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Introduction 

In this book seventeen different texts from Persian and Arabic literature will 
be presented. Fourteen texts in Persian represent poetry and prose in different 
literary genres. The last three texts are three poems in Arabic on the subject 
of  the unity of being (wa dat-i wuj d) which is a very important principle in 
Islamic Sufism. An introduction to each of these texts follows below. 
 

1. The dispute between the drunk, the jurisprudent and the f  
 
The poet lived in the beginning of the Safavid era and it is the conjecture of 
the present editor that he could possibly be identified as Ghaz l  Mashhad  
(died 980 A. H./1572-3 A. D.).  

He has put into the form of a poem the present dispute which is a hearing 
and disclosure of the corruption and ignorance of the jurisprudent and the 

f . In this poem the poet gives a good description of the social conditions of 
Iran in Safavid times. And these conditions reflect in detail the intellectual and 
moral corruption upon which the Safavid rulers, in cooperation with the juris-
prudents, laid the foundation for the permanence of their rule. 

This poem has 865 verses. The original from which this text was printed is 
in the Bibliothèque nationale in Paris, (manuscrits Persans, Ancien fonds, nr. 
325). 
 

2. Dispute between heaven and earth 
 
Composed by ayr n  Hamad n  (died 903 A. H./1497-8 A. D.).  

Here, the poet has arranged a debate between heaven and earth and the two 
make themselves ready for a dreadful battle. Even though the battle never 
takes place and in the end the matter is solved peacefully, the entire debate is 
in a spirit of contentiousness and seeking precedence. The poet could have 
composed a loving and friendly debate between heaven and earth and how 
much more pleasing and attractive it would have been if he had had other 
matters to discuss. However what he has chosen is nothing other than the 
actual situation in the world at that time which was nothing but war and 
bloodshed.  

This poem consists of 475 verses. The original manuscript is in the library 
of the Bibliothèque nationale de Paris, (Manuscrit Persan, Ancien fonds, 
nr.349). 
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3. Gulshan-i la fat  
 
Composed by S gharj  Samarqand  whose pen name was Insh  (died 1005 A. 
H./1596-7 A. D.).  

He was a court poet. The vizier and the courtiers prepared a plot against 
him whereby he was expelled from the court and his possessions confiscated. 
In this poem the poet has arranged a dispute between reason and chance. He 
explains that it is the human intellect which determines his destiny and not 
chance or fortune. His point is that his being expelled from the court and the 
confiscation of his possessions was not the work of chance but was a plot 
drawn up by the vizier and the courtiers. 

The poem contains 932 verses and the manuscript is in the Bodleian Li-
brary in Oxford, England with number 1036. 

 

4. A dispute between day and night 
 
5. A dispute between the sword and the pen 
 
Both works are by Mun r L h r  (died in 1054 A. H./1644 A. D.).  

He is one of the greatest Persian-language writers and poets of India. The 
two above-mentioned works are written in a high literary style.  

The dispute between the sword and the pen is a debate between a governor 
and an intellectual, one of the many works on this topic in Persian and Arabic 
literature. 

The manuscript which contains these two essays is in the Uppsala Univer-
sity Library (O Nov. 534, folios 176B-180B). The date given for the writing of 
the manuscript is 1114 A. H./1702 A. D. 

 

6. Introduction to the Maykh nah 
 
Written by Ni m al-d n A mad Himmat Kh n   

The Maykh nah composed by Himmat Kh n Badakhsh  (died 1092 A. H./ 
1681 A. D.) was an important book containing around 120 s q -n mahs. A 
s q -n mah was a composition  in verse in which the poet composed a speech 
in honor of wine and the cup-bearer and in it he explained his thoughts and 
ideas on morals, personal matters, society, love, Sufism and even on politics. 
Composing s q -n mahs was a current way to tell about one’s grievances 
among poets during a number of centuries. 

The Maykh nah of Himmat Kh n has been lost, and the introduction pre-
sented here is an important text in making it known. The manuscript is in the 
Uppsala University Library (O Nov. 534, folios 184A-185B). 
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7. Rules for Nasta l q 
 
This a work by M r Al  Tabr z  (died 850 A. H./1446-7 A. D.).  

The author was a very famous calligrapher and is considered to be the 
originator of Nasta l q. The manuscript is in the Uppsala University Library 
(O Nov. 534, folios 85B-86A). 

 

8. In praise of the bathhouse ( amm m) 
 
Written by Mu ammad Khal l Mukarram Kh n . 

This is an interesting and rare essay on the subject of the bathhouse. The 
author was a  clerk in eleventh-century (A. H.) India.  

The manuscript is in the Uppsala University Library (O Nov. 534, folios 
190B-191B). 
 

9. Complaint against the order prohibiting the drinking of wine. 
 
The author is Na r  Hamad n  (died 1030 A. H./1620-1 A. D.). 

Intermittently the Safavid kings would prohibit the drinking of wine and 
close the wineshops. On one of these occasions when the Safavid Sh h ‘Abb s 
the First did so, the author wrote the present letter of complaint.  

The manuscript is in the Uppsala University Library (O Nov. 534, folio 
193A). 
 

10. Letter written in request for water 
 
Written by Na r  Hamad n  (died 1030 A. H./1620 1 A. D.).  

The author had a beautiful garden. Some powerful people closed off his 
water supply, and his garden withered. The author wrote the present letter as 
a complaint about this situation. Naturally, this charming letter gave the de-
sired result and he got his water supply back. The manuscript is in the Upp-
sala University Library (O Nov. 534, folios 180B-181A). 
 

11. On the description of tobacco and hookah 
 
Written by ’ib Tabr z  (died 1081 A. H./1670-1 A. D.).  

’ib was a famous poet and left many poems. Perhaps because of illness or 
of excess imbibing of wine, his doctors forbade him to drink wine, and, inevi-
tably, he turned to narg lah and wrote the present essay in which he describes 
it. 

The manuscript is in the Uppsala University Library (O Nov. 534, folio 
85). 
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12. A versified dialogue by Munavvar Kh n and J n  Kh n 
 
Munavvar Kh n and J n  Kh n were two governors in India about the eleven 
century (A. H.). One had been the guest of the other, and upon returning 
(home) he got caught in rains and flooding. This resulted in a description of 
these happenings in five versified letters comprising 76 verses of poetry, 19 of 
which are by Munavvar Kh n, and 57 by J n  Kh n. 

The manuscript is located in the Uppsala University Library (O Nov. 534, 
folio 210). 
 

13. Shahr- sh b  
 
By different poets. 

Shahr- sh b is any kind of poetry which has been composed in description 
of the craftsmen of a city and a presentation of the crafts and arts found in 
them. The first person in modern times to undertake research and publish a 
study on this subject was A mad Gulch n Ma n . 

This work is located in the Uppsala University Library (O Nov. 534, folio 
223 and thereabouts). 
 

14. An essay on teaching and education 
 
The author is an unknown literary man of the eleventh century A. H.  

This is an essay on practical wisdom and methods of teaching and educat-
ing children, acquiring knowledge, gymnastics, archery and combat training. 
The prose of the essay is pleasing in the style of the secretary.  

The manuscript is in the Uppsala University Library (O Nov. 534, folios 
196A-197B). 
 

 
Three poems on the unity of being (va dat-i vuj d) 

 
15. The T ’iyyah by Ibn Arab  
 
Composed by Ibn Arab , Mu ammad ibn Al  al- ndalus  (died 638 A. 
H./1240 A. D.).  

This is a long qa dah comprising 436 verses on the subject of the unity of 
being (va dat-i vuj d) and some other aspirations of the f s. This qa dah, 
which is considered to be among the most serious and rhetorical poems by Ibn 
al- Arab , was composed in the pattern of T ’iyyah of Ibn al-F ri . 

This edition of the text is based on two manuscripts: 
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1. A manuscript in the Bibliothèque nationale de Tunis with the num-
ber 7953, folios 112-123. It was written around the year 1000 A. 
H./1591 A. D.). 

2. A manuscript in Leiden with number 598 which was written some 
time around the year 1200 A. H./1785 A. D.). 

 
16. The T ’iyyah by mir al-Ba r  
 
A poem by mir ibn mir al-Ba r  known as sh zar (died between 712 and 
715 A. H./1312-1315 A. D.). 

He was a poet and proponent of Ism l  philosophy, and the present 
T ’iyyah was composed with the purpose of describing and explaining the 
T ’iyya of Ibn al-F ri . mir’s poem consists of 506 verses and 13 sections. 
Because he was a supporter of Ism l  thought, the majority of Muslims, that 
is, both Sunn s and Shi tes have boycotted him. The work has remained quite 
obscure. One could venture to say that in Arabic and Persian literature no 
other poem of this eloquence and purity on the subject of gnosis ( irf n) is to 
be found. Henceforth this poem will be passed  on from hand to hand like a 
leaf of gold by the enthusiasts of gnosis ( irf n). This edition is based on three 
manuscripts: 
 

1. The manuscript of Vienna, number 481 of the National Library of 
Austria with the date 715 A. H./1315 A. D. 

2. The manuscript of London in the British Museum with the date 
1170 A. H./1756 A. D. 

3. The manuscript of Qum in the Mar ash  Library with the date 1276 
A. H./1859 A. D.  
 

The edition of Damascus prepared by Abd al-Q dir al-Maghrib  in 1948 has 
also been taken into consideration. 
 
17. The T ’iyyah  by Ibn Taghr  bird  
 
Composed by Jam l al-d n Y suf ibn Taghr  bird  (813-874 A. H./1410-1470 
A. D.). 

Among the extant gnostic poetry of the famous historian Ibn Taghr  bird  
there is a T ’iyyah  consisiting of a thousand verses. In this book a selection of 
242 verses from this T ’iyyah  will be presented. The edited text printed here 
is based on the manuscript of the Bibliothèque nationale de Tunis with num-
ber 7935, dated 967 A. H./1559 A. D., folios 45-102. 
     
   Ali Muhaddis 



 14 

References  
In European languages 

Bosworth, C. E., The new Islamic dynasties, Edinburgh, 1996. 
Brockelmann, C., Geschichte der arabischen litteratur, 1-2, Weimar, Berlin, 1898-

1902, Suppl. I-III, Leiden, 1937-1942. 
Cureton & Rieu, Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum orientalium qui in Museo Bri-

tannico asservantur, Hildesheim, Zurich, New York, 1998. 
Dozy, R. P. A., Catalogus codicum orientalium bibliothecae academiae lugduno bata-

vae, Vol 2, Brill, Leyden, 1851. 
The Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition, Vol 1, Leiden, London, 1960. 
Flügel, G., Die arabischen, persischen und türkischen Handschriften der kaiserlich-

köninglichen Hofbibliothek zu Wien, Bd 1-3, Wien, 1865-1867. 
Richard, Francis, Catalogue des manuscrits Persans (Ancient fonds), Paris, 1989. 
Sachau, Ed., & Ethe’, Hermann, Catalogue of the Persian, Turkish, Hindustani, and 

Pushtu Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library, part 1, Oxford, 1889. 
St. John, Ronald Bruce, Historical Dictionary of Libya, 3rd ed. USA, Lanham, Mary-

land and London, 1998. (African historical dictionaries, no. 33). 
Yahya, Osman, Histoire et classification de L’ Oeuvre D’ Ibn Arab , 1-2., Damas, 

1964. 
Zetterste’en, K. V., Die Arabischen, Persischen und Turkischen Handschriften der 

Universitätsbibliothek zu Uppsala, 1-2, Uppsala, 1930-1935. 
 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ACTA BIBLIOTHECAE R. UNIVERSITATIS UPSALIENSIS
Redaktör: Ulf Göranson

Vol. I  Uppsala Universitetsbiblioteks minnesskrift 1621–1921. 1921.
Vol. II  Symbola litteraria. Hyllningsskrift till Uppsala Universitet vid Jubelfesten 1927. 

1927. 
Vol. III–IV  Zetterstéen, K. V., Die arabischen, persischen und türkischen Handschriften der 

Universitätsbibliothek zu Uppsala. 1–2. 1930–35.
Vol. V  Donum Grapeanum. Festskrift tillägnad överbibliotekarien Anders Grape på 

sextiofemårsdagen den 7 mars 1945. 1945.
Vol. VI–VII  Grape, A., Ihreska handskriftssamlingen i Uppsala Universitetsbibliotek. 1–2. 

1949.
Vol. VIII–IX  Sallander, H., Bibliotheca Walleriana. 1–2. 1955.
Vol. X  Davidsson, Å., Handritade kartor över Sverige i Uppsala Universitetsbibliotek. 

Katalog. 1956.
Vol. XI  Davidsson, Å., Handritade kartor över Finland i Uppsala Universitetsbibliotek. 

1957. 
Vol. XII  Davidsson, Å., Katalog över svenska handteckningar i Uppsala Universitetsbib-

liotek. 1958.
Vol. XIII  Trypucko, J., Polonica vetera Upsaliensia. 1958.
Vol. XIV  Davidsson, Å., Catalogue of the Gimo Collection of Italian Manuscript Music 

in the University Library of Uppsala. 1963.
Vol. XV  Corona amicorum. Studier tillägnade Tönnes Kleberg. 1968.
Vol. XVI  Andersson-Schmitt, M., Manuscripta mediaevalia Upsaliensia. Übersicht über 

die C-Sammlung der Universi-tätsbibliothek Uppsala. 1970.
Vol. XVII  Celsius, O., Uppsala Universitetsbiblioteks historia. 1970.
Vol. XVIII  Löfgren, O., Katalog über die äthiopischen Handschriften in der Universitäts-

bibliothek Uppsala. 1974.
Vol. XIX  University Library Problems. Proceedings of a Symposium in Library Science 

on the Occasion of the 350th Anniversary of the Uppsala University Library 
together with the Programme and Speeches at the Jubilee Celebration. 1975.

Vol. XX  Davidsson, Å., Litteratur om Uppsala Universitetsbibliotek och dess samlingar. 

Vol. XXI  Davidsson, Å., Torgny T. Segerstedts tryckta skrifter. Förteckning. 1978.

1980.
Vol. XXIII  Birgegård, U., Johan Gabriel Sparwenfeld and the Lexicon Slavonicum. His 

Contribution to 17th Century Slavonic Lexicography. 1985.
Vol. XXIV  Sparwenfeld, J. G., Lexicon Slavonicum. Edited and commented by U. Birge-

gård. 1–4. 1987–1990. Index 1992.
Vol. XXV  Carolina Rediviva. Byggnadens historia från 1810-talet till 1980-talet. Redak-

tionskommitté: Frick, G., Hornwall, M. & Lindgren, M. 1986.
Vol. XXVI  Andersson-Schmitt, M., Hallberg, H. & Hedlund, M., Mittelalterliche 

Handschriften der Universi-tätsbibliothek Uppsala. Katalog über die C-
Sammlung. 1–6. 1988–1993. 7–8 (Reg.). 1995.

Vol. XXVII  Dahlgren, S. & Norman, H., The Rise and Fall of New Sweden. Governor Johan 
Risingh’s Journal 1654–1655 in its Historical Context. 1988.

Vol. XXVIII  Davidsson, Å., Litteratur om Uppsala Universitetsbibliotek och dess samlingar. 

Vol. XXIX  Hedlund, M. & Härdelin, A., Vadstena klosters bibliotek. 1990.
Vol. XXX  Lewin, B. & Löfgren, O., Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts in the Hellmut 

Accessions. Edited by Mikael Persenius. Preface by Tryggve Kronholm. 1992.



Vol. XXXI  Beretta, M., A History of Non-Printed Science. A Select Catalogue of the Waller 
Collection. 1993.

Vol. XXXII  Undorf, W., Hogenskild Bielke’s Library. A Catalogue of the Famous 16th Cen-
tury Swedish Private Collection. Reconstructed and compiled. 1995. 

Vol. XXXIII  Serving the Scholarly Community – Essays on Tradition and Change in Research 
Libraries Presented to Thomas Tottie on July 3rd, 1995. 1995.

Vol. XXXIV  Hedlund, M. (ed.), A Catalogue and Its Users. A Symposium on the Uppsala C-
Collection of Medieval Manuscripts. 1995.

Vol. XXXV  Larsson, L. & Gruszczynski, W., Nomina Polonica et Svetica. En polsk-svensk 
paronymordlista i original och avskrift. 1998.

Vol. XXXVII  Muhaddis, A., Shirazi, J. T., Gul U Nawruz. Edited and commented by A. Mu-
haddis. 2001.

Vol. XXXVIII  Hedberg, S., I bokens namn. Äldre bibliotekskataloger i Sverige. 2002.
Vol. XXXIX  Muhaddis, A. (ed.), Fifteen Literary-Mystical Poems in Persian and Arabic, by: 

Fifteen Poets. 2004.

skrifter. 2005.
Vol. XLI  Trypucko, J. The Catalogue of the Book Collection of the Jesuit College in 

Braniewo held in the University Library in Uppsala. Extended and completed by 
M. Spandowski. Edited by M. Spandowski & S. Szyller, Vol. 1–3. Katalog ksie-
gozbioru Kolegium Jezuitów w Braniewie zachowanego w Bibliotece Uniwer-
syteckiej w Uppsali. Uzupelnil M. Spandowski. Opracowali M. Spandowski & S. 
Szyller. T. 1–3. Warszawa-Uppsala 2007.   

Vol. XLII  Muhaddis, A., Twenty philosophical-mystical texts : in Persian and Arabic. Com-
piled, edited and commented by A. Muhaddis. 2008.

presentation av handskriften ”Celsii samlingar UUB X 201” med alfabetiska för-
teckningar över samtliga upptagna personnamn, ortnamn m.m. samt listor över 
de av Celsius angivna referenserna. 2008.

Vol. XLIV  Muhaddis, A., Seventen Texts On Literature and Mysticism. In Persian and Ara-
bic. Compiled, edited and commented by A. Muhaddis. 2011.


