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Utilising multiplicity of religions as a 

basis of civil societal development

Sanaya Singh

India is land of diversity. With more than 1.15 billion people in 28 states, 
speaking 14 official languages, following 8 religions, believing in more 
than 33 hundred lakh Gods, and divided into thousands of castes, it may 
be difficult to understand how it can remain one nation. But unity in 
diversity has its anti-thesis; poverty, gender discrimination, child labour, 
corruption, unequal distribution of natural resources, discrimination 
based on caste and so on are not unknown to India.

 The Indian democracy does display idealism, egalitarianism and 
justice. But with all social indicators pointing towards lack of implemen-
tation of such ideals, it is important to find systems of successful contex-
tual governance.   

Today, in the era of globalisation and exploitation, nations like India 
need to realise – before they are sold out by super powers hunting their 
resources – that it is necessary to let people make use of their power to 
resist in order to protect their own livelihoods. The goal of empowering 
people towards a democratic state may possibly be achieved by civil 
society formation.

India’s religious-political scenario

Democracy is present in varied forms and in varied contexts. It has 
changed, as India has changed with changing rulers. Religion, however, 
has all the time become more entrenched into the minds of people. 
Religious dominance seems to have extraordinary powers that may lead 
communities to make their presence and dominance felt among others 
to any extent. The destruction of Babri Masjid in December 1992, serial 
bomb blasts, communal riots of 1993 in Mumbai, the Godhra massacre 
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in 2001, a shoot out in Mumbai on November 26, 2009, are but a few 
examples of this. 

The nation’s political scenario is largely dominated by religious polit-
ical parties. By promising well-being to ‘its own people’, a certain party 
will gain the support by its followers.  When in power, the party will later 
suppress other religions in the region and may eventually emerge as sole 
power holder for the nation. This then ignites the wrath of followers of 
other ideologies, who will form organisations to protect their interests.

 Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a voluntary organisation formed 
by Hindus in 1925, is one such example. It is politically involved and 
today accused of causing communal violence following destruction of 
Muslim religious shrines. In response, Muslims, followers of the other 
major religion in India, started to create their own political platforms, 
such as the Students Islamic Organization of India. These organisations 
clash violently and engage sometimes in terrorism, abusing ordinary 
citizens whose sole means of control is to place their single vote, which 
will decide the nation’s future. 

Religious youth for civil society development 

In India, a society where citizens may be exploited by religious domin-
ance, and suppressed by fear or by the system as a whole, citizens must 
be given the power to form a civil society, and to voice their opinions 
in a strong and powerful way. India has already been partitioned once 
on the basis of religious differences. If civil society is based on religious 
discourses, this may again lead to religious dominance and misuse of 
power, strengthening the power of religious political parties yet more. 

India’s youth today are, broadly speaking, capable of understand-
ing religion in another perspective, in its bare and basic form, which is 
protection of humanity and human rights against violations in any form. 
A young civil society could be a success in attaining the true essence of 
democracy, provided they use their spirit and energy to further equality, 
justice and development, independent of distinctions based on religion.
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