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Abstract

In this Bachelor paper, I have studied the field of citizen wage, a revolutionary concept that 
challenges the current system of welfare, our view of society today, which can have 
implications on our perception of different spaces and patterns of movement between 
different rooms. The subject has on an academic level been discussed and accepted however 
not on a political level. 

Citizen wage is a concept of a broader meaning of a social security system that entails 
providing the states citizens with economic subsidy without any form of requirements around 
it. The subsidy should cover all basic costs of living and be collected through taxation. 

The idea is based on principles of human justice, that everyone has the right to a decent living, 
and the state is therefore obliged to distribute sufficient economic means for living without 
any conditions, as a right not as a solution. 

The main focus of this study has been to investigate the opinions of citizen wage in Sweden, 
what the main arguments for or against an implementation of citizen wage is perceived to be. 

This study is based on a literature study concerning subjects relevant when discussing citizen 
wage, as well as a quantitative study of a number of articles derived from Swedish press 
concerning the theme. 

The study resulted in findings that reflect a mostly negative outlook on citizen wage, however 
the large amount of positive articles indicate that there is an interest of implementing citizen 
wage in Sweden. Therefore one can ask if it is representative or not, that citizen wage is no 
longer found on any parties political agenda in Sweden. 
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1. Introduction 

There is a great inequality in the distribution of the world’s resources. The scarcity of 

resources, which often are finite, are over-consumed by a minority of inhabitants who waste 

and pollute the planet, leaving billions of inhabitants in extreme poverty. Statistics show that 

in 2008 the poorest 40 % of the world’s population accounted for 5% of global income, the 

richest 20% in turn accounted for three-quarters of global income. This leaving mind boggling 

figures, such as over three billion people live on less than 2,5 Us dollars a day, which 

translates into almost half of the worlds population. In addition, more than 80 % of the 

world’s populations live in countries where the income gap/differentials are widening (UNDP 

2007/2008).

Poverty however has many different faces; it is a very complex problem and circumstantial 

of; international, national, social and economic factors. Internationally poverty reduction has

focused on aid to invest in infrastructure to stimulate economic growth. (Erixon, 2005) Even 

though the standard of living in the industrialized countries is high, Europe, North America, 

East Asia and Oceania are suffering from high unemployment and an increase in social 

differences (UN, 2009).  

The concept of the welfare state was indeed an attempt to ensure that the government 

protected their citizens from social risks. The Scandinavian countries are labeled as countries 

that have implement a form of universal rights, with relatively to other countries, generous aid 

(Kildal, 2001). However, during the 1980s a discussion about the crisis of the welfare state 

started, arguing that the welfare states were facing large drains on both efficiency and 

resources. The still ongoing debate today argues that rather than improving citizens’ life 

quality, the system restrains economic growth and creates cultures of dependence and 

unemployment (IMF, n.d.). For this paper, I will not examine the factual truth of the ongoing 

debate on whether or not there is a crisis in the welfare state system or not. However, I would 
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like to point out that, the Scandinavian countries have within this debate been, contradictory 

to the critics of the welfare system, enjoyed generous welfare with economic growth and low 

rates of unemployment (UNRSID, n.d.).

Despite of large-scale success with the welfare state system in Scandinavia both Sweden and 

other developed countries still struggle with the issue of poverty. Though less visible but still 

highly significant. Poverty causes direct damage to the economic system resulting in above 

mentioned wider social inequalities, social exclusion, marginalization etc. (Avinus-Magazin, 

2005). A revolutionary concept of tackling this issue is citizen wage. The idea can be dated 

far back in history; it is however not until the 16th century the idea with the help of Thomas 

Paine was developed into the characteristics that underline the concept today (Global Income 

Foundation, n.d.). He argued for human justice; that human beings deserved public assistance 

not as charity but as a right. Natural resources are the heritage for all people; the privatization 

of it should therefore be, if not cultivated by everyone, enjoyed by everyone. To ensure this he 

evoked a proposition to the state:

“[The plan I propose is] to create a national fund, out of which there shall be paid to 

every person, when arrived at the age of twenty-one, the sum of fifteen pounds sterling, 

as a compensation in part, for the loss of his or her natural inheritance, by the 

introduction of the system of landed property…And also, the sum of ten pounds per 

annum, during life, to every person now living, of the age of fifty years, and to all others 

as they shall arrive at that age.”(Clark, Robert F, 2005, p.4.).

Implementation of the concept have been scarce, but there have been experimental small scale 

projects put into practice such as the Basic Income Grant (BIG) pilot project. In 2008, the 

BIG pilot project began in the village of Otjivero-Omitara, in Namibia. It is regarded as the 

first pure project of citizen wage in the world, and is implemented by the Namibian Basic 

Income Grant Coalition. The aim is eventually to expand the project involving all of Namibia. 

Funds for the project was collected through voluntary contributions such as churches and 

individual supporters, the duration of the project is 24 months and will end in December 2009. 

The grant corresponding of approximately 12 US dollars1 per person per month will be given 

to all residents of Otjivero-Omitara under the age of 60 years old, without any conditions and 

                                               
  
1 100 Namibian dollars converted into US dollars, (http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.com/time-
zone/africa/namibia/currency.htm). 
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irrespectively of their social and economic status. After one year the project displayed a 

substantial decrease in poverty; income generating economic activity rose 10 %, using the 

World Health Organization (WHO) techniques. The program succeeded in reducing child 

malnutrition, and children's weight-for-age has improved from 42% of underweight children 

in November 2007 to 10% in November 2008 (Basic Income Grant Coalition, 2009).

Some argue that the Alaskan dividend can be acknowledged as an implementation of citizen 

wage (BIEN, n.d.). However it is contested in regards to that some requirements of eligibility 

needs to be met in order for the dividend to be received. Such as the applicant may not at the 

time of application be sentenced of a felony or been incarcerated during the year of 

application. The applicant must also have the intent to remain an Alaskan resident indefinitely 

at the time of application. The Alaskan Permanent fund was founded in 1976; the 

constitutional legislation entailed giving every Alaskan 50 US dollars for every year of 

residency since statehood, they also establishing the Dividend Fund. The fund was a state 

institution established to administer and conserve oil and other resource royalties for the 

citizens of the Alaskan state. After debating what to do with the money, conserve them for the 

future or not etc. the Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation was created to manage the assets. In 

1992, they started administrating dividend to every Alaskan citizen, which at the time was 

1000 US dollars. The Permanent Fund Dividend Division was formed to deal with the 

responsibilities of administrating the program. The program and the Alaskan dividend follow 

in part the characteristics of citizen wage because it is based on a sense of sharing equally the 

states public resources between their citizens (ERI, n.d.).

Given the area of study for this paper, I place this study within the framework of social 

geography. It is the study of the importance of social relations and identity; and how it may 

enable the creation of social inequalities. It also concerns the creation of artificial boundaries 

within a given space, as well as the separation of one space and another such as for example 

that of the individual and society. The matter of citizen wage falls into these categories 

because the concept sheds light on questions concerning identity and freedom to choose how 

to divide ones time across different social spheres. The ruling system is through one point of 

view a system that enforces cohesion upon the individual, society and the welfare system 

today is organized around the work place. The system does not allow individuals to choose 

freely how to divide their time and the divide between work, leisure time, family etc is 

thwarted, often without consent of the individual but because the system demands it for 
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people’s survival. Citizen wage installs economic security that can alter and give 

opportunities for change in many different aspects, for example our patterns of movement and 

identification to different spaces. 

1.1. Disposition 

The study is divided in four main chapters. The first chapter is an introduction to the study 

and the subject of citizen wage. This enables the readers to inform themselves of the topic at 

hand and study the methodology and intent of the study. 

Chapter 2 is a theoretical presentation regarding the subject matters of citizen wage. Since the 

aim of the study is to find possible implications as to the interest or lack there of, and the main 

argument for or against an economic system of this sort, I found it important to illustrate 

different topics that possibly affect the matter at hand. 

The following chapter is a review of the empirical study made of articles concerning citizen 

wage in Swedish newspapers. The chapter is mainly divided between positive and the 

negative articles concerning citizen wage. To present the results of the articles, I have 

categorized each opinion into different subcategories that serve to represent the underlying 

reason for their stance on citizen wage. 

The final chapter is a discussion regarding the results of the empirical study and its correlation 

to the theoretical framework of the study. It also serves the purpose of highlighting the answer 

of the paper question and the aim of the study. 

1.2. Problem discussion & Purpose

In Sweden new risks and insecurities due to post-industrial economic growth have developed. 

Although still a significant issue, it is not so much a focus on social inequalities and class 

issues, as much as it is a question of a rising number of households that find it difficult to gain 

access to the benefits connected to the labor market (Kildal, 2001). In Sweden, there is a 

strong tradition of labor movement, so it is not only a question of being excluded and 

therefore failing to attain sufficient economic means to a decent life, but also a question of the 
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social stigmatization of being unemployed and are therefore seen as parasitical entities in the 

public space rather then contributing ones. 

The civil society, the market and the family have traditionally been seen as important pillars 

in the welfare state, and they have all experienced significant changes over time. The family 

constellation has changed, the units are now smaller, with an increase in partners the pattern 

of coexistence are more variable leading to consequences in sense of security etc. Women are 

now an integrated part of the labor force, choosing to be outside of this market is no longer a 

legitimate path. 

Paradoxically, the civil society urges us to be more responsible of one another. Although we 

have a highly developed welfare state, we still find ourselves failing to take care of our 

citizens in many ways. For example, due to insufficient funding, we can see deficiencies in 

geriatric care, in turn urging more responsibilities on the family unit to provide care for our 

elders. The foundation of the welfare state lies in the philosophy of guaranteeing all citizens 

an equal place in the public sphere; the principles are based on concepts of solidarity and 

safety. 

There are many alternative ways of dealing with the problems of the welfare state; one of 

them is the concept of citizen wage. Citizen wage has not been highly accepted on a political 

level although it has on an academic level. Nobel price winners and economists from all 

corners of the political space have promoted the idea (Janson, 2003). The idea is rooted in 

ideas of human rights; the fact that all human beings are entitled to a decent life; an 

economical minimum should therefore be provided by the state without any eligibility 

requirements around it. Hence, the ideology of the welfare state is intrinsically there. 

The concept of citizen wage questions the prevailing way of life in different ways. It calls 

upon changes in the organization of society as well as it questions and provokes change in the 

way we relate to one another. An implementation of it demands a concept of solidarity 

between all the citizens and as mentioned above for example citizen wage questions the 

divide of time between different spaces. Being a part of the labor movement is not only for 

economic survival but it has a strong psychological aspect, the stigmatization of being un-

employed that has been underlined above. It is very much a part of your identity and we 

organize our lives around it, chosing to organize our lives from a different social space is not 
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acceptable anymore. Citizen wage questions the applied value of different spaces. Enforcing a 

requirement of working or intent of becoming a part of the labor force, are partially the 

grounds for recipients of welfare today, hence our identity and status within society is based 

on how much time we spend within the space of “work”. Furthermore, we are identified and 

labeled additionally depending on were we are within this space, and these are also the 

grounds for social acceptance or lack there of from other citizens. The underlying signal from 

the state then becomes that you are not worthy of survival if you do not chose to obey by the 

same set of values, since there is no other optional way of living in society today, it is 

organized around economic value. Giving value to different spaces and allowing everyone to 

choose witch social space and identity they want to, which is possible with the 

implementation of the idea of citizen wage, would drastically change the society. We identify 

ourselves within different spaces; hence, the geographical significance of citizen wage is that 

it questions our existing patterns and movements within different spaces. With an 

implementation of citizen wage there would be much more freedom to differentiate our time 

in different spaces. From a societal perspective, this may challenge the existing development 

in for example urbanization. Citizen wage provide economic security of basic living, making 

geographical areas that formerly were unattractive in an economical sense now possibly 

attractive. An implementation of citizen wage would provide more freedom and choices for 

people to move across different spaces. Eliminating basic economic need from the rational 

calculation on how we organize our lives can have the ability of challenging our relationship, 

identification and patterns between different geographical spaces, this affecting both social 

and physical rooms. 

In Sweden citizen wage has only been represented by one political party; The Green Party. 

They took on the ideology back in 1981 when the party was founded, but chose to drop the 

demand of establishing citizen wage from their political agenda but to leave it as a long-term 

vision within the party in 2008 (The Green Party, 2008). 

Because of the large discrepancy between acceptance of citizen wage in theory and in 

practice, and its lack of implementation despite theoretical praise I find myself asking; what is 

the general perception of the concept? Citizen wage is a concept that seriously questions the 

way we organize our lives today, and what type of society we choose to live in. It opens up 

for new thinking, challenging the traditional welfare state. Broadly, the purpose for this paper 

is to investigate whether the large opposition at the political level in regards to citizen wage 
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and the general political consensus in this matter and therefore lack of support in the political 

arena, is in fact a correct representation of the will of civil society. Explicitly, for this paper I 

am to investigate and address the question: 

What are the main arguments for and against an implementation of citizen wage in Sweden? 

1.3. Method

To address my paper question I have chosen to do a study based on a series of literature on the 

subject along with a quantitative study of the opinions from the Swedish public through 

analyzing several articles in Swedish press concerning citizen wage. The media is an effective 

communicative tool for as well the public as it is for academics to express their opinions on 

different matters. It is an expression of democracy and freedom of speech. The intent of the 

articles is to find patterns of similar sentiment regarding the subject of citizen wage that will 

enable me to answer my paper question. 

The empirical study is limited to Swedish newspapers during the period of 1996-2009. The 

chosen period will reveal opinions regarding citizen wage, both before and after the subject at 

hand completely was disregarded and not represented in Swedish politics. Choosing this 

period allows the study to cover a breaking point and serves to address the paper question. I 

have studied 140 articles from Swedish press. The articles chosen were found through the 

Stockholm City library and their newspaper archives. The articles have been chosen 

randomly, based on availability within the archives. 

The theoretical framework of the study partly contains of relatively old theories by mainly 

André Gorz and Karl Polanyi, despite this I found that these books through their discussion on 

work, the historic organization of work, freedom from and to work complemented the 

ongoing discussion and arguments concerning citizen wage and the purpose of this paper.  

The subject matter of citizen wage is highly correlated to the expressed need for a change in 

today’s economic organization and system. The chosen writers and their writings also 

highlight this factor and interesting conclusions that concern citizen wage. 



Page 8

To be noted is also the fact that André Gorz and another mentioned theorist Zygmunt Bauman 

both recognized citizen wage as an idea worthy to be seriously discussed as an alternative to 

the prevailing welfare system (Janson, 2003).

1.3.1. Methodological considerations 

When conducting this paper I am aware that the method design of an interpretive approach 

can question the conformability of the study. That is to what extent the researcher has been 

objective or not, in gathering the data. The researcher’s personal opinions will to some extent 

influence the research, but it is less common today to regard the researcher as entirely 

objective and therefore to some extent it is acceptable (Ejvegård, 2003). In this study, I have 

striven towards objectivity by categorizing my empirical results in subjective categories. 

Due to the limitations of my study, I am aware of the problem of generalizing the results. This 

questions the validity on a broader level. It is however not my intent to create a general 

theory. The findings are to indicate possible areas and explanations for further research within 

the subject of my research question. 

The reliability of the research is based on the accuracy of how the study is made; following 

good practices, openly accounting for collected data and method design (Larsen, 2007). To 

uphold the reliability of the study I have displayed the articles chosen by accounting for the 

newspaper of origin and date, as well as the differences regarding in which forum the articles 

are published, (see appendix A).

The study made is based on secondary data. Choosing secondary data has several advantages; 

if correctly chosen they can provide data with high quality and are cost and time efficient.

However, a disadvantage working with secondary data is the fact that generally the data have 

been collected for a different purpose then that of the study at hand (Bryman, 2002). 

However, the purpose of this study sought out to find expressed opinions about the subject of 

citizen wage and therefore moderate the importance of the exact purpose of the secondary 

data.  It is however taken into account as to the origin of the data chosen; that is the possible 

biasness of ideological and political standpoints from the different newspaper, which in turn 

can have affected the articles chosen to be published and hence the results of the study made. 



Page 9

Some political standpoints such as conservative ones are prone to have a more negative 

outlook on the issue of social welfare, consequently also citizen wage. The concept of citizen 

wage have however been recognized and promoted by as mentioned above from theorists with 

both conservative and socialist etc. political standpoints. I would therefore again like to point 

out that the study made is not intended to form a theory that is representative for all citizens in 

Sweden and their opinion on citizen wage. 

Due to the chosen method of secondary data, the study has a high degree of transparency and 

therefore a high degree of dependability and transferability. The study can be reproduced 

based on the same secondary data because the data is easily accessible to everyone. 

Credibility is also achieved by producing a logical process in transforming collected data 

through used method into logical reasoning in the conclusion of the study made. It is my hope 

that through the display of method and in the detailed manner the results are presented, the 

combination has resulted into a reliable study. 
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2. Theoretical background

For the purpose of this study, I found it relevant to; within the theoretical framework examine 

certain key factors concerning the matter of citizen wage. The chapter starts with a 

presentation of the concept of citizen wage; the following section highlights general points 

and key concepts that are central to the discussion of citizen wage such as identity, solidarity, 

citizenship and work. These concepts constitute the underlying reasons for how we apprehend 

society, how we perceive ourselves, and our connection with people around us as well as how 

we choose to organize our lives, dividing our time and efforts in different spaces for different 

reasons. Since the matter of citizen wage is highly correlated to how we perceive society 

today and how we would wish to see it change, these notions are central to understanding 

citizen wage and the factors that might oppose or support it.

2.1. Citizen wage

Citizen wage stretches the implemented social welfare concept that we see around the world 

further, in three important characteristics; it is offered on an individual basis, there are no 

requirements around it such as willingness to work or acceptance of work offered, and it is 

paid irrespectively of other income sources. This idea has many names such as guaranteed 

income, basic income and citizen wage, universal grant etc. (BIEN n.d.). For this paper, I 

have chosen to refer to the subject as citizen wage because in my research found it to be the 

most commonly used2.

                                               
2 The term citizen wage can however be somewhat misleading because the word wage is connected to a trade     
situation of some sort, usually in the form of economic means in turn for labor.    
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There is a variety of proposals on citizen wage; these proposals differ in ideas of regularity, 

distribution, funding etc. I have chosen to limit this paper in presenting two of the main ideas. 

The first one is a basic income where money is distributed on a regular basis. The citizen 

wage is financed by taxes and fees, it is also the most practical way for all parts involved 

since the process is automatic and the recipients do not actively have to take part in order to 

receive the aid. 

The second type is referred to as negative income tax, it is similar to the first alternative but 

differs in one important characteristic, which is that although all citizens are recipients of the 

aid not everyone is receiving an actual payment. Those who have earned more than the 

decided value for basic standard living get a tax deduction, whilst those who have earned 

below the value get the remaining amount as a subsidy. This proposal demands participation 

from the recipients and have higher demands on administration (Moffitt, 2004).

Proposals on how to fund citizen wage differ and there are different ideas on regularity and 

the amount of the income. The basic idea is however, that publicly controlled resources such 

as taxation of work related incomes etc should provide for the citizen wage. 

2.2. Societal change 

Citizen wage is also a question of ethics. According to Zygmunt Bauman Post-modern,

writing and thought are often correlated with the notion of “the demise of the ethical” 

(Zygmunt, n.d. p.2.) Our time today is not characterized with sacrifice, the individual steps in 

front of all; we are not willing to stretch ourselves to attain moral ideas and values. These 

factors and our perceptions of them are important in regards to citizen wage because they can 

be seen as factors that either promote or hinder the concept and a possible implementation of 

it. 

Rather than pursuing the common interest concerning equality of rights, individual needs such 

as individual dignity and material needs are now in focus. With the dominance of 

individualism rather than “the group”, the social in a sense becomes replaced by the juridical, 

the political and the economic systems. This can also be seen in the political sphere. 
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European Union politics during the early 1990s was strongly based on traditional notions of 

the welfare state, highly influenced by academics on the subject such as T. H. Marshall. 

However, during the negotiations on the Maastricht treaty in 1992 we saw a shift in welfare 

politics. Social inclusion versus social exclusion was focused. The end of 1980s had been 

characterized by uniting social order with socialistic ideas concerning equality whilst the new 

focus laid on how to unite social order with economic efficiency (Gunnarsson, Neergard, 

Nilsson, 2006). This shift sheds light on the fact that social exclusion/social inclusion in 

society is highly connected to income generating labor in contrast to traditional discussions 

within politics, where the central point concerning social exclusion/social inclusion was the 

concept of citizens and their different rights. Hence, social inclusions within the society and 

the European Union have come to be occupied with participation within the workforce. This, 

on a transnational level means that the countries within the European Union discusses social 

inclusion in policy’s and documents in reference to how they manage to master 

unemployment and subsidy dependence. This shift in turn casts a negative light on the matter 

of citizen wage, since being presented with the option not to work, as is possible when 

receiving a citizen wage is unacceptable or in the least undesirable on a political level.  

2.3. Citizenship & identity

The members of a state are referred to as citizens. The state in turn is the mechanism of power 

displayed through one man or an assembly of men to bear the will of the citizens within a 

specified space, the physical territory. Thomas Hobbes refers to the state as the “political 

embodiment” of the people (Knox, Smith 2001). Max Weber in turn speaks in terms that are 

more explicit about the state body, describing it as the sole organization within the society 

that holds monopoly on the use of legitimate physical violence (Lundèn, 1997). Citizens of a 

state thereby gives consent to be governed by the state. Central to the debate of the 

relationship between the state and citizens concerns the rights of the citizens. These have three 

components; civil, political and social rights. These rights refers to the obligation of the state 

to ensure that all citizens have the right to vote and participate in the political process, 

freedom of expression, justice etc. For this paper, main focus will be citizens’ social rights; 

that is the right to certain minimum living standards. In the era of the welfare state, this is 

normally mediated through different forms of social security (Knox, Smith 2001).
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Citizenship is a relationship between a sociological concept and a legal concept. Where it is 

characterized in part, through a set of cultural, symbolic and economic norms but also through 

a set of legal rights and duties (see above-mentioned civil, political and social rights). The 

traditional form of institutionalizing and correlating identity to a certain territory is today 

under debate, the nature of citizenship has now a wider meaning. Globalization of the 

economy, politics, culture and society are challenging this traditional meaning of citizenship. 

Political and economic systems are nowadays fluid and not confined within the boundaries of 

nation states (Valentine, 2001). The main conflict between citizenship and identity, is that 

while identity is particularistic and mostly associated with small groupings such as gender, 

class, racial and ethnic aspects, citizenship is universal (Isin, Wood, 1999). The concept of 

citizenship is interesting in regards to citizen wage for dual reasons. Partly because the 

concept is based on a relationship between a state and its citizens and therefore a sort of 

prerequisite for the wage, and partly because, however contested as being less effective as an 

identification tool it is still a source of personal identification and solidarity towards other 

people. 

During socialization, we learn to interact with the public space around us. We learn to 

understand and assume social roles and norms to function within the society. Socialization is 

also a process of individuality and identity. Anthony Giddens makes the distinction on two 

identities: the social- and personal- identity. The social identity is a concept correlating a 

person to its community whilst the personal identity is a person’s development of how we 

perceive one another based on uniqueness, and unique relationships with others (Giddens, 

2001). Social identity marks resemblance between people contra personal identity that marks 

uniqueness. Social identity is the distinguishing feature that others ascribe to us. It is a 

concept of collectivism, where we are identified by resemblance and equality to the group. 

Citizen wage is highly correlated to the concepts of citizenship and identity. The connection 

to citizenship is two fold. Partly because of the reason that it is a matter of social rights that 

are provided by the state and partly because being a citizen to a particular state involves 

submission towards the states political agenda and chosen form of organizing and managing 

the society that they live in. Identity and specifically social identity is important concerning 

citizen wage due to the fact that it is a means for collectivism. Since welfare and citizen wage 

even more so, are concepts that can only exist within societies that has a strong sense of 



Page 
14

solidarity between its citizens and channeled through it`s ruling political system and state, 

identity and cohesion between citizens becomes vital. 

2.4. Community

The concept of community has been under academic focus for quite some time, during the 

1980s there was a consensus among theorists that the community is a structure of meaning 

and imagining. The importance of this is that one recognizes that communities are fluid and 

can be contested by its members but still important to their members and to a wider political 

meaning. The concept of community have through political parties, social movements, 

individual groups etc. been a source for mobilization to achieve different ends in different 

times. The community represents positive connotations such as comradeship and solidarity 

(Valentine, 2001).

Many researchers believe that the community can be used to create a more democratic 

society. It is however a concern within “communitarianism” that the Western liberalist 

societies are stimulating individualism and self-determination (Valentine, 2001). People are 

pursuing their own interests at the expense of the general good of society. Within the 

community, people are connected through social ties that encourage the members to abide by 

same values and norms, which in turn will lead to a communal good. Some also argue that the 

demise of the community and rise of the individual is why institutions and political processes 

are being corrupted (Etzioni, Volmert, Rothschild, 2004). Similar to citizenship and identity 

the community and solidarity between the citizens within it are foundational concepts that 

need to be intact and strong to promote grounds for an implementation of citizen wage. 

Individualism and self –determination hinder a development in the direction of citizen wage, 

since the concept of citizen wage itself is based on a sense of solidarity, equality and justice 

between the citizens.  

2.5. Work

Due to the fact that citizen wage is a revolutionary concept regarding welfare subsidy in terms 

of that it is given without any requirements. It is important to explore the significance of that 
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which is usually required, such as work, and how society is organized economically. Polanyi

analyzes economic tradition were the meaning of work and exchange in commodities has 

changed throughout history, Gorz and his theories then compliment Polanyi by giving a 

possible explanatory discussion on how and why we organize our lives around income 

generating labor in a certain way today. This is further examined by Giddens who evaluates 

works importance as not only an income-generating source but also how it has developed into 

a structural tool to organize our lives, having implications in our identity, patterns of 

movement between different spaces, and time-divide. 

The economist Karl Polaner distinguished three ways to organize the economy, the modern 

form, reciprocity and redistribution. The modern form consists of purchasing and selling on a 

market. This is however not how the economy always has been organized.  In pre industrial 

society the other two organization forms where dominant. Reciprocity was based on an 

interaction between equals within the members of the community. When helping someone,

one could expect to get help in return. This system required that there was a strong sense of 

social obligation within the community, and an understanding of social repercussions in the 

event of failing to reciprocate such as loss of reputation. This reveals that the economy was 

not guided by motives of profit and growth but of a social motive of what was socially proper 

and accepted by the group. The economic system of redistribution in pre industrial society 

required a hierarchical order. Gifts were a significant part within the society. Gifts were a way 

to share the recourses within the community. Returning gifts was a necessity, in certain 

cultures the gift was not considered yours until a gift in return had been given.  The gift was 

also a token of friendship and partnership, and passed down from one generation to another. 

The power authority was in charge of collecting and redistributing resources. A negative 

aspect of this was that the reigning power could abuse the system to enhance their position. 

Polanyi argues that the system of redistribution was a key element in the development of 

states and different classes (Söderberg, 2007). 

Reciprocity and redistribution can be found in modern day economies as well. In the welfare 

state we can se them working together simultaneously alongside the market. The welfare state 

redistributes large sums through the taxation system. This is however not given without a 

requirement, such as for example acceptance of work. Hence, the principle of reciprocity still 

exists. Other examples of redistribution can be found within geriatric care, younger 

generations caring for their elders and mostly women’s, unpaid domestic work etc. 
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Work has come to be a stabilizing and structuring factor in people’s psychological situation, 

and it has a multi faceted significance; the most obvious reason being that it is income 

generating and serves to fulfill our needs. It also as mentioned above has a strong impact on 

people’s sense of identity. Giddens expresses its importance as a structural tool of our every 

day lives. He discusses that it offers us variation and movement between different spatial 

environments, serving as energy absorbent and a mode for interaction with others. It also 

gives people time- related structure because people tend to organize their lives and time based 

on their work. It serves the purpose of order in day-to-day life, and opposes boredom 

(Giddens, 2001).

A distinguishing feature of the modern economy today is that it entails a complex and 

diversified division of labor. Numerous professions, numerous work procedures and women 

are becoming more and more an integrated part of the labor force. Emile Durkheim envisaged 

this development through very optimistic eyes. He meant that it would enhance social 

solidarity within the society. The new division of labor would have a uniting effect on people; 

isolation and independence would yield to a new connection through a mutual dependence 

(Giddens, 2001).  The outcome of this diversified division of labor is multiple, one might 

agree on Emile Durkheim’s prediction; however concerning citizen wage this also have 

negative implications, in the sense that income-generating work becomes even more 

highlighted and needed for peoples survival, and the stigmatization of those who do not 

succeed to enter the labor force heightens. The discussion regarding solidarity and it´s uniting 

effect is also interesting in regards to citizen wage because it can be questioned since the 

development of the world economy has lead to greater income gaps and poverty. 

Another important factor to understand the basis of our modern economy and the era of 

capitalism, are that the principles of reasoning when it comes to economy has changed on an 

individual basis as well as societal one. André Gorz writes about economic rationality. This 

rationality is based on economical accounts, when the perception of work transformed from 

self-consumption and filling basic needs to profitability and satisfaction. The art of calculating 

transformed what Gorz refers to as “the spirit of capitalism” the bond between need and work 

was severed. The art is based on “more” or “less” it does however not account for “enough”. 

This development enabled us to organize our lives through quantity, a system that is 

measurable and concerns efficiency. With a system that praise efficiency and can be 
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calculated entered the act of competing. In traditional society, “enough” was central; one 

settled with what was adequate. Wanting more was against religious ethics and the natural 

order of things. Wanting “more” was a consequence of desire and pride (Gorz, 1990). 

Economic rationality in a sense conquered the traditional watchdog of our moral and ethics,

the church. The individual was emancipated by liberating itself from outer influences and 

systemized its life and activities. This system in comparison to the traditional one, was 

tangible and more importantly; one’s fate was now changeable. The new apprehension of 

quantity had no self-limitation; it is oblivious towards “enough” but also oblivious to the 

notion of “too much”. 

Since economic rationality is inherently without judgment and purely quantitative; more/less, 

who has more versus whom has less. Any other measure of value or judgment other than 

economic value comes from outside the system itself. There are no economical limitations 

such as too much profit, there are however moral and ethical limitations to be considered that 

clashes with the economic system. This is according to Gorz the central problem between 

politics and capitalism, the struggle lies in capitalist society finding political boundaries 

concerning moral and ethical dilemmas within economic rationality (Gorz, 1990).  

In his theories, Gorz writes about the diminishing importance of labor, he argues that in the 

future, income-generated work will be much less significant to people. This is specifically 

towards those forms of work, which are repetitive and monotonous. He proposes that we 

should “free ourselves from labor”. A shift has already started to take place.  More and more 

people are choosing other options besides permanent full employment, such as part–time 

work (Giddens, 2001). This making people’s disposable time larger, the aim for most is in 

fact not power through work, that is maximizing personal economic growth, but to avoid 

being a worker. This is a shift from finding liberation from work, to not finding liberation in it 

(Gorz, 1990).  He argues that most people in fact are not part of the desired full employment 

group, such as unemployed, old age pensioners, stay at home mothers, students etc. (Giddens, 

2001).

Polanyi discusses freedom in relation to work. He argues that difficulty regarding freedom 

surfaces on two different levels, the moral and the institutional. On the basic level of moral 

there is doubt concerning the actual possibility of freedom. One the one hand, work produces 

freedom over ones life by giving people the economic means to support themselves and move 
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freely within needs and consumption. On the other hand, it ruins freedom because you are 

forced to become a slave to work for your mere existence. The other level, the institutional 

one, here freedom is limited and widened through regulations on the market. The 

development that we see today is a direct result of increased freedom on the market at the 

expense of justice and security for the people. The market economy and its centralized goal to 

stimulate the market and encourage growth with a strict policy of labor, furthers freedom from 

moral and towards individual thinking (Polanyi, 1989). Polanyi here brings out the argument 

that inherently such a society conflict with the notion of freedom, because freedom can only 

be spread through regulations and therefore in it self cannot be a society of freedom.  
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3. Empirical study

This chapter contains a presentation of the results of the study made. The articles have been 

categorized based on their expressed view and opinion on citizen wage. I have limited the 

article observations to three categories: positive, negative and neutral articles. 

Out of the 140 articles read, the results show that the majority of the articles had a negative 

outlook on citizen wage; 52 articles, the neutral articles amounted to 49 articles and 

conclusively the articles with a positive take on citizen wage was 39 articles (see appendix A). 

What further can be noticed is that 28 of the negative articles where editorials, and 19 of the 

positive articles where explicitly defined as editorials. This is pointed out to illustrate 

objectivity among the newspapers. The editorials display a marginal difference between the 

positive and the negative. As mentioned above other questions of biasness should however be 

considered regarding the possible ideological and political standpoint from the different 

newspapers. 

To take into account is the above-mentioned fact that during the period of articles studied, 

The Green Party; the only Swedish party that had citizen wage on their political scheme chose 

to remove it from their agenda (The Green Party, 2008). This may have affected the number 

of articles to be found during this period. 
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Negative
Positive

Neutral

Negative, Positive and Neurtral articles 
towards citizen wage

3.1. Negative towards citizen wage 

My study has shown that regarding those articles with a negative outlook on citizen wage, 

there were mainly six categories as to why they were against an implementation of citizen 

wage; Unrealistic, Economically not feasible, Unjust, laziness, promoting gender inequality 

and aid dependency. 

The overwhelming preservation from the negative articles was that compared to the positive 

articles the writers did not explicitly declare as to why they were negative towards citizen 

wage and found it unrealistic. These articles were therefore not directly concerning citizen 

wage, but towards the welfare system in Sweden in general:

“It maybe is a nice vision but I do not think that it will work in practice” 
(Sydsvenskan, 080523)

”If The Green Party were to strike it’s 10 year old demand for citizen wage, It would 
increase the level of  reality of the party’s agenda further”
(Norrköpings tidningar, 080418)

”Divorced from reality”
(Kristiansdagsbladet, 071217)
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”…the bizarre idea of citizen wage”
(Sydsvenskan, 080505)

In the negative articles concerning that the idea of citizen wage is unrealistic, I also perceived 

that there were similarity regarding the choice of words between the writers, words such as 

crazy and fuzzy; 

”crazy proposal”
(Norrköpings tidningar, 080531)

“Craziness like citizen wage”
(Dagens Nyheter, 080426)

“Old unrealistically fuzzy demand of citizen wage”
(GT, 080226)

“Citizen wage is viewed as unrealistic, partly because it has often been attacked by 
other parties as being fuzzy.”
(Dagens Nyheter, 080525)

“It is a completely unrealistic proposal, and I don’t think there is much support for it 
amongst people”
(Göteborgsposten, 071015)

The negative articles display an economic concern regarding economic feasibility. There is a 

belief that Sweden does not have enough funds to have such a generous social system like 

citizen wage.  The economic sacrifices that are perceived to be put in place are not acceptable 

or welcomed. 

”A society that does not encourage self-support, who does not expect that as many as 
possible support themselves, will not have money for a good school, good healthcare 
and geriatric care or a functioning justice system”
(Folkbladet, 090228)

”How will Sweden afford that?”
(Expressen, 060505)

This category refers to the articles that expressed negative opinions about citizen wage due to 

a belief that the concept of it is unjust. The concern is that many would choose not to work, 
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and merely live off the citizen wage. This in turn would lead to an imbalance in the number of 

people contributing towards the citizen wage through paying income taxes. 

“Why not stay home and play with the kids when people who work will pay for it?”
(Expressen, 080710)

”As a taxpayer you start to think about who will pay…and who we subsidize if we agree 
to a citizen wage”
(Hufvudstadsbladet, 080919)

Another concern is that a citizen wage would stimulate laziness amongst the citizens. In part,

this is strongly connected to the above category (unjust) but I believe that this deserved 

special attention because apart from the connection between some being lazy and taking 

advantage of those who are not, it has also concerns another aspect. This being, that it is 

perceived as a very negative trait. Work is hereby a virtue that opposes laziness.

”wage for the lazy”
(Kristianstadsbladet, 080228)

”work gives life consistency and meaning”
(Svenska Dagbladet, 19980115)

Another widespread concern that was found within the negative articles was that some feared 

that a citizen wage would stimulate gender inequality. Expressing that the gender most prone 

to stop working and live solely on the citizen wage would be women. The fear is that they will 

go back to the traditional unpaid work for women within the household caring for their 

children. 

”Furthermore it is a women’s trap the road to a better working life may lead back to the 
stove.”
(Dagens Nyheter, 990720)

”An implementation of citizen wage would probably lead towards many low-skilled 
women choosing to stay at home and care for their children, instead of working.
(Svenska Dagbladet, 9980115)

The final important aspect with the articles with an expressed opinion against citizen wage 

was that it stimulates aid dependency. This leaving many completely dependent, on the states 
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welfare system, a trait equally to laziness is thought of as very negative. Having an income 

generating work position is hereby valued very high within the society. 

”Do what you want, work with what you want, marry who you want, but provide for 
yourself, never get dependent on anyone else” 
(Expressen, 080710)

”Work- not Aid- gives life meaning”
(Svenska Dagbladet, 980115)

3.2. Positive towards citizen wage

A perceived difference between the positive and negative articles are that not only are the 

positive ones more explanatory as to why they were positive regarding the subject, in contrast 

to the negative articles were they dismissed the idea with a single or a few words (see 4.1.1). 

The positive articles in contrast gave a more explanatory statement weaving together many 

arguments. Several categories are intertwined with each other, however below I have 

illustrated the main arguments made. I have sorted the positive articles in four categories; 

Invoking justice, Security, Liberation from societal pressure and change of values and 

lifestyle. 

The ones that promote citizen wage regarding it invoking justice have a versatile aspect. Some 

argue that it is just because of a humane aspect; we are all the same and all from nature, if our 

existence is based on monetary means we should all be given the basics for living. Here some 

declare everyone’s right to work and others everyone’s right to a dignified life. Others state 

that the welfare system of today is intrinsically unjust due to its requirements and therefore a 

citizen wage is more just because it is given to all: 

”everyone’s right to work should not just be a slogan, but put in practice through 
implementing a citizen wage too all those who performs work within the private, 
official and non-profit sectors.
(Göteborgsposten, 090319)

”…As it is now; people are more for the economy than the economy is hear for us 
people”
(VI, 090226)
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”Our social security system today is impenetrable, a waste of recourses, and fortifies 
injustice in society”
(Hufvudstadsbladet, 081225)

”Then no one would hopefully still need social aid…and the state would at the same 
time introduce a dignified human outlook”
(Hufvudstadsbladet, 081216)

”Citizen wage can also be looked at as a kind of right of common access. Everyone has 
a right to what nature gives…”
(Dagens Nyheter, 080525)

The second category is regarding a sense of security. The ones that support citizen wage 

believe that it would increase peoples well being by securing a decent living. When a sense of 

basic security is covered, people can concentrate more on other constructive things, than 

purely working for survival:  

“…Life’s foundation has been secured...”
(Hufvudstadsbladet, 081110)

”Citizen wage would guarantee a decent not extravagant living, the one’s that chooses 
to stay on this elementary level may do so…most naturally will want to work”
(Göteborgsposten, 081205)

Another important factor that was expressed in the positive articles is that an implementation 

would have a large societal change. It will relieve people of the societal pressures of working 

and open up to different forms of social connectedness and sense of identity. They are against 

the prevailing system that which is strictly concentrated around labor. 

”The degrading social security system is abolished and the ones that are regarded as 
poor, incompetent, asocial stigmatized citizens are rehabilitated”
(Hufvudstadsbladet 081110)

“The system can also erase the worst form of poverty and give a more versatile division 
of labor; the fight for citizen wage is a modern liberation movement.”
(Göteborgsposten, 011227)

”We believe that the individual will do better within the labor market and in every day 
to day life if he/she not constantly has to motivate her/his existence before the 
authorities”
(Dagens Nyheter, 000111)
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The positive articles express a belief that an implementation of citizen wage will result in a 

societal change that will drastically defy the ruling view of society; a change in values and 

life stile. It will lead to different measures of identification; people will value other things in 

life, greater equality between those who work and those who are unemployed. It is a question 

of developing greater freedom of people’s lives instead of being forced to obey the rules of 

the economic system. 

”A citizen wage would create greater equality and not discriminate against the 
unemployed”
(Hufvudstadsbladet, 060605)

“We will be able to better take care of each other, of our children, have time to try new 
things out, develop and create... in other words we can discuss a better society”.
(Aftonbladet, 960906)

”Unquestionable we have to see the implementation of citizen wage as a possibility for 
us people to embrace new values in life”
(Nya Dagen, 970305)

3.3. Neutral towards citizen wage

The neutral articles will not be presented in the study because they do not form an imperative 

function towards answering the research question at hand. These articles mentioned citizen 

wage in regards to other economic systems etc or stated news regarding the subject of citizen 

wage. Therefore, they serve no other purpose for this study than to put forth and categorize 

the articles read into useful measurements for the result. 
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4. Discussion

In this final section of the study, I will analyze the results of the empirical study and correlate 

them to the theoretical framework presented in the paper. Ultimately, I will discuss the topic 

more openly regarding my own thoughts concerning the matter at hand and the study made. 

Although the study show that the majority of articles are negative regarding the concept of 

citizen wage, I believe that through a democratic perspective it is regrettable that citizen wage 

is no longer represented in Swedish politics. The study highlights the fact that there is an 

interest in Sweden towards citizen wage the discrepancy between those who are positive 

towards citizen wage and those who are negative is relatively small, hence it would more 

democratic for it to have some sort of representation within the political agenda. Based on this 

study, the fact that the only party that represented an implementation of citizen wage removed 

it from its agenda is not in correlation with the opinions of civil society. The majority of the 

articles were negative towards citizen wage but the study provides grounds to believe that 

there still is a significantly large group, which is positive towards it. 

Both the negative and the positive articles express a sense of humans being merely an 

instrument for a one-sided work oriented society. It is however not as contested within the 

negative articles as it is in the positive ones. Within the positive articles, there is however an 

inner dispute concerning this. On the one side, they are promoting citizen wage from a 

humanistic and human rights approach, arguing that all humans have a right to live and 

therefore their basic needs should be met. On the other hand, others argue that all humans 

have the right to work, and because the society cannot provide work for everyone, they should 

therefore provide economical means for basic living. 
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The negative articles in turn contest this, although most are for some sort of social security 

system, they do express that people are intrinsically lazy and without the pressure of working 

for ones survival, most will stop working. This also expresses a lack of trust with today’s aid 

recipients, arguing that many are deceiving the system and are not worthy of the aid. This is a 

fundamental difference between the articles, concerning perception of human kind. The 

positive articles does not think that people are inherently lazy, and only work to receive 

income, furthermore, these articles does not think that people will stop working if they receive 

a citizen wage but that it will stimulate different kinds of work and create a societal change in 

values. 

The subject of justice is mentioned in both the negative and the positive articles. The negative 

articles discuss justice through economical means regarding the actual feasibility of 

implementing citizen wage through taxation. Most here also correlate this towards people’s 

laziness, and they find the idea of citizen wage unjust because it will lead to a small part of 

the population paying for the whole populations’ survival. The positive articles disregard this 

by, arguing again, that most will not stop working. They proclaim that the phenomenon is a 

system that promotes justice for other reasons, the existential reason. We are all humans born 

into this world; therefore, we are all alike and should be given the same opportunities for a 

decent life, hence you can also here see a human right outlook. This perspective also includes 

a sense of solidarity, were we should all take care of one another. It is our duty as humans to 

provide for the weaker ones in society. It expresses a belief that we should not only shield and 

stimulate the healthy ones but also tend to the ill ones in our society. 

This sheds light on a fundamental difference between the negative and the positive articles. 

The positive articles argue that the leading system forces people to motivate their existents, 

proclaiming a change in values in our society, whilst the negative articles mirror a view of 

existential right only if you will join society and obey under the prevailing economic system. 

This is also reflected in the theoretical framework regarding work, were politics has come to 

promote solidarity on the grounds of a workforce instead of grounds of existential solidarity. 

The social identity is thereby enhanced through your participation within the workforce. In 

reverse exclusion from the social community and a weakening of your social identity is 

stimulated by unemployment or alternative lifestyles. 



Page 
28

You can detect a strong difference in perceived value between different social spaces, where 

the work place is valued very highly. Other spaces such as the home is given a different type 

of value, within the negative articles towards citizen wage one can detect a belief that one 

only deserve time in certain spaces if you are inline with the organization of society and 

dedicated to give a certain amount of time in one space. Hence if you are not part of the 

working force, you are not worthy of leisure time and finding value in other social spaces. 

This is also true if you chose to be a part of the income generating labor force but chose to 

divide your time between the different spaces in other forms than the standing norm, for 

example working only part time or less etc. The level of acceptance for time chosen to be 

utilized in different social spaces is directly correlated and dependent on the amount of time 

one spends in the social space of the workplace. 

The discussion around citizen and identity that is portrayed in the paper regarding a 

dichotomy of identity is apparent in the empirical study. The negative articles display a belief 

of a social security system; however, the idea of citizen wage is seen to be exaggerated. They 

do feel a sense of solidarity but only to a certain extent. Identity is closely connected to work, 

and people not willing to work should not be encouraged or subsidized. This is in line with 

André Gorz and his writings on economic rationality. We struggle with on the one hand 

solidarity towards others, but one the other we are not willing to reduce our own living 

standard for the good of the group or other people. Some of the negative articles expressed 

that taxes in Sweden were too high, and that we already have a sufficient social security 

system. We want to help, as long as the sacrifice that we would need to make is not noticeable 

on our own living standard. This emphasizes the shift from the group to the individual that is 

portrayed in the study, and characterized as a fundamental part in our society today. 

The discussions around a traditional way of life were reciprocity was a main ingredient also 

falls under this category. Social obligation is weakened but is still an active part within our 

society. The notion of the welfare state itself serves as proof of this, where both the negative 

and positive articles agree that it is in fact needed. However, the positive articles reflect a 

strong will of to some extern turn back to a more closely connected society were solidarity is 

highly regarded. The difference between the articles is that fundamentally the positive articles 

see social security as a right, not as the negative articles do, an emergency solution.
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We are now bonded together through the economic system. Formerly we had the society, 

within the community there was a strong sense of solidarity and with the entrance of the 

welfare system, we intended to take care of each other. Nevertheless, as globalization

progressed, sense of nationality and identification with citizenship has faded and we do not 

feel the same kinship towards one another. The world is now our backyard, communities, 

cities become more anonymous and in doing so, we stimulate the era of individualism and we 

loose our connectedness and our empathy for the people next to us.   

Giddens expresses his thoughts on how work has become a structural tool in our lives. It 

exemplifies how we organize our lives around income-generated work. This is also essential 

for the possibility of an implementation of citizen wage, since the means will be distributed 

through taxes. However, work has come to be such a strong influence in our lives that not 

only our identity concerns it but also our time. Our time is organized by our working hours, 

the remaining time; leisure time becomes an escape from time of coercion. The ones 

proclaiming citizen wage think that our perception of time is distorted, this exemplified in that 

the article expressed a belief that citizen wage is a way to change our values and lifestyles. 

The negative articles however, does not express a wish for some sort of societal change, they 

do however imply that the strong identification and meaning of work that Giddens rationalizes 

around is in practice. This is highly correlated with above mentioned perceived value and 

worth. Were you are not worthy of leisure time if you are not willing to work. 

The negative articles argue that an implementation of citizen wage would stimulate gender 

inequality. This subject is not expressed within the positive articles. They argue that it is a 

tool for a greater equality amongst the society as a whole, since everyone starts out with 

means for basic living. Something not portrayed in the articles is that I find citizen wage to 

some extent a social class issue, in regards to Polanyi and his discussion of work either as an 

enabling force towards freedom or not. Higher social classes may enjoy greater volume of 

freedom, due to them not being as dependent on their income as those from lower social 

classes, the higher classes are therefore not as eager towards a societal shift in this matter. 

“The demise of the ethical” as Zygmunt Bauman put it. Ethics communicate a sense of 

obligation to the environment around us, but if it is not a strong force implemented in our 

society and identity, and as it is now, no significant repercussions if we fail or choose not to 
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act for the greater good we will act accordingly.  If it does not concern us directly, we are no 

longer prone to do anything about it. 

With the industrial revolution or why not go as far back as the invention of the machine. We 

invented time saving devices, which enabled us more free time while succeeding to do the 

same tasks. Instead of utilizing this; now excess of time, to do other things that give us value 

in our lives, we changed our outlook on work. From being a means to survival and satisfying 

our basic needs, we chose to make use of that extra time in doing more rather than doing less 

or other. This is in correlation to economic rationality that is discussed in this study where 

André Gorz argues that we have gone from a tradition of; “this is enough” to “the more the 

merrier”. This has also had large consequences on the patterns and movement between 

different spaces. The strong trend of urbanization and hollowing of rural areas might shift or 

at least see a change. 

As discussed above the function of leisure time can be altered. It would cease being the 

opposite of work, a complement to the working hours. The disposable time would as indicated 

in the positive articles, the meaning of time would be expanded and make room for other 

meanings and create different opportunities for its use. This will also expand the conception 

of freedom. An implementation of a citizen wage would certainly make way for more optional 

routes in life, which puts the concept in an ironic balance between the individual and the 

group. Because of the groups’ effort and solidarity, the individual would gain more power 

over the possible choices in life. The divide within the social space would be altered or at 

least present an opportunity to, it would be more acceptable to alternatively divide ones time 

between different spaces, for example choosing to stay more at home, in this sense changing 

our relationship and patterns of movement between different spaces. Accumulating means for 

basic survival imposes an “economic straight-jacket” on both society and individuals that has 

an important impact on our grounds for decision-making and choices in regards to 

systematizing our lives and our relationships to different spaces. Economic rationality 

involves restrictions on the way we live our lives. The positive articles expresses a need for 

more freedom in regards to this and the choice to have other measures of criteria for your 

choices and options in life, such as for example geographical consideration. 
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The articles express that most do not find citizen wage feasible within the economic means 

that Sweden have. Some argue that Sweden already has a sufficient welfare system; they are 

concerned with economy not politics. As André Gorz expressed in his theory, combining 

economy with politics seems to be the greatest obstacle of our time. Many researchers of 

citizen wage have numerous examples on how to reorganize and make necessary taxation to 

make citizen wage feasible, even so Swedish researchers concerning Swedish economy. 

Hence the largest hinder may perhaps therefore be will, not means. Since citizen wage is not 

officially on the political agenda anymore, the offer is dismissed without a serious trial. What 

the positive and negative articles do have in common is that there is a disappointment 

regarding the ruling system. 

But what is interesting as for example Polanyi portrayed is the fact that our economic system 

and our perception of work, neither our patterns of relating to different spaces are not finite 

they are changeable and has been so from a historical perspective. Large transformations in 

our society have occurred and will continue to do so. Neither one theory nor one economic 

order is flawless. But this study has illustrated, and the many researchers that are positive 

towards citizen wage that it may not be a matter of economic feasibility but about political 

will.  
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Appendix A: Articles in subjective categories

Newspaper Date Author Category Neutral Positive Negative

Göteborgsposten 2009-05-18 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2009-05-17 Sweden 1
Göteborgsposten 2009-05-18 Editorial 1
Göteborgsposten 2009-0319 Letter to the editor 1
Dagens Nyheter 2009-03-11 1
Folkbladet 2009-02-28 Letter to the editor 1
Helsingsborgs Dagblad 2009-0228 1
VI 2009-02-26 1
Piteå tidningen 2008-12-29 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-12-19 Culture 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2008-12-16 1
Sydsvenskan 2008.12-13 Editorial 1
Göteborgsposten 2008-12-02 Culture 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2008-11-10 1
Norrbottens kuriren 2008-10-30 Letter to the editor 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-10-27 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2008-11-25 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2008-09-19 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2008-09-14 Society 1
Gotlands Tidningar 2008-09-13 Society 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2008-09-06 1
Folkbladet 2008-09-05 Editorial 1
Norrköpings Tidningar 2008-07-08 Editorial 1
Expressen 2008-07-10 Editorial 1
Gotlands Tidningar 2008-07-08 General 1
Sydsvenskan 2008-06-03 Editorial 1
Norrköpings Tidningar 2008-05-31 Editorial 1
Gotlands Tidningar 2008-05-26 Society 1
Göteborgsposten 2008-05-26 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-05-26 Sweden 1
Norrköpings Tidningar 2008-05-26 Editorial 1
Västerviks tidningen 2008-05-26 Opinion 1
Göteborgsposten 2008-05-24 Opinion 1
Sydsvenskan 2008-05-24 Editorial 1
Kristianstads bladet 2008-05-23 Opinion 1
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Sydsvenskan 2008-05-23 Letter to the editor 1
Sydsvenskan 2008-05-23 Letter to the editor 1
Expressen 2008-05-22 News 1
Västerviks tidningen 2008-05-20 Opinion 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-05-19 Politics 1
Veckans Affär 2008-05-15 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-05-14 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2008-05-09 1
Sydsvenskan 2008-05-04 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-04-26 Editorial 1
Norrköpings Tidningar 2008-04-18 Editorial 1
Expressen 2008-03-02 Letter to the editor 1
Kvällsposten 2008-02-29 Editorial 1
Kristianstads bladet 2008-02-28 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-02-26 Editorial 1
Göteborgsposten 2008-02-22 Editorial 1
Kristianstads bladet 2008-02-26 Editorial 1
Sydsvenskan 2008-02-24 Editorial 1
GT 2008-02-26 Editorial 1
Kristianstads bladet 2007-12-17 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-02-25 Sweden 1
Norrköpings Tidningar 2009-03-18 Opinion 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2007-05-09 1
Expressen 2000-05-08 Letter to the editor 1
Expressen 2001-07-16 Culture 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-06-05 Domestic 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2008-12-16 Society 1
Göteborgsposten 2008-12-02 Culture 1
Dagens Nyheter 2008-05-25 Sweden 1
Svenska Dagbladet 2008-02-28 News 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2007-03-05 Letter to the editor 1
Göteborgsposten 2003-11-13 Letter to the editor 1
Borås tidning 2003-04-19 Letter to the editor 1
Aftonbladet 2002-07-30 Opinion 1
Göteborgsposten 2001-12-27 Politics 1
Dagens Nyheter 2000-01-11 Debate 1
Dagens Nyheter 1999-07-20 Debate 1
Svenska Dagbladet 1998-01-15 Debate 1
Nya Dagen 1997-03-05 Debate 1
Västerbottens-kuriren 1997-02-25 News 1
Göteborgsposten 1997-01-12 Debate 1
Aftonbladet 1996-09-06 Debate 1
Göteborgsposten 2007-12-17 Eco-pol 1
Dagens Nyheter 2007-12-21 Editorial 1
Kvällsposten 2007-12-22 Editorial 1
Expressen 2007-12-17 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2007-11-27 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2007-11-11 Debate 1
Riksdag & Departement 2007-10-29 1
Dagens Nyheter 2007-10-23 Sweden 1
Göteborgsposten 2007-10-21 Eco-pol 1
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Dagens Nyheter 2007-10-15 Sweden 1
Göteborgsposten 2007-10-15 Eco-pol 1
Stockholms City 2007-09-21 1
Expressen 2007-08-28 Letter to the editor 1
Göteborgsposten 2007-07-13 Editorial 1
Expressen 2007-07-04 Letter to the editor 1
Göteborgsposten 2007-05-21 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2007-05-18 Editorial 1
Sydsvenskan 2007-04-23 Editorial 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2007-03-05 1
Sydsvenskan 2007-02-06 Editorial 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2007-01-31 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2007-12-23 1
GT 2006-12-15 Editorial 1
Göteborgsposten 2006-12-14 Culture 1
GT 2006-11-20 Culture 1
GT 2006-11-15 Editorial 1
Sydsvenskan 2006-10-27 Letter to the editor 1
Dagens Nyheter 2006-09-29 Family 1
Göteborgsposten 2006-09-16 Eco-pol 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-09-16 Domestic 1
Expressen 2006-09-14 Letter to the editor 1
Dagens Nyheter 2006-09-14 Politics 1
Expressen 2006-09-13 Editorial 1
Expressen 2006-09-10 Letter to the editor 1
Sydsvenskan 2006-09-07 Editorial 1
Sydsvenskan 2006-09-06 Editorial 1
Göteborgsposten 2006-09-06 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2006-09-06 Politics 1
GT 2006-09-04 Culture 1
Göteborgsposten 2006-08-28 Debate 1
Göteborgsposten 2006-08-24 Editorial 1
GT 2006-08-24 Letter to the editor 1
Dagens Nyheter 2006-08-13 Editorial 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-07-25 Domestic 1
Dagens Nyheter 2006-07-24 Culture 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-07-21 Debate 1
GT 2006-07-18 Editorial 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-07-13 Editorial 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-07-07 Domestic 1
Expressen 2006-06-21 Letter to the editor 1
Expressen 2006-06-20 Debate 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-06-19 Debate 1
Expressen 2006-06-18 Editorial 1
Expressen 2006-06-09 Editorial 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-06-05 Domestic 1
Expressen 2006-06-03 Domestic 1
Expressen 2006-05-31 Editorial 1
Expressen 2006-05-30 Domestic 1
Expressen 2006-05-28 Editorial 1
Dagens Nyheter 2006-05-11 Sweden 1
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Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-05-07 Editorial 1
Expressen 2006-05-05 Editorial 1
Hufvudstadsbladet 2006-04-30 Domestic 1
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