
Cora 

Empowering DiVA's next major version 

with metadata-driven flexibility



What is Cora

A metadata-driven platform for handling structured metadata and files, offered through an 
extensive API with access to the stored data, definitions and presentations, enabling 
independent clients.



Goals with Cora

● APIs
– External access to complete records

– Possibility to automate data changes

– Integrate into other systems

– Different clients

● Data maintainability
– Easy handling of changes to data structures

– No developers needed to alter data structures

– Changes to the system should not require clients 
to be updated

– Format specification that is easy to keep in sync 
with the system

● System maintainability
– Long term solution

– Easy to extend with new functionalities

– All components of the system should be kept up 
to date

● Open source code



Pillars of Cora

● REST-API
– All system functions accessible via the API

– Access to data in the same format as it is stored 
(with actions)

– Functions (search, index)

– Stateless

● Metadata driven system
– Enables easy handling of changes to the 

definitions

– Incoming data is validated against the 
definitions

– Updated machine-readable definition of the 
system (record types, variables, texts, etc)

– Presentations, enabling generic clients

– Rights-managed

● System architecture / code
– Data centered

– Modular

– Test friendly

– Clean architecture / code

● Common format
– JSON / XML

– Cora format

– System specific specification (DiVA)



Demo time 

Starting with a defined record "demo" 
containing two fields, we will demonstrate 
adding a new field "publicationName." We 
will then update an existing entry to 
include the new field and finally read the 
updated entry using the API.

● Demo
– publicationType (collection)

– numberOfPages (numeric)

– publicationName (text)

Steps

1) Show a client of Cora

2) Display the current demo record definition.

3) Add the new field "publicationName" to the 
record definition.

4) Display the updated demo record 
definition.

5) Add the presentation of the new field to the 
record presentations.

6) Update an entry of the record filling the 
new field.

7) Read the updated instance using a REST 
client.



Questions ?

More information at:

● Code
– https://github.com/lsu-ub-uu (Cora on Github)

● Preview application
– https://cora.epc.ub.uu.se/systemone/jsclient/ (Client of Cora)

– https://cora.epc.ub.uu.se/fitnesse/ (Test system of Cora)

https://github.com/lsu-ub-uu
https://cora.epc.ub.uu.se/systemone/jsclient/
https://cora.epc.ub.uu.se/fitnesse/
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