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Meeting Grounds 
Royalty and Voluntary Associations in Sweden and 
Norway c. 1810-1860 

PER SANDIN 

In November 1840, King Charles xiv received a delegation from Sällskapet 

(The Club), the most distinguished bourgeois association in Stockholm. The 

delegation wished to express their "humble" appreciation to the monarch af-

ter receiving a marble bust of him. The king had thought it fitting to present 

the bust to them, and to this day the bust holds a prominent place in the 

clubs grand hall. The chairman, wholesale dealer Gottlob Fredrik Smerling, 

said: "the token of approval of our Society that Your Majesty has hereby 

bestowed, indicates how Your Majesty with pleasure regards associations that 

draw citizens toward each other, and where public and individual well-be-

ing, within an intimate society, is active and prepared". Charles answered 

(in French of course, since he never learned to master the tongues of the 

North): "Yes, gentlemen, I always feel pleased when I see voluntary associa

tions formed to promote public and individual well-being".T 

There is no reason to doubt that the king really meant what he said to the 

good citizens of Stockholm. 

The aim of this artide is to highlight the key role that voluntary asso

ciations played in the Swedish-Norwegian royal houses dialogue with the 

emerging civic society during the period 1810—1860.2 

1 Claes Lundin, Sällskapet 1800-1900. Historisk skildring (Stockholm 1900). 

2 The article is based on an interim report for my pending dissertation. The dissertations 

questions and analytica! starting point are based on German philosopher and sociologist 

Jiirgen Habermas' theories about the bourgeoisie public sphere that began to emerge during 

the 1700S and above all in the following century. See Jiirgen Habermas, Strukturwandel der 

Ojfentlichkeit. Untersuchungen zu einer Kategorie der burgerlichen Gesellschaft (Frankfurt am 

Main 1990). 
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The Emergence of Voluntary Associations 
in Sweden and Norway 

The provisions for voluntary associations that bridged the four estates began 

to emerge as the authoritarian and hierarchic world view of Vancien régime 

Europé gave way to a new, more egalitarian view of mankind. The new vol

untary associations appealed especially to the bourgeoisie, who saw an op-

portunity to become more deeply engaged in society. The end of the royal 

autocracy created the legal prerequisites for the emergence of voluntary civic 

society associations in Sweden (1809) and in Norway (1814).3 Citizens were 

granted freedom of speech and expression via the constitutions adopted dur-

ing that period. 

The government continued, through the county governors, to control 

the great number of clubs and associations, or societies, which evolved from 

around 1810 and onwards. All associations had to present their statutes, pend-

ing government approval.4 A few associations were also banned. The best 

known case was Sällskapet för medborgerlig talarekonst, or Debatterande säll

skapet (Civic Oratory Association). It was founded in 1820 by the radical 

priest Bogislaus von Schwerin and other leading liberals, such as Carl Henrik 

Anckarsvärd, Gustaf Hierta and Johan Gabriel Richert (Prince Oskars tea-

3 Regarding Swedish nineteenth century voluntary associations, see Torkel Jansson, Aderton-

hundratalets associationer. Forskning och problem kring ett sprängfullt tomrum eller samman

slutningsprinciper och föreningsformer mellan två samhällsformationer ca. 1800-1870 (Uppsala 

1985). See also: Torkel Jansson,"Associationerna mellan korporationer och folkrörelser", His

torisk tidskrift 106 (1986); Torkel Jansson, "Idé och verklighet i det tidiga 1800-talets Norden. 

En och samma nykterhetstanke i olika stater och samhällen", in Carl Göran Andrae et al. 

(eds.), Arkivet, historien, rörelsen. Sven Lundkvist 60 år (Stockholm 1987b); Torkel Jansson, 

"En historisk uppgörelse. När i8oo-talsnationen avlöste 1600-talsstaten", Historisk tidskrift 

110 (1990b); Torkel Jansson, "Ett triangeldrama. Stater, kommuner och frivilligföreningar i 

kampen om medborgerlighet i Norden under 1800-talet", in Lennart Pettersson (ed.), Konst, 

bildning och föreningsliv i 1%00-talets Norden (Umeå 1998); Torkel Jansson, "Carl Johan och 

hans tid. Sängkammarregemente och samhällelig frisfär. Högtidsföredrag den 11 maj 1994", 

Carl Johans Förbundets handlingar för åren 1994-1998 (Uppsala 1999). Regarding Norwegian 

nineteenth century voluntary associations, sec Sverre Steen, "De frivillige sammenslutninger 

og det norske demokrati", (Norsk) Historisk tidskrift 34 (1948); Hans Try, Assosiajonsånd og 

foreningsvekst i Norge. Forskningsoversyn og perspektiv (0vre Ervik 1985). 
4 See e.g. Karl Warburg, "Förbudet mot 1820 års 'Talsällskap'. Ett bidrag till den svenska 

föreningsfrihetens historia", Historisk tidskrift 24 (1904), p. 36. 
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cher in law).5 Runaförbundet (Runic Society), established in 1824 in Lund 

(a university town in southern Sweden), is another example; its aim was to 

reform and modernize the academic world. That did not please the powers 

that be. Although it was never officially banned, its meetings were kept under 

government surveillance.6 Therefore, it is hardly surprising that the reform 

associations formed during the 1840S were not placed under royal patronage. 

But it is more remarkable that the reform associations were allowed to oper

ate without major impediments. 

The prototypes for the Civic Oratory Association and the Runic Society 

were the English debating societies.7 It is apparent that Charles xiv was very 

sceptical of this kind of assocation. It is well known that he, both as crown 

prince and as king, feared signs of discontent against royal power in general, 

and his royal house in particular. Immediately on his arrival in Sweden, he set 

up a secret police and spy agencies. As the union with Norway was formed 

in 1814, these agencies were extended to Norway as well.8 The scope of the 

surveillance these agencies conducted against the associations is unkown, and 

will likely remain so. 

With the exception of political associations, among them the debating 

societies, Charles xiv was quite open to voluntary associations. Among the 

hundreds of clubs or associations that were formed in Sweden and Norway 

from 1810-1815 and onwards, a small, yet impressive, number were given royal 

patronage. Through this patronage an exchange of legitimacy took place: 

the monarch gave civic society legitimacy, and the royal power was given 

legitimacy by civic society. It should also be noted that the young Berna

dotte dynasty was in special need of building and shoring up its legitimacy. 

Associations played a key role as an arena for the encounters between the 

Bernadotte monarchy and civic society. 

5 Warburg (1904), pp. 92 f.; Karl Warburg, Johan Gabriel Richert. Hans lefnad och uttalanden, 

1—2 (Stockholm 1905). 
6 See P. G. Berg, Svenska ordnar, sällskaper och föreningar m.m. (Stockholm 1873); Bengt Åhlén, 

Svenskt föreningslexikon (Uppsala 1952). 
7 Hanna Hodacs, Converging World Views. The European Expansion andEarly-Nineteenth-Cen-

tury Anglo-Swedish Contacts (Uppsala 2003). 

Nils Staf, Polisväsendet i Stockholm 1776-1850 (Stockholm 1950), pp. 330 f. 
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Swedish Voluntary Associations and Royal Patronage 

What sorts of associations were not only "approved" by the Swedish govern-

ment, but also received royal patronage? A reasonably clear picture emerges: 

religious associations, associations that had a social emphasis, temperance 

societies, education clubs, cultural associations and so-called womens asso

ciations received the monarchs attention. 

Religious Associations and Philanthropic Associations 
Queen Desideria and the crown princess, låter Queen Josefina, gave financial 

support to Fruntimmersbibelsällskapet (National Womens Bible Society). Es-

tablished in 1819, its aims were to spread the Bible to the masses by handing 

out so-called "bridal Bibles" to newly wedded couples and Bibles to confir-

mands and schools. 

Svenska missionssällskapet (Swedish Mission Society), founded in 1835, was 

involved in mission work in Swedish Lapland. It was very official, and was 

closely linked to the Royal Palace and the central government in Stockholm. 

For centuries, female members of Europés royal families had been active 

in social welfare. The queens of Sweden and Norway were expected, just like 

their European counterparts, to engage themselves in various philanthropic 

activities. To protect and aid the needy was part and parcel of a queens duties as 

"mother of the nation".9 The emergence of associations gave the Swedish-Nor-

wegian queens the means to expand and professionalize this commitment. 

Charles xiv and his adopted mother, Queen Hedvig Elisabeth Charlotta, 

were both honorary members of Sällskapet de nödlidandes vänner (Association 

for Assisting Suffering Friends), created in 1816. After her return to Stockholm 

in 1823, Queen Desideria gave annual contributions to the association.10 It 

9 See Charlotte Tornbjer, Den nationella modern. Moderskap i konstruktioner av svensk nationell 

gemenskap under 1900-talets första hälft (Lund 2002), p. 12; Karin Tegenborg Falkdalen, Kun

gen är en kvinna. Retorik och praktik kring kvinnliga monarker under tidigmodern tid (Umeå 

2003); Malin Grundberg, Ceremoniernas makt. Maktöverföring och genus i Vasatidens kungliga 

ceremonier (Lund 2005). 
10 In December 1845, the queen dowager donated 50 barrels of potatoes to the association in 

connection with the name day of her son, Oskar (by then King Oskar 1). The gift was to be 

distributed among the needy in the capital. Sweden was at the time hit by potato blight. See 

Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, December 2 1845. This is just one of numerous examples. 
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focused on supporting widows and orphans. Both men and women were rep-

resented on the boards of the association, although women did not have the 

right to vote. A sizeable number of the members were well-to-do bourgeoisie, 

while a smaller number were artisans or women married to artisans.11 

Womens Associations 
The king and Government encouraged so-called womens associations that 

had a social focus. These associations were an early expression of western 

womens emancipatorial ambitions and will to play a greater role in society. 

In 1812, the government issued a special statute for the city of Stockholm 

that urged women to aid and support girls without means. The womens 

associations became an important complement to public poverty relief and 

private charities.12 In 1839 Queen Desideria founded Fruntimmerssällskapet för 

arbetsflitens befrämjande inom de behövande klasserna (The Womens Associa

tion for the Promotion of Work and Industry within the Needy Classes), and 

approved the statutes on 14 June 1845.13 The first article stated that the queen 

dowager was the first honorary member, patron and chair of the board. The 

other board members, six women and two men (the secretary and an ac-

countant) were appointed by the queen. Several of the female board members 

belonged to the bourgeoisie elite.14The association was open for "the capitals 

more fortunate inhabitants".15 The associations so-called annual assembly 

was held in the queens quarters in the Royal Palace in Stockholm. 

Queen Josefina was also a promoter of several womens civic society asso

ciations, for example Fruntimmersföreningen för arbetsamhetens uppmuntran 

(The Womens Association for the Promotion of Industriousness, not to be 

mistaken for the recently mentioned association) founded in 1833. It was or-

ganized and had a social structure akin to that of The Womens Association 

for the Promotion of Work and Industry, and was chaired by the queen.16 

11 Jansson (1985), pp. 137-143. 
12 See e.g. Jansson (1985), pp. 41, 58. 
13 Pål Roland Ferlin, Stockholms stad i juridiskt, administrativt, statistiskt hänseende 1 (Stock

holm 1858) pp. 461-464; Berg (1873), pp. 68 f. 
14 See e.g. Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, June 18 1845. 
15 Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, June 4 1847. 
16 See Ferlin (1858) 1, p. 460. 
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Motherhood played a key role in Josefinas public image, and Fruntim

mersällskapet till uppmuntran av öm och sedlig modersvård (The Womens As

sociation for the Promotion of Tender and Ethical Maternity Care) that she 

founded in 1826 was likely the association dearest to her. The statutes stated 

that the crown princess, låter queen, herself named the 50 members of the 

association from "inhabitants in the capitals distinguished districts". The as

sociations board comprised 12 women, and (as usual) a male secretary and ac-

countant, also named by the queen.17 According to items in the governments 

official gazette, Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, the board meetings were held in 

Josefinas apartments at the Royal Palace in Stockholm. On Christmas Day 

1844, the queen donated, via the association, clothes to 46 poor children who 

were invited to the palace (the clothes were made by The Womens Associa

tion for the Promotion of Work and Industry). When the children came to 

receive their gifts they met the royal couple, who chatted briefly with them.18 

Josefina also supported several provincial womens civic society associations 

who promoted better child welfare. This is not the venue to list all the wom

ens civic society associations under Josefinas patronage; the stated examples 

should suffice.19 

The Swedish Temperance Association 
Both Charles xiv and Oskar 1 showed great interest in the early temperance 

movement, which was introduced in Sweden during the 1820S, partly based 

on the British model.20 Charles xiv disliked "the Swedish boozing" which 

he considered to be barbaric and, even worse, to have a negative impact on 

morals and diligence. 

When American temperance proponent Robert Baird visited Sweden in 

1836, he was granted an audience with the king, who wanted information 

about the American and English temperance movements. Charles xiv also 

personally paid for a translation of Bairds pamphlet on the origins and de-

17 Ferlin (1858) 1, pp. 464 f.; Berg (1873), p. 75. 
18 Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, December 20 1844. 
19 See also Gunnel Becker, Henrik Amberg & S:t Elisabethsyster Ludwika, "Välgörenhet och 

stiftelser", in Gunnel Becker & Kjell Bliickert (eds.), Drottning Josefina av Sverige och Norge 

(Stockholm 2007), pp. 135-146. 
20 Hodacs (2003), pp. 146-148. 
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velopment of the North American temperance movement, which was distrib-

uted to parish libraries around Sweden.21 

Oskars involvement in the semi-temperance movement (here, the com-

mitment to abstain from alcohol only concerned hard liquor) was character-

ized by a strong personal interest. He allowed himself to be named "first 

member" of Svenska nykterhetssällskapet (The Swedish Temperance Society), 

created in 1837 as an umbrella organization for local and regional temperance 

societies. The crown prince and crown princess regularly attended the boards 

meetings, as well as the formål annual meeting. At the royal couples recep

tions, some guests noted, with some disappointment, that the traditional 

table with bottles of aquavit was missing.22 

The temperance advocate and priest, Paul Gabriel Ahnfelt, a standing 

member and from 1839 also an honorary member of The Swedish Temper

ance Society, has provided a lively account of a meeting with Crown Prince 

Oskar that took place in Stockholm in 1838. Ahnfelt wrote that the crown 

prince received him: 

most graciously and immediately began to discuss the temperance issue, affirming that 

it was very dear to him. Now he wanted to know, how and in what manner we in Skåne 

[the southern-most province of Sweden] had conducted matters upon achieving speedy 

progress. Encouraging me to continue the movement, he allowed me to convey to my 

congregations that he with satisfaction had observed their readiness to take part in the 

reform. In addition, he queried me about what influence it already had had on the popu-

lace, and if I believed that the peasantry would ever come to regret their abstention.23 

The Swedish Temperance Society can be said to belong to the category of 

semi-official national associations with strong ties to the royals and the cen

tral government. The movement also had strong regional and local roots, 

which the high number of members demonstrates. In the 1840S, when the 

21 Oscar Mannström, Svenska sällskapet för nykterhet och folkuppfostran, det 1837 stiftade Svenska 

nykterhetssällskapet, Minnesskrift den 9 maj 1937 (Stockholm 1937), p. 8. 
22 Erik af Edholm, Svunna dagar. Ur förste hovmarskalken Erik af Edholms dagböcker. Upplevelser 

under Karl XIV fohans och Oscar !:s tid. Tidsbilder från iSoo-talet utgivna av hans son (Stock

holm 1968), p. 49. 
23 Paul Gabriel Ahnfelt, Studentminnen. I urval samt med inledning och kommentar av Per Erik 

Wahlund (Stockholm 1963), p. 126. First edition published in Stockholm 1857. 
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movement was most lively and reached its highest membership, some 100,000 

Swedes belonged to the societys various sub-associations. 

School and education associations 
The Bernadotte dynasty also showed a notable interest in school and edu

cation matters. The main focus centred on Sällskapet för växelundervisnin

gens befrämjande (The Society for the Promotion of Monitorial Education), 

founded in 1822. Charles — and to an even greater extent, Oskar — showed 

great interest in the association and its activities. It acted to modernize the 

Swedish school system, and leading members were strongly influenced by 

modern English and Italian pedagogy. The association aimed at spreading 

these ideas.24 

Queen Desideria was also involved in school issues, including the posi

tion as patron of Sällskapet till inrättande af småbarnsskolor i Sverige (The 

Association for Establishing Schools for Little Children in Sweden), founded 

in 1837. The association received annual financial support from the queen. 

Board members included the Governor of Stockholm {överståthållaren), who, 

as County Police Commissioner, was a key person in the world of associations 

in the Swedish capital. The first board included several leading members of 

the civic society, including several wholesale dealers and five ladies (three of 

noble birth and two commoners).2' 

On 21 June 1847, the Queen Dowager Desideria, Queen Josefina, Princess 

Eugénie and Prince August attended the graduation ceremony of Stockholms 

schools for young children held at the Town Hall. The roughly 400 children 

that were present (many were accompanied by their parents) were treated to 

music and offered sweets, pretzels and gingerbread biscuits. Each child was 

also given a silver coin. The cost was carried by the associations patron, the 

queen dowager. Post- och Inrikes Tidningar published a colourful account of 

the ceremony: 

While the children accepted these gifts, the High Persons took the opportunity to ap-

proach the little ones and bestowed them with goodness, which made a deep impression 

24 See N. G. W. Lagerstedt, Sällskapet för folkundervisningens befrämjande 1822-1922. Min

nesskrift med anledning av sällskapets verksamhet under ett hundra år (Stockholm 1922). 
25 Ferlin (1858) 2, pp. 1630 f., footnote 2. 
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on the parents and others in attendance, who witnessed a moving scene where the high 

and low approached each other. The sincere manner in which the innocent littlc ones ac-

cepced the caresses from the High Persons caused tears to well up in many an eye among 

those present, and whose importance can only be adequately felt in their hearts.2<: 

Bildnings-cirkeln i Stockholm (The Educational Circle of Stockholm) was 

likely the most politically radical of all the associations placed under royal 

patronage during the period 1810-1860. It was formed in the autumn of 1845 

by two journeyman tailors and the so-called "water doctor" Johan Ellmin.27 

The aim was to generate interest for "ideas and good thoughts" among 

"members of the artisan and factory classes", and to link these groups with 

each other, and with "educated persons from other social classes".28 The ac-

tivities soon won great support, and the association could count more than 

900 members. Along the lines of the "Stockholm model" some 30 other edu

cational societies were formed around Sweden over a short period of time.'9 

King Oskar was positive to the aims of The Educational Circle, as he con-

sidered most of them to be "well-disposed and judicious".30 The king encour-

aged their activities and gave financial support to the Stockholm section.31 

Cultural Associations 
Among the cultural associations that received royal patronage were Arkeolo

giska sällskapet (The Archaeological Society) formed in 1820, Konstföreningen 

i Stockholm (The Stockholm Art Society) formed in 1832, and Svenska slöjd

föreningen (The Swedish Handicraft Society) formed in 1845. The two latter 

especially caught the interest of the crown prince couple - king and queen in 

1844 — Oskar and Josefina.32 

The crown prince couples main cultural interest was, however, music. 

They frequently took part — as did Desideria and the princes and princesses 

26 Post och Inrikes Tidningar, June 26 1847. 

27 Berg (1873), pp. 300-302; Carl Landelius, 1840—1850-^2/6'^ bildningscirklar och arbetareförening

ar i Sverige 1-2 (Stockholm 1936); Åhlén (1952), p. 45; Jansson (1985), pp. 186-196. 

28 Berg (1873), P- 301-
29 Landelius (1936); Jansson (1985). 

30 Carl Fredrik Palmstierna, 'Den tunga kronan", in Alma Söderhjelm & Carl-Fredrik Palmsti-

erna (eds.), Oscar / (Stockholm 1944), p. 365. 

31 Berg (1873), p. 301. 

32 See e.g. Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, June 6 1846, December 24 1846, January 4 1847. 
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i j .  Queen  Des ider ia  ivas  born  1777 in Marseilles as the daughter ofthe wealthy silk 
merchant Francois Clary and Marie dAbbadie. In 1798 she married Jean Baptiste 
Bernadotte and låter gave birth to a son, Oskar. In 1818 she became queen of Siveden. 
Desideria died in Stockholm in 1860. The portrait shows her in official court dress car-
rying a pearl bracelet with a miniature portrait of her husband. In her hair, golden ears 
ofwheat are arranged, a traditional fecundity symbol. (Oilpainting by Fredrik Westin 
1830. Nationalmuseum. NM Grh 2281. Photo: Svenska Porträttarkivet, Nationalmuseum, 
Stockholm.) 
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28. Crown Princess Josefina was born 1807 in Milan as the daughter of prince Eugene 
de Beauharnais, Duke of Leuchtenberg, and Princess Augusta ofBavaria. She married 
Crown Prince Oskar (låter Oskar i) of Sweden-Norway in 1823, and became queen 
ofSweden upon his accession to the throne in 1844. They had four sons (two became 
Swedish kings: Oskar // and Charles xv) and one daughter. Josefina died in 1876. She is 
portrayed wearing court dress and an ermine mantle. (Oilpainting by Fredrik Westin 
1836. The Royal Collections, Rosendal. Photo: Svenska Porträttarkivet, Nationalmuseum, 
Stockholm.) 
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of the royal family- in the comprehensive bourgcois rausical life that cvolvcd 
in Stockholm from the 1820S and onwards.33 In addition to actively playing 

music at home and frequent visits to the opera, Oskar och Josefina often at-

tended — even after they were king and queen — public gatherings of Harmo

niska sällskapet (The Harmonic Society), founded in 1820.34 When the royal 

couple, the crown prince and Prince Gustav attended the society's public 

gathering on 17 December 1844, Post- och Inrikes Tidningar reported: "After 

the concert, their Majesties and Highnesses were observed conversing with 

several members of the Society".35 

Norwegian Voluntary Associations 
and Royal Patronage 

The formation of Norwegian associations began somewhat låter than in 

Sweden, and was never quite as extensive (Norways population was also far 

smaller than that of Sweden). Norwegian associations also differed somewhat 

from Swedish associations in how they were organized. They often had a 

stronger local or regional base than their Swedish counterparts. 

The Royal Society for the Welfare of Norway 
Det Kongl. Selskab for Norges Vel (The Royal Society for the Welfare of Nor

way) held a unique position among Norwegian associations. It was founded 

already in 1809 (during the Danish era, that is).36 As the name suggests, the 

association also had a close link to the royal powers after the union came 

into being in 1814. It was related to Kungl. Lantbruksakademien (The Royal 

Swedish Academy of Agriculture) and its associated provincial agricultural 

societies. The academy was established in 1811 on the initiative of Crown 

Prince Charles John. 

33 Leif Jonsson, "Prins Gustaf och musiken i den Bernadotteska familjekretsen", in Gösta Vo-

gel-Rödin (ed.), Bernadotter i politik och kulturliv (Lidköping 1991), p. 161. 
34 Regarding Harmoniska sällskapet, see Berg 1873; Åhlén 1952. 
35 Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, December 18 1844. 
36 See Michael Birkeland, "Selskabet for Norges vel 1809-1829", in Michael Birkeland (ed.), 

Historiske skrifter 1 (Kristiania 1919). 
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Religious, Philanthropical and Cultural Associations 
As already mentioned, the Norwegian associations had a stronger local or 

regional base than their Swedish counterparts. This was the case regarding 

Det Norske missionsselskab (The Norwegian Missionary Society), created in 

1842, and Det Norske afholdenhedsselskab (The Norwegian Temperance Soci

ety), founded two years låter.37 Det Norske Bibelselskab (The Norwegian Bible 

Society), established in 1816 based on the Swedish pattern, had a more official 

status and direct links to the royal family. 

In Norway there were few central, hierarchical philanthropical associa

tions. The royal powers therefore chose to support schools, sanctuaries and 

reformatory institutions that worked in a philanthropical spirit. Some of 

these received regular financial contributions from the royal house and were 

offered royal patronage, for instance Queen Josefinas school for needlework 

and Eugeniastiftelsen (The Eugenia foundation), a reformatory institute for 

poor girls.38 

Several cultural societies established during the 1830S and 1840S were of

fered royal patronage. In 1845, Selskabet for norske fornlemningers bevarande 

(The Society for the Preservation of Ancient Norwegian Remains) was 

formed, and soon numbered some 500 members. King Oskar supported the 

association financially, and queens Desideria and Josefina signed up as mem

bers.39 

Konstföreningen i Christiania (The Art Society in Christiania) was es

tablished in 1836, four years after its Swedish counterpart. The association 

devoted itself to establishing a Norwegian national art gallery. This was re-

alized in 1842. Members of the royal house used to visit the Art Society's 

exhibitions of Norwegian artists when they visited the Norwegian capital. In 

August 1847, Queen Josefina purchased a painting by a certain Mordh, and 

Queen Dowager Desideria bought a copy of Adolf Tidemands "Vandring 

till Ssetern" ("Walk to Sastern") and a Norwegian landscape, "Udsigt i Tele

marken" (" View in Telemark") by Magnus Thulstrup Bagge.40 These three as

sociations were all products of the nationalist movement that swept through 

37 Try 1985, pp. 15, 25, 51-61. 
38 See e.g. Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, March 28, 29, September 29 1845; September 2 1847. 
39 See e.g., Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, August 30 1847. 
40 Post- och forikes Tidningar, September 2 1847. 
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Europé during the first half of the nineteenth century, and which also struck 

roots in the united kingdoms.41 

A patriotically coloured concept of history evolved in Norway, the so-

called "Norwegian school of history".42 Its main proponent was historian Ja

kob Rudolph Keyser, who was also head of the Society for the Preservation of 

Ancient Norwegian Remains, as well as lecturer in Norwegian history when 

Charles (xv) and his brothers were enrolled at Christiania University during 

the 1840S.43 The relationship between the royal powers and patriotic associa

tions is of special interest, since it is an example of how the monarchy, during 

the reign of Oskar 1, opted to appear as a symbol of nationalist sentiments in 

Norway rather than distancing itself from them. 

The Thrane Movement 
The Norwegian workmens associations44 — which formed the basis of the 

so-called "Thrane Movement" that evolved in Norway during 1848 and flour-

ished in the following years — was, however, regarded with scepticism by the 

royal powers. King Oskar announced that he accepted workers' associations 

as long as "they remained within the limits of the law". In 1850 there were no 

less than 273 workers' associations that mustered some 20,000 members.45 

Oskar followed the developments with "discomfort", as one of his biogra-

phers put it.4é Representatives of the workers' associations requested an audi-

ence with the king, which was granted. They presented a petition, suggesting 

political and social reforms. The king announced that he "aimed to make 

the decisions he found suitable for the common well-being himself" and 

expressed concern over the "misleading influence" that could woo workers 

away from the path of order and consensus.47 

41 H. Arnold Barton, Sweden and Visions of Norway. Politics and Culture 1814-1905 (Carbondale 

2003). 
42 See e.g. Francis Sejersted, Den vanskligefrihet, Norge 1814-1850 (Oslo 2001). 
43 Post- och Inrikes Tidningar, December 27 1845. 

45 Palmstierna (1944), p. 362. 
46 Palmstierna (1944), pp. 362 f. 
47 Palmstierna (1944), p. 363. 
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. .where the high and low approached each other" 

The quotation above is taken from a specific meeting between royals and 

children from lower social classes that took place in connection with a vol-

untary association. But it also illustrates the exchange between the Swed-

ish-Norwegian royal power and the middle class, the core of the new civic 

society. The encounter took place, to a large extent, within the voluntary 

association framework. 

The constitutional regimes founded in 1809 and 1814 created conditions 

for the emergence of comprehensive and relatively free voluntary associations 

based on the civic society. These prerequisites were lacking in absolute mon-

archies like Russia and Denmark (in Denmark this changed when the abso

lute monarchy was abolished 1849), and any possible attempts by the subjects 

to organize themselves were viewed with suspicion or outright aversion. 

To sum up, it can be concluded that associations played an important role 

in the royal powers dialogue with the emerging civic society, especially in 

Sweden during the years 1810 to 1860. In Norway, the royal power gave legiti-

macy to several cultural associations that played an important role in build-

ing the Norwegian nation. There is no doubt that the royal powers quite 

substantial involvement in the world of associations played an important role 

in shoring up the position of the royal family and the Bernadotte dynasty 

in the changing times that followed the end of the days of royal autocracy 

— especially in Sweden, but also in Norway. 
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29- Following ancient Roman precedence where triumphal gates were erected to honor 
military beroes, a temporary honorary gate was constructed to greet the arrival of Crown 
Princess Josefina in 1823. Instead of displaying a martial theme, it was garlanded with 
flowers. (Water colour by Carl Christoffer Gjörwell. Stockholms Stadsarkiv, Gamla 
samlingen 187. Photo: Stockholms Stadsarkiv.) 
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