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Abstract

The relocation of Indonesia’s capital to Borneo aims to address Jakarta's challenges and
promote an equitable economy across the nation. However, the discourse surrounding this
move happens within elite circles, with characteristics of a technocratic, elitist decision-making
process with minimal public participation. The development of IKN (The Capital City) Nusantara
intertwines with complex political and economic dynamics and Borneo has long been subject to
exploitation, leading to land conflicts and environmental destruction. Utilizing a political ecology
and gentrification framework, this thesis explains power dynamics and displacement processes
associated with the ongoing development. It uses discourse analysis and a qualitative approach
with in-depth interviews and open-ended questions with several stakeholders. From the data
gathered and analyzed, the thesis finds that local people are marginalized and criminalized to
speed up construction. Moreover, the exclusion of Indigenous Peoples and local communities
from meaningful consultations led to eviction and displacement. The thesis also finds that the
lack of an Indigenous Peoples Bill, which has been stalled for over 14 years, seems to indicate
no interest in including them in the construction process. To conclude, these findings answer

questions about who is being sacrificed and who are the beneficiaries of this mega project.

Keywords: Indonesia’s New Capital, IKN (The Capital City) of Nusantara, Indigenous Peoples,

Political Ecology, Displacement, Eviction, Gentrification
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Abbreviation

1. APBI: Indonesian Coal Mining Association

2. APBN: Indonesian State Budget

3. BAPPENAS: National Development Planning Agency

4. BPS: Central Agency of Statistics

5. BRWA: Customary Area Registration Regency

6. DPR: People’s Representative Council

7. HGB: Right to build

8. HGU: Right to Cultivate

9. IKN Nusantara: The Capital City of Nusantara will serve as Indonesia's future capital

10.1UP: Mining business permits

11.JATAM: The Indonesian Mining Advocacy Network

12.KPK: Corruption Eradication Commission

13. OIKN: Nusantara Capital City Authority

14.PDRB: Product Domestic Regional Bruto

15.PPU and KUKAR: North Penajam Paser and Kutai Kartanegara

16.PSN: Project Strategic National

17.RDPU: Public Hearing Meeting

18.RUU Masyarakat Adat: Indigenous Peoples Bill

19.UNDRIP : United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People
Background

President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) has expressed that the decision to relocate the capital of
Indonesia from Jakarta to Borneo is motivated by the overwhelming challenges Jakarta faces
as the central hub for government, business, finance, trade, and services. Jakarta has the
challenges of being a densely populated, overcrowded, and sinking city (Hackbarth & de Vries,
2021). Land subsidence is caused by extensive groundwater extraction by residents. Some
areas sink by as much as 20 cm annually in the hardest-hit area (Takagi et al., 2021). According
to government projections, if current trends continue, a quarter of Jakarta will be underwater by
2050.

The construction of Indonesia’s new National Capital (IKN), Nusantara, is part of government
and economic decentralization efforts. The idea of relocating a country’s capital is not new, as

numerous nations have done this throughout history. For instance, Brazil decided to move its



capital from Rio de Janeiro to Brasilia in the 1960s, Turkey moved its capital from Istanbul to
Ankara in 1923, etc. Previously, the center of government and economy was centralized in
Jakarta, the island of Java, which caused development disparities between Java and the other
islands. Moving the country’s capital to a new location will make Indonesia’s economy more
evenly distributed (Hasibuan & Aisa, 2020). Constructing an IKN is considered to develop

infrastructure and create jobs in previously underdeveloped areas.

With all Jakarta’s problems and for an equitable economy, Jokowi moved the country’s capital
to Borneo Island, specifically East Borneo in the PPU (North Penajam Paser) and KUKAR (Kutai
Kartanegara) regencies. The new capital is built on forest land, is considered to be in the
geographical center of Indonesia, and is relatively safe from natural disasters like earthquakes
and floods (Ministry of National Development Planning of Indonesia, 2021). Jakarta would
remain a global-scale development, whereas Borneo would serve as the center of government
activities. With 10.56 million people living in Jakarta, only the State Civil Apparatus (ASN) will be
relocated to the new capital in the IKN, while the rest of the population can continue living in
Jakarta. According to the Ministry of National Development Planning, the relocation process is
expected to finish by 2045, accommodating a population of 2 million and costing around US

$34 billion or IDR 466 trillion, funded by both public and private investments.

However, various parties, including environmental experts, local people, and Indigenous
Peoples, are skeptical that the new capital development will make a more prosperous
community and positively impact all (Sumarmi et al., 2021). Economic experts even remain
doubtful that the new capital city will significantly impact the national economy. There are
concerns that this mega project could potentially strain state finances. Others believe that
regardless of the capital relocation, it is more crucial to address Jakarta's issues. The new
capital city had minimal public participation, and the draft of the IKN law was completed within
43 days and was approved when COVID-19 hit so that people could not demonstrate on the
street during that period. Despite criticism, the government remains committed to constructing
Indonesia’s new capital in Borneo. The question arises: Who benefits the most from this
ambitious mega project? And who is being sacrificed? Will IKN development support
decentralization if various decisions regarding the project are taken in Java, including the

relocation of state civil servants from Java?



Under Jokowi’s regime, there is a growing grip of oligarchy, with a decline in democracy

(Fukuoka & Djani, 2016). Oligarchy?, where entities maintain interconnected relationships driven
by shared political and economic interests. Unfortunately, all form of oligarchy only benefits the
ruling circle, with regulators around power as business actors align their decisions to favor elite

groups rather than address the needs of low and middle-class citizens.

Political-Economy in Borneo's Nature Resource Management

Borneo, Indonesia is a region rich in natural resources, and because of that, the land is busy
with several activities. Land concessions in Borneo are often complex and controversial. The
concession mostly involves various land uses such as Industrial Timber Plantations (HTI),
mining operations, and oil palm plantations. Historically, the number of companies has

expanded beyond economic activities and has penetrated into the political realm of power.

The political dynamics of the New Order era (1966- 1998) were centralized, and
authoritarianism changed to a decentralized system after the law was issued Regional
Autonomy in 1999. However, in some places, changes in the post-reform political system

have not substantively changed the bureaucratic structure (Mariana et al., 2013), and the legacy
of the New Order regime leaves its mark on the political and economic structure to this day. The
initial aim of decentralization to enhance inclusivity was undermined by local political groups
seeking profit (Novianto & Dessi Wulansari, 2023), and sometimes, the emergence of local elite
groups who hold power are often the old political elite. Practices of corruption, collusion, and
nepotism (often called KKN) continue, affecting the state institution and democratic process,

including natural resource policies (As’ad et al., 2023).

Decentralization shifts control of natural resources from central authorities to regional
governments where land concessions are permitted. Rich natural resource areas become
instruments of political conspiracy and bartering between politicians or regional head
candidates and entrepreneurs (Mariana et al., 2013). It was common for candidates running for
regional leadership to be economically supported by companies or to require a permit to use the

natural resources from that area in various other ways.

The management of natural resources had been delegated to regional governments, resulting in

regulatory arrangements. Mining business permits (IUP), have become an avenue for regional

1 Oligarchy, from ancient Greek, is a form of economic and political power structure concentrated in the hands of a select few
individuals, families, and influential political and economic entities



officials to gain income and political capital. In some cases, both local actors, including those
policymakers and non-bureaucrats who have strong socio-cultural legitimacy, have a significant
role in evaluating and endorsing IUP validation (As'ad, 2021). This clientelism? was shown in the
case of Kutai Kartanegara regent of East Borneo, Rita Widyasari, who issued 254 IUP in 2017
and was entering her second term in the following year, aiming to run for East Kalimantan
governor. She was accused of corruption by Indonesia’s Corruption Eradication Commission
(KPK), arrested, and convicted (Afriandi, 2019). Furthermore, KPK and civil society organizations
have observed a sharp rise in the number of mining licenses issued during an election

campaign or immediately after an election period (Khoo et al., 2017).

In 2014, the authority to release IUP shifted from the regional to the provincial government in
accordance with Law 23/2014 concerning the Regional Government. Then, in June 2020,
President Joko Widodo ratified Law Number 3 of 2020 concerning Minerals and Coals
(MINERBA law), which changed the provincial governor to the central government to authorize
and control minerals and coals. The rush ratification of the MINERBA law sparked public
outrage as Article 162 of Law Number 3 of 2020 indicates that people who try to disrupt mining
activities in any manner can be reported by the company and be subject to criminal penalties,
including fines up to IDR 100 million or 6.150 SUSD. In addition, with the new MINERBA law,
since the central government holds mining authority and removes the local government’s role, if
mining companies harm local communities, regional governments can not intervene and

conduct mediation (Utami, 2023).

The tug-of-war over regional and central governments' mining authority has shifted from
decentralized principles to more centralized ones, which is considered a lack of local
government involvement. Considering the data from KPK, from 2004 — 2024, there were 1541
corruption cases. Most of the corruption cases originated from the central government, 489
cases, while 78 cases were reported in the Borneo local government. MINERBA law raises
concerns about increased corruption risks in the central government (Fernando et al., 2023),
especially with mining authorities, as officials in various ministries and commissions have
relationships with mining companies. For example, Garibaldi Thohir, owner of Adaro Energy
Indonesia company, is Eric Thohir's brother. Eric Thohir has been Indonesia’s Minister of State

Owned Enterprises since 2019. Luhut Binsar is the Minister for Maritime Affairs investment and

2 A political or social system where a client provides political or financial banking to a patron, such as votes, in return for
specific benefits or privileges



owns the coal company Toba Bara Sejahtera, located in East Kutai. His nephew, Pandu P.

Sjahrir, is the general chairman of the Indonesian Coal Mining Association (APBI).

Borneo issues the most IUPs in Indonesia, and the majority of Indonesia’s coal reserves are
located in the East region (Toumbourou et al., 2020). The island is renowned for its abundant
coal reserves, and mining companies have established large-scale operations throughout the
region. Based on Indonesian law, once pits mining are no longer in use, they should be restored.
However, companies frequently disregard this order (Yusnikusumah et al., 2024), due to
widespread corruption. This corruption allows companies to leave behind their responsibilities
such as restoring abandoned pits. According to the Mining Advocacy Network (JATAM), there
were still 1735 coal mining pits in East Kalimantan that had not been rehabilitated in 2017
(Toumborou et al., 2020; JATAM, 2019). JATAM reports from 2011 to 2021, these ex-mining
pits have resulted in numerous deaths, 40 individuals, including the ex-mining pits in the area of
the new capital city. AlImost all of the victims were teenagers and children, with 7 adults

recorded among them.

Indonesia is the biggest palm oil producer in the world producing 60% of it (Li, 2018), and its
plantations are widespread on Borneo island. These plantations have expanded rapidly,
replacing vast tracts of forest and agricultural land (Carlson et al., 2013). Borneo's forests also
have attracted various industries seeking to exploit timber, minerals, and agricultural land.
However, in the middle of these corporate activities, there are significant challenges for local
communities and indigenous peoples. For instance, the Indigenous Dayak Simpakng people in
Kualan Hilir village and Botuh Bosi village face eviction of their land and deforestation (Giring,
2022). In Botuh Bosi village, three palm oil plantations and mining operations intrude on
indigenous land. The absence of specific legal protection, such as the Indigenous Peoples law,
threatens their position over land ownership in development projects. Until such laws are
passed, indigenous peoples will continue to face marginalization and human rights violations in

the face of large-scale development projects.

Problem Statement

In the current situation, limited English-language academic research exists on this ongoing
event. In addition, Indonesia is a democratic nation, and the crucial inquiry arises: for whom is
the new capital city being constructed? Is it genuinely for the benefit of the people, or does it
primarily serve specific elite groups? My concern sparked when the governor neglected people’s

voices in building this new capital, leading to the need for research to explore this issue.



Research Question
1. Does the construction of the new capital city create displacement of local and
Indigenous Peoples in Borneo, and if so — how?
2. Does the construction of the new capital city reflect and sharpen the power structures
and inequalities in Indonesia, especially in Borneo, and if so — in what ways?
3. What social and economic impact does the new capital have on local and indigenous

people, and how does it affect their environment?

Research Aim

The research aims to critically investigate the varied impact of building Indonesia’s new capital
city on local communities and Indigenous Peoples in Borneo. My thesis is that the locals and
Indigenous peoples are being neglected in the decision-making process. This study provides
empirical evidence on the impacts of the new capital city project, confirming the pattern of

global urban development.

Methodology

a. Theoretical Framework

° Political Ecology

Political ecology assumes that ecological changes are imbued with political dynamics with the
involvement of various interested actors rather than neutral processes. Within the political
ecology framework, it becomes crucial to investigate how political actors’ interests intersect

with economic and political structures, perpetuating environmental changes.

| choose to see through the lenses of political ecology to analyze how the interests of political
actors contribute to the displacement and gentrification of the locals and indigenous groups.
Moreover, with this political ecology concept, | will examine how economic and political
structures play and force environmental changes. The new capital city is built on land with
forest status, which creates deforestation and habitat disruption (Adinugroho et al., 2022).
Besides, the resource exploitation issue in Borneo has been an ongoing topic for decades due

to palm oil and mining industries (GroBmann, 2020).

One of the essential aspects of political ecology is the analysis of power relations and the

decision-making process to help distinguish among decision-makers, enforcers, monitors, and
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those affected by the decisions (Srhestha & Ojha, 2017; Adger et al., 2002). Using this
framework supports my hypothesis that local communities and Indigenous Peoples are
marginalized and excluded from participating in the decision-making process of the new capital

city.

° Displacement and Gentrification

For a long time, the progress of urban areas has tended to marginalize certain groups from
these spaces. Harvey (2008) illustrates a comparable situation in early 20t™-century Paris when
the French government avoided addressing slum settlements and restructured the urban area.
Architects and bureaucratic entities within city governments perceive urban space as static
entities that can be altered to align with specific objectives. This perspective impacts the view
of urban area development aligning with capitalist logic (Faulconbridge & McNeil, 2010). To
attract foreign investors, cities strive to portray a modern image, intentionally excluding
elements such as slums and marginalized groups (Harvey, 2008). The conditions above are
closely related to gentrification in urban area development. Gentrification is interpreted as
transforming social classes or vacant areas into middle-class regions or for commercial
purposes (Lees, Slater, & Wyly, 2007). Gentrification transforms the meaning of urban space

into a commodity that caters to the needs of the middle class or market.

Gentrification, as argued, is deemed necessary for revitalizing and enhancing urban conditions.
The condition of initially unhealthy and incredibly environmentally unfriendly areas can
experience quality improvements through gentrification (Atkinson, 2004). However, Harvey
(2009) argue that gentrification simultaneously gives rise to inequalities and problems related
to social justice. The focus of development on the needs of middle-class groups leads to the

further marginalization of disadvantaged groups, resulting in unjust urban formations.

The relocation of a nation's capital to a different region entails a shift in political dynamics and
has diverse sociological consequences. This thesis will explore two social consequences,
focusing on displacement and gentrification. Establishing new capital regions may lead to
gentrification, aligned with the development of urban spaces that attract the mobility of the
middle class, which may result in the displacement of the original inhabitants, particularly those

from lower social classes.

11



AMAN (The Alliance of Indigenous Peoples of the Indonesia Archipelago) estimates that there
are more than 20,000 individuals from 19 traditional communities in North Penajam Paser, and
two traditional groups in Kutai Kartanegara will become victims of new capital development.
These people will be increasingly marginalized and find it difficult to survive because their
livelihoods depend on forest, river, and sea products. When the space to live changes function
due to new capital development, the indigenous population also has the potential to lose
residence because of economic competition. Economic changes related to the new capital can
undermine traditional livelihoods, erode cultural practices, and force indigenous groups to adapt

to new ways of living.

In addition, infrastructure development, for example, roads and utilities associated with the new
capital, may attract wealthier and business residents. This growing investment and
development can drive up property values and higher costs of living, making it difficult for
existing residents, especially those with lower incomes, to afford housing and other living
expenses (Ortega, 2016; Smith, 1982).

b. Analysis method

e Discourse Analysis

The government of Indonesia uses mass media to broadcast this new capital city positively and
frame this initiative as a way to achieve a more prosperous community economically. | use
critical discourse analysis (CDA) developed by Norman Fairclough, as it provides

a strong approach for uncovering the construction of language, power, and ideology. Fairclough
(1997) emphasized that CDA views discourse (the use of language in speech and writing) as a
form of social practice that could reflect the influence of ideology. This results in the creation of
unequal power relations among social classes, genders, and between majority and minority
groups. Therefore, textual elements occur within a broader context, where language is tangled
with power dynamics. In CDA, language is viewed as an exercise of power. | utilize this
approach to thoroughly investigate the role of economic-political power in every aspect of the
thesis. In addition, | analyzed four sentences from 10 minutes of President Jokowi's speech at

the Ecosperity event in Singapore in 2023 to gain an understanding of these dynamics.
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(Diagram of Fairclough's three dimensions of CDA)

Fairclough divides CDA into three dimensions; text, discourse practice, and sociocultural
practices:

1. Text: is used as a representation containing specific ideologies, linguistically analyzed to
understand how reality is portrayed. This also includes looking at the sender-receiver
relationship (formal-informal, closed-open), and how the sender represents the text.

2: Discourse practice: involves the process of text production and consumption. Text
production focuses on the sender or author's experience, knowledge, habits, and other factors.
Meanwhile, text consumption depends on the reader or receiver’s experiences, knowledge, and
social context. It encircles how the reader interprets the presented text and sees text
distribution as an effort for the text maker to get acceptance in society.

3. Socio-cultural practice: the context beyond the text, such as societal, cultural, political, and

social context, which influences the presence of the text.

c. Data Collection
| have chosen a qualitative approach to exploring power dynamics and relationships within the
IKN issue, which aligns well with political ecology aims. In-depth interviews are essential to

understanding the experience of displacement and gentrification, how the local communities
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and Indigenous Peoples are being excluded, as well as to gain insight into the perspective of

several experts directly involved in handling the case.

The in-depth interviews lasted 1.5 — 2 hours each and involved open-ended questions with key
stakeholders, the Indigenous Peoples’ Alliance of Nusantara (AMAN), NGO representatives
focused on the environment (WALHI), and an expert in economics (Faisal Basri). The interview
consisted of 10 — 15 questions related to the research question and the theoretical framework
used. The audio was recorded and transcribed with the turboscribe Al tool, with the interviews
carried out in Bahasa Indonesia and slightly answered in English.
- AMAN: The Indigenous Peoples’ Alliance of Nusantara is an organization advocating
the rights of Indigenous Peoples in Indonesia, founded in 1999. AMAN has
established 115 Local Chapters in 33 provinces. AMAN currently consists of 2,422
indigenous communities with a population of around 20 million people. When the
organization comes to ownership, it belongs to Indigenous Peoples themselves. More

than half of AMAN'’s staff are Indigenous Peoples.

- WALHI: The Indonesian Forum for the Environment, or WALH], is a non-
governmental organization that was founded in 1980. It is the oldest and largest
environmental advocacy organization in Indonesia and has been affiliated with the
Friends of Earth International Network since 1989. Uniting more than 479 NGOs
across Indonesia, with independent offices and grassroots support in 27 provinces.
Since carrying out advocacy, WALHI has encountered structural and political
challenges. Environmental issues in Indonesia are inherently political, as they often
arise from policies that come from political interests. Therefore, WALHI remains

critical of political issues in its journey.

- Faisal Basri: Indonesian economist and politician. He teaches political economics,
international economics, and development economics at the University of Indonesia
(1981 - present), and is one of the founders of the Institute for Development of
Economics and Finances (INDEF) in 1995. He was the head of the Department of
Economic and Development Studies at the University of Indonesia (1995 - 1998) and
chairman of the College of Economics (STIE) Perbanas Jakarta (1999 - 2003). In

government, he was part of the “World Economic Development” team under the

14



Assistant Coordinating Minister of Economic Affairs (1985 - 1987) and a member of

the Presidential Assistance Team for Economic Affairs (2002).

The literature review also provides the historical context. My review focused on the history of
the management of natural resources and power distribution in Borneo over the past few
decades, with an emphasis on the mining industry. My main sources were previous journals,
research articles, books, and news reports, which | compared and oversaw with current

legislation and laws.

d. Limitations

Attempting to engage with Indigenous Peoples affected by the IKN construction directly, |
contacted AMAN after the interview, asking if they could facilitate meetings with Indigenous
Peoples so that | could get their perspective firsthand. AMAN said yes and agreed to help me.
However, during this time, a notice was issued for Indigenous Peoples and local communities to
move their homes within seven days. This urgent matter was understandable, leaving my
attention to an interview with Indigenous Peoples that could not be done. Last but not least, |
reside in Stockholm currently, not in Indonesia. If | were there with adequate money, | could

potentially make a trip to East Borneo to conduct interviews with Indigenous Peoples firsthand.

Result and Analysis

A. Oligarchy and Political Ecology in the New Capital City

a.1 IKN Law
IKN law mirrors the controversial processes of the MINERBA law and the Cipta Kerja
law. These laws were rushed through amidst controversy, with limited input from
stakeholders and quick discussions often held late at midnight. The IKN law has
sparked significant controversy due to its process, taking only 43 days for
discussion—a remarkably short time for such significant legislation. Academic
scrutiny of the law’s text has also raised concerns, particularly regarding its
sociological basis and lack of references from Indonesian academics. The academic
scrutiny of the law’s text only consisted of 17 references in the texts related to the
IKN law, none of which originate from Indonesian scholars®. Moreover, this rapid

process appeared forced and hurried, while moving the country’s capital involves

3 From Naskah Akademik Rancangan Undang-Undang Tentang Ibu Kota Negara (IKN), by BAPPENAS, 2021.
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more complexities beyond technical matters such as infrastructure and budgeting. It
also requires a comprehensive assessment of social, environmental, and cultural

elements.

Local felt left out due to the absence presence of including them in planning the IKN
project (Sumarmi 2021; Sujana, 2019). The governor invited AMAN once to provide
input as an expert resource at the General Hearing Meeting on December 9, 2021.
AMAN was asked to convey the impact of IKN, especially on Indigenous communities
in two districts, PPU and KUKAR. AMAN declined the new capital, highlighting the
anticipated tenurial conflicts and displacement of Indigenous communities. However,
the decision regarding IKN was legalized one month later, in January 2022, without
further follow-up or discussion from AMAN. As AMAN stated:
“Before the IKN law passed in December 2021, the DPR invited us as an expertin a
RDPU (Public Hearing Meeting). We highlighted the lack of due diligence in IKN’s
social impacts, especially in PPU and KUKAR districts. We emphasized the need to
address several existing problems before building IKN, as customary areas are
highly overlapped. Suddenly, in January 2022, to our surprise, the decision was
[made and] legalized, raising our worries about Indigenous Peoples involvement

being merely a justification for formality”, (AMAN, 2024).

As a signatory to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People
(UNDRIP), Indonesia must refer to the two principles of UNDRIP in guaranteeing the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. One of the main principles that AMAN highlighted is
Free Prior Informed Consent (FPIC), which demands that indigenous peoples be fully
informed and that their consent is obtained before projects affecting their territories
are implemented (United Nations, 2007). However, no FPIC was conducted prior to
the beginning of construction:
“Indigenous Peoples hold the right of FPIC, as stated in the UNDRIP. FPIC means
that Indigenous Peoples must be consulted and communicated with so they can
freely decide whether to allow entry into their traditional territories without
intimidation or coercion. The most important is C stands for consent, so to agree or
not is the Indigenous Peoples' right. This right is often violated, including in projects
like IKN as seen in the case of Indigenous communities in Kalimantan not being
consulted during IKN’s consolidation”, (AMAN, 2024).

16



Lindroth (2014) discusses the ethical dimensions of development where
incorporating Indigenous perspectives is important and a right into development
policies. However, this finding supports Lindroth’s statement by demonstrating that
development projects often fail to respect the rights and needs of Indigenous Peoples

which create further marginalization and loss of cultural rights and heritage.

So far, the IKN law (UU No.3/2022) has been revised twice after being legalized within
two years, in November 2022 and in October 2023. President Jokowi asked for the
law to be revised to speed up development and the transition process to the new
capital city. The IKN law revision had several main points: the organizational structure
of the IKN Authority, financing structure, and land matters. According to Government
Regulation Number 12 of 2023 concerning Granting Permits and Ease of Doing
Business in IKN states that business actors can be given rights to land in HGB (Hak
Guna Bangunan or Right to build), HGU (Hak Guna Usaha or Right to Cultivate), and
Hak Pakai (the Right to Use). Cultivation Rights or HGU for land in IKN is a maximum
of 95 years in one cycle. With the revised law, this HGU can be extended for another
95 years, bringing the total term of the HGU to 190 years. Land rights in the form of
Building Use Rights, or HGB, can be granted for a maximum period of 80 years for one
cycle and extended simultaneously so that investors can get HGB for 160 years in
total. The right to use has a maximum term of 80 years and can be extended again for

the same duration.

Land rights regulations that give investors or companies concessions for hundreds of
years will widen disparities in land tenure. In contrast, marginalized groups such as
Indigenous Peoples, local communities, and fishermen are the most affected and can
be displaced anytime. This demonstrates the state prioritizes corporations over the

needs of its people.

a.2 Political Interest

According to civil society coalition, #BersihkanIindonesia, the site chosen for the IKN
is not vacant; it currently hosts 162 concessions for mining, forestry, oil palm
plantations, and coal-fired power plants covering a total area of 180,000 hectares,

three times the size of Jakarta and twice the area of New York City (Normile, 2022).
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Currently, the government has expanded the area designated for IKN to 260,000

hectares and 68,189 hectares of seawater.

The companies on land allocated for IKN should restore at least 94 inactive mining
pits (Bersihkan Indonesia, 2022). The government claims that the state can take
concession lands whenever necessary. However, critics argue that taking back the
land has the potential to benefit the corporation that owns the concession, at least by
possibly mitigating the negligence of closing mine holes, which has resulted in the
loss of life among local residents. This land includes concessions belonging to
Javanese businessmen such as Hashim Djojohadikusumo, Prabowo Subianto’s
brother who was the current Minister of Defense during Jokowi’s tenure and
President-elect of Indonesia, as well as those belonging to the Minister of Maritime

and Investment Affairs, Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan.

Indonesia’s Democracy Index has declined in the last five years, as recently revealed
by the latest report from the Economic Intelligence Unit (Rahman et al., 2022;
Benjamin et al., 2022). One of the key factors behind this decline is the dominance of
the People’s Representative Council (DPR), which is not balanced by an adequate
checks and balances mechanism. The existence of an opposition aligns with the
spirit of democratic government and having this control role will undoubtedly prevent
the establishment of an authoritarian or oligarchic government system (Mahfud MD,
2019). With the vast majority of DPR’s 81.9%* seats as the coalition, supported by
parties supporting the government, the lack of significant opposition results in a lack
of scrutiny and constructive debate on government policies and actions. Oversized
coalitions can be seen as strategies for presidents to distribute resources among
several parties, preventing partners from becoming too strong as rivals (Slater, 2018).
In addition, even though there is a public hearing process, this often does not have a
meaningful impact in the context of a decline in the democracy index. Public

presence may only be a formality without any real influence on policy-making.

4 From Data Boks Katadata 2019
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B. IKN Impacts on Environment, Society, and Economics

b.1 Biodiversity and Forest
The IKN location was selected based on a risk assessment, including floods,
landslides, forest fires, earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions. It was selected
because it is free from natural disasters. The new city plan covers 256,000 hectares
and is divided into the government center and urban areas, with more than 65%
designated as green space, this policy aligns with President Jokowi's desire to make
IKN a forest city. The government claimed that IKN prioritizes green, smart, and
sustainable development, and forest clearing will be minimal. As well as respecting
the rights of Indigenous Peoples in the process and aiming for zero carbon

emissions.

According to the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, the total forest area in Borneo
is about 36.9 million hectares, and it reaches 8.3 million hectares in East Borneo
alone. Construction of this project in the middle of the forest, which is considered the
lungs of the world and is the largest rainforest in Southeast Asia, is a risk. Such a big
development will undoubtedly affect the ecosystem and living creatures in the East
Borneo forest area. Additionally, the new city will attract economic activity which
includes the construction of new roads and infrastructure, which are known to

commit more deforestation.

Borneo has massive biodiversity, Ashton (1989) estimated the presence of 10,000 to
15,000 vascular species in Borneo. In 2004, using updated taxonomy and new
methods, Roos estimated 14,423 plant species (Budiharta et al., 2017). In East
Borneo, there are 527 types of plants, 180 birds, 25 herpetofauna species, and over
100 mammal species. Most of the animals are threatened with extinction. The most
endangered animals belong to the primate order including orangutans, proboscis
monkeys, and kelawat gibbons (Rohmah, 2024). As WALHI stated,

“Proboscis monkeys and orangutans are currently the most endangered species due
to IKN construction, while Balikpapan Bay is home to dugongs and porpoises”, (WALHI,
2024).

Since 1973, Borneo has lost approximately 30% of its original forest cover because of

land clearing and fires (Normile, 2022). Around 7.0 million hectares, which accounted
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for 76% of the total area of industrial plantations in 2015, were originally old-growth
forests in 1973. Out of this, 4,5 million hectares had been quickly replanted; 3.7 to 3.9
million hectares were used for oil palm plantations, and 0.8 — 0.9 million hectares
were for pulpwood (Gaveau, 2016). Research found that sensitive ecosystems,
including forest reserves and mangroves, are being affected by the new capital’s
direct and indirect footprint. Moreover, the emission from deforestation within the
new capital’s direct (30 km) and indirect (200 km) footprint could be around 50
MtCO2e and 2326 MtCO2e, respectively, and this number is equal to 2.7% and 126%

of Indonesia’s 2014 greenhouse gas emissions (Teo et al., 2020) .

Even in the absence of the new capital project, Indonesia is already dealing with
significant environmental and biodiversity challenges as the country loses about
100,000 hectares® of forest annually. Environmental management requires the
concept of environmental justice, which is parallel to human rights and environmental
equality. It demands that no community benefits at the expense of others, whether
through habitat destruction or disaster. Even though IKN wants to have 65% as green
space, it needs a guarantee of restoration and forest sustainability. In addition,
restoring damaged areas through reforestation is a challenging task. Reforestation
projects require significant effort, and their success is heavily influenced by weather,
weeds, pests, and ongoing maintenance, where effective reforestation could take
over 100 years (Bolijn et al., 2022; Eng, 2015).

b.2 Displacement and Gentrification

The seizure of traditional territories, as seen in projects like IKN, poses a grave threat
to indigenous peoples’ identity. These lands are beyond just economic resources;
they are integral to indigenous culture, serving as spiritual, cultural, and practical
centres. Dispossession of these lands jeopardizes indigenous identity by severing
these vital connections. Rituals conducted in traditional areas with specific plants
reflect the deep cultural ties to the land. Losing access to traditional territories
threatens future generations’ ability to preserve and practice their cultural heritage.
As AMAN stated:

“Cultural identity is strongly tied to traditional territories for Indigenous Peoples. For

example, if we want to carry out a ritual, it must be carried out in specific traditional

5 From The Ministry of Environment and Forestry 2022
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areas using specific plants found only there, and the ritual is performed in our own
language. That is why traditional territories are vital and sacred for us. When
territories are taken, these cultural elements are lost, endangering our identity and
eventually merging us into urban communities. For Indigenous Peoples, identity
itself determines who we are”, (AMAN, 2024).

Indonesia has ratified both UNDRIP and The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which encompasses civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, and is
obliged to fulfill everyone’s rights. Fundamental rights serve as the foundation for a
just society, so it is important to prioritize their protection in all aspects of governance
and development. Cultural rights, which encompass preserving heritage, language,
and identity, must not come at the expense of development efforts (United Nations,
2023). Neglecting cultural rights leads to the marginalization of certain groups in
society, especially indigenous groups in this case, as well as the erosion of diversity.
Moreover, the ratification of the covenant brings consequences for the government'’s
obligations and responsibilities in implementing the protection and promotion of
human rights for the entire community, guaranteeing by formulating development
policies and executions that comply with human rights principles and this pattern of
confiscation, often observed in infrastructure projects, perpetuates the

marginalization of Indigenous Peoples.

In March 2024, a letter from the Nusantara Capital City Authority (OIKN) to 200
residents to demolish their buildings at the IKN construction site. The First Warning
Letter Number 019/ST I-Trantib-DPP/OIKN/111/2024 gives residents 7x24 hours on
working days to demolish buildings and move people out that do not comply with IKN
spatial planning provisions and statutory regulations. This sparked public outrage and
led to widespread discussions. However, OIKN later said the letter contained false
information and was a hoax. The authority affirmed no plans to demolish residents’

homes, in opposition to what is indicated in the letter.

On the other hand, Amnesty International Indonesia confirmed that the letter was
actual. This was revealed in two letters with OIKN letterhead dated March 4, 2024, to
the residents of Sepaku spread across four villages in Sukaraja, Bukit Raya,

Pemaluan, and Bumi Harapan. Media reports also revealed that the first page of the
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OIKN letter was number 179/DPP/OIKN/111/2024 regarding an invitation to attend to
follow up on violations of construction that were not permitted and were not in
accordance with the IKN Spatial Plan. Moreover, the deputy for Socioeconomic
Affairs of OIKN explained that indigenous peoples would still be relocated if the state
needed to use the land for IKN. Nonetheless, he adamantly opposed labeling this

process as eviction.

The letter to move local people from their houses and the deputy’s statement indicate
the limited scope for participation by the Sepaku, local community. Forcing them to
leave their ancestral land or land they have lived in for a long time shows an action
that violates the principles of social justice and the absence of meaningful
consultation. Moreover, the Sepaku community has the right to determine the future
of their place of residence. Residents' rights must be protected, and countries must

ensure they no longer fall victim to detrimental and discriminatory policies.

While for local communities, the proposed National Capital City (IKN) Nusantara
project will occupy a portion of Balikpapan Bay, impacting two main ports: Semayang
Port, which will become a public port with international shipping lanes, and Kariangan
Terminal, serving as an international cargo port deep within the bay. However, the
East Borneo Regional Regulation Number 2/2021 does not allocate space for
settlements or fishing grounds for fishermen in Balikpapan Bay; instead, it designates
it as a port zone. Fisherman from North Penajam Paser, East Borneo, expressed
concern over the increasing difficulty of accessing fishing areas due to coastal
industries (Hariandja, 2022). He reminisced when abundant catches up to 30kgs were
the norm, contrasting it with the present struggle to secure an adequate meal.
According to WALHI, more than 10,000 fishermen access and catch fish daily in
Balikpapan Bay will be seriously affected. This number consists of 6,426 fishermen
from Kutai Kartanegara Regency, 2,984 fishermen in 5 sub-districts of Maridan,
Mentawir, Lango Beach, Jenebora, and Gresik from North Penajam Paser Regency,

and 1,253 fishermen from Balikpapan.

There are allegations of criminalization to accelerate the development of the VVIP
(very important person) IKN airport in East Borneo. The arrest of nine farmers at

Lango Beach, North Penajam Paser (PPU), who were affected by the construction of
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the IKN airport by the East Borneo Regional Police, has caused controversy regarding
the arrest procedure. The arrest occurred without the presentation of a warrant or
arrest order. Subsequently, local police members issued an arrest warrant for the
family on Sunday evening, February 25, 2024, even though the farmers had been
detained in jail on February 24. The police claimed that the operator was threatened
by farmers using sharp weapons, so the operator was forced to stop operations and
report the incident to the police. However, the sharp weapons used turned out to be
agricultural equipment that farmers usually carry in their agricultural activities
(Rahma et al., 2024). In total, there are 676 residents in five sub-districts affected by
the construction of the VVIP IKN Airport.

The displacement of Indigenous Peoples and local communities due to the
construction of IKN and its surrounding area has happened and will lead to various
issues. Looking back at history, deforestation and the loss of indigenous peoples’
land started with forest concessions decades ago. With 2 million people expected to
move to the new capital, without proper assessment and mitigation, it could escalate
social conflicts, widen inequalities between migrants and locals, and stem economic
competition between upper middle-class immigrants and local residents with lower
income. The exclusivity of IKN, where only wealthy individuals can afford to live, could
intensify economic disparities. Furthermore, OIKN's hesitation to use the term
“eviction” does not mitigate the force of their action against the Sepaku community.
By neglecting the reality and glossing over the term, OIKN avoids the severe

disruption and injustice inflicted upon the Sepaku people.

The goal of sustainable development is to seek a balance between economic growth,
environmental protection, and social inclusion (Brundtland Report, 1987). However,
the forced removal of Indigenous and local communities' land for IKN discounts
these principles. Sustainable development can not be achieved when it comes at the
expense of vulnerable groups. Sustainability effort requires inclusive development in
the process, ensuring the dignity and rights of all, especially those who are
marginalized and most affected by development projects. One of the necessities of
building sustainable development is to have meaningful consultation and
participation of indigenous and local communities in the decision-making process

that affects their lives. On top of that, health issues will arise due to the loss of
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traditional lands and cultural practices. The stress and trauma associated with forced
displacement can have long-term effects such as depression and other mental
disorders. A study found that the primary causes of intergenerational historical
trauma among indigenous peoples include their displacement from ancestral lands
(Sevillano et al., 2022; Turner & Pope, 2009). Moreover, this finding confirms previous
research on development-induced displacement and its impacts on local
communities, where Oliver Smith (2009) argues that displacement due to
development projects often results in significant socio-economic challenges for
affected populations, such as exacerbating poverty, and can lead to long-term

psychological stress for the displaced people.

b.3 Indigenous Peoples Bill

Up until now, AMAN has simultaneously urged the approval of the Indigenous
People’s Bill, which has stalled for over fourteen years. The Draft Law (RUU) on
Indigenous Law Communities, proposed by two members of the National Democratic
Party faction from the electoral districts of South Sulawesi and Papua, has been
under discussion since 2014-2019. The bill was also approved by the plenary meeting
of the DPR Legislative Body on September 4, 2020. However, it was never passed in
the DPR plenary session. The absence of regulations that protect indigenous
communities means they are still vulnerable to various threats, violence, and
criminalization. The presence of the law on Indigenous Peoples is urgently needed so
that Indigenous peoples receive recognition and protection from the state. However,
there has been a lack of political will from the President and the DPR to legalize the
law, which is considered an obstacle to development and investment. As AMAN said:
“This bill has been stalled for over 14 years due to a lack of political will. Despite
AMAN's support coalition, the bill has not progressed past the DPR’s discussions.
President Jokowi assigned six ministries to lead, including the Ministry of Home
Affairs (KEMENDAGRI). However, those meetings showed little progress. Ministries
argue that existing laws, such as Village law (Undang-Undang Desa), already cover
indigenous rights, and the governor has the forest law, which says there must be a
permit if indigenous people want to be recognized, so there is no need to pass the
Indigenous Peoples bill. While the bill aims to simplify the recognition process,
bridging sectoral divides. After all these years, the bill remains stagnant, symbolizing

the ongoing struggle for indigenous rights in Indonesia”, (AMAN, 2024).
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The absence of state recognition makes obtaining a legal basis for Indigenous
communal living space difficult. When living space is encumbered with land
concessions such as mining, land industry, or a location for infrastructure
development, residents will try to defend it. Then, tenure conflicts often arise, leading
to discrimination, criminalization, and displacement. Throughout 2023, AMAN
reported cases of violence and criminalization throughout Indonesia, which caused
247 victims - 204 people were injured, one person was shot dead, and approximately
100 residents' homes Indigenous Peoples were destroyed because they were
considered to be inhabitants of the state area in the name of investment, whether
private or governmental. These actions, aimed at eradicating the rights of Indigenous

Peoples, are carried out systematically through the repressive laws by the state.

Regional governments are in a crucial position regarding the policy scenario of
recognizing Indigenous Peoples and their traditional rights, including rights to
customary territories. Through its authority to form regional legal products, regional
governments can make Indigenous Peoples “visible” in the eyes of the law. However,
the national law does not provide regional governments with the authority to
determine rights. The central government, including the president and various

ministries, holds the authority for this process.

Due to the involvement of multiple ministries, there are often sectoral issues, leading
to separate and even conflicting recognition processes of Indigenous Peoples. For
example, 248 regional legal instruments have acknowledged the presence of
Indigenous Peoples and their traditional territories. According to the Customary Area
Registration Regency (BRWA), 26.9 million hectares of customary territories across
the archipelago have been registered with BRWA. However, only 14% of these
territories have received official recognition. This means that this recognition does
not mean their rights are being determined as it lies within the authority of the central
government through sectoral ministries; customary forests are determined by the
Ministry of Environment and Forestry, customary land or communal rights are
determined by the Ministry of Agrarian Affairs and Spatial Planning. As of now, the
Ministry of Environment and Forestry has established customary forests in 123

communities, covering a total area of 221,648 hectares. From this number, this
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shows a significant disparity between the recognition of Indigenous Peoples by the
Regional Government, and the slow progress at the central government. As a result,
there is a lack of comprehensive recognition of customary territories as Indigenous
Peoples. This fragmented approach complicates and prolongs the process, often
resulting in these territories being vulnerable to confiscation where violence and

criminalization are used.

According to AMAN, large projects face challenges and resistance from Indigenous
Peoples because the Indigenous Peoples Bill has not been ratified. The president and
DPR should not consider the Indigenous Peoples Bill a threat. On the contrary,
recognizing this bill can help promote sustainable development by ensuring that
development is carried out with sustainability aspects and that the needs of
Indigenous Peoples are met. Moreover, this bill can avoid disputes between
development projects and the needs of Indigenous Peoples, as well as reduce the risk
of social conflict. The legalization of Indigenous Peoples law is necessary to restore
the state's relationship with indigenous peoples, placing them in equal status as other
Indonesian citizens. This legislation is vital to protect indigenous peoples so they can
live safely, thrive, and develop as a community group with human dignity and free

from discrimination and violence.

b.4 Unequal Economic Development and Money Politics
Indonesia is the biggest archipelagic nation in the world, consisting of 17,000 islands
with more than 260 million residents. Inequalities development in Indonesia extends
beyond the geographical location of Jakarta as the capital city. Instead, it highlights
the centralistic tendencies within the government. The center of control in Jakarta
means that development policies focus on Java island, generating 56% of Indonesia’s
GDP while leaving other areas behind (BPS, 2019).

As Faisal Basri stated:

“Some argue that the goal of the IKN is decentralization and equality like there are
distinctions between western and eastern regions. Yes, the eastern regions need to be
supported and developed further, however, the true problem is how unequal

development across Indonesia [is]. The root cause is not Jakarta in Java island being
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the capital city, but rather a highly centralized government. Therefore, the solution to

achieving equality is to strengthen regional autonomy”, (Faisal Basri, 2024).

In January 2016, President Jokowi initiated Project Strategic National (PSN), a series
of projects implemented by central government and/or business entities that aimed
at fostering economic growth and regional progress throughout Indonesia. While
PSNs might seem beneficial on paper, they often fail to deliver tangible benefits to
local communities (Aji & Khudi, 2021). Although they can boost regional budget
income (PAD) and economic growth figures, these improvements are often
superficial and fail to transfer into real benefits at the grassroots level. Some projects

even show no economic growth on paper at all.

Many PSN projects end up being mere symbols, offering little actual value to the
regions. For instance, the Mandalika tourism project in Lombok, nickel mining in
Sulawesi, and the food estate program in the agricultural sector. Mandalika tourism
projects aimed at developing tourist attractions outside of Bali (Satrio, 2021).
However, this intention has not been equipped with its human rights concern and
ecological perspective. United Nations (UN) experts and local residents have reported
cases of land grabbing, forced evictions, and intimidation in the Mandalika project
(Jong, 2022). According to a survey conducted by the Indonesian Infrastructure
Development Monitoring Coalition, 94% of respondents expressed that they were not

involved in consultation on the Mandalika project (Renaldi, 2023).

Additionally, there is also a lack of economic growth. The Mandalika Circuit was
hosting prestigious internal sporting events like MotoGP 2022 and World Superbike
(WSBK). However, these events resulted in losses in Indonesia, with the WSBK event
losing IDR 100 billion, while MotoGP suffered a loss of IDR 50 billion. These losses,
coupled with the failure to recoup the initial investment, have led to a debt of IDR 4.6
trillion (Rahmawati, 2023).

West Nusa Tenggara (NTB) Regional Governor Zulkieflimansyah expressed his

intention to step in and take over. He stated that the regional government could

explore various opportunities to enhance the use of the Mandalika Circuit. This
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regional leader's expression highlighted the inadequacy of regional participation in

the project and showed that they were not even in charge of their region’s project.

Despite the hype surrounding these PSN projects, their impact on local communities
is minimal, not strengthening the socio-economic fabric of local people. Mandalika
project land was placed in four villages, and residents were given a deadline to vacate
the area. There are reports of increased militarization and intimidation tactics used
against those who protest or seek better compensation and dispute resolution
(Business & Human Rights Resource Centre, 2023). Another example is the food
estate in Borneo, which aimed to enhance food security and agricultural productivity
to reduce dependency on imports. However, the results have been disappointing after
two years of implementation in Central Borneo. A cassava plantation spanning 600
hectares has stalled, and 17,000 hectares of newly developed rice fields have yet to

yield any harvest (Pasaribu, 2023).

The Legal Aid Foundation (YLBHI) documented 106 cases of land conflicts in both
PSN and non-PSN areas from 2017 to 2023. PSN fails to prioritize the needs of local
communities in its development agendas, and having a top-down approach means
neglecting local wants and needs. Based on Faisal Basri’'s argument, which
emphasized the urgency of strengthening regional autonomy instead of recentralizing
power, this evidence shows that central government projects often fail to generate
prosperity and equality. Strengthening and empowering regional autonomy is a
crucial step to addressing development disparity. The true measure of success for
PSNs is their ability to foster local communities and stimulate genuine economic
development, rather than simply boosting numbers on paper. When regions have
more freedom in managing local resources and decisions, they can formulate policies
that better suit each unique area's needs and potential. One indicator of economic
integration within regions lies in the price disparities between regions.

“Indonesia’s economy lacks integration, and one of the indicators of economic
integration is low price disparities between regions.”, (Faisal Basri, 2024).
In Indonesia, there are notable price gaps across different regions. For instance, the
cost of petrol varies greatly between Papua and Jakarta (IDR 70.000 - 100.000/liter
vs. IDR 15.000/liter). The cost of cement per sack in 2021 was IDR 53,200 in Java,
however, the price in Jayapura was IDR 73,300 per sack and IDR 530,000 in Wamena
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(Nuryati & Erland, 2022). In addition, higher prices for essential goods in areas further
away from distribution hubs due to transport and logistic costs (Harahap, 2019; Arndt
& Sundrum, 1975).

Constructing a new capital city as a solution to balance development and
decentralization lacks coherence. IKN is in East Borneo, which has the second-
highest Product Domestic Regional Bruto (PDRB), or the highest regional per capita
income in Indonesia after Jakarta in 2023 (BPS, 2024). Therefore, it does not
guarantee that the development of new capital will guarantee equitable development,
as the area already generates substantial revenue. To overcome Indonesia's
development imbalance, the governor needs to shift the centralized paradigm
centered on the capital city and give other regions more power to control their
development agendas. This way, we can achieve a more equitable and sustainable

trajectory for development throughout Indonesia

At the beginning of construction, Jokowi pledged to cover 20% of the expenses for
the project with the Indonesian State Budget (APBN) and relied on private
investments, including from abroad. He said foreign investors would invest 80% to
cover the rest of the planning budget. However, as of now, attracting foreign investors
has been challenging. For example, Softbank withdrew its plans last year, worrying
about the IKN's economic feasibility, as well as France Development Agency (AFD)

canceled to be an investor after the investment feasibility assessment process.

Indonesia's focus on balanced development is not just about moving the capital
physically from Jakarta to East Borneo—it should guide policymakers to orient all
development policies and programs toward achieving social justice. In this context, it
would be more cautious if any available funds were utilized by the respective regional
development plans to build growth centers in various areas of the province. Moreover,
the argument for having the capital city in the center of the nation becomes irrelevant
as modern computation makes everything move online, particularly administrative
needs and activities. As Faisal Basri stated:

“In this modern era and future orientation, everything is moving online, and the relevance

of having a capital city in the middle of Indonesia will be insignificant. Many countries’
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capital cities are not centrally located, for example, Hanoi-Vietnam, and neither is
Stockholm-Sweden”, (Faisal Basri, 2024).

Money politics is a pervasive issue in many development, construction, and
infrastructure projects across Indonesia (Aspinall & Sukmajati, 2015). These projects
often involve promises, money, and various incentives, which can swing opinions and
damage people's perspectives. This phenomenon is evident in the support for the IKN
project from certain Indigenous groups.

“There are Indigenous community groups who have shown support for IKN, but
apparently, they are not from those two districts (PPU and KUKAR). This issue is
common in other communities throughout Indonesia. When development projects enter,
money politics persist and play a significant role here. This leads to internal conflicts

within indigenous communities who agree and those who disagree”, (AMAN, 2024).

In this case, this is damaging indigenous perspectives on protecting their customary
territories and respecting their ancestral laws. This external influence disrupts the
unity within indigenous communities and is considered a common pattern for
fracturing community harmony. Therefore, understanding the root cause of
someone’s position is crucial to have a comprehensive understanding. AMAN said
that Indigenous Peoples in the affected areas of IKN disagree with the construction,
as it is stated clearly:

“For AMAN members, specifically those in the affected areas--PPU and KUKAR
districts, we oppose the existence of IKN”, (AMAN, 2024).

C. Disparities Between The Governments’ Statements Vs.Reality

The President and government portray the IKN construction positively in the media - on
television, as well as on governor websites, the IKN website®, and with the help of influencers.
However, there is evidence that some statements are far from the truth, showing the difference

between the official discourse and the reality on the ground.

Governments’ statements Reality Sources

IKN is flood-free and will not | Floods have struck the IKN IKN Akan Jadi Ibu Kota Modern
yang Bebas Banijir -

flood for the next 100 years area in East Borneo. This

6 https://www.ikn.go.id/en
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time, the flood affected the
area of Bumi Harapan Village,
Sepaku District, Penajam
Paser Utara (PPU) Regency,
inundating the main roads
leading to the IKN

development project.

Suaradewata.com

IKN Bakal Jadi Role Model 'Kota

Spons' di Indonesia, Apa itu?

(cnbcindonesia.com)

7 Fakta Pembangunan IKN, dari

Kendala Biaya hingga Ancaman

Banijir - Ekonomi dan Bisnis -

koran.tempo.co

Pemerintah Desain IKN Bebas

Banjir Selama 100 Tahun

(cnnindonesia.com)

Kawasan IKN Nusantara Banijir

Laqi, Faktor Historis yang
Mempengaruhi dan 6 DAS di
Wilayah IKN - Tribunkaltim.co

(tribunnews.com)

Net-zero, low-carbon, and

smart city

The incidence of acute
respiratory disease (ISPA)

increases in the IKN area

Penyakit Pernapasan Meningkat di

Wilayah IKN (kaltimtoday.co)

Dampak Karhutla, ISPA Jadi

Ancaman Kesehatan Warga IKN

(disway.id)

Indigenous Peoples agreed
and were Involved in IKN

Development

Indigenous Peoples affected
in the IKN area, part of The
Alliance of Indigenous
Peoples of the Indonesia

Archipelago, oppose IKN

No prior FPIC was conducted

before the IKN construction

Masyarakat Adat Terlibat Dalam

Pembangunan IKN -

Suaradewata.com

Dewan adat Dayak Paser dukung
pembangunan di IKN - ANTARA

News Kalimantan Timur
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D. Synical Marketing of the IKN
At the Ecosperity Week Event in Singapore on 7 June 2023, President Jokowi invited investors
to join IKN. In his 10-minute speech, he addressed several topics. Four chosen sentences are

explored in-depth here through critical discourse analysis with a political-ecology lens.

No | Topic Jokowi's statement

1. | Business Incentives “Incentives. Easy. Easy. | was also a businessman. Don't
worry. We have prepared fiscal incentives, tax holidays, non-
collected value-added tax, super deduction tax, and import
duty.”

2. | Singaporeans living in IKN “Nusantara will be comfortable to live in and to do business. |
know, housing prices here (Singapore) have risen very high.
Maybe living in Nusantara can become an option.”

3. | IKN Nusantara “Continuity of Nusantara capital city development, world-
class, smart city, surrounded by nature, green nature with 65%
forest, the first carbon-neutral city in Indonesia, which has
world-class education and health facilities”

4. | Certainty for Investor “Whoever will lead Indonesia will be focused on turning this
magnificent country into the powerhouse and giant of Asia.
So everything will be fine. No need to worry. Your investment
in Indonesia will continue to be saved.”

From a text analysis perspective, | find the following. The IKN is marketed to fit businessmen. It
e.g., provides abundant tax intencives. Jokowi says that he was a businessman too,
representing that he understands the needs of businessmen. Thus, he knows the challenges
businessmen face and is able to address them effectively by giving incentives. At the same
time, he has arole as a president when delivering the message. Jokowi positions himself as a
“reassuring” figure to the business community. Moreover, he used the word easy two times
after the word incentives, meaning that he ensure and show his presidential authority that the
incentives for investors are easily managed. According to Foucault (1998), power can manifest
through rules, regulations, and arrangements, all of which establish and govern relationships to

shape outcomes.

The second statement (see table above) shows power distribution, focusing on Singaporean
investors as the subject who will gain all the benefits: the right to live and to do business.
However, that Jokowi is inviting them to live there is inappropriate given the current land
conflict with local communities and Indigenous Peoples. In addition, there will be a potential
conflict, especially when the group builds an elite area while local and Indigenous communities

are being neglected and struggling in their land.
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What may be considered cheap in one country could be unaffordable for others due to the
significant disparities in income levels and purchasing power. For instance, housing in
Indonesia may be inexpensive and more affordable compared to Singapore. However, the
average income in Indonesia is considerably lower than in Singapore, making the same housing
more unaffordable for local communities, especially those with lower incomes. This is not just a
matter of simple economics, but a complex interplay of various factors that affect local
communities. For example, rent prices increase as more North Americans move to Mexico, and
the wealthier newcomers are creating gentrification and displacing the local Mexicans
(Anderson & Delgado, 2023).

In the chosen third quote, it is portrayed how wonderful IKN will be and reflects an ideology that
promotes IKN as a green-smart city. Given at the Eco event, this statement appears to embellish
IKN’s image, highlighting business incentives but also the commitment to environmental
sustainability. On the other hand, it is important to critically explore these statements with
actual current environmental practices and take them into account. It is also necessary to note
that given Borneo’s historical background, the upper class, with more power, often exploits

nature and land, resulting in local communities and Indigenous people facing displacement.

The fourth statement indicates that the IKN will continue even though there is an upcoming
election in 2024, and whoever leads the country will prioritize its construction. Jokowi promotes
the ideology of nationalism by portraying Indonesia as a giant of Asia. It also reflects an
economic ideology that focuses on investment and growth by giving the assurance that

investors' investments in Indonesia will be safe whoever is the elected president.

Let me now move on to the analysis of the production and consumption process in the speech.
The video was uploaded by the official Secretariat of the President Indonesia YouTube channel
on June 7, 2023. The channel has 2.73 million subscribers and 5,106 videos, with the first
video uploaded in January 2019. The Presidential Secretariat is an organization that operates
within the Ministry of State Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia, which provides technical

and administrative support to the President, including press and media assistance.

Regarding text consumption, it analyses the parties who are the recipients and how they

consume the text. The video targets both subscribers of that YouTube channel and the general
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public due to its accessibility. It has accumulated 120,936 views and received 777 comments. |
display the latest 50 comments from that YouTube video (see Appendix 1); all express positive
support for Jokowi’s speech. However, in Indonesia, there has been a notable increase in the

utilization of buzzer” on social media in political discourse (Amalia et al., 2017). Therefore, it is
important to acknowledge that there may be a concerted effort to frame government initiatives

positively.

Using a socio-cultural analysis, the following unfolds. The speech was given in June 2023, and
from October 2024, Jokowi will no longer be president. Given the short time left without foreign
investors, Jokowi strongly and persuasively invites them to join the IKN construction. He
conveys the message at an Ecosperity event in 2023, with the theme “Breakthroughs for Net
Zero.” Attendees included international and Singaporean business leaders, investors,

policymakers, and civil society members from various sectors.

Singapore has been the largest investor in Indonesia since 2014 (Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Singapore, 2021), and with the invitation to live in and do business, along with the abundant tax
incentive “sales”, the President hopes that the speech will gain investors to the IKN. However,
the abundant incentives and an invitation from the president did not necessarily make them
want to invest in the IKN construction until now. Softbank’s withdrawal on November 39, 2022,
has damaged the IKN'’s reputation among global investors. Softbank declared that the
withdrawal was due to insufficient returns on investment in the IKN, and it had a contagion

effect on other investors to rethink joining this construction.

E. 2024's Election and Its Future for Indigenous Peoples

Prabowo Subianto, who was elected President, and Gibran Rakabuming (Jokowi's son), who
was elected Vice President, are the 2024 presidential election winners. They defeated two other
candidates. When comparing the presidential candidates' 2024 vision missions. It was
observed that Prabowo and Gibran’s document vision mission for 2024 — 20298 did not mention
Indigenous peoples or Indigenous communities at all. In contrast, Anies and Cak Imin
(candidate number 1) mentioned Indigenous peoples 15 times®, while Ganjar and Mahfud MD

(candidate number 3) mentioned Indigenous peoples twice®.

7 A buzzer is an Indonesian term for someone who utilizes their social media account to disseminate information or advertise
products or services for a company or an institution. They generate income by promoting, or buzzing topics.
8 From Visi, Misi, dan Program "Bersama Indonesia Maju”, by Prabowo Subianto dan Gibran Rakabuming.
9 From Visi, Misi, dan Program Kerja "Indonesia Adil Makmur Untuk Semua”, by Anies Baswedan and Abdul Muhaimin.
10 From Visi, Misi, dan Program “Menuju Indonesia Unggul”, by Ganjar Pranowo and Mahfud MD.
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In the presidential debate in January 2024, Prabowo and Gibran clearly stated their
commitment to continuing to develop the IKN, whereas candidate number 1 opposed it and said
they would stop its development if they were elected. Since the elected president and vice
president choose to proceed with IKN and their vision and mission do not mention any
commitment to Indigenous Peoples, it is reasonable to assume that there will be no change
from the current non-inclusive development of IKN. Looking at the historical injustices and lack
of Indigenous Peoples law, combined with the absence of commitment to Indigenous Peoples

of an elected president, signals a potential for further marginalization and social exclusion.

Conclusions

To conclude, my research questions have been answered in full with the following insights. The
capital relocation to Borneo aims to solve Jakarta’s challenges and promote an equitable
economy throughout Indonesia. The discourse on moving capital, IKN, however, has shown that
it occurred in elite circles and is more technocratic, less participative, and less accountable. It

creates a huge gap between the public and the state.

The development of new capital in Borneo is intertwined with complex political and economic
dynamics. Borneo is rich in natural resources, including forest, mineral, and agricultural land,
which has long been subject to exploitation. Land concessions in Borneo often involve
politicians, corporations, and Indigenous Peoples, resulting in land conflicts and environmental

destruction.

Decentralization efforts had shifted control to regional governments controlling natural
resources. However, the data showed local elites misused power and exploited IUP as well. The
legacy of centralized authoritarian governance from the New Order era continues to influence
political and economic structures, continuing practices like corruption, collusion, and nepotism
until today. The recent shift in mining authority from regional to central government control, as
written in MINERBA law, provokes concerns about increased centralization and corruption risks

as the number of corruption in central government is the highest.

Despite OIKN's claims of minimal forest clearing and having more than half of green spaces, the
environmental implications can further threaten endangered species and deforestation, as
those are the problems Indonesia encounters even without IKN. In addition, regarding the social

impacts of IKN, both Indigenous Peoples and local communities are often excluded from
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meaningful consultation; in the end, they face eviction and displacement, as in the cases above,
both the IKN construction and the Mandalika project. The criminalization of nine farmers to
accelerate VVIP IKN airport was evidence of how this construction reflected and sharpened the
power structure in Indonesia. The lack of legal protection for Indigenous Peoples makes them
even more vulnerable to land grabs and human rights abuses. This also shows that the
governor does not have the political will to provide a legal framework for the recognition and
protection of Indigenous Peoples, highlighting the systemic challenges given by the state. This

development project fails to respect the rights and needs of Indigenous Peoples.

The history of nature resource management, deforestation, and the loss of indigenous peoples’
land started with land concessions decades ago. With 2 million people expected to move to the
new capital, without proper assessment and mitigation, it could escalate social conflicts and
widen inequalities between migrants and locals with lower incomes. The exclusivity of IKN,
where only wealthy individuals can afford to live, in particular by the Indonesian president
offering Singaporeans more affordable housing than in Singapore, could intensify economic
disparities given that Singapore's minimum wages are notably higher than Indonesia's. This
study confirms the findings of previous research on development-induced displacement,

highlighting how displacement exacerbates poverty.

Furthermore, the challenges to attracting foreign investors and the financial burden of the state
signal concerns about the project’s feasibility. To increase development throughout Indonesia,
the local regions need to be empowered to develop their own agenda and interests rather than
having decisions dictated by the central government. Building a new capital with a centralized
mindset will not effectively solve the problems faced in Jakarta. Rather, it may grow the same

problem as Jakarta and move it to IKN, East Borneo.

Reflection

| remember that while pursuing a bachelor's degree, my friends and | had a discussion

about Indigenous Peoples in Indonesia in the classroom. They were struggling, yet on every
Indonesian Independence Day, the president and governors wear their symbols and attributes.
The irony shows today that the Indigenous Peoples Bill has not been legalized and has been
stalled for over 14 years; despite the symbolic and superficial gesture of wearing their attire,
their needs are often not fulfilled, and their voices are unheard. Legal frameworks are
designed to ensure fairness and justice by treating everyone the same. On the other hand, the

fact that the Indigenous Peoples Bill has not been signed seems to indicate no interest in
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including them in the process. Indigenous Peoples and local communities with lower income
are often marginalized, with the role of being spectators in the decision-making processes
among the elite's agenda. Comparing and reflecting on other nations relocating their capitals, |
chose Brasilia as an example because it shares similar aspects of IKN in terms of forest land
status, the case of displacement, and the motivation to place the capital in the middle of a
nation to distribute economic development throughout the country. Since becoming Brazil's
new capital, Brasilia has encountered various problems, such as the emergence of slum

settlements on the city's outskirts, and economic inequality leading to displacement.

Residential areas in Brasilia were developed in the spirit of preventing the formation of slums,
and class divisions and racism would cease to exist. However, due to a misunderstanding of the
root cause, this egalitarian dream failed to achieve its goal. Most state-provided housing is filled
with the upper middle class, while lower middle-class society still lacks access to adequate
housing. As a result, people with low incomes are forced to commute from 27 satellite cities or

live on the outskirts of the city, leading to the formation of slum settlements known as favelas.

Ceilandia, the largest city in the Federal district, emerged due to forced displacement. Its name,
"Center of the Eradication of Invasions" (CEl), reflects its foundation. Nine years after the capital
was inaugurated, workers' settlements were forced to move to a location 35 kilometers away
from the capital, and around 80,000 people were relocated to this area, which gradually grew
into Ceilandia. In addition, Ceilandia has been characterized by a strong stigma since the
beginning. Indeed, Brasilia has achieved the highest wealth status in Brazil based on GDP per
capita. Yet, Brasilia has widened economic inequalities rather than increased Brazil's overall
economic growth. According to the United Nations, Brasilia is one of the most unequal cities

globally, with a Gini coefficient of 0.60.

The development of IKN is not the solution to equalize Indonesia’s economy. Instead, it can
create new inequalities. Since the newcomers with more skills are likely to arrive, without proper
mitigation and protection, lower-income locals will find it challenging to live. The increased
investment and development may push up property prices and the overall cost of living, making
it challenging for lower-income residents to afford housing and living expenses. Moreover, the
Indigenous Peoples and local communities have been experiencing displacement issues

without being included in discussion or consultation so far.
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While Brasilia proposed egalitarianism, the result is still inadequate in equipping lower-income
people with housing, and it has failed to achieve the social equality goals. The IKN Project faces
criticism for excluding Indigenous Peoples and local communities and lacking public
participation, raising concerns about whether the project will truly bring prosperity to all
segments of society. Therefore, learning from the pitfalls of Brasilia to prevent the same
incident will not happen again, IKN should prioritize inclusive planning that considers the needs
of all social groups. By the end of this thesis, the head and deputy head of the IKN authority had
resigned on June 3rd, even though President Jokowi had inaugurated them for the 2022 — 2027

term.
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Appendix
Appendix 1. — The latest 50 comments on the official Secretariat of the President Indonesia Youtube video.

No Account Original Comment Translation

1. | @titikbogor8865 | Presiden dg banyak penjelasannya meyakinkan Calon The President, with his many explanations, assured potential
investor bhw Indonesia tempat menarik utk berinvestasi | investors that Indonesia is an attractive and safe place to invest,
dan aman, jangan ragu2 utk mengambil kesempatan so don't hesitate to take this golden opportunity. Even during the
emas ini. Dimasa pandemi saja msh bisa bertahan dan pandemic, we can still survive and develop.
berkembang. *Mr Jokowi and his Ministers work so hard and smartly, so if
*Begitu keras dan cerdas kerja pak Jokowi dan anyone still dares to corrupt, mark up, or steal state money,
Menteri2nya, so jika ada yg msh berani korupsi, markup, | which is, in fact, the people's money..., they hurt the people's
nguntit duit negara yg notabene uang rakyat.. , itu hearts.
sungguh tega menyakiti hati rakyat.

2. @suparti1441 Sehat selalu Pak Jokowi, dan selalu semangat menjaga | Mr. Jokowi is always healthy and enthusiastic about protecting
dan memimpin bangsa Indonesia “=='Mc and leading the Indonesian nation.

3. @andreassupray | Di manapun kunjungan kerja beliau Wherever his work visit takes place, Always and always be a

0gi9592 Selalu dan selalu jadi pembicara speaker At the G7, G 20, and ASEAN Summits and many more

Di G7, G 20 dan KTT ASEAN

dan masih banyak lagi

Terlihat betapa PENTING dan brilian nya

Presiden kita di mata dunia

Selalu mendapat tepuk tangan sambil berdiri dan selalu
di dengarkan dengan sangat cermat dan teliti oleh
PEMIMPIN-PEMIMPIN

Dunia

Ketika berpidato

Sangat di perhitungkan dan di segani

It can be seen how IMPORTANT and brilliant he is

Our President, in the eyes of the world. Always get a standing
ovation and always be listened to very carefully and thoroughly
by the world LEADERS

When giving a speech, He is very respected

Mr Jokowi

Hopefully, he will be healthy and successful

In the protection of the Almighty God.



https://www.youtube.com/@titikbogor8865
https://www.youtube.com/@titikbogor8865
https://www.youtube.com/@suparti1441
https://www.youtube.com/@suparti1441
https://www.youtube.com/@andreassuprayogi9592
https://www.youtube.com/@andreassuprayogi9592

Bpk jokowi
Semoga beliau sehat dan sukses
DIm lindungan tuhan yg maha esa.

@iisresminaris6
830

Presidenku Bp Jokowi Hebat Terimakasih Bp Jokowimc
Pimcmc®imc

My President Mr Jokowi is Great Thank you Mr Jokowi

@sisbhodonk17 | Semangat Cawe Cawe PANGLIMA NUSANTARA The spirit of Cawe Cawe COMMANDER NUSANTARA
64 Lanjuuutttkaaannn W@ @ ¥PMERDEKAAAA
Continue
Independent
@user- Bangga.semoga Bpk Jokoowi berserta keluarga Sehat Proud. | hope Mr Jokoowi and his family are always healthy. So
rz1kw4bw2h Selalu. Agar Indonesia lebih maju .modren Dan Rakyat that Indonesia is more advanced, modern and the people are
Lebih sejahtera. more prosperous.
@unity. 1 Presidenku yang terbaik W[ My president is the best

@yanrisilitonga6
474

Simple english and clear meaning. It's enough to captive
the investor. Good job Mr. Jokowi.

@halomoanpan
djaitan3607

Mantap krn sangat jelas n attractive penjelasan bapak
Presiden Jokowi ttg masa depan ekonomi n
pembangunan pisik di Indonesia.

Tuhan memberkati Presiden Jokowi n seluruh Tim
Pemerintah Pusat n Pemerintah Daerah serta seluruh

It's excellent because President Jokowi's explanation of
Indonesia's economic future and physical development is very
clear and attractive.

God bless President Jokowi, the entire Central Government
Team, the Regional Government, and all the Indonesian people



https://www.youtube.com/@iisresminaris6830
https://www.youtube.com/@iisresminaris6830
https://www.youtube.com/@sisbhodonk1764
https://www.youtube.com/@sisbhodonk1764
https://www.youtube.com/@user-rz1kw4bw2h
https://www.youtube.com/@user-rz1kw4bw2h
https://www.youtube.com/@unity.1
https://www.youtube.com/@unity.1
https://www.youtube.com/@yanrisilitonga6474
https://www.youtube.com/@yanrisilitonga6474
https://www.youtube.com/@halomoanpandjaitan3607
https://www.youtube.com/@halomoanpandjaitan3607

rakyat Indonesia utk pemeliharaan n penguatan NKRI yg
berdasarkan Pancasila n UUD45.

for maintaining and strengthening the Republic of Indonesia
based on Pancasila and the 45th Constitution.

10. | @danirahmanha | Sedih pas Pak Presiden bilang: "ladies and gentlement, It was sad when the President said: "Ladies and gentlemen, what
k what else are you waiting for". Segitunya Bapak ingin IKN | else are you waiting for?". That's how much he wants IKN to run
jalan, segitunya Bapak ingin investasi masuk ke and how much he wants people to invest in Indonesia. That's
Indonesia. Segitunya Bapak ingin Indonesia ini maju®% | how much he wants Indonesia to have progress
v
11. | @ardisuhardi41 | Ngga perlu terjemahan, udah paham full pidato pak There is no need for translation; | already fully understand the
47 presiden. Santai tapi serius bahasannya..mengajak president's speech. This relaxed but serious discussion invites
investor ke IKN dan ngga usah ragu buat invest di investors to IKN to not hesitate to invest in Indonesia even
Indonesia,krna bakal ada pergantian Presiden 2024. Yuk | though there will be a change of president in 2024. Come on,
Indonesia, belajar APPRECIATE pekerjaan semua Orang, | Indonesia, learn to APPRECIATE everyone's work, including the
termasuk bapak Presiden..biar hidupnya positive vibes president...so that your life has a positive vibes
12. | @edyrukmiadi61 | Bp tuh tau dimana beliau hrs pk bhs Indonesia dan Bhs Mr [President] knows where he has to speak Indonesian and
46 Inggris ! jd tidak perlu kimen@ yg kurang pas lah English! So there's no need for inappropriate comments
pokonya ap Jokowi is the best lah TS Basically, Jokowi is the best
13. | @user- Sehat selalu bpk persiden Jokowi Always be healthy, Mr President Jokowi
vv4kb4hx3d
14. | @ahsanulhubbi9 | Tuhan Anugrahkan Indonesia dua orang hebat disisilain | God has blessed Indonesia with two great people; Uncle Jokowi
477 Pakde Jokowi dan Pakde Prabowo, HasbunaAllah and Uncle Prabowo, HasbunaAllah Wanikmal Wakil, may we all
Wanikmal Wakil, semoga kt semua ttp daam lindungan remain in the protection of Almighty God
Tuhan Yang Maha Kuasa'"" @@
15. | @fritsmewengk | Itulah Jokowi utk bangsa dan negara, bekerja penuh That's Jokowi for the nation and state, working with totality!! ...



https://www.youtube.com/@danirahmanhak
https://www.youtube.com/@danirahmanhak
https://www.youtube.com/@ardisuhardi4147
https://www.youtube.com/@ardisuhardi4147
https://www.youtube.com/@edyrukmiadi6146
https://www.youtube.com/@edyrukmiadi6146
https://www.youtube.com/@user-vv4kb4hx3d
https://www.youtube.com/@user-vv4kb4hx3d
https://www.youtube.com/@ahsanulhubbi9477
https://www.youtube.com/@ahsanulhubbi9477
https://www.youtube.com/@fritsmewengkang6416

ang6416

totalitas !! ... ..Bangga aku, ... ioipip ! % Jokowi....

..I'm proud, ... ip1p1p [Indonesia] ! Jokowii....

16. | @bambangsetio | Kami percaya atas kesederhanaan, harapanmu untuk We believe in simplicity, your hope for the future progress and
no3021 kemajuan dan kesejahteraan rakyat masa depan prosperity of the people, even though it is not yet perfect.
walaupun blm sempurna. We believe that his policies are the best for the people, even
Kami percaya kebijakan? beliau yang terbaik bagi rakyat | though some people still have suspicions and ridicule because
walaupun masih saja ada kecurigaan dan olok2an dari they don't know/know only a little.
sebagian rakyat karena mereka blm/tahu secara Keep moving forward without giving up.
mendalam hanya sebatas kulit2. 101D [Indonesia]
Maju terus pantang putus asa.
IDID
17. | @wonglangit928 | Selalu bangga memiliki Presiden yg rendah hatji, [ am] always proud to have a humble, simple president who
9 sederhana dan selalu bekerja untuk Indonesia maju. always works for a developed Indonesia. May President Jokowi
Semoga sehat selalu pak Presiden Jokowi # always be healthy
18. | @budisanto065- | Tuhan memberkati bapa Presiden Jokowi yang terbaik God bless President Jokowi's for the best for the progress of
dz1gm untuk kemajuan Indonesia Indonesia
19. | @theadventure6 | Don't worry for all investmen, insyaallah <« bapak Jokowi | Don't worry about all your investments. Insyaallah [God willing],
695 serta rakyat Indonesia akan mengawal dan menjaga agar | Mr Jokowi and the Indonesian people will oversee and ensure
investasi berjalan dgn baik dan lancar. that investments run well and smoothly.
20. Best ever speech of Uncle Joko to the world and people
@al- of Indonesia... Don't just sit and talk but watch and

mudznieabubak
ar35

work..



https://www.youtube.com/@fritsmewengkang6416
https://www.youtube.com/@fritsmewengkang6416
https://www.youtube.com/@bambangsetiono3021
https://www.youtube.com/@bambangsetiono3021
https://www.youtube.com/@wonglangit9289
https://www.youtube.com/@wonglangit9289
https://www.youtube.com/@budisanto065-dz1gm
https://www.youtube.com/@budisanto065-dz1gm
https://www.youtube.com/@theadventure6695
https://www.youtube.com/@theadventure6695
https://www.youtube.com/@al-mudznieabubakar35
https://www.youtube.com/@al-mudznieabubakar35
https://www.youtube.com/@al-mudznieabubakar35

21. | @childsea7149 | SEHAT SELALU BAPAK PRESIDEN SEMOGA TUHAN Always be healthy, Mister President. May god always protect
SELALU MENJAGA MELINDUNGI BAPAK SEMOGA you, and may all your matters run smoothly
DILANCARKAN SEGALA URUSANYA
22. | @ratuayu3451 semoga bapa presiden sehat sukses trs.gbu.aamin yra® | | hope Mr President is always healthy and successful.gbu [god
IR Jh Sk SR bless you]. aamin yra [aamiin yarabbal alamin]
23. estihs4672 Mantaaap Presiden terbaikku.. #5&% Excellent, my best President
24. | @izzathali2596 | Proud to have President like Bapak Jokowi W Proud to have a president like Mister Jokowi
25. | @normakim Sehat terus presidenku..aku bangga padamum.. Stay healthy, my President...I'm proud of you...Indonesia has
Indonesia telah banyak kemajuan karena keberanianmu | made a lot of progress because of your courage
26. | @andrasaputra2 | Bapak presiden Rl ku #....semoga selalu di beri My Mr President of the Republic of Indonesia. May you always
3 kesehatan dalm perlindungan ALLAH SWT AMIIN be blessed with health in the protection of ALLAH SWT AMEN
27. | @djemmarewu3 | Bravo bpk PRESIDEN BPK JOKOWI KERJA KERJA KERJA | Bravo, Mr. President Jokowi work work work for the sake of the
251 DEMI RAKYAT DAN BANGSA INI... people and this nation
28. | @irwandi-xi4cu | mantap pak presiden jokowi semoga sehat selalu Excellent President Jokowi, may you always be healthy with your

bersama keluarga tercinta pada saat ini amin ya rabal
alamin bravo pak presiden jokowi presiden indonesia yg
rendah hati tidak sombong melayani semua rakyat
Indonesia dari Sabang sampai maroeke presiden jokowi
presiden indonesia yg dicintai oleh rakyat Indonesia..
presiden indonesia yg masih terbaik saat ini di Indonesia
ini

beloved family at this time. Amen ya rabal alamin bravo
indonesian President who is humble and not arrogant, serving all
the Indonesian people from Sabang to Maroeke President
Jokowi is loved by the Indonesian people. The Indonesian
President who is the best so far



https://www.youtube.com/@childsea7149
https://www.youtube.com/@childsea7149
https://www.youtube.com/@estihs4672
https://www.youtube.com/@estihs4672
https://www.youtube.com/@izzathali2596
https://www.youtube.com/@izzathali2596
https://www.youtube.com/@normakim
https://www.youtube.com/@normakim
https://www.youtube.com/@andrasaputra25
https://www.youtube.com/@andrasaputra25
https://www.youtube.com/@djemmarewu3251
https://www.youtube.com/@djemmarewu3251

29. | @juhareffendi63 | Mantap.presidenku bpk jokowi bpk memang dhe best of | Great. My President, Mr. Jokowi is the best of the best.
7 dhe best. V@ WPPP
30. | @CokyFernande | Sukses selalu ya BPK Jokowi «. Always be successful, Mister Jokowi.
z-ee7fm Semoga aman"dan damai sejahtera semua nya s May everyone be safe and peaceful
31. | @priwidayah512 | Maasya allah sehat selalu bapak &ibu iriana™® Masha Allah, always be healthy, Mr. [Jokowi] & Mrs. Iriana
4 (Jokowi's wife)
32. | @johnkristof524 [ Such a well spoken speech
1
33. | @YoranYoris- Lanjutkan pembangunan bpak presiden yg terbaik Continue building development of the best Mr President in
dy6oz Indonesia, ¥@W Indonesia
34. | @Okokgitu Jokenya bapak mengenai next president itu smart move. | His joke about the next President was a smart move.
Pak Jokowi menaruh jangkar ke negara tetangga dan Pak Jokowi put his anchor in neighboring and surrounding
sekitar. countries.
Mengingatkan. The fact that you (the surrounding countries) are curious about
Bahwa penasaran anda(para negara sekitar) akan their replacement is proof that Indonesia is important to them.
pengganti mereka merupakan BUKTI bahwa INDONESIA
PENTING bagi mereka.
35. | @rohmatrori646 | Sehat selalu Pak Prseden IR JOKO WIDODO ¥ Always be healthy, Mr President IR JOKO WIDODO
3 IDIDIDID Excellent. ip1pip [Indonesia]

Mantap



https://www.youtube.com/@juhareffendi637
https://www.youtube.com/@juhareffendi637
https://www.youtube.com/@priwidayah5124
https://www.youtube.com/@priwidayah5124
https://www.youtube.com/@YoranYoris-dy6oz
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36. | @Hafizaluna241 [ Silahkan cawe2 bpk presiden karna magnet nya bpk Mr. President, your magnetism for this country is strong and
1 untuk negara ini sangat kuat dan kokoh,, sturdy
Semangat cawe2 bpk presiden terhebat W W@®PW The spirit of the most remarkable man. Wherever the President
kemana bpk presiden menunjuk disitu lah kita bergerak | leads and directs, we follow
vV
37. | @niningsaptorini | Bravo my Presiden
8440
38. | @wawanmuldia [ President and IKN marketing director. A multitasking job. | President and IKN marketing director. A multitasking job.
ntoro/7159 Lanjut pak! Continue sir!
39. | @jummini8962 [ Biarpun engkau tidak Faseh berbahasa Inggris aku tetep | Even though you don't speak English fluently, | still love you, my
cinta pada mu bapak ku presiden Jokowi W%y President Jokowi Hip1ip What is essential for us, your people, is
IDIDYQ penting bagi kami rakyat mu kinerjamu bpk ku your performance
40. | @dargombesda | Menurut sy....Pak Jokowi itu disamping seorang In my opinion, Mister Jokowi, apart from being a hardworking
mai8898 Presiden yg tipenya Pekerja Keras, Beliau jg Seorang president, is also a reliable marketer
Marketing yg Handal
41. | @siirennuddin80 | Yaa allah presidenku mantap skali bapakkkk @ Oh my God, my President is really great
93
42. | @Zebua-zw7bv | Semoga sehat terus bapak presidenku bapak presiden | hope you stay healthy, my President, our president, the

kebanggan kami rakyat indonesia®

Indonesian people are proud of you



https://www.youtube.com/@Hafizaluna2411
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https://www.youtube.com/@jummini8962
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https://www.youtube.com/@dargombesdamai8898
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43. | @WatiWati-sl6bf | Baru di jamannya pak Jokowi NKRI dihargai didunia Only this time, Mr Jokowi, the Republic of Indonesia, was
internasional stlh presiden Soekarno...Bravo pak appreciated internationally after President Soekarno. Bravo, Mr.
Jokowi...presiden kebanggan rakyat NKRI n dicintai Jokowi, the proud President of the people of the Republic of
mayoritas rakyatnya sampai Menjelang akhir jabatannya. | Indonesia, and loved by the majority of his people until the end
of his term of office.
44. | @RudyPanyakal | it's extraordinary what the president of indo has done,
an-xm9c;j with you (Jokowi) Indonesia is getting more advanced,
more developed and more at the forefront.
45. | @bambangrinan | Sehat selalu pak Presiden. Semoga sukses terus W#% | Always be healthy Mr. President, hope you always be succeed
t0546
46. | @ilhamfebri425 | We proud of u W@W
2
47. | @manusiaseten | luar biasa® Amazing
gahjin
48. | @benedickadi66 | We love u pakdeeee, terbaik ¥« We love you uncle, the best
60
49. | @m3jozz377 terimakasih presiden negara indonesia maju ,ir haji joko | Thank you, the President of the developed country of Indonesia,

widodo demi rakyat tercantanya tdk ada capek capeknya
,demi negara dan bangsa, sehat selalu presidenku
amiiin.

Ir Haji Joko Widodo, for the sake of the people, he will never get
tired, for the sake of the country and the nation, always be
healthy, my President, Ameen.



https://www.youtube.com/@WatiWati-sl6bf
https://www.youtube.com/@WatiWati-sl6bf
https://www.youtube.com/@RudyPanyakalan-xm9cj
https://www.youtube.com/@RudyPanyakalan-xm9cj
https://www.youtube.com/@manusiasetengahjin
https://www.youtube.com/@manusiasetengahjin

50.

(@usersfxjee35ft

4

KEREN ANDA PAK SEHAT SELALU PRESIDENKU
TRIMAKASIH TELAH MENGUBAH INDONESIA JADI
LEBIH BAIK W

You are cool, sir, always be healthy my President. Thank you for
making Indonesia better



https://www.youtube.com/@usersfxjee35ft4
https://www.youtube.com/@usersfxjee35ft4

Appendix 2. — Consent Form

Consent Form of Master Thesis Displacement and Gentrification in Borneo — The Political
Ecology of Indonesia’s New Capital City

| am Raina Nadila, currently a master's student in the Implementation, Transformative Learning,
and Sustainability programme at Uppsala University. | am investigating Displacement and
Gentrification in Borneo for my thesis, focusing on Indonesia's New Capital City. The thesis will
be reviewed thoroughly by professors and my supervisor, Dr. Eva Friman, and will be published
on diva-org.se. Diva is a finding tool for research publications and student theses. The aim is to
examine the impact of the new capital project on the local community, especially indigenous
groups, and contribute to their representation. If you have any questions, you can contact me
and/or my supervisor.

Background and purpose

Jokowi moved the country's capital to Borneo Island, where the land of the new capital is built
on forest status. However, various parties are skeptical that new capital development will make
a more prosperous community and positively impact all, and the new capital city, so far, had
minimal public participation. Despite criticism, the government remains committed to
constructing Indonesia's new capital in Borneo. After the research is done, | hope it can
contribute further insights into public participation in the mega project and contribute to create
space for indigenous and local people’s voices.

Procedure

Your role in this research is to be interviewed by me about your knowledge, perceptions, and
opinions on this issue. You have been chosen because you are an expert in your field. The
interview will be recorded with the transcribe afterward. The audio and video recordings will
only be heard, seen, and used by myself and will be stored in a password-protected app. Your
consent form and any identifying information will be stored separately from the audio
recordings and the transcripts, which are accessible to me. The transcribing will be discussed
with my supervisor. Participation is voluntary, and you can decline to answer any question. You
can also withdraw from the interview at any point without stating a reason.

Types of questions
The interview will focus on your knowledge, perceptions, and opinions regarding the
development of the new capital city.

Duration
The interview will take around 2 hours maximum, and will be conducted at a mutually
convenient time, either in February or March 2024.

Risks
You may be asked to share perceptions, knowledge, and opinions. But you are free to decline
the question or end the interview whenever you feel uncomfortable.



Benefits
The value to the participants is to have your voices heard and included in research on the topic.

Confidentiality

| will use your organisation’s name and occupation while writing the discussion and summary
part. Not directly write down your name if you wish so. Your personal contacts and information
will be kept confidential, and only | can access it.

The research and thesis will be done in May 2024, and if you wish to read it, | will send it directly
to you.

Contact

Raina Nadila

Email: rainanadila@gmail.com
Phone: +46 734964729
Whatsapp: +32 496320175

Doctor Eva Friman

Email: eva.friman@uu.se

Researcher

SWEDESD: Research and learning for sustainable development and global health
Department of Women's and Children's Health

Faculty of Medicine

Uppsala University

| have read the information above, and | understand it. | am willing to ask a question if | have
any, and my questions have been answered satisfactorily. | can still ask further questions later
after the interview. | agree to be a participant in this study conducted by Raina Nadila from
Uppsala University. | also consent to having my interview audio and video recorded.

Name of researcher:

Signature of researcher:

Date: Year/Month/Day

Name of participant:

Signature of participant:

Date: Year/Month/Day




