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Abstract 

The Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN) has since its origins in the late 1960’s been 

connected to the emphasis on Economic, Social and Cultural rights and the regional need for 

economic development. Through the intense years and debates that followed the first ASEAN 

Declaration the unity has made significant contributions to the Human Rights discourse due to the 

challenges and possibilities that surfaced. The Kingdom of Cambodia is one of the ASEAN member 

states poorest countries but through rapid economic development are well on its way towards 

becoming a middle- income nation. The local experiences of the Khmer people in the Cambodian 

society will provide indicators of what is needed out of an ASEAN Human Rights mechanism. This 

Master’s Thesis will critically analyze the evolving ASEAN Human rights mechanism as it has 

reached so far and what the Khmer Human Rights needs are from such a mechanism.  

I would like to give special tribute to the local NGO Building Community Voices that has supported 

me through my first encounter with Human Rights work in Cambodia, to my at home supervisor 

Professor Elena Namli and to Legal advisor Mr. Kul Midy for your expertise and enthusiasm. To 

SIDA who made all this possible.  

Finally a thank you note to my parents who teaches me to have an open heart 
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List of acronyms   

ASA        Association of Southeast Asia  
ASEAN   Association of Southeast Asia Nations 
AICHR    ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights 
ELC         Economic Land Concessions 
UN           United Nations 
UNDP      United Nations Development Program 
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1. Introduction 
The universal declaration on human rights was signed in 1948 with its aim to achieve universal 

status. The importance of the universal approach was to ensure the full realization of these rights to 

all human beings, but the vast differences between countries and peoples have given cause to 

numerous translations and interpretations of the language of the rights. During the 1990’s the 

Southeast Asian region articulated a certain set of Asian values that did not align with the Universal 

understanding of the human rights and the claim was that the international community put to much 

emphasis upon civil and political rights: Therefor it was challenged as a western idea for western 

societies Asia needed their own voice. From Middle East to Japan the whole of Asia inhabits such a 

diversity regarding politics, culture and geography. The region itself is a fast growing area where 

the respect and consideration for human rights are very varied depending on the country and its 

historical background. The meaning of the ’Asian way’ and the later developed ’ASEAN way’ of 

human rights becomes an important topic to highlight since most Southeast Asian countries wants a 

certain twist to the universal understanding of the human rights. The distinct cultural traditions, 

social practices and environments encompasses the specific needs and ambitions as of what the 

peoples might desire out of a human rights mechanism of all of Southeast Asia.   1

The Asian values discourse is no longer as heated amongst scholars and public figures today but 

cultural claims are still being defended and they are still challenging the foundation of the 

traditional meaning of the rights. This tension is visible within the development of the Association 

of the Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN) and the later established in 2009 the ASEAN 

Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) and from 2012 the ASEAN human 

rights declaration. The Kingdom of Cambodia is a nation working hard for economic development 

and the state party are inviting massive investments from foreign developers at the same time they 

are compromising the importance of human rights for its people and escaping the laws built to 

protect its citizen. This is achieved with the argument for the need of rapid development claimed to 

save the people from the vast poverty in Cambodia. The political culture in Cambodia is of a soft 

authoritarian style where much of the political power is centralized to a small prosperous ruling 

 H Tan, The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights, in , Cambridge, Cambridge 1

University Press, 2011.P. 1-2.
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elite where corruption is one of the main institutional problems to long term development. 

Cambodia joined the United Nations (UN) in 1955 and as a part of the national legislature are the 

majority of the internationally acclaimed treaties and declarations. The issues that circulates in 

Cambodia are not the lack of signed and ratified papers but the implementation processes, the laws 

usually don't effectively reach down to the local levels of realization due to underdeveloped 

institutions. At the local level the Non Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) are doing the majority 

of the human rights protection and provides vast amounts of information and advice to the general 

public. Cambodia joined ASEAN in 1999 which opened up the market to economic development 

and with it arrises many local human rights challenges that might influence and guide the need for 

the new and developing human rights framework with the ASEAN unity. The slogan for the 

ASEAN way is one vision, one identity and one community. 

1.1 Aim & Limitations  

Based on empirical findings from field trips conducted in Cambodia in 2014 and 2015 the purpose 

of this thesis grew out of the close contact with NGO personnel and their work with local peoples in 

their journey towards reaching effective human rights remedies. Cambodia joined the ASEAN 

union in 1999, the ASEAN values evolved out of the need to remove poverty through economic 

growth and development but later on established a human rights agenda based on the specific needs 

of the region. The general purpose of this thesis is to investigate the need for social justice in the 

kingdom of Cambodia and why that need is relevant in the evolving ASEAN Human Rights 

framework . In order to gather an understanding of the human rights challenges and possibilities for 

the local peoples the choice is to critically analyze the understanding of human rights found in the 

ASEAN unity in relations to the need for social justice in Cambodia.  

1.2 Research Questions  

- Based on the human rights discourse found in ASEAN publications, what is the general 
understanding of human rights, cultural sensitivity and social justice? 

- What current challenges does the ASEAN human rights discourse express? How can they 
be explained in relations to other human rights perspectives?  

!6
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- Are the needs of the current human rights situation in Cambodia being reflected in the 
ASEAN way of human rights? What are the local khmer perspectives on the current human 
rights situation? 

- How does the Khmer human rights challenges contribute to the evolvement of an ASEAN 
human rights mechanism? What are the challenges and possibilities with this mechanism? 

1.3 Material 

In the chapter ’The Asian Values discourse’ the book The Politics of Justice and Human Rights by 

Associate Professor Anthony J. Langlois investigates the Universal approach to Human Rights and 

its ability to adapt to cultural diversity. Since this thesis is aiming at the challenges and possibilities 

with an ASEAN Human rights mechanism Langlois presents an evaluation, not just about the 

importance of culture, but also why the Asian Values debate is not a dead one and how it still is 

being discussed today. 

Joanne R. Bauers and Daniel A. Bells book The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights were used, 

the book is the result of an international project active in the years 1994- 1998 under the name ’The 

growth of East Asia and its impact on Human Rights’ an initiative of Carnegie Council on Ethics 

and International Affairs New York. The project was a collaborative studying how people in East 

Asia (including Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia) are dealing with human rights after the regions 

rapid change in economy and social development. In this thesis the book has mainly been worked 

with to provide the foundations of Asian Values and also finding the similarities to the later on 

ASEAN way. The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights contains several authors and most 

relevant for discussing ASEAN and Cambodian challenges are partly the introduction made by 

Joanne R. Bauer and Daniel A. Bell explaining the general meaning of Asian Values. Further on 

Professor Inoue Tatsuo critically analyses the authenticity of the Asian Values debate and its 

underlying dichotomies in the chapter ’ Liberal Democracy and Asian Orientalism’. Since much of 

the Asian values critique regards the challenge between Eastern and Western values, Jack Donnelly 

provides a defense of the Universal school in the chapter ’Human Rights and Asian Values: A 

Defense of ”Western” Universalism’ where Asian governments and elites must respect the 

international human rights standards. Both Tatsuo and Donnelly are very skeptical towards the 
!7
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Asian Values debate and they both critically analyses their meaning and potentials which explains 

why the values are no longer strived for by the ASEAN governments but it also describes which 

parts that are still being discussed.  

The fourth chapter ’ The ASEAN Way’ are partly described through information provided by 

ASEAN.org but also with Assistant Professor Dr. Tan Hsien-Li’s work The ASEAN 

Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights: Institutionalizing Human Rights in Southeast 

Asia. The book covers Asian Values but most prominently it covers the evolving relationship 

between ASEAN states and the international Human Rights regime. ’The ASEAN Way’ chapter 

discusses the process towards a more integrated Human Rights system through Hsien-Li’s analysis 

of the workings and challenges of ASEAN. She also presents the evolving ’right to development’ 

and the impact ASEAN interest in economic, social and cultural rights has on the growing Human 

Rights framework.  

The fifth chapter ’Development as Freedom’ discusses the freedom perspective based on Professor 

Amartya Sen’s theory on economic development. The chapter presents human rights challenges in 

the Khmer society in relations to the quality of life and the means of development. Sen further 

evaluates the importance of political an civil rights during times of development which is not entire 

agreed upon within the Asian Values debate and later on in the ASEAN Way although in the later is 

has balanced significantly. In the Freedom perspective the need for human capability is discussed in 

depth which is of importance to later on analyze the Human Rights challenges within the Khmer 

society and how to raise economic welfare on a local level. Associate Professor Dr. Charlene Tan 

and  Dr.Vicente Reyes published Political Values in Asia, the ASEAN Political Security Community, 

and Confucius’ Philosophy in 2014 and is part of the newer research on the ASEAN Way and its 

foundations in Confucian philosophy. In order to explain the ASEAN operational way of consensus 

and consultation Confucian thought presents its underlying influences and historical roots. Senior 

research fellow at the Center for International Law National University of Singapore Dr. Hao Duy 

Phan covers in A Selective Approach to Establishing a Human Rights Mechanism in Southeast Asia: 

The Case for a Southeast Asian Court of Human Rights the inclusive approach adopted by ASEAN 

!8

http://ASEAN.org


Master’s thesis in Human Rights 
Department of Theology 
Uppsala University 

Camilla Mårtensson 
2016-05-30

to include all member states in the development of a Human Rights body. Dr. Hao Duy evaluate the 

core principles of ASEAN and its fundamental challenges to create a functioning Human Rights 

mechanism 

1.5 Semi- structured based interviews  

In order to critically analyze and value the ASEAN human rights framework and how human rights 

are being regarded I choose to conduct discussions with local NGO’s and with the khmer people 

living in the Koh Kong province. The main focus is how rapid development effects the growth of an 

ASEAN human rights framework, through the interviews and group discussions this thesis aims to 

decipher main challenges and possibilities. The interviews are mainly to form an understanding on 

the local challenges from a khmer perspective and how they experience social justice.   

The intention is to interview people that are in direct contact with issues of rapid development and 

what thoughts the respondents have around the subject. Through semi- structured based questions 

the aim is to add a dimension to the ASEAN values debate and how it's being activated on the local 

level but the aim is also to understand how professionals view the implementation of human rights 

in Cambodia. In interviewing Non Governmental Organization (NGO) employees I hope to sample 

many ideas of how an eventual human rights framework would most benefit the khmer population. 

Although they are most likely to have an altered view on rapid development and the human rights in 

general in Cambodia they have a lot of experience working in the provinces and they have been 

following several human rights issues very closely for many years. The questions followed a semi- 

structured model with a set of questions (see appendix) that I partly followed, the aim was to 

explore topics of rapid development, asian human rights, ASEAN and social justice but with the 

ambition to let the person talk from their own experiences.   

In particular I was interested in the peoples idea of the ASEAN human rights a concept which  I 

found difficult to ask directly about since people often didn't know much about it so the questions 

were formulated in an effort to ask about it indirectly. How is the ASEAN human rights framework 

progressing from a local level?  

!9
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1.6 Disposition 

The beginning chapter of this thesis will portrait the current human rights situation in the Kingdom 

of Cambodia and the journey from being a war-torn country to becoming a lower- middle income 

nation. The aim is to represent a basis for the most common human rights challenges in the nation 

and the specific needs in terms of the further development of human rights and social justice. The 

Asian values discourse being one of the fundamental influences to the human rights discourse in the 

ASEAN association and being the feature of the following chapter it aims to provides an 

understanding to the asian way of human rights and its development. The fourth chapter features the 

journey from Asian to the ASEAN way of human rights, its defense of cultural sensitivity and its 

place in the world. The aim is to provide a current understanding of the unique qualities, challenges 

and possibilities of the ASEAN associations growing human rights mechanism. The fifth chapter is 

dedicated to the prospects of a ASEAN human rights body and the ASEAN vision of the future. In 

order to make any sense of the current human rights issues in Cambodia and within the ASEAN 

association the sixth chapter will be discussing Amartya Sen and the development as freedom in the 

Asian context in order to critically analyze and deconstruct the human rights challenges. The 

seventh chapter will be presenting the results from the field study conducted in Cambodia and the 

findings and interviews are to be presented there. 

!10
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2. The kingdom of Cambodia 

2.1 Cambodia: The khmer Human Rights experience 

The kingdom of Cambodia located in Southeast Asia are one of the three poorest countries 

alongside Maynamar (Burma) and Laos within the free trade union Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN). The richest ASEAN countries are the developed countries of Indonesia, 

Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. The civil war and the khmer rouge destroyed 

many layers of the Cambodian society during the 1970’s until today the people and the government 

are working towards rebuilding the country and its institutions. Outside of the capital Phnom Penh 

there are mostly rural areas with vast rice fields, villages and dusty roads with many people 

traveling on them daily. The khmer population estimated at 15.33 million  in 2014 the poverty rate 2

was 18.6 percent of total population, in further details 3 million people lived in poverty and 8.1 

million experienced a life close to the poverty line. Amongst the poor population about 90 percent 

are farmers making a living caring for their lands and selling the surplus of their crops on markets 

or near main roads.   3

Part of the State party’s vision is to increase the development process and become a upper- middle 

income country by the year 2030, which would demonstrate a significant milestone towards 

achieving a self- sustained economy. As a post conflict society the Cambodian economy has been 

rapidly growing including the rebuilding of peace and security, larger capital flows and a more open 

cooperation with neighboring countries. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita is over 1000 

US dollars which implies that Cambodia is well on its way to become a lower- middle income 

country according to United Nations Development Program (UNDP). Cambodia has reached vast 

improvements in areas of development and growth looking at Human Development Index access to 

education, providing a living and life expectancy significant achievements are visible. Looking at 

 The World Bank (IBRD) Cambodia survey. 2014.  http://data.worldbank.org/country/cambodia (Accessed 2

2016-05-16).

 The World Bank (IBRD) Cambodia overview. April 2016. http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/cambodia/3

overview (Accessed 2016-05-16). 
!11
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Gross National Income (GNI) per capita and the Purchase Power Parity (PPP) Cambodia has 

between the years 1995- 2012 expanded some 163 percent from 797 USD to 2 095 USD.  The state 4

party worked vigorously towards achieving the millennium goals and in 2009 the World Bank 

estimated that Cambodia had indeed reached the goals of halving the poverty rate. With the aim of 

rapid development the government are attracting vast foreign investments into the country. This has 

brought in many new investors to place their money in Cambodia despite many domestic 

uncertainties with fragile institutions and repeatedly displaying difficulties in implementing national 

and international laws. There are many development challenges such as an effective management of 

land and natural resources, growing gender inequality, income disparity, disparity between the 

urban population and the rural poor.   5

Due to the vast farming lands, forest resources and the rich bio-diversity many investors are very 

appealed to invest but in many cases it causes disputes with the local people already living in these 

areas and causes a clash of interests.  According to Cambodian Human Rights and Development 6

Association (ADHOC) around 60 percent of the arable land in Cambodia is in the hands of private 

companies. Economic Land Concessions (ELC) have been re- classified as state private land in 

order to give ownership to the citizens reportedly it is very difficult to ensure that the ownership is 

actualized since illegal logging still occur on the lands without the peoples consent and sometimes 

even without their knowledge. In early 2013 the government completed the first phase of a land 

titling project with a second phase coming up in late 2013. ADHOC and many other NGO’s have 

raised their concerns about lack of transparency, accountability and the absence of an effective 

dispute settlement mechanism in regards to selling of lands to foreign companies and the rights of 

the people living there. Areas of dispute are being left out of the media and NGO’s have been 

prohibited to efficiently evaluate the operations, without external monitoring the deeply rooted 

corruption and human rights abuses are sadly common. Indigenous peoples are often unheard in 

their needs and the land titling program doesn’t address them in their need for collective land titles 

 United Nations Development Program (UNDP) About Cambodia. 2014. http://www.kh.undp.org/content/4

cambodia/en/home/countryinfo/ (Accessed 2015-10-10)

The World Bank (IBRD) Cambodia overview. April 2016. http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/cambodia/5

overview (Accessed 2016-05-16).

 The World Bank (IBRD) Cambodia overview. April 2016. http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/cambodia/6

overview (Accessed 2016-05-16).
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to protect their rights. From the year 2000 until 2013 ADHOC estimates that 770,000 people around 

6 percent of the population has been adversely affected by land grabbing.   7

2.3 Economic Land Concessions  

The legal framework for granting foreign investors the rights to establish their businesses in 

Cambodia, is the 2001 land law and Sub-decree No. 146 Economic Land Concessions (ELC). The 

legal authority over these ELC’s are the government body Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries (MAFF) and the Ministry of Environment (MoE). The ELC’s can only in accordance with 

the land law be granted on state private lands and the maximum of hectares allowed is 10 000 under 

a maximum period of 99 years art. 59 & 61 Land Law.  The concessionaire is not allowed to sell the 8

land or to transfer it to another. In order to be granted an ELC firstly the land must be registered as 

state private land then there must be an environmental and social impact assessment in accordance 

with the environmental law, it also must attain a plan of land usage and public consultations much 

be held with the local authorities and residents in the area. Solutions for resettlement of the 

residents and issues regarding these must be in place before the concessions can take place.   9

It is difficult to get clear information about the number of active land concessions but according to 

MAFF an area of 1.204 750 hectares have been given ELC’s to 118 companies, NGO reports 

measured in 2015 the area to 1.934 896 hectares granted to 230 companies based on information 

given by MAFF and MoE. Since 2012 the government has earned 80 million USD on the ELC 

according to open development Cambodia.  From the NGO’s, UN, international organizations and 10

the media there is a frequent stream of reports raising concerns about these ELCs and their impact 

on the local people. Later on in the Case study in Chapter six the community leaders in various 

provinces will present their voices on the issues. The reports surfacing internationally held 

 Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association (ADHOC) REPORT: Land situation in 7

Cambodia. 2013. http://www.adhoc-cambodia.org/?p=4580 (Accessed 2016-05-12)

 The Land law. 2001. NS/RKM/0801/14.  8

http://www.cambodiainvestment.gov.kh/land-law_010430.html (Accessed 2015-10-10)

 Open development Cambodia (ODC). Economic Land Concessions.  9

http://www.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/briefing/economic-land-concessions-elcs/ (Accessed 
2015-10-10).

 Open development Cambodia (ODC). Economic Land Concessions.  10

http://www.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/briefing/economic-land-concessions-elcs/ (Accessed 
2015-10-10).
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information about the people and their communities loosing the lands to concession holders through 

forced evictions, involuntarily resettlement or badly designed relocation. The results of this 

administration is the loss of income for the local khmer people and increased poverty through 

limited access to income, water and sanitation, electricity, health services and education.   11

Cambodia has attracted some 427 million dollars in investment during 2013 from China alone, 

which is up 62 percent from the previous year. The investment have focused on garment and 

manufacturing industries, banking and finance, agriculture, tourism, energy, mining, real estate, 

transport and telecommunication. The money has is some ways positively changed the development 

in Cambodia regards to employment opportunities and the reduction of poverty, but the political and 

bilateral ties between the two countries gives cause for questioning since many of the Chinese 

companies buying land in Cambodia escalate the issues with land disputes and human rights 

violations.   12

Since China is giving massive loans to Cambodia and its historical ties, Cambodia has been accused 

within the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to favor Chinese investment above 

that of other nations. The Cambodian Center for Human Rights reported that 50 percent of land 

concessions deals granted since 1994 which in total involves 4.6 million hectares were given to 

Chinese companies to invest in mining, hydropower and agriculture in Cambodia.  Cambodia held 13

the chair position in the ASEAN association during 2012 and was criticized by the member states of 

Brunei, Thailand, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore and Viet Nam 

to heavily rely on Chinese interests.  In January 2013 two Chinese companies reached a deal build 14

a 400 Km rail line, a steel plant in the Preah Vihear province and a seaport in Cambodia, worth a 

combined 11.2 billion dollars in what would be by far the country’s biggest ever investments. The 

deal is the latest signs of China expanding its powers in the ASEAN countries much due to the help 

Open development Cambodia (ODC). Economic Land Concessions.  11

http://www.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/briefing/economic-land-concessions-elcs/ (Accessed 2015-10-10.

 Global Times. Chinese investment in Cambodia 2013.2014. http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/12

838148.shtml (Accessed 2016-05-12)

 Pheakdey, Heng. Chinese investment and aid in Cambodia a controversial affair. East Asia Forum. 2013 13

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2013/07/16/chinese-investment-and-aid-in-cambodia-a-controversial-affair/ 
(Accessed 2016-05-14)

 Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN). ASEAN Member states.  14

http://www.asean.org/asean/asean-member-states (Accessed 2016-05-14)
!14
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and investments they have given during a longer period of time not to mention Chinese close 

cooperation with the Cambodian government. The human rights breaches caused by illegal land 

grabbing is by no means only because of foreign companies establishing their businesses in 

Cambodia, but much due to the lack of rule of law which will be discussed later throughout the 

chapters and in the Case study in section 6.2. The United Nations Periodic review revises the major 

human rights challenges in Cambodia and provides a general overview to further understand what 

the Cambodian institutions and legal frameworks look like. Although presented in a cautionary way 

the periodic review points out how the country operates in terms of human rights. 

2.2 United Nations Periodic review: Local Human Rights Challenges 

The latest human rights periodic report made by the United Nations human rights committee was 

submitted in March 2015, the report was initially started ten years ago but due to a disruptive 

dialogue with the state party the report got delayed. International human rights treaties have been 

signed and ratified by the Cambodian government and are a part of the national law system with 

applicability in the courts.  However there are limited awareness amongst the judiciary and legal 15

professions about the Covenant which brings with it the lack of applied human rights measures in 

the court in Cambodia. The committee strongly advise the state party to raise the needed awareness 

amongst the judges, prosecutors, lawyers and in the national courts. The committee strongly advises 

the state party to continue and also execute the promise of a national and independent human rights 

institution in alignment with the principles of protection and promotion of human rights which is 

part of the Paris Peace Principles ( general assembly resolution 48/134, annex). The state party have 

published a draft law on how they will establish a national institution further procedures has long 

been delayed.  The issue on gender equality in Cambodia has been brought up on the agenda, the 16

state party made an effort to enhance the participation of women in public forums, but the low 

representation reported within the political and public sectors raises the need for more progressive 

action. The main issues regarding gender inequality according to the report are the continuous 

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 15

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art. 5.

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 16

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art. 6.
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stereotyping of women in the family and society there is a significant gender wage gap and most 

working women get their salaries from low income and unskilled sectors of the labour force such as 

the garment industry. There is a significant need to ensure equality between women and men in all 

spheres of society where the lack of effective implementation of legislation and policies is 

noticeable.  17

Since the Paris Peace Agreements were ratified in Cambodia during 1991 the Committee was very 

concerned that no one yet had been held accountable for the extrajudicial killings executed by  the 

national army, police and gendarmerie. There has been an excessive use of force that has resulted in 

many deaths, injuries and forced disappearance as a result of the use of security forces during 

demonstrations in the capital of Phnom Penh. Particularly concerning are the lack of any specific 

detailed information in the investigations that where conducted in these cases. The roles of the 

municipal security guards are highly questionable as participants in policing demonstrations.  The 18

need for an independent complaints mechanism with the jurisdiction to investigate all reported 

allegations and complaints about human rights abuses, it should also make sure to prosecute the 

perpetrators of the crimes and the victims should be compensated.  As for those in custody the 19

Committee noted that the lack of access to counsel consistently contribute to the abuse and ill 

treatment of those waiting for judgment. The State party is advised to guarantee that all areas of the 

law are in harmony with the covenant to ensure the rights to equality before the courts and tribunals 

and to a fair trial.  There has been issues where high ranking officials have exerted their powers to 20

interfere in the courts system the reports suggests the state party hesitation to prosecute suspects of 

the crimes committed during the Khmer Rouge regime. The judiciary is often accused of being 

highly corrupt and interfered with by the elite. The laws and the functions of the Supreme Council 

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 17

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art. 7.

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 18

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art. 12.

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 19

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art 13.

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 20

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art. 17.
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of Magistracy does not build upon a stable enough foundation which enables the judiciary to 

operate freely and without pressure.  21

In Cambodia the national media and press are not free and many reports about killings of 

journalists, human rights defenders and civil society actors are under pining the status of rights of 

expression and association. The issue also regards harassment and intimidation of journalists, 

human rights defenders, trade union workers, land and environmental activists, members of the 

opposite party and other civil society actors. There have been numerous reports of arbitrary arrest of 

demonstrators where they are forced to leave thumbprints and pledging not to attend any more 

demonstrations in the future.  The law of peaceful demonstrations needs implementation and to be 22

in tune with the Covenant. The state party refrain from keeping the legislative processes 

transparent, draft laws are being made without the facilitation of public debate or dialogues with 

citizens or their representatives which would respect the Committee’s general comment No.25 

(1996) on the right to participation in public affairs, the voting rights and the right of equal access to 

public service.  Another issue of reaching out with information to the citizen is the status of 23

indigenous peoples, there are existing legal frameworks to work with but the indigenous peoples are 

reportedly not sufficiently informed or consulted with in regards of the decision making process 

about issues relating to their rights or management of of their lands as an example the allocation of 

their homes due to growing industries and agriculture. The indigenous people who gets engaged in 

the judicial processes will stop at various obstacles mostly out of practical matters. The state party 

needs to reassure the indigenous people rights and establish effective consultations mechanisms and 

arrange sustainable consultations in regards to the decision making processes.  24

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 21

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art 19.

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 22

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art. 22. 

 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Concluding observations on the second 23

periodic review of Cambodia. April 2015. CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. http://www.un.org/ga/search/
viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. (Accessed 2016-05-12). Art 26.
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In conclusion there are several challenges to human rights in Cambodia, many of them due to lack 

of good governance, implementation of international treaties and the lack of rule by law. The citizen 

are experiencing difficulties in getting their rights protected and implemented, as seen above in 

previous section ELC’s are a vast issue in Cambodia occurring in almost every province and 

without the rule of law the people are left very exposed to maldevelopment. Cambodia joined 

ASEAN in 1999 and being one of the poorest countries in the unity the chances are for the nation to 

attract more foreign investments are enhanced. The discussion so far indicates a gap between the 

people in Cambodia and the development seen from their perspective occurring around them but 

not benefiting them. ASEAN originally wanted to unite the region in order to gain benefits from 

solidarity and cooperation in a peaceful inter-regional manner. The member states have developed a 

human rights charter in resemblance with the UN charter but with many differences, it has been 

criticized to be too incomplete and without an effective complaints procedure it’s flawed in many 

ways.  But the political leaders of ASEAN are asking for patience and for critical eyes to view the 25

whole picture since ASEAN is not a single entity nor a supra-regional government but an inclusive 

community for all its member states. It requires long term commitment in the reach for effective 

promotion and protection of human rights and in this endeavor deserves encouragement and 

support.  The next chapter builds up towards the ASEAN way and the fundamental workings of 26

the evolving ASEAN human rights discourse. The original debate about the Asian regional need for 

rapid development and the unique values supporting them started in 1993 with the Bangkok 

Declaration.  

 Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN). ASEAN Human rights declaration statement. 25

http://www.asean.org/news/asean-statement-communiques/item/asean-human-rights-declaration 
(2015-10-10)

 Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN). ASEAN High Level Panel. 26

http://www.asean.org/images/archive/HLP-OtherDoc-1.pdf (Accessed 2015-10-10) 
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3. The Asian values discourse  

3.1 Introduction: The Asian concept of human rights 

At the collapse of the Soviet union in the 1990’s the East Asia region were enjoying an economic 

boom which many political leaders in the region credited to their political climate and to their 

region specific ’Asian Values’. The values were claimed to be distinctly cultural and at the core of 

the asian worldview where all aspects of life were included such as family relationships, social 

structures, educational methods and the political climate. Its mixed origin mostly came from a 

Confucian, buddhist, hindu heritage and an asian interpretation of Islam. The debate initially started  

when the political elites of Asia- Pacific gathered at regional meetings in Bangkok 1993 in 

preparation for the United Nations World Conference on Human Rights that were to be held in 

Vienna the same year. The result of the regional meetings were to be found in the Bangkok 

Declaration which made both non-controversial statements about loyalty and support for the 

universality of human rights but it also raised many discomforts that caused a strong reaction 

internationally. Most prominently were the claim of the existence of a particular set of values that 

belonged to a region specific Asian culture and history. Later on democracy and a human rights 

agenda were developed in order to fight the issues specific to the region which still today has much 

to offer the current human rights development. In this chapter the issues and challenges raised 

during this time will be presented. But firstly to the ideas shaped by political elites and Asia- Pacific 

NGO’s in Bangkok 1993.  27

3.2 The Bangkok Declarations of 1993 

The Asian Values debate originated from the publication of the Bangkok Declaration in April 1993, 

the purpose were to present the aspirations and commitments of the Asian region at the World 

Conference of Human Rights in Vienna as previously explained. Although reaffirming the regions 

commitment to the Universal Declaration on Human Rights it also expressed concerns about the 

 Langlois, Anthony J. ’The Asian Values Discourse’  in The politics of justice and human rights. Cambridge 27

University Press 2001, p. 12-13
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international mechanism for human rights and its tendency to mainly rely one set of rights. The 

Declaration stressed the indivisibility of economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights but it 

also expressed many words of discomfort.  28

Recognizing the contribution that can be made to the World Conference by Asian 
countries with their diverse and rich cultures and traditions, 

Noting the progress made in the codification of human rights instruments, and in the 
establishment of international human rights mechanisms, while expressing concern that 
these mechanisms relate mainly to one category of rights, 

Recognizing that the promotion of human rights should be encouraged by cooperation 
and' consensus, and not through confrontation and the imposition of incompatible 
values, 

Reiterating the interdependence and indivisibility of economic, social, cultural, civil and 
political rights, and the inherent interrelationship between development, democracy, 
universal enjoyment of all human rights, and social justice, which must be addressed in 
an integrated and balanced manner, 

Recalling that the Declaration on the Right to Development has recognized the right to 
development as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of fundamental 
human rights, 

Emphasizing that endeavors to move towards the creation of uniform international 
human rights norms must go hand in hand with endeavors to work towards adjust and 
fair world economic order, 

Convinced that economic and social progress facilitates the growing trend towards 
democracy and the promotion and protection of human rights, 

Recognize that while human rights are universal in nature, they must be considered in 
the context of a dynamic and evolving process of international norm-setting, bearing in 
mind the significance of national and regional particularities and various historical, 
cultural and religious backgrounds.  

Emphasize the principles of respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity as 
well as non- interference in the internal affairs of States, and the non- usage of human 
rights as an instrument of political pressure. Art. 5. 

 Bangkok Declaration (L.M. Singhvi, Rapporteur, Report of the Regional Meeting for Asia for the World 28

Conference on Human Rights, Bangkok, 29 March-2 April 1993. Available at: http://
chinesejil.oxfordjournals.org/content/1/2/729.full.pdf (Accessed 2016-05-14)
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Reiterate that all countries, large and small, have the right to determine their political 
systems, control and freely utilize their resources, and freely pursue their economic, 
social and cultural development. Art. 6.  29

To summarize the core statements made in the declaration which are rather unique to the Asian 

leadership, were the need to recognize the spotlight that had been given to civil and political rights 

in the international community. East Asian leaders wanted human rights to be worked with in a 

much more balanced manner which is palpable throughout the declaration. The right to 

development is stated as a universal right and that economic progress enhances trends towards 

democratization and protection of human rights. And the Asian region with its rich cultures needs 

more recognition.  These underlying themes beneath the statements raised many questions about 30

human rights in general and how to respond to regional needs and cultural differences which will be 

further evaluated in coming section. 

In March 1993 more than 110 NGO’s from 26 countries across the Asia-Pacific region responded to 

the Bangkok declaration with their view on the needs for the region and responded with the 

Bangkok NGO Declaration. This too were to be presented at the UN World Conference on Human 

Rights in Vienna. The aim was to bring awareness to the key challenges in the region and the 

human rights expectations on the governments:  31

Universal human rights standards are rooted in many cultures. We affirm the basis of 
universality of human rights which afford protection to all of humanity, including 
special groups such as women, children, minorities and indigenous peoples, workers, 
refugees and displaced persons, the disabled and elderly. While advocating cultural 
pluralism, those cultural practices which derogate from universally accepted human 
rights, including women’s rights, must not be tolerated. 

 Bangkok Declaration (L.M. Singhvi, Rapporteur, Report of the Regional Meeting for Asia for the World 29

Conference on Human Rights, Bangkok, 29 March-2 April 1993. Available at: http://
chinesejil.oxfordjournals.org/content/1/2/729.full.pdf (Accessed 2016-05-14)

 Bangkok Declaration (L.M. Singhvi, Rapporteur, Report of the Regional Meeting for Asia for the World 30

Conference on Human Rights, Bangkok, 29 March-2 April 1993. Available at: http://
chinesejil.oxfordjournals.org/content/1/2/729.full.pdf (Accessed 2016-05-14)

 Bangkok NGO Declaration, regional meeting in preparation for the UN World conference on Human 31

Rights Bangkok, Thailand. 1993 March 29. Issue Nr. A/CONF.157/PC/83. Available at: http://
www.internationalhumanrightslexicon.org/hrdoc/docs/bangkokNGO.pdf (Accessed 2016-05-14)
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Indivisibility. We affirm our commitment to the principle of indivisibility and 
interdependence of human rights, be they civil, political, economic, social or cultural 
rights. The protection of human rights concerns both individuals and collectives. The 
enjoyment of human rights implies a degree of social responsibility to the community. 

Violations of civil and political rights are perpetrated every day. These include the 
stifling of self-determination, military occupation, killings, torture, political repression, 
and suppression of freedom of expression and other freedoms. By contrast, poverty and 
the lack of basic necessities constitute key violations of economic, social and cultural 
rights. 

Violations of civil, political and economic rights frequently result from the emphasis on 
economic development at the expense of human rights. Violations of social and cultural 
rights are often the result of political systems which treat human rights as being of 
secondary importance. 

Economic rights involve a fair distribution of resources and income, the right to 
freedom from hunger and poverty.- These can only be protected where people are able 
to exercise their civil and political rights, for example, the right of workers to organize 
and form unions to protect their economic rights. Poverty arises from maldevelopment 
in the face of systematic denial of human rights. There must be a holistic approach to 
human rights. One set of rights cannot be used to bargain for another.  

The shift to market economy has has led to various human rights violations linked with 
development. Market rights do not mean human rights. ”One dollar one vote” does not 
mean democracy. Freedom to exploit does not deliver economic rights to the poor. 
Reform is also required at a national level. Maldevelopment leads to increased poverty, 
income disparities, dispossession, and over- emphasis on macro- economic development 
without sufficient enhancement of human development, freedoms and dignity, including 
dignity of men and women.  32

Whilst the Bangkok Declaration from 1993 highlighted the need for cultural differences the 

Bangkok NGO Declaration listed a few cautions and local concerns. The statements explored both 

the social responsibility factor in relations to enhanced human rights enjoyment. It also conveyed 

the advocacy for cultural pluralism but that cultural practices that apart from the Universal 

Declaration cannot be tolerated. Lack of civil and political rights as the result of emphasis on 

economic rights is the result of political leadership that treats human rights as secondary and causes 

much harm to society. Poverty is caused by maldevelopment and the systematic denial of human 

 Bangkok NGO Declaration, regional meeting in preparation for the UN World conference on Human 32

Rights Bangkok, Thailand. 1993 March 29. Issue Nr. A/CONF.157/PC/83. Available at: http://
www.internationalhumanrightslexicon.org/hrdoc/docs/bangkokNGO.pdf (Accessed 2016-05-14)

!22

http://www.internationalhumanrightslexicon.org/hrdoc/docs/bangkokNGO.pdf


Master’s thesis in Human Rights 
Department of Theology 
Uppsala University 

Camilla Mårtensson 
2016-05-30

rights, there must be a holistic approach to human rights one set of rights cannot be used to bargain 

for another.  With the highlighted themes of the Bangkok Declaration from 1993 and the Bangkok 33

NGO Declaration in mind, the coming section further presents the discussions raised at the 

international forums and the main challenges to learn from.  

3.3 The Asian Values debate 

As mentioned in the introduction the fall of the Soviet Union and communist regimes in East 

Europe sparked the idea that Liberal democracy had won the war of ideologies. Asian political 

leaders and spokespeople for Asian governments advocated for a third way: The Asian way.   34

At the core of the Asian cultural tradition the Asian way was incorporating both economic 

capitalism and the newly minted Asian values, which were being regarded as incompatible with 

Liberal democracy and its base in political and civil rights. Professor Inoue Tatsuo described the 

Asian way as a strategy for political elites to attain economic modernization without political 

modernization. In the early 1990’s Asia enjoyed significant economic growth with authoritarian 

capitalist countries at its top such as China, even though the financial crisis that hit Asia in 1997 the 

past achievements cannot be lost and Asia will never be what they were before. Tatsuo explains the 

important implications for many Asian people whom resented Western civilization due to years of 

colonialism, the economic growth reconciled their self- confidence and boost their ability to 

challenge a Western hegemony in order to demand that the West pays attention to the Asian voice.  35

Many of the main concerns raised at the time regarded questions such as: if the Asian values really 

represents the diversity and complexity of the peoples of Asia, or if it is really a way of political 

elites to abuse the West- centric frameworks they claim to want to overcome. In Tatsuo's meaning 

Liberal  democracy and Asian voices makes contact in certain parts where Liberal democracy can 

be used by the Asian way to contain the diversity and conflict amongst and within the Asian voices 

 Bangkok NGO Declaration, regional meeting in preparation for the UN World conference on Human 33

Rights Bangkok, Thailand. 1993 March 29. Issue Nr. A/CONF.157/PC/83. Available at: http://
www.internationalhumanrightslexicon.org/hrdoc/docs/bangkokNGO.pdf (Accessed 2016-05-14)

 Tatsuo, Inoue. In Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. The east asian challenge for human rights. 34

Cambridge university press. 1999, p. 28. 

 Tatsuo, Inoue. In Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. The east asian challenge for human rights. 35

Cambridge university press. 1999, p. 28. 
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in order to address issues that surfaces. In other words Liberal democracy is not a finished project, it 

has yet to be fully implemented and it needs to be clarified and developed continuously. Asian 

voices should be a part of this process, Tatsuo argues that Liberal thought is by no means the end of 

history nor the ultimate form of ideas.   36

Moving back to the Bangkok declaration from 1993 the focus on economic, cultural and social 

rights was most prominently developed by the former prime minister of Singapore Mr. Lee Kuan 

Yew. Mr. Lee argued that the Asian way was particularly beneficial for economic growth and also 

stressed the need for each nation to on their own accord define what is valuable from within their 

own culture, particularly in order to address the vast regional issues with poverty. If a human being 

is hungry how then can she care about the right to vote. The leaders in East Asia should therefor 

make it their top- priority to elevate poverty which Mr. Lee explained was the real reason why 

human rights had been given such a low value. In these times of poverty crisis democracy did not 

get prioritized as well, since it was argued to be dependent upon the degree of economic 

development which had to be achieved first. Civil and political rights were further regarded as a 

luxury and Western societies were asked to aid with development and show patience with the 

situation. The history of Western civilization had already had industrialization and economic 

development proceeding the realization of democracy and human rights.  But Jack Donnelly 37

dismissed the intentions of minimizing human rights simply because of their foreign origin, just 

because they first appeared on paper within the context of post-war Europe doesn’t prove they 

aren’t applicable in East Asia or even completely foreign to its history.   The political leaders and 38

their use of culture were subjected to serious criticism, in this case Langlois noticed Authoritative 

figures tendency to manipulate, direct and persuade individuals in order to exert their powers. The 

culture itself became a form of national identity and used by the states to develop a certain 

belonging. Through authoritarian leadership allowing public officials to justify certain politics, 

practices and policies. In the Asian context governments rejected critique since it was regarded to 

 Tatsuo, Inoue. In Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. The east asian challenge for human rights. 36

Cambridge university press. 1999, p. 29.

 Hoang, Nghia, The 'Asian Values' Perspective of Human Rights: A Challenge to Universal Human Rights. 37

Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1405436 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1405436 (Accessed 
30 March 2015)

 Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. ’ Introduction: Critical perspectives on the ”Asian Values” debate” in 38

The east asian challenge for human rights. Cambridge University Press, p. 6-7
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be offensive to the collective, arguments such as these Langlois means pushes down both internal 

and external opposition to the government creating a anti-western discourse.  39

Despite these negative effects of the Asian values debate Langlois considered the positive aspects of 

regions to choose and maintain their cultural values as they prefer but the cultural values must be 

chosen by the people and not their governors.  Culture is such a broad term that it  makes it highly 40

useful to promote a certain socio-political agenda, the term culture brings forward a feeling of 

belonging, of being separate but not exclusive and being a part of a collective practice that makes 

up a community which is very powerful.  In a way the political elites becomes representatives of 41

what it means to be East Asian and what their joint destiny holds explains Langlois and thus 

answers questions about identity and future. The ruling elites claims the authority to construct a 

cultural framework which should arguably belong to the people and their needs.  The East asian 42

leaders wanted to keep a paternalistic government in order to create the right environment for 

economic development and to make the economy attractive for foreign investors and developers, 

ideas still visible in the example of the human rights atmosphere in Cambodia today.  43

On a local level in the communities Joanne Bauer and Daniel Bell found in the late 1990’s in a 

series of workshops in Bangkok that the implementation process in the East Asia was quite removed 

from what the political elites publicly claimed (Similar to what was also argued in the Bangkok 

NGO Declaration from 1993). The results from the study concluded an equal concern and need for 

all human rights not just economic and cultural ones, which left civilians to find their own means in 

order to gain security and a sense of human dignity. Most of the fundamental human rights work 

was achieved locally through NGO’s and initiations from citizens to form legal and social reforms. 

Many social issues were raised and dealt with in the communities already with the usage of many 

 Langlois, Anthony J. ’The Asian Values Discourse’  in The politics of justice and human rights. Cambridge 39

University Press 2001, p. 26.

 Langlois, Anthony J. ’The Asian Values Discourse’  in The politics of justice and human rights. Cambridge 40

University Press 2001, p. 12-13.

 Hsien- Li, Tan. ” Enough of ’Asian Values’: roots of the ASEAN states reticence towards human rights” in 41

The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights. Cambridge University Press 2011, p. 25-26.

 Op. cit., p. 26-27.42

 Hoang, Nghia, The 'Asian Values' Perspective of Human Rights: A Challenge to Universal Human Rights. 43

Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1405436 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1405436 (Accessed 
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rights terms such as foreign worker rights, indigenous peoples rights, minority rights, women's 

rights, the right to a clean environment and democratic rights. The study also brought forward the 

involvement of new non state violators, such as corporations. The local concern for human rights 

was internally dealt with as a reaction to new global realities and not simply because of Western 

demands. The issues raised in the Bangkok study entails equal concern for economic, social and 

cultural rights as much as civil and political rights. On the local level in the East Asian communities 

during the time of the 1990’s, these findings shows that the reach for social justice was mainly 

advocated for and understood from a community level.  Through the case study conducted in 44

Cambodia later on in Chapter six, local communities and NGO’s still voices most of the social 

concerns and in Cambodia the Khmer people are doing much of the fundamental human rights 

work.  

Through the Bangkok workshops a few examples of rights that were not yet mentioned in the 

universal charters surfaced. The rights of elderly people, the rights accorded to the dead in in Islam 

and also rights that were discussed very lightly in the charters were Buddhists care for nature and 

the environment. Another example were rights that are almost in contrast to capitalist ideas of 

property, such as the communities rights over their ancestral dominions.  Bauer and Bell concluded 45

that the improvement of human rights must be a continual dialogue with the rights community in 

order to widen the consensus on norms of the needs of the people. The impact of globalization 

causes such similar social effects on both sides of the Pacific such as poverty, inadequate housing, 

lack of access to health care, environmental issues and weakened security nets. Phenomena like this 

could require according to Bauer and Bell future joint efforts and possibly also a new approach to 

human rights policies between Asian and Western countries. A new approach valuing the 

recognition of mutuality and cooperation instead of confrontation which would draw on a few 

lessons learnt from the Asian values debate.  When the Asian values peak during 1997 and the 46

financial crisis that hit Asia internal change was visible in the international forums and Bauer and 

 Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. ’ Introduction: Economic development and human rights’ in The east 44

asian challenge for human rights. Cambridge University Press, p. 22-23.
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 Op, cit., p, 23.46

!26



Master’s thesis in Human Rights 
Department of Theology 
Uppsala University 

Camilla Mårtensson 
2016-05-30

Bell noted that the discourse broadened the acceptance of human rights and more reasoning about 

why civil and political rights does not counter act economic development expanded.   47

Professor Amartya Sen argued that regardless of economic and social outcomes human rights have 

intrinsic value, there simply are too few empirical evidence that authoritarian leadership and the 

lack of civil and political rights actually does benefit economic growth in any significant way.  48

Economic growth and wealth is very useful but we must also consider its capacity to determine our 

living conditions and quality of life which means that the formula for economic development has to 

reach beyond the accumulation of money.  In Chapter five Amartya Sen’s Freedom approach is 49

further discussed which in depth explores the need to encourage people to social activity in order to 

influence the world in which they live and also their quality of life.  From the point of view of 50

social activity Tatsuo further explains that many human rights battles indeed have been fought from 

within societies with local customs and norms which has shown to be good for the long- term 

sustainability of the rights. Using traditional cultural resources as a potential for more deeply rooted 

protection for human rights also connects people from similar traditions to share their experiences 

of the implementation processes and connect above the local level. Sadly in the Asian way it was 

visible that the usage of culture from a political level ended up as a convenient tool manipulated by 

authoritarian leaders to violate human rights and deme them culturally inadequate.  51

As displayed through the Asian values language in the Bangkok Declaration from 1993 uses, 

according to Tatsuo, Western political morality concepts to work against human rights demands or 

human rights implementation. Although the language keeps a dichotomy between West and East he 

importance of state sovereignty is claimed without reservations in the Bangkok Declaration from 

1993. Tatsuo explains further that Asian values were toned down and instead the ”balanced 

approach” surfaced that claimed respect for all the international human rights instruments ratified 

 Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. ’ Introduction: Critical perspectives on the ”Asian Values” debate” in 47

The east asian challenge for human rights. Cambridge University Press, p. 5-7.

 Op, cit., p. 7-8.48

 Sen, Amartya.’ The perspective on Freedom’ in Development as freedom. Oxford University Press. 2001, 49

p. 14-15.

 Op. cit., p.15-16.50

 Tatsuo, Inoue. ’ Introduction: The post- cold war challenge from Asia’ in The east asian challenge for 51

human rights. Cambridge university press, p. 28.
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by the East Asian governments, but with the usage of state sovereignty to minimize their meaning 

”The principles of respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as non- 

interference in the internal affairs of States, and the non- usage of human rights as an instrument of 

political pressure” (Art. 5). Tatsuo argues that the state sovereignty principle in the West was 

developed alongside the development of human rights and that they are both connected. The 

principles of sovereign states are to protect smaller and weaker states against oppression from 

bigger and hegemonic states just as human rights are to protect weaker individuals against stronger 

political and social powers. The discussion so far tells us that there was raised the importance of 

developed states to recognize the sovereignty of developing states but also the tendency in Asian 

leaders to divert their responsibilities towards their people and address the human rights violations 

occurring domestically. According to Tatsuo human rights are the moral basis for sovereignty, since 

the state is the potential violator but also the potential protector of human rights.  Human rights are 52

as well as democracy is a continuos progress and can never be regarded as a finished project. Much 

like Inoue Tatsuo Dr. Anthony J. Langlois agrees to the idea of constant progress, he further 

explains the need for reconceptualization of the universality of human rights since the plurality of 

the different approaches to justice, morality and ethics keeps evolving. Western Liberalism is not 

the ultimate answer to these questions, there simply isn't one and human rights can be viewed as an 

incompletely theorized agreement.   53

In the 21st century however Hsien- Li noted that in the international forums there are a lesser 

tendency to favor civil and political rights as superior to rights regarding development and 

economic progress, the trend seems to emphasize them as more equal. The discussion about Asian 

Values claimed that there is one voice of the whole of the asian continent, but is it even possible to 

narrow it down to one culture and to conceptualize it down to one set of values? The main point is 

that there are many cultures and traditions within the asian region and the discussion so far leads to 

the notion of Asian Values and cultures as in the plural.  It is doubtful that a certain set of values 54

could be determined, but the rhetorics behind the Asian Values debate might come from the desire 

 Tatsuo, Inoue.” Liberal democracy and asian orientalism” In Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. The east 52

asian challenge for human rights. Cambridge university press. 1999, p. 31.

 Langlois, Anthony J. ”Human rights as incompletely theorized agreement” in The politics of justice and 53

human rights. Cambridge University Press 2001.

 Op. cit., p. 12-13.54
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to give Asia a voice of their own globally and as something unique to a supposed Western 

hegemony Tan explains. The claims that socio-economic rights were more important than civil and 

political rights does not provide a sufficient enough argument to favor either rights groups, the 

Universal Declaration states that all rights are indivisible and equal. The main objectives or 

explanations for the lack of civil and political rights is that they are more expensive and might cause 

hindrances to economic growth and the idea that Western standards might not  be applicable in an 

Asian context. Although according to Professor Jack Donnelly, the values debate was not just all 

about the socio- economic rights he noted that only a fraction of the defense of the values were 

about culture. The arguments rather turns on practical issues such as how to promote economic 

development in under-developed countries or how to avoid certain political and civil rights during 

an alleged temporal crisis.  It is important to acknowledge that not all Asian leaders supported the 55

ideals that was brought to the surface and some argued that the values solely was created to function 

as a tool for some political leaders to guard of challenges from within and outside their nations.   56

In conclusion the Bangkok Declaration from 1993 presented the need for a more balanced approach 

to human rights although this caused a very heated debate the lessons that surfaced were valuable to 

the human rights discourse. The need for the East asian states to get more recognition as sovereign 

states got quite clear through the Bangkok declaration but as Tatsuo explained principles of 

sovereignty relies on weaker states or individuals to be protected against bigger states or political 

forces. The need for economic growth and incompatibility with cultural traditions were the main 

arguments against the acceptance of Liberal thought and the reason civil and political rights were 

not prioritized. Although the arguments in favor of the Asian way reached for a more balanced 

approach to human rights they failed to actually advocate for this, but they did highlight the 

tendency in the international community to overlook the voices from other cultures and traditions. 

The Asian way created a risk of further maldevelopment and lack of fundamental human rights 

which was highlighted in the Bangkok NGO declaration. ”The shift to market economy has has led 

to various human rights violations linked with development. Market rights do not mean human 

rights. ”One dollar one vote” does not mean democracy. Freedom to exploit does not deliver 

 Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. ’ Introduction: Critical perspectives on the ”Asian Values” debate” in 55
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economic rights to the poor. Reform is also required at a national level. Maldevelopment leads to 

increased poverty, income disparities, dispossession, and over- emphasis on macro- economic 

development without sufficient enhancement of human development, freedoms and dignity, 

including dignity of men and women”.  The key challenges from above discussion is something 57

similar to what the ASEAN way are struggling with, the balance between the needs of the people 

and the visions of their political leaders. The development from the Asian way to the ASEAN way 

is the theme of the next chapter.  

 Bangkok NGO Declaration, regional meeting in preparation for the UN World conference on Human 57

Rights Bangkok, Thailand. 1993 March 29. Issue Nr. A/CONF.157/PC/83. Available at: http://
www.internationalhumanrightslexicon.org/hrdoc/docs/bangkokNGO.pdf (Accessed 2016-05-14)
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4. The ASEAN way 

4.1 ASEAN: a modus operandi for asian values  

The Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN) was founded by the foreign ministers of 

Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, The Philippines, and Malaysia in 1967. The first drafts of the 

association stated the aim and purpose of the intended collaboration between the nations. The first 

drafts made highlighted the need for each country to support one another within the economic, 

social, cultural, technical and educational fields. Today the unity has evolved further and together 

the ASEAN member states are striving towards regional stability, peace and the rule of law with the 

guidance found in the principles of the United Nations Universal Charter from 1945.   58

The vision of ASEAN cooperation was to include all of the Southeast Asian countries in order to 

unite under a joint responsibility to create their own future and to work against interference from 

outside forces. The Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia highlighted during the early stages the 

vulnerability of the region and the risk of intra-regional conflicts that might turn one country against 

another unless they start a dialogue.  The tension between the countries in 1967 were high almost 59

to the brink of military hostilities, the previous failure of establishing the Association of Southeast 

Asia (ASA) due to disputes over land, led this new attempt to strongly advocate for harmony 

through multilateral cooperation in a socio- economic and cultural community.  ASEAN would 60

eventually open up to the remaining countries within the region in order to develop a new 

framework and to spread the awareness about the benefits of solidarity, even though the first steps 

of transition might be difficult since many of the potential member states were still struggling with 

communist insurgency.  The ASEAN declaration was to represent the spirit of the organization and 61

with the resemblance of working authority and stability its modus operandi making agreements 

through informal or voluntary arrangements (also previously mentioned in the Bangkok declaration 

 Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN). ASEAN Foundation: History. 2015, 58

http://www.asean.org/asean/about-asean/history (Accessed 2015-03-24)
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 Hsien- Li, Tan. ” Instituting the regional rights regime: The AICHR and the role of civil society” in The 60
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from 1993) as building on consensus, non-interference and consultation. Progressively with the 

ambition to work its ways of operating to become more institutionalized and also binding in 

character.  The ASEAN member states have all committed to the fundamental principles of the 62

ASEAN charter which expresses the need for the states to develop and reach economic progress. 

The ambition with the association is to create a single market with a free flow of capital where the 

countries can benefit from each others accomplishments. The member states have all committed to 

one common concept of the ruling ASEAN values which transpires to the ideas of human rights, 

fundamental freedoms, democracy and the rule of law.  Today the arguments from the Asian values 63

and the Asian way days are less heated and Southeast Asia no longer publicly strives towards an 

acceptance of the values of the 1990’s. But the initial reason for the unity was to join together to 

create a more secure region working towards achieving economic growth and prosperity for its 

peoples. From this idea developed the ASEAN way and their own view on human rights and 

development. The most prominent about the ASEAN unity is the variety of cultures and economic 

backgrounds of its member states which gives cause for a few challenges of how to effectively 

work on a regional level but also between the communities.  As previously discussed the 64

principles of non- interference, consensus and consultation are the fundaments of the ASEAN way 

and implies a unique attitude towards power where the importance of inter-community remains. 

4.2 A relational way of viewing power 

The former foreign minister of Indonesia summarized the origin of ASEAN as a result of the 

political outlook amongst the five original members, where their shared convictions on national 

priorities led them to join together. The focus was on nation-building and regional principles that 

each ASEAN member state should mind its own domestic business and where commenting on 

neighboring affairs was strictly out of line. Later on this form of interaction created the unique 

Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN) ASEAN Foundation: History. 2015. 62

http://www.asean.org/asean/about-asean/history (Accessed 2015- 03-23)

 Tan, Charlene and Vicente Reyes. Political Values in Asia, the ASEAN Political Security Community, and 63

Confucius’ Philosophy. PLS Working Papers Series. No. 10 (2014): 1-16. 
https://plsworkingpapers.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/pls-working-paper-series-no-111.pdf (Accessed 
2016-05-14)

 Tan, Charlene and Vicente Reyes. Political Values in Asia, the ASEAN Political Security Community, and 64

Confucius’ Philosophy. PLS Working Papers Series. No. 10 (2014): 1-16. 
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regional ideology ASEAN today rely on. In 1976 the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation its 

fundamental workings got clarified: 

1. Mutual respect for the independency, sovereignty, equality, territorial integrity, and 
national identity of all nations; 

2. The right of every state to lead its national existence free from external interference; 

3. Non- interference in the international affairs of one another; 

4. Settlement of differences or disputes by peaceful means; 

5. Renunciation of the threat or use of force, and; 

6. Effective cooperation among members through consultation and consensus.  65

All ASEAN states have signed the majority of international accords, treaties and action programs  

but the implementation process is slow and challenged. Dr. Charlene Tan and Dr. Vicente Reyes 

argues that the relational view of power and the importance of consensus amongst member states 

might slow down the implementation process significantly. Article six points out one of the core 

concepts that developed out of the sensitive political dynamics in the region that might cause 

problems due to the diverse set of actors. The organizational mechanism created specifically to 

meet the regional needs and to adapt to the diversity of its members and is based in non- 

interference into each ASEAN nation states affairs. This way of operating arguably creates a barrier 

that, as previously discussed in the Asian way debate above, might function as a shield for its 

members to guard against external pressures towards democratization and human rights and 

displayed the need for ASEAN to develop at their own pace in their own direction.   The heritage 66

inspiring the modus operandi and its purposes is partly the Confucian philosophy which will be 

discussed a in later section. Rodolfo C. Severino a former Secretary- General of ASEAN from 

1998-2002 argued that since the beginning of ASEAN the unity has been regarded as a group of 

nations functioning on the basis of ad hoc understandings and informality in decision-making rather 

 Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, Indonesia, 24 February 1976.65
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than a formal  process and binding agreements. They prefer to discuss things out of the public eye 

and consult with all the members making sure everyone agrees to the decisions. The ASEAN board  

concluded not to force the member states into signing legally binding documents, but instead to 

work on creating a better atmosphere between the nations were they can enjoy peace and harmony. 

Through the manifestations of goodwill and giving of trust which is the way ASEAN prefers to deal 

with each member state which leads to the preferred tactics of consultation and consensus. As Mr. 

Severino puts it, it is more beneficial to engage with one another in a trustworthy manner rather 

than consuming in across the table negotiations where bargaining are central to decision making. 

Although he noted the importance of personal chemistry and trust are valued in the European 

processes as well. The way of operating is in a slow manner, where evolution of the unity is given a 

place to naturally strengthen the bonds between the nations.Therefor the slow start of the ASEAN 

was caused by the previous animosities and suspicion between the first five member states, it 

demanded a veritable act of faith to be able to work beyond this state.  The treaty of Amity and 67

Cooperation in Southeast Asia was the first treaty with a resemblance of a legally binding treaty and 

it was conducted nine years after the birth of ASEAN. It took another ten years for the unity to 

create a legally binding document the Agreement of the Promotion and Protection of investments 

also to be noted the rollback of non-tariff barriers, both were carrying legal rights and obligations 

upon their signatories.  The treaties that has been binding so far are economic in nature, this goes 68

in line with the ambition and also the growing awareness of a the need of a closer regional 

economic integration with binding legal documents that are stable, credible and effective. This 

requires the signing communities to be aware of the responsibilities that lies ahead and when the 

association develops, its members cannot so easily back out. This is a sign that the integration 

process within ASEAN is evolving passed its former state, with a number of binding contracts but 

also there are also a progressive ambition for the ASEAN countries to have similar domestic laws 

and regulations to further integrate the trade and investment ideas. Slowly it seems that the ASEAN 

 Association of Southeast Asia (ASEAN).The ASEAN way and the rule of law.  67
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unity aspires to become a rules- based economy that will develop into other areas of the cooperation 

such as human rights.  But first to the ASEAN charter and its purpose.  69

4.3 The ASEAN Charter and the Human Rights Delaration 

The ASEAN Charter was signed and later published in 2008 by its member states, at the time 

Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People’s 

Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Maynamar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 

Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. These 

countries are as noted before very diverse in historical background and economic development. Yet 

the aspirations which we will further discover is that of uniting the region towards a similar goal. 

The key aspects of the Charter follows:  70

Mindful of the existence of mutual interests and interdependence among the peoples and 
member states of ASEAN which are bound by geography, common objectives and shared 
destiny,  

Inspired by and united under One Vision, One Identity and One Caring and Sharing 
Community, 

United by a common desire and collective will to live in a region of lasting peace, security and 
stability, sustained economic growth, shared prosperity and social progress; and to promote our 
vital interests, ideals and aspirations, 

Respecting the fundamental importance of amity and cooperation, and the principles of 
sovereignty, equality, territorial integrity, non- interference, consensus and unity in diversity 

To maintain and enhance peace, security and stability and further strengthen peace-oriented 
values in the region (Art 1.1) 

To enhance regional resilience by promoting greater political, security, economic and socio-
cultural cooperation; (Art. 1.2) 

To create a single market and production base which is stable, prosperous, highly competitive 
and economically integrated with effective facilitation for trade and investment in which there is 
free flow of goods, services and investment; facilitated movement of business persons, 
professionals, talents and labour; and freer flow of capital (Art. 1.5) 

To alleviate poverty and narrow the development gap within ASEAN through mutual assistance 
and cooperation (Art. 1.6) 

Association of Southeast Asia (ASEAN).The ASEAN way and the rule of law the first treaties.  69
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To strengthen democracy, enhance good governance and the rule of law, and to promote and 
protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, with due regard to the rights and 
responsibilities of the Member States of ASEAN (Art. 1.7) 

To promote sustainable development so as to ensure the protection of the region’s environment, 
the sustainability of its natural resources, the preservation of its cultural heritage and the high 
quality of life of its peoples (Art. 1.9)  

To promote a people-oriented ASEAN in which all sectors of society are encouraged to 
participate in, and benefit from, the process of ASEAN integration and community building 
(Art. 1.13).  71

Article 20 of the Charter specifies the decision making process but does not explain it further than 

1. As a basic principle, decision- making in ASEAN shall be based on consultation and consensus. 

2. When consensus cannot be achieved, the ASEAN Summit may decide how a specific decision can 

be made.  Article 14 presents the first attempt at a ASEAN Human Right focus 1. In conformity 72

with the purposes and principles of the ASEAN Charter relating to the promotion and protection of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms, ASEAN shall establish an ASEAN human rights body.  73

Interestingly despite the various historical backgrounds and political atmospheres in ASEAN, which 

will be discussed in the coming chapter, the aim is to unite the region under its core goal sustainable 

economic development through cooperation. In order to maintain peaceful interactions consensus 

building is a key aspect, but how this is dealt with in practical manners is left to be answered. 

Striving towards the ASEAN goal of one vision, one identity and one caring and sharing 

community is an ambitious one and arguably carries demands of cultural sensitivity and a good 

knowledge of the region. Returning to Art. 14 and the promise of an ASEAN Human rights body 

brings us to the Human rights declaration from 2012 

The ASEAN Human Rights Declaration was established in 2012 after the decision made back in 

2008. The aim with the declaration was to help establish the framework for human rights regional 

 The ASEAN Charter. 2008, p. 6-7. 71
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cooperation and community building. The process towards getting a human rights agenda into the 

ASEAN framework has been long and arduous but has finally been recognized as universal and 

placed amongst the priorities of regional development explains Tan Hsien- Li.  Over time the 74

ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) has developed and a human 

rights consciousness is growing within ASEAN. So far the main functions of AICHR are to 

document existing human rights initiatives within the member states, build network, conduct 

thematic studies: on business and human rights and migration, and draft the ASEAN human rights 

declaration to clarify the specific needs and protections for the ASEAN peoples.  The declaration 75

was made with the Universal Declaration on Human Rights as inspiration but with certain regional 

twists and new additions to previous debates : 

All persons are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reson and conscience 
and should act towards one another in spirit of humanity. Art 1. 

Every person has the right to an effective and enforceable remedy, to be determined by a court or other 
competent authorities, for acts violating the rights granted to that person by the constitution or by law. 
Art. 5. 

The enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms must be balanced with the performance of 
corresponding duties as every person has responsibilities to all other individuals, the community and the 
society where one lives. It is ultimately the primary responsibility of all ASEAN member states to 
promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms. Art. 6. 

ASEAN member states affirm all the civil and political rights in the Universal Declaration oh human 
rights. Specifically. Art. 10. 

The family as the natural and fundamental unit of society is entitled to protection by society and each 
ASEAN member state. Art. 19. 

ASEAN member state safari all the economic, social and cultural rights in the universal declaration of 
human rights. Art. 26. 

The right to development is an inalienable human right by virtue of which every human person and 
peoples of ASEAN are entitled to participate in, contribute to, enjoy and benefit equitably and sustainably 
from economic, social, cultural and political development. The right to development should be fulfilled so 
as to meet equitably the development al and environmental needs of present and future generations. While 
development facilitates and is necessary for the enjoyment of all human rights, the lack of development 
may not be invoked to justify the violations of internationally recognized human rights. Art. 35.   76

 Hsien- Li, Tan. ”Regional human rights transformation through AICHR” in The ASEAN Intergovernmental 74
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Although the commission is official it has yet to be fully integrated by the member states due to this 

situation Hsien- Li stressed the need for support from the international community and by the 

United Nations  in order to a greater length bridge the East and West and to be patient with the 

development process.  The ASEAN way displays the ambition of integrating a diversity of cultures 77

but keeps its goal to achieve development and economic growth for all its citizen. But in the human 

rights declaration clarify that lack of development may not justify violations of human rights which 

is part of the progress.  

4.5 The ASEAN way and Cultural Sensitivity 

ASEAN is a cooperative union and to suggest that one particular influence has shaped the outcome 

of the unity would be unrealistic, considering the vast area that is Asia and its wide diversity of 

religions, languages and cultures. It is doubtful that a certain set of values could be determined as 

discussed in the Asian values debate, the statements partly came from the desire to give Asia a voice 

of their own globally but also to gain reputation of the rich cultural diversity of the region. 

Historically, explains Tan and Reyes the majority of Asian countries have strong influences from 

the Confucian philosophy but countries like Malaysia, the Philippines and western China are more 

islamic in its traditions and society. Communist China and Vietnam no longer publicly admit to 

follow Confucianism exclusively, today there are more of an interwoven perspective where the 

philosophy has been mixed with influences such as Taoism and Buddhism and celebrates 

characteristics such as hard work, frugality, discipline and teamwork. Confucian philosophy is one 

of the major influences behind the workings of consultation and consensus building which will be 

further explained in the coming section.   78

Returning back to the discussion about cultural diversity, according to Tan and Reyes the countries 

of the Southeast Asia region doesn't all share the same level of need in their social and political 

concerns. The Philippines as a developing country with a large population describes itself as a 
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liberal democracy but suffers from systematic corruption. Singapore on the other hand with one of 

the highest GDP per capita in the world shows a low tolerance for corruption and has a good record 

of good governance which is quite characteristic of a wealthy society. It is a diverse region but in 

general with a few exceptions, Southeast Asian countries still tends to do poorly when it comes to 

civil and political rights, in comparison to other countries within the same income group. The main 

argument for the Asian values has been the need for rapid development but looking at development 

measures like infant mortality, education, law and order, life expectancy and social stability the 

trend looks the same as with political rights explains Tan and Reyes. It seems as such the talk is 

mainly about economic development, but there is a visual gap between the political rights usually 

described with a West centric approach and the values associated with human development gets 

more apparent in Asia and is more visible in the ASEAN goals.  Reading the ASEAN Charter from 79

2008 the aim is recognized ”to alleviate poverty and narrow the development gap within ASEAN 

through mutual assistance and cooperation” (Art. 1.6).  But human rights are not necessarily the 80

gift of a particular government argues Dr. Phan Hao Duy they are to function alongside the reach 

towards economic growth in order to protect the citizens and must continuously be worked on.  81

Achieved national economic growth does not automatically guarantee that basic rights are being 

upheld, according to Dr. Phan Duy Hao, nor defended. Human rights are not a luxury reserved for 

developed countries, but they developed from the fact of us being human in a society. Within the 

universal discourse human rights are not directly applied to one culture or nation but they are 

expected to be relevant for the whole of the international community. Many ASEAN leaders and 

states still presents discomfort with the Universal human rights discourse in  regards to the human 

rights needs in the region. The ASEAN values is an attempt at change in the communities, 

according to Dr. Phan Duy Hao, but they also contain the basis of ongoing human rights abuses and 

particular challenges coming from both the national level and from the international community.   82

 Op.cit., p. 2.79

 The ASEAN Charter. 2008. 80

http://www.asean.org/storage/images/archive/publications/ASEAN-Charter.pdf (Accessed 2016-05-20).

 Op. cit., p, 84-86.81

 Hao Duy, Phan. ’ ASEAN Human Rights Cooperation’ in Procedural Aspects of International Law: A 82

Selective Approach to Establishing a Human Rights Mechanism in Southeast Asia  the Case for a Southeast 
Asian Court of Human Rights. BRILL 2012, p. 85.
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Dr. Phan Duy Hao argues that the idea that economic and social rights are excluded from the 

Universal idea of human rights is not entirely accurate, some of the most important international 

human rights instruments are to protect cultural diversity and to aid conservation of cultures, 

protection of cultural heritage, protections of people belonging to ethnic minorities, freedom of 

conscience or religion are ideas well established within the ICCPR, ICESCR, CERD, the 

declaration on the Elimination of all forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination based on Religion 

or Belief, and the declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious 

and Linguistic minorities. Cultural rights have an integrated part of the human rights language and 

also within the context of being universally acknowledged and the cannot be invoked to justify 

violations of other Human Rights which might so far be the case of ASEAN way, asian values and 

what is also being experienced in the Cambodian society. As an example the freedom from torture 

and arbitrary punishment, or the right of all people to practice their religion and the rights of 

individuals to express their opinions freely amongst others, are all rights that do not have to be 

delayed until economic prosperity is realized.   83

Looking at the East asian governments during the time of the 1990’s much diversity is displayed 

and there are many variations between Japan, China or Korea where cultures and traditions mix 

together even within countries. Looking at Singapore as an example of much cultural diversity and 

their good record of cultivating inter community and friendly cooperation within the nation. The 

power of political freedom and democracy is mostly viewed as being part of the western cultures 

and traditions and thought about Asian ways is mostly backed up by rhetorics aiming at the 

authoritarian tendency. Often the discussion about political liberties and individual liberty manifests 

as an invitation to the non-western world to join the ”western democracy” club to admire the 

western values and tradition.  The ASEAN states does prefer a slower steadier pace in 84

implementing human rights despite all the issues in their local communities they keep favoring the 

consensus and consultation principles and a step-by-step approach.  As previously mentioned one 85

 Hao Duy, Phan. ’ ASEAN Human Rights Cooperation’ in Procedural Aspects of International Law: A 83

Selective Approach to Establishing a Human Rights Mechanism in Southeast Asia  the Case for a Southeast 
Asian Court of Human Rights. BRILL 2012, p. 84-85.

 Sen, Amartya.’ Culture and human rights’ in Development as freedom. Oxford University Press. 2001, p.84
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of the main influences to these principles and the ASEAN way are the Confucian philosophy. The 

coming chapter builds upon the previous Asian way critique of concepts such as human rights, 

liberal democracy and political rights and their claimed inadequacy to Asian societies, Confucian 

thought on the other hand have a few objections to these claims.  

4.5 Confucius Political Philosophy  

Confucian thought has been a part of the Asian values debate and is worth explaining to further 

analyze the structure of the values. Confucianism does not advocate blind allegiance to the state but 

inspire the human being to tell the truth even if it offends, but if the state is in a more turbulent 

stage the citizen is encouraged to speak softly but act boldly. In this understanding it is not 

recommended to oppose a bad government but to exercise practical caution and strategy. The role of 

the family is an important pillar in the ASEAN values and the state is viewed as the extension of the 

family, the idea brings with it the tension between the loyalty to family and the loyalty to the state.  86

Confucius’ philosophy focus a lot on social structures within communities but also with government 

and political participation. Studying the ASEAN way of consultation and consensus there were not 

many explanations to their meaning in the Charters, looking at Confucian philosophy the aim with 

this chapter is to clarify the ASEAN aspirations.  

A common ground between the ASEAN and Confucian thought is the importance of communities 

and how they are shaping the individuals behavior, values and identity.  Political values shared 87

within the ASEAN community such as human rights, freedoms, democracy and the rule of law all 

according to Charlene Tan and Vicente Reyes derives from Western concepts yet their fundamental 

meanings are far from exclusive to the west. Confucianism is relevant to the framework for this 

thesis and because of its emphasis and interest in good government ruled by virtue and active 

  Sen, Amartya.’ Culture and human rights’ in Development as freedom. Oxford University Press. 2001, p. 86

233- 235.

!   Tan, Charlene and Vicente Reyes. Political Values in Asia, the ASEAN Political Security Community, 87
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political participation by everyone.  The Confucian self is intricately tied to one’s social 88

relationships and with the interactions with other human beings from one’s family, community and 

with the world. The individual learns how to observe li in one’s thoughts, feelings and actions. By 

beginning with the self and moving on to attachments to a particular family, ethnic group, religion 

or neighborhood the individual develops a ’civic nature’ which ables the person to contribute to the 

good of the community and of human kind. Tan and Reyes have noted an asian version of 

communitarianism in East and Southeast Asia in countries like China, Singapore, Indonesia, 

Malaysia and South Korea where the leaders reminds the citizens of their duties and responsibilities 

towards their family and community. The countries seems to be balancing a rules- based approach 

with the more diplomatic and political practical application of informality. Although the ASEAN 

countries possess a wide variety in terms of their political history it is worth noting that it might be 

the diversities within their economic and political nature that is their most outstanding feature 

which also creates paradoxes in respect to the ideal of creating greater unanimity among the 

member countries.   89

To Confucius the issue of good government was of great interest probably influenced by the social 

chaos in his country during his lifetime. He wanted to build another way of law that was to replace 

the harsh rule by law and punishment to the rule by virtue. Where the old government had led its 

people with policies and corrected their behavior with severe punishments but in Confucius 

philosophy this would not change the peoples behavior that caused them to commit the crimes. 

Instead educating the people and teach them about the importance of virtue. If they would be kept 

in line through the workings of li they would have a sense of shame if they commit crimes and 

therefor they would end this behavior. Li holds all aspects of human life such as looking, listening, 

speaking and moving but further on also social activities, ceremonies or even in small talk. Rule by 

virtue was very effective in changing the peoples behavior but also their character where the social 

 Tan, Charlene and Vicente Reyes. Political Values in Asia, the ASEAN Political Security Community, and 88

Confucius’ Philosophy. PLS Working Papers Series. No. 10 (2014): 1-16, p. 10-13.  
https://plsworkingpapers.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/pls-working-paper-series-no-111.pdf (Accessed 
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order are being upheld when the people are capable of and motivated to keep their lives in order and 

develop a voice of conscience. The rule by virtue provides a social pressure for everyone to abide 

the new law. The role of the ruler is to respect and enhance the individuals human dignity, equality, 

learning opportunities and everyones correlative rights. In government service the leader must be a 

junzi originally described as a son of a lord but later on anyone could become a junzi through 

cultivating him/her in accordance with the Confucian teachings. The junzi is described as to be 

generous but not wasteful, works hard for the people without complaints, has desires but is not 

covetous, is at ease but not arrogant, and is awe-inspiring but not fierce.   90

The ideal Confucian society is that of different social roles and their performance, but this doesn't 

mean that authoritarian regimes or elitist groups are in favor since the junzi is to rule by virtue and 

not the law. Instead the leaders are supposed to support the adherence to li without being arrogant 

but by being generous and caring for the people and to inspire them to reach a level of ren which 

means humanity or love. Without a high- handed manner the ruler provides the people with 

sufficient freedom and rights to live a life of dignity in order to live autonomously and participate in 

public life.  Confucian tradition is often linked to authoritarian and corrupt governments, in a study 91

over the history and governments of the East Asian region H. George Frederick concluded that 

Confucian teachings where used to subjugate others and give false legitimacy to non-virtuous 

bureaucrats. This leading to the negative image of Confucian ideas in the 19th century and the 

general view of the ideas to be behind many of the pains in society. But the charge that the 

Confucian tradition supports authoritarian regimes and suppress the individuality of people for the 

benefit of social welfare is more the cause of Confucianism as ideology and not the original 

teachings of Confucius. This politicization of Confucianism focuses on a few teachings selected to 

benefit of the current political agenda. Looking closer at the original teachings Tan and Reyes 

discovers the active interest in political affairs with strong practical concerns. But the meaning of 

 Tan, Charlene and Vicente Reyes. Political Values in Asia, the ASEAN Political Security Community, and 90
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political participation can be expressed various ways exercising the rights and obligations of 

citizenship at local, state, national and global level.  92

Todays confucianism derives from the Analects which is a collection of sayings and conduct of 

Confucius and his disciples. He wanted to replace the rule of law and punishment with the rule of 

virtue, an idea derived from the sage kings from the Zhou dynasty in China. Confucius promised to 

improve the socio-political conditions in any state within a year and then three years later he would 

deliver results. In order to replace the rule of law he wanted to raise the peoples virtue and instead 

of sending lawbreakers to jail, which in his opinion would not bring them shame and their poor 

behavior would continue, instead he wanted to raise the peoples li and they would then have a sense 

of shame and therefor order themselves with or without punishment. Li covers many aspects of 

ordinary life and all of the normative human behaviors including a wide spectrum of behaviors, 

activities, speaking and moving. Confucius regarded the rule by virtue as very effective for 

transforming a persons character through her behaviors.  93

A confucian leader should respect human dignity, equality, learning opportunities and resources but 

also their rights. A good leader also manifests and models the desired behaviors and values 

according to li it is important that the leader portraits what is described as a junzi which historically 

was a an aristocrat or son of a lord but in the confucian sense it refer to an exemplary person that all 

people should inspire to be because of his virtue. Rather a position aquired by birth this junzi is 

something anyone can become by abiding ren or humanity and love. Central qualities for a junzi are 

that he should generous but not wasteful, works (the people) hard without their complaints, has 

desires but is not covetous, is at ease but not arrogant, and is awe- inspiring but not fierce. In other 

terms far from being authoritarian the junzi ruler takes care of the people not in a high- handed 

manner but giving them the necessary rights and freedoms to live autonomously in accordance to 

 Tan, Charlene and Vicente Reyes. Political Values in Asia, the ASEAN Political Security Community, and 92
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li.  This entails a consensus and consultation- building between the ruler and the subjects, therefor 94

a number of writers sees within the confucian framework potentials to build a framework with 

space for democracy, human rights, equality, justice and an active civil society.  It is important 95

both ruler and subjects to demonstrate and possess virtue through ren ( humanity and love), li 

(appropriateness) and Zhengming (rectification of names) in their common quest to become junzi 

(noble or exemplary person).  96

Within the ASEAN community consensus and consultation building is very important and are partly 

based on these Confucian thoughts. A number of writers are seeing compatibility between 

Confucianism and human rights, democracy, equality and global justice. Core Confucian ideas have 

already been adapted and blended to the rule of law with the rule of man and there is evidence that 

Confucian governmental style and democratic self- government are in good relations to economic 

growth and further provides a unique mixture of economic, bureaucratic and democratic ideas. 

There is no doubt that the Asian political history and regions provides many differences and a wide 

variation, in many areas the ASEAN unity encompasses such variety of political and economical 

nature of its member states which creates many paradoxes of how to live in greater unanimity. By 

expressing Confucius virtue based philosophy it provides a foundation to the informal workings of 

non- interference, consultation and consensus as the ASEAN way to keep paradoxical forces more 

balanced.  97
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5. The right to Development  

5.1 Development as freedom 

In the kingdom of Cambodia, as in many developing countries, people are being systematically 

denied political freedoms and fundamental rights.  In many cases the states claim that the denial of 

these freedoms serves a higher purpose in benefit of its peoples in which way it will stimulate 

economic growth and works as a ”good” in rapid economic development. In this chapter 

development as freedom approach will be discussed in relations to social justice and development 

rights.   98

In the  previous chapter much attention has been given to the need for socio- economic, cultural and 

development rights in ASEAN member states. According to Tan Hsien- Li much of the international 

attention has been given to the first and second generations of civil, political, economic, social and 

cultural rights. The third generation, the developmental rights, are slowly turning into rights based 

programs and methodologies. The meaning of the rights explains Hsien- Li are people- centered, 

participatory, environmentally sound non- discriminatory policies, equitable distribution of wealth 

in attaining economic growth and the enhancement of people’s capabilities to provide them with 

choice, empowerment, and freedom. The human rights development is not yet entirely 

operationalized but was given priority through the Millennium Development Goals to eliminate 

poverty.  In the previous Asian values debate the argument for development before human rights 99

and democracy is not the case here whereas states, international organizations and NGO’s do their 

job to ensure development and human rights and democracy. Hsien- Li further argues that 

development is not a claim developing states can make against the developed ones, a good 

understanding of the rights which also would include the implementation of rights and obligations 

would help the ASEAN states to become stronger democratic societies. These rights takes time to 

evolve into society much like Hsien- Li explains the socio-economic and cultural rights lived a kind 

 Sen, Amartya.’ The perspective on Freedom’ in Development as freedom. Oxford University Press. 2001, 98
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of shadow life until the late 1980’s, today the socio- economic rights are more mainstream but have 

not reached equal treatment as civil and political rights. Developmental rights aims at getting 

economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights to be fully realized. At a national level this leads 

governments to ensure gender equality, fair access for all persons to basic resources, education, 

health, food, housing, employment and just wages.  Today the right to development from 1986 is 100

a non binding agreement and according to Hsien- Li will probably remain in such form due to the 

continued misconceptions of development first or as the right to aid from the developed world. 

Therefor it cannot be invoked to be used as a substitute for human rights simply because it’s too 

weak at the moment with the lack of legal obligation and lack of consensus. It is still a right that is 

under progress and cannot be considered a ”right” at this point.  101

The origins of the Asian way and later on the ASEAN way emanated from a desire to eliminate the 

vast issue of poverty and starvation which Lee Kuan Yew argued to be much more important than 

civil and political rights. Amartya Sen poses the question ”if we have reasons to want more wealth 

what are we going to use it for?”. In general, most humans have good reasons to want more money 

not for the income itself but for what we can do with it and because it generates more freedom to 

lead the lives we want.  Wealth is very useful but we must also consider its capacity to determine 102

our living conditions and quality of life which means that the formula for economic development 

has to reach beyond the accumulation of wealth according to Sen.  In an aristotelian fashion 103

income is ”merely useful and for the sake of something else”, economic development cannot be 

seen as an end in itself but must be focused on to reinforce the lives we lead and in Sen’s case the 

freedoms we enjoy. In boosting the freedoms of human lives we encourage people to social activity 

and to interact with the world we live in.   Likewise the protection of civil and political rights as 104

Hsien- Li, Tan. ”The unexplored aspect of human rights what ASEAN needs to understand about the right 100
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Hsien- Li has noted provides the most efficient focus on socio- economic rights and there should 

not be a heightened interest in achieving socio- economic, cultural and developmental rights over 

civil and political rights.  Political and social freedoms are basic elements of human freedom and 105

it serves as a limitation upon the people if the state is denying the need for them. The meaning of 

freedom in this context also investigates the opportunities that human beings are submitted to 

through their personal and social lives which are crucial to the idea of development as a freedom.  106

The development as freedom perspective involves an integrated approach of economic and social 

development, an aspect Adam Smith evolved emphasizing the importance of education but also 

division of labor and development of skills in studying possibilities for production. In Smiths work 

the wealth of nations the human capacity to live a life worth living and being productive in society 

is central. As an example drawn from Smith’s teachings the difference of natural talent between 

men does not necessarily derive from nature but more so from habit. custom and education. What 

sets a philosopher apart from a doorman is not their natural talents but their lifestyles. Sen 

particularity enjoys the connection between productive abilities and lifestyles to education and 

development of skills and that Smiths assumes the possibility of improvement. This is a very central 

understanding of the capabilities approach, the recognition of the vital part of human qualities in 

economic development is a good first step but it still doesn't tell us anything about why the 

economic growth is wanted in the first place. The focus on human freedom then economic 

development would have a task to expand these opportunities and to integrate them into the basic 

understanding of development so that people can lead more free lives.  The capabilities are 107

dependable upon the social arrangement which highly influences the freedoms enjoyed by the 

individuals, the state and society are ultimately responsible for their survival.   108

In adapting the freedom aspect in a more practical way it affects public policy, economic growth 

gives more abundance in access of more options in factors such as better education, health care, 
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medical attention and other factors that influences the effective freedoms that people enjoy.  These 

helps us to live better lives in addition to the meaning they bear of promoting more productivity and 

economic growth. Human capital in this sense only (but still importantly) focuses on one smaller 

part of this related to productive resources which needs to be broadened since human beings are not 

just the means of production but also the end of the teachings.  The freedom approach is much 109

inclined to enhance the quality of life, Sen draws an example out of three people looking to be 

employed and all three of them are considered poor. Looking closely at the three aspiring people the 

one looking to employ tries to make a decision; Dino is the poorest one of the three, Bishanno is the 

one in most psychological pain since he recently been submitted to poverty and are very depressed, 

Rogini is chronically ill and could use the money to rid herself of disease. The three cases inhabits 

three different principles where the decision relies on which information that is the most important. 

In the case of Dinu who relies on a income-egalitarian focus where the income becomes the most 

important, Bishanno’s case regards a classic utilitarian approach where general happiness is being 

considered the most valued and last Rogini’s case is interested in the quality of life which also Sen 

focuses on.  

The basic concern is the capability of a human being to live the life they have reason to value which 

is a different take from the more common focus on Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or the 

industrialization of the country. In Sen’s case both GDP and industrialization are of importance but 

they don't define the meaning of development. The individual is being regarded as a responsible 

adult who must be active and in charge of their own well being, it is ultimately up to the person to 

decide what to do with the capabilities and what life they want to lead.  Human capital is therefor 110

different since its main attributes concerns the agency of individuals in terms of work possibilities 

whereas human capability concerns the substantive freedom of individuals to boost the real 

opportunities they have. Both perspectives are inter-related and concerned with people and their 

abilities to achieve and acquire but how this is measured is what separates them. Looking at a 

persons individual traits, social background, economic circumstances the person have a given set of 

 Sen, Amartya. ’ The perspective of freedom’ in Development as freedom. Oxford University Press, 2001, 109
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abilities to do or be certain things and what this person will value in life.  Having more freedom in 111

ones life is a important for the overall freedom in the society but also in the opportunity for more 

valuable outcomes, substantive freedom in this case also serves as important factor to raise the 

ability for human beings to help themselves but also to make a contribution to the world, which are 

a basis in terms of development.  Part of the reasoning is also the capabilities which are 112

concerned with the individuals ability to live the kind of life he or she has reason to value, public 

policies has the power to enhance these capabilities.  The goal is to strengthen citizens agency 

which brings about the persons ability to participate ruled by her own values and objectives in 

economic and social political actions. Indirectly or directly and as a member of the community not 

necessarily as a revolutionary but as a active driven human being with the freedom to deliver her 

own ideas. This is opposite to what many public policy bosses that often succumb to the temptation 

of finely tuning the policies and target a certain population to achieve an ideal delivery to a 

supposed passive population.  Theres also to say that deprivation of individual income have great 113

outcomes on the individual capability, a low income can connect to illiteracy, poor health and 

undernourishment. Improved education and good health generally helps in attaining higher incomes 

which are important connections to look at but according to Sen it is not necessary to me too 

mesmerized by them but study the nature of their reach. Income poverty might be too narrow to 

look at Sen on the other hand encourages studies on capability deprivation which are more inclusive 

of other factors and might help in understanding the poverty and unfreedom of human beings. The 

influences on poverty can be put into a broader perspective where a fuller image of deprivation and 

progress can be understood.  There are many reasons in viewing poverty and inequality as a 114

major distress in basic capabilities. Deprivation in basic capabilities has outcomes on premature 

mortality, significant undernourishment, widespread illiteracy and other hardships. Women gone 

missing is very common in south and west Asia, North Africa and China which has to be 

investigated from a social, demographic and medical information rather from a point of view of low 

income which in many cases tells very little of the phenomena of gender inequality. But 
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unemployment does brings with it many psychological effects on the human being such as social 

exclusion, loss of self-reliance, self- confidence, mental and physical health.   115

In this freedom oriented perspective the capacity of the people to participate in the deciding of what 

traditions to follow must be nurtured. The conflict between these two the preserving of tradition and 

the changes that modernity brings forward calls for a participatory decision where the question must 

be open. The asian values debate attempted to silence the freedom of participation because of their 

specific traditional values but the case of asian values developed a particular voice. Arguments 

circulating around traditional values tends according to Sen to miss the issue of legitimacy and the 

need for the people who directly concerned to participate in the decision- making what they want 

for their lives and for what they have reason to value.  The capacity to participate also requires 116

the person to be sufficiently knowledgable, in this argument denying the opportunity of basic 

education to any group is directly opposing the minimum conditions of participatory freedom. The 

freedom of development requires the need to remove the unfreedom that people may suffer from in 

the developing society, it is however difficult to pin point a certain criterion to rank or compare the 

development experience. There will often be arguments coming from different directions in regards 

to the units of freedom or the diverse needs of different people in assessing their freedoms. Sen’s 

development as freedom approach doesn't require all states to join in under one complete ordering 

instead it focuses on vital aspects of the process of development which still will cause many 

differences in the overall making.  The asian values debate much like the discussion about african 117

culture or western civilization is an oversimplification that overpowers our understanding about 

diversity and diversity within cultures. Religious leaders, public officials or government workers 

don't have the ownership in determining local culture or values whereas in most cultures many 

voices are present arguing with one another.  These opposing parties are usually a problem to states 

wanting to uphold a homogenous belief about the true nature of the local culture. Development 

 Op. cit., p. 21-23.115

 Sen, Amartya.’ The perspective on Freedom’ in Development as freedom. Oxford University Press. 2001, 116

p. 32.

 Sen, Amartya.’ The perspective on Freedom’ in Development as freedom. Oxford University Press. 2001, 117

p. 33.  
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cannot only focus on the people in the ruling elite but it must get a broader reach which stresses the 

need for participation.  118

As the ASEAN member states have since the beginning claim their right for development, but it 

does not matter how much they refer to the right to development since it is not yet a fully 

functioning right as a normative right in the international community. Further more Hsien- Li 

argues the connection between human rights and development is not yet fully bridged but at this 

point there are benefits of finding the common links between them two which development 

communities has just started to recognize. If they continue to work with the right to development 

and recognizing it is not ”right” in the traditional sense but contains claims of right bearers against 

duty holders the human rights and development rights are opening up more ways to socio- 

economic rights explains Hsien- Li. If such an evolution would take place and the ASEAN states 

would accept the future obligations and fulfill what they have been claiming for such a long time in 

the right to development they must understand the simultaneous practice of all human rights: as the 

right to development is dependent upon civil and political, socio- economic and cultural rights. The 

right to development does not exists in a legal vacuum, Hsien- Li points this out especially to the 

poorest economies in the ASEAN unity Cambodia, Laos, Maynamar and Vietnam. With the 

development of ASEAN the need of more institutional tools for implementation is very important, 

such is the progress away from non binding agreements and the national constitutional protections 

as discussed in the ASEAN Way chapter. Another challenge for the evolution of development rights 

is the weak rule of law culture in ASEAN states which visible in the case of Cambodia and the 

issues with Economic Land Concessions as previously discussed. The ASEAN states rely heavily 

on foreign investment, aid, trade and governance and the civil society to sustain human rights and 

equitable development.  As the final chapter is due, all these challenges and possibilities discussed  119

will be recognized through the Community representatives and NGO personnel in the Kingdom of 

Cambodia. The local challenges from within the khmer society ranges from the lack of rule of law, 

need for social empowerment, stronger institutions and the need of human rights protection.  

 Sen, Amartya.’ Culture and human rights’ in Development as freedom. Oxford University Press. 2001, p. 118

248.

 Hsien- Li, Tan. ”The unexplored aspect of human rights what ASEAN needs to understand about the right 119

to development” in The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights. Cambridge University 
Press 2011, p. 246-247.
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6. The Kingdom of Cambodia: A case study 

6.1 Introduction  

The following chapter has been dedicated to the Community representatives in the provinces of 

Cambodia and to the NGO personnel working with development and human rights issues. The 

samples are gathered dependent upon which province the interview took place in, as mentioned in 

the introductory chapter the interviews are semi- structured based and the individuals names have 

been left out for ethical reasons. After the presentation of the community voices the following 

chapters are divided based on the main themes the respondent discussed.  

6.2 Community voices and social change  

Community representative from Koh Kong province facilitates the peoples skills and her job is to 

motivate the villagers to actively protect their rights. Non governmental organizations actively helps 

spread the knowledge about how the rights work and how to use them, but together with the village 

people they help build stronger communities. It is important for the longterm effects to let the 

people manage their own lands and strengthen their level of empowerment. The Community 

representatives believes the real test for the peoples strength and capacity lies within their ability to 

stand up against the government or join in on arguments when they feel neglected. They thinks the 

workshops about fundamental rights conducted at NGO’s are easy enough to understand and that 

they are ready to be adopted by the locals. But also that implementation stage takes time, in order to 

adapt the information about issues such as climate change onto the local level takes time and they 

need to conduct meetings in order to get organized. In this village they are quite active to spread the 

knowledge within the community on current issues.   

There has been a lot of change in the village, the people are thinking in new ways and they have 

more freedom than before, any of the people used to be very afraid of authority but with a stronger 

community and a greater support they feel more empowered. The most noticeable change is in the 

way the community dares to address authority figures and also in the way people view themselves 
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and their own power. Before the capacity building workshops and activities before the Community 

representative dwas being very shy and timid but slowly started to share opinions during meetings, 

through the support and feedback the community gave slowly gained more confidence. With a 

stronger and more active community the local representative first of all wanted the society to 

become braver in their approach to local authorities. If there would be a problem in the area they 

would not be afraid to ask or push the person in charge to make better decisions. Previous week the 

village suffered from low water supplies due to local restrictions, the people got infuriated and 

wanted the community representative to take action which she immediately did. The Community 

representative went to the community chief and with the right to clean water, demanded the chief to 

give the villagers access to a bigger quantity of fresh water. The point is, if the villagers didn’t know 

of their rights they would never have demanded them or though of themselves as entitled to more 

water. The capacity to advocate their rights such as their right to fresh water, right to protest, right to 

education have increased but they are not fully implemented. The people trusts the Community 

representative so much she feels their support and expectations on her. Before she was elected 

community representative she was always quiet and very unsure of herself but today she feels more 

empowered and very supported by the local people who have high expectations of her. With a 

stronger local capacity the community have a chance to claim more rights for the people, if they 

also starts to connect at a national level the peoples capacity would strengthen the weak democracy 

that exists in Cambodia today. Other rights she would like to strengthen in the region is the rights to 

security such as protection against bodily harm, land protection and protection of the natural 

resources. Human rights activists in Cambodia still risk harassment, imprisonment or arrest for 

fighting for more democracy and the right to  make decisions over their own lives. The Community 

representative primarily believes that the human rights comes from the law system, but in order to 

implement these the people must be knowledgeable about their rights. Secondly the rights comes 

alive from civil activity which also creates a stronger society with a deeper level of solidarity where 

people are connecting with each other.  

The Community representative have witnessed a deeper level of change in the society, through 

community activity the people are more interested in current issues and they want to know more 

about legal rights which they sometimes find difficult to understand.  Due to the lower levels of 
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education it is important to keep teachings at a reasonable level and easy to adapt to everyday life 

and then slowly build upon the existing knowledge and interest. There has been more frequent 

activity in the communities where the people want to conduct meetings, even the younger 

population wants to get involved and start activities related to the challenges they face. Many of the 

teenagers wants to study law at university, but to make that dream a reality the people must save 

money and the parents needs to know the importance of further education and its relation to overall 

development. To raise the capacity amongst the people will affect the national level and force the 

weak democracy to change into a more stable one. That change demands an active civil society and 

knowledge about their legal rights and current social issues, but with the limited resources it takes 

dedication to further the change, but as she explains it the way people in this region regards their 

rights and what they believe they are capable of have change a lot from previous years. The 

awareness of the social ecosystem have increased in only a few years and this village have even 

started a savings account, the ambition is to save enough money in case this village in future would 

need it or if the teenagers need financial support in order to achieve their dreams. The change is a 

slow working progress but she is very optimistic about the villagers changing belief in themselves 

and that they are planning for the future. 

The wishes The Community representative have is to be able to visit other villages and 

communities in order to gather information about the issues and ideas other people in similar 

situations are facing. If many of the neighboring villages are experiencing the same problems, for 

instance the most common issue land grabbing, they could join together and be able to put a lot 

more pressure on the government like that of the protesting on World habitat day in October 2014 in 

Phnom Penh. But as for today its only local NGO’s that conducts field trips to all the provinces and 

are trying to get samples from all of them in order to join them together. The Community 

representative explains that she would very much like to join a field trip in order to better 

understand her community in relation to other communities. Today the only way of learning from 

other communities is from the radio, TV or NGO’s. When the community representative conducts a 

meeting and trade information it creates a strong solidarity and it’s building a stronger foundation 

for the community with the increasing participation. The community knows more about the benefits 

of sending their children to school as opposed to having them working on the farms. In the future 
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ambition as a community representative is for the people to be more self reliant, more able to 

protect their rights, conduct protests or meet with government officials. The villagers capacity to 

address issues close to their homes are getting stronger but she would like them to get braver in life 

and make bolder decisions for their families. She belies the capacity of the villages will increase 

with time and hopefully all the children will have the opportunity and courage to go to school.  

The parents must support their children and to give them confidence to believe in their own 

capacity to fulfill a higher education, today a lot of children are afraid of being considered stupid. 

The school system in Cambodia is in need of reform, there must be a better opportunity for children 

to go to school, in the rural areas there might not even be a school to attend or other problems such 

as too few teachers or materials causes problems with quality of the learning process is very 

common. Many families are struggling with poverty in the region which makes it more difficult to 

motivate each other to keep sending the children to school regardless of the direct and indirect costs 

related to the educational system. Usually there are many families from this community 

immigrating to Thailand, but this year there have been a significant decrease in this phenomena. 

When families immigrate to Thailand it’s mainly to find work and the kids in general don’t go to 

school. The change according to The Community representative means that many families value 

their children's education much more now, this is partly due to NGO activities of raising educational 

awareness. The village is also more updated on human rights, law and advocacy, land protection, 

land law, how to conduct a protest and also how to create excitement amongst the people to actually 

join on the activities. But still they experience issues with participation and the problems of making 

everyone really understand and adapt the teachings. Regardless the decreasing rate of families 

moving to Thailand to search for work is a positive sign that the children instead of working with 

their parents actually gets sent to school on Cambodia.  

The community representative conducts a group discussion with people from the nearby provinces 

and villages. They explain the role of local NGO’s and their way of spreading knowledge in the 

community. It is very important to keep the seminars and workshops at a level that is easy to 

understand and ready to adapt to the civil society. The people in the group are all coming from the 

same province but they only joined the community activities since they firsthand had witnessed 
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issues with land grabbing, deforestation and other problems with the government. There are 

economic land concession deals that the government signed away to companies that are to last for 

99 years, many of the group members joined the community meetings in order to know about the 

this phenomena. As a result of the meetings and the following discussions they decided to visit the 

construction sight in order to gather all the information they needed to make a complaint and to 

publicly question the act.  

  

The local police occasionally arrest people without any obvious reason and knowing ones rights 

gives you a sense of security, the group seems to agree about this and they argue that learning about 

fundamental rights gives you the capacity to defend yourself and in this case against illegal arrests. 

One person says she knows more about the governmental responsibilities, she is more 

knowledgable on what to expect and how corruption is damaging the public structures. Two people 

didn't know how to conduct a meeting before the local NGO taught them how and the benefits of 

actually inviting important people to the meetings even though they decline. The real value from the 

community activity is arguably in the knowledge they spread on how to protect their fundamental 

rights and what the rights actually are supposed to protect. But the group all agree that the 

Cambodian legal system is difficult to understand and they will need further lessons in their rights 

and to be giving more examples of how to use them. It is a tricky task since it is common 

knowledge that the Cambodian state is not yet a fully functioning democracy. In general the group 

appreciates being an active part of NGO and community activity, joining the workshops and getting 

more educated have made them a more integrated part of the community and people are regarding 

the representative and the members of this small counsel with respect because they are more 

updated on current issues. Another problem is regarding aid effectiveness, one woman in the group 

had noticed  a lot of new investors in the area and people talking about development but years later 

she never saw any difference. The woman's main motivation for joining meetings was her interest in 

aid effectiveness and how foreign investments work.  

Cambodia has many international donors and usually when money is involved so are foreign 

interests and she never understood where the money goes. After a NGO workshop the participants 

makes sure to spread the knowledge to their communities  as fast as possible and they try to teach 
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their families and neighbors as best they can. The first thing they do is to make an effort to 

implement the new knowledge in their community with a few techniques they are educated in, they 

also makes sure everyone understands what is to be implemented and how they can contribute to 

the work. It is vital for everyone in the area to know how to use a camera and how to spread 

information as efficiently and fast as possible. The community needs to be knowledgeable enough if 

they are going to be as efficient as possible if or when a problem would arise, to build a stronger 

capacity amongst the peoples in the villages are of highest interest if the response to issues are 

going to be as fast as possible. Good communication skills serves everyone in the community well, 

if they are in frequent contact with the outside world chances for a quick response are much higher 

and they might get help sooner.  

  

The biggest issue in these villages are the access to media, there might be one camera in the area or 

one person might have a smartphone. Technical devices must be close at hand and everyone must 

know how to use them, it’s also important for the people or at least one person in a group to know 

how to spread information and news. One from the group discussion decided to give the local police 

a lecture in penal law, he had himself been arrested many times and after he had attended a 

community lecture on the legal issue he decided to take action. The man explained that the police 

officers in most cases don’t have enough training in legal matters, it might seem strange that the 

police needs a lecture within this area but it demonstrates the general lack of education in 

Cambodia. Spreading knowledge is very valuable since there are many obstacles in communicating 

with local authorities, democratic values such as justice and equality are left to the citizens to make 

sure they are met which could be an arduous task.  Another person in the group decided to to 

contact the indigenous peoples living deep in the forest relatively close by his home, after a 

workshop about the rights and issues regarding the minority peoples the person wanted them to 

know about the ways they could gain information and how to claim their rights. He found them 

very interested and eager for information about other minority groups and their collective issues.  It 

is noticeable how engaged the people joining this discussion are, they are more then willing to 

connect with the people unable to attend the meetings in order to teach them as much as possible. 

There is a problem with getting people involved in the meetings or workshops because of poverty 

and limited access to the meeting place due to poor quality roads. Usually only a few people show 
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up for the workshops and the main excuse is the problem with financing the transport to and from 

the meetings. Also the people in the group comments that the people are lazy and could make a 

better effort. People apparently gets jealous about money. They usually ask NGO’s for money in 

order to participate in the activities, if funding would be available this could give them an 

opportunity to join in and learn more.  The group further discusses the government and the way 

they discriminate against its own people, they never consider the peoples voices neither from the 

majority of the population or the indigenous groups. Many villagers are reportedly still very 

confused about the opposite party and its function in the parliament. People are feeling very left out 

of the political decision making process and the opposite party is not living up to anyones 

expectations since they are perceived as to be the same party as the ruling one. This is usually the 

reason that people decide to join community activities and educational workshops to let out their 

frustrations since they feel as if this platform is the only space for listening and attempts at solutions 

to problems. The present group always sends invitations to authority figures in the region but the 

participation and response is very low.  

In order to stand against authority figures the people must gain more confidence, the group 

discusses the importance of education and the importance of knowing what one is entitled to by law, 

even though the law system is currently not working properly. In many cases the voices of rural 

people are not heard by the government and they make decisions without considering their opinions 

or interests. The difficulties in communication with the government and other local authorities 

makes people angry and upset. If the citizen don't make a stand for their interests or rights the 

government in most cases will carry out what suits the interests of the state more. In order to build a 

democratic society the respect for human rights is a very vital part of the transformation, today the 

Cambodian government displays issues with respecting fundamental rights in its attempt to develop 

the country. In order to strengthen the legal framework such as human rights it’s not sufficient 

enough to only sign documents or to change the jurisdiction, an important part of the 

implementation process is the empowerment of the people and capacity building. NGO’s that 

focuses on vulnerable and disadvantage part of the society is a crucial step in implementing the 

rights, other ways of supporting a state in transition is to raise awareness and educate the population 

in order to strengthen the capacity. In Cambodia NGO’s are the ones that performs most of the 
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capacity building work, there seems to be a need for an effective national human rights institution. 

 It gets easier to express ideas and experiences if the communities are working together. If 120

communities are strong and very supportive it gives courage to its members and they gain the 

possibility to express their thoughts to local and national authorities. The capacity to form networks 

and social skills is enhanced and with contacts in other villages or communities the ability to 

respond to any issue or problem gets better and they can join in on protesting against poor decisions 

made by the government. There seem to be progressive change in the previously strong hierarchal 

system, the group talks about children being able to speak and share their thoughts with their 

teachers and elders. This creates better opportunities to network and for people to make new friends 

but also it changes the way the people view authority figures. The group have seen change in people 

and they all have witnessed people getting braver, they are now joining in on protests and they 

demand more information about political and social issues. The group have also noticed a change in 

the way the women regard themselves, before they experienced a problem with  domestic violence 

and abusive men but without anyone doing anything about it.  

Today, with a stronger belief in their basic rights the women troubled by violent husbands team up 

with other women and they put a lot of pressure on the men to stop this behavior. Even domestic 

violence reports has been filed at the local police office.The community have started to value school 

much higher since they are understanding the long term benefits of education. Before the families 

strongly believed that they would loose money sending their children to school but that is changing 

a lot and many regard school as a longterm investment. There are still families wanting money up 

front and finds that the school fees are too high, motivating people who are enduring poverty and 

hardships.. The group wants to know more about human rights and domestic law, they also wants to 

conduct meetings out in the villages to involve more people. 

A community Kors krolor district almost lost their lands in 2004 due to the governments desire to 

register the lands, later in 2013 the community members managed to get their names registered. 

Today the people don’t have any problems with their lands but there are still a few families waiting 

United Nations (UN)  120

 http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/democracy/human_rights.shtml (Accessed 2015-10-10)
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for their papers. The Community representative helps the villagers to protect their fundamental 

rights and how to claim them. The most important knowledge is how to conduct a protest and how 

to react if the government or authority figures overstep their boundaries, which implies that the 

people must know the responsibilities of the state officials. Through community meetings the 

villagers get up to date information about the various issues and problems affecting the nearby 

villages. The community members needs to be able to use a camera, internet, phone or other medias 

to be able to collect evidence and spread information fast. It is very important for the community to 

cooperate well and be well updated and if issues should arise for them both to be fast to respond. 

The Community representative talks about his wish to have more freedom in his life mainly to be 

able to move or to walk anywhere he wants, this seems to be of great importance and he expresses 

sadness over not being completely free in his own country. Being a farmer he wants the right to 

walk anywhere or to farm any land that is available, he further argues that the right to walk 

anywhere involves the right to individual security and that people must respect each others personal 

safety. When people doesn’t respect each others freedom, the freedom itself will always be limited. 

The change the community representative have noted in people is the way they think, before the 

community activity most people were only concerned about their own lives and their own 

individual benefits. If there was a problem in a village no one would try to address it, there was to 

much focus on hierarchies and to much respect was given to authority figures, now there is more 

room for discussion and confrontation.  

The Community representative wants to encourage more discussions in the communities about the 

social issues that comes as a side effect of the land grabbing, his goal is to motivate the people to 

start taking action and give more support to the people directly affected by this. There are also much 

more to say about issues such as climate change and how to locally prepare and adapt to the coming 

changes, he believes the capacity to cope with the coming change is much to low. The 

representative is although very happy that people are aware of the importance of voting and also 

how to vote even though Cambodia currently only have two parties to vote for. One village man 

join us in the discussion and he started to talk about the leading political party and how they 

continuously fail to keep every promise they make. I asked him what he thinks about starting their 

own political party, since there are a lot of joint voices in the rural areas and they all seem to dislike 
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the leading party and the so called opposite party. But the question was a little bit misunderstood 

since they started to talk about the already existing Cambodian parties, they talked about the 

importance of voting but they did not seem to recognize their own political potential. But The 

Community representative explains to me that the Cambodian state first of all isn’t a real 

democracy and might not be ready for more political parties in the coming future, but still he is 

rather optimistic and says that maybe if the level of education rises within five years that might be a 

possibility. The people would rather join the already existing opposite party than try to create a new 

one, mostly because the low levels of education they argue that it would be too hard to get the 

political organization working. It has been said before but the educational level in rural areas of 

Cambodia is called for great concern, in order to create and support a growing democracy education 

is at its core in order for people to have the means to practice their rights. 

The community is still growing and getting more knowledgable and they want Cambodia to become 

a real democracy. In short they want to include more people and they want to join together in order 

to protect their rights. They want to promote equal rights for the rural peoples, today their interests 

are severely undermined and the more simple peoples don’t enjoy the same level of rights as the 

people with more power. The main concerns for this community according to the Community 

representative is the lack of interest the government shows its people and how little attention is 

given to the rural and indigenous peoples. The government should in a good democracy work as a 

parent and regard its citizens with much greater love and respect, today government officials don’t 

even try to motivate people and the community people believes that the government steals the 

power from its own people. In the community group discussion peoples from nearby villages join. 

The community finds it difficult to conduct meetings since the government tends to interfere with 

the planning, authority figures always wants to know what the villagers are up to and if they are 

growing more political. The group wants to share the topics with the government but instead of 

following a strict pre- set agenda they want the freedom to discuss anything without being 

punished. If authority figures wants to join the meetings they are more than welcome to do so, the 

people around me discusses the importance of transparency and they find that the government have 

a strange idea about communities. The relationship between the government and its people isn't 

build on mutual trust or respect, the group members argues that authority figures must follow up 
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their promises. Today the government still tries with illegal methods to gain votes during elections, 

they usually gives the rural peoples gifts like clothes or toys in order to gain their favor. Its difficult 

for the community members to conduct meetings because they are always accused of building 

opposite political opinions and they continuously seek to destroy the community activity. The 

government gets very jealous of the level of support the villagers gets even though the communities 

doesn't have any financial capacity yet but they are very proud not accepting any bribes. The 

community chief has a very bad reputation in the area since he is know to be very corrupted. To be 

able to address this problem the discrimination of the rural peoples must stop and the governmental 

workers must build a closer relationship with its citizen. Networking and communicating on a 

frequent basis would be very valuable.  

The community finds it difficult to get people involved in the various activities, they discuss the 

possibility of sending letters to the families to invite them. But they seem afraid of joining meetings 

and first time comers are usually very shy to speak up. In the beginning people are very scared of 

being part of a group meeting but when they have been there the first time the usually comes back 

and slowly they start sharing their experiences. The trouble seems to be to make people come to the 

meeting, the group discusses the importance of the meetings being located in a very central spot and 

if they could get financial support to cover the transport expenses that would help a lot. They 

considered the importance of joining protests and they find it today to be the best way to protect 

their rights and their lands, although it is very arduous work that takes a lot of dedication. With the 

new radio installed in the area the community can get information faster about societal change or 

state decisions. The most fundamental change in this community would be the peoples awareness 

and their growing support for one another, before they were very afraid of authority figures and 

they conformed very easily. But because they work and interact more with each other they gain 

strength to pose question and arguments against offers not beneficial for them which would not 

have happened unless the workshops and knowledge would be easy to adapt and accurate. The 

group seems very proud of having a strong community representative, it gives them courage and a 

sense of meaning. They are also very concerned about the abusive government, they talk about the 

public jobs and how the low salaries makes employers into criminals since they, through the corrupt 

system, are forced to steel money from the people. 
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A village in Takong commune. The Community representative always encourages the people that 

attend community meetings and workshops to make it their responsibility to spread the word about 

the knowledge they have gained. His ambition is to teach the peoples in other districts and also to 

connect with them. The Community representative conducted a meeting with the community 

explaining the importance of spreading the knowledge one have and to make sure people 

understand what is taught since training in legal matters can be complicated and the educational 

level in Cambodia is generally low. Many of the communities preciously have had problems with 

the land law and and need to know more about it. As in the other villages have little trust for the 

government, they give promises but never keep them and the villagers feel the need to better learn 

advocacy in order to better connect with other people around Cambodia. There are a lot of state 

reforms that the community representative is waiting to see the results of, he is also of the opinion 

that Cambodia is not yet ready for more political parties even though capacity for that is increasing. 

The community representative himself has been harassed by the police since he is very active in the 

area, but he wouldn’t himself start a political party maybe in five years time the political climate 

will have changed but for now he is too scared of the government and its power. He is worried 

about the level of education in the village and for the people to become more independent. If human 

rights are to be effectively implemented in the society the people needs to be well informed about 

the jurisdiction and then encouraged to actually demand the rights. But the freedom of expression is 

very limited in Cambodia today and if the community joins in on a public forum they would be 

watched by authority figures and their actions would be documented. There is no right to get 

information about the government, which in the Community representatives opinion is a true 

expression of the lack of state transparency. All the governmental officers needs to be more 

responsible for the people and for the communities if they are to develop in a sustainable way. 

Today the distance between the government and its people are very far, there are no state 

representatives to discuss issues with.  

It is also very difficult for the community members to negotiate with the regional authorities many 

people are still afraid of them, but the Community representative strongly encourages this since it is 

very important to maintain a relationship. A few years back they experienced ill treatment from the 
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police and it could be very dangerous to be politically active in the community. Many people got 

into trouble with the police, the community representative have been arrested more than once and 

they have to avoid the police when trying to mobilize. The area had problems with land back in 

2008, since this community is an old khmer rouge area the military wanted to sell the land they 

officially owned to companies, but due to protesting and people getting very upset the provincial 

court had to give a solution to the people. But it sadly cost 3 human lives and one person suffered a 

jail sentence until the community got the lands registered in their respective family names.  The 

main issues in this villages are the lack of educational resources and schools, the few schools 

available are located outside the community, not all children attend classes and there are not enough 

money to pay for teachers salaries.  Inside the community there is one school for 100 students and 

only two teachers, with the salary of 60 dollars a month. As the we drove into the village the main 

road was in such a poor condition with many holes in the road and one part was completely closed 

due to flooding, making it impossible to pass. The community needs more governmental support to 

help repair the roads and make sure every household can access electricity. The community is 

making an effort to join protests and try to advocate for their rights in land issues, better educational 

system or better access to fresh water which takes a lot of patients and hard work. The Community 

representative is mostly worried about the future for the community children, without school they 

don't have much of  a future if they would focus on one thing to improve it would be the access to 

schools.  

Odar meandrey province. In this area only a short interview was possible due to uncertainty with 

the local police which excluded the availability for group discussions. Community representative 

introduces this area to have had a lot of problems with land grabbing issues and also with 

deforestation. The people are very interested in knowing more about their rights and they are very 

eager for information about the neighboring villages with which they have little contact with. The 

workshops conducted at local NGOs tend to be too technical for the people and adapting the 

information to their everyday life is difficult because of the low levels of education. Getting people 

to mobilize and to become more active in the political life within the community are a challenge to 

the community representative, mainly because this village is in a remote area and not connected to 

any larger city. Due to lack of job opportunities many families choose to migrate to Thailand where 
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to chances to find paid work is much higher only that the children don’t go to school because they 

don't know the language. 

The police made an arrest of a Japanese volunteer within the province this month and sent her back 

to Phnom Penh, the arrest caused a lot of concern in the communities. Usually the police is very 

respectful around foreigners but the arrest shows that the companies doesn’t like people asking 

questions to the villagers. It makes it difficult for the community members to be active in the region 

if the police are on a look out for intruders. The authority often accuses the villagers for being 

trouble makers and politically opposite and they are often subjected to bullying. The community 

representative argues that the people needs to know more about their civil and political rights. 

Another issue would be the effects of climate change and what preventative strategies they could 

take, since the community is completely dependent upon the natural resources, climate change 

could cause a devastating effect on community and leave them homeless. The Community 

representative believes this community lacks many rights such as the right to speak, he would very 

much like to speak in public forums or directly to officials but his ambition is often met with 

intimidation where officials tries to threaten or scare him away from the public space. The 

relationship with authority isn't so good, they give the promise to attend meetings but they never 

show up which deepens the trust issues between rural peoples and the government. The Community 

representative hopes the future will be bright and that the community will get stronger and now that 

they have established a bylaw system he is much more optimistic. The bylaw system is making the 

community stronger and the people are working harder to defend their fundamental rights. 

6.2 Main Human Rights Challenges in Cambodia 

A representative from Civil Society Organization finds that the main Human Rights issues in 

Cambodia are connected to land rights, people need their properties in order to sustain themselves 

and grow their foods. This is the most serious issue and is mostly caused by powerful elites whom 

find ways to claim land properties from poor communities abusing the law system. Another factor 

that causes the land issues to be so vast and so frequent is the governments interest in foreign 
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investments such as companies for purely economic interests not in a sustainable way. The law 

system is continuously abused where governmental people privately doesn't follow the law, as an 

example if you bring 100 million dollars to Cambodia you are given 17 000 hectares of land in ELC  

which the government doesn't  in any clear way do a follow up on. Authority figures does show any 

care about the people already living in these parts and re-location becomes a fiery debate. The two 

parts in the ELC contract only sign the papers, when the habitants of the area starts fighting back 

most of them are arrested. This is happening everywhere in Cambodia and is related to land issues. 

There is one mechanism that should be able to handle these complaints, its called Cadastral 

commission, but no case has been resolved through this one since the winner in the court is always 

the rich and the poor community does not only loose the case but they also get arrested, this is very 

unjust. Threats against Human Rights defenders in land issues where the defenders might get their 

lands taken away from them in order to get them silenced. Other issues the representative are 

mentioning are related to the labour industries where workers often faint in the factories, the cause 

is the polluted air and fainting is reported to be very common due to lack of water and food. Women 

and child trafficking is another issue that escapes the law system entirely since the trafficked person 

ends up in another country they need a legal work agent. Freedom of expression is commonly 

breached, in terms of the right of people to get together authority cracks down the activity. Freedom 

of expression is a constitutional right that authority does not protect, Cambodia has a strong 

constitution but with a separate law that is used to reduce Human Rights that has already been 

introduced in the constitution. It is a rule of law and the separate mechanism. The current leader 

must be changed since the election law is not working, also if you reveal the secrecy of Cambodian 

separate law you get punished. If you use your freedom to destroy the secret of the nation you get 

punished, there is not a fair election in Cambodia. This is a big Human Rights violation.  

A representative from ADHOC Cambodia finds the development of Cambodia is progressing 

towards a better independency of institutions, the political will is very important and is in many 

cases unclear and Human Rights are suffering from this. Human Rights institutions is not yet 

established and its not clear about what Cambodia wants. The concern for Human Rights is a new 

thing. Many people don't know of Human Rights or Universal Human Rights, in the representatives 

work he frequently points out rights concerning the people in communities but Human Rights 
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promotion is not the first priority it is basic education. Monitoring and investigation cases is the 

main focus in order to push forward the rule of law and law implementation. His professional 

strategic three year plan is to focus on land rights, micro justice, try to solve problems at local level, 

create an alternative dispute resolution program, try to find peaceful resolutions.  

Other challenges he thinks about are regarding the non independent military, the judiciary, rule of 

law and the implementation and equality of rights. These challenges are to the representative a 

struggle and we must focus all on this. It is very dependent upon the monitoring and the change 

from the bottom up its not all about the leader. He recognizes a lot of hard work. The communities 

must not blindly follow the political motivation, they must find independency and access accurate 

information.   

A representative from NGO Forum Cambodia finds major Human Rights challenges mainly in the 

poor democracy in Cambodia, the government has ratified most of the Human Rights conventions 

and the constitutional law respect all of the Human rights. Cambodia is doing much better than 

other ASEAN countries such as Vietnam, Laos and Maynamar but the implementation process is a 

problem. Cambodia respect Human Rights officially and in the laws it is alive but the law 

enforcement is the issue which causes the challenges. There is much room for improvement no law 

is perfect, he has observed that most companies active in Cambodia doesn't follow the law. When 

the company comes to the community they create a conflict, why is this? They don’t follow the 

procedure of development, if the government would put pressure on this the conflicts would 

minimize. Companies doesn't respect the law and they don’t follow the regulations, but the cause of 

this is the vast issues with corruption if the companies doesn't pay there way the process gets very 

slow. Companies can’t work in Cambodia if they try to do it properly, even the judges in court are 

corrupted it is very difficult to find no presence of corruption. In general companies from Europe 

who respect Human Rights don’t come to Cambodia. Money who needs to get clean come to 

Cambodia, due to the problems with law enforcement bad companies easily assess the lands and 

they can easily cheat the local peoples. Vietnamese and Chinese companies are the most common 

and they don't respect Human Rights and it gets very difficult to put pressure on them to stop 

committing crimes. The Royal Degree is supposed to protect all villages and no community is 
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supposed to be excluded, but companies finds different ways to work around them sometimes 

claiming people living in the areas illegally without any papers and then the government don't 

follow this up and people get evicted. The Solution is dependent upon the strength of the companies 

to pressure the government, the community representatives who face the challenges and speak up 

about them can be retained in prison for about 1 to 2 months. Local people are very angry and the 

government only wants the companies to contribute to national growth they don't care about the 

environment or the villagers.  

The government in Cambodia is so strong and its power controls the court, the army, parliament, the 

control everything and thy don't care about the people. Even though we officially have democracy 

and the people can protest and demonstrate but there is a lack of education and a lack of accessible 

information it makes it easy for the government to keep its power.  But the representative has noted 

a change, that people are daring to mandate to government and they are getting more political 

experience and they dare to challenge the Prime minister who has held the power for over 30 years. 

There has been a lot of conflicts and little development has been seen with no respect for Human 

Rights. People are changing their thinking as they are experiencing land conflicts with no 

resolutions and no justice. They are in general getting more information from Facebook and they 

are opening up their understanding about their lives this resulted in the opposite party gaining more 

votes. In 2013 more than 100 000 people mobilized to protest in Phnom Penh against the land 

concessions. The Prime minister changed the strategy and tried to improve the land conflict and to 

create a institute, the Land Resolution Committee, to solve land conflicts. But the representative 

asks how the people can get justice, how is this achievable? People mainly learn from their 

experiences and when the community chief threatens you and the government might sell your land 

properties justice seems a far fetched word. Very few members of the poor community can get 

higher jobs because they demand high capacity. How can the people get justice?  

6.2 Rapid development in Cambodia 

The representative from Civil Society Organization admits to feel ashamed because companies 

coming to Cambodia looking to establish their business, in reality they come here with some 

million dollars to get a profit and they ask the government for a place to run their business 
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according to the law. The Cambodian government has provided them with lands according to the 

ELC’s and it should be the governments job to create the law partly in order for the companies to do 

their job properly. The foreign investors and companies don’ bring the illegality to Cambodia, the 

government bring the lands to the companies but they don’t take in charge the legal development 

they leave this to the companies. This includes the local villagers that doesn’t want to be relocated 

and in case of relocation in need of compensation. The government needs to solve the land issues 

first, in the North East many companies declares bankruptcy after big areas of wood is cut since 

they already made money out of the woods they give the lands back to the government who give it 

back to the people- with the forrest all chopped down. Who is bankrupt now? This goes also with 

companies coming for the mines. Rapid development is a fast erupted problem in Cambodia, we did 

not prepare ourselves for development and the people did not get rich from it. Equitable 

development is important in order for the people to benefit. When the Koh Kong Province in 

Cambodia where partly sold of to Chinese companies to develop vast areas how can development 

happen? Development for who? Who will buy your product? If you build a mall, who will buy the 

products sold there? Most of the Khmer population is poor and are not in position to have 

enjoyments of the lands. For some corrupt Cambodian people this might work. All the rich natural 

resources that are exploited to the already wealthy in the modern world is a serious crime. The 

government doesn’t take care of the people when Vietnamese companies come here and they want 

capacity or educated people they don’t hire khmers. Where is the opportunity for the khmer people 

in employment? How does the khmer people benefit from ELC’s? When the Japanese comes here to 

build a bridge they bring ten or fifteen of their own engineers, why not use local peoples? The 

problem for the khmers in rapid development is, and he blames himself for this and all the khmer, is 

poor governance and poor education. There is no pressure on the authorities you can’t put pressure 

on the companies they just cut the trees down. There is no real punishment against them and 

sometimes a lack of social reaction or social conscience or respond. The Cambodian people don’t 

really care until their own house is bulldozed down then they cry, they don’t even care if their 

neighbors house has been destroyed.  

The representative from the NGO Forum Cambodia talks about it is so hard to find justice when 

there is no mechanism to solve the case, government create the conflict and the government have 
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the competence to solve the conflict. But there is no independent department who can solve the 

issues. As an example the world bank have resources, they have an appeal court, if villagers cannot 

get justice they can get complaint to head office to head office in world bank. They investigate and 

create a case study, we have certified to have mechanism. But Chinese investment have no appeal 

court there is only the government that makes the decisions. Chinese don't care about human rights 

and we have a lot of Chinese environmental conflicts there should be a policy or a law that can 

create punishments if the companies doesn't respect the khmer people. The key to sustainable 

development is to respect the environment both the natural and the social environment. If the 

government has good governance the companies will have to follow this. 

The representative from Civil Society Organization noted a lack of social conscience, of community. 

Social empowerment is very important, without this kind of work you cannot change the khmer 

society for the better. Cambodia is good at creating mechanisms and commissions but they are not 

good at working with what they have created. Sometimes the government create a separate budget 

to investigate but the results always ends up in no findings and the official makes the last statement 

that nothing is a problem. Although the government, national assembly and senate are working 

towards a Human Rights commission they are striving forwards. They might be ready in two years 

or so.  

6.3 Towards an ASEAN Human Rights mechanism  

The representative from Civil Society Organization expresses gratitude toward the ASEAN nations 

since they are brave enough to create a legal standard and a legal protection mechanism. Although it 

is not yet a Human Rights protection mechanism. In the 2012 ASEAN Declaration the Human 

Rights aim is mentioned, but its success lies in their willingness to create Human Rights committees 

and from there create a Human Rights mechanism. So far there is a Human Rights promotion but 

not yet a Human Right protection. If they aim at protecting the rights they must investigate and 

collect complaints today ASEAN functions mainly as a forum to share the nations information what 

has recently been accomplished. There is not yet an effective mechanism, it could be there 

tomorrow if the Thai Junta left or other cases that holds ASEAN back such as the glorified 
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dictatorship seen in Singapore where people are happy because they are rich. The representative 

expressed his appreciation for ASEAN for their bravery in creating a Human Rights mechanism and 

a unified standard for the region. But they are too weak where the right to assembly or association is 

not mentioned which is a very bad sign although all the countries have subscribed to the Universal 

Declaration. ASEAN really should make the Universal standard into law, why do they create a 

separate new law system that is worse than the one already existing. If they are going to make a 

new one, make it better like the European Union that creates a system that benefits the region better. 

It will serve many people in a bad way, based on today the representative don’t find much hope for 

the Human Rights standard in ASEAN, how will it be reformed?  We have a strong Civil Society 

from Cambodia, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia etc where Laos and Maynamar mainly sends state 

people to ASEAN forums to defend their state authority. The strength of civil society have so much 

more potential since they are from the people. Maynamar is getting better though. AICHR are 

overarching as a Human Rights institution but officially speaking they don’t really do substantial 

work and protection since there are no procedures, no complaints procedure that is. Representatives 

from some countries don’t do the jobs to protect the people although they have the capacity to do 

this, equipped with the position but they don't do their jobs. You can invite Cambodian officials 

can’t come as ambassadors for the people. The representative noted that national representatives 

from Indonesia and Thailand are more reactive and talkative and they speak for the people, 

representatives from other countries are hard to find. He explained his role and what he wants to 

inspire in other Human Rights defenders and he always wants to be available to the public and 

vowed to himself to always join if it’s under his knowledge and capacity and if time is available.  

The representative from ADHOC Cambodia's’ knowledge of the ASEAN framework is that is is a 

great opportunity to raise a similar focus on Human Rights. The civil society in ASEAN should 

meet every year talk, share and create and understanding in order to do something about their 

situation. After workshops the representatives brings back information to their nations and shares 

them with effected parties to implement the new idea. The Chinese also ratified to implement 

Human Rights and guidelines to do business. The reality in Cambodia is that Human Rights is not 

being implemented into policies such as how to avoid conflict with local people. There is a need to 

solve the issues together. ASEAN need an opportunity to change for more integration, there is a 
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problem though within the ASEAN system and that is who is talking to the leader, who raises the 

concern, who should contribute and develop to the progress. The representative noted a strong 

solidarity and the indigenous people in Malaysia  got a strong welcome where many in the ASEAN 

forum joined in discussions on how to get involved in protecting indigenous peoples rights and 

development of customary law. The Human Rights in Cambodia is a long process and takes a long 

time particularly concerning the single party trend. The Cambodian people doesn’t need a single 

party and must advocate against this open democracy is better and creates good morality for the 

communities and the young generation. The eyes are opening for political movement and you must 

consider the now that we are political now in this political time. We should fight against 

militarization, the court must be independent, 30 years since the khmer rouge we should have basic 

Human Rights. But we need more time maybe in the coming ten years. For the ASEAN way the no- 

interference, no involvement and respecting the territories means that they don’t yet care about 

Human Rights problems or peoples problems. Cambodia still have limited capacity to speak at 

ASEAN since the representatives sent from the people feels insecure to raise their voices about 

Human Rights complaints, economic growth with Human Rights issues tied to them. People are 

being teared down everyday it’s no meaning to just develop, if they don't respect the people they 

don’t develop for the people. 
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8. Rapid Development and Human Rights challenges 

The Human Rights situation in Cambodia is partly due to the country’s historical background with 

the khmer rouge killing millions of the country’s intellectuals and scholars. Many institutions were 

destroyed in order to return to Pol Pots utopia of farmers and farmlands. Since the khmer rouge era 

ended some forty years has passed and the country is still displaying the wounds from the civil war 

and poverty is a vast issue. The Government has attracted enormous amounts of investment from 

foreign actors where about 60 procent of the arable land in Cambodia are owned by private 

companies. But with the lack of proper law enforcement, transparency and accountability in these 

affairs the people have suffered greatly and Human Rights abuses are sadly common. Whereas 

Cambodia is officially a liberal democracy it is governed by a soft authoritarian style, in the United 

Nations Periodic Review the state refrains from keeping the legislative process transparent and draft 

laws are being passed without public consultation.  

Land issues are a recurring theme in this thesis and although there is a land law and the Sub decree 

No 146 about Economic Land Concessions there are little follow up on land affairs and the 

companies are left to deal with habitants on their purchased lands as best they can. The people 

already living on these lands are faced with life changing difficulties, they might have lived in the 

area for generations farming the lands but when the companies arrive they are evicted. The State 

party have tried to achieve a change in this promising the people new mechanism for justice one 

attempt was the land titling project where villagers got papers from the state that they have a right 

to live on their properties. Reports from NGO’s, UN, international organizations and the media 

there is a frequent stream of reports raising concerns about ELCs and their impact on the local 

people. The reports holds information about the people and their communities loosing the lands to 

concession holders through forced evictions, involuntarily resettlement or badly designed 

relocation. The results of this administration is the loss of income or increased poverty through 

limited access to income, water and sanitation, electricity, health services for the people in 

Cambodia. Part of the Governments vision was to push the nation into being a upper-middle income 

country by the year 2030 in order to become a self-sustained economy and Cambodia has made 

significant improvement. But the development is not properly cared for and most issues regarding 

the people are being dealt with at a local level mainly through the very active NGOs who are many 
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in numbers. It was told to me by NGO staff that Cambodia has one of the highest number of NGOs 

per capita in the world which might be a sign of imbalance in the society. Conducting field trips 

with a few of the local NGOs they sometimes talked about the problems about the wide variety of 

active and engaging organizations, in one way they make positive contributions in making 

information accessible to villages but it also minimizes the participatory demands of the people to 

on their own accord have the confidence to make a change. Local villagers rely too much on the 

NGO’s for their direction and advice which in many cases are very valuable but when it comes to 

the growth of the ASEAN cooperation civilians must gain the confidence to speak about their 

concerns, experiences and hopes for the future. But most of the NGOs I encountered the majority of 

board members and employees were khmer themselves often coming from poor areas but managed 

to get themselves through university and out into the workforce. As for the people being affected by 

land grabbing their faith is in the NGOs even though they cant do much more than listen and 

provide legal advise they still usually experience relocation after many months of trying to get their 

voices heard. But when the many layers of society are being so affected by corruption placing their 

case in the courts usually don’t do much to aid their circumstances.  

Many international treaties have been signed and ratified many of the international treaties and 

documents, such as the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, but with poorly functioning 

institutions the implementations processes are very slow. Due to low educational levels only a few 

have the capacity to access information regarding rights and societal change. The rights 

interpretation and discussions about everyday life issues are usually being held through NGOs or as 

in the case study with the help of Community representatives but they are also being educated and 

supported by the local NGOs in order to gain more confidence and tear down traditional 

hierarchical boundaries. Besides the NGOs and sometimes by the government there are little 

support for the villagers as to how to adapt to rapid development affecting their communities. 

Cambodia joined the fast evolving trade union ASEAN in 1999 despite being one of the poorest 

members and not strong enough institutions that can implement new processes and information in 

an effective way. This changed the speed of development in Cambodia and since then has attracted 

more and more foreign investors to establish their businesses hoping to make profit mainly from the 

low cost of local workers, low price on lands and the rich natural resources. Without the access to 

any clear public consultation and information the local khmer people lack behind in benefiting the 
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profits of development. Which raises the question development for who? Through the ASEAN unity 

the Cambodia people have a chance to connect globally and regionally. Although ASEAN in many 

ways still functions as a forum there is much growth potential, particularly if the local communities 

gain more capacity and a little courage to share their issues in depth at these forums as understood 

from the case study.  

The leaders of ASEAN strive for a stronger economic unity, social progress and a freer trade area 

between its members, there are also signs of the unity becoming more interested in Human Rights 

both in protecting and promoting them. In the region such an interest is rather new and a very bold  

one with the attempt to address the many issues with maldevelopment in the region. The Human 

Rights charter has been developed with the Universal charter in mind but with certain regional 

adjustments which has caused a lot of criticism since its being regarded to be too incomplete and 

without an effective complaint procedure. The Human rights charter was adopted in 2012 and the 

political leaders asked the international community for patience and for critical eyes to view the 

whole picture since ASEAN is not a single entity nor a supra- regional government but an inclusive 

community for all its member states. Despite the critical reviews the ASEAN community is a 

growing one an as for countries like Cambodia it is a positive sign that there’s a beginning of a 

viable justice mechanism. The ASEAN unity has long been refraining from treaties that are binding 

in character due to the turbulent years and conflict between the majority of the member states. In 

order to keep the peace between the nations the ASEAN leaders decided to maintain a relationship 

based on consensus, non- interference and consultation. The ASEAN way is maintained by friendly 

cooperation and by aiming at peaceful community building whilst boosting economic development. 

In the early years of cooperation and the Bangkok Declaration from 1993 there were many 

arguments about the regions fixation with economic, cultural and social rights in order to aid rapid 

development. The region still today has as one of the main goals to aid development and economic 

growth to all member states, but after the heated Asian Values debate a more holistic view on 

Human Rights developed. The Asian Values debate contributed to the international community and 

the need for a balanced practice of all Human Right since the South East Asian leaders criticized the 

over emphasis on democracy, civil and political rights as being the most fundamental. Each culture 

does interpret the rights according to their own language and tradition which is beneficial for the 

long term use of the rights. But as later developed within the ASEAN unity they expressed the 
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importance of Human Rights to be indivisible and one set of rights cannot be used to bargain for 

another. Much like the Bangkok NGO declaration from 1993 where economic development 

involves fair distribution of resources and income, the right to freedom from hunger and poverty. 

These rights can only be practiced if the people are able to exercise their civil and political right 

such as workers rights to form unions and protect their economic rights. Maldevelopment is an 

issue that rises from the systematic denial of basic human rights. Although during the 1990’s the 

denial of fundamental freedoms was argued by Southeast Asian leaders to be beneficial to a 

developing society aiming to elevate the vast issues with poverty and starvation. Amartya Sen on 

the other hand found very few empirical evidence of the usage of any rights more than the other to 

be more beneficial to the society. Human Rights are indivisible and economic wealth is only useful 

in consideration as to its capacity to determine the living conditions and quality of life, the formula 

for economic development has to reach beyond the accumulation of wealth. In order to enhance the 

freedoms of people it is important to participate in social activity and to interact with the world we 

live in. As seen in the case study the community representatives had noticed a considerable societal 

change and attitude towards the demand of knowledge and information where people were more 

actively seeking out news about decisions regarding the villages. Although the representatives also 

found it difficult to engage the majority of people in community activities since the travel costs to 

the meetings were to expensive. To raise the capacity amongst the people will affect the national 

level and force the weak democracy to change into a more stable one likewise it will effect the 

evolution of ASEAN. The local people can give voice to the issues that needs to be addresses but 

also within the ASEAN forums peoples and minorities can connect with each other reaching a more 

sustainable development in solidarity with each others causes.  Good communication skills are very 

valuable, if the villagers are more frequent in contact with the outside world chances for a quick 

response are much higher and they might get assistance sooner.  

In conclusions the ASEAN cooperation is well on its way to become a more integrated economic 

trade union, but with its mechanism such as non- interference in state affairs and consultation in its 

decision making process the frameworks are yet to develop more binding agreements. The need of 

more institutional tools for implementation is very important. If the member stater are to continue to 

evoke the right to development they must also understand its implications, that the right bearers 

have a relationship to the duty bearers they cannot get away with relying on non binding 
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agreements. But as sen previously small steps are leading the way towards progress on human 

rights protection. The ASEAN forums have the capacity to gather the civil societies to discuss and 

better understand their living conditions but they need to raise their capacity. Although the state in 

Cambodia has yet to establish a functioning human rights framework in Cambodia leading progress 

on the global level proves much progress within the region and also for the people in Cambodia to 

in the near future join in on developing the Human Rights framework suited for their needs.  

!79



Master’s thesis in Human Rights 
Department of Theology 
Uppsala University 

Camilla Mårtensson 
2016-05-30

Bibliography and sources 

Books  

Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. The east asian challenge for human rights. Cambridge University Press. 
1999. 

Esaiasson, Peter. Metodpraktikan: Konsten att studera samhälle, individ och marknad. Norstedts Juridik AB 
2012. 

Hao Duy, Phan. Procedural Aspects of International Law, Volume 29 : Selective Approach to Establishing a 
Human Rights Mechanism in Southeast Asia : The Case for a Southeast Asian Court of Human Rights. Brill 
2012. 

Hsien- Li, Tan. The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights. Cambridge University Press 
2011 

Langlois, Anthony J. The politics of justice and human rights. Cambridge University Press 2001. 

Sen, Amartya. Development as freedom. Oxford University Press. 2001. 

Tatsuo, Inoue In Bauer, Joanne R and Bell, Daniel A. The east asian challenge for human rights. Cambridge 
university press. 1999. 

Articles and reports 

Hoang, Nghia, The 'Asian Values' Perspective of Human Rights: A Challenge to Universal Human Rights. 
Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1405436 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1405436. 

Pheakdey, Heng. Chinese investment and aid in Cambodia a controversial affair. East Asia Forum. 2013 
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2013/07/16/chinese-investment-and-aid-in-cambodia-a-controversial-affair/. 

Reuters. Chinese companies invest billions on Cambodia projects. New York Times. 2013.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/04/business/global/chinese-companies-to-invest-billions-on-cambodia-
projects.html?_r=0. 

!80

http://ssrn.com/abstract=1405436
http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1405436
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2013/07/16/chinese-investment-and-aid-in-cambodia-a-controversial-affair/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/04/business/global/chinese-companies-to-invest-billions-on-cambodia-projects.html?_r=0


Master’s thesis in Human Rights 
Department of Theology 
Uppsala University 

Camilla Mårtensson 
2016-05-30

Tan, Charlene and Vicente Reyes. Political Values in Asia, the ASEAN Political Security Community, and 
Confucius’ Philosophy. PLS Working Papers Series. No. 10 (2014): 1-16.  
https://plsworkingpapers.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/pls-working-paper-series-no-111.pdf 

Xinhua. Chinese investment in Cambodia 2013. Global Times. 2014. 
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/838148.shtml 

Treaties and international agreements 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 
www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx. 

ICCPR Concluding observations on the second periodic review of Cambodia(CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2) 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2. 

Internet resources 

Cambodia Investment  
www.cambodiainvestment.gov.kh 

Cambodia land law. (NS/RKM/0801/14)  
http://www.cambodiainvestment.gov.kh/land-law_010430.html. 

Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association (ADHOC)  
www.adhoc-cambodia.org 

ADHOC Report about land situation in Cambodia. 
http://www.adhoc-cambodia.org/?p=4580 

The Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN).  
www.asean.org  

ASEAN 2008 Charter.   
http://www.asean.org/storage/images/archive/publications/ASEAN-Charter.pdf. 

!81

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/838148.shtml
http://www.un.org/ga/search/viewm_doc.asp?symbol=CCPR/C/KHM/CO/2
http://www.cambodiainvestment.gov.kh/land-law_010430.html
http://www.adhoc-cambodia.org/?p=4580
http://www.asean.org
http://www.asean.org/storage/images/archive/publications/ASEAN-Charter.pdf


Master’s thesis in Human Rights 
Department of Theology 
Uppsala University 

Camilla Mårtensson 
2016-05-30

ASEAN Human rights declaration statement 
http://www.asean.org/news/asean-statement-communiques/item/asean-human-rights-declaration. 

ASEAN Member states.  
http://www.asean.org/asean/asean-member-states. 

ASEAN Overview. 
http://www.asean.org/asean/about-asean/overview. 

ASEAN vision 2020.  
http://www.asean.org/news/item/asean-vision-2020. 

The ASEAN way and the rule of law: the first treaties.  
www.asean.org/...02.../the-asean-way-and-the-rule-of-law. 

Open development Cambodia (ODC).  
www.opendevelopmentcambodia.net 

ODC about economic land concessions 
http://www.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/briefing/economic-land-concessions-elcs/. 

The World Bank (IBRD) 
www.worldbank.org  

IBRD Cambodia country information 
http://data.worldbank.org/country/cambodia 

IBRD Cambodia overview 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/cambodia/overview. 

United Nations 
www.un.org  

UN Charter: Introductory Note 
 http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/intro.shtml. 

United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
www.undp.org 

!82

http://www.asean.org/news/asean-statement-communiques/item/asean-human-rights-declaration
http://www.asean.org/asean/asean-member-states
http://www.asean.org/asean/about-asean/overview
http://www.asean.org/news/item/asean-vision-2020
http://www.asean.org/...02.../the-asean-way-and-the-rule-of-law
http://www.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/briefing/economic-land-concessions-elcs/
http://www.worldbank.org
http://data.worldbank.org/country/cambodia
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/cambodia/overview
http://www.un.org
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/intro.shtml


Master’s thesis in Human Rights 
Department of Theology 
Uppsala University 

Camilla Mårtensson 
2016-05-30

UNDP About Cambodia 
http://www.kh.undp.org/content/cambodia/en/home/countryinfo/ 

!83

http://www.kh.undp.org/content/cambodia/en/home/countryinfo/

