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Figure 12. Livelihood classification scheme 

 
According to this classification, Naomi has six livelihood activities. However, 
her Kamwala trips were often coordinated to so that she could combine the 
acquisition of inputs for both her clothes trade and hairdressing livelihoods. 
She consequently did not undertake any individual trips for her hairdressing 
business, which means that the supply aspect of both livelihoods were bundled 
together and regarded as one activity.  

 

Figure 13. Naomi’s livelihood and livelihood activities 
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Activities then needed to be classified according to the ISIC typology. The 
ISIC typology is not typically applied to classify individual activities, but most 
of the time, this was fairly straightforward. As described above, in cases where 
multiple activities belonging to the same livelihood were carried out in the 
same spot, the value-generating aspect determined its overall classification. 
However, the crucial supply component of businesses and farming livelihoods 
also needed to be classified. The acquisition of inputs, regardless of business 
purpose, was individually coded as “Wholesale and Retail Trade”.  Strict en-
forcement of the ISIC typology would probably preclude the labelling of sup-
ply procurement as “Wholesale and Retail Trade”, although essentially, this 
is exactly what was being exercised, albeit as a reverse transaction flow.  

Mapping livelihoods 
Once classified, individual livelihood activities were plotted in ArcGIS. The 
preparation and processing of data for GIS analysis and visualisation was done 
reflexively, keeping in mind that spatial classification constitutes an act of 
power (Schuurman, 2003), and trying to be conscious of the pitfalls associated 
with the Modifiable Area Unit Problem (MAUP) (Kakembo & van Niekerk, 
2014). According to Schuurman (2003), every stage of applying GIS, includ-
ing the collection of data, storage, analysis and map creation, requires constant 
manipulation of data for digital use. Transforming spatial data into digital in-
formation that can be accommodated by the software is an absolute prerequi-
site for the systems’ operability. Hence, most aspects of GIS use are subjected 
to the researcher’s interpretations and bias (Bosak & Schroeder, 2005). This 
extends into the construction of categories, which is a standard procedure for 
most GIS applications (Pavlovskaya, 2002). 
     The livelihood locations of the research participants were mapped on the 
basis on the information submitted in the questionnaire. Commonly, and es-
pecially when accounting for activities of other family members, the infor-
mation supplied did not correspond to an exact address. The research partici-
pants typically referred to a specific neighbourhood, such as Rhodes Park or 
Makeni. The geographical data are therefore not always a reflection of an au-
thentic location but should be seen as an estimate. Points were placed in the 
centre of the neighbourhood in question in cases where an exact address could 
not be obtained. In cases where the location was unfamiliar to myself and the 
research assistants, the location could commonly be specified with the help of 
google maps on my phone. The research participants were not always map 
literate, but through discussion, the location could often be identified. 

Mapping and visualising livelihood locations 
Two methods of mapping livelihoods were deployed, depending on analysis. 
The first method consisted of only mapping livelihood locations, i.e., creating 
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a point layer on the map displaying all identified livelihood locations per eco-
nomically active individual, regardless of the amount and type of activities 
that they represented. In Naomi’s case, four livelihood locations were incor-
porated: her home in Garden, her restaurant in Garden, Kaneli market, and 
Kamwala.  
 

Figure 14. Naomi’s livelihoods, livelihood activities and livelihood locations 

This data were used in two types of visualisations: spider diagram and kernel 
density, applied in chapter eight. The spider diagram was generated to illus-
trate the spatial connection between residential locations and livelihood loca-
tions. This was executed through an operation using the XY to line tool, cre-
ating line connections between the residential settlement point and the liveli-
hood location point  
     The Kernel density function was used to identify livelihood hotspots in ur-
ban and peri-urban Lusaka, and also built on individual livelihood locations. 
The Kernel density calculates the point features around each output raster cell. 
A smoothly curved surface is fitted over each point, with the highest surface 
value at the location of the point and diminishing with increasing distance 
from the point. The density at each output raster cell is calculated by adding 
the values of all the kernel surfaces where they overlay the raster cell (Kernel 
Density, n.d.). While not strictly a cluster analysis tool, it nevertheless pro-
vides a descriptive account of livelihood activity hotspots 

Mapping and analysing livelihood activities 
For analyses aimed at revealing the association between livelihood activity 
type (i.e.; activities classified according to ISIC) and spatial location, mapping 
presented a greater challenge. Separate activities (pertaining to different sec-
tors) encountered in the same location (such as Naomi’s restaurant business –
AFS – and hairdressing enterprise – OS -) were mapped corresponding to their 
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number (e.g.; two activities equalled two points with identical coordinates). 
However, a single activity associated with multiple locations presented a chal-
lenge. Simply plotting all locations and coding them according to their activ-
ity, would result in an inflation of activities once the statistics were compiled. 
In short, an activity corresponding to four locations (which sometimes oc-
curred with trade-based livelihoods) would be counted four times. These lo-
cations were still mapped and coded according to ISIC, but once the data had 
been exported to Excel for further processing, measures were taken to mitigate 
the problem of skewed representation (see next section). 
     Livelihood activities and associated locations were entered in ArcGIS by 
placing points in a digital map corresponding to the locations indicated by the 
research participants. Each point was given an ID corresponding to the person 
to which the activity was connected, i.e; an economically active individual in 
the sample, and furnished with data in the form of gender, livelihood activity, 
ISIC code, residential settlement, and name of location (such as Makeni, Ku-
lima Tower, etc). This was carried out by merging the existing Excel databases 
with the point layer through the “join” command. These dots formed the basis 
of all spatial analyses and visualisations presented in the thesis. 

 

Figure 15. An excerpt from the attribute table after the point layer had been merged 
with a livelihood database 

Analysing livelihood activities in GIS 
To reiterate, the connection between livelihood activities and particular loca-
tions comprised the main focus of chapter eight and nine. Once livelihood 
activities had been classified, furnished with geographical coordinates and vis-
ualised on a map, the task remained to explain their association with these 
locations. In other words, explaining the where of livelihoods activities. 
     In order to achieve this, space needed to be categorised in manner corre-
sponding to the research aims. In chapter nine, this entailed drawing a line 
between local and translocal livelihood activities. The geographical scope of 
the local was decided upon on the basis of commuting patterns, where a 
boundary was drawn between locations reached through daily commutes (the 
local domain), and those requiring overnight stays (the translocal domain). In 
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chapter eight, hotspot concentrations determined land categorisations. Just by 
looking at the data, it was possible to discern certain patterns, where particular 
activities associated with various types of residential and commercial land 
uses. Categories delineating own residential, high-and middle-income resi-
dential, city centre, rural, and low-income residential land uses were therefore 
created and mapped in GIS.  
     The drawing of the boundaries was carried out through the Editor function 
in ArcMap. The land use categories were delineated through visual analysis 
of satellite imagery provided as basemaps by ArcGIS (CNES/Airbus) cross-
checked with land use maps (see Simawanda & Murayama, 2018; Simawanda, 
Murayama & Rangalage, 2020), as well as on the ground mapping exercises 
with the help of GPS during fieldwork. The local/translocal boundary was 
simply sketched by connecting the endpoints of daily commute patterns into 
a pattern around Lusaka. 
     For analyses of how the point data corresponded to the spatial categories 
created, the select by location tool was used. This tool selects features based 
on their location relative to other features (Select by Location, n.d.). It is in 
this context that the problem with activity representation emerged. Making 
sectoral profiles of the different spatial categories – local/translocal; middle- 
and high-income residential/city centre/etc – required distributions of ISIC-
coded activities to be adequately represented. An ambulant vendor trading 
peanuts in the middle- and high-income settlements of Kabulonga, Ibex, 
Woodlands and Sunningdale would have her activity represented four times 
in the middle- and high-income settlement category, thus inflating the score. 
As a pragmatic solution to the problem, it was decided that a single activity 
corresponding to multiple locations within the spatial category should be 
counted only as one location (and activity). In case of an activity being repre-
sented spatially in different categories, it was decided that these be split and 
counted as one activity in each category. 

Analysing livelihood activities in Excel 
After the selections had been made, the attribute tables from the different spa-
tial categories layers were exported to Excel, where the data were converted 
into specialised databases and used to create descriptive statistics and tables. 
The data were explored with the help of the sorting function, which enabled 
compilation of information that could then be used to prepare statistics. 
     An example of this processing is constituted by the processing of data for 
chapter eight, including the identification of ISIC-coded livelihood activity 
distribution within the different spatial categories. The categories were broad 
and masked important locational patterns, such as concentrations of construc-
tion activities on the city’s fringe. As will be demonstrated, construction ac-
tivities were to a considerable degree a high- and middle-income settlement 
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phenomenon, but spatial patterns within this category were not readily appar-
ent through the table on distributions. Patterns could have been identified with 
the help of GIS, but I chose to compile all the construction activities (as with 
all other ISIC sectors), look at the place names they associated with (for ex-
ample Lilayi or Mimosa); all which had become familiar to me through the 
various data processing steps, to determine the existence of particular patterns. 

Processing narratives and observations 
Chapter eight is based almost entirely on questionnaire data, but chapter 
seven, nine and ten also incorporate significant strands of the qualitative ma-
terial. After the observations, notes and interviews had been converted to 
chunks of text carefully associated with each research participant, these texts 
were scrutinised systematically and arranged according to specific themes, 
such as locational decision-making, meaning making, translocal livelihood 
narratives, etc. For chapter ten, for example, different motives for locational 
decision-making were discerned. All narratives pertaining to locational deci-
sion-making were moved to a separate document and sorted under different 
spatial categories, such as the home, intra-settlement, extra-settlement, etc, 
(see figure 16 below). 
 

Figure 16. An excerpt from the text containing narratives relating to home-based 
livelihood activities 

Analysis was also decidedly messy, albeit in a structured way, with hand 
notes, scribbling and arrows physically connecting the various themes of the 
data excerpts. The text database was continuously recategorised and rear-
ranged until the patterns and topics had crystallised clearly. 
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7.  Life and livelihood in the slum 

This chapter provides a glance into the research areas and the existence of it 
residents. It serves the purpose of creating a basic understanding about what 
life in the settlements entails; an image I want the reader to carry with her/him 
as I delve into different aspects of slum dwellers’ livelihood spatialities in the 
forthcoming chapters. Given this thesis’ orientation, it grants specific attention 
to livelihoods, but the aim is also to capture other dimensions of slum dwell-
ers’ lives. 
     The chapter predominantly builds on my own material, quantitative as well 
as qualitative; supplemented by the few reliable secondary information 
sources available. It moves between descriptive statistics and narratives 
around phenomena such as motives and meaning making. The statistics are 
based on different units of analysis: participant households, individual re-
search participants, or all economically active household members among par-
ticipant households. In order to avoid confusion with regards to representation, 
the data source is specified continually in the text. 
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The research areas: Garden, Bauleni and Linda 

 
Figure 17. Lusaka and the research areas (Source: OpenStreetMap, CC-BY-SA) 

The three slum settlements around which this thesis revolves – Garden, Bau-
leni, Linda - are all characterised by a high degree of informality in terms of 
tenure arrangements and service delivery, high building densities, sub-stand-
ard housing conditions, as well as a predominantly poor population (Chipungu 
et al, 2019; Banda, 2013; Simatele & Binns, 2008).  
     Garden is the most centrally located settlement, positioned three kilometres 
from the city centre. It is one of Lusaka’s oldest low-income areas and has 
gradually formalised parts of its housing stock over the decades (Chitonge & 
Mfune, 2015; Simatele & Binns, 2008). It was founded in the 1920s by British 
colonialists as a farming site for vegetables and farms, housing workers in 
dwellings that grew consistently. In the early 2000s, it was estimated to ac-
commodate 60 000 residents (Simatele & Binns, 2008). Current population 
figures are unknown.    
     Bauleni sits on the eastern fringe of the metropolitan area, approximately 
ten kilometres from the city centre and was in the census preceding fieldwork 
estimated to contain 64 000 dwellers (Tidvell et al, 2019), but figures vary 
(see for example AfDB, 2015). As a result of its peripheral location, it did not 
grow into a high-density settlement until the 1970s, following the accelerated 
influx of rural residents. It was selected as an improvement area in the 1990s, 
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prompting regulation and some provision of infrastructure. It has since then 
seen continuous population growth (Cheyeka, Hinfelaar & Udelhoven, 2014).  
     Linda is located on Lusaka’s hinterland about 13 kilometres from the CBD. 
In the early colonial days, the land it currently occupies belonged to European 
and Asian owned farms. The landowners early realised the potential profits 
associated with renting out land to workers and Linda settlement was formed. 
Linda grew steadily, particularly post-independence when migrant workers in 
Lusaka found it increasingly difficult to access housing in the urban core. 
Linda was generally overlooked by the authorities, especially because its ge-
ographic location on the border of two administrative districts, Lusaka district 
and Kafue district, made the distribution of responsibility unclear (Simatele & 
Simatele, 2014). This situation was maintained until Linda was incorporated 
into Chilanga district in 2012 (GRZ, 2019). In a study from 2010, Simatele 
estimated the population in Linda to around 25 000.  
     The research areas displayed many similarities in terms of layout and phys-
ical composition. A majority of the land area was devoted to residential use, 
whose character and quality displayed considerable internal variation. As de-
scribed in the methods chapter, this variation constituted a spatial and material 
reflection of socioeconomic status, with better off residents living in sectors 
composed by concrete houses with fenced gardens laid out according to a grid 
like pattern. These dwellings often contained large, multigenerational house-
holds. Quite frequently, a part of the house was sublet to tenants. These areas 
were, relatively speaking, less crowded than other parts of the settlement. 
They often had fruit trees such as mango and avocado, and low shrubberies. 
     The majority of residents, in contrast, resided in the most densely populated 
sectors of the settlements. In Garden and Bauleni, the houses in these areas 
were typically made of concrete, while in Linda, mud bricks were more com-
mon as building material. Individual houses were often subdivided, with one 
or several households renting one room. Although boundaries could be 
marked with plants, often maize or sugarcane that was harvested between in-
tervals, there was usually open, semi-public spaces between the houses. These 
spaces ranged from narrow passageways to wider spaces characterised either 
by bare soil, or pockets of low-creeping vegetable cultivations. Animals such 
as ducks and chickens roamed freely. Houses located near main pedestrian 
thoroughfares, where crowds were considerable, were frequently organised 
into compounds with a wall facing the road.  
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Figure 18. Settlement layout. Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Ge-
ographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, 
IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community 

Figure 19. Intra-settlement sociospatial differentiation (Garden example). The low-
income areas are located left of the main road running through the centre, and the 
higher-income areas are to the right. Source: see figure 18. 

The main roads in the settlements were tarmacked, whereas the rest of the road 
and footpath network consisted of mud tracks. Drainage, where existing, was 
constituted by open ditches. Some houses had water taps in their yards, while 
others took their water from communal wells. Water could also be purchased 
from private taps. Sanitation was comprised by pit latrines. In the better off 
areas, a house normally had a private pit latrine in the garden whereas several 
houses shared one latrine in the poorer neighbourhoods. Garbage services 
were virtually non-existent. Waste was typically discarded in the ditches or 
left to pile up in informally designated spots. According to residents, there had 
been occasions when lorries had arrived and picked up the waste accumulating 
in these locations, but that appeared to be a highly irregular appearance. Most 
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of the time, the waste was simply buried on the spot when it became too much 
of a hindrance, such as clogging ditches or blocking people’s passage. 
     The busiest places in the settlements were the minibus station and taxi 
stands, and the markets. All settlements had a main, local government con-
trolled marketplace (Kaneli in Garden, Katambarara in Bauleni, and Linda 
Market in Linda), but traders also clustered together in informal marketplaces 
along major thoroughfares and footpaths. Formal enterprises such as bars, res-
taurants and grocery shops were typically concentrated near the main roads, 
in what can be described as the commercial quarters, although the commercial 
orientation only applied to the buildings’ fronts. These enterprises were inter-
foliated with workshops where carpenters and tailors worked and sold their 
goods. Further into the settlements, residential and entrepreneurial space over-
lapped. Enterprises here were run from people’s homes: a charcoal trader 
seated on the door step with striped plastic bags filled to the brim lined up on 
the ground. The pieces of a split trunk from a mukwa tree next to a rickety 
table in somebody’s garden, signalling the existence of a bar. A wooden stand 
dressed with neat pyramids of tomatoes outside somebody’s gate. 
     Garden had clusters of artisanal activities, such as metal work and car-
pentry, along the main roads. In these locations, predominantly male workers 
welded together pieces of metal to make gates, or sawed planks from large 
chunks of wood to be made into furniture. Garden also had a restaurant cluster 
near its Northern boundary where women set up food stalls serving the city’s 
taxi and bus drivers. 

The residents 
The households participating in the study ranged from just one up to 16 mem-
bers. Average household size amounted to 5,6 members in Garden, 5,3 in Bau-
leni, and 5,4 in Linda. On average, 2,7 household members were under the age 
of 18. Education levels varied greatly between participants. Ten percent of 
participants had not gone to school at all. Five percent had only attended up 
to the first three years in school; 21 percent had attended secondary school, 
and 47 percent upper level school. Fifteen percent had gone to high school 
(although not necessarily completed), and a mere two percent had attended 
some sort of higher education. 
     The settlements displayed diversity in terms of ethnic composition. Thirty-
two ethnic groups were represented, with Bemba, Nyanja and Nsenga among 
the most populous. There were no signs of ethnic enclaves in the settlements. 
Although it was common to hear Bemba spoken, Nyanja appeared to function 
as the lingua franca between different ethnic groups. 
     Slum settlements are commonly conceived as places of transition through 
their role of accommodating new arrivals in the city. (UN-Habitat, 2016). 
Around 30 percent of the research participants had spent a year or less in their 
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residential settlement, but an interesting finding is that long-term residency 
was fairly commonplace. The average/median number of years of residency 
among the research participants amounted to 18,5/16 for Garden, 14,5/10,5 
for Bauleni and 16/12 for Linda. This is a very high figure, underlining the 
alternative role of the slum as a site of permanence and stability. 
     Tenure arrangements varied, with tenancy being the most common form. 
A small proportion consisted of caretakers, alluding to the practice of living 
in the property for free in return for assuming responsibility for its upkeep. 
Thirty-five percent of research participants claimed to be owners of their prop-
erty, an arrangement which in most cases included the possession of an occu-
pancy license. There was considerable difference in ownership status between 
the settlements, with Garden at 28 percent, Bauleni at 36 percent, and Linda 
at 43 percent. This was most likely attributed to differential progress in regu-
larisation processes, but could not be verified. 

 
Figure 20. Ethnic composition of research participants 

 
Figure 21. Education levels among the research participants 
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Figure 22. Research participants’ tenure status and duration of residency 

Meaning making in the slum 
In the theory chapter, it was concluded that the concept of slum has historically 
been imbued with negative connotations such as being associated with expo-
sure to social disruption, environmental hazards and disease (see for example 
Lombard, 2013). While these factors were undeniably present and constituting 
elements to which slum dwellers needed to relate, there were relationships and 
qualities associated with slum life that residents drew on to create meaning in 
their everyday existence. Social bonds were the primary source of this sense 
of meaning. These were predominantly founded upon spatial proximity 
(neighbours), participation in association activities (savings groups, churches, 
self-help groups) and, more seldom, kinship.  
     Communal activities fostered a sense of purpose and created spaces for 
sharing as well as breaking up the everyday routine. The role of religious com-
munities needs particular emphasis, typically offering a wide array of avenues 
for involvement, such as Bible study groups, outreach activities and choirs. A 
critical feature was the opportunity to progress, where long and/or devoted 
service was rewarded with positions of influence. In contexts where opportu-
nities to climb the social ladder were scarce, being to a significant extent con-
tingent upon structural conditions beyond the slum dwellers’ influence, these 
pathways were important contributors to their feelings of worth and self-effi-
cacy.  
     Particularly for women in home-based enterprises or without employment, 
their relatively fixed position in the residential settlement proved a fertile 
ground for the cultivation of friendships with neighbours. Many research par-
ticipants carried out chores such as laundry together with their neighbours, or 
synchronised cooking routines so that these could be executed while spending 
time together in the yard. It was quite common for me to enter a yard to find 
women seated on every doorstep, doing the dishes or shelling pods while en-
gaging in animate conversation. 
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     Another way of pursuing quality of life in the slum consisted of cultivation. 
While intra-settlement agriculture was predominantly performed for subsist-
ence purposes, many research participants reported how the practice of plant-
ing and tending to crops, no matter how insignificant the extent, nurtured feel-
ings of satisfaction. For several participants, cultivation had an important aes-
thetic quality. Sugar cane and maize were used to mark invisible boundaries 
between plots and functioned as green screens to shut out the occasionally 
obtrusive outside world. The widespread use of ornamental plants like sanse-
vieria and aloe also indicated efforts to create spaces of beauty. One Garden 
resident remarked: 
 

I grow things to eat, sure, but most of all I grow to make this place beautiful. 
This is an ugly place. It is a place of poor people who cannot afford to build 
good houses and trash is everywhere. But my plants make me happy.  

 
Cultivation can thus be seen as a manner of place-making, not unlike Fried-
mann’s (2007) interpretation of the concept as turning a place into a reflection 
of one’s self. In this vein, intra-settlement farming was also seen by some as 
a testament to their entrepreneurial spirit, and as a way to signal that they 
strived towards providing for their families through all means available, also 
when harvests were small. It symbolised resistance towards the much disre-
spected notion of “just sitting”, referring to a general lack of ambition and 
giving up in the face of adversities. 
     Similarly, having a livelihood comprised an especially palpable means to 
meaning making among slum dwellers. Many research participants took great 
pride in being able to contribute to the sustenance of the household; a fact 
which also appeared to lead to the perception of being held in higher esteem 
among others. Entrepeneurs in particular, seeing their investments pay off, re-
ported feelings of achievement resulting in an elevated sense of purpose as 
well as indispensability. Being economically successful, even in relative 
terms, amidst blatant poverty was instrumental to emotions of self-adequacy. 
It involved carving out a niche from which one was able to thrive in a context 
of difficulty and deprivation. Conversely, struggling to make a livelihood sus-
tainable constituted a considerable threat to a person’s well-being. Many re-
search participants barely able to make ends meet commonly revealed being 
overwhelmed by the problems surrounding them and also appeared to suffer 
more from the negativities associated with slum life.  
     In general, facing hardships but not succumbing to them seemed to com-
prise a key to leading a meaningful life in the slums. It entailed, among other 
things, keeping yourself, your home and your yard clean despite limited access 
to water, despite inadequate waste services resulting in garbage pile-ups, and 
despite sub-standard dwellings letting in dust in the dry season and rainwater 
and mud in the wet season. Doorsteps and concrete floors (where such existed) 
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where often polished with cobra, a chemical mixture sold by local manufac-
turers and named after a generic brand. The ground in front of the home was 
meticulously swept, often several times daily. Inside the sometimes very 
crowded dwellings, homes were decorated with calendars, framed pictures of 
family members, and lace cloths. Standards were adhered to and not doing so 
was considered giving up. In essence, these iterative practices represented a 
recognition of the deficiencies associated with the residential environment, 
coupled with opposition and a drive to overcome them through whatever 
means possible. Of course, they were not exclusively a source of meaning 
making but could also be perceived as coercive, and in extension as an instru-
ment of selection, branding individuals and households as not trying hard 
enough. This could in turn compromise their position in the community, mak-
ing it more difficult for them to access social networks and services. 

Livelihoods in the settlements 
As demonstrated in the data processing chapter, slum dwellers relied on a wide 
range of activities for their livelihoods. People counted as economically active 
were adults who derived regular income from productive work. Economic ac-
tivity among the adult population can be related to the Lusaka region’s labour 
force participation rate at 58,8 percent, and the national average at 58,5 per-
cent. (CSO, 2015). The highest proportion was found in Linda at 59 percent 
followed by Bauleni at 55 percent, and Garden at 54 percent. Economic inac-
tivity was therefore reasonably high, although roughly on par with the Lusaka 
and national average. Common motives for economic inactivity was heavy 
reproductive burdens among women, in particular those caring for infants; 
poor health, old age, inability to raise start-up capital for enterprises, and no-
ticeably, inability to find employment. 

Formal versus informal livelihoods 
Few salary workers held formal jobs. Formal job holders were commonly men 
and worked in semi-skilled or skilled professions as mechanics, drivers, tech-
nicians, long-distance truck drivers, chefs or as civil servants. Women’s for-
mal jobs included work as cashier, waitress, packer in supermarket and in cus-
tomer service. Farm work was common among both genders. Formal work in 
the agricultural sector and the construction sector was typically contract based 
and it was not unusual for workers to experience employment gaps between 
contracts. For the remainder in informal employment, their status was gener-
ally insecure, without contract or legal rights. This was especially the case for 
people in domestic employment who often risked being fired on a whim and 
without explanation.  
     Entrepreneurial activities ordinarily consisted of one-(wo)man enterprises 
specialising in retail trade, food services or manufacturing such as carpentry 
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or tailoring. It was not unusual for entrepreneurs to go in and out of business. 
Many households were very vulnerable to shocks, such as the sudden onset of 
illness and associated medical expenses, job loss among other household 
members or even regular demands for school fee payments. Such events often 
resulted in the investment capital required for the continuation of the enter-
prise to be diverted to fill more acute needs. It was also quite common for 
entrepreneurs to try out different products – perishable and non-perishable 
food commodities, charcoal – before settling on a particular business strategy.  
     Formal work did not generate incomes on par with successful informal 
businesses but still represented a decent and reliable source of income. In 
many cases, this income enabled household members to experiment with dif-
ferent business endeavours without risking total economic collapse of the 
household in case of failure. Formal work provided start-up capital and was 
also able to supply injections of capital into the business to keep it afloat dur-
ing temporary lapses. In some households, formal employment was thus a pre-
requisite for informal livelihood activity, underlining the entanglement of the 
two sectors (see Förster & Ammann, 2018; Lourenço-Lindell, 2004, McFar-
lane & Waibel, 2014; Roy, 2006). 

 

Table 7. Overview of household data 
Settlement Income* (mean/median) Economically active*  
Garden 2961/2050 54 
Bauleni 2461/1900 55 
Linda 1483/1300 59 

 N=328 N=1321 

 
*ZMW per month per house-

hold * % of adult population 

Incomes 
People’s earnings were often meagre. All in all, 44 percent of households lived 
under the poverty threshold of 1,90 USD per person per day (World Bank, 
2015). Thirty percent of households subsisted on less than 1000 ZMW22 per 
month. At the same time, there was considerable variation in disposable in-
come levels between the households. Twelve percent earned more than 4000 
ZMW per month. One particular Garden household, for example, earned 
22 000 ZMW per month, of which the bulk consisted of profits from owning 
a minibus used for public transport. Households with incomes above 4000 
ZMW were typically characterised by at least one household member holding 
a formal, permanent job, or running a successful business enterprise. Profita-
ble enterprises could roughly be divided into two separate groups: grocery 

                               
22 At the time of fieldwork, 1 ZMW equalled approximately 0,095 USD. 



 146 

shops and trans-/cross-border traders. Having a grocery shop normally en-
tailed trading a range of commodities, predominantly food based but also ne-
cessities such as toilet paper and detergents, from a permanent structure in a 
fixed location. Usually, it consisted of small shop that customers were able to 
enter, or an opening in a wall through which trading was conducted. Its prof-
itability could to be connected to the scale of operations, but also required a 
more extensive start-up capital compared to, for example, the ubiquitous veg-
etable stands. Trans- and cross-border trade is more carefully delineated in 
chapter nine. In principle, it consisted of taking advantage of international 
price differentials on particular commodities by undertaking supply trips to 
destinations abroad or at the border and trading the goods in Lusaka. Both 
grocery shop ownership and trans-/cross-border trade were principally female 
affairs. 
     Garden displayed the highest level of monthly household income, and 
Linda the lowest. The decline in income levels with distance from the city 
centre is conspicuous, and a tentative explanation could be that Linda and 
Bauleni residents to a greater extent were employed in locations further away 
from the city centre compared to Garden residents, with correspondingly 
lower salary levels. The relative abundance of farm land near Linda also meant 
that Linda residents to a larger degree engaged in subsistence farming as a 
livelihood strategy and therefore were less reliant on income-generating ac-
tivities.  

Support networks  
The slum dwellers also relied extensively on support networks providing them 
with cash incomes, food, clothes, school fees and school appliances. Twenty-
seven percent of all households received some kind of material support. The 
most common form of support was money at 65 percent, followed by food at 
24 percent. Clothes, school fees and school appliances constituted much 
smaller proportions. A conspicuous finding was the almost complete lack of a 
formal social security system: only one person in the entire study sample re-
ceived a state benefit; in this particular case a food allowance as a disability 
benefit. Otherwise, there were no pensions, no social child support or other 
types of grants. Kin constituted an overwhelming proportion of material sup-
port sources with 62 percent. The churches and NGOs provided basic support 
to a selected few. 
     This thesis revolves around means of provision for the individual or house-
hold, but in the context of support systems, I find it equally important to ac-
count for the research participants and their household members as sources of 
support, especially in the light of their sometimes dual roles within these net-
works. The most widespread source of support extended, encompassing 36 
percent of participant households, was taking in dependants, i.e.; providing 
accommodation and often food for relatives who lacked means for their own 
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provision. These arrangements typically included children, not unusually or-
phans of family members, and the elderly, but could also encompass other 
relatives who had fallen on hard times. If capable, these family members were 
often expected to contribute significantly to household reproduction, such as 
cooking, cleaning and looking after younger children. 
      Outgoing support flows predominantly consisted of cash transfers (87 per-
cent). The remaining 23 percent was composed by donations in the form of 
clothes, food and payment of school fees. 
     In terms of inflows and outflows of support, the household was not a uni-
fied entity. Members of the same household could receive support from dif-
ferent sources and did not necessarily contribute all or even some of that 
money to common household expenses. For example, a woman living with 
her sister and her husband earned a salary from maid work, but also received 
money regularly from her boyfriend. The salary was largely used to cover 
household expenses but the money gift was considered a separate bonus to be 
used as she saw fit. Outflows of support could also be decided upon and exe-
cuted independently by household members, although it was also common 
that the support was deducted from a common pool of household money and 
based on unitary decision-making between the spouses. 

Concentrations of livelihoods in economic sectors 
As demonstrated, the distinction between individual livelihoods was not al-
ways clear, but altogether, 108 different types were identified in the sample. 
Forty-eight of those – for example arcade ownership or work as a photogra-
pher- applied to only one person. There was consequently a considerable 
spread in livelihood choice, but at the same time, slum dwellers also tended to 
cluster in certain activities. The most commonly encountered livelihoods were 
(street)vending, maid work, bus driving, laundry services, farm work and 
farming, and renting out property. Most livelihoods were low-skill, but a few 
engineers, a geologist, an excavator operator, an HR-officer, a nurse, a nutri-
tionist and a fashion designer were among those few having undergone high-
level training or participated in higher education.   
     These different livelihoods were further disaggregated into individual ac-
tivities where applicable (remember Naomi and how her supply rounds were 
separated from her hairdressing and clothes businesses) and sorted into ISIC 
sectors. In figure 23, the distribution of livelihood activities across sectors and 
locations is displayed. It demonstrates, above all, the overwhelming im-
portance of Wholesale and Retail Trade (WRT) for people’s livelihoods, in-
cluding 44,9 percent of all livelihood activities. The gap between WRT and 
Activities of Households as Employers (AHE), the second most essential live-
lihood sector, was considerable. AHE emcompassed 16,4 percent of activities 
and appeared to be of special relevance to Bauleni residents. Transportation 
and Storage (T), incorporating principally drivers of public transport and 
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cargo trucks, constituted the third most important sector for the slum dwellers 
at 6 percent. This was followed by Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries (AFF) 
whose ranking greatly depended on the high participation of Linda farmers 
and farm workers, reflecting the area’s relatively better access to land. AFF 
was followed by Other Service Activities (OS), and Construction (C). Linda’s 
conspicuously greater involvement in construction activities was linked to on-
going developments near the settlement as the city expanded. Manufacturing 
activities (MAN) and Real Estate (RE) followed next, with Bauleni displaying 
a tangible lower degree of involvement in the latter. A modest 3,2 percent of 
slum dwellers’ activities belonged in the category Accommodation and Food 
Service Activities (AFS). The remainder of activities, 4,6 percent, were dis-
tributed in sectors containing very few observations each. 

Figure 23. Distribution of livelihood activities across ISIC sectors 

A segmented labour market 
Men and women clearly participated in livelihood activities according to dif-
ferent roles and on unequal terms. This was most clearly manifested through 
a pronounced labour market segmentation, visualised through gender dis-
aggregated distributions in Table 8. 
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Table 8. Gender distribution of livelihood activities across ISIC sectors (%) 

ISIC Women Men 
Activities of Household as Employers 17,8 13,3 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 6,2 4,8 
Other Services 3,9 8,5 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 58,6 14,0 
Accommodation and Food Service Activities 3,8 1,7 
Construction 0,3 16,0 
Manufacturing 2,0 9,9 
Transportation and Storage 0,2 19,1 
Education 1,1 2,0 
Real Estate 5,0 2,7 
Other 1,2 7,8 
Total 100 100 
N 659 293 

 
Men’s livelihood activities were more evenly distributed across sectors than 
women’s, who clustered in the WRT sector at nearly 59 percent. As a com-
parison, men’s most important livelihood sector, Transportation and Storage, 
only contained 19 percent of their activities. The data also indicate the pres-
ence of sectors that were nearly exclusively male, such as Construction, and 
Transportation and Storage. No sectors dominated by women displayed such 
skewness, implying that there was greater extent of penetration by men into 
women-dominated sectors, than the other way around. Moreover, women 
were more concentrated in a limited number of livelihoods than men. As a 
comparison, women were represented in 37 different livelihoods (34 percent 
of all livelihoods), and men in 84 (78 percent of livelihoods). Segmentation 
was highly pronounced also within the sectors, a relationship which is further 
elaborated in the next chapter. 
     Identifying the reason behind men’s relatively richer livelihood spectrum 
and cross-over into female-dominated sectors is beyond this thesis, but a ten-
tative conclusion connects to Lusaka’s colonial history of severe restrictions 
on female settlement (Evans, 2015; Tranberg Hansen, 1997). As Evan’s 
(2015) describes, in this era, men entered occupations traditionally associated 
with women’s roles, such as domestic servitude. Between contracts, and as a 
way to fill gaps in the supply of certain commodities, they were also involved 
in informal trade activities. There hence exists a historical precedence of men 
doing “women’s work”, which should be of some relevance also to under-
standing the situation in contemporary Lusaka. 
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     Although livelihood choices in general complied with gendered stereo-
types of men’s and women’s “proper” occupations and roles, it is simultane-
ously important to call attention to the existence of norm breaking livelihood 
endeavours. Some livelihoods emerged as manifestedly fixed according to a 
gender pattern, with occupations such as driving, garden work, welding and 
carpentry standing out as male prerogatives, and maid work, hairdressing and 
running a restaurant stall being exclusively female. In Linda, however, I came 
across two sisters training as bricklayers, and in Garden, a woman working in 
a shop selling metal parts for construction. They were fully aware of their 
gender-deviant choices but were not deterred. 

 
Some customers, they think I don’t know anything. They look around for 

somebody else to ask, or they ask for my boss. I try to be good natured and tell 
then “Let me see if I can help you”. And when they realise I really know my 
thing, it surprises them. But after that, it is mostly ok, they trust me. [---]. I 
honestly don’t know why they don’t think a woman can’t do this job. [---]. I 
think there are a lot of jobs that I could do better than many men, that women 
aren’t normally supposed to do. (Trader of metal construction parts, Garden). 

 
In general, the research participants appeared to nurture the notion that there 
were few jobs that women could not do, and vice versa. Further exploration 
often revealed this opinion to allude to the perception of the existence of an 
innate, general capacity assigned to men and women indiscriminately. This 
entailed recognising that men and women were not necessarily born to differ-
ent chores, but that society assigned them different roles. Some expressed sup-
port for this order, referring to tradition or Scripture.  
 

A woman cannot be a [bus]conductor. All that shouting for people to come, 
all day long, it just would not do (Grocery shop owner, Garden).  

 
Others remarked that society was changing, and that they perceived that 
change favourably. 
 

I think the children growing up today, they will have much more choices 
than we do. Girls will not grow up thinking ”This I cannot do, I am not strong 
enough” (Vegetable vendor, Linda). 

 
Interestingly, and perhaps reflecting the fact that only women participated in 
the study, it was usually women’s entrance into men’s occupational domains 
that was considered an example of a changing gender order. A commensurate 
shift in men’s livelihood choices was never discussed. Nonetheless, the par-
ticipants often observed that men were equally suited to assume responsibility 
for reproductive work, but that progress was slow. Many never raised the issue 
at all, while others tried and failed. 
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I tried to tell my husband how hard I work, same as him, and that we should 
share some of the [household] chores. It is only fair, after all. I work all day 
and when I come home, I am also tired. But then I have to cook, do the dishes, 
make sure the children do their homework. But he just wouldn’t listen. (Maid, 
Bauleni). 

 
The research participants’ experiences from male involvement in household 
work varied, however, and there was a minority describing what could only 
be regarded as an equal distribution of household work between the spouses. 
Some of the research participants additionally made a dedicated effort to raise 
their children in a manner that they perceived to promote a more just gender 
order: 
 

In my home, my boys help as much as the girls. I don’t just tell my girls to 
do the cleaning and cooking, no. Everybody helps. My boys are used to it, but 
sometimes they try to give their chores to the girls. Heh! I have told [my daugh-
ters] not to stand for it, and the boys, they know now they will only get more 
work if they try. They have to learn, same as the girls. (Maid, Bauleni). 

 

Livelihood trajectories 
Histories 
The research participants carried livelihood histories that were often charac-
terised by change, such as alternating between activities, employers and activ-
ity levels. Although some had been involved in a variety of activities, trying 
out different pathways to provision, it was more common to stick to one type 
of livelihood and remain idle in case of discontinuation until a new oppor-
tunity emerged. Livelihood change was typically negative, as in containing an 
element of constraint, and was overwhelmingly attributed to factors beyond 
the participants’ control. For entrepreneurs, the most commonly stated reason 
for going out of business was losing input capital. Participants often claimed 
to have “eaten the money”, referring to having to divert business capital to 
cover immediate household needs, such as food. Problems with sustainability 
due to low demand or low profit margins were other reasons behind disrup-
tions. Cross- or transborder traders found their livelihoods made unprofitable 
through currency depletion.  
     For salary workers, losing employment often occurred as a result of the 
employer going out of business. In addition, the widespread deployment of 
flexible employment forms associated with recurring bouts of unemployment 
during which the person had to look for a new contract. People working for 
private households often reported conflicts with the employer, connecting to 
unrealistic workloads, low salary levels or a quarrelsome personality, making 
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their work situation untenable. Employer households moving without manag-
ing (or making an effort) to secure new positions for their employees also re-
sulted in unemployment.  
     Excluding contract-based farm work, farming appeared to be a relatively 
stable livelihood, although it associated considerably with risk due to the un-
predictability of harvests and market prices. The exception was constituted by 
animal husbandry, in particular poultry rearing. Disease among the animals, 
sometimes wiping out the entire stock, resulted in heavy losses from which 
some of the participants were unable to recuperate economically. 
     Regardless of the nature of the livelihood, factors related to gender struc-
tures greatly contributed to activity disruption. Many participants revealed 
how their husbands had forbidden them to continue working after marriage, 
and an even greater proportion described how reproductive chores, especially 
looking after young children, made it impossible to remain economically ac-
tive. It should be noted that gender structures varied in extent and severity, 
and that not all women respected the authority of their partner (or other head 
of the household). This is illustrated in the following statement: 
 

He is a drunkard. He does nothing. Without me he wouldn’t be able to eat. 
I don’t care what he thinks [about my business]. (Charcoal trader, Linda). 

 
Health issues were another cross-cutting feature of livelihood termination, es-
pecially in relation to activities requiring plenty of movement or long hours 
standing up. Moving to a new location also led to temporary or permanent 
interruptions. 
     Nevertheless, there were simultaneously research participants who had 
changed livelihood in response to better opportunities coming along, or to pur-
sue new plans. This category was consequently not pushed out of employment 
or business ventures, but left out of their own volition. Some had accumulated 
sufficient funds to pursue training or education, or to go into business. Others 
had simply stumbled upon a job they liked better and decided to change.       

Current livelihoods 
The main reason research participants decided to become economically active 
unsurprisingly revolved around the basic need to make a living. Some re-
garded their source of income as a critical contribution to household reproduc-
tion, whereas others as a way to supplement the earnings of a main provider. 
Some had taken up work as a response to sudden hardships, such as illness of 
a family member. In some households, the responsibility for children’s needs 
and education fell entirely on the mother, who needed to obtain an income to 
finance school fees and uniforms. Yet another group felt that the main pro-
vider did not give them enough money to satisfy their own needs, or, for that 
matter, the household’s needs. 
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     Livelihoods also had an independent value. It was not only a means to ob-
tain a certain standard of living, but also an end in itself. In this vein, research 
participants reported executing a livelihood as a way to escape idleness and 
boredom. Idleness was frequently condemned, and as mentioned people did 
not wish to be denounced as “just sitting”. 
     Motives for going into particular businesses revolved around low entry-
barriers, such as limited start-up capital and skills required. “This is something 
that I can do”, was a typical answer. This was very similar to motives pertain-
ing to certain types of salary work, such as different kinds of domestic ser-
vices. Additional factors were local demand for the products or services on 
offer, and the perception of good profits. “Quick” businesses were also fa-
voured, indicating those with fast turnover.  
     Some research participants had selected their livelihoods based on personal 
interest or on the impression of possessing a certain talent. This was especially 
the case with hairdressers and participants working with some aspects of food 
processing. Others had chosen their livelihood based on convenience and abil-
ity to combine it with household responsibilities. The livelihood choices of a 
fairly large group, on the other hand, were coincidental. They had been intro-
duced to a special kind of trade or craft by a friend, or inherited it from a friend 
or relative.  
     In general, the research participants seemed to appreciate their livelihood 
activities. Especially for entrepreneurs, their livelihood functioned as channels 
into social interaction. Nonetheless, the problems described in the previous 
section as having prompted livelihood change were present also in the current 
mix of activities exercised by the participants. Workers complained about 
work being long, hard and underpaid. Business owners found it difficult to 
keep their enterprises afloat in markets characterised by high competition and 
low purchasing power among their customers.     

Ambitions  
While there were those who were perfectly satisfied with their current source 
of income, research participants also nurtured dreams about future livelihood 
endeavours. A large group of business owners expressed themselves as being 
content with their livelihood, but wishing to scale up and perhaps diversify. 
Street vendors envisaged themselves owning a grocery shop or having a stall 
in a busy market. An interesting observation was that women in employment, 
typically in domestic service, dreamed about starting a business in order to be 
their own boss, experience freedom and flexibility, and earn money continu-
ously rather than having to wait until the end of the month. Conversely, busi-
ness women wanting to secure a job considered a regular and stable income 
to be the main advantage. Charcoal traders contemplated shifting to food-
based enterprises to become more food secure (“You can always eat what peo-
ple don’t buy”, a Garden trader remarked), while food traders desired to go 
into the charcoal trade to avoid the problem with perishable commodities. 
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     Many also wanted to embark on business ventures regarded as more prof-
itable than the ones they were currently pursuing. The most popular ones in-
cluded cross-border trade, poultry rearing, and selling fresh fish or salaula. 
Apart from the most common problem of raising a start-up capital, space con-
straints (for poultry cages) and lack of cooling facilities (for fish), prevented 
their involvement. 
     The research participants’ livelihood ambitions were not only fuelled by 
economic rationality, but several also declared sustaining a passion for certain 
jobs. Health and care work appeared to have a special appeal, with women 
imagining themselves becoming doctors, nurses or teachers. Most of them 
were unable to follow these aspirations related to not having the opportunity 
– whether economically or as a result of having little time – to attain the rele-
vant level of education. Others enjoyed cooking, baking and sewing and im-
agined themselves running restaurants, working as chefs or having a tailoring 
workshop. 

Conclusion: living and making a living in the slum 
Garden, Bauleni and Linda are settlements marked by tremendous variety. 
They consist of a mix of people of different ethnicities, educational attain-
ments, livelihood pursuits and socioeconomic positions. At the time of the 
study, nearly half of participating households lived below the poverty line. 
However, the slum dwellers were not exclusively poor, thus confirming Si-
mon’s (2011) observations that slums, like other settlements, are socioeco-
nomically stratified. In addition, it was demonstrated that although the settle-
ments were evidently places of transition and flux, judging from the relatively 
high proportion of new arrivals, they were simultaneously characterised by 
significant residential stability. Although their existence in the settlements 
was sometimes perceived as harsh and oppressive, residents found ways to 
create meaning and quality of life. They did so by creating places of beauty 
and order, by developing friendships with people in their vicinity, and by en-
gaging in manners of provision in order to overcome he challenges associated 
with life on the economic margins. 
     Ways to provide for the households were manifold and stretched over a 
considerable range of activities and economic sectors, and relied on access to 
different types of capitals. They also encompassed support networks, some-
times multidirectional, through which money, commodities and services were 
exchanged. Livelihoods were tangibly gendered, demonstrated through une-
qual distributions of men and women between economic sectors, and gendered 
norms mediating women’s overall labour market participation.    
     Livelihood narratives implied frequent discontinuity, attributed to difficul-
ties in keeping businesses sustainable, and insecurity and flexibility on the 
labour market. Getting by through available opportunities and channels was 
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clearly a struggle, but at the same time, many research participants derived 
great satisfaction from their livelihoods and regarded them as an indispensable 
element of their everyday existence. They nurtured dreams about developing 
them or changing them, but often lacked the means required to do so. 
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Figure 24. Selling popcorn and fritters in Garden 

 
Figure 25. A typical Garden streetscape 
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Figure 26. Selling vegetables in Bauleni 

 
Figure 27. Bauleni: Elisabeth (left) is a tailor and Brenda (right) is a hairdresser 
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Figure 28. Growing maize and selling charcoal and sugarcane in Linda 

 
Figure 29. A typical brickhouse in a less crowded part of Linda 
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8.  Lusaka’s livelihoodscape from the slum 

Observing a city in motion 
 

Figure 30. Travelling from my home to Linda. Source: OpenStreetMap 

During fieldwork, my family and I rent a house in the relatively affluent resi-
dential area of Kabulonga. When I do fieldwork in Linda, I usually leave the 
house around 05:45 to catch a bus to the central bus terminals. I board the bus 
at Alick Nkhata Road; a crucial artery connecting Lusaka’s eastern slum set-
tlements with the city centre. The buses I take ply the Mtendere – City Centre 
route. Mtendere is a vast low-income settlement. In the 2010 census, it was 
believed to house around 23 000 people (CSO, 2010), but the general percep-
tion in Lusaka is that the numbers have grown steadily.  
     Despite the early hour, the buses from Mtendere is packed to bursting. 
When they are full, they zip right past me. When they have room for passen-
gers, conductors are hanging out of the windows, banging the sides, shouting 
“City Market, City Market” or “Kulima Tower, Kulima Tower”. My stop is 
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usually one where people disembark, creating enough space for me to squeeze 
in.  
     The people who spill out as I prepare to climb inside make their way into 
Kabulonga. Some are dressed conventionally, others in the uniforms of secu-
rity guards, housekeepers, and hotel staff. In the bus, I sit next to chitenge 
dressed women with woven baskets on their laps, and what I presume to be 
office workers in well-ironed shirts and blouses. Occasionally, I share buses 
with young men dressed in the coloured vests of airtime vendors. Some pas-
sengers disembark along the way: in the embassy quarters of Longacres, or at 
the Comesa bus stop. At Comesa, some disappear into the maze of shops and 
markets or cross the road towards the government building. When we reach 
the city centre bus terminals, the bus is usually half empty. This is where the 
basket carrying women get off, and I trail after them towards the heart of the 
City Market, where I inevitably lose sight of them in the throng. 
     When I arrive at the spot where the bus to Linda departs, the bus is waiting 
to fill up with passengers. At this hour, my fellow passengers are predomi-
nantly vendors returning to Linda, having already filled their baskets. They 
carry cabbages and peanuts, sometimes chickens tied together by their feet, 
lying stunned on the floor. When the bus is full, it navigates the winding al-
leyways leading up to the Kafue Road highway, where its races past the slums 
of Chibolya and Misisi, past the middle-income neighbourhood of Makeni, 
past farmland and lodges, the landscape growing ever more rural, until it 
reaches Linda. When the bus has stopped, the vendors put their loads on their 
heads and disappear into the settlement. I cross paths with one or two of them 
again during my walks, passing them as they sit by the roadside, trading their 
goods. As I disembark, other women with empty baskets prepare to get on 
board, together with people dressed in uniforms of petrol station attendants, 
Shoprite cashiers, or just their ordinary, everyday clothes. And so, the bus 
shuttles back to the city I have just left, carrying the cogs of the perpetually 
moving machinery of Lusaka.    

Introduction 
This excerpt from my fieldwork illustrates how different parts of Lusaka and 
its hinterland were connected through flows of people going about their daily 
businesses, of which a considerable part appeared to be livelihood related. 
Through my own personal trajectory, I was able to observe a shard of the eve-
ryday geography of Lusaka’s livelihood system, with the centripetal power 
exerted by the city centre on people engaged in trade and service-based occu-
pations. This geography of livelihoods constitutes the point of departure of 
this chapter.  
     This chapter maps and analyses the urban and peri-urban geography of 
slum dwellers’ livelihood activities. The overarching questions that guide this 
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ambition are: What spaces in urban and peri-urban Lusaka do slum dwellers 
frequent in their livelihood endeavours? What activities do these spaces asso-
ciate with?  How can the relevance of these spaces be explained?  
     This point of departure is largely explorative, but simultaneously informed 
by three major assumptions taken from the scholarship presented on liveli-
hoods and space in the theoretical chapter. The first assumption presupposes 
a link between livelihood type and place in that some livelihood opportunities 
are concentrated in certain parts of the city. The second assumption relates to 
conditioned mobility. The third assumption revolves around the regulation of 
space. It is thus assumed that slum dwellers’ livelihood geography unfolds 
within this framework of opportunity and constraint. This framework is, nat-
urally, particular for Lusaka, incorporating past and present elements of policy 
and decision-making, global and local economic processes, and social rela-
tions mediating access to space. The task is thus to tease out the various com-
ponents of this framework and identify their role in producing urban and peri-
urban livelihood spatialities.  
     In doing so, this chapter principally engages with the structural aspects of 
livelihood spatiality and does not take into account personal motives or deci-
sion-making (notwithstanding their degree of internalisation of structural ele-
ments).  

Identifying livelihood spaces in urban and peri-urban 
Lusaka 
In order to lay bare livelihood geographies, livelihoods and their associated 
activities needed to receive a physical location in space. The livelihoods and 
corresponding locations of the Garden, Bauleni and Linda residents were 
therefore mapped according to specifications provided in the Methodology 
and Data Processing chapters. The results of this mapping exercise can be 
seen in the spider diagrams in figure 31. 
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Figure 31. Livelihood locations in relation to residential settlement. Source: Open-
StreetMap 

The spider diagrams (figure 31) provide an overview of livelihood locations 
in relation to the residential settlement. The dots represent individual locations 
and do not indicate the concentration of activities associated with each loca-
tion. They consequently do not provide information about the extent of clus-
tering of activities in certain locations in relation to other. In order to capture 
this dimension and communicate something about the importance of specific 
livelihood locations, hotspot (or density) maps over men’s and women’s live-
lihood activities were created (figure 32).  
     The hotspot maps reveal the residential settlement to be of critical im-
portance for livelihood activity. It also illustrates the centrality of the sur-
rounding high- and middle-income residential areas for employment. In addi-
tion, they imply a gravitational pull of the city centre on all research areas. In 
terms of gender, the two maps reveal a considerable correspondence between 
men’s and women’s livelihood locations, with some minor deviations in the 
form of female-exclusive concentrations to the northwest of Linda, and male-
exclusive clusters on the city’s north eastern fringe. These contain few obser-
vations and should therefore be considered with some caution. 
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Figure 32. Livelihood activity hotspots. Source: OpenStreetMap  

 
Figure 33. Map over land use categories. Source: OpenStreetMap 
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The hotspot maps thus indicate the existence of certain zones of particular 
importance for people’s livelihoods. In establishing why these places – own 
settlement, city centre, high- and middle-income settlements - mattered more 
than others, it was also necessary to determine what activities these places 
associated with. This ambition was pursued by creating spatial, or land use, 
categories consisting of own settlement, high- and middle-income residential 
settlements and city centre, and selecting all livelihood activities located 
within their boundaries. Three additional categories were created to capture 
the remainder of the activities: rural (alluding to agricultural and sparsely pop-
ulated land on the city’s outskirts), low-income residential and other (incor-
porating undeveloped, industrial, recreational and land belonging to large in-
stitutions such as hospital complexes and universities).23 An overview of these 
land use categories is available in Figure 33. Their broadness may mask im-
portant spatial patterns, but their purpose was rather to function as starting 
points for further dissection of such. 
     The analysis revealed that the own residential settlement, high- and middle 
income settlements and city centre harboured 92 percent of the research par-
ticipants’ livelihood activities. As can be seen in table 9, the own settlement 
accommodated 50 percent of all livelihood activities, compared to high- and 
middle- income residential settlements, a majority adjacent or in proximity to 
the research areas, that contained 24 percent. The third most significant live-
lihood space was constituted by the city centre with 17 percent. 
     When broken down on the basis of gender, interesting differences in dis-
tributions emerge. While pivotal also to men’s livelihood activities, the own 
residential settlement was nevertheless markedly more important for women. 
This relationship was reversed with reference to high- and middle-income res-
idential areas, containing a greater proportion of men’s livelihood activities. 
The city centre ranked third for both genders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               
23 An in-depth discussion of the methodological choices and practices associated with these 
operations is available in the data processing chapter. It is important to note that “own settle-
ment” only denoted livelihoods of people residing in that same settlement. A livelihood activity 
carried out in Bauleni by a Garden resident would therefore not be placed in “own settlement” 
but in “low-income residential”.  
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Table 9. Proportion of livelihood activities (%) within specific land use categories 

Connecting livelihood activities to locations 
The connection between livelihood activity and location is illustrated in the 
diagrams in figure 34 and 35. They display the proportional distribution of 
activities, specified according to economic sector through ISIC categories, 
across the spatial categories. Only ISIC categories containing more than 12 
observations have been included. These diagrams, while seemingly messy, to-
gether provide important information about the relationship between certain 
livelihood activities and the spaces where they are executed. Figure 34 indi-
cates the distribution economic sectors across spatial categories, while figure 
35 illustrates the distribution of economic sectors within each category. Tak-
ing Real Estate (RE) as an example, figure 34 reveals it to be an almost exclu-
sive feature of the own residential settlement, with 98 percent of all activities 
located in that domain. But in the livelihood portfolio of the own residential 
settlement, as indicated by figure 35, its role appears considerably modest, 
comprising only 8,4 percent. 

Location Total Men Women 
Own residential settlement 50,2 35,2 56,9 
High- / middle-income residential 24,3 35,2 19,3 
Central Business District 17,4 18,4 17,3 
Rural/agricultural 3,4 3,8 3,2 
Low-income-residential 4,3 6,1 3,3 
Other 0,4 1,4 0,0 
Total 100,0 100,0 100,0 

 
 

N=952 N=293 N=659 
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Figure 34. Proportional distribution of land use categories per economic sector 

  
Figure 35. Proportional distribution of economic sectors per land use category 

This data serve as the point of departure for a more profound examination of 
the association between slum dwellers’ livelihood locations and economic ac-
tivity. This examination is performed by looking more closely at each individ-
ual spatial category, disentangling their unique livelihood configuration and 
relating it to the city’s historical, political and economic trajectories. Gender 
plays a central role in this assessment and in figure 36, the proportional distri-
bution of men’s and women’s livelihood activities in the own settlements, 
high- and middle-income residential settlements and the city centre is dis-
played. It reveals that while there was not only a distinction in the distribution 
of men and women across these spaces, the activities that men and women 
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exercised were conspicuously different. This, of course, reflect the findings 
on gender segmentation of livelihoods presented in chapter seven.  

 
Figure 36. Distribution of gender across economic sectors and between land uses 

 

Own residential settlement 
In figure 34, the significance of the residential settlement as a livelihood loca-
tion is tangible. It not only constituted the most important location for trade-
based activities, but also for activities pertaining to manufacturing, real estate, 
food services, education and other services. Construction was important for 
men, but largely confined to the boundaries of the rapidly expanding Linda 
settlement.  
     The residential settlements exhibited a rich mosaic of economic activities. 
56,9 percent of women’s livelihood activities were found in the residential 
settlement, compared to 35,2 percent of men’s. A conspicuous feature was the 
overwhelming dominance of trade-based livelihoods (WRT), comprising over 
half of all activities encountered. Conversely, the residential settlement con-
stituted the most important location for the WRT-sector. Women’s concentra-
tion in the residential settlement and its locus for trade were strongly associ-
ated. Sixty-five percent of women’s livelihood activities in the residential set-
tlement pertained to WRT. Also among men, retail trade comprised the most 
widely deployed livelihood activity but to a significantly lesser extent (20 per-
cent) than for women. 
     Trading was principally devoted to food commodities, but also encom-
passed salaula, chitenge fabric and household utensils. The settlements played 
an important role both for the actual trading of items, as well as the sourcing 
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of inputs. Those inputs could be resold without much refinement, or trans-
formed through various processes such as cooking, tailoring, brewing and car-
pentry. These food service and manufacturing enterprises were predominantly 
geared towards satisfying the needs of the local population, providing cheap 
snacks such as fried cassava or complete meals consisting of grilled meat, 
fried greens and the ubiquitous maize porridge nshima. They also involved the 
brewing, distilling and vending of alcoholic beverages, most notably kachasu, 
in established or impromptu bars.      
     Manufacturing among women was exercised to a limited degree, incorpo-
rating activities such as knitting, tailoring and mixing chemicals to make floor 
polish. Manufacturing livelihoods among men predominantly included weld-
ing, which was typically performed in metal work clusters lining larger thor-
oughfares. Also tailoring was carried out by men, but to a more limited degree 
than among women. Men had more often access to workshops for their man-
ufacturing enterprises while women, similar to their other entrepreneurial live-
lihoods, extensively carried out their activities within or in close association 
of their home 
     Other economic activities exercised in the residential settlement included 
basic services. Men performed services such as repairing bicycles, shoes, mo-
tor vehicles and phones; tidied up in marketplaces; worked as wheelbarrow 
drivers and porters, dug latrines and built fences. Women engaged in services 
such as laundry, comprising the majority of the activities in the AHE-sector, 
and beauty services, predominantly hairdressing. 
     Real estate typically consisted of subletting parts of the own house or struc-
tures in the yard, or more seldom, a house or shop not occupied by the owner 
him-/herself. The role of real estate in men’s and women’s overall livelihood 
portfolios in the residential settlement was equally balanced. Women involved 
in real estate were principally older and widowed, having belonged to earlier 
waves of settlers that had managed to negotiate an occupancy licence (alt-
hough far from everybody subletting property held such) which was then 
transferred to them upon their husbands’ death.         
     Agricultural activities mainly involved chicken breeding, which consti-
tuted a relatively profitable strategy to produce high-energy food for immedi-
ate consumption despite spatial constraints. In Linda, commercial crop culti-
vation occurred on an intra-settlement basis; predominantly in zone 4b located 
on the settlement’s more sparsely populated outskirts.       

High- and middle-income settlements 
Middle- and high-income residential areas (here interchangeably referred to 
as suburbs), especially in relative proximity to the research locations, also 
played an essential role for the livelihoods of slum dwellers.  For Garden res-
idents, these included Rhodes Park, Olympia, Roma, Emmasdale, Northmead, 
Longacres and Kalundu. Bauleni residents worked in Leopards Hill, Chalala, 
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Nyumba Yanga, Meanwood, Woodlands and Kabulonga, while residents in 
Linda carried out activities in Mount Makulu, Bonaventure, Mimosa, Makeni 
and Lilayi. High- and middle-income settlements contained 35,2 percent of 
the male and 19,3 percent of the female activities 
     These settlements are characterised by low building densities, relatively 
large estates, and high property values. Several of these settlements were es-
tablished during colonialism for the country’s white elite and occupy central 
locations, with the city expanding organically around them. Though not im-
mune to change, they have been distinguished by relative permanence, with 
isolated pockets of development directed towards upmarket consumers. The 
settlements on or nearer to the city’s fringe, in contrast, such as those around 
Bauleni and above all Linda, had experienced faster rates of change, with idle 
land converted to housing. 
     What these areas had in common, a fact which can also be clearly discerned 
in figure 34 and 35, was the preponderance of livelihoods falling within the 
Activities of Households as Employers (AHE) category. In this type of settle-
ments, slum dwellers were absorbed into labour for more affluent households. 
75 percent of AHE activities were located in high- and middle-income areas, 
and 50 percent of all slum dwellers’ livelihoods in these areas where devoted 
to AHE. Sixty-five percent of female livelihood activities in this spatial cate-
gory concerned employment in private households as maids, cooks and clean-
ers, or as providers of laundry service. These households also employed men, 
but to a more limited extent (33 percent of activities). Men worked as garden-
ers, pool cleaners, security guards and chauffeurs. 
     For men, employment in construction projects in the expanding high- and 
middle-income areas provided an important source of income, encompassing 
23 percent of their activities.  With regards construction, just like for AHE, 
middle- and high-income areas exceeded the own residential settlement in im-
portance. An interesting spatial pattern could be distinguished, in that this type 
of work was principally encountered in more newly established peri-urban 
settlements undergoing development on the city’s fringe, particularly Chalala 
and Lilayi. This is in line with the observation of UN-Habitat (2017), finding 
that Lusaka’s physical expansion has much been driven by development on 
the city’s outskirts rather than through densification of the core areas. 
     Unsurprisingly, given their magnitude in the general livelihood portfolio 
of slum dwellers, WRT was of some significance also in high- and middle-
income settlements. These activities typically translated into employment as 
cashiers, packers and salespeople in large supermarkets, but a small share also 
included traditional street vendors. Some inputs were acquired from special-
ised sources, but otherwise, traders primarily visited these areas for outlet pur-
poses, such as hawking their goods in monthly organised open air markets, 
where the client base consisted of people from the middle- and high-income 
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brackets. People in manufacturing livelihoods targeted the same type of con-
sumers when setting up workshops at major thoroughfares in these settle-
ments, selling furniture and braziers.  
     Though food services played a small role in the overall livelihood compo-
sition of the suburbs, 30 percent of all AFS livelihoods were located in these 
spaces. There was a marked difference between AFS livelihoods in high- and 
middle-income settlements and slum dwellers’ own settlements, with the for-
mer associating with employment in restaurants and hotels, and the latter 
mainly with one-person enterprises.  
     The suburbs additionally constituted relatively important farming loca-
tions, especially for Linda residents where the Mount Makulu settlement of-
fered opportunities to farm on idle land awaiting exploitation as a means to 
prevent land invasion. The suburbs also hosted locations for livelihoods in the 
transport sector. These were predominantly represented by taxi drivers using 
designated spaces as permanent pick-up spots.  In addition, these areas were 
relatively well serviced by public transport. Drivers and conductors operating 
on fixed routes thus frequented these spaces as destinations.  

City centre 
The city centre associated substantially with two particular sectors: WRT and 
transport (T). These constituted 71 percent and 12 percent respectively of slum 
dwellers’ activities in the area, and as figure 34 indicates, it was also the most 
important location for transportation livelihoods.   
     The city centre contained 18,4 percent of men’s livelihood activities and 
17,3 percent of women’s. The city centre was strongly associated with trade 
for women with 95 percent of activities representing either the sale of com-
modities of the acquisition of inputs for other economic activities. In compar-
ison, only 18 percent of men’s activities in the centre were related to trade. 
Men’s livelihoods revolved to a greater extent around the transportation sector 
(37 percent), predominantly as drivers or conductors of public minibuses. 
     A crucial observation is that the city centre as a livelihood location inter-
acted strongly with economic activity in other parts of the city (and the rest of 
the country, a fact which will be further elaborated in the next chapter), most 
notably the residential settlement. Vendors acquired inputs for further trading 
activities, capitalising on price differentials between the source location and 
the trading location. Small-scale manufacturers obtained inputs to be refined 
elsewhere and then traded, and providers of services requiring material inputs 
replenished their stocks. Farmers picked up seeds, fertilisers and pesticides to 
be used in their fields. From the perspective of the Garden, Bauleni and Linda 
dwellers, the city centre constituted a crucial location for the acquisition of 
supplies, but not for actual trading. 
     The concentration of trade and transport livelihoods in the city centre was 
unsurprising, given its position as the city’s, if not the country’s commercial 
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and transportation hub. Kulima Tower and City Market bus terminals consti-
tute the centres of Lusaka’s public transportation network, predominantly 
comprised by minibuses connecting the city centre with its outlying suburbs 
and high-density low-income settlements. The system is overwhelmingly par-
atransit, understood as a flexible mode of transport that does not follow fixed 
schedules (Behrens, McCormick, Mfinanga, 2015). The radial road network 
system has been designed in a manner that forces transport from outlying areas 
to move through the CBD, which is one of the main reasons for its massive 
concentration of public transport (UN-Habitat, 2007). Long-haul buses to des-
tinations all over the country as well as to Botswana, South Africa, Tanzania 
and Malawi also depart from the central part of Lusaka.  
     With regards to trade, the City Market/Soweto is a vast market area, origi-
nally contained underneath a roof with open walls but now spilling out onto 
the surrounding streets and open spaces (for an excellent account of the devel-
opment of the city centre market areas, see Tranberg Hansen, 2010). It is pri-
marily a market for foodstuffs with farmers coming in with their produce from 
the countryside early in the morning, which then gets picked up by both 
wholesalers and retail vendors (FAO/RUAF, 2019). Some the commodities 
are resold directly from the stalls in the market, others travel onwards to be 
traded in the settlements. The City Market is also a place where an extensive 
array of non-food commodities is traded, such as second-hand electronics, 
clothes and tools. It is the country’s main hub for salaula (Tranberg Hansen, 
1999), stored in warehouses and sold in bales. For non-food commodities, 
however, the adjacent neighbourhoods of Comesa and Kamwala are equally 
important. These cover an immense area of small shops clustered by commod-
ity type, offering clothes, home items and the ubiquitous chitenge textiles 
(Tranberg Hansen, 2010).   
     Despite the dominance of trade and transport, the city centre hosted a small 
range of other economic activities among slum dwellers, most notably con-
struction, manufacturing and other service activities. Builders and casual la-
bourers worked on new developments in the urban core, craftsmen produced 
and fixed items in offices and workshops kept tidy by cleaners. 

Other spaces 
A mere eight percent of the slum dwellers’ livelihood activities were situated 
outside of the residential settlement, the city centre, and high- and middle-
income areas. They were typically linked to two types of locations: sparsely 
populated land of a rural/peri-urban character intersected with farms and ag-
ricultural fields, and other low-income settlements.  Other low-income settle-
ments practically accommodated the same mix and patterns of livelihood ac-
tivities encountered in the residential settlements. Aside from those employed 
in the transportation sector, the connection to these sites was often built on 
previous residence or social networks. People remained with their livelihoods 
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after moving or took advantage from an opportunities brought about through 
personal connection, like using a relative’s more spacious yard for chicken 
breeding. Economic activities in the rural domain were mixed, consisting of 
farming or farm work, or domestic service on farms.   

Situating livelihood spaces 
The spatiality of slum dwellers’ livelihoods was shaped by factors pertaining 
to supply as well as demand, with skill-level and access to financial capital, 
among other things, mediating access to opportunities located in different 
parts of the city and conveying different spatial arrangements.  
      The research participants’ association with these particular spaces of the 
urban and peri-urban fabric in their livelihood endeavours can predominantly 
be attributed to their general position as the poorest and most low-skilled seg-
ment of the Lusaka labour force. As will be demonstrated in chapter ten, this 
severely affected the geographic scope of people’s livelihood operations, as 
affordability with regards to transport constituted a tangible constraint to 
wider search ranges (see Anand & Tiwari, 2006; Gough, 2008; Gupta & Mitra, 
2002; Mitra, 2005; Salon & Gulyani, 2010). For many households, livelihoods 
requiring regular use of public transport were beyond their current level of 
income. This partly explains the concentration of livelihood activities in the 
own residential settlement and adjacent high- and middle-income areas. As 
will be developed more extensively in the next chapter, local-based social net-
works also played an important role in introducing people to economic activ-
ities corresponding to their skill-level and financial situation (see Hanson & 
Pratt, 1995). 
     While these factors contribute to forming an understanding of slum dwell-
ers’ urban and peri-urban livelihood spatialities, this chapter is primarily con-
cerned with the external processes channelling slum dwellers into particular, 
livelihood-related spatial configurations. The next section discusses liveli-
hood spatialities’ connections to these processes. As will be demonstrated, 
these were represented by economic and political processes on various levels, 
coupled with historical and contemporary planning ideals and practices.  

The residential settlement 
The centrality of the residential settlement for Lusaka’s slum dwellers’ liveli-
hood activities represents an outcome of interlocking processes and policies 
on various scales and from various epochs. In the settings chapter, it was out-
lined how the informal sector has been a constant companion of the African 
labour force throughout the city’s history, and how the colonial administra-
tion’s restrictive approach to informal livelihood activities exercised beyond 
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the confinement of the African settlements has contributed to shaping a live-
lihood geography that in parts remains intact.  
     The attitude of the authorities, colonial as well as post-colonial, has been 
characterised by condemnation and castigation of the informal sector (Res-
nick, 2011; Tranberg Hansen, 2010, 2014), resulting in a need to perform eco-
nomic activities in locations away from their gaze. The origin and continua-
tion of the residential settlement as a locus for informal livelihood activities 
can therefore be traced to the political rigidity of local administrations, coun-
cils and the Zambian government.       
     The economic legacy of the 1990s and onwards, constituted by extensive 
informalisation and overall limitations on finding salary work, have further 
contributed to the crucial position of the residential settlement as a livelihood 
location. The study revealed that the residential settlement comprised a dense 
microcosm of people facing similar constraints with regards to affordability 
and mobility, creating local demand for cheap commodities such as unrefined 
foods, charcoal and homebrewed alcohol; for services dedicated to fixing bro-
ken items for people who could not afford to buy new ones, and facilitating 
chores and occupations of people whose lives to a great extent orbited around 
the residential settlement. These economic relationships can be connected to 
Simone’s (2004) conceptualisation of people in African cities as infrastruc-
ture, referring to the ability among marginalised urban populations to establish 
structures of survival, provision and meaning making through social collabo-
ration and exchange. The residential settlement thus became the node for prag-
matic livelihood solutions, emerging from the necessity of taking own respon-
sibility for household sustenance within a shared framework of circumscribed 
mobility and limited assets 
     Nevertheless, livelihood niches in the slums were exploited to the limit of 
market saturation and rarely (although significant exceptions did occur) gen-
erated enough returns to lift people out of poverty. This demand – supply in-
teraction reflecting low purchasing power (demand) coupled with low liveli-
hood entry barriers (supply) has been described elsewhere (see Verrester & 
Post, 2007) along with its ability to sustain, but seldom raise, the status of slum 
residents (Tranberg Hansen, 2010). These economic relationships conse-
quently represented circulation of capital without much accumulation. This 
was the case despite, or perhaps because, the residential settlement to a great 
extent comprised the end of the value chain. Much of what was produced, 
refined and brought into the settlement was geared towards its inhabitants. 
Hence, the residential settlements were to a considerable degree endpoints ra-
ther than hubs, characterised by significant incoming commodity flows, but 
much more limited levels of output reaching beyond the settlements’ bounda-
ries. 
     As Tranberg Hansen (1997) established, a Lusaka slum is not an “urban 
enclave that can be studied as if it were a self-contained community” (p 4). 
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Although closed economic loops existed within the communities, character-
ised by a commodity or service flow whose production, refinement and con-
sumption were entirely contained within the settlement24, the economy was 
tangibly interlinked with other parts of the city, and indeed, with territories 
beyond.  

City centre 
The nodal functions of the economy in which the livelihoods of the slum 
dwellers unfolded were largely contained within the city centre. In the settings 
chapter, it was described how the relevance of the city centre as a livelihood 
location goes back to the early colonial days, when construction workers built 
what was later going to be the capital of North Rhodesia (Mulenga, 2003).      
At the time of fieldwork, new construction projects in the city’s core, reflect-
ing the establishment of corporate functions of international companies (such 
as Huawei and Samsung), anew attracted workers from the city’s slums. This 
is an interesting reflection of processes of globalisation at work and, in partic-
ular, the influence of Asian capital.  It is also indicatory of the shift from the 
public sector’s appropriation and shaping of central space before liberalisation 
in the 1990s to private actors. Another significant change from the era of co-
lonialism, coinciding with the informalisation of the economy, is the explosive 
growth of the city centre as a nexus for informal trade (see also Tranberg Han-
sen, 2010, 2014). 
     In the settings chapter, it was delineated how the Old Town early estab-
lished itself as the city’s commercial centre, and how it has resisted attempts 
to shift activities to other locations (Collins, 1969). The essential role of the 
central areas for, above all, trade-based livelihoods, is thus a long-lasting leg-
acy, albeit with different implications for informal activities. Nowadays, the 
city centre is a place where the informal and formal economies overlap spa-
tially: the office blocks with its government and corporation employees on 
Cairo Road, and the dense web of informal economic activity and transport 
overlaying it.  
     The city centre, and especially the City Market and Kamwala areas, con-
stitutes a hub for the informal sector, (Tranberg Hansen, 2010), exerting a 
gravitational pull on people engaged in informal work and entrepreneurship. 
As noted, the city centre economy was therefore closely intertwined with that 
of the residential settlement, but predominantly as source location for inputs 
and some refinement. This is, in fact, a curious finding. Only a handful of the 
individuals running enterprises in the study sample were actually based in the 

                               
24 A closed commodity loop is constituted by a commodity being produced and consumed in-
ternally without any externally sourced inputs. An example of such a loop is local vegetable 
production fertilised with chicken manure obtained within the settlement and traded within the 
settlement to a resident household for final consumption.  
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city centre, as in offering services or trading commodities from stalls or shops 
within its territory. Given the magnitude of informal and formal trade occur-
ring in the city centre, I had expected a larger representation. Resnick (2011) 
and Tranberg Hansen (2010, 2014) have described how downturns in the Zam-
bian economy had made people take their economic activities to the streets in 
the city centre, and emphasised the importance of these spaces to people’s 
livelihoods. While street traders indeed comprised a ubiquitous feature of the 
central areas at the time of fieldwork, they did not appear to include represent-
atives from the study sample. 
     This could of course be attributed to chance, but another likely explanation 
is that while activities are largely informal25, the City Market is formalised 
and surrounded by high fees (Tranberg Hansen, 2010), especially since it con-
stitutes the city’s – and to some extent also the country’s – most important 
market, not least in terms of fresh food commodities (Blekking et al, 2020). It 
is possible, therefore, that the stall holders belonged to a socioeconomic stra-
tum able to afford housing in parts of the city that were not slum settlements. 
It is also likely that the spill-over marketplaces outside its territory, given their 
strategic locations, were characterised by entry barriers and informal fees too 
steep for the slum dwellers to negotiate, despite access being less costly than 
in the market (Resnick, 2018). 
     If the City Market stalls were beyond the means of most research partici-
pants and their household members, the Kamwala shop quarters were even 
more so. Founded as an Asian residential/market area during the early days of 
the colonial administration, the shop quarters have principally been in the 
hands of wholesalers of Indian origin. Upgrading with the help of Chinese 
investment meant more shops and a greater diversity of traders (Tranberg 
Hansen, 2010, 2014). Nonetheless, the rents levels excluded a large portion of 
Lusaka’s poor, highlighting its role for the acquisition of supplies rather than 
trading from the perspective of the slum dwellers. 
     It is also worth noticing that the contentious status of street trade in the city 
centre of the 1990s and early 2000s (see Resnick, 2011; Tranberg Hansen, 
2010, 2014) did not manifest itself during fieldwork or the period leading up 
to it. Space regulations, other than the levying of fees, did not appear to be a 
factor behind the study sample dwellers’ lack of foothold in the city centre. 

High- and middle-income settlements 
The prominence of middle- and high-income residential settlements as liveli-
hood locations for the urban poor can also be traced to the development of the 
Zambian economy and the imprint it has left on Lusaka, as well as the legacy 

                               
25 Although Resnick (2018) points out that marketeers in the City Market are more likely to pay 
taxes than non-market vendors, having a stall does not necessarily equate operating in the formal 
domain. 
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of colonial and contemporary planning (or the absence thereof). A key feature 
of the middle- and high-income residential settlements is their spatial accessi-
bility, which can be connected to the historical growth of the city.  Although 
zoning was embraced by the colonial administration in the 1930s, its inability 
to enforce its policy, combined with considerable sprawl leaving chunks of 
land idle, resulted in squatter settlements cropping up adjacent to European 
residential areas (Tait, 1997; Tranberg Hansen, 1997). Slums and suburbs 
have therefore always existed side by side, thus creating livelihood opportu-
nities in slum dwellers’ vicinity. Garden is a prime example of this process, 
having originally been a gardening venture run by European colonialists, set-
ting aside pieces of land to house the farm’s workers. These settlements sub-
sequently grew and expanded (Simatele & Binns, 2008), next to high-income 
settlements such as Olympia and Roma (Nag, 1990). The establishment of 
Bauleni is historically uncertain, but it is known that it was not transformed 
into a high-density settlement until the 1970s (Cheyeka, Hinfelaar & Udelho-
ven, 2014). Residents had spatial access to the colonial suburb of Woodlands, 
but other nearby high- and middle-income settlements have been more recent 
additions, such as Chalala (Simatele, 2007), and Leopards Hill. For Linda res-
idents, the old colonial settlements of Chilanga and Mount Makulu (Nag, 
1990), but also new expansions taking place in Bonaventure, Lilayi, Mimosa 
and southern Makeni, are within easy reach. In summary, both old and recent 
urban development in Lusaka have occurred according to a patchwork pattern, 
spatially integrating socioeconomically diverse settlements in a manner that 
has enabled interaction, if only through a hierarchical economic relationship, 
between various income segments.26 
     While the urbanisation of Lusaka has been principally driven by growth 
rates in low-income settlements, the city has also seen continuous expansion 
of wealthier neighbourhoods (Simwanda, Murayama and Ranagalage, 2020), 
brought on by greater economic prosperity during the soar in economic devel-
opment commencing in the early 2000s with increased demand from for cop-
per. This has been fuelled by the substantial expatriate population working in 
international development and investment (Zambia High Commission, IOM, 
2018). At the time of fieldwork, Lusaka was undergoing a “construction 
boom” (BBC, 2015), with development primarily geared at middle- and high-
income housing. This orientation is much in the vein of previous eras, where 
housing, public as well as private, had a tendency to target higher-income 
groups, notwithstanding original commitments to those in greater need (see 
Tait, 1997) 

                               
26 It should be noted that not all of Lusaka is characterised by this dense interfoliation of low-
income settlements with high- and middle-income dittos. On Lusaka’s western fringe, the ex-
pansive slum communities of Chibolya, Kanyama, Mapiri and George constitute a thick belt 
whose boundaries intersect with rural land, industrial areas and some high- and middle-income 
settlements to the south.  
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       The upsurge in demand for middle- and high-income housing evidently 
provided employment opportunities in construction in these areas. The ability 
to farm on land located in peri-urban high-income settlements can also be con-
nected to these processes, through idle land in strategic locations becoming 
commodified and therefore having to be put to use as a protective measure in 
wait for development. Most importantly however, these affluent households 
required services aimed at reproduction, quality of life and security. There was 
consequently a demand for low-skilled labour that the residents of the research 
locations were able to fill. The suburbs thus comprised relatively accessible 
spaces populated by a stratum of society with the means to take advantage of 
the significant surplus of unskilled labour. 

Situating a gendered livelihoodscape 
Socioeconomic marginalisation consequently conveyed specific interactions 
with urban and peri-urban spaces, unfolding through certain patterns, through 
livelihood activities. But the data have also demonstrated that gender consti-
tuted an axis of differentiation rearranging these interactions into other spatial 
configurations. Divisions were manifested through differential distributions 
of men and women within the various spatial segments, with women’s activi-
ties concentrating in the residential settlement to a considerably greater extent 
than men’s.  
     Although this study has been able to demonstrate an association between 
land use and economic activity, it has not identified particular zones of sec-
toral specialisation characterised by disproportionate gender distributions (see 
Mitra, 2004; Nakagawa, 2004; Wyly, 1999). Women’s livelihood activities 
did not congregate in the residential settlement relative to men’s as a result of 
concentrated demand for female-typed commodities and services, such as 
might have been found in suburban industry in the United Kingdom or United 
States (see McDowell, 1983; Spain, 2014; Wyly, 1999). Rather, women’s as-
sociation with the residential settlement reflects a development that has largely 
been supply-driven (see Mitra, 2005).  
     I argue that the difference in gender distribution between spaces can partly 
be connected to what I loosely refer to as historical path dependence, coupled 
with political and economic processes of a more recent nature. This is espe-
cially salient with regards to women’s disproportional engagement with the 
own residential settlement.  

The residential settlement 
The concentration of women’s activities in the residential settlement can best 
be described as the expression of a triangular relationship between gender, 
informality and space, emerging in the early colonial period when the mere 
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presence of African women in Lusaka constituted an anomaly (Tranberg Han-
sen, 1997). Bans on African women’s economic activity, pushing them into 
the informal sector for their sustenance (Evans, 2015); combined with the pro-
hibition of informal activities in the European settlements, and local demand 
for commodities and services deemed illicit by the colonial administration; 
contributed to fixing women’s livelihoods firmly in the unauthorised settle-
ments (Tranberg Hansen, 2010, 1997).  Women were thus forced to perform 
their livelihoods in a manner that evaded the attention of the authorities; they 
were moreover forced into the informal sector; and the informal sector, in turn, 
also became spatially marginalised into the settlements. This laid the founda-
tion for a gendered livelihood spatiality that appears to have been reproduced 
continuously into the present. As the economy deteriorated, prompting more 
women to join the labour force (Evans, 2015; Tranberg Hansen, 1997), this 
ostensibly did not translate into formal employment, associating with other 
types of spaces, but cemented the role of the residential settlement as women’s 
livelihood arena. This historical explanation of the residential groundedness 
of women’s livelihood activities relative to men’s naturally intersects with 
other factors, such as the importance of proximity for women owing to their 
unbalanced involvement in reproductive work; a condition which will be fur-
ther elaborated in chapter ten.  

City centre 
While Lusaka’s female slum dwellers’ comparably larger representation in the 
own residential settlement has been observed previously (see Evans, 2015; 
Tranberg Hansen, 1997), limited attention has been directed to the way the 
informal economy bridged the residential settlement and the city centre, and 
the gendered nature of this link. Women’s crucial reliance on the WRT-sector 
– documented in the past (Tranberg Hansen, 1997) as well as more recently 
(Mpembamoto et al 2017) - and other sectors requiring material inputs, 
broadly conveyed two types of spatial patterns: one localised, contained sys-
tem involving only intra-settlement interaction, and one larger circuit connect-
ing both the residential settlement and the city centre as split, productive 
spaces. Naturally, men also made use of this larger circuit, but their relatively 
smaller involvement in trade made it far less pronounced in the overall mix of 
men’s livelihood spatialities. Instead, men interacting with the city centre as a 
part of their livelihood execution often did so as part of other circuits, reflect-
ing their involvement in the transportation sector. 

High- and middle-income settlements 
Men’s comparably greater interaction with high- and middle-income residen-
tial settlements aligned with their colonially derived functions as household 
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servants to the city’s wealthier segments, and as construction workers produc-
ing units for their residence (Tait, 1997; Tranberg Hansen, 1997). In terms of 
household work, the nature of their servitude had obviously changed. Evans 
(2014) noticed already in the early 2000s that women had started to replace 
men as domestic servants; a fact which was thought to emanate from the oc-
cupation’s consistently low status. Within the AHE-category, a tangible divi-
sion line ran between the home, which emerged as the domain for working 
women, and the outside which served as the arena for men’s manual and se-
curity work.  But historically, this seems to be a relatively new phenomenon. 
Both Tait (1997) and Tranberg Hansen (1997) have observed resistance 
among women to domestic servitude, resulting from low salaries, unwilling-
ness to submit to the authority of another woman, and the difficulty associated 
with combining domestic servitude with childcare. As previously mentioned, 
the AHE-category stood out as an important source of income for women, 
ranking second with 18 percent of activities, of which a considerable majority 
was located in high- and middle-income residential settlements. Nevertheless, 
this is not a very high proportion, and it is likely that the reservations to the 
occupation still held.  

Conclusion: Linking the old and the new city through 
livelihoods 
In the settings chapter, Lusaka’s emergence and development from the van-
tage point of the slum dwellers was delineated. The chapter described slum 
dwellers’ continuous state of exclusion throughout Lusaka’s history, upheld 
by a tangible reluctance among government agencies to recognise them as le-
gitimate parts of the city. They constitute spaces that have been claimed or 
bestowed, but reluctantly recognised by urban authorities and long ignored 
(Myers, 2006; Resnick, 2011). This chapter has demonstrated that the slum 
settlements still reverberate with the policies of exclusion. They bear the mark 
of retrenchment and informalisation, and harbour a labour surplus that has 
largely been forced to fend for itself.  
      This is indicated through the need of the residents to provide their own 
social infrastructure and invent their own economy. It is an economy geared 
towards the needs and demands of their own communities, reflecting their po-
sition as generally asset-poor. The economy of the slum settlement appears 
self-contained and self-generating, but this clearly does not mean that it is 
spatially contained. On the contrary, the economy of the slum interacts with 
other spaces in the city, most notably the city centre forming the locus of the 
city’s informal trade. But linkages are also forged with the city’s prosperous 
suburbs where a demand for household labour has been cultivated in the con-
text of economic growth. These linkages are maintained by transportation 
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workers connecting slum dwellers to their workplaces through cheap (but not 
necessarily affordable) public transport. They have been extended to the urban 
fringes where construction workers serve the city’s physical expansion pre-
dominantly driven by the middle- and upper classes and their demand for 
housing, and through farmers working and safeguarding land interimistically 
until the time is right for development. 
     Lusaka from the perspective of slum dwellers’ livelihood spatialities reso-
nates with Massey’s (1994) conceptualisation of place as open and un-
bounded, and made specific through the intersection of trajectories. In the set-
tings chapter, Lusaka emerged as a particular place where processes on differ-
ent spatial scales converge. These trajectories also have a tangible temporal 
dimension, stretching from the city’s colonial past, through independence and 
into the present. 
     The settings chapter outline how Lusaka’s trajectories are made up by co-
lonial practices such as kaffir-farming and incomplete zoning, dividing but 
also linking disparate portions of urban space; the policies of supranational 
bodies, such as the IMF, rolling back the state and liberalising the national 
economy; global economic shifts; and a lasting culture among government 
agencies characterised by disinterest and hostility towards the needs of the 
poor. 
     The preceding discussions have described how these processes and prac-
tices are reflected in slum dwellers’ livelihood spatialities. Colonial planning 
has generated a distinct sociospatial patchwork structure, granting slum dwell-
ers easy spatial access to labour markets in middle- and high-income areas. It 
has pushed informal activities into the residential settlements, a move with 
considerable gendered connotations, and it has channelled transportation live-
lihoods to the city centre through obsolete traffic plans giving little oppor-
tunity for circumvention of traffic flows. While the continued influence of co-
lonial structures on African space, politics and people is all but a new discov-
ery (see for example Kamete, 2013; Njoh, 2015), this state of durability com-
prises an interesting contrast to the narrative of change and upheaval that often 
accompany accounts of contemporary urban Africa (see for example Ernstson, 
Lawhon & Duminy, 2014; Schindler, 2017; Simone, 2004, 2010). Myers 
(2003), inspired by Rakodi (1995) expresses this succinctly in the following 
excerpt: 

 
Many authors evidence the fact that historical-geographical analysis of the 

colonial experience of urban development is vital to understanding Africa’s 
current urban dynamics. Many socioeconomic problems afflicting eastern and 
southern African cities must be understood as they have emanated from colo-
nial times. In spite of some “momentous changes” with independence, “the 
post-independence period in African countries has been characterised by con-
tinuity rather than change” in urban processes (p7-8). 
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Throughout the city’s history, slum dwellers have served its elite in its differ-
ent appearances. They have responded to its needs, and in so doing, their spa-
tialities have been characterised by a conspicuous degree of permanence, or at 
least repetition. In colonial days, workers from the slums constructed the ad-
ministration’s buildings in the city centre. At the time of the study, they were 
constructing office spaces for international corporations. They have served in 
the homes of the colonial leadership, and they are serving in the homes of the 
city’s established and burgeoning elite.  
     But of course, Lusaka has experienced changes that have not passed unno-
ticed. Subsequent liberalisation of the economy combined with regular down-
turns have seen informal sector activities, particularly trade-based, link to-
gether with the city centre as it has grown into a hub for both the informal and 
formal trade. Informal activities have consequently broken away from the co-
lonially imposed confinement to the residential settlement in response to the 
formal sector’s inability to provide employment. Thus, slum dwellers contem-
porary livelihood spatialities are expressions of continuity as well as change 
in the unique configuration of trajectories that constitute Lusaka. 
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9.  The fixities and flows of translocal 
livelihoods 

Spatial livelihood arrangements: Rachel and Elisabeth 
Rachel lives in Garden with her husband and children. She used to be a maid 
in Olympia, a nearby high-income settlement, but was forced to quit when she 
became pregnant. With her savings, she bought land in the southern province 
of Luangwa and started a farm with her husband. On the farm they grow a 
range of fruits and vegetables along with maize, Zambia’s most important sta-
ple. They also keep a small flock of ducks for meat. The family relies almost 
entirely on the farm produce for their own food consumption, but is also able 
to sell some of the surplus. Larger quantities are sold in Lusaka’s largest mar-
ket, Soweto/City Market, and smaller quantities in the settlement’s own main 
market. The ducks are additionally sold on location in Luangwa. Most inputs 
are generated on the farm; seeds are harvested and fertilisers in the form of 
duck manure are only used sparingly. Rachel visits the farm regularly and 
stays there for extended periods. In her absence, the farm is looked after by 
caretakers. Her husband is only able to help out during harvest since he works 
as a welder in Garden’s metalwork cluster. Despite his regular income, the 
family sometimes runs out of money, particularly during harvest time before 
the agriculture investment has been recovered. In times of hardship, Rachel’s 
sister, who also resides in Garden, supports them with money and food. 
     Elisabeth lives in Linda. She and her husband recently bought a small piece 
of land outside her hometown of Kabwe, a medium-sized town 160 kilometres 
north of Linda, where they run a chicken farm. They also rent out parts of the 
land to other enterprises. Elisabeth’s customers are predominantly Kabwe res-
idents and come from town to pick up the chickens when they are ready. Being 
a live commodity, chickens are a risky investment whose profitability can 
fluctuate wildly depending on how many survive until delivery. This is also 
the reason why the chickens are sold locally, since transporting them leads to 
higher mortality and, by extension, risk. To guard against risk, Elisabeth has 
taken up clothes vending as a side business. Twice a month, she goes to City 
Market in Lusaka to buy salaula, second-hand clothes. Salaula can be pur-
chased in bulk through wholesalers, but Elisabeth considers this too risky as 
you never know what garments the package contains until it has been pur-
chased. Instead, Elisabeth picks out the garments she likes best from retailers 
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and sells them at the main market in Kabwe. She has selected Kabwe as her 
vending site partly out of convenience, since it enables her to visit her parents 
and the chicken farm at the same time, but there is also an important economic 
motive. Since most of the country’s salaula enters through Lusaka, garments 
sold in more remote locations fetch higher prices. Elisabeth can therefore 
make higher profits by selling her garments in Kabwe than in Linda, even 
when transport costs are considered.  
     Elisabeth’s husband works as a petrol station attendant in Chilanga, a set-
tlement around eight kilometres from Linda. With the money they make to-
gether, they can extend financial support to the husband’s parents and siblings 
in Kabwe, who often struggle to make ends meet.  
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Introduction 
Rachel’s and Elisabeth’s livelihood narratives have in common that they con-
tain a tangible translocal component. The interpretation of translocal deployed 
in this chapter is somewhat different from those carried by standard theoretical 
approaches on translocality, where it is principally the multilocal practices and 
relationships of actors that are in focus. Translocal perspectives typically re-
frain from adopting a scalar bias (see for example Brickell & Datta, 2011; 
Smith, 2011), but scale is in fact the fundamental component of the definition 
of translocal deployed in this study. Here, the original meaning of the prefix 
“trans-“ is invoked, referring to something that moves beyond or across 
(Trans-, n.d.) Consequently, in this chapter, this aspect of translocality refers 
to the quality of being performed in a spatial setting going beyond the locality, 
i.e.; the day-to-day activity sphere (Clarke, 2013). 
     Rachel’s and Elisabeth’s livelihoods draw on locations beyond Lusaka and 
its immediate surroundings, and this translocality evidently has an important 
function in the households’ provision. As mentioned in chapter three, liveli-
hood translocality has been identified as a strategy to diversify the household’s 
livelihood portfolio and to mitigate risk (Dame, 2018; Schöfberger, 2017), and 
achieve increase material well-being (Benz, 2013; Islam & Herbeck, 2013). It 
has predominantly been examined from the viewpoint of rural populations, 
but the translocal livelihood tendency among urban residents is less known. 
In addition to their translocal livelihood locations, Lusaka constitutes for Ra-
chel and Elisabeth a critical point of reference based on their residential be-
longing. It is this this relationship between the Lusaka home and translocal 
livelihood sites that comprise the object of study in this chapter. This is pur-
sued through a set of entry points. 
     The first task consists of establishing the extent of translocal livelihood 
activities. According to the literature, there is great variety between countries, 
cities and regions in the scalar scope of livelihoods. From the perspective of 
African urban populations, there has been an emphasis on their links with 
other territories, contributing to the image of the African city as interconnected 
into complex networks stretching over short and long distances (Parnell & 
Pieterse, 2014; Simone, 2014) How, then, does Lusaka and its slum dwellers 
correspond to that image?  
     The second part involves identifying whether translocality associates with 
particular livelihood categories. The translocal character of these livelihood 
categories is then further examined by focusing on destinations and flows be-
tween them, and the home in Lusaka. In short, what translocal locations do 
slum dwellers engage with in their livelihood endeavours, what is the rationale 
behind them, and what type of livelihood flows do they give rise to? Implicit 
in this exposition is the ancient geographic axiom of friction of distance (May-
hew, 2015), and a subsidiary ambition is therefore to determine how slum 
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dwellers handle the challenge of keeping together their Lusaka life and resi-
dence with their translocal livelihood. 
     This chapter refers to flows and fixities and I would like to end this intro-
duction by further clarifying the meaning of these concepts, not least because 
they comprise such an important framing to this study. Flows are used to de-
scribe movement, and in this case, it is flows of people, money and commod-
ities that are considered. People move between places to work, purchase or 
sell items, or farm. As they move, they sometimes bring money, sometimes 
commodities, and sometimes nothing at all. Sometimes, other people move 
their money or commodities for them. The places between which movement 
flows are called fixities. I could have called them destinations, but that would 
downplay the role of the source. I call them fixities because that is what they 
do: fixing the flows. They are, to be precise, the opposite to flows; they are 
points of stability that keep the flows in place.  But fixities do not only refer 
to the start and end point (or nodes) of flows. They are also points of stability 
in the livelihoods of the slum dweller, points that for various reasons represent 
opportunity; points that need to be engaged with in order to carry out particular 
activities. It is that relative limitation of choice, reflecting the uneven – geo-
graphically as well as politically – landscape of livelihood opportunities that 
compels me to use the term fixity. These terminological choices greatly reflect 
the theoretical foundation of a translocal approach, emphasising the rooted 
nature of mobility; or the situated reality of movement (see for example Brick-
ell & Datta, 2011). 

Defining the translocal 
To operationalise the translocal, the local domain first needs to be defined. 
The local domain was established with the help of the slum dwellers’ com-
muting patterns. Return trips that were undertaken over the course of a day 
were classified as belonging to the local arena. Livelihood destinations that 
required overnight arrangements were in turn categorised as translocal. In be-
tween the local and translocal scale was a “semi-local” zone incorporating 
destinations that were possible to negotiate in a day, but where overnight- or 
long-term lodging arrangements were also common. The semi-local zone, en-
compassing Kafue, Chongwe, Mikango Barracks, Mwembeshi and Chif-
wema, contained too few observations to function as an independent category 
in analysis. It was therefore integrated into the local domain. The zones are 
displayed in figure 38. All livelihoods located outside of these zones were 
consequently coded as translocal.  
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Figure 38. Local and semi-local livelihood zones 

Local versus translocal livelihoods 
An immediate conclusion from the data was the comparably small number of 
translocal livelihoods. Only six percent of income generating livelihood activ-
ities could be defined as translocal, in relation to 94 percent of local activities, 
of which the semi-local constituted a meagre two percent. On a household 
basis, 11 percent had at least one household member involved in an income 
generating livelihood with a translocal component. If adding subsistence ag-
riculture, the proportion increased very slightly to 12 percent. 
     It can thereby be concluded that the local arena was of immense importance 
for the study sample and their household members in their livelihood endeav-
ours. This phenomenon can be attributed to a range of factors. As will be de-
veloped in chapter ten, slum dwellers predominantly constituted an asset poor 
group with limited ability to afford transport. Livelihoods were therefore often 
carried out within severe mobility constraints. As will also be elaborated more 
extensively in chapter ten, care burdens, particularly among women, addition-
ally contributed to circumscribe their mobility. There was thus a tangible ele-
ment of restriction permeating the locational arrangements of slum dweller’s 
livelihood activities.  
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Table 10. Distribution of livelihood activities between the local and translocal zones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
But an interesting finding that has received considerably less attention was the 
mechanisms regulating the geographical pattern of livelihood opportunities. 
In the previous chapter, it was demonstrated that slum dwellers’ economic 
activities were concentrated in the city centre and in the vicinity of the resi-
dential settlement through processes attributed to, among other things, Lu-
saka’s historical legacy of planning. This pattern appeared to be perpetuated 
through localised processes of learning and matching.  These entailed finding 
out about different livelihood opportunities and acquiring the necessary skills 
for their execution. Study participants reported being exposed to a wide range 
of livelihood strategies through observation and interaction with others. They 
became familiarised with different strategies adjusted to their socioeconomic 
circumstances by watching neighbours selling pre-packed charcoal from a 
blanket outside their homes, friends having chicken coups in their backyards, 
having ambulant vendors coming to their doors selling clothes or pastries, be-
ing told by another neighbour about a gardener vacancy in a middle-income 
household, and walking past hawkers marketing commodities. Even if the eve-
ryday activities of the study participant were characterised by a small spatial 
scope, the density of the settlement resulted in rich exposure to a considerable 
variation of livelihoods; most of which were encountered in the informal sec-
tor. Learning could be passive; i.e. associated with seeing; or (inter-)active 
through communication and engagements with others. 
 

ISIC Local Translocal 
AHE 100 0 
AFF 81,3 18,8 
OS 100 0 
WRT 95,2 4,8 
AFS 100 0 
C 90,6 9,4 
ASSA 100 0 
MAN 93,6 6,4 
T 84 16 
E 100 0 
RE 100 0 
Misc 91,7 8,3 
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I saw people here [selling vegetables], people like me. And I thought, “If 
they can do it, I can too”. So this is why I started my business. (Trader of 
vegetables, Garden). 

 
When my husband couldn’t find work, we really struggled. I told my friend 

[and neighbour] about our situation and she said: “Why don’t you join my 
business?”. [---] She lent me the money for chickens and cages and taught me 
the business. (Poultry farmer, Bauleni). 

 
I saw [my neighbour] prepare the chickens in her yard, every day. And peo-

ple just kept coming and going. She seemed to be doing so well. So I asked 
her: “Can you teach me?”. And so she did teach me. (Trader of pre-packed 
chicken, Linda).  

 
The local arena consequently contributed to introducing slum dwellers to live-
lihood opportunities and the skills required. This can be regarded as an exam-
ple of social capital hybridising with human capital, embedding the slum 
dwellers further into the local domain. 

Translocal livelihoods 
Translocal livelihoods clearly constituted an exception in slum dwellers’ live-
lihood portfolio. But for those who actually exercised them, they were never-
theless of importance, not least because they generally associated with higher 
than average earnings. The difference was not considerable – households with 
at least one member with a translocal livelihood activity had an average 
monthly income of 2572 ZMW (median=2100 ZMW), compared to 2105 
ZMW (median=2000) for households without.  
     There was a slight difference in gender distributions, with 7,5 percent of 
men’s livelihood activities pertaining to the translocal domain, compared to 5 
percent of women’s. Table 10 and figure 39 demonstrate that only economic 
activities connected to agriculture, trade, construction, manufacturing and 
transport were represented in the translocal zone. In figure 39, commercial 
agriculture, transport and trade stand out as the most substantial components 
of the translocal livelihood configuration. The largest share of women’s trans-
local livelihoods was constituted by AFF at 23 percent, compared to men’s 
involvement at 6 percent. Transportation dominated men’s translocal liveli-
hood portfolio at 16 percent. 
     This section endeavours to further explore the translocality of two of these 
sectors, i.e.; AFF and WRT. The other sectors are touched upon briefly as a 
result of being predominantly male-oriented, and therefore lacking the more 
profound qualitative information obtained from the research participants. This 
section additionally contains a slight deviation from the primary purpose of 
studying livelihood activities directly generating income. This deviation con-
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sists of the incorporation of subsistence agriculture on the basis of its exten-
siveness and essential role in the provision for survival among many partici-
pant households. In the same vein, this section also examines the function and 
relational nature of support systems.  

 
Figure 39. Distribution of livelihood activities within the local and translocal zones 

Long-distance trade 
In the previous chapter, the crucial role of the wholesale and retail trade sector 
was illustrated, along with its pronounced city centre and residential settle-
ment nexus. It was therefore unsurprising to find that also on a larger geo-
graphical scale, the local domain was of central significance for trade-based 
livelihoods. In fact, only five percent of livelihood activities within the WRT 
pertained to the translocal zone. Nevertheless, these activities deserve atten-
tion, not least because they associated with higher earnings than those of local 
traders. For local traders, average monthly incomes amounted to 1389 ZMW 
(median=700 ZMW), in contrast to 3371 ZMW (median=1200 ZMW) for 
translocal traders. This difference is conspicuous. 
     Long-distance trade entailed capitalising on geographically uneven supply 
and demand configurations through various enterprises. Commodity flows 
were bidirectional, with goods coming in from the countryside or other cities 
to Lusaka and going out to other national destinations. The most common type 
of livelihood strategy within this category was the charcoal trade, which in-
volved travelling from Lusaka to charcoal production spots, purchasing in 
bulk and selling the charcoal upon return to Lusaka. The most frequented des-
tination was Mpande in northern Zambia, but also the border town of Chi-
rundu and the Copperbelt railway hub of Kapiri Mposhi constituted charcoal 
production sites visited by the slum dwellers. Trips were relatively frequent, 
often occurring at least once a month.  
     The trajectory is best described from the perspective of a Linda resident, 
who delineated how she had been invited by a group of female charcoal traders 
to join their trade. They had made standing arrangements with producers in 
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Chirundu to purchase charcoal according to four-week intervals. When a batch 
was getting ready, a producer would call them and instruct them to start pre-
paring their trip. They rented a truck and travelled together to Chirundu, where 
they were often made to wait for a period of a few days until the charcoal was 
ready for delivery. The research participant explained that the charcoal pro-
duction process was relatively inexact, making it impossible for the producer 
to provide the buyers with an exact delivery date. During the wait, the women 
stayed with local friends that they had made through their trade, providing 
cheap and secure accommodation. Once the charcoal was ready, the women 
took their truck to the kilns and loaded it for further transport to Lusaka. Alt-
hough it was common for charcoal traders to trade as wholesalers, the research 
participant transported the charcoal to her own home, where she offered char-
coal in bulk as well as in smaller, prepacked quantities to the end consumer. 
The research participant earned around 500 ZMW (around 48 USD) per 
month, but profits among the other traders varied wildly between 50-4000 
ZMW. Traders where predominantly, although not exclusively, women. 
     Fish and illegal bush meat were other commodities that were brought into 
Lusaka from the countryside. The bush meat trade necessitated irregular trips 
to the Tanzanian border. According to a Garden research participant, meat 
from kudu, wilderbeest and antelope was poached from game reserves in Tan-
zania and brought to Zambia by middlemen. When meat was available, she 
was contacted by a middleman. Because of the criminal nature of the venture, 
the research participant worried about her own safety, fearing the capricious-
ness of the middlemen whom she considered potentially violent. For this rea-
son, she always travelled with a companion running a similar enterprise. Upon 
delivery, the meat was put in cooler bags and transported by public bus back 
to Lusaka. On the road, the research participant contacted her customers to 
arrange delivery. She claimed that some of her customers were high-profile 
politicians using their connections to ensure the continuation of the trade. Her 
business was extremely lucrative by slum dwellers’ standards, amounting to 
4200 ZMW (400 USD) per month. 
     Cross-border and transborder trade comprised another example of long-
distance trade. Flynn (1997) distinguishes between cross-border trade, allud-
ing to traders only operating in the border region, selling commodities on a 
wholesale basis to retailers on any side of the border; and transborder trade, 
referring to long-distance trade across borders. I, however, use a slightly dif-
ferent interpretation of the first concept. In this thesis, cross-border trade is 
applied to entrepreneurs specifically seeking out border destinations for the 
specialised items provided, while transborder trade refers to those travelling 
to other international destinations with a richer supply of commodities. 
     Cross-border trade revolved around the sourcing of commodities from bor-
der towns such as Nakonde (Tanzania), Chipata (Malawi) and Chirundu (Zim-
babwe). In association with these towns, markets had cropped up for traders 
seeking to take advantage of cross-border price differentials on particular 
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commodities (such as rice in Nakonde). Traders were often able to cross the 
borders unofficially, their quantities too small to merit the attention of custom 
officials. In cases where they were actually stopped and made to present their 
documents, consideration was rarely paid to their goods, nor were they sub-
jected to taxation. “We just pass”, was a common response to my question 
about potential border hassles and the attitude of officials. A couple of traders 
did not cross the border at all but used the services of wholesalers bringing 
commodities from the other side of the border. They consequently paid 
slightly higher prices for their items but spent less time, effort and negotiation 
acquiring them  
     Transborder trade consisted of travelling to major urban centres in neigh-
bouring countries to purchase items fetching high prices or being in poor sup-
ply in Lusaka. Johannesburg and Durban in South Africa were popular loca-
tions for blankets and kitchenware while Lubumbashi in the DRC was sought 
out for its rich supply of chitenge textiles. Other destinations were Gaborone 
in Botswana, Dar es Salaam in Tanzania and Dubai in the United Arab Emir-
ates. Two transborder traders independently described how they had arrived 
at their destinations without any preconceived plans about what to purchase 
but had simply visited markets to browse for interesting items. “I bought what 
I wanted to have in my own home”, stated one Garden trader. Their trade had 
subsequently been characterised by a trial-and-error period where the com-
mercial potential of certain items had been tested on the local market, until a 
distinct demand crystallised. 
     Cross-border and transborder trade was undertaken between longer inter-
vals, 2-4 times a year and often required at least a week of absence from the 
home. Cross-border destinations were characterised by an infrastructure ca-
tering specifically to the border region’s needs, providing cheap accommoda-
tion where traders concentrated, and transportation pick-up points in the vi-
cinity. Knowledge was essential to navigate this system. Slum dwellers en-
gaging in cross-border trade therefore often entered into collaboration with 
other cross-border traders from Lusaka, coordinating trips and exchanging in-
formation as a way to negotiate the risks and obstacles associated with the 
trade. 
     Transborder traders faced the same type of challenges, but perhaps more 
tangibly as their destinations were comprised by larger urban centres whose 
size, crowds and language barriers made them more difficult to manoeuvre. 
Just like the cross-border traders, transborder traders were typically introduced 
to the business and the destination(s) through a friend or relative, easing their 
passage and facilitating access to markets and accommodation.   
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Agriculture 
Although an overwhelming 81 percent of commercial agriculture production 
took place within the local domain, agriculture still included the highest pro-
portion of translocal economic activity. Subsistence production was an even 
more local affair, comprising 84 percent of subsistence farmers. In translocal 
agriculture, production principally occurred on land in association with a vil-
lage, or farms, which commonly referred to a small or large land holding with 
residential quarters. Conspicuously, none of the research participants with 
translocal farm holdings regarded their rural homestead as being a more per-
manent residence than their urban home. It was also very unusual for house-
hold members to spend longer periods of time on the farm than in their urban 
domicile. Even when research participants self-defined as farmers, they 
tended to regard their agricultural livelihood as a more transient part of their 
present existence than their urban life.  
 

I love my farm and sometimes I think about living there when I’m old. But 
my husband’s work is here. It is a good, reliable job. And when I am [on the 
farm], I start to think about the life we have here. It is a good life, too (Farmer, 
Garden. Spends around three months a year on the farm near Kabwe). 

 
I am farmer, I will always be a farmer for as long as I can work. It is some-

thing I know how to, and we never have to worry about getting food. But it is 
hard work. [In Lusaka] I can relax more. I sell my popcorns and fritters, I chat 
with my friends… At the farm it is just work, work, work. More and more, I 
leave the work to my children. (Farmer and vendor of popcorn and fritters, 
Bauleni. Spends between 3-4 months a year on her farm in Kasama). 

 
A Garden resident, categorising herself as a farmer, explained how she took 
full responsibility for the household’s agricultural activities, which were split 
between the farm in Kabwe, owned together with her husband; and their home 
in Garden. At the farm, she grew maize and pumpkins which were brought to 
be sold at Lusaka’s City Market. She also kept chickens, goats and cows which 
were sold as live commodities directly from the farm. During peak agricultural 
times she went to live on the farm and engaged her whole family as labourers. 
During her absences, her daughter and son-in-law in Kabwe looked after the 
farm. Most of what was produced on the farm was sold or portioned out to 
family members in return for their labour.  
     In Garden, she had claimed an empty piece of land between her rented 
home and the neighbouring house to cultivate maize, chiwawa27 and beans. 
This cultivation was entirely for her household’s own consumption. The cul-
tivation site was very exposed from the foot path that ran through the settle-
ment; theft was an issue and the open space between the houses was often 

                               
27 Pumpkin leaves 
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criss-crossed by playing children and animals roaming free. The research par-
ticipant was not particularly concerned for her domestic cultivation but opined 
that any food that would emerge from it was to be considered a bonus. 
     This tangible spatial separation between subsistence farming and commer-
cial farming was not common among other farmers with dual farming pur-
poses. Most of these concentrated their farming activities to one location, from 
which harvests were taken both to be sold and consumed privately.  
     In commercial agriculture, the produce could be taken back to Lusaka to 
be sold at the City Market, or from within the settlement. Most commonly, 
however, commercial translocal agriculture was in fact a very local affair. In-
puts such as fertilisers, seeds and pesticides were often sourced in the nearest 
town from the field28, and trading also occurred in within the local community, 
sometimes directly from the field. Translocal subsistence agriculture, how-
ever, often required the produce to be transported to the residential settlement 
in Lusaka. Produce that was taken back to Lusaka to be consumed was typi-
cally transported in bulk (like maize) or transported regularly and in smaller 
quantities (for perishable commodities).  
     As demonstrated through the examples of Elisabeth and Rachel, translocal 
farmers were distinguished by their reliance on caretakers to tend to their plots 
or animals during their long periods of absence. Often, these caretakers were 
comprised by kin. This was particularly the case if the farmland was located 
in the ancestral village. Land was often co-owned with other relatives, or ad-
joined relatives’ land. This situation elicited feelings of shared responsibility, 
which also involved obligations experienced by the research participants to-
wards their kin. Even when land in a family setting was individually owned, 
work input was typically communal. It was common for slum dwellers to visit 
their plots during critical farming phases and engage wholeheartedly in work.  
     Seasonal migration from the slum settlements to farm work locations was 
an altogether different phenomenon, in addition to a small scale one. During 
certain phases of the year, farm workers would travel to Siavonga, Kabwe or 
Mazabuka for contract work, harvesting cash crops such as coffee and cotton. 
Accommodation was typically provided and workers stayed on for weeks at a 
time until their contract expired.  

Support systems 
In chapter seven, it was observed that 27 percent of slum dwellers received 
some type of material support. Slum dwellers were often situated in multiple 
support networks at the same time, and it was not unusual for a household to 

                               
28 It should be noted that inputs were sparingly used. Commercial maize farmers, particularly 
those organised in cooperatives, frequently obtained their fertilizers and seeds from formal 
sources. That aside, it was common to use own-harvested seeds, and manure from own or 
nearby farms. Pesticides, herbicides or fungicides were not commonly applied. 
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be both sender and recipient of material inputs. Without question, the local 
arena, and especially the own residential settlements constituted the geograph-
ical centre of these links, but an interesting finding is the spatial extensiveness 
of support systems, which had a considerably more translocal scope than con-
ventional economic activities. 
     For about half of the supported household members, reliable locational data 
about the provider were missing29 and inferences should therefore be made 
with caution. Twenty-six percent of supported households received support 
from the translocal domain, of which a small proportion (4 percent) resided 
abroad (DRC, Tanzania and USA). Cash comprised the main type of support 
both from translocal and local sources.  Food support appeared to be just as 
widespread within the local as the translocal domain. It is especially important 
to emphasise the role of the intra-urban, and even intra-settlement scale for 
food support. 
     The slum dwellers’ also comprised sources of support flowing to other 
households, individuals and locations. Similarities between incoming and out-
going support flows were also very pronounced in terms of geographical 
scope, with 26 percent of remittances being directed to translocal destinations. 
It needs to be noted, however, that data regarding the nature of these interac-
tions was not collected. This means that it was not possible to determine 
whether support was sent through money transfers or couriers, or through di-
rect exchange in local or translocal domains. Hence, it cannot be established 
whether a household in, for example, Petauke, regularly receiving money from 
a household in Bauleni, obtained that income in Lusaka or Petauke, and the 
arrangements surrounding that transfer. 
     A particularly interesting phenomenon was the households and individuals 
with dual positions in the support network. These were characterised by being 
both providers and recipients of support. These positions were often – albeit 
not always – interconnected. A common variety was intergenerational support 
arrangements, where research participants took in grandchildren and assumed 
responsibility for their needs while their parents stayed and worked elsewhere, 
sending money regularly to cover their upkeep, but also to sustain the accom-
modating household. A similar arrangement consisted of orphans being sent 
to live with relatives in participant households, while other relatives contrib-
uted food and money to compensate the accommodating household for their 
trouble.  
     A different example is constituted by a Linda research participant cultivat-
ing maize in Kwampofu, near the settlement, for subsistence purposes. Some 
of the produce was distributed among her children, who in turn helped her 

                               
29 This was one of the main weaknesses in the data material. It was obvious that my instructions 
to the field assistants had not been properly conveyed. Locational references were sometimes 
presented in the form of “in the village”, “on her grandfather’s farm”, etc. Out of 119 supported 
research participants, only 54 questionnaires contained exact locational data in this regard. 
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with food in times of need. The woman underlined that the arrangement was 
not reciprocal – she would give her children maize regardless of their com-
mitment towards her, and she was certain that they thought similarly about 
their own involvement. Correspondingly, there were households situated in 
separate in- and outflows, such as one research participant describing how her 
more well-to-do sister often gave her some money, of which a part was trans-
ferred directly to her parents-in-law. In these cases, the households could be 
regarded as redistributive nodes in complex asset networks.                                                    

Other livelihoods 
Transport, construction and manufacturing were, albeit to a limited extent, 
livelihood categories with a translocal scope. Transport livelihoods held the 
greatest proportion of translocal destinations with 16 percent. A majority op-
erated on fixed routes and there were principally two types of occupations: 
truck drivers transporting cargo, and bus drivers connecting passengers with 
destinations all over the country. Construction workers, primarily bricklayers, 
constituted another group operating in the translocal domain. Just like agricul-
tural workers, their employment was often contract-based and required long-
term accommodation arrangements, with visits to the residential settlement in 
Lusaka occurring between contracts. Manufacturing livelihoods being exer-
cised outside of the local zone almost exclusively revolved around charcoal 
production in Mpande, thus accentuating the gender segmented nature of the 
charcoal trade, with men engaging in production and women in trade. 

The modes and mechanisms of (trans)local livelihood 
activities 
The focus of this chapter rests on livelihood translocality, but it is necessary 
first to reflect upon the exceedingly local nature of livelihood activities. From 
the perspective of the slum dwellers, the city emerges as a definite, material 
place providing anchoring to their spatial livelihood arrangements (see Pie-
terse, 2010). I would like to dwell a little longer on the nature of this materi-
ality. Urban materiality and its implications for social and economic life has 
been discussed, among many others, by McFarlane (2008) and Laitinen 
(2017). They regard materiality as the profoundly physical elements constitut-
ing the urban fabric, with McFarlane (2008) concentrating on infrastructure 
and Laitinen (2017) on objects such as fences and buildings. The materiality 
that I refer to is built on broader understanding of the concept, one which also 
includes more abstract features such as sounds and smells, and the presence 
of anonymous crowds of people. 
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     I have demonstrated how livelihood choice often emerged as an outcome 
of localised processes of matching and learning, emanating from the dense 
aggregations of people carrying out their everyday productive, reproductive 
and leisurely lives. The Linda trader of pre-packed chicken, for example, nar-
rated how she, over the course of some time, observed her neighbour carrying 
out a successful business venture, prompting her to replicate it. Although we 
did not go further into these occurrences during the interview, I can imagine 
how they consisted of a set of impressions that all contributed to forming a 
notion of the neighbour’s enterprise. Seeing chickens being slaughtered, 
drawn, cut and packed, and people coming and going to pick them up. Hearing 
cackling, water boiling, and voices engaged in negotiation. Smelling smoke 
and fresh entrails.30 The closeness of the houses, the foot path trafficked by 
the customers right outside her yard, enabled her to form these experiences.     
     The materiality of the settlement: the crowds, the market stalls, the baskets 
of sweet potatoes, the pots with sizzling fritters, the chitenge fabrics hanging 
from sticks attached onto open doors, provided stimuli of critical importance 
to the research participants’ livelihood decisions. The role of the immediate 
surroundings in framing livelihood choice can be connected to Gibson’s (2014 
[1979]) notion of affordances, roughly defined as “offerings of the environ-
ment” (p 59) and alluding to spatially context-specific phenomena such as re-
sources, threats and shelter. The key to affordances is that they are perceived 
directly by the observer in a manner which is not mediated by an actor, ena-
bling an “action possibility” (McGrenere & Ho, 2000:1). The link between 
taking in one’s environment and formulating a livelihood based on these stim-
uli thus corresponds to this conception. To these stimuli, it is however neces-
sary to add the existence of social interaction to fully understand localised 
livelihood decisions and practices. 
     So what were the mechanisms behind translocal livelihood activities, then? 
From an economic perspective, translocal livelihoods appeared to centre 
around two interrelated rationales: to capitalise on geographically uneven dis-
tributions of assets and supply and demand configurations, i.e.; markets (see 
Ellis, 2000; Lynch, 2004). It has been demonstrated that livelihood translocal-
ity often associated with livelihood multilocality, i.e.; executing a particular 
livelihood in more than one location (Elmhirst, 2012). The multilocality of 
Elisabeth’s and Rachel’s livelihoods was consequently based on the logic of 
differentially distributed assets, and the subsequent spatial arrangements that 
emerged constituted an effort to take advantage of this difference. It has been 
demonstrated in the previous chapter that multilocality constituted a ubiqui-
tous feature also of urban and peri-urban trade arrangements, relying on price 
differentials between particular locations. In terms of translocal trade, this in-
teraction between specialised supply locations and demand locations simply 

                               
30 This description of sights, smells and sounds is based on my own observation of the research 
participant in question performing her trade. 
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occurred on a larger scale. For Elisabeth, translocal trade included bringing 
her garments from the city, which served as the national salaula hub, therefore 
having excess supply, to the smaller, more peripheral Kabwe where demand 
was higher. Similarly, Rachel brought her agricultural produce to Lusaka ra-
ther than selling it locally because the aggregation of people and the associated 
inability of many urban residents to grow their own food increased demand 
and resulted in higher profits.  
     Slum dwellers consequently carried manufactured (but not necessarily Lu-
saka made) items to smaller Zambian cities and villages. At the same time 
unrefined food commodities from the countryside and cross-border destina-
tions, as well as charcoal from forest areas, flowed back into Lusaka in an 
almost overly clear confirmation of Lipton’s (1977) urban bias thesis. But 
streams of manufactured items also made their way into Lusaka and the slum 
settlements through the slum dwellers’ engagement with international desti-
nations, where certain commodities, such as chitenge and kitchenware, could 
be sourced more cheaply. This again underlines the heterogeneity of the slum 
population, in that a small proportion was positioned in a manner that allowed 
them to capitalise on international price differentials and undertake the long 
and often costly trips in order to do so.  
     Some of the translocal trade arrangements identified among the research 
participants resembled what Zoomers & van Westen (2011) label “corridors”; 
a concept alluding to “materialisation and institutionalisation of development 
along certain routes as the consequence of repeated (on a regular basis) mo-
bility of people, goods, capital or information” (p 381). What Zoomers & van 
Westen (2011) describe is a consolidation of movement between certain 
points, and if “development” is exchanged for “livelihood”, the concept can 
fittingly be applied to the trajectories of the charcoal trade in Mpande or cross-
border trade between Lusaka and Chipata, Chirundu and Nakonde. These 
cross-border corridors, as well as the charcoal corridor, thus represent fixed 
trajectories characterised by settled flows: traders brought money to the desti-
nations, which specialised in certain commodities, and transported these back 
to Lusaka. The degree of establishment and collective nature of these trajec-
tories is what transform them into livelihood corridors and simultaneously set 
them apart from individualised trajectories, such as Elisabeth’s Lusaka – 
Kabwe clothes trade circuit. 
     While the role of spatially uneven distributions of assets and markets in 
slum dwellers’ translocal livelihood arrangements constitutes an important ex-
planatory factor, an even more central finding is the way translocal flows of 
money and commodities were overlain by social capital; confirming the ob-
servation of Naumann & Greiner (2017). The spatial livelihood narratives of 
the research participants indicate that the special challenges connected to 
translocality were predominantly solved through social networks, either pre-
existing or emerging as a result of livelihood choice. Farmers needed caretak-
ers to look after their crops or animals during their absence; a role that was 
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typically filled by kin or acquaintances. Entrepreneurs required access to 
sleeping arrangements, means of transport and connections to suppliers and 
customers; structures that were often established by other traders (as in the 
case with the charcoal trader) and surrendered upon initiation into the group 
(see also Muzwidziva, 2015 on social networks in cross-border trade). Ab-
sences from the home; especially contentious for women, required a support 
system, either carried by family members, neighbours or close friends, to 
maintain household reproduction Security risks associated with long-distance 
travelling for women were mitigated by joining up with other women. This 
can be illustrated with the bush meat trader, who felt compelled to bring a 
friend as she carried out her illegal and risky business venture.  
     Similarly, social capital constituted a means to access land for farming 
among slum dwellers lacking the financial capacity to purchase land or nego-
tiate access through other channels. But social capital not only enabled liveli-
hood translocality; it was additionally regarded as an asset in its own right, 
providing locational fixity and generating translocality by own means. Slum 
dwellers established livelihood links with places as a result of the presence of 
social networks, like Elisabeth whose Kabwe bias in her livelihood operations 
emanated from the spatial proximity of her own and her husband’s families, 
who provided her with accommodation during visits, and were able to collect 
rent, receive delayed payments and look after the chickens during her absence.  
     In terms of economic activity, translocality nevertheless constituted a state 
of exception. Another important discovery was how the comparably diminu-
tive element of translocality in slum dwellers’ livelihood arrangements sud-
denly multiplied when adding subsidiary strategies such as support systems 
and subsistence agriculture. Overlooking these sources of provision would 
consequently result in an underestimation of the extent of translocal livelihood 
links forged by slum dwellers. In addition, support arrangements of the type 
drawn upon by the slum dwellers comprise an explicit manifestation of social 
capital, emphasising again its centrality in household sustenance. 
     In essence, the exposition of translocal livelihood arrangements serves to 
exemplify the entanglement of certain capitals with other assets, and the key 
role played by social capital (see Turner, 2007). Social capital thus condi-
tioned access to financial capital; an asset rarely obtained via formal means 
such as state grants or corporate credit systems, and natural capital, such as 
land, for commercial and subsistence farming. Furthermore, these findings as-
sociate closely with the theoretical basis of translocal geography in that mo-
bility and flows are conditioned31, i.e.; they do not occur in a vacuum but are 
contingent upon various factors such as relational affinities, contributing to 

                               
31 “Conditioned” in translocal literature does not only refer to the qualities of the places that 
serve as nodal points in these networks of flows, but also to the individual position of power 
and access to resources among actors that determine their ability to participate in movement in 
the first place (Kothari, 2003; Sheller & Urry, 2006).  
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their situatedness (Brickell & Datta, 2011). While translocal approaches have 
principally been concerned with migration, they have also demonstrated their 
worth in accounting for more the more temporary forms of mobility associated 
with translocal trade, through their emphasis of situated movements.  
     Findings also align with previous research on the spatially divided but so-
cially integrated household (Islam & Herbeck, 2013; Schöfberger, 2017; 
Ramamurthy, 2020), especially from the perspective of support systems which 
clearly indicated joint responsibility for reproduction across geographic space. 
As expected, these flows were not unidirectional (see Islam & Herbeck, 2013; 
Naumann & Greiner, 2016), nor did they express any obvious “city-to-village” 
or “destination-to-origin” bias, which has otherwise been a common research 
focus (see for example Islam & Herbeck, 2013; Ramamurthy, 2020). Remit-
tances flowed from other cities to Lusaka, such as money being sent from a 
mine working husband in Solwezi to this wife and children in Bauleni; from 
the rural village to Lusaka; and from Lusaka to towns and villages. In the sup-
port networks, the urban bias theorem was less explicit as cash, food and 
clothes were equally likely to flow to as well as from Lusaka. Similarly, there 
was ample evidence for the “mutual dependence and circulating exchange” (p 
882) described by Naumann & Greiner (2016), not least exemplified through 
the complex intergenerational care arrangements surrounding children in spa-
tially dispersed families.  
     Along the same vein, an interesting result relating to previous research on 
livelihood translocality, and especially the extensiveness of circular migration 
in sub-Saharan Africa (Potts, 2010) and Zambia in particular (Ferguson, 
1999), was the urban rootedness of farming households despite strong links 
with rural villages and farms. The fact that a majority of the members of this 
category expressed a stronger affiliation to their Lusaka home, in action as 
well as words, than to their agricultural location indicates a process of detach-
ment from their rural place of origin. Observations were too few to draw any 
far-reaching conclusion from this phenomenon, but they do imply that the im-
age of circular migrants as regarding their urban existence as predominantly 
transient (Potts, 2010) needs to be nuanced (see Nord & Byerley, 2020). At 
the same time, it needs to be acknowledged that the minor selection bias men-
tioned in the methods chapter (see Selection of research participants) may 
have resulted in households with alternative domestic affinities being slightly 
underrepresented in the material. Therefore, this particular conclusion should 
be treated with some caution. 
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Conclusion: Lusaka as a fixity of flows 
In understanding the scalar relationships between slum dwellers’ livelihoods, 
I would like to return to Simone, and especially his scholarship on the African 
city as a conjunction of movements and relations. As a point of departure, I 
refer to the following citation: 

 
Movement has long been a resource that has given shape to African cities 

and regions. It has been used as an instrument of capture and escape, manipu-
lation and autonomy. Movement is designed and deployed as methods of col-
lective action and individuation. It represents both the decline of places and the 
potentials of others, as it also makes possible the folding in of economies, lo-
cations, and identities that do not seem to be connectable. It sometimes entan-
gles vastly different trajectories, histories, needs and aspirations, and some-
times takes apart the coherence of places. Embodied with all of these dimen-
sions, movement is a critical instrument for urbanizing relations of all kinds. [-
--] Cities are mobile entities—oscillating relationalities that stretch and retract, 
include and exclude, filter and circulate (2011, p 390). 

 
Simone’s depiction of the African city as a living organism constituted by an 
amalgamation of shifting trajectories emphasises its fluidity, but also how 
therein lies its vulnerability. A place in flux, of uncertain affiliations, is also 
prone to losing its position, as is illustrated in the statement referring to the 
potential decline of places to the benefit of others. But while Lusaka clearly 
fits the description of a place of “oscillating relationalities” and a merging of 
mobilities, the trajectories of its slum dwellers tell a slightly different story. 
To further situate this story, I would like to call attention to another writing of 
Simone’s (2004): 
 

Africans are trying to forge productive connections with places and pro-
cesses beyond their immediate locations. They are migrating between and so-
journing in different cities; they are trading goods across a variety of bounda-
ries and in a range of markets (p 224). 

 
From the perspective of the research participants and their families, this de-
scription is absolutely accurate. They are forging productive connections with 
places and processes beyond their immediate locations. They are migrating 
between and sojourning in different cities; they are trading goods across a 
variety of boundaries and in a range of markets. But the key point is that while 
they do so, the city and their residential settlement remain a critical point of 
fixation. This is further underscored by the overwhelming proportion of slum 
dwellers that do not venture beyond the local in their livelihood endeavours. I 
do not dispute the conceptualisation of the African city as a mobile entity, or 
as Simone (2011) implies in the quote above, as the heart in grand circulatory 
system. But I do believe that notion needs a measure of deconstruction. To 
call on Massey’s (2018 [1993]) power-geometries, the slum dwellers as a 
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group did not appear to be advantageously positioned to initiate flows or 
movement. Movement and flows were clearly conditioned. Again, in their set-
tlements’ aggregated livelihoods portfolios, translocal activities comprised an 
exception.  
     The localness of livelihoods was reinforced through impressions based on 
the materiality of slum dwellers’ everyday environments, contributing to fix-
ing the them onto the city’s fabric. Equally significant were the proximal, so-
cial relationships overlaying it. An important point of these interactions is that 
they very clearly illustrate the element of “throwntogetherness” (Massey, 
2005) that purportedly comprises the urban condition (Amin; 2006), the coin-
cidental encounters that give rise to particular strategies of provision (Simone, 
2004). In chapter seven, I outlined how spatial proximity was important to the 
formation of social ties (see also Bjarnesen & Utas, 2018), and in this chapter, 
a dimension is added to this reality through the conclusion that those relations 
also were instrumental in generating livelihoods.  
     At the same time, social relationships were instrumental in unfixing slum 
dwellers from the urban territory and attaching them to locations beyond its 
territorial scope Social relationships were also the means through which re-
sources flowed in and out of the city.  Although the significance of the locality 
and local processes in slum dwellers’ livelihoods need to be highlighted, their 
translocal dimension should not be disregarded. It played an important role 
for individual households and actors, especially when also accounting for sup-
port networks and subsistence agriculture. For traders, it represented a path-
way to relative enrichment through higher-than-average earnings, and for 
farmers, it satisfied their direct food consumption needs, thereby making them 
less reliant on urban incomes, and provided avenues for commercialisation.  
     The slum dwellers’ strong affinity with Lusaka in combination with ele-
ments of livelihood translocality demonstrate the applicability of both rela-
tional and territorial conceptualisations of the city, as being “both in motion 
and simultaneously fixed” (McCann & Ward, 2011:xv). Again, however, I 
want to underline how being in motion is a highly relative concept. When 
framing the African city as a mobile entity (Simone, 2011), it necessary to ask: 
mobile for whom? 
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10.  Women negotiating livelihood spaces 

The trajectory of a tomato 
In the low-income settlement of Bauleni in Lusaka, Zambia, a single tomato 
may be traded up to five times (see figure 40). Each time a little value is added 
through selection, sorting, polishing and cooking, but equally important are 
the incremental steps through which it moves from the farmer’s market via 
local stands further into the heart of the settlement. Tomatoes are typically 
traded and purchased by women, and the short geographical intervals that 
characterise their progression are very much a reflection of the often rigid, 
spatiotemporal frameworks within which poor women, in Bauleni and else-
where in Zambia, carry out their lives and their livelihoods (Evans, 2015; 
Mpembamoto et al, 2017). In their everyday lives, women navigate between 
expectations of domestic responsibility and patriarchal norms controlling their 
access to public space, their mobility, and their ability to participate in com-
munity life (Anand & Tiwari, 2006; Kantor, 2004; Verrest & Post, 2007; Wan-
gui, 2014). These boundaries are what makes these vegetable businesses fea-
sible – women with oppressive schedules do not have the time to go to the 
main market just to save a few kwacha but prefer to buy their dinner ingredi-
ents locally. Conversely, these boundaries are also what restrict women from 
carrying out a more profitable trade that would, for example, involve buying 
directly from the producer. 
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Figure 40. The trajectory of a tomato. Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar 
Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, 
IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community 

Introduction 
This chapter is based on a study of spatial livelihood arrangements and loca-
tional decision-making among women living in low-income settlements in Lu-
saka. The study was guided by two main purposes: to map and describe these 
women’s livelihood locations, and to unveil the rationalities and motives in-
fluencing their locational decision-making processes.   
     The tomato trade example illustrates the multiple considerations that nec-
essarily frame female slum dwellers’ choice of livelihood locations: gendered 
constraints, economic cost-benefit analysis, time consumption – considera-
tions that we still know very little about. This is especially valid with reference 
to how these factors intersect with the slum context and its constitutive com-
ponents – poverty, informality, insufficient service delivery and high popula-
tion densities (Chant, 2014; Chant & McIlwaine, 2016; UN-Habitat, 2003).  
     Previous studies on livelihoods and space from the perspective of women 
in low-income settlements have focused on physical segmentation and narrow 
geographic job search ranges as a result of reproductive burdens (Mitra, 2005); 
the centrality of home-based enterprises (Mpembamoto et al, 2017; Verrest & 
Post, 2007); a limited labour market scope due to transport deprivation and 
domestic responsibility (Anand & Tiwari, 2006; Salon & Gulyani, 2010);  the 
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role of mobility for livelihood profitability (Mandel, 2006) and the interaction 
between the physical environment, reproductive responsibility and labour 
market participation (Chant, 2014; Sunikka-Blank, Bardhan & Haque, 2019). 
Nonetheless, detailed accounts of spatial livelihood arrangements remain rare, 
including the range of motivational deliberations that generate and reinforce 
them.   
     Beebeejaun (2017) argues that a “greater engagement with everyday spa-
tial practices provides critical insights into how claims to urban space [---] are 
inherently gendered”. By engaging with the spatial trajectories emerging from 
livelihood activities of women in slums, whether everyday or infrequent, and 
whether in urban space or beyond, this chapter sets out to unpack these pro-
cesses of spatial claim-making. 

Livelihood spatiality among female slum dwellers  

 
Figure 41. Research participants’ livelihood locations on different scales 

Figure 41 provides an overview of the research participants’ livelihood loca-
tions on the local, national and international scale. In this section, these live-
lihood arrangements are described and exemplified in great detail together 
with the motives making up locational decision-making. The narratives of the 
research participants indicated that the spatiality of their livelihood activities 
could be divided into the interlinked components of location and mobility. 
Locational decision-making thus encompassed the conception of suitable lo-
cations and the ability to move between them.  
    Livelihoods were divided into entrepreneurial activities, salary work and 
farming on the basis that they related to space in different ways, and conse-
quently generated different spatial arrangements. Business activities refer to 
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economic activities, such as the production of services or goods, for profit 
(ILO, undated). Only commodity-oriented businesses were encountered dur-
ing the survey. Business activities have been broken down into four different 
components: acquisition of inputs, refinement of inputs, storage, and trading. 
Each of these activities associate with place according to a distinct logic, such 
as demand and supply configurations; regulatory framework; and social 
norms. As a result, business activities demonstrated more complex, multilocal 
spatial arrangements than salary work and farming. 
     Salary work is in this chapter is regarded as producing goods or services 
for pay, i.e., in return for a salary (ILO, undated). With reference to farming, 
a line was drawn between agriculture supplementing the household’s diet, ag-
riculture making a significant contribution to the household’s economy 
through satisfying a part of its food needs (subsistence farming), and agricul-
ture functioning as a dominant, income-generating livelihood activity. Only 
the two latter strategies are considered in this chapter. 

Entrepreneurial activities 
Supplier locations 
Supplier locations refer to the places where the research participants obtained 
inputs. Examples of locations were, for example, the City Market for food 
commodities; the Kamwala shop cluster for non-food items, and local farms 
for fresh agricultural produce. There was considerable variation in the spatial 
arrangements framing supply. Most research participants reported a relatively 
limited spatial range in sourcing for inputs, but significant exceptions were 
also encountered.  
     Business women with only one livelihood location – generally a food stall, 
bar, grocery stand or shop – tended to organise inputs to be delivered directly 
to their vending site. This strategy of stationary supply could only be deployed 
by women whose businesses were of a scale that could support the associated 
extra cost. Bar owners selling branded alcohol received free deliveries from 
the brewery outlets, but other types of goods often required private agreements 
with relatives or reliable acquaintances who would perform the service for a 
nominal fee. The few women who made use of this design were often older 
and motivated their choice with poor health and vulnerability brought on by 
old age, making travelling risky and inconvenient. Others would remark that 
their time was precious and more efficiently utilised when trading. Leaving 
their vending site would mean temporary cessation of business which would 
have a larger impact on daily profits than the extra cost associated with direct 
delivery. A third group referred to their family situation, where disability or 
illness among family members prevented them from leaving their home for 
longer intervals. 
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     Research participants choosing to obtain their inputs from within the set-
tlement (intra-settlement supply) stated profitability as one of their main ra-
tionales. This group of women often referred to insurmountable transport costs 
as “eating the profit” and thus saw no reason to travel to acquire items which 
could just as easily be sourced internally. Also research participants selling 
refined food commodities, such as pastries and home-made beverages, typi-
cally preferred buying ingredients within the settlement. This was done to 
avoid having to carry or transport heavy, bulky sacks of flour or sugar across 
town, particularly in the light of small price differentials. It can also be at-
tributed to the fact that refined food commodities in general was perceived to 
generate higher profits than unrefined products, hence reducing the im-
portance of the marginal added value that sourcing inputs elsewhere would 
bring. 
     Extra-settlement supply entailed sourcing inputs outside the research par-
ticipant’s residential settlement. For research participants residing in Garden, 
the most centrally located settlement, acquiring supplies from the city market 
was nearly standard, but considerably less so for Linda and Bauleni residents. 
Exclusive availability of specialized food commodities, such as kapenta (dried 
juvenile fish) and beans at the city market, constituted an important incentive 
for livelihood related, extra-settlement mobility from these areas. Research 
participants sourcing food items from locations outside the settlements, 
whether from the city market or peri-urban farms, indicated better quality of 
produce and lower prices as their main motives. 
     Women with higher turnover were more likely to obtain their supply from 
specialized sources rather than locally. For example, one research participant 
in Bauleni running a thriving braai (barbecue) stand regularly travelled to 
other side of town with the sole purpose of purchasing cheap, high-quality 
pork, despite pork being readily available at the local market. Several of these 
research participants described certain locations as commodity-coded. This 
means that they specialised in the production and handling of particular com-
modities, and that nearly everyone involved in a specific type of enterprise 
would at least know about its existence and, if possible, endeavour to acquire 
their inputs from there.  
     Cross-border trade and transborder trade was exercised by a small num-
ber of research participants and largely encompassed travelling to border posts 
and urban centres in neighbouring countries (for a more extensive account of 
this type of international trade, see chapter 9). In most cases, the choice of 
supply location was solely based on economic returns, since a majority of the 
research participants had no particular connection to these sites. They had usu-
ally been introduced to the trade by friends or relatives and had therefore been 
able take advantage of the pre-existing social and spatial arrangements ena-
bling the business. This included tapping in on knowledge about border cross-
ing strategies, negotiation and price levels; as well as utilising transportation 
and accommodation networks.  
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     A majority of research participants appeared to have a relatively fixed re-
lationship to their supply location. This means that they had accepted the trav-
elling, the quality of the location and associated proceedings as an integral 
part of their livelihood execution and were not actively looking to change this 
situation. Some expressed a type of social embeddedness, in the sense that 
they had formed a mutual dependency relationship with a particular supplier. 
The raison d’être of these arrangements involved being able to negotiate better 
prices, buy on credit, and receive other forms of special treatment. These in-
cluded: being notified when a new batch of commodities had arrived; having 
the supplier reserve and put away popular items despite high demand; being 
offered to choose first among the merchandise; or having exclusive access to 
the commodities of highest quality. Nevertheless, there were also research 
participants who received no particular advantage from using the same sup-
plier, and those who saw clear benefits from having multiple sources. For ex-
ample, one research participant remarked that constantly seeking out new sup-
pliers lacking the routine and customer base of more established colleagues 
made it easier for her to secure better deals. 
     With regards to attitudes towards the travelling required for the acquisition 
of supplies, two very clear camps crystallised. First, there were those who 
thought of it favourably, and in particular as an opportunity to get out and 
experience something different from their everyday routine. One research par-
ticipant narrated how she would stroll leisurely around the marketplace, look-
ing at all the merchandise on display, chatting with the hawkers and having 
no rush whatsoever to fill her baskets. Others considered it an infringement on 
their time, which they would rather devote to more treasured – or pressing – 
pastimes.  

Trading locations  
The selling was principally carried out in the research participants’ own set-
tlements and in the majority of cases from or in very close proximity to the 
home. This was particularly relevant for women who traded on a daily basis. 
Vending sites were typically made up by a makeshift stall or stand by the 
roadside or in someone’s yard, or less frequently by a permanent structure 
such as a shop. It could also entail selling directly from the ground, or from a 
container while being on the move. 
     Homebased vending was by far the most popular locational strategy. Two 
particular incentives emerged: economic viability and the need to fulfil repro-
ductive duties. Most of the research participants described their choice of lo-
cation as a strategy to cut costs, since using their own premises meant saving 
on the fees associated with selling in the marketplace or rent from selling in a 
shop. Nevertheless, an even more fundamental rationale behind the decision 
to use the home arena, or locations in the absolute vicinity, was the fact that it 
allowed productive and reproductive activities to mix. Many women stated 
this to be crucial for the continued existence of their enterprises. The choice 
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of enterprise was therefore extensively a function of its locational properties. 
It opened up opportunities and spaces for cleaning, cooking and keeping an 
eye on the children, while simultaneously engaging in trade. This is depicted 
in the following quote: 
 

[I] will hear “hodi!32” and go and sell. And then just come back here and do 
the cleaning, the cooking. It’s different when [I am] going far. The children 
will starve, the place will look very dirty (Woman selling groceries from a 
small stand outside her yard in Bauleni) 

 
Unlike many other types of livelihoods, homebased trade combined well with 
caring for infants. Research participants stated that with this arrangement, 
pregnancy did not have to present an obstacle for income generation. In addi-
tion, it usually involved having family members nearby. This entailed greater 
flexibility: in case one needed to leave the vending site, there would often be 
someone at home to keep an eye on the goods. There would also be a people 
around to assist with chores, or to run errands if needed. Another significant 
asset associated with homebased business activities was the sense of security 
and relaxation associated with being on your own turf. This became evident 
during observations where I noticed my research participants laughing, joking 
and even dancing with family members while trading. One trader remarked: 
 

[A]t the market, I would spend my time just sitting there and I would have 
to do my house chores when I come back. And very tired. Even for children, I 
won’t have time! When the child comes from school and needs help with 
homework, I would not have that time. Because I’m tired! You want to rest! 
Now at home, you’d be working, relaxed, selling people, doing house chores… 
Much better! (Grocery shop owner, shop located in home premises, Bauleni). 

 
An increased sense of security could also emerge from not having to sell from 
locations with plenty of public exposure. The home with its walls, doors and 
private spaces generally invoked a feeling of being safe among most research 
participants. Nevertheless, this connection was not always clear-cut. A re-
search participant selling kitchen utensils from inside her home in Linda nar-
rated how a customer had seized the opportunity to take inventory of her val-
uables and report to a local gang, who burgled her home while she was away. 
Another research participant, however, running a night-time braai business, 
described how the location just outside her home enabled her to continue sell-
ing even during hours when it was generally regarded as unsafe for people to 
move around freely. It thus allowed her to target people returning home after 
the bars had closed, without significant risk for her own well-being.  
     Intra-settlement vending occurred on a continuum ranging from businesses 
being run just outside the dwelling, to those encountered up to a half an hour’s 

                               
32 Polite address to announce one’s presence. 
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walk from the home. In between these “extremes”, there were numerous mi-
cro-spatial arrangements based on unique sets of circumstances and rationales. 
Products could be sold in a corner shop attached to the home; placed at the 
roadside within or outside of looking range from the home; at a small, im-
promptu marketplace at the corner of one’s neighbourhood; at the main thor-
oughfare some distance from one’s home; at the central market place; or from 
the ground at the outskirts of the settlement where farmers off-loaded their 
trucks. Similar to the motives of homebased vendors, these designs were pre-
dominantly built around economic considerations unfolding within a more or 
less rigid gender framework stipulating women’s social roles. However, these 
reasonings were also intersected by a multitude of other conditions reflecting 
the exclusiveness of each research participant’s situation. The examples below 
serve to illustrate this point. 
     One vegetable vendor in Linda who was selling from a wooden bench by 
a foot path passing through her neighbourhood reported that she would much 
rather have run her business from her home but was forbidden to so by her 
landlord. She had settled for that road because it was relatively near her home, 
enabling her to leave her station for the preparation of meals. She mentioned 
that some of the other roadside locations in her neighbourhood were commod-
ity-coded, meaning that they only specialised in one or a few items. This sys-
tem was partly upheld by the traders who would look unfavourably upon com-
modity mixing. It was simultaneously perpetuated by the consumers who 
would only be seeking them out for the purpose of obtaining that particular 
commodity.  
     Another vegetable vendor, operating from Bauleni, explained how she 
would divide her trading between locations based on the perishability of her 
items. Most vegetables were sold from the stand at the entrance of her yard, 
except for avocadoes which she traded from a chitenge fabric on the ground 
at the farmer’s trucks landing site.  According to her experience, ripe avoca-
does easily became damaged during the walk from the farmer’s market to her 
home, thus depreciating significantly in value.  
     Another Bauleni research participant described how she, through the nature 
of her livelihood, had no room for manoeuvre whatsoever in her locational 
decision-making. In contrast to the traders who would purchase items directly 
from the farmers and then dispose with them in whatever way they saw fit, 
her only option was to sell vegetables on the behalf of the farmers themselves. 
This entailed receiving a box of vegetables which she agreed to sell for a par-
ticular amount, which would then be handed over to the farmer at the end of 
the day. In exchange, she was allowed to keep the extra profits that she man-
aged to acquire from the trade. Since this type of transaction was based on 
trust, she was unable to leave the off-loading site until the money had been 
handed over, or she would risk being accused of theft and lose her livelihood 
entirely.      
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     For non-food items, an alternative marketing strategy entailed the extra-
settlement vending of urban-sourced goods in smaller urban centres or villages 
and was usually exercised sporadically. Conspicuously, in none of these cases 
was the choice of vending locations primarily livelihood based. Basically, this 
means that trading had been taken up as a response to an already existing need 
to travel; either to visit close relatives or to cultivate one’s piece of land. In 
this regard, the decision to become involved in trading was based on the emer-
gence of an opportunity brought about by demand and supply imbalances be-
tween Lusaka and the rest of the country. As a result, making necessary ar-
rangements, such as finding a cheap and safe place to stay, was rarely an issue 
since these structures were already in place. The research participant’s social 
embeddedness with her destination also meant that the initial links of a cus-
tomer network was already established. In some cases, the enterprise remained 
a secondary activity, subordinate to the purpose of visiting family or seeing to 
the crops. In other cases, the enterprise took on a life of its own, producing 
new mobility needs and becoming more or equally important to the original 
rationale behind travelling. 
     Selling was predominantly stationary, but there were also examples of mo-
bile vending strategies. Among these was ambulant hawking, where the re-
search participant would move around in public areas, often in transport hubs 
and along major thoroughfares, offering snacks from bags or baskets carried 
on the head. Another approach consisted of door-to-door trading where poten-
tial customers were targeted directly in their homes. These are examples of 
opportunistic trading methods, in contrast to more strategic methods which 
involved making arrangements to deliver commodities to consumers. Their 
choice of location would commonly rely on two critical factors: good trans-
portation access and high demand. But also social factors had an impact. One 
research participant, who lived in a very crowded dwelling, would prepare her 
snacks at her mother’s more spacious home in a different part of town. Rather 
than having to transport her heavy basket to another part of town, and in the 
process compromising the freshness of her commodities, she had chosen her 
mother’s home as her trading departure point. 
     During the interviews, it became obvious that the research participants held 
clear and consistent views about the profitability of different business loca-
tions. They knew well which spatial arrangements would yield the highest 
profit and tried to make the best locational decision within their own unique 
framework of opportunity and constraint. There were those who were clearly 
dissatisfied with their choice of business venue but saw themselves lacking 
either the financial means or personal freedom to take their trading activities 
elsewhere. Their complaint was primarily economic, in the sense that the lo-
cation itself did not generate enough customers. This predominantly applied 
to research participants with businesses located deep inside the neighbour-
hoods some distance from major thoroughfares. They reported  business to 
fluctuate wildly over the month, with the peak just after salaries had been paid 
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at the month’s end. But an inferior location could also be offset by a strong 
social network. One research participant explained how she had taken over 
her trading location from her mother, who was well-known and respected in 
the community. She retained her consumer base and worked hard to make 
them feel welcome, resulting in customers seeking her out especially despite 
merchandise being more easily accessible and marketed at the same price else-
where. 
     Nonetheless, most research participants appeared content with their posi-
tion and considered it to be the best option under the circumstances. A major-
ity appeared to have a special attachment to their trading spot which had de-
veloped through regular use. It represented a personal territory, especially in 
public environments, from which one could watch the world go by while do-
ing something of importance to oneself and one’s family.  These sentiments 
were particularly tangible among vendors with some type of material structure 
from which they were selling.  
     Several of the research participants found the social aspects of trading en-
joyable. They appreciated watching other people’s everyday lives from a dis-
tance, as well as interacting with passers-by and regular customers. An im-
portant reason behind the development of a special bond to the vending site 
was the relationships that they formed with other trading women in the vicin-
ity. Especially among research participants selling in proximity to other trad-
ers, important social networks had been established that created a sense of 
community.     

Refinement and storage 
Enterprises requiring any kind of refinement or preparation of items also had 
particular locational requirements. While some were more easily combined 
with the vending location, especially if this was in association with the home, 
others necessitated visits to certain parts of town or the community. Brewing, 
baking, tailoring, knitting, and cooking were activities that rarely demanded 
additional mobility. This also pertained to slaughtering and cutting up chick-
ens, and sorting bulk commodities into smaller quantities, as well as packing 
them. These chores were typically carried out in the home, or in rare cases, at 
that of a relative or neighbour.  
     In contrast, agricultural produce such as peanuts or maize had to be brought 
to millers near the city market, or to local millers if produced in rural locations, 
in order to be turned into paste or flour. These locations were firmly integrated 
into the livelihood itself in the sense that its very existence depended on hav-
ing access to them. The research participant therefore did not have access to a 
palette of locations to consider and choose from but had to adapt or abandon 
her livelihood. 
     Non-perishable commodities were either stored in the home or in the shop. 
Perishable items were typically discarded at the end of the day and only in 
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exceptional cases resold at a lower price the next day. Convenience and secu-
rity were referred to as the most important reasons behind home storage. 

Salary work 
Employment was, with few exceptions, informal and low-skilled, with an em-
phasis on domestic services and seasonal agriculture. Very few of the em-
ployed research participants reported carrying out work in multiple locations. 
A significant exception was constituted by the Linda agricultural workers who 
generally engaged in two different types of labour. The surrounding large-
scale farms hired them seasonally on short-term contracts, which entailed 
working a few weeks for one corporation and switching to the next when the 
contract ran out. This was supplemented by irregular piecework, remunerated 
in cash or kind, on land cultivated by local, small-scale farmers.  
    In all settlements, piecework composed the major reason behind occupa-
tional multilocality. This is understandable, given the transient and sporadic 
nature of this kind of work. Generally, non-agricultural piecework consisted 
of laundry and cleaning services performed in a number of clients’ homes on 
a regular basis, most typically a half- or full day per week or every second 
week. The clients normally comprised slightly better-off households within 
the settlement, or households in adjacent middle- and high-income residential 
areas.  
     These middle- and high-income neighbourhoods also absorbed a signifi-
cant share of the female labour force into domestic service, most notably as 
maids. In rare cases, the research participants would rotate between two em-
ployers in two different locations, but for most of the time, domestic work 
involved one single workplace. An obvious spatial pattern could be discerned 
for domestic services: workplaces were clustered around the residential settle-
ment and never in parts of the city which required more than an hour’s walking 
time. According to the research participants, there was no use trying to find 
work in a location further away from the settlement, since salary levels were 
believed to be roughly the same all over the city. Consequently, women de-
ployed narrow search ranges, as expanding the radius would only result in 
higher transportation costs or longer travel time without a corresponding sal-
ary compensation. It also became evident that employment opportunities were 
principally announced through word of mouth from maids working in the 
same area. The employer might mention that a neighbour or acquaintance had 
decided to employ new maid and ask outright if their staff might know some-
one reliable. Information could also be passed on spontaneously between 
staffs of different households. As a result, information was transferred through 
very localised information loops, ensuring local matches of employers with 
employees. 
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     Women in formal employment tended to work as sale or service staff in 
malls, lodges and restaurants. Particularly the more skilled research partici-
pants usually had longer commutes but were also able to spend money on 
transport as a result of higher wages. They were therefore at greater liberty to 
choose livelihood according to preference rather than local availability. In 
contrast, a substantial share of the low-education and low-skill research par-
ticipants declared availability as being their primary factor behind their liveli-
hood choice. This notion cut through livelihoods, meaning that accessibility 
determined the adoption of a particular livelihood among farm workers and 
domestic workers alike. This should also be interpreted as location being par-
amount among many other factors in shaping livelihood strategies, aside from 
skill level and structural factors such as gender typing.    

Farming 
Commercial farming occupies a borderline niche in the sense that it includes 
elements of marketing extending into entrepreneurial activities. Agricultural 
produce was commonly marketed according to the spatial designs described 
in the business activities section. For commercial maize producers, however, 
the state-run Food Reserve Agency or private wholesalers would arrange pick-
ups directly to the production sites. 
     While large-scale urban agriculture did take place within the Lusaka ad-
ministrative border, typically on unused plots in the city’s peripheral settle-
ments, crop production would commonly occur in designated agricultural land 
in rural or peri-urban settings. A few farmers referred to the obsolete prohibi-
tion of maize cultivation in urban areas based on the disproved assumption 
that water pockets in the stem promoted the spread of malaria (see Simatele 
& Binns, 2007). Intra-settlement maize cultivation proliferated on vacant sur-
faces in all research locations, but a group of women still motivated their ac-
quisition of agricultural land outside Lusaka partly with the inability to culti-
vate on their home plot. Similar arguments were brought up with regards to 
rules against large livestock keeping. 
     Linda research participants had access to farmland in the vicinity of the 
settlement, often on government or private land made available for free. Re-
search participants cultivating farmland in relative proximity to Lusaka, such 
as in Chongwe, Kabwe, Monze, Mazabuka and Kafue, had often acquired the 
land as an investment and did not have any previous connection to the site. 
Conversely, farmland disposed of further away was commonly inherited 
and/or shared between family members in the ancestral village. In these cases, 
agricultural production entailed the maintenance and strengthening of social 
bonds.  
     In contrast to business locations, farming sites, especially on own land, 
were often the outcome of conjugal – whether equally balanced or not - deci-
sion-making. Or, as previously mentioned, they were passed on from relatives 
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through inheritance. In either case, their acquisition was not the result of in-
dependent reasoning among the research participants. This was instead – to a 
smaller or greater extent – transferred to decision-making surrounding its use. 
In a majority of the households, women took greater responsibility for agri-
cultural activities than male spouses. It was common for the research partici-
pants to spend extended periods of time at the production site (normally in a 
nearby village or settlement) away from Lusaka during critical agricultural 
phases, such as planting, weeding and harvesting.    
     The frequency of visits was not solely determined by seasonal needs. As 
was revealed in the section on entrepreneurship, rationales around visits to see 
to the crops often became intertwined with other business decisions, or famil-
ial priorities. These circumstances commonly intersected with other factors, 
such as poverty. One Bauleni research participant breeding chickens in Mi-
kango Barracks, located a two-hour drive from the settlement, stated that she 
was forced to visit her chickens several times a week as a result of not being 
able to afford to build proper coops. This made the chickens prone to wander-
ing off or being attacked by birds of prey, and therefore in need of constant 
attention.  
     Animal husbandry was exercised according to a slightly different spatial 
pattern compared to crop productions. Ruminants were typically kept in rural 
locations and were looked after by relatives or caretakers. Few research par-
ticipants reported ruminant ownership, but those who did rarely participated 
in the care or handling of the animals, but only showed up for the slaughtering 
and selling. Chickens and ducks, having small space requirements, were often 
kept within the settlement, in the research participant’s own home or that of a 
close relative. Also large scale chicken breeding was exercised at home, fre-
quently among research participants with large properties with access to a 
shed.  

Understanding locational decision-making 
The study indicates that the research participants exercised a variety of spatial 
arrangements in the execution of their livelihood strategies. This was partly a 
reflection of the heterogeneity among the populations in the settlements, as 
often emphasised in the literature (see for example UN-Habitat, 2003). As 
noted, livelihood spatiality was closely associated with livelihood type, with 
entrepreneurial activities requiring different arrangements than salary work 
and farming. Spatial decision-making typically incorporated two aspects: the 
actual location and its inherent qualities, and the mobility required to move 
between the location and the home. With reference to commercial crop pro-
duction, the location was rarely the outcome of active choice but predeter-
mined through generational ownership or availability through social connec-
tions, although exceptions did occur. For salary work, locational decision-
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making revolved around a predefined search space, with exact location being 
the result of actual availability (Mitra, 2005). Entrepreneurs, on the other 
hand, had more flexibility in terms of locational decision-making, although 
this flexibility was heavily conditioned by competing priorities. The material 
also demonstrate that locational decision-making often comprised a continu-
ous, rather than a singular, process, characterised by regular weighing of op-
tions intertwined with gradual habituation. Decision-making could be oppor-
tunistic (Brioch & Byron, 2004), as in selecting locations on the basis of eco-
nomic optimum within a personal framework of opportunity and constraint. It 
could be pragmatic (ibid), exemplified through the adoption of livelihoods 
aligned with already existing mobility and locational needs. It could precede 
the formulation of a livelihood strategy, as in adjusting livelihood activity in 
response to opportunity and access within a given area (Mitra, 2005). It could 
also emerge as an outcome of livelihood choice. 
     Despite the diversity in spatial livelihood arrangements, the research par-
ticipants’ locational decision-making predominantly encompassed two crucial 
dimensions: economic rationality and gender. In addition to these, factors re-
lated to regulatory framework, social networks and emotional attachment con-
tributed to influencing locational choices. 

Economic rationality 
As outlined in the theoretical overview, economic rationality constitutes a pil-
lar in approaches to locational decision-making (Gunnerud, 1997; Rahman & 
Kabir, 2019). The importance of this dimension was confirmed through the 
perceptions about affordability, profitability and economic returns that perme-
ated the research participants’ deliberations about the spatiality of livelihood 
operations. For low-skill salary workers, particularly in domestic employ-
ment, there was little to gain from expanding search ranges as salary levels 
was perceived to be similar across Lusaka. The situation was different for 
workers with a higher skill portfolio, whose longer commutes where compen-
sated by increased returns through higher salaries. The connection between 
returns and commuting distance has been described by Preston & McLafferty 
(1999) and applies also in this context. 
     Examples of entrepreneurs’ economic rationales included fidelity or non-
fidelity to suppliers to negotiate better deals and using the home as a livelihood 
location for reasons of cost-efficiency. It was clear that mobility, particularly 
long-distance but also within the greater Lusaka area, constituted a strategy to 
profit from differential supply and demand configurations. This finding reso-
nates with Mandel’s (2006) study from Benin, in which she argues that spatial 
mobility was a key factor in trade-based livelihood profitability. Taking ad-
vantage of locational price differentials was crucial to overcome competition, 
especially in overcrowded sectors. Nevertheless, these opportunities were out 
of reach for many of the research participants, who were unable to raise the 
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start-up capital required to access public transport, as noted by Anand & Ti-
wari (2006) in their study of women in low-income settlements in India. Pirie 
(2014) refers to this situation as mobility deprivation, understood as the ina-
bility to afford the transport required to access more lucrative livelihoods. An 
interesting observation is that some research participants, potentially able to 
afford local transport, perceived the associated costs to outweigh the profit 
they were able to command from obtaining their inputs from specialised 
sources. 
     Issues of affordability did not only affect mobility, but also access to prof-
itable locations in the research participants’ vicinity. A large segment of en-
trepreneurs thus found themselves in relatively unprofitable locations but 
claimed to be unable to afford the fees associated with locations with more 
commercial potential, such as the marketplace. This corresponded to a spatial 
poverty trap, where the lack of means prevented access to locations and mo-
bilities through which such means could be accumulated (see Jalan & Raval-
lion, 2002).      

Gender constraints 
Gender constrained the spatial execution of livelihoods through principally 
two mechanisms: directly through patriarchal control and indirectly through 
expectation of the fulfilment of reproductive duties, augmenting women’s 
time-burdens. Patriarchal control was typically executed by male, senior 
household members, most commonly the husband, and involved ascertaining 
that women remained within their socially assigned gender roles. In this study, 
it was noted that women living in conjugal relations often reported initial sus-
picion from their spouses towards their livelihood-related mobility. Liveli-
hoods that required longer absences from the home were particularly conten-
tious as they not only infringed on the “natural order” of operation in the 
household, but also on the spouse’s ability to oversee the activities of his part-
ner. As one remarked: 
 

When I was living with my husband, I would never have been able to [travel 
regularly to Tanzania]. He would have been too jealous. Where did you sleep? 
Who did you see? He would have taken his jealousy out on me. (Cross-border 
trader, Garden).  

 
The trader described a situation where her ex-husband’s urge to control her 
movements exposed her to the threat of domestic violence. This is an extreme 
display of patriarchal control and while not unique, most women subjected to 
masculine power based on the naturalised notion of men’s given status as the 
households’ primary authority (see Kantor, 2009).  
     With regards to intra-household power dynamics, the gender system appar-
ently varied in rigidity. There were women whose partners supported their 
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livelihood ventures wholeheartedly, including their full mobility needs. There 
were also cases were partners changed position and laxed their authority after 
realising the extent of the provisioning associated with their partner’s eco-
nomic activities. This can be interpreted as male heads of the household mak-
ing trade-offs between lack of control and increased standard of living, and/or 
increasing respect from regarding the partner as an equal (or superior) pro-
vider. More importantly, these developments indicate that norms circumscrib-
ing women’s mobility should be seen as fluid and prone to change in response 
to female agency, albeit within limits and subjected to individual variation. 
Studies on intra-household power relations demonstrate that economic activ-
ity, particularly through control over resources, may impact positively on 
women’s ability to make independent decisions and improves their position in 
the household (Agarwal, 2011; Doss, 2013; Kabeer, 1999). However, this con-
nection is complex and evidence from Bangladesh indicate that income gen-
eration is not always sufficient to address more coercive aspects of patriarchal 
power displays, including the ability of women to work outside the home (Ka-
beer, 2017). 
     Societal demands on women as the household’s primary caregivers consti-
tuted a greater challenge to livelihood-related mobility than patriarchal con-
trol. Limited search ranges for salary work, intra-settlement supply locations, 
and home-based and intra-settlement trading locations reflected to a great ex-
tent women’s spatial confinement as an outcome of significant reproductive 
workloads. Research continuously provides ample evidence for this link (see 
for example Blackden & Morris-Hughes, 1993; Chant & Mcilwaine, 2013; 
Semyonov & Lewin-Epstein, 1991; Hanson & Pratt, 1995; Spain, 2014; Ver-
rest & Post, 2007) 
     That women’s increased participation in the labour market is not met by a 
concomitant involvement of men in domestic work, thus augmenting 
women’s total workload, is not unique for this study, but has been documented 
widely (see for example Baxter et al, 2013; Bee & Vogel, 1997). In this study, 
maintaining household responsibility while pursuing a livelihood effectively 
increased women’s time poverty, as it reduced the time available for rest and 
leisure (Bardasi and Wodon, 2006). For women whose livelihood activities 
required them to be absent from the home, compensatory measures included 
waking up very early in the morning (between 3:30 and 5:00 am) in order to 
prepare breakfast, clean the house, sweep the ground in front of the house and 
wash the dishes. This strategy, involving the playing by the rules set by a heg-
emonic gender system in compensation for the ability to pursue one’s goals, 
corresponds well to the concept of ‘patriarchal bargain’ coined by Kandeyoti 
(1988). 
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Regulatory framework 
It was evident that women’s spatial livelihood arrangements, particularly 
those revolving around farming and trade, were alternately hampered and as-
sisted by formal rules and tacit understandings regulating the use of space. 
This included the prohibition against large livestock keeping in the residential 
settlements, and the notion of restrictions on maize cultivation. 
     As demonstrated, property relations and tenure status also impacted on 
women’s livelihood spatiality, with landlords prohibiting hawking in the area 
of residence, thus forcing the tenant to seek suitable locations elsewhere. The 
offloading site of lorries bringing agricultural produce to Bauleni was pri-
vately owned, with the owner imposing fees on hawkers and prohibiting the 
erection of permanent structures, which also prompted some research partici-
pants to conduct their trade in other locations. Marketplaces were generally 
governed by formal and informal rules depending on location. Access to the 
official marketplaces in the research locations was formalised, but exclusion 
appeared to be mainly connected to the fees rather than to barriers like lack of 
information and knowledge, or social ties. Impromptu marketplaces charac-
terised by clusters of traders along, for example, main access roads did not 
require fees or negotiation of entry but seemed to operate according to the 
logic of first-come-first-served. Anybody attempting to squeeze in a stall on 
an empty spot was generally tolerated, as long as the structure did not interfere 
with the flows of pedestrian and vehicle traffic. In a study from urban markets 
in Ghana, Sowatey et al (2018) described marketplaces as surrounded by rigid 
entry barriers, demanding high degrees of social ties and capital to negotiate 
access. A tentative explanation to the difference in results, contextual varia-
tion notwithstanding, could be that the markets in the research locations oper-
ated on a smaller scale, constituting centres of commerce for the residential 
settlement only, in relation to the more centrally located markets with more 
lucrative, and therefore more competitive, locations. 
     The practice of commodity-coding of certain locations constituted an in-
formal regulation upheld by both traders and consumers, encouraging the clus-
tering of vendors of specific commodities while excluding vendors of other 
commodities from the same spaces.  
     A factor never explicitly mentioned by the research participants but never-
theless having a major impact on their livelihood locations was the existence 
of unregulated spaces in their home settlements. They primarily consisted of 
roads and foot paths but also unused land in front of people’s dwellings. Some 
places were clearly off-bounds, like for example the spaces in direct associa-
tion with permanent shops and institutions like banks or the local police office. 
In general, however, once the geographical scope of livelihood operations had 
been established with regards to the research participant’s personal framework 
of opportunity and constraint, gaining access to the desired location was gen-
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erally a non-issue (unless interfering with previously mentioned property re-
lations and official spaces). Similar inferences have been made by Verrest & 
Post (2007), establishing a difference in formal status depending on main road 
versus back road locations. 
     The findings referring to locational decision-making in relation to space 
regulations fit well with a description by Lindell (2019) of urban spaces in 
low-income countries as regulated in a highly uneven manner. The research 
areas contained a patchwork of various formal and informal regulatory ar-
rangements that the research participants became familiar with through expe-
rience and exposure. An important conclusion is that the lack of regulation 
surrounding some spaces in the settlement actually enabled women to carry 
out livelihood activities adjusted to their everyday realities. As previously 
mentioned, however, these sites were often (although not always) less profit-
able than official marketplaces, thus providing a greater challenge to liveli-
hood sustainability. 
     Similarly, the livelihood narratives align with descriptions of “grey spaces” 
(see Förster & Ammann, 2018; McFarlane & Waiban, 2014) conceived as 
spaces outside formal regulations but nevertheless surrounded by their own 
rigid logics around entry, access and use. 

Social networks, social bonds and place attachment      
The importance of social networks for women’s livelihood spatialities (Han-
son & Pratt, 1988; Mitra, 2005) appeared to be valid also in this study. For 
some research participants in entrepreneurial livelihoods, locational decision-
making was inseparable from livelihood choice. Thus, the decision to adopt a 
certain livelihood strategy automatically conveyed a certain locational config-
uration. This was especially salient for cross-border traders, whose livelihoods 
were based around the interaction with specialised suppliers in locations re-
quiring significant mobility. Social networks were essential in introducing 
them to the trade, as a majority of these traders claimed to have been encour-
aged to take up the livelihood through a relative or friend.  
     Studies on place attachment and livelihood locations in the global South 
are not plentiful, but Sowatey et al (2018) provides an example of how Gha-
naian market women created a sense of belonging to their trade locations 
through childhood memories and feelings of pride emanating from the ability 
to provide. Similar orientations were found among the research participants 
and influenced their locational decision-making, although in a somewhat dif-
ferent way. The impact of social networks and feelings of belonging motivated 
the research participants to remain true to certain locations, not only based on 
the perception of economic benefits. Emotional affiliation to livelihood loca-
tions were in particular expressed by farmers and entrepreneurs. For farmers, 
own acquired land was often the locus of ambition, hope and future livelihood 
dreams. Land ownership constituted a source of pride and carried a sense of 
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potential. Research participants were very aware of their precarious economic 
situation but nurtured hopes that their continuous saving would eventually 
lead to the realisation of a more profitable and/or personally rewarding ven-
ture, such as a school, a house with rental units, a grocery shop or chicken 
farm. Others had already succeeded in scaling up operations into relatively 
profitable farms and connected their feelings of pride and success to the loca-
tion itself. For entrepreneurs, attachment was typically the outcome of contin-
uous interaction and relationship building. Socialisation with competitors, col-
leagues, suppliers and customers appeared to incrementally fuel processes of 
embeddedness and providing locational fixity.     
     According to Manzo (2005), places become imbued with meaning through 
iterative performances and a collection of experiences. Fenster (2005) labels 
these practices “ritualistic repetitions” (p. 249) and regards them as a means 
to make claims to territories. The research participants declaring their emo-
tional affiliation to their livelihood locations typically suggested that it had 
emerged through their livelihood activities, rather than preceding them. An 
exception was constituted by research participants running home-based enter-
prises on the basis of feeling of comfort. Place attachment, therefore, was not 
usually instrumental in the initial phases of locational choice, but seemed to 
promote the propensity to remain in a particular location, thus reflecting the 
continuous nature of locational decision-making.  

Conclusion: Everyday negotiations in the city 
African cities are often portrayed either as vibrant centres of inventiveness 
(see for example Koolhaas, 2000), or as loci for immiseration and social dis-
ruption (see for example Davis, 2006). Increasingly, scholars have empha-
sised their state of contingency, not least through the influential writings of 
Simone (2001, 2004, 2012), portraying the African city as being in a state of 
provisionality, flux and uncertainty. Simone (2012) regards urban life as “a 
disparate collection and disconnection of fragments” (p. 40), adding a layer of 
splintering to the common perception of complexity and diversity (Robinson, 
2011; Johnson-Schlee, 2019). Bjarnesen & Utas (2018) adopt a critical stance 
to this manner of conceptualising the African city, associating it to exoticism 
in a new guise. They suggest a perspective that takes into account the stable 
configurations of urban residents’ realities, exemplified through proximal and 
settled social relationships referred to as “urban kinships”.  
     In summarising the study on slum women’s livelihood spatialities, I would 
like to take this notion of stability further. Women’s livelihood strategies were 
vulnerable to shock, illustrated by the sheer number of research participants 
describing incidents of being “grounded”, that is, suffering business discon-
tinuation as a result of unsustainable investments or unanticipated events. 
Workers saw their employers move or run out of money, while farmers had 
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temporary leases on agricultural land withdrawn. Suppliers and customers dis-
appeared from one day to the next, impromptu marketplaces were dissolved 
to give way to development. However, as this chapter has demonstrated, live-
lihoods could also be characterised by permanence. They became embedded 
in various locations through social bonds and acts of meaning making, and 
reinforced existing ties, sometimes with people in distant locations. Trajecto-
ries solidified, transforming into regularities. Routinised mobilities and acts 
comprising livelihoods became the centre piece around which a large share of 
their life revolved. In addition, women’s livelihood trajectories contributed to 
imposing coherence on the seemingly unruly urban landscape, but also to ter-
ritories and pathways beyond its immediate scope. Mobilities and spatial prac-
tices made places, in all their materialities and social relations, legible and 
navigable. Livelihoods thus crystallised as a set of activities, practices and 
mobilities connecting the fragments making up the supposedly disjointed ur-
ban space. 
     From this perspective, it becomes painstakingly clear that the African city, 
while ostensibly chaotic from the outside, may be orderly and rational from 
the inside perspective of people enmeshed in its workings through their eve-
ryday practices. By carving out niches in order to survive, provide and some-
times prosper, women navigated the diverse territories of the slum, the city, 
and occasionally beyond; laying claim to them in the process through acts of 
habituation. In so doing, they simultaneously navigated the highly uneven 
landscapes of patriarchal relations, poverty, and informal and formal regula-
tions, displaying, as Bayat (2007) notes, “flexibility, pragmatism [and] nego-
tiation” in the context of “constant struggle for survival and self-development” 
(p. 579).  
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11.  Conclusion 

A livelihoodscape revealed 
The overarching aim of this thesis was to draw a livelihoodscape from the 
slum. Fundamentally, this involved outlining how livelihoods emerged from 
and interacted with the slum; and following how they detached themselves 
from it and unfolded further in urban space; and finally, how they transcended 
the urban territory and migrated onwards to peri-urban, rural and other urban 
spaces on different scales. This process generated an array of insights with 
implications for livelihood theory, but also for the workings of African cities. 
An overarching summary of these findings is presented in figure 42. 

 
Figure 42. Overview of main conclusions 

First, I wish to highlight the importance of the locality to the formulation and 
execution of the research participants’ livelihoods. Empirically, this was 
demonstrated through their relatively confined livelihood scope, emphasised 
through the massive importance of the residential settlement as a livelihood 
location. This was partly attributed to mobility constraints emanating from 
affordability issues, and, for women, the exercise of patriarchal control and 
expectations to fulfil reproductive chores. But these factors were not sufficient 
to explain the nodal function of the residential settlement. Its centrality was 
not only the outcome of constraint, but also of opportunity, which is a dimen-
sion which has seen little attention in research. In the slums, the residents built 
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their own economy, finely tuned to their needs and capabilities, concentrated 
around the circulations of low-cost services and commodities. To some extent, 
this economy was enabled by a patchy regulatory framework providing, 
among other things, for relatively generous access to spaces for productive 
activities. An important discovery was the role of localised processes of learn-
ing and socialisation occurring in people’s everyday lives, influencing their 
livelihood choices and embedding them into their local environment. This pro-
cess was sometimes enhanced through iterative practices of meaning making, 
fostering feelings of belonging and attachment to particular places. In essence, 
there was considerable overlap of social space with productive space (see 
Scott & Storper, 2014), sometimes literally, in the livelihood endeavours of 
the research participants. 
     Second, I want to draw attention to the role and distinctiveness of the wider 
urban arena in shaping – and being shaped by – the livelihood strategies of the 
research participants. On the city level, the slums interlocked with the city 
centre and high- and middle-income areas through people’s livelihoods. The 
connection with the city centre underlines the absolute predominance of trade-
based livelihoods, and how this fact interacted with the general status of the 
city as the national locus of commerce. But the city centre also provided inputs 
for service and manufacturing based livelihoods and thus exercised a magnetic 
pull on the majority people providing for themselves through entrepreneurial 
activities. People in salary work, however, followed a different set of spatial 
configurations. For them, the slums primarily adjoined with Lusaka’s middle- 
and high-income residential settlements, where they were absorbed into labour 
by private households. 
     The thesis was thus able to establish how the city integrated the slums, the 
city centre and the middle- and high-income areas in a complex livelihood 
system, reflecting and reinforcing their status as predominantly asset-poor. It 
was simultaneously revealed that this urban livelihood system was considera-
bly gendered, manifested through a tangibly segmented labour market pro-
duced by, and reproducing, norms dictating men’s and women’s socially pre-
scribed roles. As a result, men were heavily concentrated in sectors associated 
with traditionally male productive activities, such as transportation and con-
struction, while women exercised livelihoods largely replicating their repro-
ductive responsibilities.  
     It was demonstrated how this spatial system had emerged through a set of 
processes connecting to Lusaka’s colonial and post-colonial legacy, consisting 
of informalisation through macroeconomic fluctuations and neoliberal devel-
opment policies; planning practices and urban governance; and economic 
growth fuelled by positive macroeconomic change. These processes had also 
contributed to the gendering of livelihood spaces; such as channelling women 
into activities associated with the residential settlement by pushing them into 
the informal economy to a greater degree than men.  
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     Slum dwellers’ considerable affiliation with the locality through their live-
lihood activities explained through the mechanisms of opportunity and con-
straint outlined thus far, should also be seen in a context of a greater “urban 
condition”, if it can be typified as such. The city, and in particular its central 
areas, remained a crucial reference point; a set of material places that often 
required interaction as people pursued their strategies of provision. The city’s 
centripetal impact can so obviously be connected to its concentrations of peo-
ple, activities and goods; its multiplicity and diversity and the interdependen-
cies emerging from it. As such, it corresponds well to established conceptual-
isations of the urban as a “combinatorial force field” (Amin & Thrift, 
2016:15), attracting and fixing actors onto its fabric (Storper & Scott, 2014), 
producing particular sociomaterial configurations that actors engage with in 
different ways and according to their position of power (McFarlane, 2011).  
     Third, I wish to discuss the translocality of the research participants’ live-
lihood activities and its implication for urban theory. The thesis demonstrated 
that some economic activities stretched well beyond the urban territory in 
which the research participants resided, through long-distance or cross-border 
trade, commercial agriculture, or transportation livelihoods. These links with 
the outside typically emerged as a strategy to take advantage of capitals not 
readily available in the city, such as cheap, fertile land, or to capitalise on price 
differentials between distinct locations. The connections were not always in-
trinsic to livelihood choice but often built on kinship associations. 

Revisiting the African City 
The translocal nature of a part of the research participants’ livelihood activities 
renders support to southern urban theory propagating the formulation of new 
spatial imaginations in the study of social phenomena (see Robinson, 2011). 
Urban life in the global South has increasingly been studied from the vantage 
point of circulation, flows and translocality (see for example Gough, 2008; 
Simone, 2001; 2004); a development which has elucidated important aspects 
of people’s lives that would otherwise have remained obfuscated. This view 
aligns with Massey’s conceptualisation of place as an intersection of trajecto-
ries contributing to its inherent extraversion and unboundedness (2018 [1992; 
1993; 1994]). But conversely, a focus on flows sometimes overshadows the 
fact that the locality still remains a crucial reference point for urban dwellers, 
not least the poor (see Schindler, 2017). A contribution of this thesis is the 
affirmation that territorial perspectives and relational perspectives emphasis-
ing flows and mobilities, are not mutually exclusive. Massey’s (2018) power-
geometries comprises a helpful tool in understanding this dynamic, by de-
scribing how people are differentially positioned to initiate, participate in and 
execute flows. 
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     Inspired by Bjarnesen & Utas (2018), I simultaneously wish to nuance the 
picture of the African city as characterised by fleeting associations, mutability 
and flux (Schindler, 2017, Simone, 2004; 2012; 200, in which livelihoods are 
constantly subjected to uncertainty (Schindler, 2017; Simone, 2012). While 
this narrative was largely confirmed, a counter-narrative of settled configura-
tions also emerged, in which livelihoods had solidified into routinised trajec-
tories, spaces and relations, contributing to predictability and habituation of 
seemingly messy territories. Along the same vein, I think it is essential to 
highlight Bjarnesen & Utas’ (2018) concept of urban kinship, referring to re-
lationships that emanate through physical proximity rather than blood relation, 
and their immense importance for slum dwellers’ means of provision, but also 
for a sense of satisfaction and meaning. These urban kinships appeared as a 
reflection of what Massey (2005) refers to as the “throwntogetherness” of 
place; through coincidental meetings emerging from the constant movements 
and multiple interactions characterising the slum and the city (see also 
Simone, 2004). From this perspective, the slum proved a fertile ground for 
new affiliations, some which crystallised into stable relationships, providing 
anchor points in an environment of dense and shifting interplays between peo-
ple, and between people and objects. 
     A related point is the recognition of the usefulness of Simone’s (2004) con-
ceptualisation of people as infrastructure in understanding the role of social 
affinities in slum dwellers’ livelihoods and associated spatialities. The re-
search participants created structures of mutual support and services as a way 
to navigate and negotiate the hostile terrain of Lusaka. While “hostile” may 
seem a polemic description, it cannot be denied that the city remains a hostile 
place for those who are less endowed. As scholars (Tait, 1997; Tranberg Han-
sen, 1997; 2010) have demonstrated, this has been a consistent feature of Lu-
saka, not least through its various guises of urban governance and its vacilla-
tions between control and surveillance, and impotent laissez-faire. It is evident 
that from the vantage point of the slum dweller, the benign aspects of city life 
have little to do with its governance but are qualities that unfold beyond its 
circuits and through the actions of the poor themselves. 
     In a time when fears – justified or not – over the direction and impact of 
urbanisation in Africa are ventilated, I think it is particularly essential to un-
derline that the image of the slum dweller as a liability needs to be problema-
tised. A general growth of the urban population puts pressure on urban ser-
vices and infrastructure (Förster & Ammann, 2018) but in the context of Lu-
saka, a very limited amount of public funds has made its way into the slums 
or to measures specifically aimed facilitating life and livelihoods among them. 
The slum dwellers received little in the way of public support but sustained 
themselves and their communities through available means and to the limits 
of their capacity, and contributed to the reproduction of the upper classes 
through their labour. They constituted – and constitute – a necessary set of 
cogs in the city’s uneven clockwork economy.  
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     Finally, I would like elaborate on the notion stressed by some followers of 
Southern and subaltern urbanism that urban theory should be expanded 
through exploration from the margins (McFarlane, 2008). The slums of Lu-
saka have throughout the city’s history been pushed towards the periphery of 
policy and planning (Chitonge & Mfune, 2015; Mulenga, 2003; Resnick, 
2011), a status ingrained in their very conceptualisation as “peri-urban” (Tait, 
1997). However, it is evident that the lives and livelihoods of slum dwellers 
were by no means peripheral, nor taking place in the city’s shadows (McFar-
lane, 2008). Through their livelihoods, slum dwellers formed an essential and 
ubiquitous part of the everyday reality of Lusaka. They traversed the city in 
its entirety, negotiating access near and far, and to the spaces of the poor and 
the rich alike.  
     At the same time, life in the slum, and life in the city as a slum resident, is 
not an easy one. I do not want to create an illusion of people getting by no 
matter what, because not everybody does. People fall through the cracks every 
day, and sometimes it takes very little for them to do so. And when that hap-
pens, they do not always get back up again. It is in this sense that the existence 
of slum dweller is still peripheral, dwelling in the shadow of the modernising 
city were little consideration is paid to his or her well-being. Drawing a live-
lihoodscape from the slum entails embracing this richness of experience char-
acterising the ways people provide for themselves and their families – and the 
successes and failures accompanying them. 

Revisiting meta-theoretical points of departure 
I have previously indicated how I have been inspired by feminist and post-
colonial theory for this thesis’ meta-theoretical orientation. I have suggested 
how these approaches align with southern and subaltern conceptions of urban 
theory, and how they relate epistemologically to my main objects and subjects 
of study, i.e; the slums and their inhabitants. I have also outlined how partic-
ular features of this orientation have been more adhered to than others, such 
as their centrality in reflecting over the choice of research focus, methods and 
representation.  
     I have described how post-colonial and feminist theory have informed the 
decision to direct attention to the experiences and practices of people occupy-
ing a marginal position, both in the production of knowledge, and in society 
at large, namely the slum dwellers. I have departed from the understanding 
that their experience of marginalisation is not uniform but criss-crossed by 
power relations constituting axes of further social differentiation. Gender has 
comprised the primary vantage point from which this differentiation has been 
explored.  
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     Social differentiation has principally been examined through its manifes-
tations, such as gender segmentation of the labour market and associated var-
iation in livelihood spatialities between men and women. They are also repre-
sented by the spatial livelihood patterns of slum dwellers at large, and how 
these reflect their position as low-skilled and asset-poor. Following Racine 
(2003) stipulating a thorough contextualisation of social inequality, I have sit-
uated these realities within a framework of Lusaka’s historical, economic and 
political developments. Furthermore, I have examined in greater detail how 
gender structures interplay with regulatory regimes and socioeconomic strati-
fication in producing livelihood spatialities, but also how they are navigated 
in women’s everyday lives. 
     The findings related to livelihoods and gender predominantly aligns with 
previous research undertaken from the vantage point of urban Zambia (see 
Evans, 2015; Gordon, 1999; Gough, 2008, Mbembamoto et al, 2017; Tranberg 
Hansen, 1997, 2004, 2010). These studies have in common that they, to vari-
ous degrees, point to the gendered nature of Zambian society and how it spills 
over into the domains of productive work, generating distinct roles and out-
comes for men and women respectively. My research thus supplements these 
scholarships but also serves to elaborate certain points of mutual interest. 
     The systematic overview of men’s and women’s livelihoods that func-
tioned as a type of entry point to the substudies on livelihood spatialities pro-
vided quantitative insights on the character of gender-based labour segmenta-
tion, and revealed how men had access to a considerably richer palette of live-
lihoods than women, and that men’s penetration into women-dominated sec-
tors was noticeably more pronounced than the other way around. It was 
speculated that these findings connected to Lusaka’s colonial history, where 
restrictions on female urban residency contributed to men entering occupa-
tions and assuming chores typically associated with women. 
     In this thesis, I have endeavoured to follow Simone’s (2004, 2010) exam-
ple of providing description of the African city that reflects a genuine engage-
ment with its subjects, untainted by normative approaches imbued by notions 
of misery or ingenuity (a feat which should not be confused with a claim to 
neutrality). By following this ambition, I have been able to make visible the 
existence, but also to some degree the mechanisms behind social inequality, 
while at the same time recognising the manner in which the slum dwellers’ 
resist representations of vicitimisation. 
     I have been able to show how women’s livelihood endeavours were sur-
rounded by restrictions associated with the quality of being female, such as 
being forbidden from engaging in productive work as a deference to the house-
hold’s male authority. I have also demonstrated how the perception of these 
norms varied greatly between households, and how women found ways to get 
around barriers to economic activity by calling on social networks, adjusting 
their daily routines or simply ignoring them and facing the consequences. I 
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have simultaneously pointed out how their livelihood activities could contrib-
ute to cementing their belonging in the gendered sphere of reproduction, but 
also how they could be used to challenge this belonging through successful 
translocal enterprises. 
     I have also  described how slum dwellers resided in a context often char-
acterised by risk, insecurity and even adversity, and how this reality formed a 
constant companion in their everyday interactions with the city, but also how 
they drew on every asset available, devoting considerable time and energy, to 
patch together a living. In addition, I have presented how life in the slum can 
be about basic survival, but how it also can be about so much more. I have 
tried to reproduce the slum as I perceive it: as a place of struggle, hardship and 
alienation, but also of meaningfulness, agency and solidarity. And the slum 
dwellers as a diverse group, as agents of their own fate, but within structures 
that can only be described as oppressive, severely circumscribing their ability 
to escape their position of exclusion. 

Revisiting the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework 
To my knowledge, the type of concise, detailed, geographical mapping of 
slum dwellers’ locations of economic activity featuring in this thesis has not 
previously been carried out. Together with the multi-layered material contex-
tualising and clarifying those locations, this constitutes the thesis’ principal 
empirical contribution. Drawing a livelihoodscape has generated exclusive in-
sights in how slum dwellers organise their livelihood activities spatially, how 
they interact with space, how they are shaped by it and contribute to shaping 
space.  
     The original meaning of the suffix “-scape” is actually “to shape” (Olwig, 
2005). This thesis has established the mutual constitutive relationship between 
livelihoods and space, in that livelihoods shape spaces while simultaneously 
being shaped by them (see also Verrest & Post, 2007). Livelihoods congregate 
in places as a result of their inherent qualities, adding a(nother) sociomaterial 
layer which inevitably transforms these places. At the same time, the distinc-
tiveness of place contributes to the formulation of particular livelihoods and 
livelihood practices. The concept of livelihoodscape, devised to capture the 
existence of a spatially interconnected livelihood system from specific van-
tage points, thereby incorporates this dialectic. 
     In relation to livelihood studies in general, and the SLF in particular, this 
thesis has contributed to inserting the role of space into the framework’s sys-
temic understanding. I have exemplified how issues relating to space perme-
ates the entire model and, thereby, the critical need to recognise space as a 
fundamental factor in livelihood analysis. I have demonstrated how space can 
be regarded as an asset, a resource deployed to construct a sustainable liveli-
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hood, such as a profitable trading location or residency near areas with de-
mand for particular types of labour, such as household work. I have described 
how space simultaneously has structural qualities, sorting people into differ-
ent environments from which they learn and develop their livelihoods. Space 
is moreover a livelihood outcome, translated into changed access to particular 
places and mobilities, such as for women whose men allow them a greater 
spatial scope of operation upon realising the extent of their contribution. Space 
also constitutes a vulnerability context, characterised by shocks and trends that 
affect people disparately depending on sociospatial position. 
     With this thesis, I consequently join the group of scholars who over the 
years have argued in favour of the SLF’s merging with geographical perspec-
tives (see for example Blumberg, 2018, King, 2011, Verrest & Post, 2007). I 
have suggested that the spatial turn (see Warf & Arias, 2009) largely managed 
to skip over the field of livelihood studies, with the consequence that it now 
lags behind in term of spatial awareness. This thesis builds on the body of 
spatially oriented livelihoods research that nevertheless keeps growing and 
makes a stand for the necessity of continue exploring the imbrication of space 
with poor people’s livelihoods. 
     Aside from displaying the applicability of spatial approaches to the sys-
temic thinking of the SLF, one of this thesis’ main theoretical contribution lies 
in connecting livelihood research to various strands within urban studies, es-
pecially southern and subaltern urbanism. This has entailed demonstrating 
how livelihoods can be applied to investigate the functions and conceptions of 
an African city, but also how various debates unfolding within urban studies 
can enrich livelihood studies and enhance its analytical potency.  
     Through slum dwellers’ livelihood practices, Lusaka has been identified as 
a particular place, as an intersection of trajectories (see Massey, 2018 [1992a, 
1994]) contributing to its uniqueness. It has been revealed as a place of fluc-
tuating as well as settled relationships; of localised as well as territorially 
transcending processes; and as a place of stratified relations of power that 
nonetheless intersect continuously. On a general level, this description could 
apply to any city in the world, but this thesis has contributed to teasing out the 
various elements of this configuration, and their internal relationship, that 
makes Lusaka different – and simultaneously similar. These include, among 
many others, its colonial legacy with “kaffir farms” and gendered urbanisation 
policies; its single-commodity economy; and its administration’s oscillating 
approaches to informality. They also encompass the men who push the Lusaka 
boundaries outwards by building homes to the city’s privileged and the 
women who care for their children in the meantime while trading homegrown 
tomatoes from wooden stalls. They involve the women who band together to 
cross borders and search for the commodities that will fetch the best prices, 
and the men in the copper mines who send money to the wives and children 
once a month. These people, routines, practices, relations and objects are con-
stitutive elements of Lusaka, and convey certain understandings.  
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     While a livelihoods approach has furnished me with this vantage point of 
the city, urban theory has enabled me to make sense of what I am seeing, ar-
ticulate new understandings, and communicate them in an adequate language. 
Or in other words: a livelihoods perspective has allowed me to dismantle the 
African city, and southern and subaltern urban theory has enabled me to put it 
back together again and see it in a different light. To return to Simone (2004), 
it has made it possible for me to look at its “ruins” – represented both by its 
deconstructed components as well a metaphorical conception of the slum – 
and establish that “something else besides decay” (p 407) indeed has been 
happening. 
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12.  A note on policy 

From the perspective of the research participants, their livelihood activities 
were rarely optimal from a spatial point of view. This thesis has demonstrated 
that mobilities and access to spaces for livelihood execution were often per-
ceived as being constrained, resulting in pragmatic, sub-optimal arrangements 
with limited opportunities for growth. This particular reality did not preclude 
the existence of other, occasionally more or equally important benefits, such 
as the creation of social networks. Nonetheless, the ability to look for salary 
work in areas with better supply and higher salaries, and to purchase inputs 
from specialised sources and trade in locations with higher demand, create 
possibilities for increased livelihood robustness and sustainability. Eliminat-
ing the barriers towards optimal livelihood spatialities can therefore be seen 
as a step towards this aim. 
     However, slum dwellers’ livelihood spatialities comprise a mere symptom 
of broader processes of social exclusion that need to be addressed for funda-
mental, positive change to occur. As these processes occur on multiple scales, 
ranging from Zambia’s peripheral position in the world economy, to a political 
elite with little incentive and ability to implement genuine pro-poor policies; 
and to oppressive gender norms; they also require complex, multi-scalar solu-
tions. Strengthening people’s livelihoods through targeted support measures, 
such as micro-loans and courses on entrepreneurship, may certainly make a 
difference on the individual level, but they do little to address the underlying 
problems surrounding continuous socioeconomic marginalisation.  
     I think it is important to remember Tranberg Hansen’s (2010) analysis that 
“entrepreneurship and micro-enterprises in the informal economy are not 
grassroots solutions to unemployment. A focus on such activities implies that 
the informal economy can absorb ever-increasing numbers of newcomers” (p 
22), much in the vein of Roy’s (2005) rejection of the discourse of heroic en-
trepreneurship characterising developmentalist notions of informality. Lusaka 
corresponds well to the image of the African city as a nexus for informality, 
and it is clear that whereas its slum dweller drew almost entirely on the infor-
mal sector to get by, thereby underlining its importance to their existence, it 
rarely represented a pathway out of poverty.  
     I will not enter into a discussion about the various steps that are required 
to achieve positive social change as there are others much better equipped to 
do so. I will, however, dwell on a certain aspect of it which I consider to be of 
critical importance: collective organisation and political agency among the 



 233

poor. During my fieldwork, it has become clear to me the centrality of the 
material dimension to be able to pursue goals, whether collective or individ-
ual. It is difficult to devote time and effort to more abstract endeavours when 
the threat of eviction, starvation and illness looms above. Efforts directed to-
wards enabling collective action therefore need to take this dimension into 
account.  
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13.  Epilogue 

I would like to return to Myers (2011) and the question that he posed in the 
book “African Cities. Alternative Visions of Theory and Practice”: “Can we 
start from a city like Lusaka to offer themes that resonate in other cities in 
Africa, and potentially other cities in the world?” (p. 42).  
     Scholars who endorse the notion of turning theory on its head and reflect 
on how knowledge from southern contexts may enrich traditionally northern 
theoretical constructs often imply a promotion of “good” examples towards 
this aim. These examples typically revolve around perseverance and agency 
in contexts averse to those who are vulnerable (see for example Asher & 
Akoth, 2020).  I find this ambition truly deserving, not least when keeping in 
mind the dystopian narratives that tend to accompany accounts of conditions 
in the global South, and the way they downplay the richness of experience that 
characterise these vast spaces and populations. Often, however, these ambi-
tions appear to reach no further than promoting new ways of seeing, or possi-
bly seeing from the South towards the South, such as highlighting solutions 
from the global South to “southern” problems (see Asher & Akoth, 2020; 
Uteng & Lucas, 2018). This is commendable and necessary, but I would also 
wish for research directions centred around how experiences from the global 
South can be deployed to enrich theory as well as practice in Northern con-
texts. Such examples do exist (see for example Horner, 2020; Lewis, 2017), 
but they are still far and few between. 
     I would like wrap up this thesis by making a small contribution to this aim. 
This thesis is fundamentally about sociospatial marginalisation and exclusion. 
It is about the weakest in the city; their everyday struggles for survival; their 
strategies; their means of negotiation; and their ways of creating places, 
homes, and meanings. It is about how they, through these acts, alternately 
confirm and resist their very conceptualisation as weak and excluded.  
     All cities have people living on the margins, whether spatial, economic, 
political or theoretical. All cities are criss-crossed by power relations, regulat-
ing inclusion into particular places, flows and mobilities. In Lusaka, and from 
the slum dwellers’ perspectives, this reality is more extreme, visible and acute 
than from other vantage points, such as cities and towns in the global North. 
Their responses reflect the scale of exclusion that they are experiencing, in 
that they have been forced to create an extensive, almost self-contained, par-
allel system of relations and reliance to get by.  
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     But social exclusion is in no way confined to the global South, as implied 
by wide body of research and, by all means, our everyday encounters on the 
city’s streets. Its causes and expressions have been examined from a range of 
approaches, and I would like to add a livelihoods way of thinking to that 
toolbox. Livelihood studies almost exclusively concentrate on populations and 
environments in the global South (exceptions are constituted by, for example 
Blumberg, 2018), but I think that its ways of seeing from the viewpoint of the 
marginalised the patchwork of activities, relations and locations that make up 
a livelihood could be useful also in global North contexts. We - and in that 
“we” I principally include those of us who have directed our gaze towards 
southern contexts - tend to think of global North citizens as formal employers 
and employees, with social security networks standing by when falls through 
the gaps in the labour market. We often forget those who have lost their med-
ical coverage (or never had one in the first place), those who are unable to 
comply with the requirements of authorities to access conditioned social ben-
efits, and migrants who fail to gain a foothold in the new country’s economy 
and the welfare systems limited to its citizenry.  
     By returning to Myers, the theme I would like to offer consequently reso-
nates with another, more famous quote: “The measure of civilization is how it 
treats its weakest members”. The quote is popularly misattributed to Gandhi, 
but is believed to originate from American ex-president Humphrey in the 
1970s, although with considerable alteration to its original letter (Knight, 
2016). Notwithstanding, its fundamental meaning remains unmistakably 
clear. I would like to conclude by saying: The measure of urban governance 
should be how it treats those confined to the city’s margins, and the measure 
of urban theory should be how their perspectives are represented. The measure 
of social scientific inquiry should be how it manages to reveal how social ex-
clusion is caught up in wider processes co-existing on multiple scales simul-
taneously, and the measure of humanity should be how we care to deal with 
this knowledge. 
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Svensk sammanfattning 

Afrika står inför en stor omvälvning. Kontinenten urbaniseras i en takt som i 
det närmaste kommit att beskrivas som en revolution. Denna process får stora 
konsekvenser för dess invånare, av ett slag som ännu inte går att förutse. 
Forskning visar att städernas tillväxt kan utgöra en belastning för ekonomiskt 
och politiskt svaga länder, som saknar resurser att hantera den på ett långsik-
tigt och hållbart sätt. Följder som kunnat observeras är en kraftig ökning av 
den informella sektorn, med hänseende på boende såväl som försörjning; en 
omlokalisering av fattigdom från landsbygd till stad, samt en utbredning av 
slum. 
     Afrikas urbanisering utgör en ram till denna avhandling, som behandlar 
sluminvånares försörjningsstrategier i Zambias huvudstad Lusaka. Syftet med 
avhandlingen är att studera dels hur sluminvånare försörjer sig och dels vilka 
platser de besöker för detta ändamål. Med anledning av den befolkningstill-
växt som sker i slumområden är det angeläget att söka kunskap om hur dess 
invånare hanterar sin vardag och säkrar sin överlevnad. Slum associeras ofta 
med osäkra besittningsformer, undermålig levnadsstandard och avsaknad av 
grundläggande faciliteter såsom vatten, el och avlopp. Detta är kvaliteter som 
inverkar menligt på möjligheten att leva ett värdigt liv med tillfredsställande 
livskvalitet. För att hantera denna problematik krävs kunskap om sluminvåna-
res livsvillkor. Även om det skett ett uppsving i intresse för slumfrågor såväl 
inom som utanför akademin är kunskapsluckorna fortsatt omfattande. Detta 
rör speciellt frågor om försörjning, och i synnerhet försörjningsaktiviteters 
rumsliga dimension.  
     Ambitionen med avhandlingen är dock inte enbart att studera försörjnings-
strategier och vidhängande rumsliga arrangemang utifrån ett slumperspektiv, 
utan att också reflektera över hur denna kunskap förhåller sig till gängse re-
presentationer av den afrikanska staden. Anhängare av ”sydliga” approacher 
till studiet av det urbana har understrukit hur den afrikanska staden ofta fram-
ställts och hanterats som bristfällig och därmed underkänd i sin roll som kun-
skapsproducent. Det konstateras att afrikanska städer visserligen står inför 
många och svåra utmaningar, men att det också finns alternativa förståelser 
som förtjänar att framhävas och som har potential att utveckla synen på det 
urbana.  
     De utmaningar som afrikanska städer möter är till stor del kopplade till den 
pågående urbaniseringen, men också till deras koloniala arv. Dessa utgörs av 
svag tillväxt, en stor informell sektor och långtgående sociospatiala klyftor. 
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Samtidigt framställs den afrikanska staden som en flyktig och föränderlig plats 
med invånare som uppvisar stor anpassningsbarhet och bygger nätverk bortom 
formella kanaler för att säkerställa sin överlevnad. Sluminvånares försörj-
ningsstrategier utgör därigenom en lins genom vilken Lusaka, som represen-
tant för ”den afrikanska staden”, undersöks och analyseras.  
     Avhandlingen tar också utgångspunkt i att sluminvånare inte utgör en ho-
mogen grupp, utan att slummen - precis som samhället i stort - är socioekono-
miskt skiktad och genomskuren av maktrelationer kopplade till genus, ålder 
och etnicitet. Just genus har tilldelats en framträdande roll i avhandlingen, sär-
skilt med hänseende på skillnader mellan mäns och kvinnors rumsliga försörj-
ningsarrangemang. 
     Insamling av material till avhandlingen ägde rum i tre slumområden: Gar-
den, Bauleni och Linda. Totalt 459 forskningsdeltagare från 442 hushåll del-
tog i en enkätundersökning som syftade till att skapa en övergripande bild av 
försörjningsaktiviteter hos var och en av hushållens medlemmar. Femtiotre av 
dessa valdes ut för semistrukturerade intervjuer, och ytterligare sjutton för ob-
servationsstudier. Fältstudierna genomfördes mellan 2014 - 2017 med bistånd 
av gatekeepers och fältassistenter. Materialet analyserades med hjälp av geo-
grafiska informationssystem (GIS), deskriptiv statistik och kvalitativ inne-
hållsanalys. 
     Avhandlingens fokus utgörs av tre aspekter av försörjningsrumslighet: det 
urbana respektive peri-urbana; det lokala respektive det translokala, samt 
platsspecifikt beslutsfattande. Dessa aspekter har givit upphov till tre sam-
mannhängande delstudier.  
     Den första studien undersöker hur sluminvånare organiserar sina försörj-
ningsaktiviteter inom och i områden i anslutning till Lusaka. En kartläggning 
av sluminvånares försörjningsrelaterade lokaler visar att deras aktiviteter i 
första hand koncentrerades till den egna bosättningen. Detta gällde speciellt 
för kvinnors ekonomiska aktiviteter. Studien avslöjade vidare hur försörj-
ningsaktiviteter, särskilt relaterade till detaljhandel, var starkt länkade till 
Lusakas centrum, som också utgör stadens kommersiella nav. Centrum utkris-
talliserade sig som en viktig plats för införskaffandet av livsmedel, men även 
för andra typer av varor, såsom kläder, företrädesvis second-hand, och pro-
dukter att använda i jordbruket. 
     Vidare framstod intilliggande hög- och medelklassområden som avgö-
rande för sluminvånares lönearbete. Framför allt dominerade anställningar 
inom privata hushåll, men även byggarbete, handel och jordbruk förekom i 
dessa områden. Arbetsmarknaden framträdde därutöver som avsevärt köns-
segregerad, med män primärt anställda inom bygg- och transportsektorn, och 
kvinnor inom detaljhandel. Även inom sektorerna förekom segregering, som 
exempelvis vid anställning för privata hushåll, där kvinnors aktiviteter före-
trädesvis ägde rum inne i hemmet, medan män ansvarade för trädgårdsarbete 
och säkerhet. 
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     I analysen konstateras det att dessa rumsliga arrangemang, inklusive deras 
könsuppdelning, i mångt och mycket kan kopplas till processer som ägt rum 
genom flera olika epoker och på olika skalnivåer. Lusakas koloniala planering 
– och avsaknad därav – har resulterat i att forskningsdeltagarnas bostadsom-
råden är rumsligt integrerade med hög- och medelklassområden, vilket skapar 
närhet till arbetsmarknader präglade av anställningar inom privata hushåll. 
Lusakas pågående expansion, som till stor del lokaliseras till medelklassom-
råden belägna i periferin – absorberade en del av de manliga sluminvånarna 
som arbetskraft. Den avgörande roll som den egna bosättningen spelade för 
framför allt kvinnor associeras till en historia av intolerans gentemot infor-
mella aktiviteter samt ett kolonialt förbud mot kvinnors näringsverksamhet, 
vilket resulterat i att dessa behövt äga rum utom synhåll för myndigheter. 
Detta har sedan förstärkts av en fluktuerande ekonomi och nyliberala refor-
mer, vilket resulterat i en ökad informalisering av ekonomin. Studien konklu-
derar att sluminvånares försörjning i mångt och mycket kretsar kring att till-
handahålla tjänster och produkter som efterfrågas av de egna inkomstsegmen-
tet, ofta i det egna bostadsområdet, och som ställer låga krav på utbildning och 
startkapital. 
     Den andra studien inriktar sig primärt på sluminvånares translokala för-
sörjningsstrategier i relation till lokala dito. Den undersöker de incitament som 
existerar för att bedriva ekonomiska aktiviteter bortom den lokala domänen, 
samt tillvägagångssätt. Studien börjar dock med att fastslå att sluminvånares 
aktiviteter hade en överväldigande lokal omfattning, och att enbart sex procent 
av alla försörjningsaktiviteter bedrevs på en translokal skala. Till viss del kan 
detta förklaras med att forskningsdeltagarna i mångt och mycket valde för-
sörjning utifrån de intryck exponerades för från sitt närområde, samt genom 
sociala nätverk som ofta var väldigt lokalt förankrade.  
     Translokal försörjning utgjordes till största delen av handel, jordbruk och 
transport, men även i viss mån av byggarbete. Eftersom forskningsdeltagarna 
endast bestod av kvinnor har studien koncentrerat sig på handel och jordbruk, 
då övrig translokal försörjning nästan uteslutande inkluderade män. Enbart en 
liten del av handelsaktiviteter visade sig vara translokala, men dessa spelade 
en viktig roll, inte minst eftersom de generellt sett genererade högre inkomster 
än lokala diton. Tre typer av aktiviteter kunde urskiljas: i) handel inom landet 
som ofta byggde på försäljning av manufakturvaror från Lusaka till mindre 
byar och städer, samt inflöde av råvaror som livsmedel och träkol; ii) handel 
koncentrerad till gränsområden, samt iii) internationell handel. Translokal 
handel motiverades i stor utsträckning av möjligheten att dra fördel av geo-
grafiska obalanser i utbud och efterfrågan. 
     I jordbruk har både kommersiella aktiviteter och självhushållning inklude-
rats. Detta utgjorde den största translokala sektorn, med 19 % respektive 16 
% translokala aktiviteter. Ofta bedrevs jordbruk på egna farmer eller i anslut-
ning till byar med familjeägd mark. Sociala nätverk var essentiella i upprätt-
hållandet av ett translokalt jordbruk, särskilt eftersom forskningsdeltagarna 
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räknade Lusaka som sin primära hemvist och saknade möjlighet att vistas på 
lantbruket i den utsträckning som krävdes. 
     Remitteringar var också viktiga för sluminvånares försörjning. Även här 
var det translokala inslaget litet, men mer utbrett än för övriga försörjnings-
källor. Det var vanligt att sluminvånare var situerade i multipla försörjnings-
nätverk och innehade rollen som både sändare och mottagare av remitteringar. 
Dessa kunde bestå av pengar, kläder eller mat. Det var också vanligt med mul-
tilokala hushåll där framför allt barn skickades till äldre släktingar i staden 
medan föräldrarna arbetade på annan ort. 
     De främsta slutsatserna av studien innefattar i) det sociala kapitalets avgö-
rande roll för lokala såväl som translokala försörjningsstrategier och ii) en 
problematisering av bilden av den afrikanska staden som ett omkopplingscen-
trum för diverse flöden. Studien visar på att dessa flöden framstår som villko-
rade, där sluminvånares möjligheter att delta är begränsade 
     Den tredje studien fokuserar specifikt på kvinnors försörjningsaktiviteter 
på olika geografiska nivåer och försöker utröna vilka motiv som givit upphov 
till olika typer av rumsliga arrangemang. Jordbruk, företagande och lönearbete 
genererade olika typer av rumsliga konfigurationer. Företagande och jordbruk 
krävde ofta multilokala lösningar, medan lönearbete ofta begränsades till en 
specifik plats. Det fanns en stor spännvidd i arrangemang som rörde inköp och 
försäljning, men generellt sett, och i enlighet med tidigare resultat i avhand-
lingen, var kvinnor i stor omfattning knutna till den egna bosättningen, och då 
särskilt hemmet. Forskningsdeltagarna motiverade sina platsbeslut med i) un-
dermålig tillgång till kapital, vilket begränsade deras mobilitet och tillgång till 
mer lukrativa försäljningslokaler, ii) patriarkala strukturer i form av manlig 
kontroll av mobilitet samt omfattande hushållsansvar, iii) sociala nätverk som 
tjänade som introduktion till vissa typer av försörjning med en ”färdig” upp-
sättning platser, men som också gav upphov till en känslomässig bundenhet 
till vissa platser. Slutligen visade sig också formell och informell reglering av 
det offentliga rummet ha en inverkan på forskningsdeltagarnas lokaliserings-
beslut, såsom förbud mot djurhållning, ”varukodning” av vissa platser, men 
också en avsaknad av reglering av platser bortom centrala stråk. 
     Kvinnors lokaliseringsbeslut genomkorsades alltså av dessa hänsynstagan-
den. En viktig slutsats var dock hur kvinnor ständigt förhandlade dessa be-
gränsningar genom olika strategier och att det fanns en stor variation i hur 
tvingande dessa strukturer upplevdes vara. Resultaten bidrar också till att ny-
ansera den vedertagna synen på den afrikanska staden som stadd i ständig för-
ändring. Forskningsdeltagarnas försörjning och vidhängande rumsliga ar-
rangemang bekräftade visserligen delvis denna bild, men de gav också upphov 
till en alternativ bild präglad av kontinuitet och stabilitet. Exempelsvis upp-
rättade forskningsdeltagarna ofta varaktiga relationer med kunder, leverantö-
rer och arbetsgivare, samt navigerade i staden enligt rutiniserade rörelsemöns-
ter. 
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     Sammantaget gör avhandlingen gällande att sluminvånares rumsliga för-
sörjningsarrangemang i hög grad präglas av deras status som rumsligt och so-
cioekonomiskt marginaliserade, men att det också existerar påtagliga skillna-
der inom gruppen som kan kopplas till förekomsten av genusstrukturer. Av-
handlingen beskriver hur dessa i hög grad samverkar med processer på olika 
skalnivåer som sammanstrålar i Lusaka och därigenom skapar unika förutsätt-
ningar för försörjning.  
     Avhandlingen tjänar också som en illustration av vikten av att inkorporera 
ett rumsligt tankesätt inom försörjningslitteraturen. Det existerar en dialektik 
mellan rummet och försörjning, i det att försörjningsstrategier i stor utsträck-
ning formas av rummet, samtidigt som de också lämnar sitt avtryck på det.     
     Slutligen bidrar avhandlingen till att nyansera bilden av den afrikanska sta-
den som ständigt i rörelse och stadd i förändring, och menar istället att slum-
invånare genom sina försörjningsaktiviteter kan medverka till att skapa struk-
turer av kontinuitet och förutsägbarhet, såväl som fixering och lokal förank-
ring av stadens pågående flöden. 
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Appendix 

Questionnaire (altered to fit book format) 
 
 
AREA:__________________Date:___________________________ 
 
General information 
 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Age: ____   Education level:_________________  Tribe/mother tongue:___ 
Marital status:______________  Living with spouse: Yes (  )  No (  )  
Duration of residence:____________ Tenure status (tenant/owner):_______ 
Place of birth:__________________  Other places of residence:__________ 
 
Number of people in household:_______  Under 18:_______ In school 
(boys/girls):___________________________________________________ 
 
Do you share house with other people apart from your partner/children? If 
yes, specify: 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Notes:________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Livelihoods 
 
Do you do any kind of work? If yes, specify: 
 
Type of work              Location Income (monthly) 
______________        ___________ ________________________ 



 264 

______________        ___________ ________________________ 
______________        ___________ ________________________ 
______________        ___________ ________________________ 
______________        ___________ ________________________ 
 
Why have you chosen to work?____________________________________ 
Why this type of work?__________________________________________ 
How do you travel to work?_______________________________________ 
 
Are you involved in any type of business? If yes, specify: 
 
Type Sales location          Input location       Income (monthly)    
__________    ______________    _____________    _______________ 
__________    ______________    _____________    _______________ 
__________    ______________    _____________    _______________ 
__________    ______________    _____________    _______________ 
 
Other locations and means of travelling:_____________________________ 
 
Why did you decide to have a business?_____________________________ 
Why this type of business?________________________________________ 
How do you travel to the places were you buy/sell products?_____________ 
 
Is anyone in your home working or involved in business? If yes, specify: 
 
Person      Type of work/business       Locations             Income (monthly) 
_______   __________________       ___________       _________________ 
_______   __________________       ___________       _________________ 
_______   __________________       ___________       _________________ 
_______   __________________       ___________       _________________ 
 
 
Do you or someone in you home receive money/food/commodities from 
other sources? Yes (  )  No (  )  
If yes, from whom and from where?________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you support anyone not living with you? If yes, please specify: 
Who?___________   How?_______________   Where?_________________ 
 
Have you been working with something else or had any other type of busi-
ness before? If yes: 
What did you do?_______________________________________________ 
Why did you quit/change job/business?______________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever dreamed about working with something else or doing another 
type of business? If yes, 
     What?______________________________________________________ 
     Why that job/business?________________________________________ 
     What prevents you from pursuing this dream?______________________ 
     ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Agricultural activities 
 
Do you have any garden/plot where you grow crops? 
     If no, why not?______________________________________________ 
     If yes, please specify: 
 
What do you grow?______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Where do you cultivate?__________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
If your garden/plot is not close to your home, how often do you go there and 
which means of transportation do you use?___________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you use any inputs (extra soil, fertilizers, pesticides, etc)? If yes, which 
ones and where do you get them?__________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Who does the work in the garden/plot? Please specify what work is carried 
out by whom:_________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you grow for: own consumption ( )    trading ( )      (check one or both as 
applicable). 
     If you sell, what do you sell?__________________________________ 
     Where do you sell it?_________________________________________ 
 
Do you keep animals other than pets? 
     If no, why not?_______________________________________________ 
     If yes, please specify: 
 
What animals do you have?_______________________________________ 
Where do you keep them?________________________________________ 
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If you do not keep them near your home, is someone else taking care of 
them? If yes, who?__________________________________________ 
 
How often to you go to the place where they are kept and which means of 
transportation do you use?________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you use any inputs (fodder, sawdust, etc)? If yes, please specify: 
     What do you use?____________________________________________ 
     Where do you get your inputs?__________________________________ 
 
Do you keep the animals for your own consumption or do you sell some of 
the produce?___________________________________________________ 
     If you sell, what do you sell?____________________________________ 
     Where do you sell it? 
 
Notes:________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Gender 
 
Have you participated in gender training?   Yes ( )    No ( ) 
 
Economy 
 
What do you do with the money that you earn?________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Who decides how your income should be spent?_______________________ 
Who decides how the income of other family members should be spent?____ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Does anyone in your home own asset like the following: Land/car/house? If 
yes, please specify what and which person who owns it:_______________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Who decides if any of these assets should be sold? ____________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Social and cultural: 
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Can you go wherever you want without asking someone’s permission? If no, 
whom do you ask?______________________________________________ 
 
Can you make your own decisions about: 
 Going to the market Yes ( ) No( )________________ 
 Going to the clinic Yes ( ) No( )________________ 
 Meeting friends Yes ( ) No( )________________ 
 Buying clothes Yes ( ) No( )________________ 
 What to eat/cook Yes ( ) No( )________________ 
 When to do your chores Yes ( ) No( )________________ 
 Children’s schooling Yes ( ) No( )________________ 
 Using family planning Yes ( ) No( )________________ 
 
Have you ever been beaten by anyone in your family? If yes, by whom? 
______________ _______________________________________________ 
Do you feel that that person was right/wrong to beat you? _______________ 
 
Please specify who does what at home (housework): ___________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
     
Politics 
 
Are you a member of: 
     An association, organization or club? If yes, which?_________________ 
     Church/mosque/other religious unit? If yes, which?__________________ 
     If member, do you have any specific position/responsibility? If yes, 
please specify what: _____________________________________________ 
 
Did you vote in any of the elections? Yes ( ) No ( ) If no, why not?________ 
Will you vote in the coming elections?  Yes ( ) No ( ) If no, why not?______ 
If yes, how will you decide which candidate to vote for? ________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Psychology 
 
Do you feel proud of yourself? Yes ( ) No ( ) Why?___________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Do you feel that you are respected by: 
     Your family:  Yes ( ) No ( ) 
     Your neighbours: Yes ( ) No ( ) 
Why?_________________________________________________________ 
 
Do feel that you are good at the work/chores that you do? Yes ( ) No ( ) 
Why? ________________________________________________________ 
Do you feel that you have the same value as anyone else in the family? 
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    Yes ( ) No ( )  Why? __________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
Notes: 
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