squeeze

The obverse of each squeeze in the Uppsala collection has been marked and labelled. 
a) Squeeze number. The squeezes were numbered in the order made. 
b) Information on when, where and by whom the squeeze was made.  
c) Ancient location in Latin, used for organising the inscriptions in CIE. 
d) Inscription number. This is often, but not always, the same as the CIE number.  
e) References to previous corpora, included even when there are no such references. 
f) A note made by the squeezer for initial organisation 
g) Line in crayon indicating whether the inscription has been previously published or 

not. Blue indicates the inscription has not been published, red that it has. 
  

The reverse, which during the squeezing lies against the original, gives the best view of 
the inscription, but displays the inscription as mirrored.  
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