proof that he was again legally staying in Sweden. This way it was possible
to give undocumented persons a face, without risking him being deported
when sought out. This example shows both the impossibility of revealing
one’s identity as undocumented, and the fact that it actually is possible, in
the event an opportunity can be seized.

Demonstrating presence

Inspired by the French sans-papiers movement Pappersiésa Stockholm was
formed in 2006. They started demonstrating on (most) Wednesdays outside
the parliament building in Stockholm; the events were called simply Denna
Onsdag [This Wednesday]. They were initially fighting for a general amnes-
ty for undocumented persons, after a temporary law had been adopted in
order to regularize certain groups of undocumented persons — families with
children who met certain conditions. A secondary aim, tightly conjoined
with the first, was to raise awareness of undocumented persons’ presence
and conditions and to establish pappersiosa as the term used for all undocu-
mented persons. Despite the limited scale of these demonstrations, their im-
pact on public and political discourse has been substantial. Through them,
the undocumented have taken active part in the categorization and naming of

Figure 7: Pappersiosa Stockholm demonstration. Photo: Author
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themselves. By ignoring the risk of exposure they have entered into public
space and established papperslosa as an officially present category, forcing
their surroundings to acknowledge their existence in Swedish society.

Pappersiésa Stockholm is not a registered organization and can therefore
not themselves apply for demonstration permits. Instead, three national polit-
ical parties have taken turns applying for the organization. For a long period
of time, they were demonstrating almost every Wednesday at 5 p.m. outside
the parliament building in Stockholm, presenting themselves:

This is our 147™ demonstration — we are Papperslosa Stockholm; we are still
here!™

The people showing up for the demonstration were a mix of undocumented
persons, former undocumented persons, activists and politicians. Some pass-
ers-by also stopped to listen. Politicians in the national parliament, repre-
sentatives of different organizations, as well as the undocumented persons
themselves, took turns to speak. One of the undocumented speakers tried to
describe to me the feeling of standing there, so close to the ruling body of
the state where his presence was neither allowed nor acknowledged. He did
never specifically say that he, himself, was undocumented at the time, but he
spoke of “we — the undocumented, and we — Pappersiosa Stockholm. To
face his fears — “and to actually speak to people!””' — was something he had
found very powerful. At the 147" demonstration quoted above, the speaker
of the day was a Green Party parliament politician. She grabbed the micro-
phone and updated the crowd on today’s discussions in the parliament immi-
gration policy group:

‘And by the way’, she says. ‘Tobias [The Minister of Migration] has invented
a new name for you guys. “Tillstindslsa”.”* He is quite an inventive guy,
don’t you think!?” We laugh and applaud her (Fieldnotes, 9" December
2009).

She is not the only one who spoke to the undocumented persons in the audi-
ence, rather than about them, as is so often done in other fora. By speaking
to them, their presence was acknowledged and reasserted in public, and un-
documented became, for a minute, a local norm.

For a short window of time, while they stand together under the Pap-
perslésa-banner, their presence as individuals ceases to be a secret. By en-
gaging in political action, speaking and interacting in public, they appear as
themselves — as political subjects — casting off the invisibility cloaks of bor-

50 Fieldnotes, 9™ December 2009

3! Fieldnotes, 25™ August 2011

32 Tillstndsldsa means approximately ‘permitless’, and this new term was according to the
Green Party politician invented as an alternative to his previous use of ‘illegals’, without
letting the undocumented define the terms of the discussion.
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rowed semblance. Their present bodies, albeit legally, politically and admin-
istratively unrecognized, are vehicles for ‘breaking out’ of their silhouette-
shaped non-polis; for defining and plunging into public space. Only with
such acknowledgement of their presence is there a possibility to claim rights,
and not only receive generosity from the compassionate-minded. Again they
reassert themselves to the onlookers: “We are here! We are still here!”

I often stayed to try to chat with some of the members after the demon-
stration, but frequently encountered difficulty. When the time-slot for the
demonstration was over, the undocumented members usually disappeared
quickly while members with permits packed up the gear. It remains a fragile,
ephemeral presence. They are still legally and digitally absent, and as soon
as they disband, the public realm closes around them, until 5 p.m. the next
Wednesday.

Conclusions

This chapter has investigated the absence-presence nexus of the undocu-
mented condition. Being physically present yet officially absent places un-
documented persons in a paradoxical space, multidimensional and Mdbius,
where centre and margin, up and down, benevolence and violence diffuse
and intermingle. In this spatial context, the relations between absence and
presence, visibility and clandestinity also tangle.

The tactics available for resisting and manoeuvring in this paradoxical
position are moulded on the structures and strategies creating their position.
The official absence imposed by the authorities is countered with conceal-
ment and disguise, but also with a struggle for visibility and recognition.
Through these various tactics and acts of resistance, absence, presence and
their interrelations take different configurations. In the struggle to keep their
presence indistinct, undocumented persons may conceal themselves alto-
gether through ‘hiding’ or ‘pretending to exist’ by taking on the guise of
someone with a right to place. When it comes to action and speech however,
this presence is as ineffective as were they cut-out silhouettes from public
space. The citizen is characterized by his/her inherent potentiality of acting
in public space; undocumented persons constitute an inversion of that poten-
tiality. Wherever they go they are expelled — cut out — from their environ-
ment and from public space.

In public debates, undocumented persons are present as an indistinct and
anonymous group, never speaking, but spoken of by others. Their physically
present bodies, however, can be used as vehicles for struggle and resistance,
forcing their way out of the undocumented silhouette non-polis and appear-
ing to others, as themselves, temporarily taking hold of reality.
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VII. Undocumented lived experience

The legal and socio-political setting in which we exist, play important roles
in how we live and experience our lives. The chapters of this thesis have
successively added complexity to the concept of undocumentedness by ex-
ploring its legal and political construction, its practical and embodied repro-
duction and its spatiality — marked by the contradictions and paradoxes of
the undocumented absent-present condition. Having reached thus far in the
understanding of what the undocumented position is — what that condition
consists of and its consequences — produces questions about what undocu-
mentedness means. What is undocumentedness to those who are undocu-
mented? In what way does being undocumented affect the experiences of
everyday life? Is there an undocumented mode of being-in-the-world? Being
denied one’s political subjectivity and reduced to the what-ness of being,
walking down streets disguised as someone else — what are the consequences
of this in terms of embodied lived experience?

When describing essential structures of undocumented experience, it is
important to note that that does not mean ‘universal’. Rather, I argue that
what I describe as undocumented modes of being-in-the-world constitute
basic structures of experience related to undocumentedness. They are present
either as something that is experienced to a higher or lower degree, or as
negations, having been dealt or struggled with. The ambiguity and fear that
characterize their situation produce disorientation in time and space and the
disciplining and impression management undocumented persons undertake
in order to ‘pass’, are important facets of the undocumented experience and
are, I argue, alienating forces of the undocumented life world.

The first sections of this chapter illustrate these points, drawing on argu-
ments from the previous chapters and fieldwork, as well as feminist and
queer engagements with phenomenology. The middle section of the chapter
describes and discusses how disorientation and alienation inscribe in bodies
and how undocumentedness as an embodied situation may linger, as habits
and somatic reactions, in the bodies of previously-undocumented persons.
The third section of the chapter explores the tactics and orientation devices
that undocumented persons can employ to engage in the world as subjects
and counteract disorientation and alienation.
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Timelessness and ambiguity

One of the basic conditions of undocumentedness is ambiguity. Similar to
the asylum process, where neither the person applying nor the authorities
know the outcome of the final decision (Brekke, 2004), the unknown
timespan of being undocumented — the tangible potentiality of exposure and
detection at any time — makes for an uncertain foundation for plans, activi-
ties and relationships. The uncertainties that asylum seekers and undocu-
mented have in common are, despite their inherent notions of unsettlement
and restlessness, relate to stasis and waiting — waiting, but not knowing what
comes next. In the upsurge of academic interest in mobility and nomadism,
little attention has been paid to stasis, until recently (Conlon, 2011). In While
we are waiting — a report about asylum seekers’ experiences — time stretches
and becomes unpredictable and unmanageable (Brekke, 2004). Jan-Paul
Brekke argues that what asylum seekers in protracted asylum cases experi-
ence is directionless time, a state where the future is experienced as highly
unpredictable and uncertain; where the individual has no power to influence,
stabilize or better their position.

In addition to the insecurities of the future, the connections with their past
and their place of origin may also be problematic for an undocumented per-
son. This is perhaps specific to forced migrants who have been persecuted in
their place of origin and for whom contact with their families and friends can
put either themselves or others at risk. Their situation in exile, then, is to
some extent cut off both from their past and from any projection of their
future selves; they are confined to the ‘grey mass’ of the present:

‘Time is just a grey mass when you’re undocumented, a grey nothingness
that eats your life if you don’t take precautions. In general... I think that the
conception of time, or perception of time perhaps, is very different now when
I’m not undocumented anymore. To have plans is a fundamental part of be-
ing human’ (Fieldnotes, 25™ August 2011).

Fear and magic

As a deportable being, an undocumented person is at risk of being ‘exposed’
in many different everyday situations and any risk of detection is a risk of
detention and deportation. Certainly, not all undocumented persons walk
around with a constant anxiety, or limit their movements or interactions for
fear of detection, but several of the participants in my project testify of some
degree of fear and reveal tactics they have devised in order to deal with that
fear. In some cases these fears originate in experiences in their place of
origin, but it is a common misconception to believe that the dividing line
between those who fear to return and those who don’t is drawn between
rejected asylum seekers and ‘other undocumented’. There are many reasons
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apart from persecution — social, economic or private reasons — why someone
may fear a forced return to their place of origin. Furthermore, forced mi-
grants are sometimes advised by smugglers not to seek asylum, while other
migrants may see migration and seeking asylum as their only option, though
they are not forced migrants in the conceptual framework of Swedish migra-
tion authorities.

Where phenomenology is concerned, all experiences and emotions are in-
tentional, meaning that they are of or about something. Perception is always
perception of something; emotions are always directed towards something or
someone. In consequence, our emotions also orients us in certain ways to-
wards or away from those objects (Ahmed, 2004). By embodied incantation,
the objects our emotions are ‘about’ take on the qualities of that emotion
(Sartre, 1948). The fear of forced return is of ambiguous intentionality. It is
not necessarily directed toward the place of origin but more likely toward
what is going to bring about a return. The fear of exposure and detection
imbues any context of risk with fearful qualities. Police cars become fearful
objects and the potential police car behind any street corner renders street
corners frightful. The potential risks — unknown in scope and magnitude —
directs fear in all directions and whatever the probability of being reported, it
makes for a diffuse, low-level uncertainty in every interaction or transaction.
Distinct or indistinct, fear is an inhibiting factor in undocumented persons’
interaction with their surroundings:

“You’re often afraid when you’re undocumented, but that fear is an irrational
fear, and it is very very easy... it is almost impossible not to let it govern
your life.” We go on to speak of what fear does to one’s experiences. He says
that, ‘it is fear that isolates you, it is a weird sort of isolation. You can talk to
people... The things you are afraid of are so unlikely. You think that people
can see that you are undocumented, always, but in fact it is extremely unlike-
ly that anyone will guess. And if they guess, it is extremely unlikely that they
will report you. But, one limits one’s social interaction anyway, thinking that
everything is risky’ (Fieldnotes, 25" August 2011).

I gave a few examples in the previous chapter of how fear of exposure — of
drawing attention or not being able to answer normal questions — induce
people to shrink from situations where they have to talk to neighbours or
others who didn’t know, and shouldn’t know, about their undocumented
status. In this way fear becomes an isolating force. Where fearfulness be-
comes characteristics of anything and everything — the neighbours, street
corners, local transport, grocery stores — a person orientates away from all
those contexts and interactions, estranging themselves from their environ-
ment.

126



Alienation and becoming an object

Efforts to pass (Goffman, 1968) as someone with the right to place, consti-
tute an important part of the repertoire of tactics that undocumented persons
employ on an everyday basis. As soon as an undocumented person ventures
out among people, he/she must passively or actively take the guise of some-
one else. While to some extent protected by the gémda discourse and by
making sure not to draw attention, an undocumented person can blend in and
move rather freely. In a phenomenological light however, some existential
points of passing and impression management come into sharper relief.

Borrowing the argument made by Iris Marion Young in her classic essay
Throwing like a girl (Young, 2005¢c) I suggest that the objectification and
alienation that Young recognizes as the basis for what others had called
‘feminine motility’, has bearing on the everyday passing that undocumented
persons practice. Young’s essay was first presented in 1977 and while her
feminism is marked by the feminist discourse of the 70s (Young, 2005b:10;
Chisholm, 2008), her phenomenology of alienation is by no means dated.
She draws on the existentialist phenomenological traditions of Sartre and de
Beauvoir, where Sartre attends to the role of the Other and the experience of
being ‘looked at’, as a process of becoming an object. In interplay with oth-
ers, he argues, we either regard them as objects and retain the power of defi-
nition — of ourselves as subjects and of the world as seen from our perspec-
tive — or, we regard the other as the subject with power of definition, render-
ing me an object in-itself or for-others. In his view, any social interaction
takes the form of a stare-down — we cannot be subject and object at the same
time (Solomon, 2000c).

Young, on the other hand, who also draws on Merleau-Ponty, argues that
this simultaneity is possible and that the subject who refers to him/herself as
an object in-itself or for-others, is split. The split subject is simultaneously
subject and object, positioned and situated. Through that divided and contra-
dictory relationship, the subject’s transcendence becomes overlaid with im-
manence. Young argues that feminine bodily existence and comportment are
marked by three contradictory modalities: ambiguous transcendence, inhibit-
ed intentionality and discontinuous unity (Young, 2005b:27-45). Shortly put,
these modalities are symptoms of self-reference, objectification and aliena-
tion that, according to Young, originate in the subordination of women and
from being treated as Other.

Alienation as a concept has a wide and long history within sociology and
social psychology, as well as a range of other disciplines. It has, among other
things, played an essential role in Marxist scholarship, where one of the cen-
tral arguments is that the capitalist system deprives workers of the determi-
nation of their own lives and destinies, and of the right to conceive of them-
selves as acting subjects. Alienation includes dimensions of powerlessness,
meaninglessness, normlessness, social isolation, cultural estrangement and
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self-estrangement. Alienation refers to a relation, or lack of relation, between
a subject and some aspect of his/her environment (Geyer, 2001). In phenom-
enological philosophy, alienation generally signifies a shortfall of the human
being to engage in the world — the subject being distanced from the world
rather than living in it. While Young focuses on self-reference as the main
alienating and objectifying force, Weiss argues that the resulting alienation
and immanence lies not in self-reference but, rather, in a ‘socially referred’
bodily existence. The relationship with the body for many women is mediat-
ed through “seeing their bodies as they are seen by others, and by worrying
about what they and these (largely invisible) others are seeing” (Weiss,
1999:46-7).

Bodily motility, like perception and emotion, involves intentionality. Em-
bodied intentionality “projects the aim to be accomplished and connects the
body’s motion toward that end in an unbroken directedness that organizes
and unifies the body’s activity” (Young, 2005c:37). For a split subject, this
mutually conditioning relation between aim and enactment is severed, result-
ing in an inhibited motility and constricted trust in one’s own capability. The
final modality of the split subject is that it “stands in discontinuous unity
with both itself and its surroundings” (Young, 2005c:38). In contrast to a
transcendent embodied experience, where the body, as situation, medium
and capacity, extends into space, the split subject is ambiguous and discon-
tinued — the body seems to end at its fingertips.

The similarities of the symptoms of the two types of situations are sever-
al. While the feminine comportment that Young originates in an acquired
desire to please, to ‘look nice’ and be seen as a proper, feminine woman, the
objectification of an undocumented person originates in a fear of drawing
attention and a desire not to be seen. Practicing concealment and disguise
transforms a person’s relation to his/her environment. One formerly undoc-
umented person explained how being undocumented is to cut the communi-
cations with one’s surroundings.

‘When you are undocumented, you cannot communicate with your surround-
ings, you cannot do what everybody does. I mean, we tend to — not that we
should — but we tend to compare ourselves with others, with our friends. And,
because your social networks are so limited, and because there is not much
that is possible to do, that sort of judgement, or comparison isn’t possible an-
ymore.” And he continues: ‘As an undocumented person, it is easy to get
stuck in a vicious circle. But it is not necessarily a downwards spiral, it is in-
ward’ (Fieldnotes, August 25™ 201 1).

An invisible stigma such as undocumentedness may be easy to hide in brief
encounters, but more difficult to disguise over time when continually in con-
tact with the same people. As more personal topics of conversation arise, the
lack of identification and the consequent barriers in society necessarily come
closer to or tangent the conversation. Avoiding such conversations may work
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for a time, but only by paying attention, and only with effort. I have given a
couple of examples of such avoidance tactics, but they can also be found in
other studies. Some of the undocumented interviewees in Helena Holgers-
son’s research (2011) who, through their work or other activities, came in
continual contact with the same people, made up stories about themselves in
order to guard their secret. In some cases they even did research on for in-
stance the Swedish school system to be able to construct a plausible, coher-
ent life-story.

Undocumentedness builds barriers for communication and interaction, as
well as other initiatives. One woman told me that “when I have a residence
permit, I will learn how to ride a bicycle.” As long as she was undocu-
mented, she felt she could do nothing, achieve nothing, learn nothing. An-
other project participant told me how her self-esteem and confidence in her
own capabilities completely vanished during her time as undocumented.
Others have expressed a feeling of all initiative and action being pointless or
impossible; life has to wait until the day when they have residence permits
and their ‘real life’ can begin. While they are undocumented, they are just
“...being here, hiding here ... one can only sit here, sit there. Here is a place
only for sitting.”54 The exclusion from all institutions and debarment from
any (adult) education that several interviewees have mentioned is only part
of what causes standstill in their lives. I argue that in the undocumented po-
sition as ultimately excluded, a more profound experience of impossibility
and absolute lack of horizons propagates. Feelings of unreality and of de-
tachment — of the world and everyone in it moving on and oneself standing
still and “just getting older””, reveal an alienation that is difficult to put into
words. This topic has been a thread in many of my conversations with un-
documented persons and is best illustrated in the following extract from my
fieldnotes from a conversation with a woman who had gained her residence
permit about a year previously.

She had been undocumented for about a year and she said that ‘It wasn’t my
life — it was like a hole in my life. I cannot really say what happened to me, I
couldn’t explain it. I could not have imagined that life could be like that. But
it was like a war of identity in me. There was an identity war when I was un-
documented, and then another when I got the permit. When you get that
which you have been reaching and reaching for, you yearn and long and hope
for it, and suddenly you get it, it is like it just melts through you. It just
slipped away. Had I continued to be undocumented, I’d have gone insane.
[My residence permit] was the last train out of it for me’ (Fieldnotes, 26™
August 2009).

33 Fieldnotes, 2™ May 2009
** Fieldnotes, 2™ May 2009
53 Fieldnotes, 5™ May 2009
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Experiences of alienation and objectification are likely to be more pro-
nounced in forced migrants who are frightened of returning to their place of
origin and practice more caution and isolate themselves more from other
people for fear of being exposed or reported. I have only spoken to a few
undocumented persons whose migration has not been forced in nature, and
fewer who do not fear the consequences of a return, and have no empirical
material suggesting such a difference. However, in Heidi Moksnes’ ongoing
research project Living Without Rights: Undocumented Migrants and the
Boundaries of Citizenship, she has met and interviewed Latin American
undocumented persons in the Stockholm area, whose migration to Sweden
has been more or less voluntary and they have to some extent known the
conditions for which they have left their home. Her impression has been that
many of them experience the extreme exclusion from Swedish society as
much more severe than expected. She also found that it affects them more
than they had anticipated, impressing on them a feeling of being cut off from
everything around them (Moksnes, 2012).

Disorientation and discomfort

Undocumented objectification is not merely a matter of constantly being
aware of oneself as one appears to others through efforts of passing. This
section moves from discussing undocumented experiences of exclusion in
terms of objectification and alienation, to focus on the spatial dimensions of
these experiences.

The focus on situation and intentionality in phenomenology raises im-
portant questions about direction and orientation. The question “What does it
mean to be orientated?” (Ahmed, 2006:1) appears deceptively simple at a
first glance but unfolds in multiple facets and dimensions at closer scrutiny.
If we know where we are when we look around, we are orientated. When we
know what to do in order to get from this place to another place, we are ori-
entated. Orientation means to have bearing, but we are also orientated to-
wards things in our worlds — objects, goals, people. While there is direction
between a subject and unfamiliar objects, orientation requires familiarity. It
requires an established relationship between the subject and recognized
things — things we apprehend and comprehend when we see them; they give
us anchoring points. In Sara Ahmed’s words: “[the] question of orientation
becomes, then, a question not only about how we ‘find our way’ but how we
come to ‘feel at home’” (Ahmed, 2006:7).

Ahmed emphasizes the close linkage, or sameness, of the subject and her
world when arguing that spaces are not exterior to bodies but that, rather,
they are “like a second skin that unfolds in the folds of the body” (Ahmed,
2006:9). To feel at home in one’s home is not to be fixed or fixedly anchored
in that place, it is about becoming a part of a space and able to comfortably
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expand ones body in it. In conclusion, being orientated is to be comfortable
and “so at ease with one’s environment that it is hard to distinguish where
one’s body ends and the world begins. One fits, and when fitting in, the sur-
faces of bodies disappear from view” (Ahmed, 2006:134).

Gail Weiss attends to the same argument when discussing intercorporeali-
ty as continued embodied interactions with other human and nonhuman bod-
ies — our orientations — in the on-going construction and reconstruction of
our bodies and body images (Weiss, 1999:5-6). If orientation and being at
home requires a comfortable intercorporeality, disorientation is, in contrast,
an uncomfortable experience. Disorientation means failed, or rather oblique,
orientations: bodies engaging with objects that do not extend their reach and
inhabiting spaces that they don’t ‘fit” into and, thus, don’t extend their shape.
Disorientation makes “what is sere become strange” (Ahmed, 2006:160).

Applying this argument to the undocumented situation, however, the line
of thought must be reversed and allowed to flow in the opposite direction,
beginning at the origin of experience. Undocumented disorientation does not
originate in objects or orientation devices pointing in wrong directions, but
in the fact that the undocumented subject’s here is neither acknowledged nor
visible to the legal, political and social context with which it interacts. The
human and nonhuman bodies with which to interact — possible orientation
devices and anchoring points — may be in physical proximity to the situated
undocumented subject, but the situation, the /ere, is displaced, disturbing
and disrupting that interaction.

Undocumented persons may walk the streets and move around fairly un-
disturbed by the their irregular residential status. Protected by the gomda
discourse and the consequent assumption that undocumented persons are not
to be seen in the street or behind the counter in a pizzeria, they can take on
the guise of having a right to space. In that disguise they can orientate and
engage with their surroundings, but those surroundings are not theirs. The
interactions are not between them as a subject and their world, but between
their disguise — an object — and the world. They can move freely but cannot
establish engagements over time, cannot stockpile orientation devices or
anchoring points. They must make do with the opportunities of the present
moment (de Certeau, 1984). Orientation only makes sense as bi- or multidi-
rectional relationships between a situated body and positioned objects in
space. When the /Zere is displaced, that orientation will always be disturbed
and directions distorted.

When we lose our bearing and orientation fails us, we become nauseous;
we cannot sink our feet into the ground, stand still and orientate — we experi-
ence an existential seasickness. Merleau-Ponty discusses the effects of diso-
rientation on the body. He refers to an experiment where a person sitting on
a chair has a view of things going on in another room through a mirror that
makes that room appear tilted. That person, it was found in the experiment,
will eventually — despite having firm anchoring points in view with which to
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orientate herself and her body — experience the slanted room as ‘upright’,
and things appearing ‘actually upright’ outside the mirrored room will be
experienced as oblique or queer. He concludes:

We remain physically upright not through the mechanism of the skeleton or
even through the nervous regulation of muscular tone, but because we are
caught up in a world. If this involvement is seriously weakened, the body col-
lapses and becomes once more an object (Merleau-Ponty, 2002:296).

It is our involvement in and with the world that keeps us upright, and it is the
weakening of this involvement that causes the collapse of the embodied sub-
ject into an object among objects. By not engaging with the world — because
of exclusion or because one is turned away and estranged from it — the sub-
ject turns into an object, experiencing only function-to-variable relationships
between itself and other objects. That is, in Hannah Arendt’s words, to be
dead to the world.

Undocumentedness inscribed

The past sections in this chapter have dealt with various elements of the un-
documented experience — ambiguity, alienation and disorientation. I have
argued that these are essential structures of the undocumented life world. In
this section, I shift focus to some of the more palpable, corporeal elements of
undocumentedness and how they inscribe in and on the undocumented lived
body.

With Foucauldian and feminist scholarship, the ancient image of the body
politic — that the state and politics can be understood through an analogy
with the body — was turned inside-out: Politics can be read through bodies,
power struggles take place in and on bodies (Foucault, 1978; Bordo, 1993).
In this tradition, the body was released from its baggage of ‘nature’ and de-
terminism and became acculturated and socially constructed, an important
step in the feminist project. However, a secondary effect was the suspicion
of essentialism and determinism in any inclusion of corporeal or material
realms; the theoretical reduction of the body left postmodern feminism with
a rather cerebral, esoteric and, ultimately, disembodied body (Davis,
1997:14). In the 1990s, Susan Bordo wrote of anorexia as a crystallization of
culture in (mainly) young women’s bodies and thus dealt with bodies as
more than a surface for inscription and meaning making, but also as a site for
inscription through social violence. In the past decade however, a ‘new ma-
terialism’ is developing within feminist scholarship and within human geog-
raphy generally (Whatmore, 2006) that considers matter and bodies not only
as they are formed by language, culture and politics but also as non-
deterministic formative agents in the phenomenal world (Frost, 2011). In this

132



theoretical context, I consider how bodily inscriptions and reactions of un-
documentedness produce bruises from a form of legal and political violence.

In chapter five, I described some of the effects of undocumented persons
being excluded from health care services and also briefly discussed the
health care situation for undocumented persons. The medical conditions
more common among undocumented patients than the population in general
are to a large extent stress related: high blood pressure, psychosomatic prob-
lems and psychological issues such as depression and anxiety. While these
trends should not be understood as determined or directly caused by undoc-
umentedness, they can be understood as patterned physiological responses to
the condition of being undocumented. A nurse at the Red Cross characterizes
the situation like this:

Sometimes it is like this, they have contact with Swedish authorities, they
have set their hopes in getting a residence permit... they consider themselves
persecuted and have valid reasons to be here, and then they are rejected...
and this goes very hard on some of them, after being here for so many years,
like, legally, and then they have to go back. But, they oscillate between hope
and despair. And I think that this is where we can discern a difference, that
the former asylum seekers, they can be very, like, mentally worn down from
that process, and are in a very bad mental condition. /.../ a person who has
not sought asylum is here... is aware of the premises of their presence here
/.../ they have not set their hopes to something Swedish, to Sweden, but they
still live under a constant stress, to be found out. But they have not been worn
down by this process — the asylum process. But this is not true of everyone.

Turning to medical and psychological accounts of asylum seekers’ and im-
migrants’ health, several studies show that the social factors of exile are just
as important, or in fact more important, than the presence or experience of
trauma in their places of origin (eg. Gorst-Unsworth and Goldenberg, 1998;
Sundquist, et al., 2000). The sociologist Aaron Antonovsky argues that the
sense of coherence in life — the ability to make sense of events in one’s life
and feelings of meaningfulness and manageability — are important factors for
a person’s mental well being (Antonovsky, 1987). In Antonovsky’s account,
these traits are understood as achievements or traits that a person can pos-
sess, that will render them less fragile in stressful or traumatic situations. If
turned inside-out, focusing on circumstances rather than people’s reactions
to them, this framework can be used for characterizing a person’s living
conditions. How comprehensible or chaotic is it? How difficult is a situation
to make sense of, or to make meaningful? And to what extent can a person
influence his/her life and future? The more haphazard and chaotic a situation
and the less power a person has to influence it, the greater the psychological
strain.

Brekke notes the high occurrence of depression, insomnia and concentra-
tion problems among asylum seekers in Sweden, as well as a prevalence
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among his interviewees of near catatonic ways of spending time. He argues
that these physiological conditions are related to the uncertainty, direction-
less time and loss of autonomy that characterize the asylum process (Brekke,
2004). Sarah Willen’s critical phenomenology of ‘illegality’ includes ac-
counts of similar somatic reactions (Willen, 2007¢) and my fieldwork gave
ample examples of similar experiences among undocumented persons in
Sweden. One undocumented person in the sanctuary commented: “Here, you
know, everyone takes medicine, but I don’t want to. It is normal to react to
this kind of very stressful situation. The natural way of things is that the
body reacts.”*® Cut off from one’s past and one’s future self, disorientated in
both space and time by disrupted timelines, paradoxical spatialities and a
constant need to practice impression management, makes the ‘identity work’
of constructing and reconstructing one’s self or body image as part of that
identity a difficult task (Johansen and Carlsson, 1984; Merleau-Ponty, 2002).

Reorientation and assembling of the split subject is not instantaneous after
gaining a residence permit. Orientation requires familiarity, and familiarity
encompasses a significant temporal dimension. Several of the undocumented
persons I have met continuously during my fieldwork have legalized their
residence in some way or other. In some cases, they have gained residence
permits, either as recognized refugees or through the new labour immigra-
tion legislation. One person downplayed his permit and said that it wasn’t
important. A few people experienced acute somatic conditions after regular-
izing their residency. Many people mention how undocumentedness lingered
in their bodies and in their habits, like a phantom limb. Their eyes could see
the residence permit glued to the passport, their hands could feel it and they
could intellectually understand it, but their movement patterns, alertness,
insomnia, stress-related headaches — what Willen calls ‘somatic modes of
attention” (Willen, 2007¢) — lingered or even increased after they received
their residence permits. One woman described it like this:

‘And you know, it wasn’t instant happiness when I got my residence permit,
it is not easy just because you’ve got a permit. My sister asked me why I
wasn’t happy now when I had the permit, but it takes time... I don’t know.
For me it took a year after I got the permit. I had difficulties sleeping, and I
had terrible headaches. But then there were two things that made things
change. I got a job, and I started playing volleyball again. I used to play be-
fore, in my country, and when I started playing, that’s when the headaches
disappeared and I slept much better’ (Fieldnotes, August 26" 2009).

This indicates that the experiential limits to undocumentedness are much
wider and much more diffuse than its legal definition. A representative from
Pappersiésa Stockholm argued that in some sense, every person who is at
risk of becoming undocumented — those who got their final rejection on their

%6 Fieldnotes, May 23™ 2009
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asylum claim but have pleaded ‘impediments to enforcement’, those who are
awaiting their final decision to an asylum claim, everyone waiting for a deci-
sion of expulsion or inclusion — share the undocumented experience. Every-
one with the potential of becoming undocumented, he argued, is undocu-
mented.

Escape at a high cost

In the Swedish context, it is not uncommon among undocumented persons,
especially those who are forced migrants, to carry memories of traumatic
experiences from their place of origin or from the journey, sometimes mani-
festing in the form of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). In this sec-
tion, I describe and discuss a specific type of psychological and somatic
response among asylum-seeking and undocumented children in Sweden
called Pervasive Refusal Syndrome.

Pervasive Refusal Syndrome, sometimes called Depressive Devitalization
or paediatric catatonia — in Swedish media apatiska barn® — is a psychiatric
condition in children. It is described as the most extreme case in a wide
range of refusal symptoms (Nunn and Thompson, 1996), and can manifest in
lengthy ‘limbo’ conditions, like in an asylum process, or under circumstanc-
es of “hopelessness, helplessness and an uncertain time perspective”
(Bodegard, 2005:337). The symptoms are described as “a profound and per-
vasive refusal to eat, drink, talk, walk and engage in any form of self-care”
(Lask, 2004). Although often associated with asylum seeking children in
Sweden, where it was first defined (Lask, et al., 1991), similar symptoms
have been described in other contexts, where physical injury or illness,
abuse, loss of loved ones or a combination of such factors, experienced as
traumatic and inescapable events (Jaspers, et al., 2009; Wright and Beverley,
2011; Dhossche, et al., 2012). Most individuals developing Pervasive Re-
fusal Syndrome are children, the majority are between eight and 20 years of
age, but there are examples of younger children, as well as adults. Most of
them are the eldest or a single child and have often first hand experience of
traumatic events from the place of origin and migration. Their asylum pro-
cess has often been protracted over several years. Frequently their parents
are in need of or are receiving psychiatric assistance and the children have
often, in these cases, experienced that their parents are also helplessness and
without hope (Sundelin and Lindberg, 2005; Jaspers, et al., 2009).

A substantial number of children in, and after the Swedish asylum pro-
cess, have shown symptoms of this kind. The public and political debate
concerning this phenomenon has been intense at times (Tamas, 2009;
Johansson Blight, et al., 2012). ‘Anecdotal evidence’ formed the foundation
for a government investigation concluding that a majority of these children

57 Approximately: apathetic children
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were either feigning or drugged by their parents (Hessle, 2005). These con-
clusions have later been totally refuted as conjecture based on rumour, and
any such assumption against the three families that I have met, with a total of
five children with refusal symptoms, is completely out of the question.
Experientially, undocumentedness is a far wider phenomenon than its le-
gal (negative) definition. Although this syndrome relates to asylum seekers
in a higher degree than undocumented persons, it is still relevant for the pre-
sent study. As such, it illustrates an extreme psychosomatic response to un-
certainty, hopelessness and loss of autonomy. Pervasive Refusal Syndrome
constitutes an ultimate and life-threatening manifestation of alienation and
escape, where children completely detach from the world and render them-
selves objects. These are my notes from a visit with one of these families:

This afternoon, I visited a family on the verge of becoming undocumented.
The family consisted of mother, father and three children. All but the hus-
band were at home when we arrived, but it was very quiet in the apartment. |
asked to use the bathroom. It was as neat and tidy as the rest of the apartment,
blue floor and wallpaper, stacks of diapers on one of the shelves, a diaper bin
in one corner. But the children in this family were between ten and eighteen!
A special tilted wheelchair with support for head, shoulders and legs — quite a
small one sits in far corner of the bathroom. This is part of the answer to why
it was so quiet in the house (Fieldnotes, 26" June 2009).

The children in this family were all in bed. At first they stopped going to
school. Then they stopped going out. They ate less. Then they kept to their
rooms, after a while to their beds. They had one by one, step by step, tight-
ened the inward vicious circle and shut themselves away from the world. By
the time we visited them, two of the children were completely withdrawn
from the world, silent, still and completely unresponsive. They were fed
gruel three times a day through a naso-gastric feed. The eldest girl was still
responsive to some degree but stayed in bed in the dark and had refused all
food for the past week. This family had received a final rejection of their
asylum claim and were preparing to plead ‘impediments to enforcement’.
Their children were too unwell to be moved and they would not be able to
access any proper care, nor help from family or friends, in the place to which
they were to be deported. All of this was quite separate from their original
fear of deportation relating to the reasons for their initial asylum application.

The smiling children in the family portraits in the living room stood in
sharp contrast to the unresponsive, force-fed children in their bedrooms. The
activist with whom I came to visit was there to review their case. A discus-
sion arose about what turgor meant — that was how the responsiveness of the
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Figure 8: Portraits. Photo: Author

children was indicated. It turned out to be a measure of skin elasticity®® — no
other kind of response to sound, touch or sting was recorded that would sug-
gest a level of communication.

Sartre’s understanding of emotions and bodily responses to emotions as
escape suggests a phenomenological understanding of some of the aspects of
Pervasive Refusal Syndrome. Through embodied, emotional responses, we
can magically transform our experience of the world, in order to experience
or escape a situation. But there are limits to “my magical action upon the
world; I can eliminate it as an object of consciousness, but I can do so only
by eliminating consciousness itself.” (Sartre, 1948:62-63). Seen from an
existential phenomenological perspective, Pervasive Refusal Syndrome can
be understood as an escape from an unbearable world, physically remaining
in it, but annihilating all sensation of it. It is a survival tactic with severe and
life-threatening somatic symptoms, but experientially, it is an escape; a
tightening of the ‘inward vicious circle’ until all sensation is barred. In one
sense, it is a person’s total submission to the alienation of prescribed ab-
sence, yet in another, he/she is as present as ever.

%% Skin turgor is determined by monitoring the time it takes for the skin of the forearm to
return to position after it is lightly pinched.
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Orientation and anchoring devices

There are many ways of being undocumented. I have argued in this chapter
that some of the main ingredients of the undocumented experience are ambi-
guity, alienation and disorientation, present either in themselves or as nega-
tions — as conditions they struggled with or have overcome. The strategies
and tactics to deal with these conditions carry as much meaning as the posi-
tive manifestations of the same (Abu-Lughod, 1990). As demonstrations of
the disarming of that which need be dealt with, tactics and tricks delineate
conditions of undocumentedness from a different starting point. However,
these tactics also indicate the microphysics and workings of power and re-
sistance in the embodied and personal realms of life (de Certeau, 1984).

This section is concerned with the struggles of negating and obviating the
undocumented condition and the gleams of hope amid disorientating ambig-
uousness. There are different ways of counteracting the alienation and diso-
rientation of undocumentedness. Although all had some sort of response to
questions like ‘where do you feel safe?’ or ‘is there anything you like to do
that lets you forget your legal status?’, not all project participants have been
able to devise obviating tactics.

It should be noted as well that to become present does not, in this chapter,
mean to appear in front of others, to speak and act, but to find one’s bearing
and ‘feel present’ and orientated, to unite the subject and to feel ‘at home’.
The tactics are clustered in three categories — social interaction, narrowing of
horizons and physical exercise.

Social interaction

The invisible child (Jansson, 2004) is a children’s story about a little girl,
Ninni, who lived with, and eventually escaped from, a bitter and sarcastic
old woman. Irony and sarcasm made Ninni uncertain of what was actually
real and she started to fade, literally, until she became completely invisible.
Ninni ends up with the Mumin family — a family of white big-nosed trolls —
who, by being straight and quite kind, allow her to regain some certainty of
the order of things. After a time, she has become almost entirely visible
again, only her face remains diffuse. It is only when Ninni laughs for the
first time — she has in a peevish moment bitten the tail of one of the Mumin
so that he jumped with shock and fell into the lake — that she becomes entire-
ly opaque and solid again.

Everyday social interactions can be petrifyingly distressing for undocu-
mented people, for fear of being discovered, or alienating due to the constant
necessity of concealing or lying about certain parts of ones social identity or
existence. Under certain circumstances however, they can become some of
the most comforting situations. When interaction with other people can be
‘normal’ — talking about things other than their ‘problems’, with people who
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already know about their situation, spending time where no concealment is
necessary and ‘you don’t have to be on your guard’ — it can become a mo-
ment of rest. In these moments, for a while, they can forget that they are
undocumented and simply be themselves, as themselves. One undocumented
woman explained that,

We had Swedish friends who helped us, and it is a very fantastic family. ...
and we were invited to their home and we had so much joy and playing
games and music together, we did so many nice things, eating and talking ...
I mean, we forgot what we had behind [us].

Situations where no concealment or impression management has to be prac-
ticed mends the split subject. True points of orientation may be at least tem-
porarily devised or found, and the split subjectivity of socially referred ob-
jectification is temporarily suspended (Weiss, 1999; Young, 2005c). It is
difficult to view oneself as a useless thing when someone is involving you in
an honest, joyful conversation.

Narrowing one’s horizons

Territorialization on the individual level is to mark out places through acts
and milieu markers. By establishing a relationship between one’s person or
body and a certain place, to make them familiar and make claims on them, at
least temporarily, is to create points of familiarity and orientation and a way
of establishing places of comfort. This type of embodied territorialization
can be acted through visual signals, by saving a seat or arranging our things
or our body in such ways that signal or signify a claim, through sound like
humming or whistling, or by scent by for instance smoking (Wise, 2000).
Habitual postures and habitual places have comforting and restful properties
that are part of the process in establishing bodily equilibrium, or unity in our
body image (Weiss, 1999:18-19). These things can, as such, act as anchors
in a wider life situation over which one has no power.

Territorialization on wider scales is generally discussed as means of keep-
ing others out and indeed some of the bodily performances of claiming space
also has as its primary aim to keep others away from ‘my place’. In the com-
forting function of home-making, however, there is also an element of ‘keep-
ing oneself in’, or ‘keeping oneself together’. This is illustrated with an ex-
ample from my fieldnotes from the sanctuary:

I went into the kitchen to get a cup of tea before retiring to my room for the
night. One of the women was there, and we were both reaching for the refrig-
erator to get milk for our cups of tea. Her hair was wet and she smelled nice
of shampoo. We haven’t spoken much before, just the small talk of everyday
things. Suddenly she said: ‘You know, Erika. I have a place, my own place.
And that’s the bathroom when I take a shower. When I close the door, my
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only thought is that now, this is only mine!” She laughs. ‘I only breathe and
think that this half hour, or hour, it is only 1.’ I smile, and I say that I can im-
agine that that is restful for her. ‘Yes, my thoughts usually have to be there,
there, there and there, but in the bathroom; they are only there, in the bath-
room. Yes, exactly so’ (Fieldnotes, 28™ June 2009).

The sanctuary is a relatively safe place to live as undocumented. The build-
ings and the convent’s grounds are felt to be safe by most, especially for
families with children — the knowledge that the children have friends around
and can live fairly normal lives there — is comforting to many parents. But
the often-crammed living conditions are nonetheless stressful and the possi-
bilities of private moments are, for most residents, extremely limited. To
appropriate the bathroom and the shower and the hot water and the fresh
smell of shampoo for an hour, shuts out the unruly yonder, distressing past
and unpredictable future, and shuts oneself in; it helps to keep oneself to-
gether.

Similarly, Antonovsky has argued that narrowing one’s horizons to
achieve a world that is more comprehensible and manageable is practicable
also in a wider, social or existential sense (Antonovsky, 1987:22-24). In a
world that seems incomprehensible and unpredictable, one way of preserv-
ing a sense of coherence is to narrow one’s scope and set of concerns to in-
clude only the things that seem manageable and controllable. This redefini-
tion of one’s realm to regain a feeling of control can concern either the tem-
poral, spatial or social expanse. Handling loss of autonomy over one’s life in
the overarching, wider issues of life such as place of abode, country of resi-
dence, life and death, can be dealt with — or rather, the experience of power-
lessness can be dealt with — through focusing on narrow, practical tasks that
can be managed and successfully achieved. These are my notes from a
Wednesday in spring 2009, after one of the weekly Papperslosa Stockholm
demonstrations.

I went to the grocery store after the demonstration, and after the checkout, I
ran into one of the undocumented men. I had only briefly greeted him at the
demonstration, so I stopped and we talked for a while. I asked how things
were going for him. ‘Well, it is difficult’ he said and smiled bleakly. ‘It’s ok
as long as you’re busy, but when you’re out of work and have time to think
and reflect, then it is much harder.’

When you focus on practical things, organizing a demonstration, fixing
this, fixing that, those things are accomplishable, they are practical problems
that can be solved. But if you start thinking about the general situation, that
which has been partly operationalized in the practical tasks, then you are
overcome by the unsolvable and the unaccomplishable. I think it might be
something akin to being in grief. To organize the practical things, funeral,
obituary, cleaning, can be a relief; it is something to have influence over.
Through practical, manual labour, the overarching, abstract horror can be
kept at bay (Fieldnotes, 19™ April 2009).
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Narrowing down of one’s horizons — spatially, temporally or socially — are
ways of making the absurd bearable, or at least less unbearable. The narrow-
er field of vision makes orientation less difficult and the experiences of diso-
rientation and alienation less pronounced. The range of practices and practi-
cal tasks undertaken by the project participants to keep in check the uncer-
tainties and unmanageability of undocumentedness are many. Cleaning, or-
ganizing things, cooking, playing with or teaching children, working
whichever informal job one happens to possess at the moment are some ex-
amples — “because when you’re done with cleaning, you can just sit again,
and wait”.” The questions of one’s legal status and uncertain future that one
has no power over are suspended, and reference points and goals closer at
hand that are possible and achievable form temporary orientation devices.

Being in my body

‘The doctor offered me medicine, but I don’t want it. To go out for a walk is
my medicine, and I think that it is better. When I come back I am a little
calmer’ (Fieldnotes, 23™ May 2009).

Physical exercise has, in itself, physiological calming effects in the form of
release of endorphins and is often recommended to decrease negative stress
or depression. The importance of physical activities and bodily labour as a
means of coping with situations cannot be understated. However, beyond
bio-chemical processes within, the body is also a place to be at home, and
we use our bodies as means of marking milieus in creating comforting
homelike places around us. To be in one’s body and to balance ones bodily
equilibrium — to achieve unity of body-image and transcendent fluid motion
— are embodied qualities of being-at-home.

Motility and physical activity are important factors in the reaching for
unity of the body image (Young, 2005¢) and consequently also for orienta-
tion. Being in motion — walking, running, biking, dancing or playing football
— is also to further narrow one’s focus. By fully engaging in that activity,
focus and body may merge, restoring momentarily bodily equilibrium —
“The best thing ever is to bike with a head wind. Then I am never nervous.”®

The equilibrium can however be shattered and thrown far off balance in a
second; the shift from relative harmony to chaos and confusion can be swift.
An illustration of the ephemeral nature of that equilibrium includes one of
the most memorable moments of my fieldwork in the sanctuary:

I wanted to withdraw to my room, but I heard that there were people in the
parking lot. They were playing football, mainly dads and children, mostly

% Fieldnotes, 1st July 2010
8 Ficldnotes 30™ of July 2009
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boys but girls too. I went over there and talked to one of the dads standing on
the side. He said that they sometimes play football, grown-ups and children,
behind the house on the lawn and that it is much fun. I don’t like football, but
I was lured into the game and soon enough I was running back and forth on
the gravel, chasing balls and children. At least three balls were present on our
pitch, some soared high, some lower and slower. Fights arose and dissolved
as waves of aggression and calm. Someone fell, started crying desperately,
got distracted by one of the balls and rose to run after it. The joy of move-
ment was something I had forgotten. We were joined there and then in the
dusk, ignoring our sorrows and problems. It was chaotic football as bodily
labour, as joy and as relief.

Suddenly there’s a sound, a car, it came down the driveway and entered
the parking lot, the noise of tires on the gravel and the bright headlights fill
our senses.

In a second, I was alone on the parking lot with the car and some of the
dads who knew the driver. All children had vanished, into the bushes, into
their apartments, into their mothers’ arms, far away from the constantly antic-
ipated police-car (Fieldnotes, 24" April 2009).

There is a wide array of tactics and tricks with which the disorientation and
alienation of undocumentedness can be dispelled. Unity of body image or
bodily equilibrium are in themselves never fixed states, we are perpetually
moving towards such equilibrium in our ever-changing bodies. Young ar-
gues that the tendency of ‘throwing like a girl’ is a consequence of the am-
biguous transcendence, inhibited intentionality and discontinuous unity that
have their roots in the split of the subject (Young, 2005¢c). In a related, in
some ways opposite but by no means contradictory argument, I suggest that
physical exercise and bodily movement — kicking as well as throwing balls —
can be a means of reuniting the subject and reconquering bodily unity.

Conclusions

Inspired by critical, feminist and queer contributions to phenomenological
thought, this chapter has added an existential dimension to the account of
undocumentedness in the Swedish context. I have argued that the paradoxi-
cal condition of being both absent and present, the fear and anxiety of being
apprehended and constantly worrying about one’s appearance are objectify-
ing and alienating forces of undocumentedness. Further, the official absence
of the undocumented subject, the displacement of the undocumented #ere,
paired with conditions of ambiguousness, uncertainty and powerlessness,
renders the undocumented situation a disorientating experience. I argue that
these are fundamental experiential structures of being undocumented, and
that these experiences inscribe and linger in bodies in various ways.
Corresponding to these experiences are tactics and orientation devices
that undocumented persons employ in their everyday lives in order to coun-
teract disorientating and alienating conditions. These consist of, firstly, so-
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cial interaction with people whom they can engage without having to hide
part of their social identity. Secondly, narrowing one’s horizons — spatially,
temporally or socially — to make sense of an absurd and ambiguous situation.
By identifying and engaging in accomplishable tasks and contexts, orienta-
tion becomes less difficult. The embodied territorialization of spatially nar-
rowed horizons, through enclosing oneself or marking one’s place, is to ex-
clude all but that which is familiar. However, it is a territorialization that is
not so much about keeping others out as ‘keeping oneself together’. Finally,
motility and physical activity are important factors in establishing unity in
body image and can be understood as a further narrowing of focus to the
own lived body-in-the-world. Being in motion and fully engaged in that ac-
tivity can be a means of reuniting the split subject and reconquering bodily
equilibrium.
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VIII. Conclusions

This thesis has provided an ethnography and critical phenomenology of un-
documentedness. By approaching various aspects of the undocumented con-
dition — its construction as a legal and socio-political position in society, its
paradoxical spatiality and character of absent-present condition and its exis-
tential dimensions of alienation and disorientation — I have successively
drawn up a complex and multi-layered illustration of what undocumented-
ness is and means in the Swedish context.

‘Undocumented’, as a category, takes its reference point in state legisla-
tion and administration. Through applying a dual conceptualization of the
state — on the one hand a territory-population-jurisdiction triad within an
interstate system and, one the other, a set of institutions peopled by politi-
cians, bureaucrats and practitioners — the undocumented position emerges as
a category defined in law only by omission, produced and reproduced
through rigid administrative routines and related practice. The residual cate-
gory of the legally and officially absent emerges in the observable realm as
undocumented persons whose corporeal presence becomes irrefutable in
contact with health care institutions. An investigation into the interface be-
tween state actors and undocumented persons within the health care sector
reveals how being formally absent but physically present renders interaction
with institutions, as well as with individuals, oblique and displaced.

I have argued in this thesis that the undocumented absent-present condi-
tion gives rise to a paradoxical spatiality and a deprivation of the capacity to
define, and to appear in public space. Outlining various configurations of the
presence-absence of undocumentedness, however, I have also shown that
despite being denied their political subjectivity, undocumented persons can
engage in embodied action and — at least temporarily — appear as themselves
and claim rights. Turning, in the previous chapter, to the existential and phe-
nomenological dimensions of the undocumented condition, I have suggested
that alienation and disorientation are key elements of the undocumented
mode of being-in-the-world, and that undocumentedness inscribe in various
ways in and on undocumented persons’ bodies.

This final chapter brings together the main lines of thought and highlights
the key contributions of this thesis. I also indicate some questions for further
inquiries within the fields of research that this thesis is part of.
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Research in Sweden on the undocumented condition

Immigration and integration policy, as well as the experiences of immi-
grants, are well-researched topics in the Swedish context (eg. Andersson and
Molina, 2003; Kamali, 2006; Bengtsson and Kugelberg, 2009). In this re-
search context, the lack of research on the undocumented condition is espe-
cially noteworthy. Franck Diivell has suggested that this scarcity of research
originates in the relative newness and small scale of irregular migration in
the Nordic countries, paired with a migration debate marked by an asylum
and refugee discourse, engulfing and obscureding issues of undocumented-
ness (Diivell, 2010).

When I began this research in 2007, the number of scholarly texts con-
cerning undocumented persons or irregular migration in the Swedish context
was limited. Anthropologist Shahram Khosravi had conducted a research
project among undocumented men in Stockholm and published one text on
the topic (Khosravi, 2006). A few reports, mainly revolving around issues of
health care were also available (Lékare utan Granser, 2005; Ohlsson, 2006).
During the course of the past four years, however, a number of doctoral the-
ses (Baghir-Zada, 2009; Holgersson, 2011; Sager, 2011), academic reports
and articles (Gavanas, 2010; Khosravi, 2010; Lund Thomsen, et al., 2010;
Noll, 2010) and journalistic accounts (Lodenius and Wingborg, 2008;
Mattsson, 2008; Vestin, 2008; Molin, 2010) have been published. The num-
ber of research projects concerning undocumented migration is growing
exponentially and an interdisciplinary network of researchers in Sweden who
are interested in issues related to irregular migration is in the making — both
indicators of the increased interest and awareness. I have argued that Sweden
constitutes a critical case in the study of undocumentedness and I expect
interesting things to emerge from these recently initiated projects.

In an international context, it is not uncommon that the undocumented
position constitutes a residual category in law and society, but in few other
contexts is the exclusion of that category so definite as in Sweden. In com-
parison to Israel — a country with a much larger undocumented population
and a comparatively aggressive internal border regime with profound effects
on the undocumented experience — the inconsistencies of migration and so-
cial policy make everyday exclusion seem less pronounced than in the Swe-
dish context (Willen, 2007a; Kalir, 2010). These kinds of discrepancies have
been noted in the study of policy making and policing (Coleman, 2008) but
their significance for the undocumented experience remains largely unstud-
ied. Another important specific of the Swedish context, in relation to undoc-
umentedness, is the dominance of refugee related immigration during the
past 30—40 years and its influence on migration policy and discourse. These
are details that need be investigated in further detail, in relation to the expe-
riences of migrants in general and of undocumented persons in particular.
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Feminist thought, phenomenology and Hannah Arendt

Phenomenology and Arendtian political theory are two bodies of literature
that for a long time, by many, have been considered incompatible with femi-
nist scholarship. Phenomenology in geography has generally been confined
to the humanistic strand of geographic research, far from both critical and
feminist concerns. Likewise, the influence of Arendt’s writing has until re-
cently been minor within feminist and critical geographical scholarship.
Arendt’s writing has been described as “somewhat erratic as well as ec-
centric, filled with misjudgements and controversy” (Howell, 1993:314).
Likewise are phenomenology and feminism umbrella terms for a variety of
philosophical and political perspectives. Phenomenology, including Arendt’s
phenomenal political theory, is highly spatially aware in its conceptualiza-
tion of perception, experience and our engagement with our worlds, and the
vastness and ambiguousness of these frameworks invite productive interpre-
tation and amendment. By productive I don’t mean sloppy — I mean what
Sara Ahmed suggests when she embarks on a queering of phenomenology:

The promise of interdisciplinary scholarship is that the failure to return text to
their histories will do something. Of course, not all failures are creative. If we
don’t take care with the texts we read, if we don’t pay attention, then the fail-
ure to read them ‘properly” won’t do very much at all. Taking care involves
work, and it is work that we must do if we are to create something other than
another point on a line. We must remember that to ‘not return’ still requires
the act of following, we have to go with something if we are to depart from
that thing. The following takes us in a different direction, as we keep noticing
other things (Ahmed, 2006:22-3).

I argue that the synthesizing of phenomenological and Arendtian thought
with feminist and political geography are generally undervalued endeavours.
These combinations have been productive in this thesis and I hope it proves
encouraging to further such merging attempts.

Critical and feminist phenomenology

From one perspective, ‘feminist phenomenology’ is an oxymoron and a ca-
lamity. Phenomenology — attending to sensuous experience and perception,
generally ignoring the structures and historical chains of events that condi-
tion and make possible the studied experiences and perceptions — has its
foundation in ontological and epistemological assumptions bordering on
solipsism. In contrast, feminist scholarship originates in feminist protest and
political struggle, where the varying philosophical standpoints have been
instigated as reactions to the traditional hegemonic Western analytical-
scientific approaches.
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Few sliding scales are linear or predictable, however, and at closer scruti-
ny it transpires that feminist scholarship and phenomenology are theoretical
frameworks that from different starting points can arrive on closely related
ground. As growing numbers of feminist scholars and phenomenologists
have discovered, they have a number of shared core interests: the focus on
everyday and embodied experience and the subjective and situated qualities
of knowledge being two of the most important. Feminist engagements with,
especially, Merleau-Ponty’s writing have been well aware of its political and
ethical deficiencies, as well as how ‘the lived body’ is ill-suited to theorize
alterity. Regardless, scholars have, in various ways, fruitfully developed his
thoughts to better fit feminist research methodology and interests (Olkowski,
2000).

Iris Marion Young and Gail Weiss are two feminist scholars who have
engaged phenomenological and existential philosophy in politically and eth-
ically concerned matters, and they have constituted important sources of
inspiration for this thesis. Even more so has Sarah Ahmed’s queering of
phenomenology, with focus and development of orientation as a key dimen-
sion of social interaction, normative culture and human experience in gen-
eral. They have proved, among other things, that it is possible to care about
both power struggles constitutive of a phenomenon, as well as their experi-
ential and existential qualities.

The changing migration regimes and politics of bordering are important
objects of study, as are the power structures and discourses through which
they are founded and justified, and these have been central themes within
migration studies, as well as in feminist and political geography. Increasing
attention is given to the individual and embodied aspects of these develop-
ments, however, which has enriched the understanding of these processes,
but attention to their phenomenological qualities is still scarce. Our contem-
porary, rapidly changing world does not only remodel structures of power
and oppression but has consequences also for how we live our lives and en-
gage with the world, and therein lies — ultimately — the power over experi-
ence and existence. The advance of critical phenomenology within anthro-
pology demonstrates a capacity for a more politically aware phenomenology
and the potential for theoretical development of individual experience within
feminist thought. This thesis is part of furthering that endeavour.

Arendt and feminism

A common reading of Arendt, perhaps especially among feminist thinkers, is
as a nostalgic and antimodernist thinker. The awkwardness of turning to
Arendtian politics to enrich feminist theory is often mentioned in the at-
tempts at it during the past two decades (Honig, 1995). Arendt herself was
impatient with the feminism of her time and dismissed their concerns with
the private realm and gender identity as politically inappropriate. She was
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reciprocally dismissed by feminism and there are several obvious provoca-
tions toward feminism in Arendt’s writing: Her own oft-quoted ‘suspicion
against women who give orders’, her critique of the social and her reluctance
to invite private and reproductive matters into politics, as well as her alleged
gendered separation of the private and the public (Dietz, 1995). Depending
on outlook and focus, these issues are more or less problematic, and some
strands of feminist scholarship are more compatible with Arendt’s work than
others. A focus on gender identity and intersectional perspectives, with their
emphasis on social categories, necessarily clash with Arendtian conceptual-
ization of politics, while agonistic (Honig, 1992) or mestiza feminism
(Anzaldua, 1987) are well suited for the job. What Arendt conceptualizes in
public space is not a utopic idea of lofty, disembodied politics, but a small
scale, performative and discourse driven participatory democracy, quite
compatible with a feminist ‘anti-categorical complexity approach’ (McCall,
2009).

I would argue that Arendt’s focus on beginnings, plurality and the inevi-
table unpredictability of action and human relationships in some respects
invites, or at least allows for, the inclusion of the fleshy, messy, inconsistent
reality of bodies and geography. The what-ness of our social categorizations
is left out of the Arendtian public space but it doesn’t necessarily follow that
bodies must be apolitical. Moi’s situated, lived body is material and ready
for action, orientated towards the possibilities of the future (Moi, 1999) — it
can and will force itself into view.

Ranciere’s (2004) example of women’s demonstrations during the French
revolution in claiming political rights — demonstrating despite not being rec-
ognized as political subjects — pinpoints the discrepancy between the abstract
state and embodied action and, thus, the problem of confining the analysis of
political action to a matter of rights and formal recognition. The undocu-
mented position as defined in reference to the state as a juridico-political
construct is absolutely excluded, containing no potential for rights or strug-
gle. Yet, it is true that the sans-papiers of France have spoken and acted, and
it is also true that Pappersiosa Stockholm has been demonstrating outside the
Swedish parliament building for more than four years. Although undocu-
mented persons are deportable, that doesn’t necessarily mean that they will
be deported if they appear as themselves. It is to take a risk, but “[b]odily
domination is never imposed by some abstract societal Other; only bodies
can do things to other bodies” (Frank, 1991:56). In what Ranciére calls dis-
sensus, he conceptualizes a practiced politics inside-outside the political
community, where anyone can take the chance to speak up and appear in
front of others. Combining a juridico-political view of the state with an un-
derstanding of the undocumented position as reproduced in practice, the role
of bodies in space in the political struggle comes into focus, revealing poten-
tial routes for embodied, political action.
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The importance of doubt, and of courage

What if we could express exactly what we thought and felt? I don’t mean that
we ever could, but what if? Wouldn’t it just be... a roar? A shockwave of
sound, so complex that it fills every wavelength. And it just keeps coming,
doesn’t it? But if we succeed in distinguishing and channelling some part of
it onto a page, or a canvas or a scene or into a little gesture, it may, it has a
chance to sing in tune with someone-else’s roar, and we can truly, though not
ever fully, understand (Sigvardsdotter, 2011b).

The above is a record of thoughts about representation that I published on
my blog. This thesis is a record of one way of representing undocumented-
ness. | have claimed that the undocumented position can be understood as a
residual category and that the undocumented condition is one of alienation
and disorientation. I argue these points in a way that I hope will convince
you. However, I do not intend to relay ‘truth’. The frustrations of representa-
tion, of ‘truth’ and of differing perspectives, are not unique to PhD students
writing up theses, but are underlying currents in everyday conversations as
well as in the media and in political conflicts. Given these slippages, what
sort of claims can we make and what are those claims worth? Can we ever
understand each other, and what kind of creatures would we be if we didn’t
try? Michel de Certeau avoids the question of ‘truth’ altogether and cele-
brates the productive qualities of reading (de Certeau, 1984). Donna Hara-
way goes all the way, embracing the limitations of true knowledge and ar-
gues that our subjective truths, as the only valid forms of knowledge, should
be called objective. Approaching knowledge as something embedded in the
complexity of the situated subject, she argues that it is the unfinished and
fluid qualities of our subjectivity that allow for new knowledge and under-
standing:

The knowing self is partial in all its guises, never finished, whole, simply
there and original; it is always constructed and stitched together imperfectly,
and therefore able to join with another, to see together without claiming to be
another (Haraway, 1988:586).

The imperfect and permeable stitches of subjectivity are what allow us to
sing in tune with others and let new knowledge seep into and change us.
Conversely, to become solid — to know the solid truth — is to be impregnable
against new understanding or new views. This is yet another connecting
thread from feminist philosophy to existentialist phenomenology. To be
permeable and unfinished are preconditions for being able to allow uncer-
tainty, doubt and multiple perspectives to exist, and the same imperfect
stitches that permit us to understand also prompt doubt and angst. But “[t]o
live with a quiet angst over the fact that you don’t know or understand the
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disposition of the world and what you are doing in it is ... the price you have
to pay not to become a dangerous person” (Larsmo, 2006, own translation).

Conclusions

Doubt makes communicating ‘solutions’ or what we think is ‘right’ difficult
and scary. Yet, as a researcher, I have a responsibility to communicate and
make my research known within and beyond the research community. This
thesis is a descriptive account of the construction of undocumentedness and
the undocumented situation, and the initial aim has not been to find solutions
or prescribe routes of action to ‘improve’ the ‘situation’. Usefulness is not,
as has been shown through the course of this thesis, a straightforward speci-
fication, and the logic of a descriptive account is not the same as that of a
prescriptive plan of action (Olsson, 1980:61b). However, in this final section
of the final chapter, I present some critical points on which much seems to
hinge. From these, I outline a few key conclusions that can be drawn from
this research.

Especially in Sweden

... Sweden, a country long stereotyped by Western intellectuals and progres-
sives as a paradise of social enlightenment, as an international champion of
social justice, as the very model of solidarity and equality, as the world’s cap-
ital of good intentions and civilized behaviour toward others (Pred, 2000:6).

The stereotyped Swedish Model with comprehensive and ‘generous’ public
welfare provision, comparatively small income gaps and high ambitions on
issues of human rights, is a constituent part of the Swedish asylum-centred
migration discourse and is often used as an argument when advocating
rights, provision or aid for vulnerable groups. It therefore came as somewhat
of a surprise to many, that Sweden, together with Austria, turned out to be
the most restrictive country in Europe when it came to provision of health
care for undocumented persons (PICUM, 2007). Advocacy groups, as well
as politicians, who argue for a less restrictive policy, often draw on Swe-
den’s reputation as ‘international champion of social justice’ (eg.
Westerberg, et al., 2009; Hedh, 2011; Wedin, 2011). While the restrictive
attitude may be unexpected when seen in the light of this self-image, it is
less so from another perspective.

I have argued in this thesis that the presence of undocumented persons in
a universalistic and comprehensive welfare system exposes particularly sen-
sitive points in that system — more so than in a state with less public provi-
sion. The fact that anyone included has access not only to a minimum of
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welfare services, but to a comprehensive social security net of subsidized
health care, childcare, elderly care and social insurance, makes inclusion — or
partial inclusion — of the excluded a highly charged issue.

Engin Isin argues that the constitutive role of the Other in constructing a
conceptual ‘we’, requires the power difference between ‘us’ and ‘them’ to be
neither too small nor too great (Isin, 2002). In the case of Swedish registered
and unregistered populations, the power disparity is, I would argue, too big
to make the undocumented population play any part in the construction of
Swedishness. In relation to the role, image and fantasy of the Swedish wel-
fare state, however, the undocumented population plays a crucial part as
constitutive Other. The great difference in provision between insiders and
outsiders makes distinctions important and half membership difficult to de-
fine, accept or administer. In this context, the absolute exclusion of undocu-
mented persons in society in general — and the barring of undocumented
persons from health care provision in particular — comes as less of a surprise
and more as an expected product of the comprehensive welfare state. Some
politicians seem to fear that access to anything beyond the minimum of
emergency health care to its actual price would make Sweden an attractive
place for undocumented persons to dwell, when in fact Sweden constitutes a
particularly hostile and austere environment to be undocumented in.

When Allan Pred wrote of racism in Swedish society, he titled his book
Even in Sweden, referring to the stereotyped image of Sweden as the capital
of “good intentions and civilized behaviour toward others” (Pred, 2000:6)
and discussing the occurrence of racism even in that context. A monograph
on the stark exclusion of undocumented persons in the same setting, but
viewed in the light of the presented arguments of this thesis, could corre-
spondingly be titled Especially in Sweden.

Regulating health care provision

The regulations for care for undocumented patients are as, at the time of
writing, still a controversial political topic. No action has been taken by the
government since its own investigation of the issue was presented more than
a year ago, despite pressure from NGOs as well as political parties within the
government and in opposition. At the moment, the only national regulation
concerning health care applicable to the undocumented population is the
established general minimum of emergency care that must not be refused to
anyone. No suggestion of alternative action has emerged from the govern-
ment and they are, it seems, attempting rather to keep the issue of health care
for undocumented persons unregulated. By making it clear that undocument-
ed persons should not exist in Sweden and that no accommodation should be
made for such unauthorized and unacknowledged presence, they appear to
endeavour to legally and discursively eliminate undocumentedness as an
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issue. Any attempt to formulate regulations, of any kind, applying to undoc-
umented persons would be to recognize their presence.

It has been made fairly clear that the greatest hurdles to undocumented
persons’ access to health care, apart from their fear of authorities, are admin-
istrative. The computerized registration systems and rigid record keeping
give rise to confusion and refusals, not on the basis of the patients’ lacking
residence permits, but on the basis that they cannot be registered. This is a
typical manifestation of exclusion by omission and an example of how bor-
ders, institutional or conceptual, need no exclusionary language to be built
rigid and solid.

With no regulatory or administrative support in making decisions about
whether or how to provide care for the undocumented patients they meet, an
enormous responsibility is dumped in health care workers’ laps. In this con-
text, the debate concerning undocumented persons’ access to health care has
been important in raising awareness of their existence. The current debate on
local and regional levels has brought the question of provision for undocu-
mented persons from the hospital floor and individual cases, to the level of a
discussion about general principals, administrative and medical practice.

The initial and most important step in order to find a constructive and sus-
tainable way of handling undocumented persons’ access to care as well as
the provision of that care has been to acknowledge their presence. This is
something that is still difficult on the national level, but something that local
politicians and people working with provision have already done. The proac-
tive stance of the county councils is an indication of their better understand-
ing of the state and public provision as practiced and embodied as well as
political and legal issues.

A final remark

Hannah Arendt claimed that statelessness is symptomatic of the inter-state
system — a series of bounded states with bounded membership will neces-
sarily produce positions outside the totality of that system. Although the
hegemony of the international structure of nation-states seems to have
passed its height, national and supranational regulations still draft the rules
around forced and voluntary migration. In this context, the situation for
stateless and undocumented persons has by no means improved. Rather, the
number of persons expelled into these categories is steadily increasing and
the effort of keeping the ‘unwanted’ out of the EU is a multimillion-Euro-
endeavour. Walls are being built and enforced, and border police given ex-
tended options for surveillance and additional border control. Yet, increasing
numbers of undocumented persons reside within that walled Panopticon
Europe. Migration is not something that can be stopped — history tells us that
the only effective attempts at that have been made are within totalitarian
regimes. The efficiency of exclusion and coherence of policy that is, at least
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expressly, strived for in the Swedish case, cannot be achieved in a democra-
cy — the reaction and action among the county councils being an excellent
example of that.

The residual category that undocumented persons constitute is not a sign
of the inter-state system having broken down; it is symptomatic — even con-
stituent — of it. This research has shown the perilousness of the undocument-
ed, paradoxical space — lingering in that limbo situation is a painful, alienat-
ing and disorientating experience — especially in Sweden. Their presence
must be recognized; it must be possible as undocumented to survive and it
must be possible to escape that situation. As members of the human commu-
nity, it is our responsibility to make sure that we take care of those who get
stuck in the cracks of our world.
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Om papperslosa 1 Sverige: en sammanfattning

Papperslosa dr en bendmning pd personer som befinner sig i Sverige utan
uppehéllstillstdnd. Ibland, och av vissa, kallas de gémda, gomda flyktingar,
tillstandslosa, illegala eller irreguljdra. Att vara papperslds ér inte brottsligt,
men innebdr att man &dr utvisningsbar — om myndigheterna upptécker och
identifierar en riskerar man att bli satt i férvar och sa smaningom deporterad.
Papperslosa har inget personnummer eller annat ID nummer och &r pa sé sétt
officiellt inte ndrvarande i Sverige, de finns inte registrerade nadgonstans, och
de har ingen identitet som &r anvindbar i det svenska samhillet. Vadhelst
som kréver identifikation — att hyra en film, att 8ka tdg, hdmta ut ett paket pé
posten, hyra en ldgenhet — blir ndrapd omojligt for en papperslos person;
man blir helt hdnvisad till den svarta eller informella marknaden. Sverige ar
en specifik kontext i detta sammanhang, d& personnummer anvénds i véldigt
manga sammanhang som identifikation, oftare &n i de flesta andra lander och
svarigheten med att inte ha en officiell identitet blir tydligare.

Det dvergripande syfte som fran borjan drivit det har forskningsprojektet
ar att utforska relationen mellan den svenska staten och de papperslosa i
Sverige. Formellt kan en s&dan relation inte existera, d& pappersldsa inte har
ndgon digital identitet som motsvarar dem i folkbokforingen eller i nigot
annat register. Men likval dr papperslosa personer lika ndrvarande som vem
som helst annan och deras blotta fysiska nérvaro tvingar fram en relation och
ett forhdllningssétt. Under projektets gdng har fragestéllningarna forfinats
och preciserats till tvd huvudfragor som nérmar sig fenomenet pappersloshet
frén olika perspektiv.

Att vara papperslds innebir att ingd i en kategori med etiketten *pappers-
16s’. Det dr en kategorisering som tar sin utgdngpunkt i staten. Saledes &r
definitionen av ’papperslds’ ocksa beroende av definitionen av staten. An-
tingen kan man se pappersloshet som ett resultat av lagstiftning och riktlin-
jer, eller som ndgot som produceras och reproduceras i praktiken i imple-
menteringen av dessa regleringar. Jag har valt att inkludera bada dessa syn-
sdtt 1 analysen i den hér avhandlingen. Kategorin *papperslds’ formas ocksé
av andra mekanismer i samhéllet &n de som relaterar till immigration. Att
inte ha ID handlingar gdr att man blir utesluten frdn manga delar av sam-
hillet som inte specifikt har med réittigheter eller medborgarskap att gora.
Den forsta delen av mitt forskningsprojekt fokuserar pa hur kategorin pap-
perslos definieras i lagstiftning och i policy, samt hur den definitionen for-
mas och reproduceras i administration och i praktiken. For att kunna zooma

155



in pa specifika mekanismer och praktiker som formar papperslosheten i Sve-
rige anvander jag sjukvarden som exempelsektor.

Den andra delen av min forskning handlar om vad pappersloshet innebéar
for de som &ar papperslosa. Hiar har jag forsokt ta ett mer djupgéende grepp
pa pappersloshet som situation att befinna sig i. Bortom de praktiska pro-
blem som uppstdr och de taktiker man kan dgna sig &t for att hantera dem
och klara dagen, har pappersloshet mer grundldggande politiska och existen-
tiella konsekvenser. Jag anvinder mig av ett kritiskt och feministiskt feno-
menologiskt perspektiv som jag forklarar kort langre fram i den hiar samman-
fattningen.

Framstéllning och disposition

Trots att den hir avhandlingen avhandlar ett fenomen i Sverige som dessu-
tom dr ett aktuellt &mne i den svenska debatten idag, har jag valt att skriva pé
engelska. Det finns argument bade for och emot ett sadant val och jag vill ge
atminstone en kort forklaring till detta. Jag har redan ndmnt att Sverige ut-
marker sig pé vissa sitt som spelar roll for pappersldsa personer, till exempel
nér det géller det stindiga anvindandet av personnummer som identifikation,
men dven Sverige som utpriglad vilfardsstat har stor betydelse for pappers-
l6sas position i samhéllet. Detta gor att exkluderingen av papperslosa blir
nidrmare absolut i Sverige 4n i manga andra ldnder. Sverige utgdr pa sa sitt
nagot av ett extremfall nér det géller situationen for papperslosa. Utover det
att pappersldsas situation dr intressant i sig, har den relevans som en ’kritisk
fallstudie’ i ett internationellt perspektiv. Avhandlingen &dr ocksd bitvis tim-
ligen teoretisk och kan upplevas som svartillgénglig for 14sare ovana vid den
sortens texter. Jag har darfor valt att skriva en forenklad men utforlig sam-
manfattning av avhandlingen pd svenska for att géra min forskning och
forskningsresultat mer tillgangliga for en svensk publik.

Strukturen i denna sammanfattning &r ungefidr densamma som avhand-
lingen som helhet. Efter en kort metodgenomegang gar jag over till att disku-
tera hur kategorin *papperslds’ skapas och formas i lagstiftning, administrat-
ion och i praktiken, samt vilken roll den svenska kontexten spelar i dessa
processer. Jag dgnar extra uppmaérksambhet till frdgan kring hur dessa mekan-
ismer fungerar inom vérden, hur olika regler véxt fram pa olika politiska och
administrativa nivder och vilka effekter den nuvarande situationen har for
bade sjukvardspersonal och patienter. Darefter diskuterar jag den paradoxala
situation papperslosa personer befinner sig i som fysiskt ndrvarande men
officiellt franvarande och hur de osynliggérs av att inte ha ndgon officiell
identitet. Slutligen diskuterar jag hur det att vara papperslos paverkar ens
upplevelse av verkligheten samt pekar kort pd nagra huvudpunkter i min
forskning.
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Metod och material

Som ett pilotprojekt i filtarbetets inledning intervjuade jag foretrddare for
olika organisationer och myndigheter. P& detta sétt kunde jag bilda mig en
uppfattning om situationen for papperslosa och vilka frgor som var intres-
santa och viktiga. Med tiden utkristalliserades de tv& delarna av mitt forsk-
ningsprojekt och mitt empiriska material kan delas upp i tvd motsvarande
delar. Den forsta delen av projektet som handlar om pappersloshet som kate-
gori med sérskilt fokus pa sjukvérd, baseras dels pa en nérlasning av relevant
lagstiftning och policydokument, dels pd intervjuer med landstings- och
sjukhustjdnstemén, samt med ldkare och sjukskoterskor med erfarenhet av
vard for papperslosa. Jag har ocksd besokt de flesta frivilligkliniker som
erbjuder vard till papperslosa, och dven foljt med pappersldsa till sjukhuset
vid ett par tillfillen. Intervjuerna med landstingstjanstemén genomfordes
som standardiserade telefonintervjuer och utgjorde basen i en kartliggning
av landstingens instdllning till papperslosas rétt till vard. Som en férdjupning
av denna del av studien intervjuade jag administratdrer och tjdnstemédn pé
Sahlgrenska Universitetssjukhuset och pa Ersta Diakoni, ddr man tidigt tog
initiativ fOr att utarbeta rutiner fér och utdka utbudet av vard for papperslosa.
Intervjuerna med sjukvardspersonalen — fem sjukskdterskor, atta likare och
en tandldkare — var av traditionell, semistrukturerad typ, dir jag frdgade om
deras erfarenheter av att ge vard till papperslosa, hur detta gétt till och vilka
svarigheter som uppstér i dessa sammanhang.

Den andra delen av projektet baseras pa intervjuer med papperslosa samt
deltagande observation i olika sammanhang dér jag tréffat papperslosa under
langre perioder. Jag har tillbringat mycket tid i Alsike Kloster som &r en
fristad for papperslosa personer. Mellan 30 och 40 personer har bott dér un-
der perioden for mitt faltarbete, och jag har varit dir cirka 60 dagar totalt
Over tva och ett halvt &rs tid, utspritt pd enstaka dagar och helger till perioder
upp till tva veckor. Jag har ocksé deltagit s ofta jag kunnat i de demonstrat-
ioner Papperslosa Stockholm anordnat. Dessa kontakter har varit till hjélp
for att knyta kontakter och hitta intervjupersoner, men ocksa i sig sjilva varit
viktiga delar av mitt empiriska material. Jag har ocksa fatt kontakt med pap-
perslosa intervjupersoner genom négra olika frivilligorganisationer och en-
skilda aktivister. Totalt har jag intervjuat eller pd motsvarande sétt haft kon-
takt med cirka femton papperslosa familjer bestdende av minst tvd personer,
med eller utan barn, och cirka tretton ensamstiende pappersldsa personer.
Bland dessa bedomer jag att jag djupintervjuat eller haft djupgdende diskuss-
ioner med ungefér hilften av de vuxna. Alla dessa intervjupersoner har inte
varit papperslosa under hela perioden jag traffat dem eller vid tidpunkten for
intervjun. En del har varit pappersldsa tidigare, men haft uppehéllstillstdnd
eller varit asylsdkande nir jag tréffat dem. Nagra har varit pd vig att bli pap-
perslosa, det vill sédga de har fatt ett slutgiltigt negativt besked till sin asylan-
sokan men #nnu inte fatt en deportationsorder. Ater andra har varit pappers-
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16sa nér jag forst traffat dem, men har under projektets gdng ansokt om och
fatt uppehallstillstind. Eftersom pappersldshet som upplevelse och situation
att befinna sig i dr en dnnu mer diffus kategori &n definierad ur ett juridiskt
perspektiv har jag inte sett detta som ett problem, utan snarare som en fordel.

Fordelningen mellan fore detta asylsdkanden och andra papperslosa bland
intervjupersonerna har en dvervikt mot den forra kategorin som jag inte tror
aterspeglar den verkliga fordelningen bland papperslosa i stort. Fordelningen
mellan olika nationaliteter &r ocksd langt ifrdn representativ. Aven om jag
inte strdvat efter representativitet bland intervjupersonerna, kan nationalitet
och skal for flytten ha stor betydelse for en persons levnadsvillkor som pap-
perslos. D& ménga delar av livet kompliceras av att inte ha personnummer &r
de flesta beroende av sociala nidtverk eller organisationer, och de sociala
nitverken dr ofta, om &n inte alltid, etniska eller nationella. Olika grupper
har olika forutsattningar beroende pa hur manga som redan har uppehéllstill-
stand, om man riskerar utsittas for rasism, men dven andra faktorer som ens
forutséttningar att lara sig svenska eller huruvida man ar rddd for att ater-
vinda till sitt hemland har stor betydelse. Bland intervjupersonerna i den héar
studien dr de vanligaste ursprungsomrddena Balkan, fore detta sovjetstater,
Angola, Afghanistan/Pakistan och Nordafrika. Bland de pappersldsa i Sve-
rige finns enligt andra unders6kningar (exempelvis Fresk and Ganslandt,
2009; Gavanas, 2010) ganska stora grupper frdn Mellandstern, Sydamerika
och Mongoliet, men jag har inte haft kontakt med ndgon frén dessa omraden.

Terminologi

Nér det giller papperslosa och pappersloshet ar spraket mycket politiskt
laddat och valet av bendmningar blir extra viktigt. I Sverige ar det frimst tre
olika uttryck som anvénds i debatten, varav papperslos ér ett av dem, de
andra tva dr gémda och illegala, men dven blandningar och kombinationer
av dem forekommer. Helena Holgersson (Holgersson, 2011) har i sin av-
handling identifierat tre diskurser kring pappersloshet som hénger samman,
mer eller mindre starkt, med var sin term. Detta &r en viktig bakgrund och
kontext till hur frdgor kring papperslosa och pappersloshet hanteras i svensk
debatt och politik.

Go6mda och gomda flyktingar dr de uttryck som anvénts mest och langst i
den svenska debatten, men enbart om asylsdkande som fatt avslag och héller
sig undan deportation. Det dr ingen slump att ordet gomd ér i passiv form: de
gdmda gommer sig inte sjdlva, utan dr gomda av hjdlpare och gémmare.
Detta dr symptomatiskt av den offerroll som de gémda placeras i; de som
anvinder ordet gdmda talar oftast om de gémda som offer for det svenska
asylsystemet, och de framstélls inte séllan som hjilplosa, undangémda och
inte som en del av det samhélle ’vi’ befinner oss i.

Illegala immigranter &r ett uttryck som frdmst anvinds av den véxande
hogerextrema eller populistiska falangen i svensk politik och samhéllsdebatt.
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Med denna term ldgger man samman nekade asylsokanden och personer som
kommit till Sverige av andra anledningar, exempelvis for att arbeta, och
fokuserar pa antagandet om att det &r kriminellt att befinna sig i Sverige utan
tillstdnd.

Slutligen &r ordet pappersios ett ganska nytt tillskott i den svenska debat-
ten. Papperslds ér en direktoversdttning av franskans sans-papier, som myn-
tades av demonstrerande papperslosa i Frankrike under andra halvan av
1990-talet (Krause, 2008). Det innefattar alla personer som bor och/eller
arbetar 1 Sverige utan tillstdnd och har, till skillnad frdn de andra tva, under-
toner av aktivitet och politisk kamp. Istéllet for att som den gémda flykting-
en portritteras som ett passivt offer som vid minsta tecken pd initiativ tappar
sin trovérdighet, kan en person bendmnd papperslds, trots sin utsatta position
och ofta svéra livsomstédndigheter 4nda dga viss initiativforméga. Ordet pap-
perslos 0kade kraftigt i anvdndning under andra hélften av 00-talet och en av
anledningarna till detta var det medvetna och aktiva arbetet som flera organi-
sationer lagt ned pé att lansera ordet. Alla dr dock inte ndjda med denna ut-
veckling av diskussionen. Ménga frivilligorganisationer bygger sin opin-
ionsbildning pé att vicka medlidande med personer som flytt hemska forhél-
landen, och da ordet papperslds inte har ndgon tydlig koppling till flykting-
skap eller asylskél, har vissa hallit fast vid den gamla terminologin.
Nykonstruktioner som ’papperslosa gomda’ eller ’papperslosa flyktingar’
har ocksé dykt upp bade i media och i offentliga dokument.

Att organisationer som Papperslosa Stockholm med flera jobbade for att
lansera ordet var ett tungt vigande skél for mig att anvénda ordet papperslos,
men inte det enda. Jag ville i min studie inkludera &ven papperslosa som inte
flytt till Sverige och da fungerade ett ord som gdmda déligt. Det blev ocksé
snabbt tydligt for mig att inte sérskilt manga faktiskt *gémde sig’ eller blev
’gdbmda’ av ndgon; manga arbetade och var dagligen ute bland folk. Ordets
’offer’-laddning var ocksa problematisk tyckte jag och gémda tedde sig dér-
for inte som ett bra alternativ. Ordet papperslosa har andra problem forknip-
pat med sig. Det franska ordet sans-papier refererar till att de papperslosa
inte har ndgra ID handlingar, ndgot som &r obligatoriskt att bdra pa sig i
Frankrike. S& &r inte fallet i Sverige, och ordet blir sidledes nigot missvi-
sande. Det finns l&ngt ifrdn ndgon enighet om vilken term som &r ’bist’, men
jag menar att papperslos dr det bésta alternativet bland de ord som dar till-
géingliga och forstddda i den svenska debatten. Helena Holgersson som hit-
tills &r den enda som skrivit en avhandling pa svenska om papperslosa an-
vinder uttrycket icke-medborgare (Holgersson, 2011), som jag ocksa tycker
fungerar bra i sammanhanget. Det har som Holgersson pdpekar inget av det
ideologiska bagage som termerna redovisade ovan har, men &r av samma
skél oetablerat och kraver forklaring, vilket 4r en nackdel. P4 engelska har
jag genomgéende anvint uttrycket undocumented, vilket dr den nédrmaste
motsvarigheten pa engelska for sans-papier eller papperslos.
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Vad ar pappersloshet?

I Sverige anvinder vi oss ofta av personnummer for att identifiera oss, bade i
kontakt med myndigheter, foretag och foreningar. Utan personnumret kan
man oftast inte bli registrerad som kund eller medlem, eftersom registren allt
som oftast dr datoriserade. Detta utbredda anvindande av personnumret som
identifikation har en bred acceptans bland svenskar. Sverige dr ocksd en
utprédglad valfardsstat med omfattande offentligt finansierad sjukvérd, pens-
ioner och barn- och dldreomsorg. Rétten till vélfard &r endast delvis knuten
till ens arbete, familj eller inkomst, dess grundforutséttning ar istillet att man
ar officiellt bosatt i Sverige. Den svenska arbetsmarknaden jamforelsevis
vilreglerad (Schierup, et al., 2011b) men en avreglering av arbetsmarknaden
har 6ppnat for en storre svart arbetsmarknad, och diarmed ocksd en storre
efterfrigan pd svart, och ocksd papperslos arbetskraft. 1 ett internationellt
perspektiv dr dock denna utveckling relativt ny och liten. Kortfattat man
sdga att &r man *med’, &r man inkluderad i ett starkt reglerat samhéllssystem
och har tillgéng till ett brett utbud av vilfirdstjanster, men om man inte ar
’med’ dr man totalt exkluderad. Detta dr den dvergripande kontext i vilken
redogdrelsen av hur kategorin papperslos definieras och formas ska forstés.

Lagstiftning

Svenska medborgare far sitt personnummer vid fédseln och utlinningar som
flyttar till Sverige far ett personnummer nér de far uppehallstillstdnd for en
langre period. Personnumret dr personens numeriska identitet i folkbokfo-
ringsregistret. Med personnumret blir man officiellt en *person’. I exempel-
vis Storbritannien eller Spanien kan man visa upp post adresserad till sig
sjdlv som ’proof of address’. P& s& vis kan ens faktiska boséttning pd en
adress anvindas som en form av identitetsbevis. I Sverige ddremot dr en
persons folkbokforingsadress det enda giltiga beviset pd bosittning. Folk-
bokforingen placerar automatiskt en person i en kommun och ett landsting
och som bofasta i Sverige, med de rittigheter och skyldigheter som det inne-
bar. Ett landstings ansvar mot sina bosatta dr underforstatt ett ansvar mot de
som &r folkbokforda i det aktuella landstinget. Att vara bosatt i Sverige ar i
juridisk mening i princip likstéllt med att vara folkbokford.®

EU-medborgare behover inte ansdka om uppehéllstillstdnd eller arbetstill-
stdnd i Sverige, utan behdver endast registrera sig hos myndigheterna efter
tre méinader och forutsatt att man kan forsorja sig s har man rétt att bo och
bositta sig i Sverige. Utomeuropeiska (utanféor EU) medborgare déremot
behdver, med nagra undantag, ansdka om uppehdllstillstind for att vistas
langre 4n tre ménader i Sverige och i ménga fall ocksd ans6ka om visum for

8! Tolkningen av *bosatt’ kan skilja nigot at mellan olika juridiska kontexter, men i de flesta
fall forstas bosatt som folkbokford.
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kortare besok. For asylsokande fungerar uppehallstillstdnd och registrering
annorlunda i jamforelse med andra utlinningar. De folkbokfOrs inte, oavsett
hur lang tid asylprocessen tar, utan registreras hos Migrationsverket och far
av dem ett ssmmordningsnummer. En asylsokande &r pd sd vis inte ’bosatt’ i
en kommun eller landsting pd samma sdtt som en folkbokford person, utan
hor till Migrationsverket.

Efter att alla dessa kategorier av bosatta och besdkare har definierats, si
aterstar en grupp pa mellan 10 000 och 35 000 personer pa svenskt territo-
rium som &r de som &r papperslosa. De ér alltsd inte explicit definierade juri-
diskt, utan kan sigas vara en residualkategori: nér alla andra dr definierade
s& dr de papperslosa de som blir dver. Det har gjorts négra forsok att inklu-
dera papperslosa i viss lagstiftning, men dessa forsok har oftast misslyckats
pd grund av bristande kunskap om gruppens sammansittning, och den
foljaktiga svarigheten att formulera en inklusiv definition. Detta kommer jag
att g& in ndrmare pa géillande hilso- och sjukvérd.

Administration och praktik

Att som papperslos inte vara ér registrerad och inte har ndgon form av er-
kind eller anvindbar identifikation far langtgdende konsekvenser, ldngt bor-
tom de institutioner som &r kopplade till medborgerliga réttigheter och skyl-
digheter. Varje transaktion eller kontakt med en fOrening eller institution
som frdgar om personnummer ar en potentiell risk, dd man varje gdng maéste
avsloja sin legala status. I de ofta datoriserade kund- och medlemsregistren
ar det dessutom ofta omdjligt att registrera en person utan personnummer.
Detta sitter inte sdllan stopp for vardagliga aktiviteter och transaktioner.
Givetvis dr vissa av dessa saker mdjliga utan personnummer — turister r inte
utestdngda fran samhdllet. Skillnaden ar att de har giltiga identitetshandling-
ar och reseforsdkring, och séllan blir oroliga av det pappersarbete avsakna-
den av personnummer medfor.

Utan ID-kort kan man inte resa med giltig biljett pd tdg i Sverige, man
kan inte hdimta ut ett paket pd posten, och fran och med nyligen kan man inte
heller betala exempelvis lokaltrafik med SMS-biljett trots att man har ett
laddat svenskt kontantkort. Ménga foretrddare for foreningslivet blir forvir-
rade eller nervdsa nér en person inte har personnummer och inte kan regi-
streras som medlem. Personnumret som digital identitet anvinds i kommu-
nikationen mellan individer och statliga, privata och frivilliginstitutioner,
och dr nddvandigt for all digital registrering och kommunikation. Utan detta
numeriska grénssnitt forsviras och i vissa fall omdjliggdrs dessa kontakter
helt.

Papperslosas nédrvaro dr pd ménga vis mer problematisk for den svenska
vilfardsstaten &dn for linder som erbjuder farre rittigheter till sina medbor-
gare, d& kontrasten mellan de som ir inkluderade och de som &r exkluderade
ar storre. Sverige med sitt internationella rykte av att vara den ultimata vil-
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fardsstaten, &r alltsd paradoxalt nog ett av de ldnder i vérlden dér situationen
for papperslosa dr extra svar. De faktorer som jag hir nimnt som specifika
for Sverige gor papperslosas exkludering och utsatthet i vardagen extra ac-
centuerad i jamforelse med manga andra ldnder, &ven om den interna utlén-
ningskontrollen kan vara mer aggressiv pd andra héll. Den effektivitet med
vilken vélfardsstaten fungerar for de som &r inkluderade, motsvaras av effek-
tiviteten med vilken papperslosa utesluts.

Det dr inte ett brott att vara papperslos 1 Sverige, men genom att inte defi-
niera papperslosa och lata dem forbli o-identifierbara och o-registrerbara har
man effektivt uteslutit dem frdn alla samhillsfunktioner. Exemplen ovan
visar pé att exkludera genom att ignorera &r minst lika absolut som vore den
pappersldsa personen ’illegal’.

Hélsa och sjukvard for papperslosa

God hélsa ar viktigt for allt levande och en viktig grundbult i en modern
vilfardsstat. Nér debatten kring papperslosas rétt till vard blev aktuell tidigt
under det hir forskningsprojektets gang, blev sjukvarden ett bdde relevant
och aktuellt val av sektor for att studera ndrmare hur exkluderingen av pap-
perslosa gér till. Frdgan aktualiserades efter att FN kritiserat Sverige for att
inte erbjuda vérd till papperslosa (Hunt, 2007). En annan samtida rapport
konstaterade att Sverige och Osterrike var de linder i Europa som var mest
restriktiva med att erbjuda vérd till papperslosa. I de flesta andra europeiska
lander har papperslosa personer tillging till &tminstone subventionerad akut-
sjukvérd och modravard, och i flera fall ocksé primérvard (PICUM, 2007).

Reglering

Sverige har ratificerat ett antal internationella konventioner som berdr ritten
till hélsa.® Dessa understryker alla manniskors rétt till hélsa, vilket innefattar
tillgdng till sjukvard. Dessa konventioner &r inte juridiskt bindande, men
Sverige har forbundit sig att stifta sina lagar i enlighet med dem. Den medi-
cinska etiken baseras pd dessa ménskliga réttigheter och World Medical
Associations deklaration om patientens rattigheter faststiller att varje patient
har ritt till medicinsk vard, samt att varden ska utforas 1 Overensstimmelse
med vetenskap och beprovad erfarenhet. Vidare anges att nérhelst lagstift-
ning eller regeringsdtgarder fornekar en patient dessa réttigheter, bor ldkare
vidta atgérder for att sékerstélla eller aterupprétta dem.

Halso- och sjukvardslagen reglerar landstingens ansvar att erbjuda hélso-
och sjukvard till landstingets bosatta — och detta innebér i princip de som ar

82 Dessa innefattar bland andra FN:s konvention om ekonomiska, sociala och kulturella rittig-
heter, FN:s barnkonvention och den Europeiska sociala stadgan.

162



folkbokforda dar. Fjarde paragrafen anger dock att ”Om nagon som vistas
inom landstinget utan att vara bosatt dir behover omedelbar hélso- och sjuk-
vard ska landstinget erbjuda sddan vird”. Detta ska garantera att ingen per-
son i behov av akut vird nekas sddan vard d& han eller hon vistas utanfor det
landsting/annat omrade déar hon dr folkbokfoérd. Normalt finns ett annat
landsting eller land eller ett forsékringsbolag att fakturera, men om inte &r
patienten sjdlv betalningsansvarig. For icke-folkbokforda, exempelvis EU-
medborgare, asylsokande och ’gdémda barn’, giller sdrskilda regler, men
ingenstans regleras tillgdngen till vird for papperslosa vuxna och pappers-
l6sa barn som inte tidigare sokt asyl. Pa liknande sétt som i lagstiftningen i
stort dr de papperslosa de som blir 6ver da vriga grupper med sina respek-
tive réttigheter till sjukvard definierats. Lagligen dr de darfor endast berétti-
gade till det minimum som regleras i hélso- och sjukvérdslagens fjarde para-
graf.

Tillgéng till vird kan diskuteras i bade teoretiska och praktiska termer. I
Sverige har man valt att subventionera i princip all vard fér medborgarna for
att gora den tillgdnglig. Papperslosa kan inte nekas omedelbar vard, men den
kan knappast sidgas vara tillgdnglig for dem i ekonomiska termer. Beroende
pa utgdngspunkt kan detta darfor uttryckas pa olika sitt, antingen att pap-
perslosa saknar ekonomiska vérdférmaner eller att de saknar tillgéng till
vard.

Utover hélso- och sjukvérdslagen finns ytterligare lagstiftning med béring
pa den aktuella frdgan. Kommunallagen kapitel tva, 3 § anger att "Kommu-
ner och landsting far inte fatta beslut med tillbakaverkande kraft som é&r till
nackdel for medlemmarna, om det inte finns synnerliga skél for det”. I det
hir sammanhanget innebdr detta att ett landsting inte far besluta att generellt
subventionera vérd for icke-medlemmar (hér pappersldsa), da detta lamnar
mindre pengar kvar for medlemmarna (de folkbokférda). Om ’synnerliga
skal’ finns 1 ett enskilt fall kan en vardskuld skrivas av, savil for en folkbok-
ford som for en papperslos, utan att det strider mot kommunallagen. Vidare
sé giller Sekretesslagen och sdledes vardsekretessen i samma utstrickning
for en papperslos patient som for ndgon annan.

Den diffusa och endast indirekta regleringen av vard for papperslosa har
gjort att de flesta landsting har ansett det nddvandigt att formulera egna for-
klaringar eller regleringar av vad som giller i frigan. Hosten 2009 hade sjut-
ton av de tjugoen landstingen tagit upp frdgan och formulerat ndgon form av
riktlinjer om vad som géller i deras landsting angéende vard for papperslosa.
Alla sjutton ansag att reglerna behovde fortydligas och de allra flesta ansag
att de regler som fanns var for restriktiva och stred mot ménskliga rittigheter
och mot den medicinska etiken. De riktlinjer och tillimpningsanvisningar
som antagits kan delas in i tre kategorier.

Den forsta, och minsta gruppen, bestdende av endast ett fital landsting,
fokuserade pd kommunallagens lydelse och ansdg sig endast kunna ’fortyd-
liga lagen’. Den andra gruppen inkorporerade pappersldsa i gruppen asylso-
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kande och antog pé detta sitt generella subventioner. Detta har praktiska och
pedagogiska fordelar genom att tva relaterade grupper slés ihop, men det kan
argumenteras att det strider mot kommunallagen. I vissa fall inkluderas end-
ast personer som tidigare ansokt om asyl, och i dessa fall kan riktlinjerna
sdgas hemfalla &t en slags ’tycka synd om-mentalitet’, dar rdtten till vard
baseras pé att personen antas vara ett oskyldigt offer och inte pd att hon eller
han &r ménniska. Den tredje gruppen landsting utékade pappersldsas rétt till
vard frdn “omedelbar vard” till “omedelbart n6dvéndig vird”, utan hinsyn
till betalningsformaga i 6gonblicket.” Dessa riktlinjer innehéller ingen regle-
ring av betalningsansvar och losningarna angdende betalning skiljer sig mel-
lan och inom landsting. P4 vissa hall skriver man ut fakturor till papperslosa
patienter, medan andra l4ter bli att fakturera om patienten inte kan betala vid
vardtillfillet.

Tre &r senare har frdgan varit uppe for diskussion pa nationell niva ett an-
tal ganger, samt behandlats i en nationell utredning, men inget forslag pé
nationell reglering har dnnu lagts fram. Ytterligare ett landsting har formule-
rat egna riktlinjer och ett, Sormland, har tagit beslut om att erbjuda vird pa
samma villkor som den folkbokférda befolkningen till “asylsokande och

papperslosa som stadigvarande befinner sig i landstinget”.**

I praktiken

Det viktigaste hindret for papperslosa att fd tillgng till vard, nést deras
rddsla for myndigheter, dr bristande rutiner och kunskap hos vardpersonalen.
I ménga fall har de politiska besluten i landstingen inte kommunicerats till
verksamheterna och det har tagit tid for regelbocker och lathundar att bli
uppdaterade. For att inga patienter ska nekas vard som de har rétt till 4r det
dérfor viktigt att rutiner och riktlinjer inte bara finns, utan ocksa sprids och
praktiseras.

Nar det inte finns regler, eller som i fallet med papperslosa patienter, end-
ast mycket generella och indirekta regler, 6ppnar man for stor godtycklighet,
och det blir den enskilda vardgivaren som ska ta beslut och ansvar for
huruvida en viss patient ska fa vard (Sigvardsdotter, 2010). Det har dessutom
héint att virdpersonal i s6kandet efter information och instruktioner ringt till
Migrationsverket for att f4 rad, vilket har lett till att patienten hdmtats och
tagits i forvar. Rykten om dessa incidenter okar pa den generella ridsla de
flesta papperslosa kdnner infor att besoka vérden.

% Denna nya term r otydlig, men kan antas vara jamforbar med “vérd som inte kan ansta”,
vilken asylsokande har rétt till. Vard som inte kan ansta innefattar utéver modrahéilsovard,
vard vid abort och preventivmedelsradgivning, behandling av sjukdomar och skador dir en
mattlig fordrdjning av behandlingen kan medfora allvarliga foljder for patienten.

84 Jag har valt att inte nirmare diskutera vilka landsting som har vilka riktlinjer, eller deras
specifika innehall i den hdr sammanfattningen. Uppdaterad information angdende detta finns
pa https://erikasigvardsdotter.wordpress.com/
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De administrativa problem som hindrar manga papperslosa frén att fa
vard, uppstar redan innan patienten fétt tréffa en vérdgivare, och det &r sna-
rare administratorerna dn vardpersonalen som agerar grindvakter for pap-
perslosas vard. Saker som att man inte vet hur man registrerar papperslosa
patienten eller dr rddd for att gora fel, eller att man felaktigt avkréver patien-
ten kontant betalning ar vanliga anledningar till att papperslosa nekas vérd.
Andra antar att de inte har ritt till vard och nekar av den anledningen. Det ar
ockséd svért for den administrativa personalen att avgéra vad som ar akut
eller “omedelbart n6dvéndigt”, d& sddana beddmningar ligger inom lidkarens
kompetensomrade. Den administrativa osdkerheten har ocksd i ménga fall
lett till att de vardkostnader som pappersldsa inte kunnat betala stannar pé
den lokala klinikens eller sjukhusets budget. Det behdver inte vara stora
summor for att det ska mérkas i en liten lokal budget — kostnader som cent-
raliserade till landstings- eller nationell niva &r mycket smé och hanterbara.
Detta dr ett problem som flera landsting insett och skapat rutiner for i sina
riktlinjer for vard av pappersldsa.

Pé platser dir det finns frivilligkliniker tillhandahdlls eller formedlas den
mesta varden av papperslosa genom dessa kliniker. De bemannas av ldkare
och sjukskoterskor som pa dagen jobbar i den vanliga varden. Ibland sker det
ockséd i samma lokaler och med samma utrustning som den offentliga véar-
den, men pd andra tider, och under helt andra omsténdigheter. Méinga ldkare
som pa dagen jobbar pa starkt specialiserade avdelningar arbetar pd kvéllen
frivilligt som allménldkare. For manga dr det berikande erfarenheter som
okar och héller levande en bredare kompetens, men det medfor ocksd pro-
blem att jobba utanfor sin specialisering. Det ansvar for liv och hilsa som
vilar pa ldkare och sjukskdterskor dr svarare att bara dd man har mindre kon-
troll 6ver omsténdigheterna och resultatet, och for vissa blir dessa osékerhet-
er s stora att man inte vill ha papperslosa patienter, trots att man kanske
tycker att de bor ha tillgéng till vard. Patientens osédkra livssituation gor att
uppfoljning och fortsatt kontakt med patienten forsvaras och dessa dr alla
faktorer som péverkar ldkarens kontroll 6ver situationen. Andra viktiga fak-
torer i detta sammanhang dr exempelvis osékerhet nar det géller sjukdoms-
och vérdhistorik samt kommunikationsproblem eller att patienten inte har
rdd med medicinen.

Generellt dr hilsoproblemen hos papperslosa patienter desamma som hos
befolkningen i stort, men med en Overrepresentation av stressrelaterade
symptom som hdgt blodtryck och &ngest, psykiska problem, samt vissa sor-
ters forslitningsskador beroende pd déliga arbetsforhdllanden. En undersok-
ning visar att ungefar hilften av de papperslosa som sokte hjdlp vid Roda
Korsets vardformedling i Stockholm hade behovt trdffa en ldkare vid ett
tidigare stadium av deras hélsotillstdnd. De sporadiska och ofta starkt forse-
nade kontakterna med varden har allvarliga hilsoeffekter for papperslosa
personer. Inom den medicinska litteraturen beskrivs problemet med profess-
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ionens klara och osentimentala sétt som att: ”Diskriminering av papperslosa
i varden leder till lidande och d6d” (Ascher, et al., 2008).

Frinvarande och samtidigt narvarande

Att vara papperslos innebér att vara passivt utesluten i lagsstiftning och ad-
ministration — att finnas, men officiellt inte finnas. Att inte kunna legitimera
sig eller ha ett giltigt personnummer blir helt enkelt att inte rdknas — ens
nérvaro dr inte erkdnd. Vad jag menar med att officiellt finnas eller inte fin-
nas dr inspirerat av Hannah Arendts begrepp offentlighet och det offentliga
rummet. I Arendts terminologi dr det offentliga rummet inte en plats s som
ett torg, utan ndgot som uppstar i det ménskliga samspelet — det finns dar,
potentiellt i varje ansamling ménniskor. Ndr vi diskuterar och pa sé sitt
skapar en offentlig debatt och ett offentligt rum, trdder vi fram och &r synliga
infér varandra. Att vara berdvad den mojligheten dr enligt Arendt att bli
berdvad sin verklighet (Arendt, 1998). Att ha ritten att ha rittigheter, en av
Hannah Arendts mest kénda formuleringar, innebér att ha rétt att tillhora den
maénskliga gemenskapen. Utan del i gemenskapen kan man inte trdda fram i
offentligheten och inte tala for sin sak eller krdva sina ménskliga rattigheter.
Det ir just att trdda fram infor andra och diskutera eller kréva sina ménskliga
rattigheter som for den papperslosa personen dr omojligt. Nér man blir syn-
lig som sig sjélv dr hon ocksd avslojad som papperslos inkréktare, och kan
bli anhdllen, tagen i forvar och deporterad.

Papperslosas situation kan sammanfattas som ett paradoxalt tillstdnd dar
man dr fysiskt nidrvarande utan att officiellt vara erkdnd som nérvarande.
Gillian Rose har beskrivit andra situationer med liknande motstridiga egen-
skaper som att befinna sig i paradoxala rum. Paradoxala rum ar fordnderliga
och flyktiga och deras centrum och periferi, utanfor och inuti ar inte motsat-
ser, utan tva dimensioner av samma fenomen och samma plats (Rose, 1993).
Utan ID-kort eller personnummer som &r beviset for att ens nérvaro dr er-
kdnd av myndigheterna och att man har en officiell identitet, kan man inte
formellt kommunicera med sin omgivning. Att vara utvisningsbar och darfor
inte kunna kontakta myndigheterna om man blir utnyttjad, misshandlad eller
orittvist behandlad gor att man som papperslds blir mycket sarbar. Denna
paradoxala rumslighet ligger till grund for vad papperslosa kan sédga och
gora, och hur pappersloshet upplevs.

Gomd eller forkladd?

Flyktigheten i forhallandet mellan franvarande och nérvarande gor att relat-
ionen ddremellan kan konfigureras pd olika sétt. Gomda-diskursen i den
svenska debatten har bidragit till en uppfattning bland svenskar att pappers-
16sa alltid gdmmer sig; att *de’ aldrig befinner sig bland ’oss’ och aldrig ar
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synliga for "oss’. Denna bild dr en kliché, och att vara *gémd’ pé det séttet ar
ganska ovanligt, men det betyder inte att det inte finns personer som under
perioder lever péd det sittet. Flera intervjupersoner har berdttat om perioder
under deras tid som papperslosa di de séllan gatt ut, hallit sig undan fonstren
och varit noga med att vara tysta for att inte vicka grannars uppmérksambhet.
Detta & ena sidan en &verlevnadstaktik for att undvika att behova dtervinda
till en plats man flytt frdn, men ocksa ett sitt att avldgsna sig fran det
svenska samhadllet, utan att limna svensk mark.

Det dr inte ovanligt att hélla sig undan andra ménniskor i rddsla for att de
ska avsldja en som papperslds och anméla ens nérvaro till polisen, men man
behover inte vara totalt dold for att uppnd den effekten. Gomda-diskursen
fungerar ocksa delvis som ett skydd for papperslosa som ror sig ute pé stan
eller som arbetar. Aven om det varierar mellan olika kontexter, 4r det sillan
som ndgon spontant misstanks vara papperslds, eftersom det generella anta-
gandet &r att papperslosa inte finns bland ’oss’. Genom att 14tsas vara ndgon
annan, eller passivt lata andra ménniskor tro att man har ’rétt att vara har’,
kan man bli osynlig fér andra. Genom att visa sig blir man osynlig. Det ar
dock aldrig som sig sjdlv man blir synlig for andra. S& fort den papperslosa
personen forsoker tala i egenskap av sig sjilv, forvandlas det tidigare offent-
liga rummet till att helt stinga personen ute. Den papperslosa personen ar
alltsd nérvarande, men bara som en utklippt siluett i det offentliga rummet.

Att bli ndrvarande

Trots omdjligheten att tala for sig som papperslos, finns dndd mojligheter att
paverka sin situation och att mojliggora aktivism i papperslosas namn. Orga-
nisationer som arbetar med pappersldsa dr ofta aktiva opinionsbildare i fra-
gor rorande pappersldsas réttigheter. Genom att antyda de papperslosas nér-
varo, utan att identifiera enskilda individer, tider eller platser, kan de vinna
legitimitet att tala i deras sak. Systrarna i Alsike kloster &r noga med att po-
angtera att de driver en fristad, och alltsd inte gdmmer nagra flyktingar eller
papperslosa. Dock ér de lika noga med att aldrig avsloja identiteten pa ndgon
som finns hos dem och de diskuterar sin fristadsverksamhet i tidsmassigt
diffusa termer — det &r alltid oklart om det bor papperslosa hos dem nu. Ge-
nom att vara synliga, men inte ange vem som ar synlig, var eller ndr, kan
man utan att riskera enskilda individers sdkerhet vinna legitimitet for att tala
for papperslosa.

Det finns dock flera exempel pd papperslosa som lyckats trada fram som
sig sjdlva i offentligheten, men det 4r endast mdjligt under korta stunder, och
endast med hjdlp av personer med personnummer. Enskilda papperslosa
individer har trétt fram i media med namn och bild, och Pappersiosa Stock-
holm har under flera &r demonstrerat utanfor riksdagshuset. Hannah Arendt
argumenterar att statslosa saknar mojligheter att kréva sina réttigheter, men
anda att de har en potentiell politisk sprangkraft. Det dr i det paradoxala hos
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detta uttalande som den kraften ligger: Papperslosa forkroppsligar ett glapp
mellan staters territorium, befolkning och jurisdiktion, och deras paradoxala
position ger deras roster kraft — ndr de hors. Trots omdjligheten (i teorin) att
krédva sina ridttigheter, kan papperslésa med hjidlp av sin fysiska nérvaro
kdmpa (i praktiken) och lyckats trdda fram som sig sjdlva i det offentliga
rummet. Med hjélp av personer med personnummer, utan dem &r det omdgj-
ligt, kan de for en kort stund bli synliga, ndrvarande och kréva sina réttighet-
er.

Pappersloshet

Att som papperslds samtidigt vara nédrvarande och franvarande pa en viss
plats har konsekvenser bortom de praktiska svérigheter som uppstar. Att
exkluderas sa totalt fran samhdillet, bade som en direkt konsekvens av att
man inte har ett personnummer, och indirekt genom den stindigt ndrvarande
oron for upptdckt och deportation, &r ocksa en existentiell friga. I mina in-
tervjuer och diskussioner med papperslosa har nigra teman aterkommit,
upplevelser som ofta handlar om att pd ndgot sétt kénna sig fjirmad frén
virlden, onddig eller vilse. For att forstd dessa kénslor och upplevelser av
utanforskap och alienering har jag anvént mig av ett fenomenologiskt per-
spektiv pd hur vi ménniskor relaterar till var omvérld och hur vi kan forsta
vara och andras upplevelser. Innan jag gér vidare vill jag ge en kort intro-
duktion till fenomenologin.

En fenomenologisk utgdngspunkt

Fenomenologin &r en filosofisk inriktning som tar sin utgdngspunkt i ménni-
skans subjektiva upplevelser av fenomen i sin omgivning. Traditionellt har
fenomenologin dgnat sig at att s6ka forstd grundldggande upplevelsestruk-
turer, och pé sétt och vis kan man karaktérisera 4ven denna beskrivning som
ett sokande efter pappersloshetens essens. Dock vill jag understryka att &ven
om jag hdvdar att det finns grundldggande ’pappersldsa upplevelser’, sa ar
det inte naturligtvis inte sa att alla upplever pappersloshet pd samma sitt.
Snarare handlar det om upplevelser och levnadsvillkor som relaterar till pap-
persloshet och som pappersldsa antigen upplever, hanterar eller pd nagot sott
kdmpar emot.

Fenomenologiskt grundad forskning fokuserar oftast pd vardagslivets
upplevelser och ménniskors /ivsvirld. Maurice Merleau-Ponty menar att
varje individ eller subjekt lar kdnna sin omvirld genom sin levda kropp som
innefattar bade medvetandet och kroppen. Subjektet dr utgdngspunkten, si
att sdga nollpunkten, i sin egen livsvérld och uppfattar objekt och fenomen i
livsvérlden frén sin subjektiva situation. Ur ett rumsligt perspektiv skiljer sig
subjekt och objekt fundamentalt &t i det att objekten innehar positioner i
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livsvérlden, medan det kroppsliga subjektet dr den konstituerande utgéngs-
punkten for livsvérlden, samtidigt som den ocksé &r en del av den (Merleau-
Ponty, 1999).

Viktiga begrepp i fenomenologin dr riktning (mellan positioner och mel-
lan situation och positioner) och orientering — vi &r stindigt orienterade mot
ndgot eller ndgon. Nar vi fornimmer eller kdnner &r det alltid fornimmelser
eller kénslor av eller infér nadgot. Varje individ ser saker fran sitt eget, parti-
ella perspektiv, vilket innebdr att man endast ser det fran ett hall i taget.
Dessutom fyller vi pd vért perspektiv och vara fornimmelser med egenskaper
och kénslor frén tidigare erfarenheter. Man ser alltsd mer dn vad man egent-
ligen ser genom att ldgga in egenskaper i omvérlden som har sitt ursprung i
ens sinnen och kénslor. Dina sinnesintryck och kénslor paverkar hur du upp-
lever verkligheten. De blir inte bara en del av din fornimmelse av det du &r
orienterad emot, utan dverfors som en egenskap hos det upplevda sjélvt.

Nér Merleau-Ponty diskuterar den levda kroppen, gor han det utifrén an-
tagandet att den dr en del av sin livsvérld, och som sadan varken separat fran
medvetandet eller fran livsvirlden. Feminister och queerfilosofer har utveck-
lat Merleau-Pontys begrepp den levda kroppen genom att diskutera den
levda kroppens relationer med omgivningen, hur véra kroppars egenskaper —
kon, hudfirg, etc. — spelar roll i hur vi relaterar till omgivningen. Om vi inte
passar in, om omgivningen inte dr kdnd f6r mig, eller om den inte ’sldpper in
mig’ blir jag desorienterad, och hénger inte ihop med min omgivning. Sara
Ahmed (2006) har uppméarksammat och utvecklat betydelsen av riktning och
orientering inom den fenomenologiska filosofin. Att vara orienterad innebér
att kdnna igen sig, att vara bland vilkénda ting, att passa in och kénna sig
bekvdm i sin omgivning. Dessa &r alla viktiga koncept i min forstdelse av
vad pappersldshet betyder och hur den upplevs.

Alienation och desorientering

De grundldggande levnadsvillkoren under en asylansékan dr limbo och am-
bivalens; ingen vet vad som kommer att hinda, varken myndigheterna eller
den asylsokande sjdlva (Brekke, 2004). Om pappersloshet kan sdgas det-
samma. Man vet forvisso att man blivit nekad att stanna, men man vet inte
vad som ska hénda, varje dag presenterar risker for att bli upptackt och de-
porterad. Oavsett hur man blivit papperslos — genom flykt och yttre omstén-
digheter eller genom att medvetet ha forsatt sig i situationen — &r det omojligt
att planera for framtiden.

Jag menar att alienation och desorientering &r tva viktiga dimensioner av
hur pappersloshet upplevs. Osédkerheten och ambivalensen dr bidragande till
detta, men ocksa de anstrdngningar for att inte synas och inte bli uppmairk-
sammad som papperslosa dgnar sig at. Att flytta ofta, inte veta vad som ska
hinda, varken pa kort eller 14ng sikt, isolerad frén sin framtid och inte sédllan
ocksé frén sitt forflutna, gor det svért att orientera sig, bade i tid och rum.
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Osidkerheten och flyktigheten, med begransade mojligheter att bygga ett
’hem’ och att vara i osdkerhetens ’riktningsldsa tid’ gor att man blir desori-
enterad.

Manga oroar sig for att det pd ndgot sitt ska synas pd dem att de ar pap-
perslosa, och en del har trick for sig for att inte bli upptdckta — ménga lagger
exempelvis ned mycket energi och tid pé att bete sig 'normalt’ och passera
som ndgon som har ritt att vara diar (Goffman, 1968). Att stindigt se pa sig
sjdlv utifrdn &r en form av objektifiering — man ser sig sjdlv som objekt i
andras 6gon. Iris Marion Young menar att detta ar att splittra sin subjektivi-
tet. Som subjekt definierar man sin omgivning, och man ér sjélv nollpunkten
i sin livsvérld, den rorliga punkt varifrn virlden borjar. Om man borjar se
pa sig sjilv som ett objekt utifrdn andras perspektiv splittras subjektet, och
Young menar att resultatet blir en ambivalent situation ddr man ar delvis
avskuren och alienerad frin sin omgivning (Young, 2005¢). Papperslosheten
i sig ger en kénsla av overklighet som gor det svart att ta till sig eller ta sig
an saker. Man blir en onddig sak, umbdérlig och utbytbar, som gér att utnyttja
pa arbetsmarknaden.

Som flera andra konstaterat fore mig dr rddsla en viktig del av att vara
papperslds, och ridslan spelar ocksé en roll i kidnslorna av isolation och alie-
nering. Sahdr har papperslosheten beskrivits for mig i en intervju:

Det dr ens egen rddsla som isolerar en. Man kan prata med folk. Det som man
dr radd for dr sé osannolikt. Du tror att folk kan se pa dig att du ar papperslos,
alltid, men faktum &r att det dr extremt osannolikt att ndgon skulle gissa sig
till det. Och om de skulle gora det sd ar det extremt osannolikt att de skulle
rapportera dig. Men man begrénsar sitt umgénge dnda, och tror att allt &r far-
ligt. ... Som papperslos dr det vildigt 14tt att fastna i en ond spiral. Men det &r
inte nédvéandigtvis en nedatgdende spiral, den gér inat (Féltanteckningar, 25
augusti 2011).

Rédslan for deportering, men ocksd andra rddslor fordndrar ens forestill-
ningar om verkligheten och gor att man ofta drar sig undan och drar sig inom
sig sjilv. Att begrdnsa kommunikation med andra, sitt rorelsemonster, att ga
ut mindre, att sniva in sina cirklar blir en 6verlevnadsstrategi, eller oriente-
ringsstrategi, for att hilla fotterna pd jorden. Att vara orienterad &r att ha
vilkénda landmérken omkring sig och passa in. Sarah Ahmed beskriver des-
orientering som en obekvam situation, dir man &r nirvarande utan att sitta
ihop eller passa in med omgivningen, den skaver och dr omedgoérlig i ens
forsok att interagera med den. Enligt Merleau-Ponty &dr det var interaktion
och vart engagemang i var omvérld som héller oss uppritta och definierar
var subjektivitet. Utan ett sammanhang eller orienteringspunkter blir vi ob-
jekt, utan forméga att definiera vir egen livsvirld. Detta stimmer vél in pa
pappersldsas paradoxala situation av franvaro och nérvaro, kénslor av totalt
utanforskap och objektifiering av sig sjélva.
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Orienteringstaktiker

Det finns dock sitt att orientera sig — sétt att hitta fasta punkter i en oséker
tillvaro — taktiker som ocksé de pd sitt vis skvallrar om vilka problem pap-
perslosa brottas med, utover de vardagliga, praktiska och ekonomiska sva-
righeter man har att hantera. Man skulle kunna kalla dem for orienterings-
verktyg.

Nir jag frigat papperslosa om vad som kan fa dem att glomma bort for ett
tag att de dr pappersldsa, sa finns ndgra trender bland svaren. Social samvaro
med andra personer som vet om deras 'problem’, dir de inte behover latsas,
ar en situation som manga anger som vila fran papperslosheten. En annan
taktik for att hantera tillvaron ar att fokusera pa handfasta, praktiska uppgif-
ter som man faktiskt har inflytande 6ver. P4 sa sdtt kan man snéva in sina
horisonter och stidnga ute de storre och svédrare fragorna som man inte kan
paverka. Andra gor detsamma pa ett d&n mer tydligt och handfast plan. Ge-
nom att hitta en ’egen plats’, till exempel 18sa in sig i badrummet och bara
bry sig om sig sjdlv en stund, duscha varmt och anvénda ett véldoftande
schampo, stinger man inte bara andra ute; det blir ocksa ett sétt att halla ihop
sig sjdlv och bli nérvarande for sig sjdlv. Fysisk aktivitet och att leka med
sina eller andras barn kan ta upp ens hela uppmaéarksamhet, mental som
kroppslig, och ocksé verka lugnande, ”som medicin” som en av de pappers-
l6sa intervjupersonerna uttryckte det, sérskilt “att cykla i motvind, ar det
bista jag vet, dd &r jag aldrig orolig” berdttade han. Att vara i rorelse och att
arbeta med kroppen kan bli ett sitt att samla tankarna, sammanfoga kroppen
och sinnet med dess omgivning. Dessa taktiker skvallrar bade om vilka pro-
blem papperslosa har att hantera, men ocksé att det dven i denna svara situat-
ion finns smé saker att gora at det.

Slutsatser

Fenomenologin har ofta beskyllts for att vara okritisk och att ignorera poli-
tiska sammanhang och strukturer. Jag menar att man absolut kan kombinera
fenomenologi med politisk medvetenhet, och att feministisk teori &r en bra
vig att gd for detta syfte. Genom att uppmérksamma bade den papperslosa
livsvirlden och de strukturer som formar papperslosas livsvérldar och upple-
velser har jag kunnat anldgga ett kritiskt fenomenologiskt perspektiv. Detta
ar ndgot som foresprékats av bland andra Sarah Willen (Willen, 2007¢) som
skrivit om papperslosa i Israel, och Robert Desjarlais (Desjarlais, 1997) som
skrivit bland annat hemldsa men &ven andra utsatta grupper i samhillet.
Detta dr en viktig utveckling inom fenomenologin och en fruktbar vig
framat i forskning som intresserar sig for ménniskors upplevelser av virlden
frén olika situationer och perspektiv.
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Sa lange vi lever i en vérld som &r uppdelad i stater med tillhérande terri-
torier och medborgare kommer det att finnas ménniskor som faller mellan
kategorierna. I Hannah Arendts texter frdn mitten av forra seklet skriver hon
om statslosa, ett fenomen som uppstod i samma 6gonblick som det politiska
system vi har idag etablerades. Statslosa i Palestina och de Baltiska staterna
har fortfarande svért att hdvda sina rittigheter, men en betydligt storre, och
vixande grupp ér virldens pappersldsa och andra migranter med oséker sta-
tus.

Svenska myndigheter antar en principiell hallning mot papperslésa och
konstaterar att de inte har rétt att befinna sig i Sverige och darfor inte heller
ska eller kan finnas dér. Detta bygger det pa ett antagande om ett perfekt
system dér inga misstag begds och dér enskilda individer ska underkasta sig
lagen, dven nér den &dr daligt anpassad till verkligheten och riskerar medfora
stort lidande. S& linge det finns medborgare i vdrlden kommer det ocksa att
finnas pappersldsa och den situationen maste gé att hantera. Det méste g att
Overleva som papperslos, och det méste gé att ta sig ur pappersloshet. Det ar
upp till manskligheten — oss alla — att uppritthélla de rittigheter vi beslutat
ska gélla for alla ménniskor, ett ansvar Sverige ofta gdr anstrdngningar att
uppmérksamma och pépeka. Nar det giller papperslosa pd hemmaplan med-
for deras totala officiella franvaro att de helt saknar grundforutséttningen for
att ha sddana réttigheter. For att kunna komma till rdtta med detta, kravs att
deras existens och ndrvaro erkdnns. Forst ddrefter dr det mgjligt att hitta
l6sningar pa de problem som uppstér ndr migrationspolitik, socialpolitik och
minskliga fri- och réttigheter krockar och forkroppsligas i de papperslosa
personer som bor i Sverige.
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