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Fig. 5. DR 40 Randbgl. Foto: Erik Moltke (1930-1939), Nationalmuseet, Danmark (CC BY-
SA).

Fig. 6. DR 250 Hoje Tastrup. Foto: Erik Moltke (1930-1939), Nationalmuseet, Danmark (CC
BY-SA).
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Fig. 9. DR 41 Jelling 1. vanster) parti A. hoger) parti B. Foton: Erik Moltke (1929 respektive
1930-1939), Nationalmuseet, Danmark (CC BY-SA).

Fig. 10. Bo Boije4 Skee. Partierna visas fran vanster mot héger i ordningen A, B, C och
D, presenterade enligt principen sida for sida mot hoger. Bilderna &r riktade med Boijes
(1884-1886, 274) antagna topp uppat. Teckning hamtad fran Boije (1884-1886); bearbetad
av forfattaren.
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Fig. 11. ANF1937;163 Bjorko. Raderna visas fran vanster mot hoger i ordningen 1-2-3-4.
Foto: Gabriel Hildebrand (2013), Statens historiska museum, Stockholm (CC BY).
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Fig. 12. DR NOR1988;5 Malt. Foto: Roberto Fortuna (2014), Nationalmuseet, Danmark (CC
BY-SA).
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mon. Resources have similarly been established which describe the start of reading
and the reading pathway for sections in multisectional compositions: placement of
section means that the start of reading either occurs in the section to the right or
to the left, and section order entails the reading pathway thereafter running to the
right or left respectively. Here also, the variant where the order of reading pro-
ceeds from the section to the left towards that on the right is the most common.

Three inscriptions from Group 2 have been analysed in the light of the
resources which have been established. These are Bo Boije4 Skee, U ANF1937;163
Bjorkdé and DR NOR1988;5 Malt. The text on the Skee stone allows several
different reading orders. The composition comprises four sections, A, B, C and
D, and section B consists of three lines, the i, f and t-lines (see fig. 10). The start
of reading in section B probably occurs in the f-line, which provides the most
frequent variants of rune size and placement of line, as well as reading direction
within line. The most strongly marked offer of reading pathway in section B is
f-i-t (via adjacent starting point of line as well as the most frequent variant of
line order). There is a strongly marked offer for the start of reading of the whole
composition in the f-line in section B (through larger section and reading direction
within line) and in section D, primarily through rune size and reading direction
within line. Alternative reading pathways with the start of reading in sections
B or D, however, include the alternative D-A-B(f-i-t)-C as the most strongly
marked, but if the start of reading is considered to be in section B, then B(f-i-t)-
C-D-A is a possible alternative (via the most frequent variant of section order).

The inscription U ANF1937;163 occurs on a silver pendant from Bjérko. This
comprises four lines of carving (A, B, C and D, see fig. 11), offering two alternative
reading orders. The first A-B-C-D is marked a little more strongly (principally
via length of line and adjacent starting point of line) than the second B-A-C-D
(primarily via rune size).

On DR NOR1988;5 Malt there are six horizontal lines, H1-6, and two vertical
ones, V1 and V2 (see fig. 12). There is an offer of reading these groups of lines
individually (different direction of lines); the horizontal lines cover a much larger
area than the vertical (larger grouping of lines). In the two vertical lines there is
a slightly more strongly marked offer of start of reading in the line furthest to
the right, V2, primarily via length of line. This does however entail that the less
frequent variants of placement of line as well as line order are employed, i.e. from
the line to the right and towards the left. In the horizontal lines there is an offer of
reading order from top to bottom (H1-6), principally via the most frequent variant
of placement of line and line order, but the start of reading in the uppermost line,
H1, is also offered via length of line and possibly via height of line. An alternative
but somewhat less strongly marked offer of reading order is H2-H1-H3-H4-H5-Heé.
A start of reading in H2 is offered by rune size and possibly through length of line.
If the start of reading is to be found in H2, this evidences an infrequent variant of
line order where the order in which the lines are read changes direction.

An analysis of the visual offers is only one step in the process of establishing
the reading order of an inscription. Consideration must also be given to orders
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