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This volume adds to the now considerable output from Uppsala University in Baloch studies.
Both the conferences organized there over the years and the volumes of their proceedings have
been welcome additions to the still meagre academic coverage of the Baloch and their relation-
ship to the history and sociology of the region. One of the strengths of this program lies in its
approach which is more comprehensive than the linguistic focus of the organizers. In general,
however, the Baloch unfortunately continue to attract much less attention than they merit.

Baloch history covers an area from Bandar Abbas, Oman and the Emirates of the Persian
Gulf to Karachi, south to Zanzibar and East Africa, and north through eastern Iran and western
and northern Afghanistan into Turkmenistan. It poses questions about the development of so-
ciety over the whole of this area as far back as thousand years ago. Although the Baloch appear
to have entered history originally as nomads, by the 17th century they had established their own
(pre-colonial) state. In the 19th century this was recognized as a Princely State by the British
administration in Calcutta. The Baloch were important players in the later days of the British
Raj, and more recently have made headlines in the West because of international connections
that attracted global attention. True to their tradition of migrant labor and military service
abroad in Oman and Khorasan, some Baloch took the opportunity to serve the interests of Iraq
against the Shah’s Iran, and more recently the CIA against the Islamic Republic. Baloch were
among those implicated in the first World Trade Center explosion in 1994. Within Pakistan
(into which their state was incorporated in 1948) some Baloch communities have been in open
conflict with the national government almost continuously since the 1970s, and currently are
in revolt over natural resources in the east (Marri-Bugti district) and over the development of
a deep-water port at Gwadar in the west (the formerly Gichki district of Turbat). In Iran the
Baloch have led one of the main movements of resistance against the post-revolutionary re-
gime in Iran. As I write this paragraph thirteen of their current revolutionary movement Jund-
allah were just hanged in Zahedan. What does it take to attract academic attention?

This volume is from a conference on “Pluralism in Balochistan” which was held in August
2005 by Uppsala’s Department of Linguistics and Philology. The subject matter is diverse in
terms of subject matter, academic discipline and quality. It is organized in three parts: Lan-
guage (six chapters and half the book); Sociology and Anthropology (four chapters); and Re-
ligion, History and Political Sciences (six chapters). Within each part the chapters are arranged
in the alphabetical order of the authors' names, with no regard to subject matter. It is unfortu-
nate that as a result of this editorial decision a chapter with an enticing title—“A Socioloin-
guistic Survey among the Jadgal...” by Behrooz Barjasteh Delforooz—is placed first, because
it turns out to be disappointing. In fact it represents a missed opportunity. The author appears
not to know any Jadgali or to have collected any linguistic or ethnographic data during his very
short period of field research (apparently less than a month). He seems to doubt the generally
(and locally) accepted meaning of the name Jadgal (Jad=Jat, gal=speech), and relates them to
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the Boledai rulers to the north, whereas in more recent times they were the people of the Sard-
arzai Hakums (ruling family) who were the leaders of the Baloch freedom movement in Iran
in the late 1950s-1960s. The second chapter, however, modestly entitled “Some Transitional
Features of Eastern Balochi” by Elena Bashir, is an important contribution to the historical
study of the Balochi language, and along with some other chapters will ensure a place for this
book on any bibliography relating to Balochi language and history. It is well organized, rich in
detail, and makes the historical relationship between the two major dialect groups of Balochi
clearer than it has been since it was first identified in the 19th century. Chapter Three, “On
Agent clitics in Balochi...,” by Mohammad Dabir-Moghaddam, is comparative, dealing with
variation in usage in different parts of Iranian Baluchistan in a context that includes several lo-
cal languages of western Iran. It is similarly rich in linguistic detail. The fourth chapter, by Tim
Farrell, on “...Metaphor in Balochi” is a ground-breaking study of Balochi usage and contains
as an appendix a valuable transcription and translation of khotba by a Baloch Maulvi. In chap-
ter five, Carina Jahani explores variation among Balochi dialects in the incidence of a pre-
sumed Persian syntactical feature: the marking of the antecedent of restrictive relative clauses.
This exercise provides the opportunity for analysis of an interesting array of Balochi sentences,
but it is difficult to see what might be the general significance of any conclusions we could
draw from it. There are also some methodological problems, having to do the variation over
time in the nature of the relationship between different Balochi dialects and what we know as
New Persian, and more importantly the fact that Balochi was never written until little more
than a hundred years ago, and continues to be unimportant as a medium of literacy for the ma-
jority of Baloch. We cannot reconstruct the spoken forms of the Persian language which earlier
generations of Baloch would have known or the intensity of interaction with them. This lin-
guistic half of the book ends with a synchronic study of Balochi nominal systems by Agnes
Korn. This study also provides rich analysis, but ends in a conclusion that leaves open an im-
portant question: in the study of a language community such as the Baloch, in which the lan-
guage appears to have served as the major factor in the maintenance of its sense of cultural
identity over a vast area for a number of centuries, is a synchronic approach that emphasizes
differences as useful as a diachronic approach that would explain how the apparent differences
fail to break up the community? I wonder also, having attempted this type of research in the
field myself, to what extent some of the data may be reproducible: a larger sample might make
the synchronic conclusions more convincing.

Part Two, Sociology and Anthropology, begins with an account of recent urban develop-
ment and transformative modernization in the major urban conglomerations of Iranian Balo-
chistan (Zahedan, Iranshahr and Chahbahar), by Hasan Afrakhteh. It is based mainly on statis-
tical data, which is explained interestingly in terms of the change in government policy that has
resulted from changes in the government’s strategic thinking over the past three decades. This
is followed by a discussion of time by Abbas Parvin. Some of the data here are published for
the first time, but the chapter would have attracted wider readership if it were set in some sort
of comparative context, relating it either to the measurement of time in Persianate civilization
at large, or to the broader anthropological discussion of time outside the Western tradition.
Next, under the heading of “plurilocality” Doreen Schindler discusses the distinctive features
of the relationship between social and spatial organization among Iranian Baloch. This part
ends with one of the most important chapters of the book: “Pluralism and Change in Iranian
Balochistan,” by Abdolhossein Yadegari (who along with the author of the chapter on time un-
fortunately died before the book was published). In spite of its brevity (10 pp.) this chapter
adds important details to what is known about the historical background to the current situa-
tion. I hope others with access to similar sources will be inspired to continue this type of work.
This type of material is currently receding from living memory and will soon be lost, to the
Baloch as well Balochists.

Part Three collects together contributions from the other social sciences. The first chapter,
by Martin Axmann, recounts the escalation of Baloch opposition to the Pakistani government
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since 1999, with some attention to its historical context. It is well presented as a conflict be-
tween the local socio-political interests of the Baloch and the larger strategic interests of the
government in Islamabad. The second chapter, by Sabir Badalkhan, is the most comprehensive
description of the Zikri confessional community in Makran yet to be published, and for this
reason alone particularly valuable. It is an excellent account of the history, beliefs and practices
of the Zikris, by an author already well known for his publications on Baloch culture. His last
sentence is tantalising: “The only counterforce to Sunni fundamentalism... [in its opposition to
the Zikris] is the Baloch nationalists, who see Zikrism as an integral part of Baloch national
identity and, as such, worthy to be protected.” The next chapter is the first publication on Ba-
loch involvement in the East African slave trade, and is valuable for that reason, even though
it is not as comprehensive as it might be. The fourth of this section, on Power and Religion, by
Noraiee, introduces the radicalization and politicization of religion since the 1979 revolution,
with some attention to its earlier history. Next is a well organized discussion, by Nina Swidler,
of what can be known from historical sources about diversity in Baloch society in the pre-
British period. Paul Titus ends the volume with an essay on External Influences on the Baloch
National Movement that introduces some new details relating to the evolution of modern Ba-
loch ethnic awareness.

It is a pleasure to read a collection of essays that bring out such a variety of different social
and cultural features in a historical perspective of some three and a half centuries. However, I
found the use of “pluralism” confusing. The concept is not directly discussed and no reference
is given to the literature on pluralism in any discipline. Although the term can be used in var-
ious senses it usually implies some degree of formal recognition of social difference and re-
lated rights. The differences that are covered in the various chapters of this volume are not le-
gally or otherwise formally recognized in either of the two countries. These chapters seem
more concerned with informal variation and structured differentiation of various types than
what is usually discussed under the heading of pluralism. 

Was it self-consciousness over pluralism that led the editors to refer to “multiple religious
faiths” in the Preface? Surely, only the Zikri phenomenon could be called a different faith.
There was no mention of the presence of Hindus and Sikhs who had played an important econ-
omic role in the region before the creation of Pakistan. There is much in this volume that the
editors could have used to make the collection attractive to a wider audience beyond Baloch
studies, and to get the Baloch out of their academic ghetto. Several of the authors could have
given more attention to the relationship between what they were presenting and what was
known from earlier publications, and the editors in their introduction could have set the whole
in a larger context of Iranian and South Asian Studies, or other disciplinary interests, as well
as theoretical issues such as pluralism or diversity in comparable societies.

Despite these comments, overall the editors deserve to be complimented on their success in
producing a valuable volume with a rich diversity of material and authorship, including partici-
pation of local scholars from Iran and Pakistan. There is enough valuable material here to re-
ward the attention of anyone with an academic interest in the Baloch or their neighbors.

Brian Spooner, University of Pennsylvania

Karimi, Simin, Vida Samiian and Donald Stilo (eds.), Aspects of Iranian Linguis-
tics. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2008, 440 pp.

Aspects of Iranian Linguistics is a volume of twenty papers which were presented at the First
International Conference with the same title held at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary
Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany, June 17–19, 2005. The invited keynote speakers were Dr.


