
 

 

 

HISTORISKA INSTITUTIONEN   
 

Ordering the streets 

The establishment of Sweden’s first police in 1776 

 

 

Master’s thesis, 60 credits, Spring 2016 
Author: Tobias Larsson 
Supervisor: Mikael Alm 
Seminar chair: Patrik Winton 
Date of defence: 24th of May, 2016 



 

Abstract 

This thesis considers the perceptions and enactment of social and urban order in the estate society 

of eighteenth-century Sweden. The central concept of order is approached as something which 

becomes most readily available when it has been transgressed against, and attempts are made to 

regain it. This is employed by exploring the practices of Sweden’s first proper police, the Royal 

Police Chamber of Stockholm founded in 1776, during its establishing year. The analytical part of 

the thesis is divided into three chapters. The first considers contemporary ideas of order in 

connection to the new organization, as to give a hint of the ideals which were said to be strived 

for. The second analytical chapter explores the nature of disorder, asking what, who and where made 

its way into the registers of the Chamber. Through these questions categories of disorder, norms 

of identification and abstract geographies are identified and used to tell of the things perceived as 

disorderly. In the third analytical chapter the how of ordering is considered as the acts taken against 

disorder are studied. Correction dominated, rather than punishment, thus echoing the ideas of 

order to a significant degree. Overall, this thesis can be said to accomplish in-depth basic empirical 

research on a hereto little studied material. The Chamber is shown to from the start to have taken 

an extremely active part in controlling and constructing society around it, something done by 

making a good effort towards fulfilling the panoptic ideal. Though not perfectly achieved, its 

practices are thus shown to adhere to a larger European trend of the period. Three concepts emerge 

as essential and fundamental to how social and urban order was perceived. These are the street and 

particularly the visibility thereupon exhibited, adding that order often only could be regained by 

establishing responsibility for those moving there. The centrality of the public sphere of the streets 

even goes beyond expectations and it appears as the main feature of enacting order. As such it is 

found to be both a material concept and imbued with meaning in itself. 
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1. Introduction 

On the 22nd of April in 1776 the Royal Police Chamber of Stockholm opened its doors for the 

first time. The honour of inaugurating it befell a young boy by the name of Peter Norman. He was 

nabbed on that same morning at 9 o’clock for having walked the city streets, calling out the sale of 

printed papers. The fact that the papers in question were copies of a recent decree from the 

Governor General (Överståthållaren) of Stockholm, the spread of which one would imagine should 

have been desired, was not counted in his favour. Nor was the statement that he lacked any other 

way of maintaining himself found mitigating, rather it was held against him as a proof of laziness. 

He was sentenced to a month at the house of correction (Rasp- och Spinnhuset), and once he got out 

he was sent to work in a factory as to keep him from roaming the streets.1 

Directly following, in that day’s second case, there was another youngster in focus, also named 

Peter. The contrasting surname Ternsten was however not the only distinguishing feature. This 

boy was also arrested while rambling about the city, but his offence was that of “street begging”. 

Upon closer investigation he was found to be a cripple and unable to work. With these conditions 

learned he was shown lenience and only given a warning. Furthermore, as he lacked both guardian 

and source of income, he was deemed in need of aid. This aid, which came conditioned on that he 

must never turn to begging again, took the form of a special permit from the Chamber, an excerpt 

from the protocol. This permit specified that he had the right to walk the city streets, calling out 

the sale of printed papers.2 

It is the contradictions and congruities of cases like these which drive this thesis. One way of 

understanding them would be through the familiar dichotomy of those who are deserving and 

those who are not. But there appears to be more things going on here; the degree and variety of 

intervention indicates greater complexity. Understanding the set of moral norms which regulated 

the different treatments of the two Peters appear to me as crucial when it comes to grasping social 

order in everyday public interactions.3  The youngsters appear have had certain ascribed social roles, 

and behavioural expectations attached to these. That they got divergent treatments suggest that the 

expectations on them were different, or at least that they were disappointing in separate ways. In 

their respective rebuke the collective scripts which they should have acted according might then 

be possible to glean.4 

As a completely new organization the Police Chamber had to put ideas into practice, establish 

routines, and work out kinks. The intricacies of this process is indicated by the two examples, and 

                                                 
1 SE/SSA/0021 Överståthållarämbetet för polisärenden 1 (ÖÄ), 01 Äldre poliskammaren, (CIa1) Diarium and (AIa1) 
Protokoll äldre serien, Volume 1, 1776, 22 april, case number 5, Peter Norman. 
2 SE/SSA/0021 Överståthållarämbetet för polisärenden 1 (ÖÄ), 01 Äldre poliskammaren, (CIa1) Diarium and (AIa1) 
Protokoll äldre serien, Volume 1, 1776, 22 april, case number 6, Peter Ternsten. 
3 Goffman 1966, p. 8. 
4 Braddick and Walter 2001, p. 11 & 38. 
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upon turning to the preserved archive of the Chamber there appears a cornucopia of kindred cases 

with their own peculiarities. As such, the establishment and practices of the Chamber offer a 

fascinating opportunity to witness the quotidian creation and enactment of social order in the urban 

space. It is in other words an ideal institution to study as a mediator and structuring force of cultural 

formation, taking a highly active part in differentiation and subordination.5 

To gain the particular benefit of its novelty I focus on the Chambers activities during its first 

year of operations, 1776. I investigate its constables’ perceptions of the collective script (order) 

upon being faced with disappointments (disorder), and how they might allow opportunities to 

study the process of establishing equilibrium once more (i.e. ordering). The main question of my 

thesis is thus: How was social and urban order in the estate society of eighteenth-century Sweden 

perceived and enacted in the everyday by its first police? 

1.1 Facing order through disorder 

Much remain to be done before the complex experience and practice of social order in early 

modern Sweden is understood. It is a time and place regularly categorized as an estate society. This 

is a concept containing both a formal political system and a more general structure of social 

hierarchy. Notable studies have been performed as to how this system of orders experienced forces 

of social change and was eventually transformed into something else.6 However, several decades 

have passed since the more ground-breaking of these studies were completed. During this period 

considerations of the estate society beyond the politics have often been relegated to a short 

paragraph at the beginning of historical works, often not to be considered further in the studies 

themselves.7 In this time many academic fields have also experienced a linguistic turn. It has led to 

consideration of language and imagery as not only mere reflections of reality. Rather these are now 

seen as constitutional elements, and in this context they are in effect creating “the social order they 

purport to describe”.8 Together with the recognition that other relations such as age, ethnicity, and 

gender also have an intricate part in shaping power and order, the understanding of the estate 

society has been revaluated.  

When it comes to imagining the order of society the wider layers, those who are not in the upper 

part of the hierarchal strata or placed in the periphery, tend to be left aside or considered via great 

simplifications. Here one might consider for example different sumptuary laws where women often 

are given a marginal place and those of lower ranks are left out completely. Another example is the 

contributions in a contest proclaimed in 1773 by the Royal Patriotic Society in Stockholm, 

discussing the ”advantages and disadvantages” of a national dress. Out of the circa seventy essays, 

                                                 
5 Withington 2000, p. 136. 
6 The most significant being Carlsson 1949. 
7 E.g. Unger 1996, p. 32. 
8 Burke 1992, p. 1. 
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suggesting different sartorial hierarchies, none treat the massive lower strata as anything other than 

a big and homogenous group, while the upper orders are treated in minute detail.9  

These sorts of simplifications can have many explanations, but one offered by Maria Hayward 

is that they are less interested in working with reality and instead strive to present an idealized social 

order as imagined from above.10 Thus, leaving out a wider array of groups from the public sphere 

may be understandable, but they still had to be related to on a practical level. So, if chosen blindness 

was the prerogative of the elite, it was an impossibility for those representatives of the authorities 

who faced society as a whole on a daily basis. Thus it is clear that much remains to be done to 

identify how the “social vocabulary”11 actually functioned on the ground floor of estate society, as 

it was lived out in the routines of the everyday.12 The necessity of this perspective cannot be 

exaggerated as it only is through it that sense can fully be made of the actions taking place there, 

for this is very much a thesis about the interrelation of discourse and practice, and I am going after 

that process as described by Phil Withington: 

The everyday practice of social relations, and the institutions and processes through which such 

practice was mediated, offers the best means of recovering the cultural contexts through which 

individual identities were forged and cultural formation, differentiation and subordination were 

structured.13 

Prior to going further, I would argue that order cannot be understood without being 

conceptualized. Taking a cue from Michael J. Braddick and John Walter it can best be imagined as 

consisting of social roles which need to be filled and enacted through a collectively understood 

script, something that must take place in a common stage or sphere of some sort.14 

Erving Goffman defines “social order” as the consequence of any set of moral norms regulating 

the manner in which individuals pursue objectives. These norms do not entail the objectives which 

are being sought, nor the precise patterns being formed by the pursuit, but rather only the modes 

employed in the seeking. Goffman offers traffic rules and the consequent traffic order as an 

example. The former is instructing the latter, but not telling where a particular individual is to drive, 

or deciding that there is only one way to travel there. This view is according to Goffman applicable 

to any social system.15 It is, continuing the parallel, also clear that very short distances in traffic can 

indeed be determined in detail by traffic rules, a single road may indeed be decidedly one-way. In 

contrast, the further distance to be travelled, the greater number of alternatives open up to the 

traveller. The same may then be applied to social systems. For example, that which Goffman call 

                                                 
9 Alm 2016, p. 42 & 51–52. 
10 Hayward 2009, p. 18. 
11 Burke 1992, p. 11. 
12 Hviid Jacobsen 2009, p. 12. 
13 Withington 2000, p. 136. 
14 Braddick and Walter 2001, p. 11. 
15 Goffman 1966, p. 8. 
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“public order”, covering not only face-to-face interaction but also any matter that does not entail 

immediate contact between individuals, concerning obligations within a community.16 At this 

micro-level even the lesser distances travelled, or interactions taking place, may be regulated. 

The purpose of this thesis is then to run with this presupposition and examine how perceptions 

of order were practiced and experienced outside of political debates and religious texts, at the 

micro-level of everyday interaction. For as Braddick and Walter declare: it is through everyday 

interaction that social order is both experienced and created, when behavioural expectations are 

attached to certain roles.17 Identifying this process as it was happening is easier said than done. The 

chosen approach of this thesis is to follow Arlette Farge, amongst others, and recognize that acts 

of suppression tell a story about the things attempting to be stopped, i.e. that ordering tells of the 

order being strived for.18 Therefore, a surface of conflict where expectations were disappointed, or 

instances where ideal encountered reality and chafing was felt, might be used to gather examples 

where order was necessarily and actively enacted and shaped.  

1.2 Understanding urbanity 

The city, long perceived as a beacon of modernity,19 and the throng of its citizens, many of which 

by their very existence appearing to have been considered endangering society and public peace,20 

seem intrinsically bound to result in the collision of ideal (order) and reality (disorder). It is a space 

of great density and generative potential, and therefore also a significant aggregate of potential 

troubles.21 Using the city as an arena and surface of conflict, the acts of ordering therein should 

appear, not necessarily more clearly, but at least more numerous and ready for study.  

The order of the towns and big metropolitan cities of Europe has been extensively studied. 

When it comes to eighteenth-century Paris Daniel Roche’s The People of Paris should be mentioned. 

It focuses on changes in physical size, population movement, upheavals in urban morphology and 

perceptions of the city.22 Similarly Arlette Farge has told of the trouble unleashed when the masses 

sought to riot, the spread of subversive words and fragility of life.23 Concerning England, and 

London in particular, the number of qualitative studies is almost limitless. One classical example is 

the excellent anthology Crisis and order in English towns 1500–1700 edited by Paul Slack and Peter 

Clark, definitely inspiring for this thesis. More recent, and much more helpful for my particular 

                                                 
16 Goffman 1966, p. 8–9. 
17 Braddick and Walter 2001, p. 38. 
18 Farge 1995, p. 1–2. Also Monkkonen 1981, p. 539–540, argue that common forms of criminal behaviour and 
public disorder are useful as conceptual tools for studying social structures and cultural values. 
19 Andersson 2012, p. 12–13. 
20 Farge 1993, p. 167, Jütte 1994, p. 146–147 and Friedrichs 1995, p. 245. 
21 Amin and Thrift 2002, p. 2. 
22 Roche 1987, p. 11–12. 
23 Farge, Mieville, and Revel 1993; Farge 1993; Farge 1995. 
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purpose, is however Peter K. Andersson’s 2012 dissertation Streetlife in Late Victorian London.24 

Mentioned should also be Christopher R. Friedrichs’ ambitious work on European urbanity as a 

whole, The Early Modern City 1450–1750, which goes towards grasping the diversity of social 

organization, inequality and way of life which came with cities. The numerousness of studies is not 

very surprising, for this was after all, according to Michel Foucault, the period when the cities went 

from being islands of privilege, to becoming the models for rational governing overall.25 

Also when it comes to Stockholm investigations into the experience of different societal groups 

and events are far from lacking.26 However, when it comes to the daily workings of policing and 

the unglamorous parts of what was encountered, beyond riots and the context of politics, there are 

a great many aspects missing. There have been few attempts to give account of the ways of everyday 

life of the regular citizen in the spirit of Farge in her masterful monograph Fragile Lives.27 Especially 

useful for me is Farge’s application of Habermas’s öffentlichkeit. Though never made explicit in that 

publication, it appears to me as implicitly present throughout and foreshadowing its employment 

in Subversive Words.28 In her writing it is being adapted, from something which mainly concerns the 

intellectual classes and is the prerogative of the bourgeoisie,29 to being a way of conceiving the 

specific conditions of urbanity. In the urban interaction as described by Farge everybody seems to 

know everybody, and the possibility for direction appeared even in the greatest turmoil.30 Through 

this, the public sphere of the city streets, disorderly urban acts become possible to explore in a greater 

context, one of reality rather than ideal, accessible to numerous groups and individuals.31 

In regards to this can be mentioned that the historians Riita Laitinen and Dag Lindström have 

argued in an article from 2008 that the city street as a concept has been neglected in early modern 

Swedish and Finnish cultural history. They connect the ideas and ideals of urban order with the 

practice of implementing it on the streets, a process which involve different interests, planning, 

building, maintenance and behaviour. They tell of the multitude of actors and views upon the 

ordered streets, which make for a rather complex picture. This is done from the perspective of 

royal orders, town plans and local conditions, contrasting the capital of Stockholm with the 

periphery of Åbo. From the royal perspective appears an interest in ordered and impressive 

                                                 
24 Though Andersson treats a later period and has a somewhat different angle than this thesis, he exhibits the 
relationship between the constable and the crowd in truly fascinating and enlightening ways, and the dissertation is a 
necessary read for anyone interested in more cultural aspects of everyday policing and attempts of elevating mundane 
urban interaction. See Andersson 2012, p 260–263. 
25 Foucault 1986, p. 241. 
26 Mentioned can be for example Mats Hayen’s study of households in Stadens puls, which provide great insight to 
some aspects of the city’s life pulse. In Massans röst Mats Berglund listen to the voice of the masses through looking 
at riots and street fighting, exhibiting amongst other things how the order of the city could be completely lost. 
Notably also Karin Sennefelt has, in a number of articles and the monograph Politikens hjärta, made a significant 
contribution to the understanding of the city as an animated space and political centre. 
27 Farge 1993, p. 9–11. 
28 Farge 1995, p. 9. 
29 Habermas 1984, p. 36–37. 
30 Farge 1989, p. 578–579 and Farge 1993, p. 281–282. 
31 Corfield 1990, p. 134, Ogborn 1998, p 76–79 and Mah 2000, p. 167–168. 
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townscapes, both as a means of increasing state revenue and as a means of having a representative 

in the centre of an expanding empire. In their research of old town laws and newer ordinances 

appears a development of the perceptions of the street, transitioning from being the place between 

houses to a space in its own right. A street in the latter aspect, which appeared primarily in the 

seventeenth century, their period of focus, was to be both built and maintained, as it was essential to 

provide good conditions and good order in towns.32 What routes this had taken and how it actually 

appeared when these ideas of order were to be upheld and maintained in the capital during 

following century will be studied in this thesis. 

Finally, historical geographer Miles Ogborn has argued that what is seen of a city is dependent 

on the chosen angle of vision. Attempting to see both the whole of it and the individual transactions 

traps the historian between a rock and a hard place. From above complexities are ignored, but the 

limits of the city become clear. From below the entirety of the city loses its meaning, but the plights 

of its people and their connections to each other and the “small geographies of street corners, 

neighbourhoods, and homes” are instead gained.33 Ogborn states that a choice between these two 

always is necessary, and that it means excluding some perspectives. This is true to a degree.  

When it comes to the city of Stockholm the conditions are particularly well set up to achieve 

both angles of vision by considering the city through its first police. It is unlike London, with its 

many differing parishes and divisions in policing all the way up to the Metropolitan Police Act of 

1829, prohibiting a full overview of its ordering.34 It is also unlike Paris, whose police might have 

had greater cohesion, but also such a large city and population to cover, that the representative 

details are far too easily lost.35 In contrast there is Stockholm, a city whose population under the 

last three decades of the eighteenth century fluctuated around 70,000,36 and had a police with a 

jurisdiction covering its entirety. Thereby it seems that Stockholm, as a metropolis in its own right 

while being of a moderate size, is particularly well conditioned to be considered in regards to urban 

order.37 This might be achieved by going to the sources and seeing how disorder actually was 

perceived by those who faced it, the authorities’ representatives moving throughout the city. 

1.3 Coming to the Chamber 

It had been a long process which led to the 1776 reorganization, formally decreed in February and 

implemented in April, of the system that was responsible for managing order in Stockholm. 

Following May 1st of 1723, when Stockholm suffered one of the greatest fires in the city’s history 

                                                 
32 Laitinen and Lindström 2008, p. 258–264. 
33 Ogborn 2003, p. 119. 
34 Lawrence and Dodsworth 2014, p. X–XI. 
35 Paris had a population up to ten times larger than Stockholm, though the accounts vary. See Roche 1987, p. 19–20. 
36 Nilsson and Lilja 1996, p. 31. 
37 Sennefelt 2009, p. 177. 
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and a majority of the southern island (Södermalm) was laid to waste, the work to prevent it from 

happening again was initiated by some notables of the city. One year and five days passed before a 

royal mandate came through and officially created the Royal Polity and Fire Committee, with the 

mission to better achieve general order, safety and the upkeep of regulations. No results were ever 

reached during the Age of Liberty, the diverse group which made out the committee and the many 

bodies which had to be consulted did not aid towards a consensus, and many different suggestions 

were to go unimplemented in the five decades of the committee.38  

The situation was largely unchanged until the committee got caught in the wave of reforms 

which followed the coup d’état of 1772. That policing in Stockholm finally got refurbished when 

it did is thus connected with a greater need for control, created by the Gustavian re-establishment 

of royal absolutism,39 and it was indeed intended to make spying on the population and keeping 

opinion in check easier.40 This fits into a larger European narrative where many police forces were 

“modernized” at this time.41 Though the committee’s mission was not explicitly changed in content 

it was somewhat specified towards efficiency. Furthermore, the Fire part of its title was dropped, 

indicating a change of focus, and its membership was stacked with trustees of the king. Four years 

later a new organization was ready to take up operations.42 

The most significant change brought about by the Chamber’s institution was that it was to be 

led by a Police Commissioner (Polismästaren) which had operational oversight and the ability to 

direct its workings.  This position was directly answerable to the city’s Governor General, a member 

of the Council of the Realm and thus in regular contact with the king, rather than to the magistrates. 

Furthermore, the salaries were no longer exclusively paid by the municipality, but bolstered with 

state funds. Finally, the remaining peace-keeping organizations which were not engulfed by the 

Chamber, for example the City and Fire Watches, were either charged with answering to and 

reporting every disorderly occurrence to the former, or often did so by their own volition. Thus 

the control of policing was shifted towards the centre of the state.43 

There have been almost no studies conducted in regards to the Chamber.44 In their monograph 

Odygd och vanära on people and crime in old Stockholm historians Arne Jarrick and Johan Söderberg 

do make it central for a few pages. It is there put in the bigger context of the civilization process. 

Their treatment is rare as it actually goes into the material and studies individual cases. In doing 

this they confirm that those sentenced by the Chamber were of a more banal character than those 

                                                 
38 Wester 1946, p. 106–107. 
39 Alm 2003, p. 23. 
40 Staf 1950, p. 51–52.  
41 Garrioch 1994, p. 511–512. 
42 Wester 1946, p. 81–82 & 111–113. 
43 Boëthius 1943, p. 390, Staf 1950, p. 52–53 and Eggeby and Nyberg 2002, p. 223–225. 
44 The by far most significant work as of yet on the Royal Police Chamber of Stockholm was written in 1950 by Nils 
Staf, then archivist of the Stockholm City Archive, the same person who organized its archive. He draws on 
numerous sources in order to lay out a rich organizational and administrative history of the Chamber, whilst 
simultaneously connecting its development to the political history of the nation in general.  
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treated in the proper courts, and that a significant distinction of the Chamber from other 

organizations is that a majority of its cases are brought forth by its own staff.45 The limited space 

given to the Chamber means that its treatment is far from exhaustive, and beyond this there exist 

some reasons for concern when it comes to the methodology.46  

This brought about a more purposeful apparatus with lines of reporting which encompassed all 

the diverse but poorly organized city officials previously charged with retaining order.47 It was also 

a significant move towards professionalizing the state. Its parallels can be found in Paris and 

Amsterdam around the late 1660s (the former explicitly serving as model and inspiration),48 and 

the Danish absolute monarchy made similar changes and instituted their own Police Commissioner 

in 1682.49 The Chamber got its own jurisdiction as a police court, able to pass sentences in simpler 

matters and misdemeanours. In order to make this new apparatus work efficiently a previously 

unprecedented level of administrative diligence concerning the activities within the city had to be 

created, this resulted in an intriguing archive. 

1.4 Approaching the archives 

Though much have been lost there still remains a substantial amount of protocols, extensive 

registers and some related documents for all the Chamber’s years of active duty. It is an incredibly 

rich source that has been surprisingly little used.50 In comparison with its closest parallel, the police 

chamber of Copenhagen, the records of the early years have fared quite well.51 

Whenever something occurred that was of relevance to the Chamber it became an entry in the 

registers (diarium).52 The one writing these was usually the registrator, who for the first year went by 

the name of Adolf Fredrik Lychou.53 This was done in chronological order and the registers have 

                                                 
45 Jarrick and Söderberg 1998, p. 190–200. 
46 Specifically, when it comes to the registers they compare between the genders of complainants vis-à-vis accused in 
the month of May for four arbitrarily chosen years in a table on page 194. However, their argument does not take 
into consideration that most complaints were entered by the constables of the Chamber. A more proper comparison 
towards the same goal would be to consider only those entries where complaints were brought forth by private 
citizens. Upon doing this the cases for the entire year of 1776 become comparable to those in only the month of 
May in 1778 as presented by Jarrick and Söderberg. When doing a comparison between these figures the percentage 
of women who made complaints rise from 2 to 15, indicating the flaws of the method. 
47 Berglund 2009, p. 74–75. 
48 Staf 1950, p. 53. 
49 Munck 2007, p. 38. 
50 See Sennefelt 2011, p. 269. When it comes to the organization of the archive a currently ongoing project at 
Uppsala University’s Department of Literature by the name of ”Knowledge, Power and Materiality. Archives in 
Sweden 1727–1811”, Öhrberg et al. 2015, has resulted in several forthcoming articles by Annie Mattsson considering 
the Chamber’s archival practices and the ideas surrounding it. This is especially helpful when it comes to 
disentangling the rather complex course of a case through the Chamber. 
51 See Munck 2007, p. 40. 
52 In its official capacity that is. There existed a secret intelligence part to its operations, but this was kept separate 
and rarely put in writing. See Mattsson 2016b, p. 7. 
53 As to how the registrator got the information to be entered little is known. With cases brought forth by others 
than the Chamber’s employees both oral and written accounts can be seen to have occurred. But when it comes to 
the constables I can only speculate, there are however indications. For most years there remain some written reports 
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four columns in total. The first shows date of the entry, the second ascribes the entry a case-number 

within the month and the third contains the nature of the case. After a case came to the Chamber’s 

attention it would, with only a few exceptions, be treated in session and handled in the manner 

deemed fit, the fourth column summarizes this activity. 

One potential issue with the registers is of course that the entries are more steps removed from 

the actual constables’ experience of the city than what is preferable. It is no doubt possible that 

aspects got lost or reinterpreted in the transition from reports to registers. One way to close this 

gap, at least by one step, might be to look at surviving reports. Only a few such originals survive 

across the years however. For example, only ten in total still exist for 1776, most are from July and 

it is rather random for what sorts of cases they concern. However, that they are random rather 

than selected for their particular cases speak for them as a good way of securing the quality of 

transition, and presents a good opportunity compare them to the register’s entries. Upon doing 

this it becomes clear that though some phrasing might be changed, albeit only slightly, the contents 

do not vary.54 At the very least this gives an indication that the degree of frivolousness taken by the 

registrator could be low, and arguably was so even when considering cases where no reports have 

been preserved. It should also be noted that as the goal of this thesis is to grasp the perceptions 

enacted by the authorities, whether or not the conditions noted in reports, protocols and registers 

are directly corresponding with reality is not an issue. Rather it is presumably just that which is 

being included and emphasized which express their perceptions. 

Moving on, to when the Chamber was in session and a case was being tried, minutes were to be 

taken. These are the “protocols”, identified by doctor in literature Annie Mattsson as following a 

general European pattern of the time, not representing the sessions word for word but rather giving 

a brief summary of the proceedings substance. These appear in three different shapes: 

“memoranda”, simplified and short; “draft protocols”, longer but very rough and often revised 

drafts; and fair copies, which represent a final version. It however seems the case, especially after 

the first couple of weeks when everything appears to have been very thoroughly documented, that 

only those cases which were of greater complexity or were remitted to some other governmental 

branch ever made it to the last version.55 

Mattsson argues that the inaccessibility (they are often stitched together in a way that impairs 

reading) and irregularity of the protocols show that they were not considered the main material of 

                                                 
preserved. In 1776 the only one time that something is said about this in the registers noted is that two constables 
left an oral report (20th of May, case no 318). Finally, there are the case files, which for the eighteenth century only 
are preserved from March of 1790 (SE/SSA/0021 Överståthållarämbetet för polisärenden 1 (ÖÄ), 01 Äldre poliskammaren, 
(AIIa) Målslista för tiden före 1875, Volume 1, 1790). In these are gathered seemingly all documents regarding every 
single case treated during the month, almost all of which have written reports. Together this suggest that written 
reports were the standard from which entries came about. 
54 SE/SSA/0021 Överståthållarämbetet för polisärenden 1 (ÖÄ), 01 Äldre poliskammaren, (EII) Handlingar till 
protokollet, Volume 1, 1776–1799, 1776. 
55 Mattsson 2016b, p. 10–11. 
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reference. Instead the registers appear to be the working tool above all others as they, together with 

their indexes, are the only part of the archive found in bound volumes, and have plenty cross-

referencing being made between different years.56 

This is supported by the contents of the third and fourth column. These can at times cover an 

entire page of the registers, even in regards to cases where no protocols were preserved, seemingly 

aiming to include everything deemed relevant and necessary to be able to access with short due. 

This could of course mean that information included in the protocols but not deemed relevant to 

consider further is excluded from the registers. This is indeed the conclusion drawn by Mattsson 

upon following a case in detail and considering its adaption between the different kinds of 

documents.57 For this reason the registers appear, though limited in other ways, as the principal 

source material when it comes to grasping an overview of what was perceived as essential to the 

Chamber’s workings. 

Though the far-going freedoms of speech and the press from 1766 were rolled back following 

the 1772 coup, the new Freedom of the Press Act of 1774 still left the accessibility of public records 

relatively unscathed. Anyone being able to claim that they were going to publish it would have had 

access to the Chamber’s material and been allowed to make copies.58 This is arguably the reason 

that basically nothing in regards to the secret intelligence part of the Chamber’s operations appear 

to have been documented.59 For this reason it can be expected that the basic facts of cases were 

not bypassed in any major ways when it comes to what is preserved, especially in the registers. 

Several paths of research into this material thus lie open, it invites to study periods of intense 

activity and change over time alike. However, there exist neither insights into periods of regular 

activity or points of comparison. For this reason, I am, as already mentioned, going to be focusing 

in this thesis on giving a snapshot of its first year of operations. Any year could of course have 

been chosen, but 1776 has great benefits speaking for it, in spite of the missing first months of the 

year. By focusing on it I gain access to the Chamber’s novelty. It is also a good place to start with 

a material whose contents have as of yet not been considered in-depth as the main aim of a project. 

By beginning with 1776, and understanding the disorders then encountered as fully as possible, the 

alternative routes of study available will thereafter be much more well-lit and visible.  

I will thus consider what happened that year by consulting the just over 2,600 entries made into 

the registers. Anything relating to order and disorder might have found its way into the registers, 

and to gain the whole picture all of it must be considered.60 I will at times also consult additional 

                                                 
56 Mattsson 2016b, p. 8–9. 
57 Mattsson 2016b, p. 16–17. 
58 Mattsson 2016b, p. 7. 
59 Mattsson 2016a, p. 51. 
60 Though I am going to be treating all entries in the registers it is relevant to be aware of where their initiation came 
from. Out of 2,601 entries 1,905 (or 73.2 percent) were brought about directly by the Chamber’s own constables. In 
contrast 465 (17.9 percent) were brought about by some other organization or employee thereof. The majority of 
these were brought about by members of the City or Fire Watch which came in with reports of what they had 
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material to enrich the entries or give context, but the registers are for the above stated reasons both 

mine and the Chamber’s primary working tool. In wishing to grasp the entirety it should thus be 

noted that I do not only consider crimes and offences in this thesis, though these do of course 

dominate. Other matters might appear, such as applications and general policy decisions, which are 

in turn connected to order and disorder, and therefore still included in this thesis. In this manner 

I aim to capture the full process of policing, even when it failed or was misdirected. 

1.5 Thesis outline 

The fundamental concept of this thesis is order, and I tackle it in a tripartite manner. To begin 

with, in the hereto following chapter two I approach the concept itself from a theoretical 

standpoint. In this I also aim to provide a context to the following analysis of the Chamber’s 

registers. This will be done by considering the closest available normative and moral material 

against which its practices may be contrasted. This includes instructions and speeches which 

brought forth the official and contemporary ideas of order and polity in Stockholm, representative 

for Sweden as a whole. A comparison between the material treating the ideal and the actual act of 

ordering will go towards showing what interpretations and choices being made upon their 

transition into practice. I will end the chapter by considering some brief results in regards to what 

tools the Chamber actually had at its disposal when it came to performing this transition. 

In chapter three I move on to consider what happened when the ideal of order was faced with 

the harsh reality of everyday disorder, and aim to grasp the nature of the latter. Here I consider the 

registers’ entries through a database that I have created on its information. With it I have broken 

down the data into something which is possible to sort and keep apart.61 Such a voluminous 

material makes it possible to accumulate case after case into tables and diagrams. To achieve a fuller 

understanding however, I follow Garthine Walker who goes deep into court records while 

managing to bring the figures into context and present an enlightening cultural history of the 

                                                 
encountered. The remainder are made up of military officers making requests or reports which came from other 
courts about proceedings that could have been of relevance to the Chamber. Private individuals brought forth 
complaints or, at a few instances, applications in 226 (8.7 percent) of the entries. Finally, there are 7 (0.2 percent) 
entries where initiation was not made clear. 
61 The first two columns, giving date and number of the entry, are treated rather straightforward. I have however 
added the actual number an entry should have (as some mistakes were made by the registrator), and the number 
which the entry holds for the year in total. Column three and four has taken some greater effort. The first of these, 
made upon the entry being made has been dissected from one jumbled notation to ten different sub-columns 
extracting: format of report; what (if any) external organization made the report; who (if anyone) private individual made the report; 
which (if some) of the Chamber’s employees were involved; what (other than following) circumstances the report presented; who was the 
offender; what was the disorder; who was the victim (if other than the complainant); where the disorder took place; when the disorder took 
place. The final column has also been dissected, into six sub-columns: when the case was treated; what was decided/sentenced; 
for how long a period (if any) a sentence was to be served; when/if the case was followed up further; what happened on those occasions; 
what other material (usually protocols or letters) of the Chamber is being referenced to for further information. Note that no analysis 
has been done at this stage, rather the presented information has been sorted into the relevant sub-columns whereas 
the irrelevant such have been left empty. 
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proceedings.62 This is done by elevating the sources beyond simple aggregates of numbers to a 

narrative material, for example making it feasible to raise thefts from illegitimate appropriation of 

property to be seen as “economic activities with their own stories”.63 In that process central 

concepts can be found, and unifying traits abstracted. Walker for example find that a lot of her 

cases coalesce around the central concept of the household. As I am approaching a large sample and 

numerous examples, with the interest of through their details disclose a fuller picture of everyday 

perceptions of disorder, I make no predictions as to precisely which concepts will be central, but 

it is my goal to achieve what Walker speaks of: 

By analysing narrative sources, historians are able to do more than reveal information about crime, 

criminality and the legal process. They may open windows through which we may view aspects of 

the wider culture and ways of thinking and doing in early modern society. Hence, the history of 

crime becomes a broader cultural history of the period.64 

I thus use the registers, and in some cases additional material, to bring forth not only the quantities 

therein but also, through considering examples, identifying groups and making categorizations, 

relate their qualitative circumstances. These practices and narratives are to be brought forth by 

putting some working questions, treated in a subchapter each, to my database: 

 What? – What sort of acts found their ways into the registers? What do they tell of disorder? 

 Who? – Who were the individuals appearing therein? Who were they described as? 

 Where? – Where did these acts take place? Where was the spatial focus of the Chamber? 

Thus grasping disorder in chapter three it might then allow opportunity to study it as the process 

took place for establishing equilibrium once more, i.e. ordering. This is the focus of the fourth 

chapter where I move on to what the registers say was being done thereabout, asking: 

 How? – How did the Chamber respond? How was order regained by their actions?  

Through these questions, I hope the answers shall coalesce around some central concepts of my 

own and aid an analysis. By connecting and intersecting the different perspectives that the answers 

present I am going to paint as detailed a picture as possible of the micro-sociologies of power at 

play in the Chamber’s actions.65  

For each particular question I will stop and consider the key concepts most relevant to it, and 

that which is found to connect them all and deemed most relevant is to be brought together and 

summarized in a fifth concluding chapter. In the end I hope to have given the reader of this thesis 

some insights as to how social and urban order could be perceived and enacted in the early modern 

everyday. Hence, the history of disorder becomes a broader cultural history of the period.  

                                                 
62 It should however be noted that Walker leaves aside the process of policing and only studies that which actually 
made it to the proper courts. 
63 Walker 2003, p. 5 quoting Innes and Styles 1986, p. 401. 
64 Walker 2003, p. 5. 
65 Braddick and Walter 2001, p. 39. 
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2. Ideas of order 

When closing up on perceptions of social order and the countering of disorder, in the context of 

Sweden and Stockholm, it is often institutional aspects and policies concerning the poor which 

have been studied. These projects have generally been aimed towards grasping actors on an 

organizational level, thus rarely touching upon experiences and perceptions. When so has been 

done it is usually through laws and ordinances, limiting the results to a top-oriented and non-

practical perspective. This is however not to be discredited, understanding what was being strived 

for after is an essential part in understanding the strife itself.66 

2.1 Perceptions of polity 

What was the ideal of order which the new organization was to enforce? This can only be grasped 

through presenting the concept of polity (“politi”) in the context of the Chamber. Without 

launching into a complete etymological outline it should be mentioned that term itself is derived 

from the Greek politeia and Latin politia, relating to amongst other things citizenship and state 

governance.67 During the early modern period it was a multi-faceted and debated concept.68 

In his 2013 book on royal police ordinances in early modern Sweden professor of legal history 

Toomas Kotkas starts by identifying polity as one of the most significant themes when it comes to 

governing and administration in the early modern societies of continental Europe. It was at this 

time not primarily referring to the branch of authority charged with maintaining safety and order. 

Instead it was an ambivalent term with multiple, though often overlapping, meanings. Kotkas 

points to two main aspects of the term. The first was to describe the ideal state which was strived 

for, “i.e., police as a material objective”. In this context “good police” was generally understood and 

often used as equivalent with “good order”. This is very much order as defined in a wide sense, 

relating to society as a whole. The second aspect was the very governmental actions taken as to 

achieve and uphold this societal order.69 Kotkas’ view is supported in other research on Sweden 

during this period, and the shift in meaning of the concept to the latter aspect and focus on police 

as an organization appear to have taken place during the mid-nineteenth century.70 

This appears to be the understanding of the term also in relation to the Chamber and its creation. 

Carl Sparre, Governor General of Stockholm at the time and thus the one mainly responsible for 

the Chamber, carried the ideology of the time. Though plenty of thinkers as mentioned had debated 

                                                 
66 See for example Johanson 1984, p. 131–143, Blom 1992, p. 247–255 and Unger 1996, p. 271–275. 
67 Wester 1946, p. 5 and Sjöholm 1964, p. 7. 
68 Dodsworth 2008, p. 589. 
69 Kotkas 2013, p. 1. 
70 Wester 1946, p. 5. 
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the idea of a new organization he was the main architect of the Chamber as it finally came to be.71 

The thoughts which laid behind that work were fully epitomized in a speech he held before the 

Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences on the 15th of February 1777.72 The subject of the speech was 

“Polity in general” and it is one of the first significant Swedish works on the concept.73 

2.1.1 Sparre’s speech 

The 45-page speech is clearly important for understanding polity in the context of the Chamber. 

In it Sparre identifies the true goal of polity as the administration and upholding of those rules and 

regulations which aim towards order. This was to be achieved through two parts, the judicial 

context and the actual practice of upkeep. The judicial context is focused on trials in accordance 

with relevant regulations and laws, the measurements by which good order was to be identified. 

Sparre summarizes these judicial subjects of polity with an itemized list: 

1st, Religion. 2nd, Discipline in manners. 3rd, Health. 4th, Food. 5th, Road and Building charters. 

6th, General Peace and Safety. 7th, Free arts and Sciences. 8th, Trade and Conduct. 9th, Crafts 

and Manufacturing. 10th, Servants, Attendants and all kinds of Day-labourer’s conditions. 11th, 

The poor.74 

Between these there is a great degree of overlap, but each have its characteristics more or less made 

apparent through their title.75 Immediately following a consideration of these the text lifts its gaze 

once more and the judicial polity is considered along another axis. Claimed as a means of achieving 

greater clarity it is broken down into three branches: The simple Polity, the criminal and the civil. The 

first holds the arresting, trial and punishment of all violations against ordinances and rules 

concerning simple polity cases. These are most numerous, different in character and demand only 

simpler punishments or corrections. For example, fines, a few days in jail, or placement in a house 

of correction for a limited time. Criminal are those misdeeds and serious crimes, who need to be 

presented in front of a judge. This includes already mentioned deeds such as riot, robbery, 

plundering on squares, streets or in houses, and destruction of that which is of public good. These 

                                                 
71 Staf 1950, p. 41–42. 
72 Tal, om Politie i allmänhet, hållet för Kongl. Vetenskaps-Academien, vid Praesidii nedläggande, den 15 Februarii 
1777, af Hans Excellence Herr Baron Carl Sparre, Kongl. Maj:ts och Riksens Råd, Öfwer-Ståthållare i Stockholm, 
Commendeur af Svärds-Orden med Stora Korset. Stockholm: Tryckt hos Johan Georg Lange, 1777. 
73 Järbe 1975, p. 48. 
74 Tal, om Politie i allmänhet, p. 17. 
75 Religion concerns protecting the sanctity of the Sabbath, churches and services. Discipline in manners aims to prevent 
indecency or corruption. Health focuses on the preservation of airs, waters, and hindering sale of turned foodstuffs. 
Food is directed towards the standards of storages and orderly trade. Road and building charters is about preventing 
buildings catching fire and the upkeep of streets. General peace and safety deploys a very wide net towards “peace and 
safety about person and property, against villains, violators and bandits” (page 22) Free arts and sciences relate to 
doctors, surgeons, apothecaries and those who produce and spread printed material. Trade and conduct reiterates the 
points about trading in an orderly fashion. Crafts and manufacturing focus on correct pricing and conduct of certain 
occupations. Servants, attendants and all kinds of day-labourer’s conditions is about the mutual responsibilities between 
servants and masters. Then finally there is the poor, particularly oriented towards controlling those who beg. 
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are offences punishable by death, other corporal means, slavery or banishment. Civil are those 

cases and trials who should be sent before the magistrates of cities, are of concern to guilds rights 

and privileges, and where advocates might be employed. 

These are then the basic tenants of judicial polity as presented in the text, and from these are 

drawn two conclusions. The first is that the responsibilities of all, in regards to good order and 

condition for the public good, had already been made clear in officially published polity laws and 

regulations which applied to everyone. The second is that the punishments for transgressions 

against these were not arbitrary. Rather they could be adapted on the basis of the particular 

circumstances, and be carefully moderated on the basis of the law which had been broken with the 

aim of inspiring love for the good, respect for the law and admiration for the agents which upheld 

it. Those who were punished should feel no other intention than that of the law, and thus in turn 

nothing else than that which aimed towards “the Common good”. This was then best achieved by 

recognizing the weak nature of humanity and rather than punish attempt to steer offenders towards 

their duty through kind correction. This tended to make a greater impression than the punishment 

itself, and more than an exaggerated harshness, to convince of the virtue of abiding by the law. 

Thus having treated the judicial aspect of polity the text moves on to the actual practice of 

upkeep. In this part the focus is on the means by which the public good might best be achieved. 

Sparre claimed that polity in this sense was the art of governing humans, to do them good, and the 

science of fostering them to what they should be, for the good of society as a whole. Polity 

maintained order, supplied citizens with their general needs and prevented everything that 

disturbed the peace by prescribing rules to this purpose and conditioning the people to live 

accordingly. This was done by keeping a “watchful eye on them”76 to inhibit misdeeds before they 

happened and make sure that those which were performed did not go unpunished. Without 

discrimination of standing those who might be saved were to be given aid, protection and lenience, 

whereas those who to their core were damaging had to be removed from the societal body. 

For this to work however great care had to be taken that this was practiced and upheld to a 

sufficient degree and covered the widespread array of cases which consistently threatened order, 

especially in greater cities. Needed was firstly a constant repetition and knowledge of the order 

which was aimed for in all aspects of society, secondly that the tools for doing this were adapted 

to the task, and thirdly that they were meticulously put to practice. The ideal is here described as a 

machine, under the constant control and maintenance of a devoted director, made sure to work to 

its utmost.  

With this conceptual understanding of polity, it is then time to move on to the actual instructions 

which founded the Chamber and see how they were meant to uphold it. 

                                                 
76 “vakande öga på dem”, Tal, om Politie i allmänhet, p. 32. 
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2.1.2 The new police instruction 

“His Royal Majesty’s benevolent Decree, about Police’s improvement here in the Residential-

City”77 clearly states it purpose, to achieve better polity through quick expedience against “apparent 

disorders” which until then had gone unchecked, because of laws having been too poorly or slowly 

enforced. Out of the text’s fifteen paragraphs, eight are concerned with the procedural practices of 

the Chamber,78 and one (the twelfth) introduce the position of Police Commissioner to Sweden.79 

The remaining seven paragraphs go into the mission of the Chamber to a varying degree. The 

first states the Governor General responsibility for “good order and Polity” in the City and that he 

would have to work to prevent all excesses and abuses there against. The second paragraph charge 

those under him to expediently report all things which had appeared as against laws, ordinances 

and “a good order and Polity”. This also includes the city’s military branches. In paragraph three is 

specified about cases beyond the jurisdiction of the Chamber as a court, where a judge and not the 

Governor General had to pass judgement. As within bounds the examples of violated polity are 

reiterated as concerning “the cleaning of streets and alleys, the hanging and lighting of lanterns, the 

inhibition of begging, violation of Tariffs, offences in regards to measurements and weights, 

aversive loose individuals behaviour and punishment, illegal purchase, unpermitted peddling and 

sales, reporting of arrived travellers, frequenting basements and pub beyond the allowed hours, 

reckless driving, and so forth, which mostly can be reconciled by lesser fines, but nonetheless 

require notice and correction in the very instance it occurs”.80  Paragraph four states that, as soon 

as constables identified something to have happened which went against ordinances, the offending 

parties were to be called on to present themselves before the Chamber at a certain hour. If an 

offender did not show he would immediately be fined and judgement could be passed. However, 

if offences were committed by loose individuals, unknown by name and home, the constables 

should ask them to follow immediately. The seventh paragraph reiterates the point of the third and 

says that larger cases could be sent on to other courts. Also the Chamber is specified as lacking the 

jurisdiction to decide cases where fighting or other similar lawbreaking had been committed. 

Paragraph eight indicates that in the sentencing of cases the Chamber had to follow laws and 

                                                 
77 Kongl. Maj:ts nådiga Förordning, angående Policens förbättrande här i Residence-Staden. Gifwen Stockholms 
Slott then 13 Februariii 1776. 
78 For example, that if a defendant denies all claims, and no witnesses are to be found, the concurring account of two 
constables should be sufficient as evidence (§ 6). 
79 Something which is motivated by the need to keep polity under careful and close supervision. He is described as 
under the constant beck and call of the Governor General regarding all that needs to be done as to assure the regular 
and smooth running of the organisation, and he had direct control over the city prosecutors and Chamber’s 
constables. 
80 “angående gatornes och grändernes renhållning, lycktors upsättande och itändande, tiggeriers hämmande, Taxors 
öfwerträdade, förseende i mått och wigt, wanartigt löst folks upförande och straffande, förköp, olofligt månglerie 
och afsalu, ankommande främmandes angifwande, sittande på källare och krogar öfwer förbudne tiden, öfwerdådigt 
förande, med mera sådant, som merendels kunna försonas med ringa penninge-böter, men hwarå näpst och rättelse i 
samma stund the föröfwas följa bör”, Angående Policens förbättrande, p. 3. 
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ordinances which were already, or soon to be, published. Then finally, paragraph thirteen specifies 

the authority and expected behaviour of the constables of the Chamber and those employed in its 

errands. Any of them found to have given false rapports was to be sent immediately to a fortress 

of the crown for penitentiary work. With this responsibility though there also came some 

protection. It is made explicit that those who in words or deeds insulted or assaulted any of the 

constables were to be punished, as they were under the king’s protection. 

2.2 The Chamber’s orders 

From these two central sources the understanding of how order was conceived around the 

Chamber has been made clearer. The reasoning is rather circular: good polity was achieved by 

following laws and regulations which aimed towards good order, and good order was that which 

was in accordance with laws and regulations. This appears to be the reason that statements 

regarding good order and polity, when talked of on a more concrete level, keep landing in that it 

simply should be upheld or repeatedly results in listings of regulated issues. Upon lifting the gaze 

what comes through in both Sparre’s speech and the instruction confirms Kotkas’ description of 

polity. Polity was synonymous with good order. It was both a material objective and the means by 

which this objective was achieved. There is a lot of overlap and discrepancies between the different 

items on Sparre’s list, but polity clearly appears as very diverse in nature and good order was to be 

achieved all over society. Simultaneously it was simple in nature, to be contrasted with criminal 

(which was explicitly beyond the Chamber’s jurisdiction and not really part of regular polity), and 

to be corrected rather than punished.  

The need for swiftness and correction is often pressed upon in both the speech and the 

instruction, and is reiterated in the proclamation made public a few days before the Chamber 

opening.81 The full explanation for this appears in the speech, as surveillance and speedy correction 

was seen as an important part of shaping and controlling behaviour, which is raised up as partly art 

and partly science. The similarities to how Foucault argues punishment should be theorized is 

striking.82 Herein is also reflected one central aspect of Laitinen and Lindström’s article. They argue 

authorities’ interest in the conditions of the streets also concerned the behaviour there enacted, 

and they show that the ordinances directed towards regulation of behaviour become both more 

plentiful and more detailed during the seventeenth century, especially in regards to Stockholm. This 

was directly connected to the quality of the city and prestige of its elites and ruler.83 

                                                 
81 ÖfwerStåthållareEmbetets kungörelse, angående den nya PolitieInrättningen här i Staden, som med den 22 i denna 
April månad kommer at taga sin början. Den 17 April 1776. 
82 Foucault 1995, p. 23–24. This is also argued by Annie Mattson. For a further analysis of the discussions, debates 
and critiques surrounding the Chamber in a larger European context and the history of ideas, see Mattsson 2016c. 
83 Laitinen and Lindström 2008, p. 266–267. 
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At times this came head to head with older popular practices. The authorities are seen by 

Laitinen and Lindström as coming down on processions of funerals, weddings and so forth 

amongst nobility and wealthy burghers. For one thing the royal interests perceived them as too 

extravagant and wasteful. Simultaneously the interest in them of the elites seems to have 

diminished, and the chance to reduce expenditure by moving these events from the public sphere 

of the city streets into the private appears to have been widely welcomed. Laitinen and Lindström 

argue that these processions were seen as disorderly by the authorities at the same time as they 

were perceived as important cultural customs and an essential part of order by the wider masses. 

It appears that the new ideas of order, implemented from above through the support of the right 

kinds of citizens, won out.84 

The pattern repeats itself in regards to the Chamber. The goal was that good polity should be 

strived for by all citizens, of their own volition. This could be achieved through active guidance 

and by showing them it as the common good, which then should be recognized by them as a 

purpose of its own. If this recognition did not take place the person in question could not be seen 

a citizen fulfilling their duties, and thus had to be removed. In this last part is then gleaned that the 

concept of order was a highly integrated part of the society of estates, wherein each individual had 

their duties. But these duties were also individualized, the one thing which was common for all of 

them was that they were aimed towards the good of society. So it might be said then that order in 

the context of the Chamber was the fulfilment of one’s duties, but the tools for enacting this remain 

opaque. 

2.3 Practical preconditions 

From this is then clear these normative documents focus on the ideal itself and how it should be 

achieved. This is comparable to the new kind of ordinance which Marc Raeff argues was connected 

to the emergence of The Well-Ordered Police State, no longer permeated by moral injunctions, 

supported by arguments of religious belief and motivated by concerns of the life hereafter. Rather 

what emerged was “pragmatic statements, orders, or counsels designed to have immediate and 

direct effects in reshaping patterns of public behaviour and social action”.85 Raeff’s presumption is 

also however, as for example Andre Wakefield has pointed out in The Disordered Police State, that 

these ordinances were more or less perfectly enacted. In contrast Wakefield argues that the grandest 

plans often went unimplemented.86 In the following chapters it will become clear to what degree 

these ideals actually were upheld by the Chamber, but first I would like to consider the actual 

practicalities and the tools which were supplied for this enactment.  

                                                 
84 Laitinen and Lindström 2008, p. 268–272. 
85 Raeff 1983, p. 41–42. 
86 Wakefield 2009, p. 134–144. 
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Idealizing order often leads to utopias of policing. Both Daniel Roche and David Garrioch find 

that order in the city (Paris) was contingent on the development of police institutions and 

advancement of surveillance. To counter revolts the contemporaries felt that everybody’s actions 

had to be watched, every person had to be identified. If the police were perceived as omniscient its 

work would be greatly aided.87 The city was in itself nothing more than the surveillance of infinite 

amounts of objects, or interactions as I prefer to dub them. Though recognized as hard to achieve, 

due to the “obscurity of individual passions”, a means of at least attempting to do so was the 

subdivision of the city into smaller and more manageable parts. The city becoming quartiers, the 

quartiers becoming streets and houses, the stories within the houses being numbered and every 

lodging therein being lettered.88  

As already mentioned inspiration for the Chamber did indeed come specifically from the police 

of Paris, a city of such size that there was little choice but to divide it up into districts, of which 

there were twenty.89 Thus the aspiration was already from the start that also Stockholm should be 

divided up in a similar manner. Exactly how was however a matter of dispute. One of the earliest 

suggestions from the 1720s proposed fourteen districts, and the figure was to fluctuate through the 

years.90 The final proposal by Sparre went as far as to suggest as many as thirty-three districts, each 

of which were to have a supervising kvarterskommissarie, presiding over a number of 

huskvartersmästare responsible for circa ten buildings each. These were to be elected amongst the 

burghers of the city, go without salaries and be aided by the constables of the Chamber.91 It is a 

matter of dispute whether this ambitious plan ever was implemented,92 but the general consensus 

is that it is unlikely.93 

Based on my analysis of the registers I can only state that it is still early to dismiss any 

uncertainty. I find one clear mention of two constables being charged with a particular area (tract), 

indicating that there might have existed some sort of districting in order to aid the Chambers 

work.94 That it however only occurs once in over 2,600 entries, and is not mentioned in any other 

sources, suggests that it was not significant when it came to the Chamber considering its operations. 

When it comes to the personnel the administrative part has been made clear by Staf, who is able 

to list that part of the staff by name and even give the number of janitors with precision.95 When 

it comes to the constables actually walking the streets he dares however only speculate. It is known 

that the Chamber upon its creation took over six supervising constables (gevaldiger) and thirty regular 

                                                 
87 Garrioch 1994, p. 515. 
88 Roche 1987, p. 271–272. 
89 Farge 1993, p. 11. 
90 Wester 1946, p. 52. 
91 Staf 1950, p. 52. 
92 Archeologist and librarian Bengt Järbe claims that it was (Järbe 1975, p. 47), but this was probably informed by the 
non-committal stance of early nineteenth century historian Bertil Boëthius (Boëthius 1943, p. 392). 
93 Berglund 2009, p. 75 and Mattsson 2016a, p. 49. 
94 30/7 no 310 “uti Upsyningsmännen Wttings och Forssells tract å Norrmalm wid Kammakaregatan”. 
95 Staf 1950, p. 59. 
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constables (uppsyningsmän) that had previously worked for the municipal Polity College and gotten 

their salaries from the city. To this was added a number of new positions to be paid by the state, 

the number of which is undocumented. For the year 1812 Staf have been able to determine this 

part of the staff to around 70 individuals. By looking at the roll of police personnel kept between 

1782 and 1800 Staf have also able to describe what sort of men (as all of course were) were being 

recruited. He has found that menservants dominated by far, followed by journeymen, apprentices, 

drudges and workers, in that order, together making up more than half of the men. Those who 

became constables were then men on the lower end, but not the lowest part, of the social strata. 

This is how far Staf goes in these regards during the eighteenth century and no one since have 

dared declare anything beyond it.96 

It should be noted though that the roll starting in 1782 contains employment history, and for 

those entered in it during its initial years it is thus possible to get an idea of how employment 

appeared prior to the roll being constructed.97 By considering all those who are given therein as 

having worked prior to or during 1776, and cross-referencing this with the names occurring as 

reporting constables in the registers, I have however been able to reconstruct a fuller picture. In 

doing this I dare declare that the Chamber from early on had around ten supervising and fifty 

regular constables moving through Stockholm.98 This appears as quite impressive and show the 

priority given to this matter.99 

The centralization of a police force in this manner during the early modern period is identified 

by Foucault as “the most direct expression of royal absolutism”,100 and others informed by him 

have described policemen as “the personification of panopticism”.101 The Royal Police Chamber 

of Stockholm appears to match these statements, at least from an idealized perspective had the 

intent to fulfil it. It has then been made clear what the Chamber was supposed to do, and is now 

time to move on to the analysis of what was actually done and how it was perceived.  

                                                 
96 Staf 1950, p. 486–487. 
97 SE/SSA/0021 Överståthållarämbetet för polisärenden 1 (ÖÄ), 01 Äldre poliskammaren, (DI) Rulla över 
polispersonalen, Volume 1, 1782–1840. 
98 It is hard to say exactly when the circa twenty-four new individuals were hired. In the roll the 21st of June appears 
a significant date as basically everyone employed in 1776 is given as being promoted or employed on that date. This 
is however not supported by the registers, suggesting that those creating the roll were simplifying matters by just 
choosing a generic date when looking back, or that some individuals were working as constables prior to being 
officially hired. 
99 In a forthcoming article Annie Mattsson adds the staff of the other branches of city surveillance and compared 
them with the size of population, thusly she has been able to calculate that the relative figures for Stockholm were 
approaching those of Paris at the time. See Mattsson 2016c, p. 8. 
100 Foucault 1995, p. 213. 
101 McMullan 1998, p. 122. 
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3. The nature of disorder 

Studies of disorderly behaviour tend to focus on crime or more glamorous aspects thereof. Here I 

take the concept of crime as defined by J. A. Sharpe, “as illegal behaviour which, if detected and 

prosecuted, led to a criminal charge answerable in a court of law, and carrying certain penalties”.102 

Indeed, many of the registers entries contain cases clearly criminal in this sense. Also, as the 

Chamber functioned as a police court in its own right, the simple act of entering them into the 

registers could be argued as part of the prosecution. However, it quickly becomes clear that this 

term nonetheless fails to encompass all entries. Not all that was entered was prosecuted or lead to 

charges, and penalties were neither certain nor particular. Some things were detected without being 

criminal, and some of that which appears criminal went unpunished. Therefore, it is clear how the 

here central concept of disorder is useful as it covers those acts that crime might set aside.  

For it is crime, rather than disorder, in Stockholm that generally have been studied through the 

records of its city district courts (Kämnärsrätterna).103 One excellent example of this is Eva Österberg 

and Dag Lindström’s monograph on crime and social control in medieval and early modern 

Swedish towns. The chapter focusing on Stockholm is dominated by the violent crimes that were 

punished through these courts.104 Further aspects are indicated by the research of Jarrick and 

Söderberg, their focus is however also on the district courts, and the Chamber’s material was only 

treated briefly. Likewise, more glamorous aspects of disorder have been treated, including riots, 

uprisings and acts of political significance.105 But the palette of disorder remains incomplete. 

In contrast to all this the cases of lesser magnitude take centre stage in the registers. Here is 

found the more mundane parts of the city’s everyday, so often passed over. When it comes to these 

pettier aspects of disorder and their internal relation more effort has been given in an international 

context. It is however as of yet unclear to what degree the experiences are comparable to those of 

Stockholm. The particular social, cultural, and perhaps especially geographical, conditions cannot 

be disregarded as potential causes for distinct divisions of disorder.  

In 1776 the chamber’s registrator made 2,601 entries into its registers.106 As it begun its 

operations on the 22nd of April, and no material appears after the 15th of December, this comes to 

an average of eleven entries being made on each of those 237 days.107 Here comes then the necessity 

to follow where the material leads and divide these entries into categories of disorder. This will also 

open up for further analysis such as who committed these disorders and where they took place.  

                                                 
102 Sharpe 1982, p. 188. 
103 Boëthius 1943, p. 3–8. 
104 Österberg and Lindström 1988, p. 71, 78 & 88. 
105 Jarrick and Söderberg 1998, p. 190–200, Berglund 2009 and Sennefelt 2011. 
106 Arguably there is actually 2,603 entries. When the very two first cases of the Chamber were entered that register 
was a tabula rasa and the cases were given two entries each, one for when the reports were made and one when they 
were treated in session. This practice was however immediately abandoned, presumably because it was both time-
consuming and wasteful of space. Thus it is in general more accurate to talk about 2,601 proper entries. 
107 Somewhat just above the average in Copenhagen around the same time. See Munck 2007, p. 40. 
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3.1 The what 

Though written almost exclusively by one and the same hand the entries vary quite a lot in phrasing 

and disposition, possibly explained in part by it being the first year this was done, and on the varied 

character of reports. As Annie Mattsson notes the Chamber never indexed its documents (with the 

exception of some high-profile cases) according to some other kind of principal than chronology.108 

This is a feature seemingly shared with the Copenhagen police force, though Thomas Munck’s 

conclusion, in contrast to what I hope to exhibit here, is that this excludes schematic analysis.109 In 

spite of this it is however possible to pin down one or a few phrases that identifies the central issue 

of each particular entry. Sometimes aid has been taken from context, or the motivation for the 

punishment, since the flow of text is not always clear to the degree of saying “This is being entered 

because of X” or that there appear to be a number central issues, but only one which was then 

considered for sentencing. The list given by Sparre, or any other organizing principle, was not being 

used. Upon processing and letting the entries form clusters I have found eight main categories 

which help to identify the perceptions of disorder. These are amply few to be grasped and worked 

with in an orderly fashion, and still reflect the diverse palette of the everyday disorder: 

Table 1 & Figure 1. All entries in the Stockholm Police Chamber’s 1776 registers, divided into categories (N and %)110 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

Though the general idea of these categories is rather clear from their title, true understanding of 

them can only come through going deeper, looking at examples, and motivating why certain entries 

belong where they do. In doing this it becomes necessary to give each of them some set of 

subcategories, to allow for further insights. These will also be useful when it is to cross-referencing 

with other variables and factors, which might raise certain categories as interesting above others.  

3.1.1 Street regulation and sanitation 

The first category, when going in descending order by size, is Street regulation and sanitation.  

                                                 
108 Mattsson 2016b, p. 9. 
109 Munck 2007, p. 41. 
110 Hereto following tables, figures and maps are based on all or a selected group of these entries and thus cover the 
same period and material as here stated. 

Category No of entries Division 

Street regul. & sanitation 955 36.7 % 

Commerce & fraud 872 33.5 % 

Violence & disturbance 433 16.6 % 

Administration 104 4.0 % 

Theft 90 3.5 % 

Vice 48 1.8 % 

Vagrancy & begging 36 1.4 % 

Miscellaneous 63 2.4 % 

Total 2,601 100.0 % 
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Table 2 & Figure 2. Entries of Street regulation and sanitation divided into subcategories (N and %) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

Herein I have placed those things which appeared to the constables as they moved through the 

city, seemingly looking at matters pertaining to general safety. This includes the prevention of fires 

and regulating buildings, one such case contains a Secretary of State who against the direction of 

the Fire Inspection had some of his sheds reroofed with the very same inferior planks that they 

had pulled off on just that day; another case was the wood bearer whose brazier alighted the floor 

of his pub shed, and a third a peddler woman who simply kept an unshielded candle on her table.111  

The constables also came upon streets obstructed by all kinds of blockages. There was the large 

pile of bricks left out by a merchant for an entire winter covering half the walkway, and the farrier 

who pulled up his boat from the water so that it blocked an entire alley. Aside from noting the 

shortcomings of the city’s residents the constables also kept check on the responsibilities of the 

city itself by noting the condition of bridges, roads and pumps. In a few cases missing or broken 

bannisters and large holes were identified as potential or de facto causes of accidents.112  

Several proprietors of buildings had not numbered them in an orderly fashion, and though one 

attempted with chalk it was not seen as doing it properly. Other individuals had not put lanterns 

on their buildings like they were supposed to. Even when it was done there appears to have been 

given no exemption for failing to light them at night, as for example even 30 minutes of missing 

to do so on a house belonging to a goldsmith was meticulously noted.113  

In traffic, coachmen regularly failed to keep to the designated rates and parked in forbidden 

places, one even did so right outside of the residence of the Governor General and Police Chamber 

alike.114 Other than this it was not unusual that individuals took to galloping through the streets, at 

times groups even seem to have held races. Not seldom did this result in overrun and injured 

bystanders or crashes with coaches resulting in clashes between coachmen. This appears to have 

                                                 
111 24/5 no 379, 27/4 no 138 and 25/9 no 185 respectively. (Unless otherwise specified the examples employed 
throughout this thesis is hereafter based on the registers as found in SE/SSA/0021 Överståthållarämbetet för polisärenden 
1 (ÖÄ), 01 Äldre poliskammaren, (CIa1) Diarium, Volume 1–2, 1776. I will reference these using the date and case 
number.)  
112 26/4 no 119, 27/4 no 135 and for example 16/10 no 143. 
113 28/11 no 357 and 8/10 no 65. 
114 25/4 no 95. 

Subcategory No of entries Division 

Sanitation 469 49.1% 

Fire safe. & build. stand. 127 13.3 % 

House numbers 90 9.4 % 

Street traffic 79 8.3 % 

Lantern keeping 46 4.8 % 

Sea traffic 44 4.6 % 

Animal keeping 38 4.0 % 

Blockages 31 3.2 % 

Safety and repairs 31 3.2 % 

Total 955 100.0 % 
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been common when, as one case indicates was the practice, the constables were unable to step in 

and stop the horses.115 Stockholm being a port city, full of channels, a significant part of the 

disorderly traffic also took place on water.116 

Though plentiful, the number of the cases from these subcategories pale in comparison with 

that of sanitation. This is the single biggest subcategory of cases registered by the Chamber through 

the entire year. Herein is found notes on the conditions of streets and gutters, and the plentiful of 

house owners who failed to keep them are duly noted.117 Parallels can be drawn to Daniel Roche, 

who finds in regards to Paris that a “healthy habitat… required healthy streets”, also including the 

homes of the poor, and that failure to achieve this “presented a threat to the city”.118 But in keeping 

one’s own street and gutter clean lines could also be crossed. One who had his own ideas how to 

handle his garbage was the master mason Walmstedt who simply put up a plank wall around it. His 

ingenuity was not appreciated as it not only left the filth out but also blocked half the street.119 

Many were also witnessed in pouring out unclean dishwater or general filth out on the street or 

some other unpermitted spot. Even the garbage cart of Magnus Benedictius, the entrepreneur who 

had a contract with the city to transport its garbage to the dumping grounds, was out of bound for 

impromptu waste. In the course of one single month, on no less than nine occasions, different 

individuals (all women) were detected pouring human excrement on it.120 In spite of this 

Benedicitius himself was far from infallible, and when he neglected his duties entries quickly piled 

up, resulting in complaints on the sloppily performed cleaning of the city as it bothered citizens.121  

The consequences of poorly prepared outhouses were inescapable. Plenty of them were built 

over water, without barrels to gather up and prevent the filth from polluting the channels. Others 

were even more preposterously placed, and inconvenienced neighbours and general citizens to a 

great degree. The shoemaker Forsander built his out into the street, and right up against his 

neighbour’s window, resulting in excrement flowing into the street and causing nasty airs. Perhaps 

worse than this was the widow Wilde’s double-holed outhouse built in her garden, from there it 

ran down the rocks to a pathway used daily by plenty of people, and caused particularly foul odours 

in the July heat. These are just a few examples which might hint at the complexity and diversity of 

the sanitary disorders in the largest city of the nation.122 

There is of course an instrumental element to many of these disorders: Stockholm had, just like 

most other major cities, experienced the consequences of fire running wild.123 Blocked roads filled 

                                                 
115 E.g. 21/5 no 345, 6/9 no 58, 1/10 no 13, 9/12 no 93 and especially 15/6 no 148. 
116 Eggeby and Nyberg 2002, p. 230–231. 
117 E.g. 21/5 no 335–338. 
118 Roche 1987, p. 101. 
119 3/5 no 37. 
120 9/5 no 124, 10/5 no 142, 20/5 no 318 & 320, 21/5 no 325, 327 & 344, 30/5 no 445, 1/6 no 2. 
121 12/8 no 126–128 "Och skall destom renhållningen i Staden ganska oordenteligen förrättas, så att folk alla tider på 
dagen beswäras med elak lukt och smuts." 
122 20/6 no 178 and 23/7 no 243. 
123 Friedrichs 1995, p. 276–279. 
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little function, unlit streets at night invited assaults, galloping horses injured pedestrians and 

unsanitary condition welcomed disease. However, none of these fears were even written out in the 

registers, and there is something here which seems to go beyond just the instrumental. 

When looking at the cases of this category it appears as though what was being most perceived 

and feared as disorderly was the failed interaction between the ideal of the street and its practice. It was 

not appearing as the “space of order” which Laitinen and Lindström identifies that it should.124 

Some cases, such as traffic and animal keeping, are about the interactions moving along the streets. 

Rather than running smoothly, like clockwork, they caused disruptions and hindered the flow of 

the city with their disorder. Following this the majority are about the natural consequences of a city 

such as filth, bad lighting and blockages. Though to be expected these features were nonetheless 

undesired, and previous research have presented dirt as symbolic of greater issues and anxieties 

around boundaries.125 Here there was truly a clash between the idealized and imagined city, and the 

failed reality made abundantly visible for all who walked past. All this is telling of why street regulation 

and sanitation comprises more than a third of the year’s entries. Unlike other categories most of 

these disorders are both highly visible and spatially fixed. They could not simply be hidden or 

ceased with as the constables came strolling along. This, together with the fact that most of them 

would need to be followed up, seems to have led to a precise placement of the disorder often being 

given. Thus these cases might also give an idea of the constables’ movements throughout the city. 

3.1.2 Commerce and fraud 

Second there is the also rather large category of Commerce and fraud.126 

Table 3 & Figure 3. Entries of Commerce and fraud divided into subcategories (N and %) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

The largest subcategory here relates to the running of taverns. About half of these entries concern 

permissions to operate a pub, most of which were not necessarily lacking per se, instead they did 

                                                 
124 Laitinen and Lindström 2008, p. 264. 
125 Thompson 2003, p. 539–540. 
126 Initially I considered choosing the word trade instead of commerce, but concluded that the latter is more apt. The 
reason being that this category is created not only out of entries concerning the act of selling and buying of different 
goods, but also out of social dealings between people and networking in commercial contexts. 

Subcategory No of entries Division 

Pub keeping 327 37.5 % 

Servants & masters 212 24.3 % 

Trading & cheating 154 17.7 % 

Registry fraud 112 12.8 % 

Deceit & debts 29 3.3 % 

Producing & 
smuggling alcohol 24 2.8 % 

Medicine & 
miscellaneous 14 1.6 % 

Total 872 100.0 % 
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not have the bill put out in their own name. Overall there appear to have existed extensive and 

intricate networks for exchanging license bills and doing accounting between different operators. 

One representative case is the widow of a groom, Sophia Widerholtz, who was found running a 

pub and doing the accounts on behalf of the hawker Romark. This was done on the license bill 

number 518, which in turn had originally been assigned to Maria Slintz, the widow of a mason.127 

Other similar cases with careful notes indicate that these convoluted networks were perceived as 

highly disorderly. The other half of tavern-related entries are commonly about someone having 

had employed a maid in the operations without permission, failed to put up proper ordinances and 

tariffs, having used unauthorized measurements or a combination of the aforementioned.  

Amongst servants and masters is found those of the former category who disobeyed or left the 

latter’s service without permission, those of the latter category who failed to rapport or provide the 

former with a bill of service, and those who lacked lawful defence (laga försvar) or applied for it.128  

Trading and cheating encompass all aspects of transactions which were deemed wrongful, such 

as smuggling, buying and selling. Smugglers were usually farmers or sailors attempting to avoid the 

tolls and tariffs on their wares, and sellers sold unlawful wares that they lacked permits to sell. 

Disorderly buyers were for example those who tried to back out of deals or went out onto ships 

before they had docked to avoid competition and tariffs.  

One interesting trend here is women peddlers, who had both the permission to sell and did so 

with appropriate wares, but did so without wearing the peddler’s badge on their arm as dictated.129 

In the entries I find sixteen such women, who are described as having the right to walk around the 

City, as long as they wore their badges. Some of these had been warned about not wearing their 

badges before, and one of them even pulled out badge number 532 from her kirtle when asked 

why her arm was bare.130 This calls into recognition professor Steve Hindle’s studies on the badging 

of deserving poor in England. The unwillingness of these peddlers to wear their badges seems to 

indicate a similar shame ascribed to a physical emblem.131 That it in this instance also was a shame 

of poverty is not too farfetched, as it primarily was defenceless women without any other means 

of maintaining themselves who were given the right to peddle.132 The main difference is of course 

that the badges on this instance could be seen as a signal of a person actually performing labour 

for their upkeep, rather than being dependent, which is in direct contrast to the beggar’s badges. 

There has been no direct research on the badges of peddlers in eighteenth-century Stockholm, and 

                                                 
127 18/7 no 158. 
128 Lawful defence was a legal term denominating someone who operated a business, owned land or had some other 
way of sustaining themselves. Those lacking this needed to have a bill of service, to prove that they had such an 
employer and would not become a burden to the city. See Hayen 2007, p. 17 & 179–180. 
129 There is almost no research on these badges, but a brief summary and example exists in Wiséhn 1991, p. 122–124. 
130 15/5 no 225, 1/7 no 5, 22/7 no 228, 26–27/7 no 286–287, 16/8 no 156–158, 22/8 no 208, 26/8 no 236, 17/9 no 
130 & 135, 17/10 no 147. 
131 Hindle 2004a, p. 3. 
132 Lindberg and Ling 2014, p. 11. 
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therefore it is unsure whether the badges to some degree also were seen as positively charged marks 

of distinction in this manner, or whether they still carried a deterring purpose.133 Unfortunately the 

protocols for any of these cases are not preserved for my current year of study. What is clear 

however from these sixteen individuals is that some indeed chose to spurn the badge, whatever it 

symbolized to them. 

Registry fraud denotes the offence of landlords failing to supply the proper paper work for the 

yearly registration of inhabitants in the city. It could be argued that these cases belong in some 

other category (perhaps Administration treated below). When viewed together it however becomes 

very clear that the issue here was that failure to produce proper paper work went hand in hand 

with proprietors of buildings hiding away their tenants and contracts, the goal presumably being to 

avoid taxes on their rental incomes. That there could exist motivation to do so is shown in the case 

of the carpenter journeyman’s widow Brita Lundbom who had only given her income by rentiers 

as 26 daler silver coin, whereas her contracts added up to 50 daler silver coin.134 

Deceit and debts relate to matters of refusal to pay the latter, and the use of fraudulent passports 

and bills. Seven individuals practiced medicine without official sanction, a handful of people ran 

lotteries where the prices were trinkets of an unclear nature, and lastly a former soldier applied for 

permission to exhibit his Camera Optica with therein existent copper pieces.135 

There appear to exist two separate but closely related issues when it comes to what was 

perceived as disorderly here. Common to both is once more failed interaction between ideal and 

practice, but this time it concerns economic transaction and identification.  

The more basic economic transactions involving trade and debts simply had to be conducted in 

the proper order, to the satisfaction of all parties. Going beyond the instrumental aspect, to invoke 

trust in the economic system and avoid unrest, it however quickly becomes noticeable that most 

of these cases did not necessarily concern interaction between private individuals. If you ran a pub 

you had to have a permit, and not just any, but one made out in your name explicitly. Once you 

had a permit you had make sure to have the relevant ordinances and tariffs at hand, you had to 

make sure to have a sign up, and use the proper measurements. All this identified you as an orderly 

proprietor. In the same manner landlords had to give proper identification of all their renters.  

Other cases were more abstract than this and oriented towards identification. Servants and 

masters had to make sure to handle their interaction in a proper manner. The former had to be 

identifiable by the latter and prepared to exhibit evidence of this in order to assure the city that it 

would not be forced to the aid of those unemployed. Deceit and smuggling all aimed towards 

avoiding identification and cheating in the economic interaction with the city, something which 

                                                 
133 Hindle 2004a, p. 8, 12 & 25–26 and Hindle 2004b, p. 433 & 442–444. 
134 8/11 no 91. The 24 daler silver coin difference could buy 1 ½ barrel of rye (Lagerqvist 2011, p. 67 & 130). 
135 2/5 no 15. 
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often is in the crosshairs of the law.136 Then there is a small subset of these transactions that were 

more transitional. These were those conducted by the peddlers who moved through the streets. 

They not only had to conduct their economic interaction in the right places and the right time, but 

their identification also had to be visible at all times and in the proper fashion. 

Common for all these interactions is that they took place between citizens and the city. Here 

polity appears in the true meaning of the term, focused on governing and administrating the good 

order of this relationship.137 It was in this that orderly identification became important for proper 

economic transaction. These were thus the commercial disorders which the Chamber felt had to 

be avoided so that that control could be enacted and the city avoid being cheated. 

3.1.3 Violence and disturbance 

Thirdly there is Violence and disturbance, where bloodshed occurred, or was at least close at hand. 

Table 4 & Figure 4. Entries of Violence and disturbance divided into subcategories (N and %) 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

The first subcategory covers diverse disorders such as fighting, making ruckus and noise, 

drunkenness, insults and curses, and much more. One might argue that these could be divided up 

further, and that a fight does not quite fit together with some individuals sitting and drinking after 

regulated open hours in their local pub, the latter perhaps belonging amongst cases of commerce.138 

However, that abusive words and violent actions are part of a continuum has been argued by 

others,139 and on looking at the material it is apparent that these offences are related. Fighting often 

goes hand in hand with drunkenness, which in turn often is connected to insults, which often cause 

a disturbing ruckus.140 A brawl could also often start in a pub but would almost inevitably continue 

out into the street, and a row could have begun out on the street but, though it is rarely made clear, 

there is little doubt that at least some of its participants were sitting in a pub just previous.  

                                                 
136 Österberg and Lindström 1988, p. 116–117. 
137 Munck 2007, p. 52–53. 
138 During the week at nine in the evening between the 1st of August and 1st of May, and at ten in the evening 
between the 1st of May and 1st of August, see Kongl. Maj:ts Nådige Förordning, Emot Swalg och Dryckenskap, Gifwen 
Stockholm i Råd-Cammaren den 17 Aprilis 1733. 
139 Walker 2003, p. 23 & 99–100. 
140 See for example Monkkonen 1981, p. 540, Jarrick and Söderberg 1998, p. 78–79 and Berglund 2009, p. 116–118. 

Subcategory No of entries Division 

Pub brawls & street 
rows 397 91.7 % 

Other altercations 22 5.1 % 

Slander & libel 10 2.3 % 

Homicide 4 0.9 % 

Total 433 100.0 % 



31 

Out of the 397 cases relating to brawls and rows, 90 places the pub in the centre. Some of them 

were limited to the keeper allowing guests to stay after allowed hours or gambling.141 This could 

play out calmly, but could also quickly escalate to something much more eventful. On the 4th of 

November when two constables came to the pub number 285, kept by the gardener Diedrich 

Sjöberg, they found the door closed to them. The time was a quarter to nine, and as it was a 

Saturday it should have been closed by seven in the evening, just like any day leading up to a day 

of worship. The door remained shut because of the eight guests to be found inside. Sjöberg’s 

daughter did her best to hide their existence (however forgetting three drinking vessels out on the 

tables) and get them to leave. She did not succeed, as the guests remained on the street outside the 

pub and assaulted the constables with rocks and blows. Just one week later three other constables 

entered the pub number 361, operated by the city watch corporal Anders Wennersten. Inside was 

held a dance with a group of soldiers and an unspecified number of women. They left the pub but 

stayed out on the street, there blocking alleyways, swearing and screaming, all the while rattling 

their sabres on the ground. The constables had to flee through a yard to get out of harm’s way.142 

The remaining 307 cases where the pubs were not in the centre are nonetheless similar to those 

above and can be broken down further. In about half there was one single act given as cause for 

the entry: 17 involve only verbal assaults, 82 only physical assaults, 28 only drunkenness, and 29 

only the causing of ruckus and loud noises. These were the identified components of disorder in 

these cases, and dare to presume that most of them, just like the remaining 151, in actuality 

contained several elements mixed together. One example containing most of them took place on 

the 6th of July. It was a very busy day for the drummer of the dowager queen’s royal regiment 

Nicolaus Wessman: already by one in the afternoon he was severely drunk, when two constables 

arrived at the pub Three Sisters he was in the progress of attacking its keeper with cuts and blows, 

and upon being told to stop and keep himself in check he assaulted them with insults and 

violence.143 Constables thus had risky tasks as the interruption of revelry rarely was appreciated, 

nonetheless the potential for even more chaos if the disorder went uninterrupted is obvious. The 

theme is familiar from Daniel Roche who identifies taverns as centres of trouble for the Parisian 

authorities and scenes where encounters were likely to turn nasty.144 

The so-called other altercations treat a few instances of breaking the sanctity of private homes, 

and general disturbances such as the firing of rifles and throwing stones for entertainment. One 

case involved a maid by the name of Maria Kempe, where the priesthood of the city’s central 

congregation asked how she might best be handled. She was identified as of unsound mind after 

having for several years alternated between different congregations and taking communion at every 

                                                 
141 A common symbol of disorder. See Roche 1987, p. 266. 
142 4/11 no 24 and 10/11 no 110. 
143 8/7 no 60. 
144 Roche 1987, p. 256–258. 
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chance given. Recently she had also started acting strange, having fits and disrupting mass.145 This 

is the only case where it explicitly was matters of religion where disorder had to be countered. 

Then there are three cases of libel and seven complaints of slander. Though not containing any 

obvious use of violence the potential of lies and defamation to cause social disruption is known.146  

Lastly, but surely not least, it can be noted that there are no more than four cases of homicides, 

making up just over 0,15 percent of all entries. Out of these, two appear to have been murders, 

one an apparent manslaughter and the last seems unclear in nature. The unclear case was brought 

forth by a man telling of his unfortunate brother who, new to the city, was threatened and beaten 

by some dragoons at a pub. They forced him to buy them wine and then left the pub with him, 

after which he was not seen until his dead body appeared several weeks later. One of the murders 

was performed by one of the separation guard who stabbed a widow of a former colleague. The 

other was performed by a maid who killed her own six-year-old bastard child.147 

Though Violence and disturbance makes up less than one fifth of the year’s total they are significant 

as they were disorders, in comparison to those in Street regulation and sanitation, that could not be 

planned for and had to be taken care of as they occurred. They were mostly about interactions that 

could transition into confrontations, especially violent such. They spanned from physical altercations 

to the more mellow confrontation of drunkenness, loudness, or simple social interaction, all when 

and where there should have been none, thus disrupting the idealized order of the city. 

3.1.4 Administration 

The perhaps least glamorous of all categories is named precisely what it is about, Administration. 

Table 5 & Figure 5. Entries of Administration divided into subcategories (N and %) 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

                                                 
145 7/10 no 62. 
146 See for example Farge 1989, p. 582–585. 
147 22/5 no 353, 18/11 no 235, 22/7 no 230 and 29/11 no 358. In neither case the motive is apparent from my 
material, to discover it one would have to go to the records of the proper courts where such cases were remitted. 
However, the minute numbers of these extreme offences must be said to be in general congruence with previous 
research on the issue within Stockholm. See Österberg and Lindström 1988, p. 85, Jansson 1998, p. 16 and Jarrick 
and Söderberg 1998, p. 139. Note that the few cases of seeming infanticides that do appear throughout the year are 
treated later, the reason being that there were other forces at play in those than in “regular” homicides. 

Subcategory No of entries Division 

Failure to rep. trav. 64 61.5 % 

Internal affairs 16 15.4 % 

Matters of support or 
residence 14 13.5 % 

Releases and escapes 10 9.6 % 

Total 104 100.0 % 
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Here the Chamber took on internal errands, as in regards to establishing practices, staff matters 

and noting releases or escapes of convicts. Mostly there was however administration concerning 

the population of the city. These are mainly entries about those who had failed to report that they 

were housing new arrivals to Stockholm. Eleven entries are about individuals who were in need of 

poor relief or asked for support in some way (mainly in the form of being allowed to live within 

the city without having a place of employment), whereas three concern potentially new residents 

(one individual just travelling through and two larger groups of Jewish families).  

These cases were just like many concerning commerce and fraud mainly about identification. The 

difference is that rather than economic transactions it was belonging which was in the centre. 

Travellers could very well have a rightful place and belong in the city, but only if they were properly 

accounted for.148 The disorder came from the lack of knowledge that individuals were in the city. 

The matters of support or residence are examples of this interaction working as it should. Those 

who sent in proper applications for support or residence could be given it. This depended on 

whether they were found to belong or not, and indeed almost all were (the notable exception seems 

to be the Jewish families). When it comes to those who were released they could, after having done 

their time, belong and interact with the city once more. In contrast to this, those who had escaped 

their punishment were, by their very definition, not belonging to interact freely with the city and 

its residents. Here the significance of belonging for the enactment of social order is emphasized. 

3.1.5 Theft 

Then there is Theft. Neither it nor Vice here following make up a particularly large portion amongst 

the entries, they are both however particular in nature and easily recognized, thus deserving to be 

treated in categories of their own. 

Table 6 & Figure 6. Entries of Theft divided into subcategories (N and %) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

This category includes stealing and pickpocketing, servants stealing from their master, associating 

with stolen goods, burglaries and robberies. Though each subcategory is rather apparent in their 

                                                 
148 Sennefelt 2008, p. 188 & 190. 

Subcategory No of entries Division 

Stealing and 
pickpocketing 57 63.3 % 

Associating with 
stolen goods 15 16.7 % 

Stealing from one’s 
master 8 8.9 % 

Burglary 8 8.9 % 

Robbery 2 2.2 % 

Total 90 100.0 % 
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content from the title each case has its own layers of complexity. For example, the registers contain 

an entry seemingly straightforward enough, the spinster Maria Lisa Berg is given as having stolen 

a plate of wild strawberries from a poor farmer’s wife.149 This is one of only three cases in this 

category where protocols have been preserved, and through those pages a fuller story is told. Here 

can be read Stina Larsdotter’s, the farmer’s wife, own account: She came to the city and held up on 

the main square with her cart filled with spray of spruce, whereupon the plate of wild strawberries 

laid. Berg expressed interest in purchasing it and a price was agreed upon, but as she did not have 

any money on her Larsdotter’s daughter was sent to follow her to a nearby house, where she 

claimed to be able to get it. Berg went into the building while the girl waited outside. When Berg 

came back outside she had however hidden the plate under her kirtle, and when the girl asked for 

the promised payment she received a blow across her mouth instead. At this moment a crowd, 

which had gathered around them, quickly came together and apprehended Berg, reclaimed the 

plate, and escorted her to the Chamber. Once there, Berg denied everything and gave an alternate 

version, but the stated course of events was confirmed by apprentice wigmaker Johan Petter 

Svedberg who had been part of the crowd and witnessed everything, apparently with great 

interest.150 This shows that the registers, as stated during the introduction, do show the central 

aspects of any case, but also that there are riches to be found if additional material exists. Here is 

also a clear example of what Arlette Farge finds in her study on eighteenth-century Paris, how the 

crowd was attentive and observant of its city, and could spring into action with great agility.151 From 

this it is clear how the masses had interest of preventing disorderly acts such as theft, and that the 

Chamber in just over three months had become the obvious place to come for a resolution.152 

Though it might not be as apparent in all cases I would argue that these are failed interactions 

economic in nature, very much with their own stories. This is easy to note in the example as it has a 

very close connection to commerce and fraud, starting with a transaction gone awry, but also for the 

other cases the key issue could be defined as failed or completely one-sided such. For example, in 

another of these cases where a servant stole from her master, treated in-depth in by Mattsson, the 

reason for that theft was a disagreement on wages.153 Thus the failed integrity of private property 

was connected to trust in the economic system. The disorder of this failure, affecting its victims to 

a great or even devastating degree, is what I believe explains the quick intervention of the crowd. 

                                                 
149 29/6 no 253. 
150 SE/SSA/0021 Överståthållarämbetet för polisärenden 1 (ÖÄ), 01 Äldre poliskammaren, (AIc) Diverse protokoll, 
Volume 1, 1776–1858, 29 June 1776, Maja Lisa Berg. 
151 Farge 1993, p. 171–172. 
152 Also comparable to David Garrioch who argues that this is the case for Paris in particular regards to thievery, see 
Garrioch 1994, p. 516–517. 
153 Mattsson 2016b, p. 1. 
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3.1.6 Vice 

In Vice I have placed almost exclusively entries of a sexual nature.  

Table 7 & Figure 7. Entries of Vice divided into subcategories (N and %) 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

The subcategory of adultery involves cases of intercourse where at least one party was married. 

Fornication and promiscuity cover all other cases where intercourse can be confirmed. Immoral 

living is the name I have given to those cases where it cannot be safely presumed, though the 

implication that it could have taken place is obviously the issue. Many of the cases in these three 

subcategories are likely to represent cases of prostitution. It is hard to tell as the entries are 

inconsistent in their choice of word, generally focusing on the impropriety of the situations, and 

do not specify whether any sort of economic transactions had taken place. One probable example 

of a prostitute is found under fornication and promiscuity. The spinster Catharina Söderberg was 

found wandering the streets two o’clock at night, and a particular point and important factor in her 

arrest was her being known for promiscuous living. But prostitution is, nonetheless, never made 

explicit.154 Counter-intuitive as this might seem it is in accordance with previous research. Historian 

Faramerz Dabhoiwala, upon considering immoral sexuality in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century 

London, brings forth the multifaceted nature of these acts. Prostitution, adultery and bastardy can 

all be encapsulated in single occasions, whereas each of these tended to end up in different 

historical fields (a problem avoided here due to the general focus on disorder). He also finds that 

contemporary attempts to distinguish prostitution as a behaviour rarely match our own modern 

views. The difficulty to separate out this also in the Swedish cases indicate their place in a larger 

European context of sexual immorality.155 

The matrimonial disputes concern two forced and one willing separation, two cases of couples 

fighting, and one woman who to the dismay of her husband refused to recognize him as her spouse 

and let things just go back to normal after he had spent several years out of the country.  Lastly the 

city guard provost Anders Nordström managed to marry two women, but not to keep it secret.156 

                                                 
154 23/11 no 274 and 17/5 no 234. 
155 Dabhoiwala 2000, p. 86–87, 90 & 100. 
156 2/12 no 5 and 25/5 no 254. This was a capital offence (Österberg and Lindström 1988, p. 125). 

Subcategory No of entries Division 

Adultery 18 37.5 % 

Fornication and 
promiscuity 18 37.5 % 

Matrimonial 
disputes 6 12.5 % 

Immoral living 5 10.4 % 

Bigamy 1 2.1 % 

Total 48 100.0 % 
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There is one thing which brings together these cases of implied or implicit acts of fornication, 

promiscuity and immoral living, with the acts of adultery, disputes and bigamy. The lack of clarity 

on the issue tells me that it was not that of potential transactions and acts in themselves which were 

the issue. Instead it was the very of impropriety of the interaction which threatened the matrimonial ideal. 

This appears to have been the main feature of disorder when it came to these cases. 

3.1.7 Vagrancy and begging 

The last specified and smallest category is Vagrancy and begging. Just like the two above I find that 

the particularities of its nature demand that it be treated separately. 

Table 8 & Figure 8. Entries of Vagrancy and begging divided into subcategories (N and %) 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

Almost all entries in this category pertain to someone begging. Six cases concern vagrants where 

five were explicitly identified as such and one woman is given as lurking along the streets during 

the night.157 The only individual in the entire year whose situation would be described as 

homelessness today is Catharina Dickman, the widow of a tanner. Though not the only one found 

sleeping outside (several of those arrested for drunkenness could be found guilty of that), she was 

solitary in it being made explicit that she had been doing it for a longer period of time. At her arrest 

she gave her place of sleep for the past week as between some rocks just beneath the Royal 

Palace.158 

Upon turning to the main act of the category, cases of begging, the entries appear to carry a 

certain sense to them, almost of perfunctoriness. In six entries no arresting constable or 

complainant can be learned, which is unusual.159 Thirteen of the entries give some specificity to the 

offence, for example if the begging took place while seated, while moving along the streets, or from 

                                                 
157 18/5 no 295. Potentially this case might be a companion to the mentioned Catharina Söderberg under Vice, but as 
promiscuity is not hinted at in any obvious way and the wording of the disorderly act is different (stryka) I feel that it 
could as well be described as single case of where the issue was nightwalking (Beaumont 2015, p. 7). 
158 29/6 no 258. 
159 To put this into context that is only the case with one more entry (in that instance regarding vice) for the entire 
year, indicating that there was something particular about these disorders. 

Subcategory No of entries Division 

Begging 29 80.6 % 

Vagrancy 6 16.7 % 

Sleeping outside 1 2.8 % 

Total 36 100.0 % 
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door to door. The other sixteen entries simply state the offence as “begging”. The question is 

whether this should be considered offhandedness, or as simple brevity in very clear cases.  

Considering how much effort went towards debating the poor and preventing begging their 

number could seem small.160 But the entries are rather well spread out across the period of circa 34 

weeks, and on average there can be said to have taken place over one case of vagrancy or begging 

per week, so it might be more apt to consider the amount of other cases as relatively high. When 

it comes to the nature of these cases it should be considered that even the simplest of most other 

disorders usually had arresting constables and further details given. For these reasons the brevity 

of this category’s entries does not suggest to me that they were viewed as unimportant. Rather it 

indicates that they were very clear in nature, and that the very act of begging was perceived as quite 

sufficiently disorderly without further specification. What little information that however was given 

suggest that the nature of disorder can be gathered from the way those who begged appeared to 

the public. For as undesired elements they possessed a great degree of visibility as they moved along 

the streets, causing concerns of both the appearance of the ideal street and intrusion into the city.  

3.1.8 Miscellaneous 

Lastly, though it is not the smallest category, I have gathered the Miscellaneous entries I were unable 

to readily fit elsewhere.  

Table 9 & Figure 9. Entries of Miscellaneous divided into subcategories (N and %) 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

In here there are several deaths. Some were by natural cause and some were undetermined. The 

majority were accidental, and out of those no less than sixteen were by drowning. Five entries 

concern dead infants. Two are about the same case, the only one declared a confirmed infanticide. 

                                                 
160 Potentially due to the success of some intense efforts to reduce begging in the capital going on just a few years 
earlier, e.g. Förnyad Publication, Angående Tiggeriernes hämmande här i Staden. Gifwen Stockholms Rådhus den 12:te Sept. 1763 
and Kungörelse, Angående the anstalter, som komma att widtagas, til Tiggeriernes hämmande här I Staden; Gifwen Stockholm af 
Kongl. Slotts-Cancelliet then 11 Junii 1773. See also for example Höjer and Staf. 1942, p. 161, 198 and especially 302–302 
for a brief summary of “tiggarejagten” (the beggar hunt). See also Blom 1992, p. 174–178. 

Subcategory No of entries Division 

Deaths, accidental 23 36.5 % 

Deaths, natural 4 6.3 % 

Deaths, cause unclear 4 6.3 % 

Dead infants 5 7.9 % 

Suicide 6 9.4 % 

Suicide, attempt 1 1.6 % 

Disappearance 2 3.2 % 

Abandoned infant 2 3.2 % 

Child maltreatment 1 1.6 % 

Running across a roof into a yard 1 1.6 % 

Unlawful house search 1 1.6 % 

Refused attestation 1 1.6 % 

Refused keys 1 1.6 % 

Sumptuary offence 1 1.6 % 

Planting tobacco 2 3.2 % 

Unclear 8 12.7 % 

Total 63 100.0 % 
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In two of the remaining cases no cause of death was determined, and for the last one no external 

damages could be found so it was not regarded as an infanticide, something previous research has 

found was a cause for leniency even in cases with obvious offenders.161  

The final entries are irregular and too disparate to be unified under any single concept: For 

example, one woman complained about being denied keys to the gate of her residence by the 

landlady.162 Here is found the single violation of sumptuary laws as Mrs Maria Söderström was 

caught walking the streets with gold lace on her cap.163 Two people were also entered in the registers 

as having planted tobacco, but rather quickly there was found to be nothing wrong with that, 

exhibiting how practices were indeed tried out and established by the Chamber in this first year. 

3.1.9 Key concepts of the what 

Through the formation of these categories it is possible to say something about the basic nature of 

disorder. The different categories and their subcategories give an indication of what sort of 

disorderly conduct was considered important, or at least feasible, to force order upon once more.  

Though much of what was mentioned by Sparre in his speech and in the new police instruction 

can be found there has appeared a more varied picture than in the normative texts. Looking back 

at the itemized list of central concepts of polity it is striking that religion hardly appears at all, the 

only clear example being Maria Kempe disrupting mass. Free arts and sciences are also absent, 

aside from a few cases related to medicine. The other items do appear but as have been shown it 

would be difficult to keep them apart in the manner Sparre suggested. Health and the conditions 

of roads overlapped greatly, separating discipline in manners from general peace and safety would 

only have diffused their close connection in everyday life, and the category of commerce showed 

how most of those items concerning trade, foodstuff, crafts and servitude were greatly mixed 

together. This exhibits that the ideals of polity do seem to have been at least partly removed from 

and not too well corresponding conceptually with the everyday enactment of social and urban order 

on the ground floor of society. 

Also, regarding the relative proportions between the categories of disorder some aspects might 

seem surprising. When it comes to violence and disturbances they exist to a significant amount, 

but are by far overshadowed by the staggering number of cases concerning street regulation or 

commerce. As mentioned this might have its explanation in the particular nature of the cases. 

Individuals, be they fighting, drunken, or both, were after all mobile and unpredictable. They could 

be hidden behind closed doors or take to running when the constables approached. The patrol 

                                                 
161 Jansson 1998, p. 21–22 and Walker 2003, p. 148–149 & 156. 
162 18/11 no 216. One of the instances where the Chamber is used by citizens for conflict solution through the year. 
This case is interesting as it is the only one not related to trade or employment conflicts. 
163 15/10 no 128. Though conclusions cannot be drawn from only one case this exhibits how further studies are 
warranted to see how the practice of policing clothes in Sweden compares to other European scenes. See Reinke-
Williams 2011, p. 69–70. 
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simply had to happen upon them in the right circumstances. In contrast, a filthy street or piles of 

rubble were not so easily picked up and moved when the heat was moving closer. Nor was a lacking 

lantern easily hung if there was no hook, or a missing house number easily scribbled on. The same 

goes for a pub, whether it was operated without a valid license or by a maid lacking permission. A 

systematic sweep, if such took place, was bound to result in more cases of these categories.  

However, this effect should not be exaggerated. When it comes to Street regulation and sanitation 

there were plenty of circumstances where constables or witnesses had to be at the right place at the 

right time. One could for example mention when horses were being galloped or raced, or when 

unclean fluids were being thrown from somewhere (often an upper-story window) to some other 

place where it should not be (usually the streets or an alley). When it comes to commerce there 

were of course smugglers or those who traded in an improper fashion. Particularly noticeable in 

the last cases are the women street peddlers who moved throughout the city and sold their wares 

in places that they potentially should not and neglected to wear their badges in the proper fashion.  

Laitinen and Lindström proposes that Stockholm, as the capital, was the city in which new 

regulations were realized as fully as possible during the seventeenth century, and where the streets’ 

condition and the behaviour thereupon became an important governmental issue. Beyond the 

initial implementation of street plans they show this trend in ordinances and proclamations.164 The 

picture is here completed with everyday cases in the following century. The city street prevails as a 

complex space of diverse expressions where social order was enacted. Reflected here, in practice, 

is that which had to stand back was the behaviour of citizens which were seen as disorderly. 

The nature of these disorders can be gathered under already hinted at key concepts. Improper 

acts of economic transactions threatened one ideal, just like improper acts of sexuality threatened 

the ideal of matrimony, and failures of identification and lack of belonging could threaten the ideal 

grasp of the city’s residents. Coursing through all of this is interaction in its different forms, unified 

by that they were failed or improper such, threatening order. It should however be noted that the 

street and the interactions which took place there were central beyond others. This is natural, as a 

main task of the constables was to patrol it. But not only was it important that the street was kept 

up to an idealized standard and that the events taking place upon it were orderly. It was on the 

streets that the wrong appearance was noted and designated as disorderly in itself. It was also there 

that many intrusions upon the ideal of the orderly public took place. Finally, though confrontations, 

as have been shown, could start in a pub, it was often in the streets that acts of violence and 

disturbance reached their crescendo. It was the street and the visibility of disorderly interaction (be it 

a peddler woman without her badge, or an impromptu plank wall) which could occur there that 

seemingly occupied almost all of the Chamber’s efforts. All this give a clear indication of what sorts 

of things were perceived as important and central to urban and social everyday order.  

                                                 
164 Laitinen and Lindström 2008, p. 286–287. 
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3.2 The who 

The individuals who appear in the registers have already been touched upon to some degree. It is 

however necessary to move deeper if they are to be understood as a group. Who were they? This 

question holds several potential answers.165  

One such focus on social factors such as gender, age, social position, marital status, and so forth. 

This allow for potentially beneficial comparison with other studies on the demographics of crime. 

However, even with a full understanding of all the factors listed above this approach does not say 

very much about how these individuals were understood by the Chamber, and to what degree they 

themselves were perceived as disorderly by its constables. Thus an additional form of answer is 

needed, one that focus on more cultural aspects and social imaginary, defined by Sarah Maza as “the 

cultural elements from which we construct our understanding of the social world”.166 This 

approach aims towards how the central actors of the entries are described and what aspects of 

identification was a natural part of constables’ social imagination and vocabulary.167 In this the 

question of who they were become more complex. Who were they identified and described as? In 

this I let the material itself lead the way, without the expectancy of particular results.  

These two components, social facts and social imagination, both speak towards the purpose of 

my thesis. Grasping them both and putting them in relation will be an enlightening way forward. 

3.2.1 Social factors 

Before moving on I would like to reiterate once more that not all entries concern offences, in which 

there of course are no offenders to be found. In the cases of applications and the like I have placed 

the supplicants in centre instead. Though these might not occur as disorderly individuals in 

themselves they are found in the registers because of their relation to order in some manner, and 

as such the perceptions of them are just as important as that of more obvious offenders. 

Thus beginning the approach to who with some social factors and hard facts will lay the 

groundwork for understanding these individuals. It will also aid the following analysis of how they 

were understood by their contemporaries in service of the Chamber. I have chosen to consider 

some such factors which have been deemed relevant in previous research.168 

                                                 
165 For starters it should be noted that there can be several answers to who in almost every single entry. There is 
usually someone who was the offender, depending on the disorder there could also be the who of a victim, and 
almost always there was the who bringing the issues before the Chamber. It can also be the case that several 
individuals appeared in each of these roles. Quantifying all of these individuals and ascribing them the correct role 
would be the only way to get a full understanding of all the individuals who left their trace in the registers. But aside 
from this being extremely demanding to do, my interest is in the individuals who were perceived as disorderly, why 
my chosen answer to the question of who are the ones given as offenders or main supplicants. The rest will only be 
treated if deemed necessary in particular cases. 
166 Maza 2003, p. 10. 
167 Groebner 2007, p. 17. 
168 E.g. Berglund 2009, p. 120–121. 
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3.2.1.1 Gender 

Beginning with the division by gender makes sense for many reasons. It is one of the most basic 

factors, almost always made clear through context, and have come to be more and more prevalent 

in the historiography of crime.169 It is also a relevant factor when it comes to understanding certain 

kinds of disorder.170 At the same time however one should try to avoid treating disorders 

differently, with the bias of seeing them as particular to men or women. In spite of this gender is 

useful when it comes to initiating a grasp of who the main parties in the different entries are, and 

aid understanding of the conditions upon proceeding the investigation.171 

Table 10. Entries’ central individuals divided by gender (N and %) 

Main "who" of the case, gender Number of entries Division 

Man, alone 1,473 56.6 % 

Men, more than one 197 7.6 % 

Woman, alone 628 24.1 % 

Women, more than one 83 3.2 % 

Both genders represented 115 4.4 % 

Unspecified or unknown 8 0.3 % 

Lacking central individuals 97 3.7 % 

Total 2,601 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

Focusing on the 2,381 entries where gender appears unmixed some conclusions may be drawn. 

For one thing there are more men than women. This is overall in accordance with previous research 

of criminal and disorderly behaviour.172 However it should be noted that the women make up 711 

of these, or 29.9 percent. This is after all a significant general occurrence of women, and I believe 

it can be explained by the quotidian nature of this material. Men are more likely to appear in the 

courts where acts of serious violence are being treated.173 But here, in the mundane, women appear 

as more likely to occupy space and act disorderly. Another thing which might be interesting to note 

is that the ratio of single to several individuals match up all but perfectly between the genders.  

Table 11. Entries with the central individuals being exclusively male or female (N and %) 

Main "who" of case, men No of entries Division Main "who" of case, women No of entries Division 

Alone 1,473 88.2 % Alone 628 88.5 % 

More than one 197 11.8 % More than one 83 11.7 % 

Total 1,670 100.0 % Total 711 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

To me this indicates that these figures are solid when it comes to the representation of women in 

everyday disorders. The next step is to look at whether the genders can be connected to certain 

                                                 
169 Walker 2003, p. 1–3. 
170 Berglund 2009, e.g. p. 122–123. For example, Berglund find that women are all but completely absent from the 
records when it comes to riots. 
171 97 entries lack central individuals. Almost all of these cases concern issues of street regulation and sanitation. It is 
mostly issues of safety where the city was responsible itself or cases of filth in public areas that could not be ascribed 
to any particular individual. The unspecified category concerns some cases where there is an implied knowledge that 
was never written out. The remaining and dominant categories speak for themselves. 
172 Jarrick and Söderberg 1998, p. 188. 
173 Walker 2003, p. 25 & 33. 
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categories of disorder. Any discrepancy between the general divide of the categories and the 

genders in comparison of the same will indicate over- and underrepresentation. 

Table 12. Comparison of categories between central individuals being exclusively male or female (N and %) 

Category No of entries Division Entries, men Division Entries, women Division 

Street reg. & sanitation 955 36.7 % 693 41.5 % 155 21.8 % 

Commerce & fraud 872 33.5 % 452 27.1 % 379 53.3 % 

Violence & disturbance 433 16.6 % 332 19.9 % 59 8.3 % 

Administration 104 4.0 % 61 3.7 % 33 4.6 % 

Theft 90 3.5 % 59 3.5 % 27 3.8 % 

Vice 48 1.8 % 9 0.5 % 27 3.8 % 

Vagrancy & begging 36 1.4 % 18 1.1 % 18 2.5 % 

Miscellaneous 63 2.4 % 46 2.8 % 13 1.8 % 

Total 2,601 100.0 % 1,670 100.0 % 711 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

From this can be read for example that men are overrepresented in cases regarding street 

regulation. The explanation for this appears to be that the one held accountable for a filthy street 

was the owner of the adjoining property, generally a man. Men also occur in a larger than their fair 

share of entries about Violence and disturbance, which correspond with previous research. It should 

also be noted that in the entries where women were responsible for violence and disturbances the 

clear majority concern keeping pubs open too late. Thus they were generally involved in 

disturbances and the potential facilitation of violence. Only a few entries are about the verbal or 

physical abuse exercised by women, but they did occur, and when they did men just like children 

and other women were potential victims. This substantiates Walker’s argument that women 

committing offences are not essentially different from men.174  

In contrast to this the women have a larger part in entries about Commerce and fraud (where men 

instead are underrepresented). More than half of their entries concern such issues. This resonates 

with the fact that all the street peddlers mentioned above were women. It would appear that this 

sort of street commerce was one of the arenas where women were allowed to participate in their 

own right. (In contrast plenty of other avenues such guilds and networks, with their own ways of 

countering disorders internally, laid open for men.)175 Thus they had a greater chance of behaving 

disorderly within it. Something which might be connected to a suggested, though unsure, particular 

assertiveness of early modern urban women.176  

Vice also stands out for women as a category where they were three times as likely to appear as 

men. This appears to confirm the idea that women’s sexuality and honour could be particularly 

disruptive of the marital ideals.177 Beyond this, what should be taken away from here is that both 

men and women occur cross all categories of disorder. Also note that those offences which perhaps 

                                                 
174 Walker 2003, p. 111. 
175 Ågren 2007, p. 26–32. These avenues might of course be accessible to women also, see for example Crowston 
2008, but rarely with the same ease and only with particular preconditions fulfilled. 
176 Hunt 2000, p. 107. 
177 Shepard 2006, p. 153–154. 
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might be considered “femininely” coded, such as infanticides or those in Vice, are in a clear minority 

to the rest. This is in full accordance with the argument of Walker that women commit much more 

“male” crimes than they do “female” ones.178 

3.2.1.2 Social position 

When it comes to social position, I have chosen to present only those entries with centre on a single 

man or woman.179 The ones with more individuals than one generally contain several different 

occupations and social positions, and thus complicate any simple overview.180 

Table 13. Social position of singular male and female central individuals (N and %) 

Social position: Men, alone: Division: Women, alone: Division: 

Nobility and high officials: 78 5.3 % 11 1.8 % 

Clergy: 7 0.5 % 1 0.2 % 

High military officers: 11 0.7 % 0 0.0 % 

Bureaucrats and administrators: 53 3.6 % 10 1.6 % 

Burghers and businessmen (subgroups distinguished): 63 4.3 % 14 2.2 % 

Artisans and craftsmen: 275 18.7 % 86 13.7 % 

Factory owners, directors and superintendents: 78 5.3 % 3 0.5 % 

Merchants, traders and peddlers: 94 6.4 % 39 6.2 % 

Pub keepers and restaurateurs: 40 2.7 % 64 10.2 % 

Sea captains, skippers and first mates: 87 5.9 % 9 1.4 % 

Guards, city watchmen and customs officers: 91 6.2 % 30 4.8 % 

Lower military officers, soldiers and sailors: 190 12.9 % 52 8.3 % 

Peasantry: 27 1.8 % 1 0.2 % 

Servants: 34 2.3 % 52 8.3 % 

Journeymen: 106 7.2 % 25 4.0 % 

Drudges: 115 7.8 % 17 2.7 % 

Labourers and apprentices: 75 5.1 % 18 2.9 % 

Spinsters: 0 0.0 % 16 2.5 % 

Lowly individuals: 12 0.8 % 27 4.3 % 

Unknown: 37 2.5 % 153 24.4 % 

Total: 1,473 100.0 % 628 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

As can be seen, the registers actually provide quite a neat cross-section of the estate society. There 

is a general dominance of burghers, businessmen and those who might work for the same. Soldiers 

and sailors are prevalent. But also nobility, higher state and city officials, and clergy appear. A not 

insignificant number of the peasantry in this urban setting completes the ideal picture. Lowly and 

                                                 
178 Walker 2003, p. 4. 
179 The social categories used are basically of my own construct. The classical ones of Sten Carlsson for society as a 
whole is a bit blunt for my purpose (Carlsson 1949, p. 34). The same goes for those used by Jarrick and Söderberg 
(Jarrick and Söderberg 1998, p. 223). In contrast those employed by Mats Hayen’s are not blunt enough for my 
limited space (Hayen 2007, e.g. p. 79). Rather, the ones used by Mats Berglund have been highly inspiring, but 
expanded upon, as the social spread in the registers is much greater than that he finds amongst participants in riots 
(Berglund 2009, p. 409). 
180 Diving deep into these entries in particular would be a brilliant way to study social interaction and networking. It 
is for example easily readable what sort of people might be at the same pub at a given moment. However, as that is 
not my aim here, and it is a project which would fill a thesis on its own if it is to be done properly, I leave it aside for 
now. It could be mentioned however that a quick glance indicates that lower military officers, soldiers and sailors are 
overrepresented in entries with multiple men, and pub keepers and restaurateurs in entries with multiple women. 



44 

unknown individuals bring forth the reality of it.181 It is not representative of the country as a whole, 

but when it comes to the population of a city there are no great surprises.182 It should also be 

mentioned regarding the women that I have indicated the social status which was generally gained 

through their husband. If I were to include only those women who gained their position through 

their own profession those left would basically be the spinsters, pub keepers, peddlers and servants.  

When it comes to what groups occur in relation to which disorders general expectations seem 

to be confirmed: Those high up in the social hierarchy often appear as owners of property related 

to failed sanitation, or as masters in relation to servants. Peasants generally appear in relation to 

Commerce or fraud, quite often for attempting to bypass the tolls. Burghers and businessmen are, just 

like when it came to the city in general, all over the place, but mainly occur in relation to regulation 

and sanitation. Guards, soldiers, servant, journeymen and the like mainly materialize in relation to 

Violence and disturbance, but they are spread out amongst the categories as well.183 

3.2.1.3 Some less occurring factors 

There are some social factors which are not as commonly indicated. In spite of this the degree to 

which they are given might be interesting prior to moving on to the next section of the study. The 

first of these factors is marital status, it is given in sufficient cases to be presented in the table below: 

Table 14. Specified marital status of central individuals by gender (N and %) 

Marital status by gender Number of entries Division 

Men, specified as married, widowed or betrothed 5 0.2 % 

Men, unspecified 1,666 64.1 % 

Women, specified as married, widowed or betrothed 437 16.8 % 

Women, unspecified 274 10.5 % 

Married couples occurring together 18 0.7 % 

Both genders, at least one specified 34 1.3 % 

Both genders, unspecified 62 2.4 % 

Gender or status not specified 105 4.0 % 

Total 2,601 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

From this can be read that marital status was made explicit in most entries concerning women, 

where it occurs almost twice as many times as it does not. This can be connected to status as 

married women generally had social position specified through the matrimonial. The women where 

it was unspecified generally appear to have been unmarried. This is in telling difference to men. 

Only in five entries is it specified, three of which where it was noted implicitly as couples appeared 

                                                 
181 Regarding individuals whose social position is unclear or unknown it is likely that several of them would best fit in 
amongst lowly individuals, which includes loose individuals, beggars and so forth, but I dare not guess. Furthermore, 
the great number of women within this category is explained by the fact that plenty of women were given by their 
matrimonial status without disclosing the position of their household, thus complicating their placement in the table. 
182 Eggeby and Nyberg 2002, p. 193. 
183 Further results of this nature will appear in the following subchapters, but full details about the genders social 
division between categories of disorder may be found in appendix 1. 
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together, and the remaining two are instances of vice where their position as betrothed was relevant 

to the case. The general and legal structures of early modern European societies give at hand that 

there would be a discrepancy between the genders, something greatly confirmed in this context.  

Moving on there is the factor of age, at times recognized as an important factor when it comes 

to disorderly behaviour.184 When it comes to the registers however it was only rarely made explicit. 

I can find it in no more than 31 entries (around 1 percent of the total). It occurs only in connection 

with those very young or very old. Six concern new-borns or infants while nine only were described 

as “young” individuals. Amongst the more specified I find eight between 5 and 15 years of age 

whereas five continue up to 25 years of age. This indicates that youth was important as it related 

to whether they were minors, and if so, who was responsible for them. Those somewhat higher up 

in the ages were servants. There are only three individuals described as old, all women. Two were 

just called old, whereas Anna Hahn got specified as 80 years old. The specificity was probably due 

to the notability of her case, as she cut her own throat. Overall this disinterest in age is in line with 

previous research on Stockholm and the authorities’ notations on disorderly individuals.185 

Finally, I am taking a cue from the concept of belonging as derived above. When it comes to those 

identified as non-native to Stockholm they were a significant minority. 156 entries (6.0 percent of 

the total) include someone originating from outside the city. A miniscule number of these were 

actual foreigners, but in general they were residents of other communities travelling to Stockholm. 

Most can be related to trade, and as such were likely to leave again and thus their belonging was 

left aside. However, there are indeed some interesting individuals identified as not belonging who 

arrived to the city with the hope of gaining residence. These will be treated closer regarding social 

imagination, when belonging will be explored further. This is what can be seen in the registers on 

the subject of actual citizenship, appearing to have been presumed in all other cases. 

From all of this have been learned some hard facts about those who occurred in the Chamber’s 

registers. The average person was a resident male burgher or soldier, of unclear marital status and 

age. In spite of this however the full overview presents a surprisingly heterogeneous bunch. Though 

there are variations between categories those who occurred could be of either gender and from the 

whole social spectrum. This sets the scene for moving forward to social imagination and a study 

on how this diverse group was perceived and described by the constables. 

3.2.2 Social imaginary 

In this section I aim to consider the modes used by the constables to describe and pinpoint 

individuals. As mentioned above there is no particular column or field which was used for this. 

The information here sought after is recorded in the general column regarding the nature of an 

                                                 
184 Shepard 2006, p. 94–96. 
185 Berglund 2009, p. 123. 
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entry, and jumbled together with everything else. Those terms and concepts which were used for 

describing individuals, the tools for imaginative construction of social order,186 I will hereafter call 

aspects of identification. Upon excerpting these patterns start to appear.  

To begin with it must be reiterated that the registers were the main part of the Chamber’s 

reference material. As mentioned in the introduction when discussing the archive Annie Mattsson 

has pointed out that they are one of only two parts of the Chamber’s archive found in bound 

volumes, thus allowing for easy and accessible use upon instances beyond the entry being made.187 

The second part of the archive disposed in bound volumes are the indexes of registers, and as such 

they are very telling about the aspects of identification above others. In the indexes the main 

individuals of most entries can be found, and referrals are made to the page or pages where they 

occur in the registers. The alphabetical sorting makes the indexes readily available and useful for 

finding any particular individual, and their aspect of identification must thus be considered primary. 

It should come as no surprise that this aspect is name, an often central part of identification and 

record-keeping.188 Sorted by the first letter of the surname any individual was easily found, whether 

it was by their own wish to find the documentation concerning their case or the need of the 

Chamber to identify and keep check on repeat offenders.189 In almost every entry, where there were 

individuals in the centre, a name was part of the identifying mechanism. Out of 2,504 such entries 

only 31 fail to give any names.190 

3.2.2.1 Aspects of identification 

Though names are the solitary aspects of identification in the indexes, and of obvious importance 

in the registers, the picture nonetheless immediately become more convoluted. What is found is a 

diverse spectrum with different degrees of complexity, speaking towards the ongoing recognition 

in our field that simple models are insufficient to capture early modern social relations.191 The 

different aspects of identification I have found are presented in the following table.192 

 

                                                 
186 Braddick and Walter 2001, p. 8 & 25. 
187 Mattsson 2016b, p. 8. 
188 Groebner 2007, p. 65–67. 
189 SE/SSA/0021 Överståthållarämbetet för polisärenden 1 (ÖÄ), 01 Äldre poliskammaren, (CIa2) Register till 
diarium, Volume 1, 1776–1780. 
190 Out of these, thirteen entries concern cases where the individuals were identified via their affiliations: Servants 
and workers were identified via their employers, a group of soldier via their regiment, and a ten-year-old boy who 
had drowned was made known via his father. The other eighteen concern cases where identification was not 
possible. This involves robberies, violent disturbances, gambling in the streets, and the smuggling of alcohol. In a 
few instances of arson, burglary and abandoned infants the avoidances of detection have been complete, without any 
suspect seen.  
191 Braddick and Walter 2001, p. 4–5 & 16. 
192 Note that several aspects of identification could be employed in a single entry. Thus the number of aspects here 
summarized surpass the number of entries which are their basis. Rather than just listing them I have however chosen 
to compare the occurrences of the different aspects in relation to the total number of entries from which they are 
taken, as to show to what degree some aspects dominated. 
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Table 15. Aspects of identification (N and %) 

Aspects of identification No of occurrences in entries % of the total 2,504 entries 

Name 2473 98.8 % 

Activity 1893 75.6 % 

Marital status 396 15.8 % 

Household 207 8.3 % 

Other affiliation 165 6.6 % 

Origin 156 6.2 % 

Gender 108 4.3 % 

Responsibility 73 2.9 % 

Place of residence 43 1.7 % 

Status 40 1.6 % 

Character 22 0.9 % 

Age 14 0.6 % 

Disability 9 0.4 % 

Group 8 0.3 % 

Background 7 0.3 % 

Military number 6 0.2 % 

Religion 2 0.1 % 

Total 5,622 224.5 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

After name the second aspect dominating the registers is what I call acitivty. It designates that by 

which individuals sustained themselves and gained their position in society (the basis of social 

position as presented above).193 Broken down further this activity is either their military rank, their 

trade, or their occupation. Usually given as a current state, but former such could also be given. 

Then there is a set of more or less uncommon aspects, the details of which are treated as I move 

along. What is relevant at this stage is apparent from these numbers, most individuals had several 

aspects related to them: It was highly unusual to only use one aspect, some sort of combination 

was standard when it came to identification and description. These combinations I call modes of 

description, they can be more or less complex, utilizing few or several aspects, they might also 

question or expand upon particular aspects. Here the commonality of different such is represented. 

Figure 10. Modes of description (N=2,504 and %) 

  

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

                                                 
193 The reason then that this number does not match the that given in table 13 above is that most of those who 
placed within “lowly individuals” and “unknown” lack any activity to be identified via this definition. Likewise, the 
fact that the data in this table in regards to marital status, age and belonging do not directly correspond with that 
given in subchapter 3.2.1.3 on less occurring social factors stem from different aims and modes of extraction. 
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As can be seen almost all entries weight towards the middle, though there are small but significant 

extremes at either end. Seemingly suggesting unequal amounts of identity for different 

individuals.194 These extremes tend to go beyond, or use the more uncommon of, the aspects 

presented in the table. In order to understand them it is however first necessary to understand the 

functioning of the more normative modes, and how they could appear in practice. 

Before doing this however I would like to note that no gender bias is apparent when it comes 

to the main modes of description. Upon relating modes to entries where only one individual of 

each gender are represented, the spread is generally consistent.195 Thus the middle modes are 

emphasized and substantiated as the norm. Differences only start to occur in the extreme ends 

where the sample is significantly thinned out, and these need to be treated separately below anyhow. 

But, to begin with it is as already mentioned necessary to grasp the more normative modes. 

3.2.2.2 Simple modes of description 

By far dominant are the modes of description which have double aspects, 1,800 entries (71.9 

percent of those where there is someone to identify) are examples of this. Nine out of the above 

mentioned entries without names are found here. The rest are the combination of a name and 

some other aspect, most (1,292 entries) combine it with activity. 

When it comes to the men identified in this manner they span from lowest to highest in regards 

to social position. There is both “the beggar Hindr: Lindbom”196 and the baron Johan Cahman 

who had issues with both an outhouse and unclean gutters by his property.197 The field is not quite 

so diverse when it comes to the women. Out of 103 entries, about only women who were identified 

in this manner, 44 are about pub keepers, 27 about peddlers, 15 about spinsters, 15 about 

servants,198 one about a factory worker, and one concerning some oarswomen. It is telling that the 

few women identified via their activities generally were practicing the femininely coded occupations 

which were found to be dominant amongst women’s social position. 

Even if few women were identified via their name and current activities it is notable that none 

were done so via former activities. This was reserved for men, and in the context of double aspects 

there are 40 of them. In contrast women were in 64 instances identified with their name and 

                                                 
194 Groebner 2007, p. 25–27. 
195 The double aspect keeps to around 72 percent for both men and women, the same goes for triple which keep 
around 20 percent, quadruple around 2 percent and quintuple where there is one of each gender. In summary the 
genders in regards to these modes of description never diverge more than one percentage point from each other. 
196 17/10 no 157 ”tiggaren Hindr: Lindbom”. He is the only individual throughout the year arrested for begging who 
is actually given it as an identifying aspect, a rarity that appear to go at odds with familiar tropes (Jütte 1994, p. 14). It 
might also be contrasted towards the efforts devoted to preventing beggars (“the beggar hunt”, briefly mentioned in 
subchapter 3.1.7) and other European cases where at least on the level of debate people often were defined by this 
very trait (Carter 2013, p. 97). The sample here is too small to draw any conclusions, but why this is so rare warrant 
further study on following years. 
197 3 & 26/6 no 18 & 225 ”Baron Cahman”. 
198 Included here are only those women identified by the ambiguous term “piga” where the context makes clear its 
meaning as servant rather than young woman. 
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prefixes denominating their gender while also implying youth or character.199 In contrast these sorts 

of prefixes occurred with men only in 15 instances when it comes to age and 4 when it comes to 

character.200 Especially regarding character there seems to exist a proximity to the individuals being 

disorderly in themselves. The bad character of women was often directly connected to their 

offence, usually mismanagement of their service. The same appears true for younger men, whereas 

those older had their poor character connected to arguments that they should be drafted. This link 

between a low position on the social ladder with a perceived equally low place on the moral 

hierarchy has been argued by historians before, in recent years notably by Alexandra Shepard.201 

The by far most common second identifying aspect for women was their marital status. In 278 

entries this was given, implying their husbands, but still putting the women themselves in the 

centre. This involved making clear that they were widows, or that they were married to men of a 

particular position, while their own names still occurred. In 90 entries this was taken a step further, 

and it was the household that came into focus. The women were given only as the widows or wives 

of certain men, with their names implied by their husbands’. Only in 16 entries were male servants, 

employees and sons, similarly identified exclusively by their affiliation to their patriarch, and only in 

a couple of high status instances were women placed above men as heads of households. It should 

be noted that this is unlike what has been found common with court sessions, where the head of 

the household for legal reasons could be placed in the centre as responsible for those under his 

care. Here it is part of identification, but it was still the subject thus described who was in the centre 

of the inquiry. This was likely the case due to the investigative and not litigative nature of this 

material, and thus indicating a lesser risk that women were excluded from accounts.202 Finally, there 

is one entry about a man identified by his name and his origin, Per Persson from the parish of Lenna. 

To summarize the additional aspects of identification here are then activity (former or current), 

gender, age, character, marital status, household, other affiliation and geographical origin. Any of these 

together with a name must then be said to form the most basic mode of identification. That men’s 

activities occurred not only in their own identification but also to those they relate to via household or 

other affiliation makes it the second most occurring aspect by far. However, it was not restricted to 

men. Though the women with their own activity paired with their name were few, they emphasize 

how the modes here predominantly relate to that which gave support and position in society.  

All this says something about what was deemed most important for identifying the people by 

the Chamber. This in in turn speaks to what for the same reason seems to have been considered 

culturally important and significant for social relations in this society. Following Phil Withington, 

that which is exhibited here are different forms of accepted participations in the community.203 For 

                                                 
199 For example: “qwinfolk”, “qwinsperson”, “piga”, “fruntimmer”, “jungfru”, “mademoiselle”, and “flickan”. 
200 This applies to the term ”gosse” or ”gossarne” where no servitude is made clear and men identified as loose. 
201 Shepard 2008, p. 82 & 92. 
202 Walker 2003, p. 12. 
203 Withington 2000, p. 139. 
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men this, hardly surprising, mainly appeared as having a proper occupation for supporting yourself 

and your household, and for women it was either to be part of such a household or for those 

unmarried to have an occupation of their own. If this is correct and these indeed were the 

normative modes of identification a representative spread of them should occur arguably evenly 

throughout the different categories of disorder found in the previous chapter. This indeed appears 

to be the case when a comparison is made between the spread of the two main modes of 

description and the found overall division between the categories of disorder. 

Table 16. Comparison of categories between double and triple modes of description (N and %) 

Category All entries Division Double Division Triple Division 

Street regulation & sanitation 955 36.7 % 693 38.5 % 160 30.7 % 

Commerce & fraud 872 33.5 % 543 30.2 % 234 44.8 % 

Violence & disturbance 433 16.6 % 352 19.6 % 64 12.3 % 

Administration 104 4.0 % 56 3.1 % 24 4.6 % 

Theft 90 3.5 % 65 3.6 % 14 2.7 % 

Vice 48 1.8 % 35 1.9 % 6 1.1 % 

Vagrancy & begging 36 1.4 % 22 1.2 % 6 1.1 % 

Miscellaneous 63 2.4 % 34 1.9 % 14 2.7 % 

Total 2,601 100.0 % 1,800 100.0 % 522 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

As is clear the spread of double aspect modes of description match the general spread of cases 

quite well, the difference never being more than a few percentage points. This suggests that this 

double aspect mode of description which I have identified is indeed representative as an unbiased 

norm used by the Chamber. It also implies that there is no necessary connection between this 

particular mode and any specific kind of disorder, at least at this level. Note however that the 

relation starts to diverge somewhat as more aspects are added and the modes get more complex. 

3.2.2.3 Complex modes of description 

When it comes to the more complex modes of description, where a third (522 entries), a fourth 

(56 entries), or a fifth (only 2 entries) aspect was added, the basics were generally the same. Looking 

at these 580 entries together it becomes clear that in more than half of the instances (314 entries) 

the additions were simply to make identifications more precise. For example, to the military men 

where rank and name was not enough, their company or commanding officer was added. When it 

comes to trades and occupations, of both men and women, their master or employer was often 

made explicit. Per Persson from Lenna is also joined by the bulk of those who did not quite belong, 

as the individuals whose origin could be determined as external had it tacked to their identity.  

The only completely new aspect here is that meant to denote nothing but status. It mainly became 

those who had quite a lot of it. Though Cahman had his peerage presented in a simple manner, a 

majority of those possessing it had their gentlemanliness or ladyhood properly spelled out, 

suggesting that distinguishing the city’s better was not something the constables were blind to. 

Representatives of this are for example “Frau Countess Hårleman”, and “His Exellence Mr. 

Counsellor of the Realm Ulric Scheffer”, both noted for the sanitary conditions outside of their 
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properties.204 Overall it is in Street regulation and sanitation where these sorts of individuals appear, in 

regards to their estates, or sometimes pertaining to commerce. In a few exceptions it regards 

Violence or disturbance, but never Theft or the like. In spite of this the general correspondence between 

modes of description and categories of disorder is not much affected. 

The more complex modes of description start to diverge and cluster around cases of Commerce 

and fraud. In the above table it goes from 30.2 to 44.8 percent, and by the fourth and fifth aspects 

it is all the way up by 63.8 percent (whilst the connection to all other categories decrease). The 

explanation is found in the remaining 266 entries with complex modes. In these identification was 

directly related to the very disorder which had taken place. This fits well into the concluded 

connection between identification and successful economic interaction found when the categories 

were analysed in the previous chapter. Almost 200 of these 266 entries are categorized as Commerce 

and fraud. They are about such things as employees lacking letters of defence from their masters, 

servants unlawfully leaving their affiliated employers, or pub keepers failing to follow the tariff or 

keep proper permits for the pubs which they were responsible. In the same way the pub keepers’ 

responsibility was relevant in cases of violence and disturbances where their pub was the issue. 

Similar to this some pertain to the administrative category, as some individuals who had neglected 

to report the travellers they were housing, had as part of their identity their place of residence.  

Though most of the individuals occurring in these 580 entries with complex modes do not 

appear to have been perceived as disorderly in themselves, there are disorderly aspects which were 

being tacked to them, why the complexity of their descriptions are more substantial than most. 

Here is seen a close connection between identification and social positioning. It makes visible 

something essential to order, hierarchies. Anyone not deemed responsible for themselves, and thus 

covered by the simpler modes of description, had to have someone else take responsibility for them. 

The few individuals who go beyond this are some who had their former punishments included in 

their description. For example, the aforementioned spinster Maria Lisa Berg who stole wild 

strawberries, her added aspects consider not only the ins and outs of her employment, but also the 

fact that she had been previously punished for stealing. Here then, towards one end of the 

spectrum, is found descriptions which indicate the disorderly character of certain individuals.  

3.2.2.4 Singular aspects and poor characters 

Thus taking a step back and considering the modes of description which span from a double to a 

quintuple aspect, it is clear why they cover 2,380 entries and 95 percent of those where individuals 

were in the centre. They cover the basic essentials of what was needed for successful identification, 

and what was the general normative aspect of this. Some hints of individuals being perceived as 

disorderly by their very nature have however been seen. The simpler modes of this are found where 

                                                 
204 13/5 no 166 & 9/7 no 96 “Fru Grefwinnan Hårleman” and “Hans Exellence hr Riksrådet Ulric Scheffer”. 
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gender, age and character was an aspect. Contrasting this are modes where the descriptions became 

rather complex, and started to relate to the particularities of the case or individuals. This holds the 

key to understanding the extremes at the ends of the spectrum where the remaining 5 percent are 

fairly evenly divided up on either side. To begin with, there are 54 entries (2.2 percent) at the 

“lower” end, with only one single aspect. The question to be answered is why these modes of 

description distance themselves from the norm and become singular.  

Eight of the entries have already been touched upon as they lack names of individuals, they 

concern cases where identification has not been possible. In these the aspect of identification 

concerns their character, e.g. “someone disgraceful” who attempted arson, or their unfamiliarity, 

e.g. “one unknown person”205 who threw the barrel of distilled liquor they were smuggling and ran 

away. Three further entries concern groups described only as heirs to someone. The remaining 43 

entries are fascinating as they go down to the bare essential aspect of identification, names. One 

entry stands apart as it involves a large group of both genders, it appears to be a block coming 

together and asking the Chamber about the best manner to construct their sewage line as to prevent 

foul odours. Then there are 23 entries of women and 19 of men only identified by their name. In 

what circumstances did such disrobed descriptions occur, and who were these individuals? 

In one way or another almost all of these individuals were being considered in the registers due 

to them having issues supporting themselves. Some appeared not as offenders, but as supplicants. 

One woman asked to be allowed to stay in the city for a fortnight, after which she hoped to 

continue her travels, another woman petitioned for the right to sell her homebrewed beverages, 

while three men asked for allowance to walk through the city selling newspapers. They were 

obviously considered as doing the right thing, as permission was given in three of the cases, and 

(hopefully not still) pending in the other two.206 More troubling were the remaining 37 individuals 

who failed to find support in any accepted manner. This seemingly came with a problematic 

uncertainty which appears essential to the nature of disorder in regards to individuals themselves. 

Their offences were related to a loose position in society, and were tacked on almost as a suffix 

simultaneously describing their character. This is the case across categories: When it comes to 

Commerce and fraud there is Engla Lena Wållfram who was brought up for being “without service” 

and “one by the name of Jacob Andahl” who was found to be without defence. Under Vagrancy 

and begging Olof Geting was one of many simply arrested for “begging”, and when it comes to Vice 

Sara Wigerstedt was reported as “infected with venereal disease and being loose and immoral”. 207 

So it continues on.  

Common for these individuals appears to be that they, matching previous research on such 

issues, were those on the fringe, those who walked the border, and ideally should not belong within 

                                                 
205 18/11 no 219 “någon wanartig” and 26/11 no 308 “en okjänd person”. 
206 24/4 no 61; 8, 14, 17 & 28/5 no 61, 113, 203, 245 & 404 respectively. 
207 24/4 no 68; 12/9 no 103; 15/5 no 230; 4/5 no 49. 
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the community.208 The uncertainty which surrounded them is what led to their identification being 

so bare, and they could not be ordered by finding someone who was responsible for them. I think 

that could be why many were given the prefix “one by the name of”, as to establish distance and 

emphasize their unfamiliarity. They did not fit towards the imagined ideal citizens, and were thus 

not described in any standard mode. This explains why they place at one end of the spectrum of 

modes, and many features are shared with those on the opposite side.  

3.2.2.5 Attached narratives and hopeful supplicants 

On the other end of the spectrum there are those identifications that are so complex and advanced 

that they go beyond any of the basic aspects. Significant for these are that their mode of 

identification becomes very extensive. It often delves into both their current condition and their 

background, thus placing their occurrence in the registers within a context. The individuals this 

concerns are best understood as though they had narratives attached which formed their identity. 

These then really offer themselves as narrative materials in line with Walker.209 As this is very much 

part of a flowing scale some treated complex modes could perhaps qualify here, but I have found 

22 very clear entries (0.9 percent) that might help to delineate what is significant for this mode.   

Six stand apart as they treat infants who had been found outside, two of which still alive. As 

such they might not be considered as having that much to be identified by, but aside from their 

state being noted they also had careful descriptions added of where they were found and by whom, 

presumably a means to find their origin. Another found dead was the Italian Jean Baptiste Dosmo. 

About him can be learned that he used to be in service to one of the Spanish court’s official 

diplomats in Stockholm, and that he had moved to Saint Petersburg and married Anna Christina, 

a Swedish widow of a sailor. This appear as important for understanding his identity, as they arrived 

to the city on the same day that he deceased during dinner, seemingly by natural causes.210  

When it comes to actual offenders Maria Kempe, who caused disturbances by throwing fits in 

churches, has already been touched upon. Her strange behaviour over several years and in different 

congregations becomes a veritable biography in her entry which leads up to the offences 

themselves. Also already mentioned is the maid who killed her six-year-old bastard child. Her name, 

I learn, was Stina Morin, she was 25 years old and originated from Finland. Made clear amongst 

other details is also the year she gave birth to Johan, who his father was, and when he came to be 

sent to his mother.211 Here it is clear that the narratives are relevant to understanding the cases 

themselves. One man and one woman, both arrested individually, brought up for begging had more 

extensive narratives added than others arrested for the same offence: Anders Ekström was a 

                                                 
208 Griffiths 2000a, p. 116. 
209 Walker 2003, p. 5. 
210 11/7 no 122. 
211  7/10 no 62., 22/7 no 230 and 29/11 no 358. 
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disabled man, known for shambling about the city, born in Värmland, who lacked any other means 

of sustenance. The last is true also for Anna Sophia Berg, an epileptic of unsound mind who had 

escaped the hospital and wandered the streets, bothering people with begging.212 

If the entries with single aspects were weighted towards offenders, these with narratives must 

instead be considered as mainly oriented towards supplicants. This is the case for the remaining 

ten entries, which are concerned with administrative issues regarding the individuals’ ability to 

support themselves.213 Entries about four men and four women give a detailed account of their 

medical problems and disabilities which thwarted their ability to work, a thing that they made sure 

to substantiate: Catharina Lindström had the testimonial of the city surgeon as proof of the 

lameness of her arms, and Johan Bergman’s employer of eight years before a stroke made him lose 

all feeling in his right side was carefully mentioned.214 Most extravagant is perhaps the biography 

of the boy Johan Lindgren with a tale of being captive on the barbaric coasts of the Mediterranean, 

where his tongue was cut out, so that he could talk only indistinctly and was in need of aid.215 Finally 

there is the two groups of Jewish immigrants. As far as descriptions go they were the only ones in 

the entire year where their religion was an aspect. One group was found as already residing in the 

city, and asked to prove their rights to this. The other was just arriving, and as such their internal 

familial relations and where their passports had been commissioned was carefully noted.216  

Here the elusive process of identifying need becomes possible to observe, and many of these 

statements could be matched up with the model from An Ease for Overseers of the Poore brought forth 

by Hindle.217 Though no comparable model seems to exist in this Swedish context these petitioners 

do appear to generally have been perceived as having acted in the appropriate manner. Emphasized 

when possible is belonging, as found closely connected with administration in the previous chapter. 

The requests for aid were granted, suggesting a recognition that they had exhibited proper 

deference and what Hindle calls “the social-structural sense of their relation to their betters”.218 

(The exception being the groups of Jewish immigrants, where the fate of the first is unclear, and 

the second was asked to leave city and country within eight days.) From this it is clear how the 

entries with attached narratives are close to those with only a single aspect. They concern those on 

                                                 
212 2/8 no 2 & 8. 
213 Note should be taken that the narratives in these cases were most assuredly presented by the individuals 
themselves, and as such should be considered with a pinch of salt. As with all kinds of petitions it is likely that 
strategies were being employed which are difficult to detect today, see for example Hindle 2004b, p. 157. The 
interesting fact in this context of policing is however that these narratives were transferred into the official 
documents and actually used for identification. From this perspective it then does not matter whether or not an iota 
of them were true, simply the fact that they were the mode of description is fascinating. 
214 18/10 no 168 & 4/7 no 45. 
215 5/12 no 46 ”Gossen Johan Lindgren, som efter des berättelse warit fången på Barbariska kusterna i Medelhafwet, 
hwaräst tungan blifwit honom ifrånskuren, så att han ej annorlades än ganska otydeligen kan tala, anmälte sig såsom 
hitkommen till Staden, och anhölt att ÖfwerståthållareEmbetet af medlidande, wille draga försorg om des uppehälle 
dymedelst att han med något tjenligt näringsfång warder försedd.” 
216 13 & 11/6 no 124 & 83 respectively. 
217 Hindle 2004b, p. 261. 
218 Hindle 2000, p. 100 and Hindle 2004b, p. 387–390. 



55 

the fringe, who ideally should not belong within the community. The difference is that the anxiety 

which surrounded them, instead of leading to bare identification, took on chronicling traits. It 

seems as though these two extreme modes of description make up opposite sides of the same coin. 

Unifying them, and the normative modes, is that they represent identification which was successful. 

The outliers which make up the last 1.9 percent represent that process in, unsuccessful, action. 

3.2.2.6 Ambiguous identities 

The 38 entries (1.5 percent) I call ambiguous could mostly be fitted somewhere in the middle of the 

spectrum if only it was not for one thing: the constables were highly suspicious of their identity. 

Here are individuals who claimed to work for someone or be part of a regiment without being able 

to present proof. Some withheld their name while others were known by several of them. This was 

a big issue for the constables who here have been seen up till these as able to more or less neatly 

identify most individuals. Here the entries show their struggle against the failure or refusal of 

individuals to cooperate, a struggle taking different expressions. Two women with seemingly similar 

circumstances took different amounts of effort. Both were brought up on the charge of begging, 

and both appear to be disabled, which hindered the notation of their full names. However, one of 

them was not believed. She was described as “representing herself as mute”, and was directly 

banished from the city. The other, Anna, was described as of apparently unsound mind and unable 

to give her surname. Her treatment was less brusque, pending a letter sent to the Governor of the 

county which the constables believe she might originate from.219 If these cases exemplify facts being 

withheld for some reason, one other might represent those where false information was given. A 

journeyman barber surgeon, arrested for noisemaking and insulting the fire watch, was known by 

no less than three names. Eventually he was identified by his real name, and the fact that he was 

actually a journeyman apothecary, after which he could be passed off to another court.220 Lastly 

Christina Wåhlberg might be considered. She was the street peddler who when asked why she was 

not wearing her badge brought forth number 532 from here kirtle as proof of her rights. However, 

as she was not known personally to the constables she was not believed, and taken into arrest.221 

3.2.2.7 Informative appearances? 

The final 10 entries (0.4 percent) also concern ambiguous identification, but in these there were 

even less to go on from the beginning. When there was no person to interrogate or question, when 

there was no affiliation to be found, the last resort for identification was to go by appearance. These 

                                                 
219 18/6 no 164 ”en qwinsperson som ställer sig som dumb” and 4/11 no 25 ”en Qwinsperson wid namn Anna, men 
tillnamnet har hon ej kunnat gjöra beskjed före, såsom rörd till sina sinnen”. 
220 28/10 no 256 "en Fältskjärsgesäll, som dels kallar sig Johan Sundvall, dels Ephraim Cedercrantz och dels Johan 
Sahlberg… är Apothequare gesäll, och hwars rätta namn är Johan Wennerberg”. 
221 21/6 no 196 and 17/9 no 130. 
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entries are close to those where the unknowability of the perpetrator ended the investigation, but 

here there was some sort of observation upon which to base the identification. In one case of 

smuggling alcohol the perpetrators were, without being caught, recognized simply as sailors. The 

same was true for two cases of fighting, one of the bands of men was recognized as sailors, and 

the others “looked like journeymen”.222 Meagre as these descriptions appear it is nothing in contrast 

to the woman who was stopped for unlawful selling in the north fishing docks, she is simply 

described as “known” whereas the “18 ells of fine fabric” is given with more details.223 Such 

simplified descriptions of appearance seem to have been limited to those of lower status. Moving 

up the social ladder clothes were put in the centre, conforming to a long tradition of reading dress 

to learn social position.224 One sea captain who went missing was described by the clothes he wore 

when last seen,225 and a horse thief had height added to his portrayal.226 In three of the remaining 

entries appear the only times through the year where there was talk of “well-dressed men”. For 

example, two such attacked some guards who were escorting an arrested woman, and she in turn 

was carrying a bottle of distilled liquor. The attempted liberation was apparently successful both in 

act and consequence as the case was postponed indefinitely.227 The number of descriptions based 

on appearance appears as surprisingly few in this, and a comparison can be made with Victorian 

London where Andersson find that it was a central part of policing,228 warranting an explanation. 

3.2.3 Key concepts of the who 

There is one final entry which is not covered by previous discussions but which was very much 

about identification by appearance. Rather than focusing on any one individual it was concerned 

with pre-empting this as a potential problem. It is one of the few entries where one serviceman of 

the Chamber was noted as giving particular instructions to another. The city prosecutor Abraham 

Schog ordered the supervising constable Lorentz Dickman to make sure that “no arbours, with 

Games and Dance by those in costume or not, is arranged here in the City on the Streets in the 

two coming holidays”.229 This goes hand in hand with what has been discussed here, the necessity 

of successful identification. Both costumes and arbours could impede that process, and as is clear 

from the ambiguous and problematic cases just presented this was disorderly in itself. However, 

that instrumental take on the issue might also be complemented by a more abstract approach. The 

                                                 
222 25/11 no 302. 
223 6/12 no 51 ”18 alnar fint kläde som hwarken warit hallat eller stämplat”. 
224 Groebner 2007, p. 76–77. 
225 17/5 no 249  “gått ifrån des qwarter hos Sidenwäfwaren Holmstedt, klädd i grå Schiaggs Råck, stöflar och hatt 
men sedan eij låtit höra af sig”. 
226 2/10 no 29 “en person af medelmåttig wäxt klädd i grå Sourtont, en rund nymodig hatt med swart band omkring 
kullen, hwilken föremenes hafwa tagit wägen hit till Staden”. 
227 22/4 no 14. 
228 Andersson 2012, pg. 171–175. 
229 22/6 no 202 ”inge löfsalar med Spel och Dants af utklädde eller andre, hålles här i Staden på Gatorna under 
instundande 2ne helgdagar”. 
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concern exhibited in this expressed policy can be seen as the Chamber’s worry about the city street 

not appearing in its ideal state. The streets were not to be obstructed by decorations, dancing, 

games, and people in costume. This is a clear example of the authorities coming down on and 

preventing popular ritual and cultural practice, efforts shown by Laitinen and Lindström to have 

increased in the century before, since they were disorderly and did not conform to the ideal city.230  

From this and the extreme ends of the scale it becomes clear that successful identification was 

closely connected to visibility. It can be connected to previous chapter and the cases of women 

peddlers who did not wear their badges. Even though they, with the exception of Christina 

Wåhlberg, were recognized (and thus not directly arrested) it makes clear why it was a problem in 

its own right. Their identity was not directly visible, as it should have been. This places the Chamber 

clearly within an estate society highly occupied with appearance. And in this, the wrong kind of 

visibility and risk for confusion was intrinsically linked with the nature of disorder.231 It is 

fascinating to see this so centralized, in contrast to a strict hierarchy of the kind that is found as 

central for the ordering of the people by for example Roche when considering the Parisian police.232 

However, the minority of the sort of entries where the process of identification is apparent also 

tells of something more. For in the grand scheme of things the number of descriptions based on 

appearance appears as quite limited. The explanation seems to be that visibility in this context was 

important, but only up until identification succeeded. Once this was achieved the actual 

documentation and treatment of individuals in the bureaucratic machinery had its own norms of 

descriptions which was used 95 percent of the time. When this norm of ordering is considered in 

relation to the heterogeneous group which the section on social factors presented one thing 

becomes apparent, it is extremely consistent, emphasizing the accepted forms of participations in 

the community. There were differences between groups, but rather than any clear connection to 

the political estates it appears only as slight tweaking: Those who were not deemed fit do take 

responsibility for themselves needed to be identified by some affiliation, and thus placed within the 

given hierarchy of society. Women were more likely to be described by their affiliations, but it 

happens with men as well. Those higher up on the social scale were more likely to have complex 

descriptions, but it happened with the lower estates as well, and even nobility were at times 

described with extreme simplicity. This, and further examples of slight difference across genders 

and around the social spectrum, indicate that the social imagination practiced by the Chamber was 

consistent, whilst also far more complex than the idealized pictures of society presented above in 

the introduction. Here it becomes clear how the sorting and grasping of who by the Chamber took 

place. It was a procedure meant to counter the nature of disorder by successful description and 

taken responsibility, very much itself one aspect of ordering, and single in essence.  

                                                 
230 Laitinen and Lindström 2008, p. 272. 
231 Hindle 2000, p. 110. 
232 Roche 1987, p. 57–58. 
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3.3 The where 

The third thing to be considered is the geographic conditions of the entries. Where did disorders 

take place? The common sense answer to this is of course the city of Stockholm, as this was the 

area which they were tasked with controlling, it was the general space.233 But going by the spatial 

indications made in the registers it is possible to study the creation of place as it was practiced.234 

For a city is a vast space, and within this space limitless movement is possible. But, following 

the concepts of geographer Yi-Fu Tuan, movement may be paused, and whenever some aspect of 

the space becomes better known, endowed with value and possible to reflect upon, it is converted 

into a place.235 These pauses, also aptly identified by other geographers as moments of encounters, are 

available to me even though they created no enduring sites.236 Each entry with a particular spatial 

relation indicated is such a pause, moment of encounter and place, made graspable by the Chamber. 

By bringing together these places and considering them en masse (the possibility of doing this 

within a city is particular due to its density and generative potential)237 in regards to the different 

categories of disorder and individuals I hope to reconstruct patterns. These patterns might be 

understood as the “geographies” that historical geographer Miles Ogborn argues the vastness of 

cities might be fragmented into, they are smaller and more manageable parts allowing for analysis: 

Discussions of space permit a fragmentation of the city into geographies that can each have their 

own different narratives but, more importantly, can also be the sites of conflict and contestation 

that simultaneously bring together both a variety of human agents intent on making meanings and 

the institutional or structural forces that stabilize them, at least temporarily, or reproduce them 

over a longer time scale.238 

Upon constructing the geographies of the Chamber certain places will appear more than others 

and create clusters. In this their particular significance should become apparent, and it will be 

intriguing to see whether these clusters correspond with the politically significant places of the city. 

An overlap would indicate that these places were not only of political, but also of social and cultural 

significance, the urban space exhibiting great density.239 In contrast, a great degree of mismatch 

would indicate that the flow of everyday society took place in a lane separate from that of politics.  

Thus, simply by taking note of the spatial conditions of a disorderly act, it can be seen as given 

a place, defined as a “meaningful location”.240 The city of Stockholm was already an ordered and 

produced space by the very virtue of being constructed. In the middle of the seventeenth century 

                                                 
233 Cresswell 2004, p. 7. 
234 As it is possible to extract the spatial world of the Chamber it is possible to do so with its temporal world, but due 
to the limited scope of this thesis it has to be left aside. Some initial results can however be seen in appendix 2. 
235 Tuan 1977, p. 6. 
236 Amin and Thrift 2002, p. 30. 
237 Amin and Thrift 2002, p. 2. 
238 Ogborn 2003, p. 119 & 124. 
239 Sennefelt 2009, p. 177. 
240 Cresswell 2004, p. 8. 
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a large programme of regulation was implemented as a conform grid upon parts of the medieval 

city.241 From 1729 all plots of land were given number to aid administration, and it was decided 

that buildings should exhibit these in a visible manner.242 In 1736 a new building code was 

proclaimed, instructing the constitution of both streets and buildings,243 and starting 1763 the 

names of streets and alleys were to be posted with public signs.244 In studying their use of already 

produced places in the registers the geographies by which they perceived space and where their 

focused laid can be brought to light. Before considering these it is however necessary to understand 

when place was indicated overall.  

3.3.1 To indicate place or not 

The particular place at which the events of an entry took place is often possible to deduce. For 

example, when a landlord was charged with registry fraud for failing to produce a list of tenants it 

is generally not detailed where this took place. It stands to reason though that it occurred at the 

property in question when the registry officials came knocking, something which would have been 

obvious for the constables and not necessary to specify in the register. To deduce those places in 

this thesis would however hide the active creation and use of place as practiced by the Chamber. 

Thus this chapter will focus those entries where some sort of explicit indication of place was made. 

In 787 of the entries there is no indication, which is just over 30 percent of the 2,601 total. 

Though it is the information in the remaining 1,814 entries (or 69.7 percent) which are the focus 

of this subchapter, it is helpful to consider both upon relating this to the categories of disorder.  

Table 17. Comparison of categories between entries with places indicated or not (N and %) 

Category Place not indicated Place indicated Total 

Street regulation & sanitation 36 919 955 

Division 3.8 % 96.2 % 100.0 % 

Commerce & fraud 453 419 872 

Division 51.9 % 48.1 % 100.0 % 

Violence & disturbance 147 286 433 

Division 33.9 % 66.1 % 100.0 % 

Administration 30 74 104 

Division 28.8 % 71.2 % 100.0 % 

Theft 53 37 90 

Division 58.9 % 41.1 % 100.0 % 

Vice 35 13 48 

Division 72.9 % 27.1 % 100.0 % 

Vagrancy & begging 17 19 36 

Division 47.2 % 52.8 % 100.0 % 

Miscellaneous 16 47 63 

Division 25.4 % 74.6 % 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

                                                 
241 Forsberg 2001, p. 193–196. 
242 Kongl. Majt:ts Reglemente för Brandwachtena. Stockholm i Råd-Cammaren den 2. April. 1729. 
243 Eggeby and Nyberg 2002, p. 228–229. 
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Just from this initial presentation the understanding of the categories of disorder is deepened. In 

some cases, it reaffirms ideas which have already been hinted at, and in others it opens new lanes 

of inquiry. It is telling that almost all of the entries regarding Street regulation and sanitation have a 

place indicated. This speaks towards the particularities of the category, that its disorders were 

locked in place and would have to be followed up on that same location. 

Commerce and fraud is diametrically different. Not only are more than half of its entries without 

place, it makes up for more than half of the placeless entries in total. Part of this can be explained 

by the aforementioned example of registry fraud, and quite often the place could be deduced. Plenty 

of the entries concern pub keepers who had maids in their service, presumably in their pub, as was 

forbidden. Others were keeping a pub without a permit, or with a permit that did not belong to 

them, seemingly from their home. But in none of these was place made explicit. Some of the entries 

are more abstract and lack a particular place at all. This includes workers who lacked proof of 

employment or were disobeying their masters, and individuals who committed frauds or had debts.  

Interestingly enough, I find that in as many as 49 of the entries regarding acts of trade (about a 

third of the subcategory) no place was given. This might be connected with one of the only other 

categories where no place was predominant in spite of it being expected, Theft. Here are found 

cases of both pick-pocketing and breaking and entering where there were no indications of place. 

Taken together, this leads me to believe that it was the economic nature of these cases which lifted 

them above spatial considerations. The economic sphere existed as a separate entity which had its 

own needs for ordering which were not conditioned on spatial relations. Focus on proper 

economic interaction seemingly superseded concerns of where it took place. 

The same explanation could work the entries of Vice. It is the category which surpasses all others 

in regards to not having place indicated. Here, rather than economic, it seemingly was a moral 

sphere which in general was conditioned on other relations than spatial ones. This, and their clarity 

in nature, might also explain why half of the entries relating to Vagrancy and begging lack place.  

The remaining categories are less conspicuous when it comes to the relation between indication 

or not. In spite of this they too have their peculiarities. These are however best grasped by moving 

forward and delving deeper into the entries where place was given. What sort of places were they? 

3.3.2 Places and geographies 

When it comes to the sort of places given there are two different aspects to be considered. The 

first to be treated concerns simple topography and which parts of the city feature in the registers, 

the second is about the kind of places and smaller geographies that were given within these parts.  

Stockholm covered a large area, equivalent to today’s inner city,245 and though the theoretical 

jurisdiction of the Chamber was the whole city it is not possible to presume to what degree its 

                                                 
245 Sandberg 2002, p. 158–159. 
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different parts in practicality were covered. In previous research there is a general idea that most 

of what went on did so on the main island, simply called “the City”, or directly in connection to it.  

Karin Sennefelt in her study of Stockholm as a political centre during the Age of Liberty focus 

on what in that context appeared as the city’s most central and significant parts, or nodes, which 

influenced everything around them. They were more or less consciously constructed from above 

via “city planning and architecture and through placement of political institutions and of single 

officials”.246 Comparable to Cheapside in historian Paul Griffiths’ account they were political 

spaces, “where verbal and visual statements of meanings of order were emphasized”.247 This 

centrality also appears to hold up when it came to acts of high significance such as riots.248 But on 

moving towards the more quotidian contexts the other islands quickly became more relevant.249  

Thus it is interesting to see in what parts of the city noted disorders occurred. Based on the 

1,310 entries where I have been able to determine which part of the city was in question I have 

reconstructed the geographical spread. (See map 1 in appendix 3 for a full illustration please.) From 

this I have been able to draw some conclusions, the foremost of which is that there was a generally 

even spread of the Chamber’s interests throughout the main and most populated parts of the city. 

I find no overrepresentation on the main island (Staden), rather both the northern and southern 

parts surpass it. The numbers on the large southern island (Södermalm), the poorer area generally 

known as rougher,250 match the City, while there is a veer towards the wealthier northern island 

(Norrmalm). Also, though the number of cases generally gravitate towards the centre of the city and 

appear to cloister around certain places, there is a general spread of them also in the areas. This can 

be considered together with the fact that entries regarding the city’s peripheries also appear. This 

proves that the policing in practice matched the jurisdiction well, and was active in the entire city. 

Note should be taken of the mismatch between the number of entries with a specified 

geographical area (1,310) and the total with an indicated place (1,814). This fact has a two-fold 

explanation. Firstly, there are over 300 instances where a specific place was given that would be 

readily identifiable to the constables, but is harder to decipher with only a general overview today.251 

Secondly, and much more interestingly, there are several instances where identifying any 

particular place is actually completely impossible. I find 160 entries in the registers where the spatial 

indications were done using unspecific terms, leaving aside any actual concrete places. Unlike other 

entries there are no particular homes, pubs or streets in centre. Rather they speak about more 

general places, so this is where the more abstracts geographies of the chamber become explicit: 

                                                 
246 Sennefelt 2011, p. 39. 
247 Griffiths 2000b, p. 176. 
248 See Berglund 2009. Though not mapped out together most of the main riots treated were oriented to the centre. 
249 Hayen 2007, p. 52–56. 
250 Unger 1996, p. 65 and Hayen 2007, p. 62–64. 
251 This includes referring to pubs of certain numbers or terms I find could refer to several places but probably were 
obvious for the constables. An amount of these might be possible to identify and place, but my assessment is that 
the additional sources and onerous work needed would impede the progress of this thesis rather than advance it. 
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Table 18. Kinds of abstract geographies (N) 

Abstract geographies Number of entries 

The street/The streets (gatan/gatorne) 97 

The city (Staden) 25 

The public street (å allmän gata) 12 

Around (omkring) 8 

Open booths (uti öppen bod) 6 

At pubs (på krog) 5 

The houses (i husen) 3 

Outside (ute) 2 

To the public (för allmänheten) 1 

Places of commerce (näringsställen) 1 

Total 160 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

The previous subchapter treated the social imaginary of the Chamber. What emerges here might 

then in comparison be designated its spatial imaginary, those concepts which were used to 

understand and perceive the places around the constables they were tasked with ordering. Some of 

these are very close to each other in nature and can thus be boiled down to even fewer concepts.  

Largest of these geographies is the street. Over a third of the entries with this unspecific language 

appear in regards to regulation and sanitation. Just under a third is about violence and disturbance, 

whereas most of the remainder relate to either commerce or begging. Finally, there are the already 

mentioned case of Mrs Maria Söderström walking around with gold lace on her cap and one case 

of vagrancy with a woman found lurking at night. The entries where there is talk of “the public street” 

are similar to these in structure. All but one (which is about traffic) concern Violence and disturbance. 

In contrast the term around comes up only in cases of commerce, and the implication is clear that 

it in all instances could be followed with “on the streets”. Similar to this, outside imply the streets, 

as the peddler Stina Örström was sitting there with her table (without, as might be expected, 

wearing her badge). Finally, there is the former soldier Johan Lindblom who applied for permission 

to exhibit his Camera Optica, “to the public”, presumably on the streets.252 The public sphere of 

the streets from this small sample thus emerges as the main concern of the chamber. This is notable 

as it was never made explicitly central in the normative material, but it does appear as prominent 

in the policy decision concerning arbours, games and costume. 

In contrast to the street there is the houses amongst which a soldier and his wife walked attempting 

to sell their eggs, all 210 of them, and where two widows of soldiers went to beg.253 In doing this 

they intruded not on the public of the streets, but rather the privacy of houses. Though to what 

degree such a thing actually existed can of course be discussed.254 

Between the public of the first and privacy of the second there are the places of commerce, at pubs 

and opens booths. Here were found commerce conducted in wrongful manners, scenes of violence, 

                                                 
252 22/7 no 228 and 2/5 no 15. 
253 17/10 no 150 and 2/11 no 16. 
254 Farge 1989, p. 575–576. 
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disturbance, or vice. In all cases the place itself could be considered partially private, but what goes 

on nonetheless had an impact on the public, and as such they were deemed in need of some sort 

of supervision to assure correct behaviour. In this, places of business were both private and public. 

Finally, there are entries which talk of the city itself in an abstract manner. From context it is 

obvious that this did not indicate just the main island. This can be connected to the above identified 

concepts of belonging and intrusion, in turn essential for understanding exclusion.255 These were 

cases of commerce where people lacked defence, or administration of applications for residence. 

Here then the city was a concept in its own, and as has already been made clear, the ability to 

sustain oneself was key to uphold the rights of residence. 

From this it has then been possible to extract four different concepts which might represent the 

abstract geographies of the Chamber. There is the larger space of the city, in which as has been 

shown in previous chapters one might belong or not. Then there are the smaller geographies which 

might be called the street, places of business, and houses. These span from public, to semi-public, and 

finally private. Thus they place along a familiar theoretical axis, presented by professor of urban 

design Ali Madanipour as a continuum, a such of shades, without clear-cut separations, but with 

interdependent parts.256 They give a hint on how the spatial imaginary of the Chamber should be 

grasped and where its weight was placed, for places are always needed for understanding, and these 

were theirs.257 Therefore entries which consider these abstract geographies are not essentially 

different from the other which work with more definitive places, rather these are at one end of a 

spectra where the general is deemed sufficient. Following this the goal is to consider the more 

specific places found in entries. They should be possible to match up with the abstract geographies 

to a significant degree. This, and further consideration of their connection to different sorts of 

disorders, will help to understand the spatial ordering of the city.  

3.3.3 Certain places, certain disorders 

When it comes to connecting geographic areas with particular disorders I would like to point to 

some selected categories, both for the sake of the spatial restrictions of this thesis and the fact that 

they exhibit the greatest distinctions. These categories are those concerning street regulation and 

violence respectively. My motivation for choosing these is mainly the fact that they are the two 

biggest categories as shown in previous section to indicate place in a majority of their entries. 

Comparing these will aid understanding of how the constables mentally mapped the city and 

worked to counter disorder in its different parts, something especially valuable due to the 

aforementioned unclarities surrounding the organization of districts and so forth. 

                                                 
255 Withington 2000, p. 150. 
256 Madanipour 2003, p. 239–242. 
257 Cresswell 2004, p. 11 
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Table 19. Comparison of specified geographical areas between the categories of SR&S and V&D (N and %) 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

In this table can be seen that the cases regarding street regulation generally correspond with the 

overall geographical spread.258 The more heavily populated areas dominate, first come north and 

then south, and while the main island comes third it is still quite prominent. The only major 

discrepancy is that the cases originating on bridges between the islands are relatively few. In 

contrast to this the entries which concern violence and disturbance are heavily oriented toward the 

main island and its bridges. The cases which occurred there make up more than half of those which 

have a specified place. The distinctions between the categories appear as significant. Were certain 

disorders more likely to occur in certain areas, or was the likelihood of occurrence equal throughout 

the city but some categories were considered more problematic at specific places?  

Though one conclusive answer to this is probably impossible to reach some conclusions might 

be drawn. To begin with aid might be taken from their separate character in relation to the need to 

happen upon the disorders in the act, as discussed when the categories were created. Presupposing 

that no occurrence was outright ignored, the categories of disorder which need to be happened 

upon in precise moments is likely to have dominated in more heavily patrolled areas. Together with 

the dominance of cases regarding Violence and disturbance this indicates that the main island and its 

bridges were patrolled heaviest. An argument against this could be that the concentration is simply 

stemming from the fact that more acts of violence and disturbance took place there. It is possible, 

but would hold greater gravity if the comparison with other categories of disorder did not show a 

general spread through the city. Since there clearly was a great presence in all the heavily populated 

areas, and dense populations and violence go together, the discrepancy between categories must 

be explained by some other difference. I thus argue that where these cases occurred had a more 

consistent presence of the constables. Intense focus on certain places over others is something 

Ogborn argues as closely connected to the modern policing of urban environments, he means that 

this is affiliated to moral regulation.259 That this appear to be what was going on here is also 

                                                 
258 The complete version of this table, showing all categories of disorder, can be found in appendix 4. 
259 Ogborn 1993, p. 512. 

Geographical areas All entries Division Street reg. & san. Division Viol. & dist. Division 

Norrmalm 414 31.6 % 260 33.5 % 27 19.3 % 

Södermalm 324 24.7 % 228 29.4 % 26 18.6 % 

Staden 297 22.7 % 141 18.2 % 60 42.9 % 

Ladugårdslandet 89 6.8 % 53 6.8 % 7 5.0 % 

Bridges 78 6.0 % 27 3.5 % 15 10.7 % 

Kungsholmen 62 4.7 % 47 6.1 % 3 2.1 % 

Blasieholmen 15 1.1 % 10 1.3 % 0 0.0 % 

Out on the water 14 1.1 % 2 0.3 % 2 1.4 % 

Outside the tolls 8 0.6 % 3 0.4 % 0 0.0 % 

Djurgården 7 0.5 % 2 0.3 % 0 0.0 % 

Långholmen 2 0.2 % 2 0.3 % 0 0.0 % 

Total 1,310 100.0 % 775 100.0 % 140 100.0 % 
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supported by the entries regarding begging: All but one where a place can be pinpointed occurred 

on the main island or its northern bridges, and it is highly unlikely that begging did not take place 

also on the southern island. That this could be the case is also supported by the very placement of 

the Chamber and the general concentration of significant buildings to the main island.260 This 

suggests that, though begging as argued above was perceived as very clear in nature and not needing 

much specification, another layer of disorder was added when it occurred at certain places. 

One way of confirming or discarding this idea is to dive deeper into the maps and properly mark 

up in detail where disorders took place. To do this for the entire city would be difficult within the 

scope of this study. Furthermore, greater precision can be found in the indication of place the 

closer to the centre of the city an entry gets. This is potentially explained by the greater density, 

which thus could cause problems of misidentification if the constables were imprecise. In addition, 

it was common for the Chamber to indicate a place only by the name of the street. When it comes 

to reconstruction the problem is greater, it becomes impossible in most cases to pinpoint in what 

part of a street or alley an act took place. The implications of this grows greater with the length of 

particular streets, the grid of which on the southern and northern islands usually span their entirety.  

For these reasons it might be beneficial to focus on the main island and its bridges in particular. 

It is after all the core of the city, the densest part with many short and less regular streets, with a 

majority of political nodes. To avoid cluttering it, and investigate the conclusions in regards to the 

just treated table, I do not include all categories. Instead I focus on Street regulation and sanitation in 

comparison with Violence and disturbance. (Because they are few, all but one case concentrated there, 

and might aid reasoning, I also include Vagrancy and begging.) If my conclusions are correct it should 

through the latter categories be possible to find even smaller areas in which patrolling seemingly 

dominated. Based on the entries of these selected categories, spatially determined to the city centre, 

I have been able to reconstruct several patterns. (Please see map 2 in appendix 5.) 

Firstly, there is a greater spread of cases regarding regulation and sanitation than other. They 

cover areas where the other categories are completely absent. As these areas are edges and side-

streets this appears to support the larger point made about different areas of the city, the immobility 

of these cases lead to them finding a greater geographical spread.  

Secondly, there is an overlap with Sennefelt’s political nodes, which were found to be certain 

squares and buildings of high significance.261 The political hotspot above all others in Sennefelt’s 

investigation is Riddarhustorget and here I also find several examples of disorder. Months apart three 

different men, all soldiers, were found there drunken and causing noises. In the case of Lars 

Lindberg, soldier in lieutenant colonel Waltmeister’s company, part of the issue was even specified 

as him having moved around the square making noise. 262 Here was also the scene of four cases of 

                                                 
260 Berglund 2009, p. 78 and Sennefelt 2011, p. 53–63. 
261 Sennefelt 2008, p. 193 and Sennefelt 2011, p. 54 & 63. 
262 23/7 no 239. 
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coachmen who drove too harshly or held in the wrong place. These are just a few examples and 

there are plenty of others from different squares and institutional buildings. This indicates that 

main political places also were likely scenes of everyday disorders. But, in spite of this density of 

the urban space, these places do not dominate when it comes to these issues.  

This brings forward a third, and perhaps most interesting, pattern found. There appear places 

which must be called nodes of disorder in their own right. These were especially the bridges, where 

entries are represented in greater degree and closer proximity than anywhere else. This is both 

towards the north and south, but also the smaller Munkbron towards the Knights’ Islet in the west. 

Upon these were cramped together reckless drivers, drunkard, fighters and other disorderly actors. 

On them were found also over half of the instances of begging with a specified place. Such as the 

five-year old boy Abraham Waxlin, brought into arrest from the northern bridge where he was 

found sitting. Similarly, the deceased journeyman shoemaker Norman’s son Peter appears to have 

been begging whilst lying under a wooden hatch by Munkbron.263 These are two out of only a few 

cases in this category where the individuals were described in a stationary state, rather than moving 

about. The bridges thus appear as central places for those who begged, potentially being actively 

used by them in ways comparable to the church porch in other accounts of begging.264 

In contrast to these nodes, which might be seen as stationary and constant, there appear also 

those who were conditioned on particular times and conditions. Bollhuset, which housed the theatre, 

ballet and opera, came in particular focus on one such occasion. On the evening of December 9th 

an opera was performed, and gave cause for great disorder. It was however not the performance, 

or anything inside the building, which was the issue. Rather it was the driveway outside, between 

Bollhuset and the Royal Palace, where traffic broke down. It is not possible to tell whether or not it 

was something the Chamber had prepared for, but as it occurred right next to its offices it was 

surely quickly noticed. During that evening constables manned the driveway and charged several 

coachmen for such things as not keeping to their designated lanes or appropriating the parking 

spots of the royal carriages.265 Thus places could be charged with meaning on particular occasions. 

The reason for the bridges’ significance over other places might be that they were passageways, 

places of greater density where a high number of people would pass in their everyday movement 

throughout the city. All cities construct and force encounters,266 but for a city on the water with 

the topography Stockholm, no part of the city does this so much as these. As such they appear 

here in regards to quotidian disorder when they are usually left out in accounts of extraordinary 

occurrences, for as far as I can tell they lack specific mention in most previous research.267 If this 

                                                 
263 11/10 no 87 and 3/9 no 15. This is possibly the same boy whose act of selling printed papers opened this thesis. 
264 Hindle 2004b, p. 319 
265 10/12 no 95–101. 
266 Amin and Thrift 2002, 81–83. 
267 Except for their technical aspects of course. However, one report from Stockholm City Museum, Lundkvist 2006, 
somewhat touch upon the cultural significance of the northern bridges. 
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is a correct interpretation it should mean both that disorders were more likely to occur there, and 

that the Chamber would seek to concentrate their efforts there. This is supported by other 

categories as they appear to be places of great significance for activities of commerce. For example, 

on August 20th two constables went to the harbour right next to Munkbron and within half an hour 

they found four women peddlers who were standing in the wrong place. The implication is clear 

in the entries that they simply walked along the water’s edge with the expectation of finding these 

sort of offences there at the particular time.268 From this the bridges of Stockholm appear as the 

most central “small geography” of the city when it came to disorder. Seemingly they were actively 

employed in spatial strategies for extended and intensified surveillance and ordering, something 

comparable to what Ogborn find for the policing of Portsmouth in the following century.269  

3.3.4 From one place to another 

Looking back to the abstract geographies above and attempting to apply them to all entries with 

indicated places, it becomes clear that these were indeed not essentially different from each other. 

It also becomes clear to what degree the street dominated. Out of 1,814 entries about 1,100 (60 

percent) are connected to the public sphere of the streets. In relation to Commerce and fraud it was 

often out there that those attempting to sell or purchase wares moved around, and called 

themselves to attention. Similarly, it was on the streets that almost all beggars walked or sat. In 

contrast to these sorts of cases, which often originated on the streets, there are countless examples 

where the place of origin was given or indicated to be places of business or private houses. 

When it comes to regulation and sanitation there are multiple notations of that which 

transgressed into the streets. There are several instances where servants were caught transporting 

garbage from private properties and leaving it at impromptu dumping grounds, pouring it from 

bridges or placing it on the carts of the city’s contracted waste management. Even more cases 

concerned outhouses that lacked proper drainage or barrels which would control the flow of refuse. 

Rather it was allowed to run freely, which often meant that it flowed into the water (comparable 

to streets in a city like Stockholm) or out into the streets and assaulted the sights and smells of 

citizens. Moving on, acts of violence and disturbance which seemingly began inside a pub and then 

moved out into the street have already been presented, and even when no one was at the receiving 

end of a violent attack there were disturbing sounds which imposed on the senses. 

In just under 400 entries (around 20 percent) the disorderly acts can be seen as limited to within 

the places of business’ confines. A majority of these concerned administrative issues and were by 

their very nature locked in place, such as when pub keepers had lent out their permit or did not 

have the current tariffs in place. Places of business could also, as have been pointed out, be the 
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scenes where disorders originated. The extreme form of resistance that such cases might escalate 

to, with the rattling of sabres and threatening of constables, indicate the need to nip it in the bud. 

This might then explain the eight cases I have found where the very fact that the door of the pub 

onto the street was kept open was one of the main aspects of disorder. From this context it might 

then be understood as an attempt to curb such transitions from the semi-public to the public before 

it happened. The open door may also be seen as a symbol of sound transgressing from one place 

into the other, and there is indeed plenty of entries concerned with disturbing noises. 

When it comes to the circa 300 entries (over 15 percent) which occur in houses and the more 

private sphere, parallels to this are found. Most regard such things as housing travellers or 

individuals without proper employment. These are to be seen as connected to the city as a whole, 

rather than the street, and intrusion thereto. Instances of violence carried with them the risk of 

transitioning into the public, and the few cases of what today would be categorized as domestic 

abuse was brought forward because of the disturbance that it took out into the streets and over to 

neighbours. This was the case with the clothes trader Eric Hagelberg and his wife, their constant 

swearing and fighting was described by the neighbours as a daily occurrence. Also the neighbours 

of gardener Peter Salander and his wife Hedvig gave accounts of how their disagreements often 

resulted in Hedvig and the children being chased out of the house in the middle of night, forcing 

them to seek refuge in the homes of the neighbours.270 In contrast, that which was kept within the 

private sphere appears to have been accepted, as exemplified by a couple of fascinating entries. On 

June 29th, as a result of a fire inspection, two cases were brought up regarding the state of the attics 

in two different houses. In both instances they were described as filled with garbage and human 

excrement, even to the degree that they were difficult to enter and there was leakage to the floors 

below. In both entries however the final note is simply that there was no reason to bring forth such 

issues.271 From this I conclude that something which should have been considered disorderly (as 

an obvious health hazard), but never made the transition into the public, could simply be ignored. 

3.3.5 Key concepts of the where 

What becomes clear from this is that most places, even when they were specified, conformed to 

the abstract geographies of the Chamber. Dominant beyond others were the city and the street. 

Different forms of interaction emphasize what was the issue with each. When it came to the city 

there was a constant fear of interaction with those who did not belong, they represented intrusion. 

Intrusion came mainly from outside, from those who came to the city, but it could also occur 

within it, from those who were already there. Those who once belonged and sustained themselves 

became intruders when they ceased to be able to do this. This deepens the understanding of 
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disorderly individuals. The internal intruders were generally those against whom distance was 

marked with the singular mode, and external intruders were generally those who came with attached 

narratives. Beyond this, and what has already been suggested by their connection to certain 

disorders, there were no apparent connections between certain individuals and certain places. 

Most disorders can however be related to the street. Even when they did not originate there, 

there was a constant fear of them transitioning into it. There were the pubs which keep their doors 

open, an issue in itself as it diffused the borders between the semi-private and public. The problem 

stemmed from the fact that pubs also were the scenes of many acts of disturbance, and as has been 

shown they often escalated and transitioned out onto the streets where they certainly did not 

belong. When it comes to cases of regulation and sanitation they were often likely to begin within 

(or just beside) private properties. But then there was the maid who threw dirty water out the 

window, and could risk hitting a well-dressed man walking outside, something which should never 

happen on an ideal street. There were also the unclean gutters and poorly placed outhouses. They 

gushed, and flowed, and ran, out into the streets where they caused stenches, problems for the 

general public and became a symbol of transcended boundaries.272 

This shows that the street was not only that which the constables of the Chamber used to walk 

around the city. It occupied the main part of their spatial imaginary, and the issues which threatened 

its ideal were those highest on their dockets of disorders to counter. This can be contrasted with 

the Victorian view of the street which Peter K. Andersson lifts up in regards to London. There it 

appears as an idea of negative connotations, rather than one to be strived for, and in stark contrast 

with earlier modernizing perceptions of it brought forth by Ogborn.273  

The nodes of disorder which appeared on the street did correspond somewhat with the nodes 

of politics, but it had far more significant hotspots in the bridges. Here the urban space gained its 

greatest density, the flow of citizens was pushed together and became a rapid which was particularly 

treacherous and problematic. Here the concentration of violence, disturbance, commerce, begging 

and much more seems apparent. But the bridges also presented an opportunity for the constables 

to control the flow of citizens from a privileged position, though never made explicit the indication 

is that they concentrated their efforts of control and subordination there.  

Foucault identifies space as fundamental to any exercise of power.274 The Chamber seemingly 

support this to a great degree. For if the street was lifted up in previous periods, as argued by 

Laitinen and Lindström, and in the nineteenth century fell from grace, the efforts to uphold its 

ideals here thus appears as caught in the middle of this process. The constant surveillance and 

watchful eye which contemporary ideas placed as central to functioning polity appear to have been 

intently and particularly focused on public sphere of the streets, telling of the order sought after.   
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4. Acts of ordering 

As has been seen in the previous chapter there was an intrinsic connection between the work of 

the Chamber and ordering, especially in regards to the individuals who occurred in the registers, 

both offenders and supplicants. Upon being entered they were identified, described, and to some 

degree sorted. In other words, they were ordered. Also when it comes to the spatial practices of 

the Chamber there appear to be some ordering taking place. This is in regards to both their actual 

movement in the city, where choices of focus were made, and when it came to the descriptions 

thereof. These processes were in themselves one aspect of regaining order, but hardly the main 

part of it. The active and conscientious ordering came in the actual decisions, repercussions and 

sentencing of the particular cases. By engaging with these active responses deeper understanding 

of the perceptions in play can be gained. Thus the consideration is now how actions were taken. 

How did the Chamber respond and attempt to regain order? 

4.1 The how 

To answer this question consideration is needed of the notes and follow-ups in the registers’ final 

column. Focus lies on those cases the Chamber made an active decision or passed sentence in.275  

It can first be quickly mentioned that there are 182 entries which resulted in the matter being 

let go. These are divided between proofs of innocence, acquittals, cases not tried due to lack of 

evidence or the conclusion reached that they never should have been begun in the first place. 

Especially that last group, which covers 39 entries and includes the two already mentioned filthy 

attics, exhibit the Chamber’s practices as they were being tried out and established. There were also 

two individuals who in particular were indicated as “should never have been called”. One of these 

was not the offender and why the other person should not have been called is not made explicit, 

for he does appear to have failed to number his building, but a hint might be his identification as 

“His Excellence Mr. Counsellor of the Realm count Matth: von Hermansson”.276 

The remaining 2,252 entries are made more manageable through considering three main courses 

they could take. These overlap to a greater or lesser degree, and all can of course be gathered under 

the heading of punishment or one of its synonyms. The three actions are however helpful when 

approaching the options of the Chamber, they are remittal, rectification and removal.  

                                                 
275 There was actually an impressive follow-through. Amongst the cases treated by the Chamber itself there are only 
167 where the repercussions are unclear or non-existent. Almost all of these were related to Commerce and fraud or 
Street regulation and sanitation. 
276 10/12 no 118 ”Hans Excellence herr RiksRådet gref Matth: von Hermansson”. 
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4.1.1 Remittals 

As is clear from the previously treated instruction and Sparre’s speech the Chamber had neither 

the actual, nor principal, right to pass sentence and form decisions in certain matters. In these and 

other cases when the Chamber felt that some other organization was better fitted to pass judgement 

they were to be remitted there. How these matters in detail actually were evaluated, and what was 

in actuality remitted, however remain unclear. Apparent from the registers is that not all that which 

should have been (such as violent acts) were, and some of that which should not have been (such 

as fineable offences) were, remitted. These cases mainly went to the city’s district courts, but 

different military and governmental branches also occurred. Their number is 467 and though what 

happened often was noted it will only be touched upon briefly as a means of grasping what sorts 

of cases these were. Looking at them in comparison with the entirety is illuminating.  

Three categories of disorder are overrepresented. To begin with it can be said that this is 

primarily the case for Violence and disturbance: Half of the category was remitted, almost fifty percent 

of all cases that were, including all homicides. Also all the cases of slander and libel were of such 

dignity that their actual treatment took place in the city district courts.  This is in accordance with 

the instructions, as more severe and serious crimes were to be handled outside of the Chamber. 

Beyond this, severe cases of Theft are well represented, almost all of the category’s cases were 

remitted (70 out of the total 90). Finally, it seems as though only the proper courts were able, or 

deemed fit, to handle many of the cases of Vice, as anything more serious and moving into the 

domestic context were remitted (31 out of the total 48). This included adultery, often resulting in 

separation, and the mentioned case of bigamy. 

Considering the character of the punishments sentenced by other courts there were some fines 

and jailing as could have come from the Chamber as well. The harshest punishments were however 

only meted out by the proper courts. The six cases resulting in death sentences were for example 

all remitted. This also goes for almost all the instances when someone was sentenced to penal work 

at a fortress, something which they were unlikely to ever return from. An important part of the 

Chamber’s ordering was thus to let these matters beyond everyday polity be handled by others. 

4.1.2 Rectification 

An intrinsic part of any justice system is punishments that can be both harsh and lenient, one extreme 

end including corporal punishment and the other a simple fine or warning, all depending on what 

the community deems as appropriate to the disorder in question.277 The contemporary ideas of 

order as presented in the second chapter of this thesis seemed to place correction in centre. In 

simplified terms punishments can be seen as sentenced after the fact and having no direct means 

                                                 
277 Sharpe 1984, p. 92. 
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of undoing the damage done, other than potentially achieve some sense of justice and having a 

deterring effect for others. In contrast, correction can be seen as aiming to right the wrong, and 

especially to prevent it from occurring again.278 No matter the differences the purposes seem 

similar, to balance up the committed disorder. It might thus seem impossible to completely separate 

punishment from correction, but they can be seen as making up a common continuum, or scale.  

In the registers they were often combined or seemingly overlapping as a sentence was placed along 

this continuum, therefore 1,759 entries are here treated under one greater heading together. 

4.1.2.1 Warnings 

At the softer end of the scale can be found simpler warnings and redressing actions. These were 

the sentence in 828 entries. In just over half of these there was simply a warning taking place. In 

the remainder it was not usual that the offenders were given instructions as to how they should 

redress the situation, with a specific fine held over their heads if for example a street was not 

cleaned with due haste or a maid did not find herself some other service. In most instances the 

offenders promised that this should be arranged and the matter was solved. In one example the 

separation guard Eric Norbeck, who was caught begging, claimed inability to work because of a 

wounded leg. Rather than punishment he was then given a passport to travel to Gran’s parish up 

north where he was to visit a woman who supposedly understood to manage such leg wounds. 

Another way of settling a case was practiced by the general and commander baron Wrangel. Rather 

than going through the hassle of cleaning up outside of his vacant lot he simply donated the land 

to the Chamber, to be freely used or sold to the aid of the poor, and asked not be further bothered 

in the matter.279 These two cases exemplify how warnings were given out to most kinds of 

individuals, and nor did it discriminate to any great degree between social positions or gender. 

In around 30 entries the matter could be settled by someone simply taking responsibility for the 

persons in question. For example, the soldier Holm, whose daughters Anna Catharina (9 years) and 

Ulrica (7 years) were found begging one evening, claimed to have known nothing about it and 

promised to make sure that it was never repeated, why they got off with a warning.280 In most of 

these cases appear individuals who lacked defence, and were put in the care of factory owners. 

These were usually persons who lacked a family or other networks providing safety. 

 When support from a network or work in a factory were not options for some reason, the poor 

house or internment in the hospital appear to have been the most common choice of action. But 

aside from these one final alternative was available. The previously mentioned “beggar Hindr: 

Lindbom” caused some trouble for the Chamber when it came to ordering. Apiarius, one of the 

more significant factory owners, was first asked to employ Lindbom but declined to do so due to 

                                                 
278 This is a simplification of the systems Foucault find a transition between in the period. Foucault 1995, p. 130-131. 
279 12/7 no 137 and 21/11 no 252. 
280 14/10 no 124. 
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him being disabled in one arm. Thus an official was tasked with asking around amongst the other 

factory owners, but came back with a negative result. The Chamber thus seems to have had no 

other option than to release Lindbom, why they urged him never to beg again, and instructed him 

to support himself by selling printed papers. To this aim he was even given 18 daler copper coin 

as a starting fund.281 This suggests the lengths to which the Chamber was willing to go, exhausting 

all options in the pursuit of an acceptable role to be filled by disorderly individuals. 

4.1.2.2 Fines 

In accordance with its instruction fines indeed appeared as the most common action of choice by 

the Chamber.282 It is central in 884 of the entries where it passed sentence and was applied to all 

sorts of individuals. Out of these more than half concern Street regulation and sanitation, a third 

Commerce and fraud, and the remainder Violence and disturbance or Administration. There are no entries 

related to Vice or Theft, the explanation to be found amongst the remittals above and in previous 

research.283 Nor are there any Miscellaneous cases, and in the single act of begging here occurring it 

was actually drunkenness that was fined, whereas the act itself was forgiven with a warning.  

At times the fine was combined with some of the redressing actions mentioned above, but 

together these added layers do not make up much more than 120 entries. In a similar number there 

was a particular point made of the fines being paid willingly, or even directly upon being called to 

Chamber, thus avoiding the hassle of reporting in the following day. Failing to show up when called 

also resulted in a separate fine, but when those called showed up on a second occasion the second 

fine was usually forgiven, a practice not included in the instruction. Overall there are around 20 

instances where the Chamber forgave all of the fines, or the constables themselves forgave their 

share thereof. In two instances it was made clear that one constable forgave his two-thirds, and 

that the final third should go to the poor. These rare examples seem to show the constables taking 

an active part in negotiating their position in the city and establishing themselves in a paternal role. 

Here can be seen the active fostering and shaping of desired behaviour from the normative texts. 

4.1.2.3 Harsher punishments 

In the instances when fines went unpaid the sentences were transformed into jailing under water 

and bread for usually around a week. This was how the Chamber sentenced people to 

imprisonment, implicitly, only three exceptions to this occurred and then the days numbered only 

one through four. In spite of this they had more severe actions at hand, but they were rarely taken. 

                                                 
281 Approximately enough to buy one lamb, or three jugs of distilled spirits (Lagerqvist 2011, p. 130). 
282 The standard amount, applied in a clear majority of these sentences, was 10 daler silver coin, approximate to one 
half barrel of rye (Lagerqvist 2011, p. 67 & 130). Of course quite a lot for some of those sentenced, but it is little 
compared to the fines sentenced for violent crimes accounted for by Österberg and Lindström 1988, p. 92–99. 
283 Österberg and Lindström 1988, p. 113. 
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In six instances the sentence was that of public shaming. Two soldiers, one who was drunk on 

his watch and another who was drunk and caused a ruckus in a square, were sentenced to the 

pillory, whereas four different individuals who were caught for reckless driving got served justice 

by riding the wooden horse, all of whom men belonging on the lower end of the social hierarchy.284 

Corporal punishment was the sentence in no more than 12 entries. The division between these 

tell of the views of this action. Half were carried out by the authorities, in these instances the 

offenders were soldiers or city watch. In the other half all offenders were young boys or girls, four 

of which had begged, one who had stolen a snuffbox and one who fired seven shots with a rifle. 

In five of these cases the punishment was carried out by a responsible parent or guardian (in one 

instance it was made explicit that it should be witnessed by constables), who also, like Holm above, 

promised to make sure that it was never repeated. In the final entry the girl Brita Rolig was given 

the rod, but not by her mother, as the latter was found to have sent Brita out to beg and was thus 

jailed for four days on water and bread, indicating the severity of encouraging a charge to beg.285 

Finally, there are 27 entries where the sentence was work in the house of correction.286 With the 

exception of three young boys, one soldier and one journeyman all the individuals occurring in 

these entries were women. These disorders were all related to the person lacking proper ways of 

sustaining themselves, begging or immoral living (implicitly prostitution). Penal work was however 

not the conclusion of these cases. With the exception of one case where it is unclear, and one where 

the person in question died while doing time, all of these entries give great care to noting what 

happened to individuals upon release. Once again the measure needed to be taken was that 

someone should claim responsibility for the persons in question. At times this was done by family 

or other networks, just like above however these were individuals who lacked defence, and they 

were thus put in the care of factory owners. This was for example the fate of the strawberry thief 

and spinster Maria Lisa Berg, who following a year of penal work was sent to her previous 

employer.287 This appears as standard practice to the degree that some women were released into 

the custody of factory owners by their own request. The factory owners even seem to have used 

the house of corrections as a tool of disciplining, sending their workers there for a time and then 

reclaiming them. Apiarius complained that Margareta Hult in his care was unwilling to work and 

instead borrowed other peoples’ children to evoke sympathy as she went begging.288 After one and 

a half year she was returned to Apiarius. From this it is clear how penal work was mainly aimed 

toward keeping individuals off the street and having someone take responsibility for this. 

                                                 
284 29/5 no 440, 11/7 no 119, 17/7 no 172 and 24/8 no 226. See Söderström 2006, p. 68–69 for an illustration. 
285 Jarrick and Söderberg 1998, p. 74 show parents instructing children to commit unlawful acts was not irregular. 
286 The seemingly low number is in accordance with previous research which place this sort of punishment as 
uncommon in Sweden when compared with the continent, see Unger 1996, p. 265–267. 
287 29/6 no 253. 
288 9/11 no 94 ”Margareta Hult skall wara så beskaffad att hon ej will arbeta, utan merendels skall practicera sig ut för 
att tigga, hwarwid hon för att fårmå folk till medlidande, skall låna andras barn som hon utgjer för sina egna”. The 
use of children to gain sympathy in begging is a familiar theme from studies of that act, e.g. Hitchcock 2007, p. 117. 
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4.1.3 Removals 

Thirdly, closely connected to those just treated, there was the action of removal. Some punishments, 

such as imprisonment or penal work, were of course in actuality a removal from the public. Here 

is considered however the most extreme form of removal, where the Chamber itself took action 

and actively removed someone from the city altogether. These actions were not numerous, in total 

there are 26 such entries, and they can clearly be connected with certain issues. 

The first of these placed the person in question doing penal work at a fortress for thievery. He 

was not a native and had been sentenced for thievery before. This was a case where the Chamber 

stepped out of bounds and passed a harsh sentence beyond its authority. The cause can potentially 

have been a perceived particularly disorderly character in repeat offenders.289 

In contrast to this there were six individuals who agreed to leave the city voluntarily, and these 

thus avoided punishment or were granted temporary rights of residence. Two of these were leaving 

the city for employment in other places. One man who had been formerly arrested for being drunk 

and causing disturbing noise was found to be of unsound mind and willing to move back to his 

hometown, and thus issued with a warning. “The blind man Johan Thomasson Lantu from 

Finland” who was arrested for begging said that he was in the city to witness some sort of trial. 

After he was found to have enough money to sustain himself for that time, and instructed to leave 

as soon as possible, he was released from custody with a warning. The last and seemingly most 

serious of the voluntary expulsions concerned a low ranking military officer by the name of Carl 

Eric Christiernin. He was found to have been the driving force behind a crowd of drunken and 

raucous individuals who on the evening of October 27th moved around Södermalm. They broke off 

and ruined some newly planted trees belonging to apothecary Virvax, smashed tinsmith Runberg’s 

stairs, ripped away the lid on the pub keeper Eklund’s well, destroyed measurer Liunberg’s lantern 

and smashed several peoples’ windows. After having been jailed on water and bread for four weeks 

he indicated that he was willing to move to Mariestad. He was thus ordered to immediately leave 

and never return, lest he be considered a vagrant. To make sure that he would remove himself as 

quickly as possible he was even given some money from the Chamber’s own funds.290 

Finally, there were 19 forced expulsions. Two of these concerned thieves, soldiers with ties to 

other regions of the country, where some of their offences had been committed as well. Eleven 

cases regarded administration or commerce, mainly in relation to individuals lacking the means to 

sustain themselves, who were sent back to their place of origin so as not to burden the city. One 

exception was a farmer caught selling unripe apples, asked to directly vacate the city, and already 

mentioned has been the Jewish family asked to leave the country within eight days by any means 

necessary. Then there was a widow accused of having aided a prisoner escape. Though denying the 

                                                 
289 Foucault 1995, p. 100. 
290 9/6 no 86 and 28/10 no 263. 



76 

accusation she failed to prove her innocence, and was thus escorted outside the tolls by the 

separation guards. There was also great eagerness to get rid of the naval officer Axel Reinhold von 

Köhler. Though the reason stated for his appearance in the registers was him not having been 

properly reported upon arriving something else must have been at play. He was given a “mercy 

gift” (nådegåfwa) by the Royal Majesty to the significant amount of 100 daler silver coin, conditioned 

on that he left the city within 48 hours of receiving it.291 The final four cases concerned individuals 

who had begged and were sent away. Three of which to their place of origin, and one woman 

“posing as mute” was simply deported from the city. 

All in all, there is an overrepresentation amongst the cases treated by removal from the categories 

of Administration, Commerce and fraud, Theft and Vagrancy and begging. Especially those of the last 

category were significantly overrepresented amongst removals. In contrast those concerning Street 

regulation and sanitation or Vice are completely missing. Regarding who were removed there was a 

rather even divide between men and women, simple modes of description dominate and all but 

von Köhler places in the lower end of the social hierarchy by a fair margin. From this is clear that 

those removed from the city mainly were those who could not support themselves, or did so by 

stealing or begging, and thus did not belong. It should however be noted that in a majority of cases 

removal was only an option for those who could be identified as belonging somewhere else. 

Permanent removal, of those who Sparre meant were damaging to their core and had to be 

separated from the societal body, was exceedingly rare and only truly found amongst those 

sentenced to death, penal work at a fortress or the like. This was only practiced once by the 

Chamber itself in the entire year. It thus seems highly irregular to have been considered as 

belonging nowhere at all, something which only was the case with those who were particularly 

disorderly in their nature and usually went beyond everyday polity. 

4.2 Key concepts of ordering 

From all this can be surmised that when it comes to the ordering as practiced by the Chamber the 

most serious and severe cases were remitted somewhere else, to be further ordered by the 

institutions deemed proper. Generally, the Chamber seemingly aimed towards correcting behaviour 

towards what was deemed appropriate to expected social roles, rather than punishing.292 This was 

done with warnings, instructions, and fines in 1,712 out of 1,785 instances (just under 96 percent). 

Some discrimination based on standing does seem to have appeared in this, but not as a given. 

Only in 73 entries were harsher sentences found. Even amongst this slim number imprisonment, 

public shaming, and corporal punishment were rarities. More common was removal, through penal 

work when it came to citizens, and expulsion when it came to non-natives.  

                                                 
291 Roughly around 150 jugs of spirits, or 1 ½ month salary for a drudge (Lagerqvist 2011, p. 67 & 130). 
292 Foucault 1995, p. 75. 
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Overall this must be said to correspond greatly with the ideas of order and polity as were 

presented by Carl Sparre. He claimed that the public good could be achieved by prescribing rules 

and conditioning citizens to live accordingly by keeping a “watchful eye on them”, countering 

misdeeds before they happened and making sure that they never went unpunished. Why were there 

then so many warnings? Given their high number it could be hard to claim that no offence went 

unpunished. But to get only a warning, or a fine, the offender would often have to appear in front 

of the Chamber in session. In this they would appear as subordinates and prostrate themselves 

before its authority. In other words, they had to conform to the public transcript of acceptable 

behaviour.293 After this lenience and aid, available to those who might be saved, could be practiced. 

For example, even though there occurred a few acts of resistance, with citizens directly 

protesting constables’ authority in connection to being redressed. Mostly this was done with words, 

but at times violence was also included. But despite that the constables, according to the new 

instruction, explicitly were under the king’s protection this was almost never punished in particular. 

This leniency and constables forgiving their fines is confounding, but I believe it should be seen as 

a negotiation, just as the citizens implemented some everyday micro-politics in protesting.294 

The swift summons for individuals to appear before the Chamber thus became the most 

prominently employed act of disciplining and exercise of power. Indicated is that the sentenced 

punishments were not (necessarily) the point. Simply being able to call offenders the Chamber 

showed that the city was being watched in its entirety (as indicated in regards to where), even down 

to the little moments (so that for example not even a lantern unlit for only 30 minutes could go 

unnoticed). So it could be possible to foster a sense of the residents being under surveillance.295  

These were then the actions of the Chamber when it came to ordering. They can be contrasted 

with how Roche argues that the Parisian police upheld control and immobilized the popular classes, 

the three trump cards “control of work, surveillance of morals, security of food supplies”.296 

Though examples of this of course exist and parallels may be drawn, the red thread connecting 

many of the Swedish cases was that someone had to take responsibility for the offender, emphasizing 

their given social role as dependent. In the cases where the individual was deemed responsible of 

him- or herself they were the target of the punishment. In the cases where the offender could not 

be expected to take responsibility for themselves the matter was only concluded by someone else 

stepping in and taking charge. This is recognizable from the modes of description, and appears to 

have been central to good polity and social order. One act of ordering that however seemingly 

unified the Chamber with the Parisian police and English examples is the creation of a perceived 

omniscience, reaffirming its place in a larger European context and implementation of ideas.297   

                                                 
293 Walter 2001, p. 124. 
294 Braddick and Walter 2001, p. 8. 
295 Foucault 1995, p. 213–214. 
296 Roche 1987, p. 272. 
297 Ogborn 1993, p. 507 and Garrioch 1994, p. 515. 
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5. Conclusions 

Throughout this thesis, the perception of order, and its everyday enactment in the capital city of 

Stockholm, by the Royal Police Chamber in its first year, has taken centre-stage. The urban setting 

has appeared as a space where social order was forged and practiced in complex ways.  

The central concept of order has been tackled in a tripartite manner. First I began by considering 

it as a contemporary idea and ideal. This suggested that the centralization of policing in the manner 

of the Chamber matched Foucault as “the most direct expression of royal absolutism”. Good order 

and good polity was found to have been synonymous, somewhat tautologically being both the 

material objective and the means by which this objective was to be reached. It was mainly to be 

achieved by correcting behaviour and fostering a will to fulfil it all over society. When it comes to 

studying this as it was implemented the setting of the city and the Chamber’s practices have 

arguably been shown able to give a comprehensive perspective. The choice of angle of vision, 

between the entirety or individual transactions, described by Miles Ogborn as necessary, has been 

circumvented to a great degree. It has been made clear that the size of Stockholm, well-conditioned 

to be considered in regards to urban order, and the tools available, meant that the Chamber should 

have been able to achieve the order of its choice. The micro-sociologies of the individual 

interactions accounted for in the registers, and their small geographies, have been lifted up in 

accordance with Garthine Walker’s argument to a narrative material. Through quantitative 

considerations the significance and representativeness of the numerous entries were argued. 

In the ensuing part I moved on to the nature of disorder as it confronted the constables. When 

it came to this nature I first regarded the working question of what, particularly what sort of acts 

found their ways into the registers and what they told about disorder. Eight categories were formed, 

and considering them it can be said that a unifying trait of everyday disorders was failed or improper 

interaction. Incorrect acts of transactions threatened the economic ideal, lascivious acts of sexuality 

threatened the matrimonial ideal, and failed identifications or lack of belonging threatened the 

citizenly ideal. Considering the relationship between the categories it could however not be escaped 

that those concerned with the public sphere of the streets and the interactions which took place 

there dominated, even beyond what might have been expected given that patrolling it was a central 

task of constables. It, and the events that took place there, was to be kept up to standards. It was 

there that the wrong appearances were noted and designated as disorderly in themselves. It was 

also there that many intrusions upon the ideal of the orderly public took place or reached their 

crescendo. Especially the visibility of disorderly interaction which occurred there was found to have 

occupied much of the Chamber’s perception. 

Moving on I considered the working question of who those of disorderly nature were, both in 

regard to the particularities of individuals and their description, and focused in on social facts and 
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social imagination. Regarding the former it became clear that the average person who occurred in 

connection with disorder was a resident male burgher or soldier, of unclear marital status and age. 

Notable in spite of this was that those who appeared made up an extremely heterogeneous group, 

both genders and the whole of estate society was well represented on the ground. The order of the 

everyday thus appeared much more complex and diverse than the ideals of the upper strata. The 

social imagination showed a spectrum as to how the population was described and perceived. In a 

process of ordering the occurring people were fitted towards a norm of identification, and with 

only slight tweaking most matched, in spite of the groups heterogeneity. This norm was focused 

on that which gave support and position in society, be it an occupation or being under the 

responsibility of someone with such an occupation, emphasizing the forms of accepted participations 

in this community. Those differentiated and excluded from the norm, found at either extreme end 

of the spectrum, was united in the fact that they were those on the fringe, unable to take responsibility 

for themselves and lacked someone willing to do so for them. Visibility played a role also here, but 

only up until identification was successful. These individuals, problematic to pinpoint, were those 

who can be seen as considered disorderly by their very nature. 

The final piece to understanding the nature of disorder was found with the working question of 

where, both in regards to where acts took place, and what sort of spatial focus was being practiced. 

For one thing was confirmed an impressive spread of the Chamber’s operation, as acts were found 

and countered quite evenly across the entire city. Certain disorders were found to be connected to 

certain areas, something I argued to be explained by concentrated efforts of patrolling. Previously 

identified political nodes were represented to a high degree, but their position paled as the city’s 

bridges were found as central nodes of disorder beyond all others, seemingly also used for 

countering it. The spatial focus was determinable to a set of abstracts, placing themselves along the 

continuum from public to private. Dominant beyond other of these were however the city and the 

street. The issue with each was emphasized in different forms of interaction. The former with 

intrusion or lack of belonging, appearing both externally and internally. The latter once more 

brought forth visibility and the issues which constantly ran the risk of transitioning onto it. The 

point of what was thus reiterated as the public sphere of the streets was found to, beyond being 

merely a scene of many disorders and instrumental to the Chamber’s exercise of power, also be 

central to the its perception of order and occupying the main part of its spatial imaginary. 

The triptych of order was completed by considering what was done thereabout by ordering. 

This was accomplished with the working question of how, as to how the response to disorder 

appeared and how order was seemingly regained. This appears to have been mainly done via 

correction rather than punishment, thus echoing the ideas of order to a great degree, through 

warnings, instructions and fines. Harsher sentences were found only in extreme cases, and in most 

of these the theme of responsibility was again emphasized, as the local institutions took charge of 
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citizens and non-natives were sent to their place of origin. Through swiftly summoning up most 

sorts of individuals, from all over the city, the Chamber from the start announced its position and 

established the citizens as subordinates under its discipline. So, echoing Foucault, though the 

panoptic dream might not have been perfectly achieved, (in bearing over and covering everything 

that happens, down to every little moment) the Chamber, following a larger European trend, made 

a good effort towards that goal. 

How then was social and urban order in the estate society of eighteenth-century Sweden 

perceived and enacted in the everyday by its first police?  

Through considering not only crimes and disorders, but also supplicants and general decisions 

of policy, I have been able to present micro-sociologies of policing connected to order and 

disorder. In this I have expanded upon many previous studies and gone far beyond the politics of 

debates and ideas of ordinances. Instead I have closed in on how it actually appeared when these 

ideas of order were to be upheld and maintained, and how disorder was perceived by those who 

faced it, the authorities’ representatives moving throughout the city. Many key concepts have 

emerged, but what have appeared as of central significance to cultural formation is the street and 

particularly the visibility thereupon exhibited, adding that order could only be regained by 

establishing responsibility for those moving there. These were thus the three concepts essential and 

fundamental to how order was perceived and enacted. The centrality of the first goes beyond what 

would been expected from the studied contemporary normative material, where it figured but never 

dominated, and a majority of previous research.  

Riita Laitinen and Dag Lindström’s 2008 claim that the city street is a neglected concept in early 

modern Swedish cultural history has been shown to ring exceedingly true. Building on this in the 

particular context of Stockholm, I have found that bridges should be added to this, as they appear 

to have been nodes of disorder in their own right, warranting further consideration. For through 

my thesis the street (and its bridges) has kept recurring: in regards to what happened on it, who 

moved there, from where filth was flowing to it, and how it might be corrected, so that its ideal 

could be upheld. Its public sphere was not only where disorders mostly occurred, and how they 

were described, it was also what was being threatened. It appears in practice as the main feature of 

enacting not only urban, but also social order. As such it was not only a material concept, but in 

equal measure imbued with meaning in itself.  

This is then how the title of this thesis should be understood, how its main question is answered, 

and what mainly should be brought away from it: ordering the streets was both the means, and the 

purpose, of achieving good polity and establishing social order in this urban context. 

What has been presented in regards to this is only a snapshot, showing the operations during 

the first year of 1776. It is a choice that has served me well, I have been able to show a new 

organization that already from the start took an extremely active part in controlling and 
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constructing society. The constant surveillance and watchful eye, which contemporary ideas placed 

as central to functioning polity, appear to have been intently and particularly focused on public 

sphere of the streets. Space was fundamental not only to the Chamber’s exercise of power, but also 

to its purpose. With this understanding the differing treatments of the two Peters might better be 

comprehended: If anyone was to walk the city streets, and call out the sale of printed papers, it was 

only as an alternative to something even more undesirable occurring thereupon. In this way an 

activity, that was not an accepted form of participation in the community when performed by one 

individual, could become accepted when ordered to be performed by another. Furthermore, it had 

to be made clear to all that it happened not only with the explicit sanction, but also under the strict 

observation of the Royal Police Chamber. Through these insights I want to argue that the stories 

of disorder treated in this thesis have indeed told a broader cultural story of the period. 

With these answers then found many conundrums still remain. Several paths of continued 

research have appeared through this thesis. For example: What did the badge symbolize to women 

peddlers and why was it that some of them chose to spurn it? How and why did different pub 

operators partake in networks for exchanging license bills between each other? What sort of 

individuals can be found to have spent time together and interacted on these pubs? These are only 

a few such fascinating avenues which long to be scrutinized.  

The main question is however: what happened after this initial year? This is a subject which 

needs to be tackled from a number of angles. One would be continued probing into the everyday 

enactment of order on estate society’s ground floor, and to see whether the Chamber’s practices 

and focus changed in later periods of its existence. If so, what does it say of this societies developing 

culture and what was seen as significant in that context? Regarding this further work and refinement 

is also worthwhile when it comes to the categories of disorder, both as a whole and individually: 

were for example cases of vagrancy and begging continually treated with the same brevity, was 

there a change in the strategies to counter sanitary disorders, and to what degree do these matters 

inform about the views on poverty and health respectively? Furthermore, considerations should be 

made into the modes of description: were the individuals with narratives attached only a hint of 

encyclopaedic knowledge and files on offenders to come, were those perceived as disorderly in 

themselves foreshadowing a more defined criminal class which emerged in the following century, 

and if so how did these shifts take shape? Finally, the neglected streets, bridges and spatial strategies 

of policing deserve extended examination and to have their broader cultural history told, as to make 

up for the previous neglect and aid a deeper understanding of early modern urbanity. 

Thankfully the Chamber’s archive offers limitless possibilities for further studies, and might 

hold the answers to these and other inquiries, it just waits to be explored. 
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6.1.1 Unpublished 
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Kungl. Boktryckeriet; P. A. Norstedt & Söner. 

Kongl. Maj:ts nådiga Förordning, angående Policens förbättrande här i Residence-Staden. Gifwen 
Stockholms Slott then 13 Februariii 1776. 

Kongl. Maj:ts Nådige Förordning, Emot Swalg och Dryckenskap, Gifwen Stockholm i Råd-
Cammaren den 17 Aprilis 1733 

Kongl. Majt:ts Reglemente för Brandwachten, som här i Staden och des Förstäder alla nätter 
hädanefter kommer utaf de indelte Brandmästerskapen at utgå; Hwilket wederbörande 
hafwa at sättia uti behörig wärckställighet, och sig till underdånig effterlefnad ställa, till 
des Politie- och Brandordningarne blifwa fulkombligen utarbetade, och kunna af Trycket 
utkomma. Stockholm i Råd-Cammaren den 2. April. 1729. 

Kungörelse, Angående the anstalter, som komma att widtagas, til Tiggeriernes hämmande här I 
Staden; Gifwen Stockholm af Kongl. Slotts-Cancelliet then 11 Junii 1773. 

Tal, om Politie i allmänhet, hållet för Kongl. Vetenskaps-Academien, vid Praesidii nedläggande, 
den 15 Februarii 1777, af Hans Excellence Herr Baron Carl Sparre, Kongl. Maj:ts och 
Riksens Råd, Öfwer-Ståthållare i Stockholm, Commendeur af Svärds-Orden med Stora 
Korset. Stockholm: Tryckt hos Johan Georg Lange, 1777. 

ÖfwerStåthållareEmbetets kungörelse, angående den nya PolitieInrättningen här i Staden, som 
med den 22 i denna April månad kommer at taga sin början. Den 17 April 1776.  
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8. Appendices 

8.1 Appendix 1. Social position and categories of disorder 

Table 20. The relation between singular men’s social position and the categories they appear in (N and %) 

Category 

Street 
regulation 
& 
sanitation 

Commerce 
& fraud 

Violence & 
disturbance Administration Theft Vice 

Vagrancy 
& begging Miscellaneous Total 

Number of 
entries 955 872 433 104 90 48 36 63 2,601 

Division 36.7 % 33.5 % 16.6 % 4.0 % 3.5 % 1.8 % 1.4 % 2.4 % 100.0 % 

Nobility, higher 
officials and 
clergy: 63 16 2 3 0 0 0 1 85 

Division 74.1 % 18.8 % 2.4 % 3.5 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 1.2 % 100.0 % 

High military 
officers, 
bureaucrats and 
administrators: 38 12 4 7 1 0 1 1 64 

Division 59.4 % 18.8 % 6.3 % 10.9 % 1.6 % 0.0 % 1.6 % 1.6 % 100.0 % 

Burghers and 
businessmen: 394 151 56 20 3 2 0 11 637 

Division 61.9 % 23.7 % 8.8 % 3.1 % 0.5 % 0.3 % 0.0 % 1.7 % 100.0 % 

Guards, city 
watchmen, 
customs 
officers, lower 
military 
officers, 
soldiers and 
sailors: 56 68 98 10 27 2 5 15 281 

Division 19.9 % 24.2 % 34.9 % 3.6 % 9.6 % 0.7 % 1.8 % 5.3 % 100.0 % 

Peasantry 6 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 

Division 22.2 % 77.8 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 100.0 % 

Servants, 
journeymen, 
drudges, 
labourers and 
apprentices: 89 134 71 10 10 1 6 9 330 

Division 27.0 % 40.6 % 21.5 % 3.0 % 3.0 % 0.3 % 1.8 % 2.7 % 100.0 % 

Others: 3 23 3 4 3 0 6 7 49 

Division 6.1 % 46.9 % 6.1 % 8.2 % 6.1 % 0.0 % 12.2 % 14.3 % 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776  
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Table 21. The relation between singular women’s social position and the categories they appear in (N and %) 

Category 

Street 
regulation 
& 
sanitation 

Commerce 
& fraud 

Violence & 
disturbance Administration Theft Vice 

Vagrancy 
& begging Miscellaneous Total 

Number of 
entries 955 872 433 104 90 48 36 63 2,601 

Division 36.7 % 33.5 % 16.6 % 4.0 % 3.5 % 1.8 % 1.4 % 2.4 % 100.0 % 

Nobility, 
higher officials 
and clergy: 6 2 0 3 0 1 0 0 12 

Division 50.0 % 16.7 % 0.0 % 25.0 % 0.0 % 8.3 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 100.0 % 

High military 
officers, 
bureaucrats 
and 
administrators: 4 3 0 0 1 2 0 0 10 

Division 40.0 % 30.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 10.0 % 20.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 100.0 % 

Burghers and 
businessmen: 60 108 28 10 2 2 1 4 215 

Division 27.9 % 50.2 % 13.0 % 4.7 % 0.9 % 0.9 % 0.5 % 1.9 % 100.0 % 

Guards, city 
watchmen, 
customs 
officers, lower 
military 
officers, 
soldiers and 
sailors: 17 46 5 3 5 3 2 1 82 

Division 20.7 % 56.1 % 6.1 % 3.7 % 6.1 % 3.7 % 2.4 % 1.2 % 100.0 % 

Peasantry 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Division 0.0 % 100.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 100.0 % 

Servants, 
journeymen, 
drudges, 
labourers and 
apprentices: 16 72 9 6 10 9 4 2 128 

Division 12.5 % 56.3 % 7.0 % 4.7 % 7.8 % 7.0 % 3.1 % 1.6 % 100.0 % 

Others: 49 79 14 10 7 9 7 5 180 

Division 27.2 % 43.9 % 7.8 % 5.6 % 3.9 % 5.0 % 3.9 % 2.8 % 100.0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 
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8.2 Appendix 2. Something about the temporal world of the Chamber 

When looking at the entries in the registers time appears to have been a factor in everyday ordering, 

though to a much lesser degree than space. Discarding the entries where the date, period of time 

or context of a disorder was noted, and focusing in on those where a general or specific time of 

day can be found, results in 318 entries (12.2 percent of the total). Their spread across the day is 

shown in the diagram below. 

Figure 11. Entries specifying time of day (N=318 and %) 

 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 

Considering these times in regards to the categories of disorder there is a minority of cases 

throughout all of them where time can be learned indicated. The one exception is Violence and 

disturbance, which contain more than half of the temporally explicit entries (163 to be specific), 

almost all of which are oriented toward the evening or night. This correspond with and confirm 

that the already mentioned regulations in regards to legal hours of drinking were the most 

important factor to the Chamber’s temporal ordering.  

This is just one preliminary conclusion and it is still highly unclear why time of day is given in 

some cases, and not in other, when it is not an implicit part of the offence. For example, why does 

the time when someone is arrested for begging matter? These and other temporal issues still merit 

further study. 

  

6 %

7 %

4 %

10 %

48 %

25 %

Morning (18) Forenoon (23) Noon (12)

Afternoon (33) Evening (152) Night (80)



92 

8.3 Appendix 3. Mapped geographical concentration of disorders 

Map 1. Number of entries indicating different geographical areas of Stockholm (N=1,310 and %)

 

Part of General Charta öfwer Stockholm med Malmarne by Petrus Tillaeus, from 1733.298 Note that north is to the right. 

  

                                                 
298 This map was actually commissioned from Tillaeus by the Royal Polity and Fire Committee in 1731 to aid and 
make up the basis on which the city could be structured in different districts. Though it was presented for the 
committee that same year there are no indications that it was ever used to this purpose. See Wester 1946, p. 95. 
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8.4 Appendix 4. Geographical areas and categories of disorder 

Table 22. The relation between specified geographical areas and all categories (N and %) 

Place 
Kungshol
men 

Norrma
lm 

Ladugårdsla
ndet 

Djurgård
en 

Blasiehol
men 

Passa
ge 

Stad
en 

Söderma
lm 

Långhol
men 

Strömm
en 

Utanför 
staden 

Tot
al 

Street 
regulation 
& 
sanitation 47 260 53 2 10 27 141 228 2 2 3 775 

Division 6.1 % 33.5 % 6.8 % 0.3 % 1.3 % 3.5 % 
18.2 

% 29.4 % 0.3 % 0.3 % 0.4 % 
100.
0 % 

Commerce 
& fraud 7 96 20 3 4 25 56 54 0 6 2 273 

Division 2.6 % 35.2 % 7.3 % 1.1 % 1.5 % 9.2 % 
20.5 

% 19.8 % 0.0 % 2.2 % 0.7 % 
100.
0 % 

Violence & 
disturbance 3 27 7 0 0 15 60 26 0 2 0 140 

Division 2.1 % 19.3 % 5.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 
10.7 

% 
42.9 

% 18.6 % 0.0 % 1.4 % 0.0 % 
100.
0 % 

Administrat
ion 2 12 3 0 0 0 13 6 0 0 0 36 

Division 5.6 % 33.3 % 8.3 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 
36.1 

% 16.7 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 
100.
0 % 

Theft 1 5 2 0 0 4 11 5 0 1 3 32 

Division 3.1 % 15.6 % 6.3 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 
12.5 

% 
34.4 

% 15.6 % 0.0 % 3.1 % 9.4 % 
100.
0 % 

Vice 0 5 1 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 10 

Division 0.0 % 50.0 % 10.0 % 10.0 % 0.0 % 
10.0 

% 
20.0 

% 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 
100.
0 % 

Vagrancy & 
begging 0 2 0 0 0 4 5 0 0 0 0 11 

Division 0.0 % 18.2 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 
36.4 

% 
45.5 

% 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 0.0 % 
100.
0 % 

Miscellaneo
us 2 7 3 1 1 2 9 5 0 3 0 33 

Division 6.1 % 21.2 % 9.1 % 3.0 % 3.0 % 6.1 % 
27.3 

% 15.2 % 0.0 % 9.1 % 0.0 % 
100.
0 % 

Source: Database, 0021 ÖÄ, 01 Äldre poliskammaren, Diarium, CIa1, 1–2, 1776 
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8.5 Appendix 5. Mapped pattern of disorders in the city centre 

Map 2. Indicated places of selected categories’ entries on, and adjacent to, the main island (Staden) (N=246)299

 

Part of Grundritning öfver Stockholms Stad by Jonas Brolin, from 1771. Note that north is up on this one. 

                                                 
299 The indications on the map need to be taken with some healthy scepticism. They are all from the entries where I 
have been able to pin down a place, but there are differences amongst these. In some entries the place is very 
definitive, given as a particular building or street corner. In other entries I can only tell for sure that something took 
place on for example a particular square, street or harbour, whereas the precise placement is unclear. So extra caution 
has to be taken when it comes to larger squares and longer streets or harbours. The alarm of these caveats should 
however not be exaggerated, I still find the exercise fruitful and at the very least it is still possible to see that there did 
exist some places where cases appear to have clustered. 


