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Vorwort

Der vorliegende fünfte Band der Reihe „Neue Studien zur 
Sachsenforschung“ umfasst 26 Beiträge des 64. Internationa-
len Sachsensymposions, das vom 7.–11. September 2013 in 
Paderborn stattfand. Er setzt die gemeinsam vom Niedersäch-
sischen Landesmuseum Hannover und dem Internationalen 
Sachsensymposion herausgegebene Reihe „Neue Studien zur 
Sachsenforschung“ fort.

Das Thema des Symposions, „Dying Gods – Religious 
beliefs in northern and eastern Europe in the time of Chri-
sianisation“, behandelte räumlich spezifische wie auch chro-
nologisch divergierende Phänomene des Übergangs von den 
gentilen Religionen zum Christentum in Nord- und Osteuropa. 

Die Beiträge gingen der Frage nach, welche Aussagen zu 
den vorchristlichen Religionen getroffen werden können, zumal 
viele Quellenzeugnisse – zumindest diejenigen schriftlicher Art 
– die Ereignisse aus christlicher Sicht und oft auch aus großem 
zeitlichen Abstand in den Blick nehmen. In- bzw. Akkulturation 
stand im Mittelpunkt der Betrachtung, besaßen doch viele der 
gentilen Verbände zu Beginn ihrer Missionierungsgeschichte 
bereits Kontakt zur antiken, auch christlich geprägten Kultur, 
was wiederum nicht ohne Einfluss auf die paganen Glaubens-
vorstellungen blieb. Einen guten Ansatz zur Klärung dieser Fra-
gen bieten die archäologischen Quellen zu den weitreichenden 
Kontakten und Verbindungen der Eliten und paganen Verbände.

Die Vorträge des Symposions widmeten sich auch der Fra-
ge, in welchem Umfang sich für die paganen Religionen – de-
nen sowohl jegliche festgefügte Doktrin fremd als auch eine 
starke regionale Variationsbreite zu eigen war – übergreifende 
festgeschriebene Glaubensvorstellungen konstatieren lassen. 
Einen weiteren Schwerpunkt der Betrachtung bildete die Fra-
ge, inwieweit das sich ausdehnende Christentum nicht nur auf 
die Bildwelt der paganen Religionen, sondern möglicherweise 
auch auf die ihnen innewohnenden religiösen Überzeugun-
gen Einfluss nahm. Wurden durch den zunehmenden Kontakt 
von paganer auf der einen und mediterran westlicher bzw. 
östlicher Sphäre auf der anderen Seite nicht nur Bilder, son-
dern auch Ideen transferiert und transponiert? Sind die in 
der älteren Forschung konstatierten deutlichen Unterschiede 
zwischen paganer und christlicher Welt eher der einseitigen 
Betrachtung der Schriftquellen geschuldet und zeigt sich in 
der materiellen Überlieferung möglicherweise ein anderes 
Bild, nämlich dasjenige einer größeren Annäherung bzw. Be-
einflussung religiöser Vorstellungen auf beiden Seiten?

Die Exkursion führte die Teilnehmer des Sachsensympo-
sions zu archäologisch und historisch bedeutsamen Zen-

tralorten Ostwestfalens und Nordhessens. Zu nennen ist hier 
das Kloster Helmarshausen, das durch seine mittelalterliche 
Handschriftenproduktion tief in das neu christianisierte Skan-
dinavien ausstrahlte, oder das karolingische Reichskloster Cor-
vey, Ort der Antikenrezeption und im Hohen Mittelalter einer 
der Ausgangspunkte der Missionierung Skandinaviens. Letzter 
Programmpunkt der Exkursion waren die im Lipperland gelege-
nen Externsteine, bedeutsam durch die vor Ort erhaltene Nach-
bildung des Heiligen Grabes zu Jerusalem, zu welchem auch 
ein überlebensgroßes Relief der Kreuzabnahme Christi gehört, 
und berüchtigt durch die Deutung als germanisches Heiligtum 
durch Nationalsozialisten und völkische Gruppierungen.

Den Druck des Konferenzbandes haben die Altertumskom-
mission für Westfalen und die Ausstellungsgesellschaft Pa-
derborn finanziell getragen. Unser Dank gilt Beverly Hirschel 
für die redaktionelle Betreuung der englischen Beiträge sowie 
Deborah Zarnke M.A., die sowohl die Tagung organisatorisch 
begleitete als auch für Redaktion und Satz des vorliegenden 
Bandes verantwortlich war.

Wir möchten diesen Band dem Angedenken an Torsten 
Capelle widmen, der im Juli 2014 verstorben ist. Nicht nur 
den beiden Herausgeberinnen, seinen Schülerinnen Christi-
ane Ruhmann und Vera Brieske, sondern auch den Kolle-
ginnen und Kollegen und der Institution des Sachsensym-
posions war er stete Stütze und Inspiration. In Dankbarkeit 
erinnern wir uns an ihn und veröffentlichen in diesem Band 
die letzte seiner großartigen Sachsensymposions-Zusam-
menfassungen sowie die Liste seiner wissenschaftichen Pu-
blikationen zum Interessengebiet der Arbeitsgemeinschaft, 
dem 1. Jahrtausend n. Chr. in Nord- und Mitteleuropa.

Christiane Ruhmann
Diözesanmuseum Paderborn

Vera Brieske
Altertumskommission für Westfalen

Babette Ludowici
Niedersächsisches Landesmuseum Hannover, Arbeitsbereich „Sachsenforschung“

Claus von Carnap-Bornheim
Stiftung Schleswig-Holsteinische Landesmuseen, 
Vorsitzender des Internationalen Sachsensymposions
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A Lost World? A re-evaluation of the boat grave at Årby in Turinge parish, Södermanland, 
Sweden

Michael Neiß

During the 1972 rescue excavation prior to a motorway con-
struction project in the Swedish region of Södermanland, a 
previously unknown Viking Age burial ground was found near 
the farmstead of Årby in Turinge parish. The find included 
some early Christian graves as well as a boat grave that re-
sembled a pre-Christian burial of a wealthy lady of the late 
Birka period. However, over the following 40 years, archaeol-
ogy has developed new concepts and methods that seem to 
challenge this idea. Thus, a recent object ‘autopsy’ revealed 
that the boat grave dates from a much later period than previ-
ously assumed. This raises some interesting questions regard-
ing the ecclesiastical organization in the 11th century. Why, 
all of a sudden, revive ancient burial rites? Was it an attempt 
by the people of Turinge to reconnect with ‘a lost world’? 
(teScH, this volume.) In this paper, I intend to explain some of 
the details that contributed to the re-evaluation of the Turinge 
boat grave.

Whenever the Viking Age in Sweden is discussed, Birka 
comes to mind. Despite being located on an island in Lake 
Mälaren, Birka was anything but isolated. Birka was, rather, 
an integral part of a complex network that covered both near-
by districts and distant shores. Hence, Birka often serves as 
a key to our understanding of the Viking Age in the Mälaren 
Region. But the opposite can also be said. Sometimes archae-
ologists need to reverse their perspective in order to see the 
situation more clearly. In retrospect, one could compare the 
Birka research dynamics to an extended dialogue between 
different research generations, starting with the first scien-
tific excavation on the island of Björkö, some 140 years ago. 
This has constantly generated new research issues, which, in 
turn, have advanced the theoretical and methodological pro-
gress of Viking Age archaeology in general. The first phase 
of Birka’s research history was marked by Hjalmar Stolpe’s 
excavations on Björkö during the 1870s. In fact, the artefacts 
collected during Stolpe’s digs in the ‘dark earth’ and at the 
Birka burial sites still constitute the backbone of the Viking 
Age collections in the Swedish Museum of National Antiqui-
ties. As for the first half of the 20th century, we must praise 
the archaeologist Holger Arbman (1943). In addition to his 
own excavations, Arbman and his collaborators endeavoured 
to organise the huge amount of fieldwork documentation left 
by Stolpe, and also published Stolpe’s grave finds. During the 
second half of the 20th century, the task was passed on to 
Greta Arwidsson, and a new chapter of the scientific process 

began. In the following years, many renowned scholars con-
ducted basic research on different artefact groups (ambrOSiani 
2013). The results were published in the Birka II series (arWidS-
SOn 1984–1989) and in a number of individual dissertations 
(e.g. JanSSOn 1985; duczkO 1985). The vast scope of the Birka 
material has meant decades of scientific research into basic 
issues such as the chronology, chorology and social context. 
During the same period, a fundamental paradigm shift oc-
curred in Swedish archaeology. As a result, a new generation 
of scholars began to focus on the theoretical superstructure of 
the discipline, as well as on their personal role within the sci-
entific process (cf. bernbeck 1997). But as research resources 
are finite, the postprocessual turn also resulted in a decline 
in artefact research (cf. näSman 2008). Since then, a number 
of dissertations in Germany (e.g. maixner 2005) attest that 
the Birka material remained a subject of international debate.

On theory and method

Material culture is the cardinal source of archaeology. As 
such, it needs to be recognised as a natural starting point for 
theorizing research. A continuous re-evaluation of old finds, 
based on current methodological and theoretical concepts, 
is therefore essential. Otherwise, there is always the risk that 
individual archaeologists might try to extract new knowledge 
from somewhat out-dated research literature. The grievances 
that arise from such research may in turn discredit material 
studies as a whole: in the end, researchers might handle ma-
terial culture as illustrations for various theoretical arguments, 
rather than as a source material in its own right. As a result, 
recent discourse in Scandinavia has been characterised by in-
tensifying pleading for the promotion of material studies (cf. 
näSman 2008). It goes without saying that every object type 
has certain characteristics that must be taken into account. 
Hence the need for practice-oriented theories and methods, 
which provide opportunities to give objects a voice of their 
own. Material culture carries a genuine story that needs to 
be recorded. After restoring material eloquence, archaeolo-
gists may be able to weigh the individual testimonies against 
general theoretical arguments in order to gain new insights.

The Viking Age was a dynamic era during which many old 
constants became obsolete. It is a fair assumption that this 
development left marks on the material culture. Our challenge 
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is to detect and interpret these marks. A suitable tool for this 
purpose is an archaeological ‘autopsy’, i.e. an in-depth in-
vestigation (vOn ricHtHOfen 2000). In every-day language, the 
term autopsy is primarily associated with corpses. But, if we 
accept the modern view of objects as agents, the term au-
topsy seems more than appropriate: like human bodies, ob-
jects accumulate marks over the course of their lifetime. These 
marks reveal essential information about how the object was 
made and how it was used, on accidents and recovery, as well 
as on its aging and deposition processes. Implementing ob-
ject-autopsies provides archaeologists with a genuine chance 
to reconstruct the biographies of specific objects (cf. immOnen 
2002; JOY 2009; lund 2009).

The Turinge boat grave

The Årby burial site is located in Turinge parish, in Söderman-
land, i.e. about 30 km to the south-southwest of Birka. During 
the 1972 rescue excavation, a total of 69 graves were inves-
tigated, mostly inhumations. In addition, field archaeologists 
were able to observe about 20 dark colourations in the soil: as 
preservation conditions for bone material at Årby are gener-
ally poor, these were interpreted as former child burials. The 
relatively high proportion of inhumation graves and children’s 
burials suggested that the burial ground was still in use dur-
ing the age of religious transition. The boat grave was located 
on the periphery: the grave contained the remains of a per-
son with female jewellery (see below; cf. teScH in this volume, 
Fig. 2). A little tooth enamel was all that remained of the 
skeleton. Torstein Sjøvold kindly examined the tooth enamel 
and determined that the deceased had been 25–40 years old 
(Stockholm, 2007). During the rescue excavation in 1972, the 
central part of the boat grave was taken to the laboratory en 
bloc and later investigated by leading conservation experts at 
the National Heritage Board of Sweden (Fig. 1). This led to an 
exemplary documentation (even by today’s standards) as well 
as the implementation of − then − modern methods, such as 
water sieving. As a result, the Turinge boat provided excellent 
conditions for detailed archaeological studies, at least at an 
initial stage.

As part of my analysis, almost 40 years later, I have striven 
to incorporate the above-mentioned insights regarding ma-
terial eloquence. During the research process, considerable 
resources were dedicated to establishing the Viking Age biog-
raphies of the artefacts concerned. Source-critical considera-
tions made it necessary to compare the present condition of 
the jewellery with the excavation and conservation records 
(i.e. klOckHOff 1972a; 1972b; Werner 1973a; 1973b). This was 
done in the hope of acquiring further testimonies from the 
material that could be placed in a larger context.

In order to learn more about the social status of the deceased 
in the boat grave, I also compared the inventory of the Turinge 
grave with the inventories of 115 published Viking Age graves 

in a search for potential parallels. To be eligible for inclusion in 
the study, a grave had to contain at least one comparable item 
of metal jewellery. In this limited study, I chose to distinguish 
between three levels of comparability: the grave inventory had 
to contain identical metal jewellery, similar metal jewellery, or a 
similar combination of artefact types (cf. Appendix).

Notes on an autopsy 

The boat grave contained two oval brooches, two circular 
brooches (one large and one small), five pendants and 36 
glass beads (Figs. 2, 6). Parts of the copper alloys were se-
verely corroded. As mentioned above, the soil conditions at 
Årby were far from ideal in terms of preservation.

The pair of oval brooches is a secondary combination, 
consisting of two different variants of Petersen’s type 51C 
(1928), i.e. Jansson’s variants P 51C:2 and P 51C:3 (1985). 
A wear analysis revealed that the brooches had seen intense 
use before reaching their final destination (cf. Fig. 3a–b). 
Oval brooch P 51C:2 was already in a fragmented state when 
excavated. The brooch’s upper shell had been documented 
photographically but only fragments remain today. It seems 
that some parts were far too corroded to be saved by con-
servation. Nevertheless, the brooch’s lower shell and a frag-
ment of the upper shell still show traces of a single iron rivet: 
in other words, the oval brooch had been repaired at some 
point before burial. The same is true of oval brooch P 51C:3 
(Figs. 3a, 4). Here, a secondary pin holder had been attached 
by soldering (Fig. 4). The deterioration of the metal at the 
edge of the lower shell is probably the result of corrosion 
(Fig. 3a).

Figure 1. The centre of the burial was removed en bloc from the Turinge boat 
grave during excavation 1972 (SHM 34902, A 57) (Photo: RAÄ Conserva-
tion Laboratory; Illustrations: HemmendOrff 1972; collage by the author).
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just as corroded. The corrosion has primarily attacked the ar-
eas without gilding, i.e. along the edges and on the reverse 
(Werner 1973).

The small circular brooch (Fig. 2) was apparently used to 
pin an undergarment, perhaps some kind of chemise, as it 
is Jansson’s chemise-brooch subtype IV A1 (1984a). Because 
it was heavily corroded, the conservator had to stabilise the 
reverse with acrylic lacquer (cf. Werner 1973). Consequently, it 
is no longer possible to assess the degree of wear.

The same is true of the five pendants (klOckHOff 1972b). 
Two of these are Callmer’s type A1 (his variants Alvesta and 
Söderby; callmer 1989, Fig. 2). The other three pendants are 
Callmer’s type A3 (his variants Fiskeby, Kipplingeberg and 
Tuna; callmer 1989, Figs. 2, 7). Both A1-pendants qualify 
as textbook examples of their respective variants. However, 
this can hardly be said of the three A3-pendants: firstly, the 
decoration is coarse chip-carving; secondly, all three pendants 
deviate from the standard variants of their suspension device, 
which consists of a broad flap bent into a loop. Normally, the 
loop would have been made by piercing two interconnected 
ledges post casting. These unusual features suggest that all 
three pendants came from the same group of workshops 
(callmer 2008).

Johan Callmer kindly determined the original types of the 
36 glass beads (Fig. 7). In his expert opinion, the Turinge 
boat-grave beads were types A131 (9 beads), A136 (1 bead 
fragment), E030 (5 beads consisting of one segment each), 
E060 (2 beads consisting of one segment each), E100 (7 
beads, one consisting of two segments, the rest with only 
one segment), E 140 (7 beads consisting of one segment with 
gold foil), F031 (5 beads; callmer 2008; also callmer 1977, 
79 f., 88 f.). It should be emphasised that at least two of the 
A131 beads display signs of secondary heat damage.

It would seem that large circular brooches were used to 
pin shawls or cloaks. This cloak-brooch is JanSSOn’s cloak-
brooch subtype II A1 (1984b). It appears to be less worn 
than the oval brooches from the same find (Fig. 2b) but is 

Figure 2. Gilded copper-alloy jewellery (re-arranged). From left to right and 
top to bottom: Oval brooch (P 51C:3). Chemise brooch (IV A1). Oval brooch 
(P 51C:2). Cloak brooch (II A1 variant Birka). Pendants (A1 variant Alvesta, 
A3-pendant variant Kipplingeberg, A3-pendant variant Fiskeby, A3-pen-
dant variant Tuna and A3-pendant variant Söderby). The Turinge boat grave 
(SHM 34902, A 57) (Photo: RAÄ Conservation Laboratory).

Figure 3. Wear analysis: Blue = intact surface. Green = corrosion. Orange = 
faded relief. Pink = remains of white metal. Red = recent fissures and losses. 
Yellow = faded gilding. a. Oval brooch (P 51C:3), b. Chemise brooch (IV A1). 
The Turinge boat grave (SHM 34902, A 57) (Illustration and photo: M. Neiß).

Figure 4. Traces of repair on an oval brooch (P 51C:2). A secondary pin 
holder attached by soldering. The Turinge boat grave (SHM 34902, A 57) 
(Photo: M. Neiß).
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On dating and social context

The first impression of the jewellery in the Turinge boat grave 
was that it seemed to be what would be expected of a well-
to-do woman in the late Birka Period (cf. JanSSOn, 1985, 125, 
131). For example, her oval brooches were an exclusive vari-
ant of P 51 (ibid. 133, 155). As part of my review, the inven-
tory of the boat grave was compared with the inventories 
of 115 Viking Age burials. Three distinct groups of parallels 
were thus detected in the Mälaren Region, including some 
Birka chamber graves (e.g. Bj 703c, 791, 834, 946, 967, 973, 
cf. Appendix). The similarities between the chamber graves 
and the Turinge boat grave do not come as a total surprise, 
however. It is quite common knowledge that boat graves and 
chamber graves are comparable phenomena (JanSSOn, 1985, 
155; ringSted 1997, 25). If the people behind the boat grave 
were part of a regional network that shared similar values, it 
could be fairly assumed that they intended to demonstrate 
that the Turinge lady belonged to the same social group as 
the deceased in the Birka chamber graves.

For a chronological evaluation of the jewellery, the follow-
ing questions needed to be answered: what damage was done 
to the objects before the burial; what damage occurred under 
ground; and what damage has occurred since the excavation? 
Another problem was the general lack of artefact studies that 
could answer the detailed questions raised by the Turinge 
grave. It goes without saying that a short article cannot bridge 
a research gap that spans several decades. In the following, 
therefore, I shall experiment with some working hypotheses 
that pave the way for different interpretation scenarios. 

First of all, both oval brooches (Fig. 2) Jan peterSen’s type 
51C (1928). Although there was a production peak in the first 
half of the 10th century, this type of brooch was manufac-
tured throughout the later Birka period (i.e. the second half 
of the 9th century to about 975; JanSSOn 1985, 182 f.; 1991, 
270). On the Turinge brooches, traces of advanced wear (Fig. 
3a) are paired with traces of professional repair (see above; 
Fig. 4). These findings seem to prove that the Turinge brooch-
es had been in use for a considerable period. Moreover, the 
pair is somewhat mismatched (see above). On the other hand, 
such secondary combinations are not entirely uncommon in 
the Viking Age material. At Birka, they are found among 20% 
of all oval brooches – predominantly Petersen’s type 51C 
(JanSSOn 1985, 125). The fashions that required the use of 
oval brooches declined during the 980s and ended around 
the year 1000, albeit somewhat later on the periphery of the 
Viking World (JanSSOn 1991, 185).

Unlike the oval brooches, the cloak brooch has some dis-
tinct features that may allow more precise dating. To begin 
with, it falls under Jansson’s cloak-brooch subtype II A1, but 
recent research has shown that this subtype can be divided 
into two distinct variants that differ both in size and in orna-
mental and technical aspects: an older variant, Birka (Fig. 5a); 
and a younger variant, Ottenby (Fig. 5b). In terms of its orna-

mentation, size and riveting, the Turinge cloak brooch match-
es the Birka variant, thus suggesting an early position in the 
typological series of II A1 brooches (tentatively before 950; 
neiSS manuscript; cf. JanSSOn 1984b, 79 f., 82 f). Furthermore, 
the cloak brooch appears less worn than the oval brooches, 
which could indicate a later production date (cf. Fig. 3a–b). 
On the other hand, there may be alternative explanations for 
the absence of traces of wear: it could be the result of better 
gilding, or the result of less use (or a combination of both). 
As cloak brooches served for pinning shawls or cloaks (see 
above), it is conceivable that the Turinge brooch was only in 
use during the cold season or on festive occasions.

Chemise brooches of Jansson’s subtype IV A often occur 
together with oval brooches of potentially late types such as 
Petersen’s types 52 and 55 (cf. JanSSOn 1984a, 72, Tabelle 8:1; 
cf. 1985, 131, 133; cf. 1991, 268). At first sight, the Turinge 
bead combination does not seem atypical of Callmer’s bead 
period, BP VIII (callmer 2008; cf. 1977, 77, 170). The E140-
beads are made of gold foil and most of the segmented beads 
have only one segment. A possible catch in this dating scenar-
io could be the large proportion of A131 beads, whose pro-
duction peaked in the previous bead period, BP VIII (callmer 
2008; cf. 1977, 77, 170). And yet, two of the beads display 
the kind of heat damage that is usually associated with cre-
mation graves. Furthermore, the A136 bead was cut down 
to half its original size. In other words, we have strong indi-
cations that these three beads were second-hand jewellery. 

Figure 5. Diagnostic differences between two recently established vari-
ants of Jansson’s cloak brooch subtype II A1, a. Variant Birka. Rope-cord 
pattern with Z-segments. The upper shell has been attached to the lower 
shell with four rivets. Hence, the upper shell orientation varies between 
the different brooches (Catalogue 1), b. Variant Ottenby. Rope-cord pattern 
with S-segments. On the reverse of the upper shell are two pre-made pins 
for riveting. The upper shell orientation is thus standardized (Catalogue 2) 
(Illustration: M. Neiß).

a b
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As far as the segmented beads are concerned, it would be 
interesting to know whether these, too, were second hand. As 
there are no traces of heat damage, other traces of wear that 
might betray age have to be sought. However, the segmented 
beads were made of durable imported glass that seems able 
to withstand the grinding that usually occurs between beads 
in a row. Consequently, no conclusive answer can be given as 
to their age. On the other hand, given the indications of a sec-
ondary bead combination at Turinge, there seemed little point 
in exploring bead proportions for dating purposes anyway!

As mentioned above, the jewellery includes two major 
types of pendants, namely, type A1 and type A3. At Birka, 
these pendants were worn from the mid-10th century on. 
Elsewhere in Scandinavia, the use of these standard types 
ended towards the end of the 10th century (Callmer 1989, 28 
f.). As indicated above, the A1-pendants at Turinge qualify as 
textbook examples of their respective types, which would sug-
gest the year 1000 as an approximate terminus ante quem for 
the Turinge boat grave. The A3-pendants, on the other hand, 
represent a peculiar subtype that cannot be easily fitted into 
any existing typology. For want of known artefact studies, I 
have chosen to compare the Turinge pendants with three text-
book examples of the A3-pendant variants Tuna, Kipplinge-
berg and Fiskeby (Fig. 7), in the hope of finding new clues to 
more precise dates. My analysis of the Turinge pendants was 
based on three premises:

 • 1) The easiest way of copying a pendant is the passive-
copying process, whereby an original pendant is pressed 
into a piece of soft mould loam. This mould can then be 
used to cast either a metal copy of the original pendant or a 
wax copy that could be more easily retouched (cf. Oldeberg 
1966, 83).

 • 2) This imprint method results in a slightly smaller copy due 
to wax, metal and mould shrinkage (lønbOrg 1994, 374; 
1998, 25 f., 101).

 • 3) Copying metal objects by the imprint method can leave 
the décor with minor flaws that compel the smith to retouch 
the copy (CarlssOn 1983, 13; JanssOn 1985, 12), either with 
some kind of chip-carving tool or with a chasing tool. In the 
long run, repeated retouching can lead to a substantial de-
terioration in the original pendant design (JanssOn 1984b, 
79). Designs that are rendered in great detail are probably 
closer to the original pictorial concept than designs that 
have been heavily abstracted through retouching.

The comparison of the pendants revealed that the pictorial 
abstraction observed at Turinge goes hand in hand with sig-
nificant shrinkage (Fig. 7). In other words, it appears reason-
able to assume that the chip-carved pendants from Turinge 
are somewhat younger. The question is, how much younger? 
Given the unusual shape of the pendants’ loops and the ab-
sence of chip-carved parallels in the Birka material, it seems 
likely that they were produced after the final days of Birka 
(i.e. around the year 975; cf. Jansson 1985, 162, 176, 183, 
185; 1991, 269). This assumption is supported by the Rus-
sian material. There, A3-pendants were produced for a sig-
nificantly longer time than is known for Scandinavia. Pendant 
decorations were also abstracted in a manner comparable to 
Turinge. One example is a pendant from Vasilki in the Oblast 
of Vladimir (Васильки, Владимирская область) that is a 
A3-pendant, variant Tuna, dated to the period 1000–1100 
(dementeva 2007, 214, Каталог 14 with references, Рис. 
2.5). This might be seen as yet another example of how dif-
ferent fashions could develop in the periphery of the Viking 
World (see above). 

Figure 6. 35 out of a total of 36 glass beads (re-arranged). From left to 
right. First row: E140, F031, E030, E110, E140, E110, E140, E110, E110, 
E110. Second row: A131, A131, A131, E110, E060, E030, E030, E060, E140, 
A136 (cut in half). Third row: A131, A131 (with secondary heat damage), 
E140, E140, F031, F031, E030, E030, E110, E140, F031, F031, A131, A131 
(with secondary heat damage), A131 (Callmer 2008). The Turinge boat grave 
(SHM 34902, A 57) (Photo: RAÄ Conservation Laboratory).

Figure 7. Three chip-carved pendants from the Turinge boat grave (SHM 
34902, A 57) in comparison with specimens of their respective standard 
variants. From left to right: A3-pendant variant Tuna (Catalogue 3) A3-
pendant variant Kipplingeberg (Catalogue 4), b A3-pendant variant Fiskeby 
(Catalogue 5) (Photo by the author).
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Three scenarios

Previously, in the context of the original excavation, the Tu-
ringe boat grave appeared to be a fitting resting place for 
a high-status member of Birka-period society. However, after 
reviewing the Turinge lady’s jewellery under the microscope, 
we have obtained new information that needs to be put into 
place. In the following, I shall discuss three scenarios for the 
dating and social interpretation:

a) According to the synchronic scenario, the Turinge lady 
acquires all her jewellery on a single occasion e.g. on reach-
ing womanhood or on her marriage (cf. callmer 1977, 170 
f.). However, as discussed above, it appears that much of 
the jewellery was produced at different times. Like the oval 
brooches, the chemise brooch and most of the beads seem 
to have had an extended production period. There are indica-
tions that the cloak brooch was manufactured before 950. 
On the other hand, the gold-foil beads and the pendants are 
of a somewhat later date. It is tempting, therefore, to assign 
the time frame of acquisition to the mid-10th century. But the 
condition of the oval brooches seems to contradict this: they 
are not only very worn but also secondarily combined. Contra-
dictions also arise when assuming that the Turinge lady was 
prosperous enough to acquire two brand-new sets of oval 
brooches which she then broke down to a mismatched pair: 
her use of second-hand beads is not reconcilably with such 
an image of prosperity. In fact, the presence of cut and fire-
damaged beads rather points towards grave robbery (callmer 
1977, 56). Moreover, we have reason to believe that the chip-
carved pendants were produced post Birka. As a next step, 
we shall therefore consider an alternative scenario, in which 
the Turinge lady acquires her jewellery on different occasions.

b) In the diachronic scenario, we allow the Turinge lady 
to gradually acquire her pieces of jewellery, which are all 
brand new when they come into her possession. In this case, 
the cloak brooch would be one of her oldest possessions, 
purchased around the year 950. The limited traces of wear 
are then due to the fact that she uses her cloak-brooch only 
rarely. She acquires the two sets of oval brooches no later 
than 975. After all, it takes some years, at the very least, 
before she needs to break down two pairs of brooches into 
one mismatched pair (tHunmark-nYlén 1993, 227 ff. re-wear 
analyses). The strength of this scenario is that it would be 
compatible with a production date of the chip-carved pen-
dants around the year 1000, or later. At the same time, we 
face the risk of exceeding the time frame of the lady’s biologi-
cal life span. After all, according to the anthropological data, 
she was 25–40 years old when she died. In fact, the risk of 
a biographical mismatch is insurmountable if the chip-carved 
pendants from Turinge turn out to be as late as some of their 
Russian counterparts. But the main shortcoming of this sce-
nario is probably the fact that the Turinge lady – despite her 

high social status – would have had to engage in grave rob-
bery in order to supplement her bead collection.

c) As a third solution, I suggest a nostalgic scenario. In this 
case, the Turinge lady dies in a period when fashions requir-
ing the use of oval brooches are a thing of the past (at least in 
the Mälaren Region). As a result, it has become somewhat dif-
ficult to acquire jewellery. The lady is therefore supplied with 
second-hand pieces – whether in life or in death. In other 
words, her family not only needs to dig deep into their treas-
ure chest but also into other graves in order to set her up with 
appropriate jewellery. The advantage of this scenario is that it 
harmonises well with both the late chip-carved pendants and 
the peripheral position of the boat grave in the Årby burial 
ground (see above; Fig. 1).

A lost world?

Boat graves and the oval-brooch fashion both belong to a 
pre-Christian tradition. And yet, there is much to suggest that 
the Turinge burial took place in a predominantly Christian 
context. Why, all of a sudden, revive ancient burial rites? Was 
it an attempt by the people of Turinge to re-connect with a 
lost world? The period of religious transition was a dynamic 
era in which many old constants were abandoned. This pos-
sibly led to ideological tensions that left their mark on the 
material culture. Thus, the transition period generated many 
kinds of renaissance phenomena, which may indicate a pro-
longed process of hybridisation (see Tesch in this volume). 
Lennart karlSSOn (1983, 73), for example, showed that some 
of the 11th century rune-stone motifs derive from Vendel-
period originals. Accordingly, the erection of rune stones was 
interpreted as an expression of a desire amongst the odal-
farmers of the Mälaren Region to re-connect with the pre-
Christian identity of their ancestors (lager 2002). Linguistic 
analyses suggest that the Norse skalds dislodged the ancient 
gods from their poems towards the end of the 10th century, 
only to reinstate them some 150 years later (de vrieS 1934). In 
view of this, it is only natural to seek renaissance phenomena 
in the grave material of the transition phase. The reason is 
self-evident: most burials take place within the context of rites 
of passage that invoke higher powers (regardless of which re-
ligion; OttO 1917). But how can such renaissance phenomena 
be identified, and how can they be separated from genuine 
pre-Christian phenomena? Turinge might serve as an instruc-
tive case study here. As mentioned above, a traditional dating 
of the grave goods suggested that the boat grave was pre-
Christian. But that was a premature conclusion, drawn from 
out-dated concepts. In the present study, the Turinge grave 
was re-evaluated by means of a modern ‘artefact autopsy’. In 
view of the Birka material, it suddenly appeared that a more 
reasonable scenario was that the Turinge lady was buried 
sometime well into the 11th century – in a Christian context. 
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There is a sting in the tail of the Turinge saga. After all, not 
many burials in the Mälaren region have yet been subjected 
to such autopsies. Nor is there any Birka study that fully an-
swers the questions generated by the Turinge jewellery. Con-
sequently, we should not take for granted that our boat grave 
will continue to be unique in the long term. Only time – and 
time-consuming autopsies – will tell whether there are com-
parable burials in the Mälaren Region that conceal compara-
ble tendencies.

Appendix 

Parallels to the inventory of the Turinge boat grave 
(x/y) = (number of types/number of objects). CrG = cremation 
grave, ChG = chamber grave; no specification = inhumation 
grave.

Burials containing three or more pieces of metal jewellery of 
identical types 

SHM 1304:1844:20–27 (6/11), SHM 19490:13 (6/8), UiB 
8060 (5/27), SHM 11008:1 (5/16), SHM 19464:7 (5/5), Bj 
644 ChG (5/29), Bj 660 ChG (5/21), Bj 946 ChG (5/11), Bj 
948 (5/80), Bj 973 ChG (5/43), GäLM 8311:6 (4/30), SHM 
5788 (4/7), SHM 1985:1847:85 (4/28), SHM 10035:V(4/9), 
Bj 138B (4/10), Bj 151 (4/10), Bj 517 (4/7), Bj 703C ChG 
(4/32), Bj 739 (4/10), Bj 791 ChG (4/28), Bj 835 (4/13), Bj 
943 ChG (4/6), Bj 967 ChG (4/22), Bj 968 ChG (4/11), Bj 
980 (4/13), Bj 981A (4/14), Bj 1079 (4/79), Bj 1084 (4/64), 
Bj 1131 (4/7), Bj 1161 (4/29), NTNU 10650-68 (4/7), UiT 
5281 (4/59), UiO C8780-91 (4/19), ÖgLM 3566 (4/12), SHM 
16560 (3/5), SHM 24569:56A (3/15), Bj 418 (3/3), Bj 585 
ChG (3/4), Bj 642 (3/4).

Burials containing three or more pieces of metal jewellery of 
similar types 

SHM 10035:V (6/11), Bj 835 (5/14), Bj 943 ChG (5/7), Bj 968 
ChG (5/12), Bj 1084 (5/65), Bj 967 ChG (4/22), Bj 418 (4/4), 
Bj 585 ChG (4/5), SHM 6683:22 (4/5), SHM 26343:31 (3/10), 
Bj 865 (3/8), Bj 966 ChG (3/3).

Burials containing three or more identical object types 

Bj 1084 (11/85), Bj 967 ChG (11/39), Bj 835 (10/30), Bj 
865 (10/37), SHM 19464:7 (9/34), SHM 26343:31 (9/31), 
SHM 1304:1844:20–27 (8/49), SHM 19490:13 (8/66), SHM 
10035:V (8/14), Bj 946 ChG (8/48), Old Uppsala grave 36 
BåG (8/212), Bj 644 ChG (7/31), Bj 948 (7/93), Bj 973 ChG 
(7/49), Bj 943 ChG (7/24), Bj 968 ChG (7/41), Bj 703C ChG 
(7/35), Bj 1161 (7/43), UiO C8780-91 (7/136), ÖgLM 3566 
(7/109), Bj 418 (7/37), Bj 642 (7/53), UiB 8060 (6/36), SHM 
11008:1 (6/27), Bj 660 ChG (6/30), GäLM 8311:6 (6/73), 

SHM 1985:1847:85 (6/36), Bj 517 (6/20), Bj 739 ChG 
(6/20), Bj 791 ChG (6/38), Bj 981A (6/27), Bj 1131 (6/62), 
SHM 6683:22 (6/12), SHM 16560 (6/27), SHM 24569:56A 
(6/38), Bj 834 ChG (6/10), SHM 5788 (5/43), Bj 138B (5/42), 
Bj 151 (5/97), Bj 980 (5/37), Bj 1079 (5/94), UiT 5281 
(5/602), Bj 585 ChG (5/11), SHM 18809:4 (5/13), Bj 843B 
(5/42), SHM 19732:2a (4/31), SHM 25847:4 (4/178), SHM 
23610:7 (4/40), SHM 30982:12, RAÄ 82, A12 (4/26), SHM 
24569:70A (4/18), SHM 13387:1 (3/7), SHM 19808:3 (3/12), 
SHM 26127:94 (3/7), SHM 972:5 (3/3), SHM 11749 (3/3), 
Bj 24a CrG (3/107), Bj 543 ChG (2/3), Bj 564 (2/2), Bj 638 
(2/2), Bj 963 (2/2), Bj 1004 (2/2), Bj 1012 (2/2), Bj 1038 (2/2), 
SHM 1034 (2/2), SHM 12323:3 (2/6), SHM 14365 (2/2), SHM 
22293:2C (2/2), Bj 59 (2/9).

Abbreviations

ATA – Riksantikvarieämbetet, Antikvariskt-topografiska arkivet, Stockholm

Bj – SHM 34000, Bj (museum inventory number)

GäLM – Länsmuseet Gävleborg, Gävle

KaLM – Kalmar Länsmuseum, Kalmar

ÖgLM – Östergötlands länsmuseum, Linköping

RAÄ – The National Heritage Board of Sweden, Stockholm (Rikantik-
varieämbetet)

SHM – The Museum of National Antiquities, Stockholm (Statens historiska 
museum)

NTNU – The Museum of the Norwegian University of Science and Technol-
ogy, Trondheim (Norges teknisk-naturvitenskapelige universitet, Vitenska-
psmuseet; formerly: Vitenskapsmuseet Trondheim; Det Kongelige Norske 
Videnskabers Selskab)

UiB – Bergen University Museum (Universitetet i Bergen, Historisk museum; 
formerly: Bergen museum)

UiO – Museum of Cultural History, Oslo (Universitetet i Oslo, Kulturhistorisk 
museum; formerly: Oldsaksamling)

UiT – Tromsø University Museum (Tromsø museum)

Catalogue

1. Circular brooch. Gilded copper alloy, iron, white metal. 
Sweden, Uppland, Adelsö, Björkö (Bj 24a; JanSSOn 1984b).
2. Circular brooch. Gilded copper alloy, iron, textile, white 
metal. Småland, Ås, Ottenby (KaLM 1478; ibid.).
3. Pendant. Gilded copper alloy. Sweden, Västmanland, Lång-
tora (SHM 972; callmer 1989). 
4. Pendant. Silver. Sweden, Södermanland, Sorunda, Grimsta 
(SHM 26985; ibid.).
5. Pendant. Gilded copper alloy. Sweden, Gästrikland, Hedes-
unda, Berg (SHM 13881; ibid.).
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callmer 2008
J. Callmer, Letter [Lund 2008]. 

HemmendOrff 1972
O. Hemmendorff, Sö Turinge, Turinge sn Årby 1: fornl. nr. [sic!] 165, A57: 
detaljplan (smycken, redskap): skala 1:1: upprättad aug 1972. Avdelningen 
för konservering: rapporter [ATA].

klOckHOff 1972a
M. Klockhoff, Konserveringsrapport. Fyndort: Sö, Turinge sn, Årby, fornl. 
165. RAÄ A 2605, Dnr. 103/72, Dnr 4181/72, Dnr. 5446/72. Datum 
197209. Avdelningen för konservering: rapporter [ATA].

klOckHOff 1972b
M. Klockhoff, Konserveringsrapport: Fyndort: Sö, Turinge sn, Årby, fornl. 
165. RAÄ A 2605, Dnr. 103/72, Dnr 4181/72, Dnr. 5446/72. Datum 197211. 
Avdelningen för konservering: rapporter [ATA]. 

neiSS manuscript
M. Neiß, Transformationer i vikingatidens djurornamentik. Dissertation. 

Werner, 1973a
G. Werner, Konserveringsrapport. Fyndort: Sö, Turinge sn, Årby 1:1, fornl. 
165. RAÄ A 2605. Avdelningen för konservering: rapporter [ATA].

Werner 1973b 
Idem, Konserveringsrapport. Fyndort: Sö, Turinge sn, Årby 1:1, fornl. 165. 
RAÄ A 2605, Dnr. 103/72, Dnr 4181/72, Dnr. 5446/72: Datum197209. 
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